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with

636.456.1111 • www.Mainstre.com

SUPPORTERS OF 
OUR LOCAL FFA

WARRENTON FFA OFFICER TEAM — First row, Leah Guss, first vice president; Bailey 
Schneider, president; Hailey Cary, chaplain; Madison Dent, treasurer; Kris Phillips, assis-
tant treasurer; Doralynn Lee, secretary; second row, Dalton Williams, assistant secretary;  
Isabella Miller, parliamentarian; Taylor Frye, reporter; Wyatt Karrenbrock, sentinel.

Submitted photo
WRIGHT CITY FFA — Front row, Charleigh Ferrell, Alyssa Schulte, Miley Sosa, Bailey Love; 
middle row: Madilyne Knopfel, Danielle Freund, Kaylee Mikus, Alyiva Mikus, Reghan Ve-
hige, Kaitlyn Mikus, McKinley Kunkel, Shelby Brakensiek, Kaylene Sosa; back row, Joseph 
Wasser, Cody Cushing, Grant Stockmann, Kye Schnarre, Tate Mikus.

Submitted photo

The Wright City FFA Chapter at-
tended the National FFA Conven-
tion from Nov. 1-3 in Indianapolis. 
During the event, the members par-
ticipated in various activities such 
as the Lainey Wilson Concert, Game 
Show, and Fair Oaks Farm. Miley 
Sosa, a sophomore who attended 
the National Convention, said: “This 
year’s convention was a memorable 

experience for me because I got to 
go with my sister. I also made new 
friendships and explored new places. 
It was amazing!” 

Our Members gained new knowledge 
and created unforgettable memories. 
Additionally, they had the opportunity 
to talk with several college recruiters 
and meet FFA members from different 
parts of America.

Wright City FFA attends the 
national convention

I’m with the band

This past November, I had the great 
honor to represent the Warrenton FFA 
Chapter at the National FFA Conven-
tion in Indianapolis, Indiana by play-
ing my tenor saxophone in the National 
FFA Band for the second year. 

Playing in this ensemble combined 
two of my passions, agriculture and 
music. The National FFA Band was 
composed of 80 FFA members repre-
senting 30 states from all across the 
nation, all of whom shared the same 
two passions as me, such as a fellow 
saxophone player from Idaho, Haven 

Harley, who has become one of my best 
friends.

Being part of this elite ensemble was 
the best experience of my life. Being on 
stage in front of over 70,000 FFA mem-
bers is a feeling that fills you with so 
much pride in your accomplishments. 

I got to share the stage with many 
celebrities in the agricultural industry, 
like the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Mr. Tom Vilsack, and have a front row 
seat to watch Missouri’s Grant Norfleet 
be selected to serve as National FFA 
Secretary this year.

It was such a huge honor to help pro-
vide the music that set the stage for 
FFA’s biggest event.

By Doralynn Lee
WARRENTON SENIOR
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North Outer Rd. East
Jonesburg, MO

www.kaminskishomefurnishings.com

636-488-5922

FURNITURE, FLOORING
& APPLIANCES

Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Wishing all FFA 
Students good 
luck this year!

From all of us at Kaminski 
Home Furnishings!

Northwind Premier RV &
Boat Storage & Northwind

Self Storage is proud to 
support our local FFA

28300 North Wind Drive - Office/Site #1
16341 N Outer Rd. Site #2 • Wright City, MO 63390

636-279-0771
northwindstorage@yahoo.com

www.northwindselfstorage.com

BACKES & TOELKE
AGRI PRODUCTS, INC.

Fertilizer-Chemical-Seed-Lime-Feed
Hours: Monday-Friday 8 am - 5 pm • Saturday 8 am - Noon

9948 St. Hwy 100 • New Haven
573-237-2191
15998 St. Hwy 47 • Marthasville
636-433-2260

We carry ADM
Show Tec Feeds!

Stop in and check 
out all of our animal 

supplies!

Following the Future of Agriculture

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING CONTRACTOR

We Support
Our Local FFA!

WASHINGTON
636-239-2161

WARRENTON
636-456-8524

636-456-1172 FAX

FAMILY OWNED 
AND OPERATED 
FOR 48 YEARS

1976-2024

www.heggemanninc.com

A special thank you to the Wright City FFA 2023-24 Gold Level Sponsors:
J Walker Farms

Marcella Newman
Molly Love - Missouri Farm Bureau

Pumpkins Galore
Steve Kampmann

Sydenstricker Nobbe Partners
Twiehaus Grading

The history of FFA and 
what it means to me

Back in 1925, a Virgin-
ia high school decided to 
create a club for teenage 
farming boys to teach 
them more about the in-
dustry they worked in. 
They called this organi-
zation the Future Farm-
ers of America, designed 
to educate those “future 
generations” of agricul-
turalists. They worked to 
teach these boys about 
industries such as meat 
processing, agronomy, 
and dairy. Three short 
years later, the club soon 
became a national orga-
nization, with chapters 
being chartered all over 
the nation. Little did 
these founders know, this 
organization would grow 
into something bigger 
than they ever could have 
imagined.

Throughout the years, 
FFA has evolved from a 
strict all-boys, agricul-
ture based club to an 
all-inclusive and diverse 
organization. While FFA 
still focuses on teaching 
students about the agri-
cultural industry, it also 
focuses on providing stu-
dents with real life skills 
to prepare them for their 
futures in any industry. 
For example, kids learn 
how to effectively pres-
ent themselves for a job 
interview, learn crucial 
communication skills, 
and how to overcome 
public speaking fears. To 
showcase this shift in fo-
cus, in 1998, FFA’s name 
was changed from the 
Future Farmers of Amer-
ica to the National FFA 
Organization. Now, this 
organization serves over 
850,000 members across 
all 50 states along with 
the U.S. Virgin Islands 
and Puerto Rico.

The experiences that 
FFA can provide to a high 

school student are second 
to none.

Personally, through my 
experiences in FFA, such 
as the Missouri Agribusi-
ness Academy, National 
FFA Convention, and be-
ing an FFA Officer, I have 
evolved into someone I 
never thought I would 
be. I never saw myself 
as a public speaker, let 
alone having a dream of 
being a lobbyist, but FFA 
changed that path for me. 
I have developed skills 
that have helped me be-
come a leader on the po-
dium along with learning 
to lead members from 
behind. I have developed 
a love for agricultural 
advocacy, connections, 
and watching other mem-
bers succeed. I know that 
without FFA, I would not 
be the girl I am today. 
And these opportunities 
will stay with me for the 
rest of my life.

So, I encourage anyone 
reading this article to give 
FFA a chance. If you are 
a parent, encourage your 
kid to join. Or if you are 
a highschool student, 
please join! You may not 
be a farmer or country 
kid, but FFA is so much 
more than that. FFA pro-
vides you with skills that 
will help you thrive in 
your life. From speaking 
skills, career preparation, 
to new friendships, FFA 
is for all!

By Bailey Schneider
WARRENTON SENIOR

This year the Wright City FFA Chapter had an FFA Barnwarming Dance on 
Dec. 1 and the theme was Wild West. Many students danced the night away! 
This year’s Barnwarming King was junior, Kye Schnarre, and queen was se-
nior, Charleigh Ferrell. The Barnwarming prince was freshmen, Tate Mikus, 
and the princess was sophomore, Miley Sosa.

The barnwarming dance

I joined FFA because 
I wanted to learn more 
about the agricultural 
industry. 

I wanted to be more 
involved in the ag in-
dustry and in the ag 
community. 

I wanted to increase 
my knowledge on agri-
cultural topics. 

I wanted to feel like 
I was part of a commu-
nity that supported me 
and wanted to help me 
go far in life. 

When I joined I did 
not know what I wanted 
to do with my life. 

Now that I have been 
in FFA for a few months 
I have decided that I 
want to go into ag busi-
ness.

I also feel that FFA 
will teach me so many 
important skills in or-
der to be successful in 
my life. 

There are so many op-
portunities in FFA. 

So far FFA has made 
my public speaking bet-
ter and has taught me 
how to build relations 
that will last a lifetime. 

I will cherish my time 
in FFA and do as many 
things as I possibly 
can.

Why I 
joined FFA
By Aiden Hockensmith
WARRENTON FRESHMAN



Joining FFA was a 
no-brainer for me. I've 
always had a deep appre-
ciation for country living 
and nature. FFA gave me 
the perfect opportunity 
to embrace the passion 
that I have for what I love. 
Through FFA I've been 
able to learn valuable skills 
in agriculture, leadership, 
and teamwork. It's not just 
about farming, it's about 
cultivating a love for the 
land and fostering a sense 
of community. FFA has 
provided me with incred-
ible experiences, lifelong 
friendships, and a plat-
form to make a positive 
impact in my community. 
It's been an amazing jour-
ney, and I’m grateful to be 
a part of this incredible or-

ganization.
Another reason why I 

joined FFA was because 
of my love for agriculture 
and the opportunities it 
presents. FFA allowed 
me to explore different 
aspects of the agriculture 
industry, from animal 
science to horticulture to 
agribusiness. It’s not just 
about learning technical 
skills, but also about de-
veloping a strong work 
ethic, responsibility, and a 
sense of pride in what we 
do. FFA has provided me 
with hands-on experienc-
es, competition and net-
working opportunities that 
have shaped me into a well 
rounded individual. It’s a 
community of like mind-
ed individuals who share a 
passion for agriculture and 
are committed to making a 
difference in the world.
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Office 636-377-1665
Cell 636-359-5665

1302 E. Veterans Memorial Pkwy., Truesdale, MO 63380

www.hartcollision.com

 @HartCollisionandCustom

Scott & Meredith HartScott & Meredith Hart
Proud FFA SupporterProud FFA Supporter

Proud supporter of our local FFA!
www.jonesburgstatebank.com

3 locations to serve you
Jonesburg • Montgomery City • Warrenton

Warrenton
(636) 456-8633

Montgomery City
(573) 564-2237

We Support 
Our Local FFA!

· Over 35 Years in Business
· Trained Professional Technicians
· Specializing in Residential Replacements
· We Service All Makes & Models

We are proud to support 
our local FFA!

1230 AGUILAR DRIVE, MONTGOMERY CITY

573-564-3020

504 W. Booneslick • Warrenton, MO 63383
636.456.5041

www.schraerheating.com • info@schraerheating.com
Find us on Facebook at schraerheatingandac

Furnaces - Electric, Natural Gas, LP, Oil, Boilers 
Air Conditioners / Heat Pumps

Mini-Splits - Conventional & Geo-thermal 

HVAC & Refrigeration / Sheet Metal Fabrication

We are proud to support
our local FFA!

Replacement / New ConstructionReplacement / New Construction
(Residential & Commercial)

Repairs & MaintenanceRepairs & Maintenance
(Residential & Commercial)

www.washingtonlumber.doitbest.com

Caitlyn Johnston, a junior at Warrenton High School, is 
constructing a bud vase in floriculture class.

Submitted photo

Agriculture education 
classes lead to success

Floriculture class is the 
class that I look forward 
to everyday. It is in the 
middle of my school day 
so it balances out with my 
school work load well. 

In Floriculture the 
classwork is interesting 
to learn about so that 
makes the learning pro-
cess much easier and en-
gaging. 

Within 3 months of 
being in this class I have 
developed an under-
standing that focuses 
more around the study of 
flower and plant identi-
fication, greenhouse dis-
eases and pests, flower 
arrangement types, and 
flower design techniques. 

All of the things that I 

have learned are good to 
know since they are skills 
I can use for the rest of 
my life. 

Plus, I love hands-on 
activities! Floriculture is 
an opportunity to get a 
look at a variety of path-
ways leading to agricul-
ture related careers.

Throughout the whole 
school year you can make 
all of these unique types 
of flower arrangements 
for holidays and other 
special occasions. Wheth-
er you are a beginn

er learning new skills or 
advanced, all projects en-
gage students. 

I enjoy this class not 
only because of the stu-
dents in the class but also 
because of the Floricul-
ture teacher here at WHS, 
Mrs. Miederhoff.

By Caitlyn Johnston
WARRENTON JUNIOR

WRIGHT CITY AT FFA CAMP – The FFA camp was an incredible experience where we had the opportunity to learn 
new things and meet people from all over the state of Missouri. We were able to interact with some of the state 
officers and participate in various leadership sessions that covered a different topic each time that was based 
around their theme “Cultivating Communities." Attending a certain amount of these leadership sessions would 
earn you a state leadership pin as recognition for your dedication and commitment to developing your leadership 
skills. It was a wonderful opportunity to encourage members to participate and engage in the various leadership 
opportunities available. In addition to learning, we also had a lot of fun playing games like volleyball, badminton, 
corn hole, and horseshoes. It was a great opportunity to develop our leadership and better our communication 
skills and make long lasting memories with our fellow FFA members. “I enjoyed my time at FFA camp because I 
had the opportunity to meet new people and learn valuable leadership skills,” Danielle Freund said. In the photo 
are: front row, Skylla Barfield, Jahniya Palmer, Miley Sosa, Anahi Hernandez, Bailey Love; middle row, Kaylee Mikus, 
Kaylene Sosa, Alyvia Mikus, Madilyne Knopfel; back row, Joseph Wasser, Danielle Freund, Kaitlyn Mikus, Alyssa 
Schulte and Cody Cushing. Submitted photo

How FFA affected  
me and my future

FFA has impacted my 
life greatly. 

I have learned so many 
valuable lessons through-
out my three years in the 
program. I learned how 
to advocate for the agri-
culture industry and also 
strong leadership skills. I 
have been lucky enough 
to attend events and pro-
grams through FFA that 
have helped enhance my 
skills. 

My SAE (supervised, 
agriculture, experience) 
has developed so much 
throughout the years. I 
started out with a couple 

of pigs to show at the lo-
cal fair and now I have 
two breeding sows. I have 
built up my operation 
and hope to grow it even 
more. 

Last year I had my first 
litter of piglets. I showed 
at jackpot shows around 
the state and also took 
them to the county fair. 
I won fourth overall with 
my home grown gilt. 

This is one of my most 
memorable and favor-
ite memories. FFA has 
helped me to believe in 
myself and try harder in 
everything I do. I have 
felt more confident with 
myself knowing that I am 
always supported by my 
peers.

By Makenzie  
Bethmann

WARRENTON JUNIOR

Why I am forever Blue and Gold
By Launa Jeffers

WARRENTON SOPHOMORE
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SNPartners.com

Partners with FFA

ALBION, IL
618-445-3676
ANNA, IL
618-202-5990
BENTON, IL
618-435-4430
CARTERVILLE, IL
618-993-8546
CHILLICOTHE, MO
660-646-5493

COLUMBIA, MO
573-476-0730
CURRYVILLE, MO
573-594-6493
DUTZOW, MO
636-433-2256
FARMINGTON, MO
573-756-2088
FLORA, IL
618-622-4444

HERMANN, MO
573-486-3204
JERSEYVILLE, IL
618-498-5504
KIRKSVILLE, MO
660-665-1500
MACON, MO
660-385-2177
MEXICO, MO
573-581-5900

MOSCOW MILLS, MO
636-366-9400
NORRIS CITY, IL
618-378-2194
PALMYRA, MO
573-769-2112
ROCHEPORT, MO
573-446-3030
SALISBURY, MO
660-388-6166

SCOTT CITY, MO
573-335-0192
ST. CHARLES, MO
636-493-0288
STE. GENEVIEVE, MO
573-883-5703
STEELEVILLE, IL
618-965-3475
TIPTON, MO
660-433-5596

UNION, MO
636-888-0390
WATERLOO, IL
618-939-6717
WAYNE CITY, IL
618-895-3130

SYDENSTRICKER
NOBBE

0% 84FOR
APR MO

$210 PER MONTH*PAYMENTS AS LOW AS

$0 DOWN

*o�er valid thru 4/26/2024. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details.

Lumber        Building Materials        Kitchen Design     Lumber        Building Materials        Kitchen Design     
Custom Millwork         Windows         Doors & moreCustom Millwork         Windows         Doors & more

Shop online and pick up same day on most in stock items

If you can dream it, we can build it.

Custom Live Edge Mantles           Built-In Storage      Custom Live Edge Mantles           Built-In Storage      
Cedar Gable Trusses         Shutters         Custom Barn DoorsCedar Gable Trusses         Shutters         Custom Barn Doors

819 Veterans Memorial Pkwy, Warrenton MO 63383819 Veterans Memorial Pkwy, Warrenton MO 63383
636-456-3342     ChicLumber.com636-456-3342     ChicLumber.com

Why did I enroll in an ag education class?

Growing up I looked 
forward to taking ag 
classes in high school so 
that I could be a mem-
ber of the Warrenton 
FFA Chapter. Agricul-
ture has always been 
one of my biggest pas-
sions, especially any-
thing with animals. 

I took Advanced An-
imal Science my junior 
year and loved getting to 
learn about animal sys-
tems and reproduction. 

This class increased 
my interest in animal 
science. I started shad-
owing at a local veter-
inary clinic and now 
have over 200 volunteer 
hours. 

I have learned how to 

give nail trims, handle 
animals, take vitals, fill 
prescriptions and pull 
up shots at the vet clin-
ic. 

This experience con-
firmed my plans for my 
future. future. 

I will be attending 
Mizzou in the fall to 
major in animal science 
pre-vet.

My senior year I 
branched out and decid-
ed to take two classes on 
the plant science side of 
agriculture: Greenhouse 
and Floriculture. 

After some hesitation, 
I was surprised to find 
out that I really enjoy 
learning about plants. 

In Greenhouse class I 
have been able to learn 
how to propagate and 
take care of plants. 

This is a skill that will 
be great for me at my 
own house someday. 

I will know how to 
properly care for land-
scape plants and plants 
in my garden. 

Floriculture class is 
more focused on ar-
rangements and fresh 
flowers. 

I have learned how to 
make anything from a 
flower bouquet to a min-
iature Christmas tree. 

I have enjoyed 
branching out and 
learning more aspects 
of agriculture.

To me agriculture 
class is so much more 
than “just another high 
school credit.” To me it 
is the backbone of what 
has, and will continue to 
shape my future.

By Nicole Benne
WARRENTON SENIOR

Take a shot in life

Trap shooting is one 
of my favorite hobbies. 
From shooting at my 
house with friends to 
shooting on the range 
with my team. It has al-
ways been a part of my 
life since I was little 
watching grandpa shoot 
at his club every Sunday. 
Trap shooting is not only 
fun and a hobby, it has 
taught me a lot about life.

Trap shooting has 
taught me to keep a level 
head and to wait for the 
right time and be patient 
when doing things. While 
on the line, it is very easy 
to get frustrated when 
missing a bird. It is im-
portant to let it go and 
just move onto the next 
shot. It has also taught 
me to be patient and do 
things at the right time. 

If you shoot too early, you 
miss under; if you shoot 
too late, you shoot over 
it. You have to do it at the 
right time to get a good 

hit. Overall trap shooting 
has made me a better per-
son and I will carry these 
lessons with me the rest 
of my life.

By Cole Meyer
WARRENTON JUNIOR

Cole Meyer,center, gets ready to shoot at a FFA Trap 
Shoot meet alongside team members Jacob Lange, left, 
and Jake Kinney. Submitted photo Wright City FFA student’s 

SAE advances to state
Reagan Vehige’s su-

pervised agricultur-
al experience project 
consists of raising and 
selling sheep. Over 
the years, Reagan has 
gained knowledge and 
experience with sheep 
and used that knowl-
edge to grow her SAE. 
This year Reagan had 
the opportunity to use 
her SAE, her financial 
record book, and her 
involvement in FFA to 
apply for a proficiency 
award. Reagan spent 
hours completing the 

application and on Feb. 
7, judges selected Rea-
gan’s SAE as the first 
place proficiency award 
in the Sheep Produc-
tion Entrepreneurship 
area. Being selected as 
first place within Area 
5 FFA, her application 
has now advanced to 
the state level. This up-
coming April, Reagan 
will accept her Area 5 
Proficiency Award on 
stage at the Missouri 
State FFA Convention 
at the University of 
Missouri. 

How FFA can 
help my future

By Rylee Priest
WARRENTON FRESHMAN

Taking Ag classes as 
well as being in FFA can 
have an impact on my 
future in many ways. I 
am very lucky to be in an 
Ag class as well as being 
a member in FFA. 

This can prepare me 
for my future career and 
continue to improve 
many of my skills. 

I am trying to accom-
plish becoming a Veter-
inarian, I believe taking 
these classes and being 
involved can help me 
tremendously in the fu-
ture. I believe that if I 
continue to learn I can 
grow and learn in many 
ways.

It has improved my 
speaking skills already, 
teaching me how to be a 
leader. 

I can learn many 
things about the agri-
culture industry that I 
may not have known yet. 
I believe learning these 
things will help me to 
improve and teach oth-
ers about the industry. 

I can be a leader in my 
future jobs and relation-
ships. Taking an Ag class 
as well as being involved 
in FFA can impact and 
has been impactful on 
me.
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