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R-II facilities plan proposes shuffling district buildings 

The Wright City R-II school 

district’s projected increase in 

enrollment is leading to a pro-

posal for the district to even-

tually utilize the current high 

school as a middle school and 

use the current middle school 

as an additional elementary 

school. 
The Wright City R-II Board 

of Education heard the pro-

posal as part of the district’s 

proposed master plan, which 

will be considered by the board 

next month. Wright City R-II 

Superintendent Dr. Chris Berg-

er stressed that even if the fa-

cilities master plan is approved, 

the items in the master plan will 

still require board approval. 

“Anything you do in this 

master plan, it’s approved by 

a standalone agenda (item),” 

Berger said. “You approve the 

master plan, it doesn’t trigger 

all this stuff. When you approve 

the master plan, we’re not go-

ing to work on this. I mean 

we might get to work on it but 

we’re not doing that until we 
Master plan proposes moving middle school to current high school building in 2031, using current 

middle school building as an additional elementary school in 2032

By John Rohlf

STAFF WRITER See PLAN Page 2A

Wright City 
approves 
balanced 
budget for ’24

It’s the first balanced 

budget for the city in 

more than four years

By Jason Koch
EDITOR

The Wright City Board of Aldermen 

approved the 2024 budget during the 

Dec. 28 meeting.
It’s the first time in 

at least four years that 

the budget has been bal-

anced, Mayor Michelle 

Heiliger said during the 

meeting.
“That is super exciting,” 

she said. “This board 

spent an excess of 50 

hours just on this budget 

this year.” 
City officials said to bal-

ance the budget, tough decisions had to 

be made.
“There are line items that we had to 

make a little smaller and we had to move 

some money around and we had to get a 

little bit creative on how we thought we 

were going to make stuff work.”

Heiliger said the board “learned a 

ton” as they pieced together the bal-

anced budget.
“We have definitely learned how to 

prioritize,” she said. “We have defi-

nitely learned where our important 

things need to lie at all times and 

where we need to build in our safety 

nets.”
Work on the budget was not finalized 

until Dec. 27, Alderwoman Karey Owens 

said. Heiliger said during the meeting 

that city department heads would soon 

be sent the newly approved budget.

“I know there’ll be parts of it you’re 

going to look at and go ‘oh, I’m so sad,” 

Heiliger said.
“We were sad, too,” Alderman Ramiz 

Hakim said in response.

See BUDGET Page 2A

Robin Schaefferkoetter, the branch manager at the Warrenton Scenic Regional Library, hands out discussion questions to 

participants in the Literary Travelers book club during the group’s meeting on Dec. 27.

Travel the world without 

leaving Warrenton
Stories take participants in the library’s Literary 

Travelers book club to new places every month

Story and photos by Jason Koch    s EDITOR

N
ot even the first snow of the winter could stop 

a group of six Warrenton residents from trav-

eling to France.

“You get to travel without the trip!” said 

Warrenton Scenic Regional Library Branch Manager 

Robin Schaefferkoetter said.

Schaefferkoetter was leading the Literary Traveler 

book club at the library, one of two such groups at the 

Warrenton library. This one meets during the day.

“It appeals to a different audience,” Schaefferkoetter 

said.
The group usually meets the fourth Wednesday of the 

month to discuss a book where the story happens, usu-

ally in a foreign country.

See BOOK Page 2A
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• Listen to the 
full budget 
discussion 
during the 
board of 
aldermen 
meeting. 636-456-6397

Since 1896

Proudly Serving 
Warren County

for

128 Years!

Thank you for
voting us #1 

preschool for the 
last 4 years!

We are extremely thankful to be able to provide a 
Christian education to Warrenton and surrounding areas.  

Now accepting applications for infants through fifth grade!
806 S. Hwy 47, Warrenton, MO • (636) 456-4566

www.wkkonline.com

“WHERE EVERYONE GETS THE FAMILY DISCOUNT”

636-377-1612

Office 636-377-1665   Cell 636-359-5665
1302 E. Veterans Memorial Pkwy., Truesdale, MO 63380

www.hartcollision.com

 @HartCollisionandCustom

Scott & Meredith HartScott & Meredith Hart

Thank you to all our customers for voting us
#1 Body Shop 5 years in a row! We appreciate you!

SUITE 15A at The Shoppes at Warrenton  |  636-332-1110
www.contractorsflooringsupply.com
office@contractorsflooringsupply.com

Contractors
Flooring Supply, Inc.
Celebrating 4 Years in Warren County!
AND We promise to continue
“FLOORING” you with our 
amazing prices! 

★       ★ ★       ★

Christopher Kamper
Insurance Agency

32 YEARS SERVING YOU!
314-435-5922 • www.chriskamperinsurance.com

Thank You For 35 Years of 
Continued Support & Loyalty!
1230 AGUILAR DRIVE, MONTGOMERY CITY

573-564-3020

Tom Massman LUTCF, CEP, CSA
Massman & Associates

Life Insurance & Financial Specialist

Call or Text
(636) 359-0063

1979 - 2023 
Tom & Belle Massman

We are turning 46! 
Celebrating 46 years of being family-owned 

and operated! Kemco has been family owned 
and operated since 1978, in Warrenton, 
Missouri, serving our customers’ needs. 

We welcome you to become
one of our customers today!

Kemco Aluminum
21262 W. Veterans Memorial Parkway • Warrenton, MO 63383 

(636) 456-2557

Celebrating 4 years in business!
Thank you to all of our customers and community! 

Plumbing · Piping
Residential – Commercial – Industrial – Site Utilities – Service

FAMILY OWNED 
AND OPERATED 
FOR 44 YEARS

1976-2020

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING CONTRACTOR

WARRENTON
636-456-8524
636-456-1172 FAX

WASHINGTON
636-239-2161

HEEGGGGEEMMAANNNN II

CC
NN

www.heggemanninc.com

FAMILY OWNED
AND OPERATED
FOR 48 YEARS

1976-2024

502 N. Highway 47 • Warrenton, MO 63383
janet@janetbradshawfinancial.com

Janet G. Bradshaw, Lutcf, CLTC

Financial Services

636-456-2790
Over

32 Years

Services:
• Medicare Advantage & Supplement

• Short Term Health Insurance
• Annuities, IRA’s, 401K Rollovers

• Life Insurance & Long Term Care
• Dental & Vision • Notary

Florist & Gift Shop
Thank you to our Warrenton Thank you to our Warrenton 

community for your continued community for your continued 
support over the last 18 years!support over the last 18 years!

511 N. Hwy. 47 • Warrenton, Mo. • 636-456-9334 • www.amogflorist.com

CELEBRATIONCELEBRATION

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

AnniversaryAnniversary
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO THE FOLLOWING LOCAL BUSINESSES

www.scottagencyins.com

Insuring Missouri Since 1935

Montgomery City
(573) 564-2237

Warrenton
(636) 456-8633

510 East Main Street • Warrenton, MO 63383 • 636-456-3316
16137 South Hwy. 47 • Marthasville, MO 63357 • 636-433-2827

www.martinfuneral.net

SERVING WARREN COUNTY 120 YEARS  
BY MARTIN FAMILY SINCE 1987


