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COURTESY OF PAUL TOMAS
A double rainbow stretches across Lake Wenatchee after a passing rain 
shower, as seen from South Beach.

COURTESY OF WENATCHEE VALLEY 
MUSEUM & CULTURAL CENTER

Cultural guide Randy Lewis shares 
stories about Indigenous history 
and the natural world during a stop 
on the Stehekin tour hosted by 
the Wenatchee Valley Museum & 
Cultural Center. 

Wenatchee Valley Museum launches 
series of history focused caravan tours

NCW News 
Ward Media

WENATCHEE — The Wenatchee 
Valley Museum & Cultural Center 
is inviting residents and visitors 
from across Washington to take 
part in a new slate of guided tours 
highlighting the history, geology 

and cultural heritage of North 
Central Washington. The museum’s 
“Adventure & History” series kicks off 
this year with three in-depth caravan 
tours, each featuring multiple stops 
and guided presentations by local 
historians and cultural experts. 

Lake Chelan Mirror 
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MANSON — The Manson American 
Legion will hold its annual Memorial 
Day Celebration on Monday, May 26, 
beginning at 11 a.m., and invites the 
public to attend the solemn event 
honoring the nation’s fallen service 
members.

The ceremony will take place at 
the American Legion Park, with local 
traditions once again at the center 
of the observance. The Lake Chelan 
Patriotic Singers will open the event 
with a series of patriotic songs. Tower 
51 from the Manson Fire Department 
will raise a large American flag, which 
will fly over the ceremony as a tribute 
to those who died in service to their 
country.
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CHELAN — The longtime Chelan 
Valley radio staples KOZI AM, KOZI 
FM, and KZAL FM are being sold to 
AudioSphere LLC, a Manson-based 
company that will assume operations 
following anticipated approval 

from the Federal Communications 
Commission later this summer.

The sale was announced Friday 
by Chelan Valley Media Group, 
which has owned and operated the 
stations since acquiring them from 
Icicle Broadcasting in July 2021. The 
group’s current owners plan to retire.

KOZI FM, known for its full-service 

adult contemporary programming, 
has served the Chelan Valley for 
more than 68 years. Signature 
programming includes the “2nd 
Cup of Coffee” show, broadcast live 
Monday through Saturday. The 
station also airs Seattle Seahawks 
games and live coverage of high 
school football and basketball for 

Brewster and Chelan.
KOZI AM carries a local sports 

and news/talk format, featuring 
Fox News and Seattle Mariners 
broadcasts. KZAL FM, also known 
as Z-Country 94.7, airs a country 
music format with regional news, 
weather, and entertainment content. 
The three stations collectively 

provide coverage throughout the 
Chelan basin, Wenatchee Valley, and 
surrounding areas.

AudioSphere LLC will begin working 
with current station management to 
facilitate a smooth transition ahead 
of the expected FCC approval later 
this year.
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MANSON - The 105th Manson Apple 
Blossom Festival ‘Legends of the Lake’ 
Apple Blossom Parade was held on 
Saturday,  May 10, just one event in a 

day full of activities and events for the 
annual festival.

Below are the prizes awarded for 
parade entrants and student art show, 
which displayed many forms of art by 
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They adopted a new 
budget without your input, 
and you’re paying for it
Community | A2

COURTESY OF NORM MANLY
Members of the Manson American Legion Post 108 stand in formation 
during a wreath-laying ceremony at a past Memorial Day event. The 
observance includes tributes, readings, and moments of silence to 
remember fallen service members.

COURTESY OF NORM MANLY
Community members gather beneath a large American flag suspended 
by Manson Fire Department’s Tower 51 during a previous Memorial Day 
ceremony outside the Manson American Legion. The annual event honors 
U.S. military personnel who died in service and features patriotic music, 
speeches, and student volunteers.

RUTHEDNA KEYS/
WARD MEDIA

The Manson 
Student Art 

Show was held 
May 9 and 10 at 

Radiance Winery 
in downtown 
Manson, with 

many students 
displaying their 

art in a variety of 
forms. This acrylic 

painting of apple 
blossoms by 

Destiny Lopez won 
the Queens Choice 

Award.

Manson American Legion to host 
annual Memorial Day ceremony

Winners announced for Manson 
Apple Blossom parade, art show

KOZI and KZAL radio stations sold to Manson-based AudioSphere LLC

COURTESY OF BOBBI STOCKWELL
Henry Strom

COURTESY OF ATHENA BONNEAU
Dr. Jeannette Armstrong

COURTESY OF WENATCHEE VALLEY 
COLLEGE

Maya Esquivido Strom

NCW News 
Ward Media

OMAK — Wenatchee Valley 
College Omak, in partnership with 
the Confederated Tribes of the 
Colville Reservation and other 
regional education organizations, has 
announced the keynote speakers for 
the 2025 Indian Education Summer 
Teaching Institute, to be held June 
24–26 in Omak.

The institute, titled tmixw — meaning 
“In this place, we are all related” — is 
designed to bring together educators, 
tribal leaders, and scholars to engage 
in culturally responsive practices 
grounded in Indigenous theory.

Dr. Jeannette Armstrong, Henry 
Strom and Maya Esquivido-Strom will 
headline the event as keynote speakers.

Dr. Armstrong is Syilx Okanagan, 
a fluent speaker and teacher of the 
Nsyilxcn language, and a traditional 
knowledge keeper. She holds a 
Ph.D. in Environmental Ethics and 
Syilx Indigenous Literatures and is 
an associate professor and Canada 
Research Chair at the University of 
British Columbia Okanagan. She also 
serves on the Traditional Knowledge 
Subcommittee of the Committee on 
the Status of Endangered Wildlife in 
Canada.

Strom, a member of the Yakama 
Nation and a des cen dant of the Quinault 
and Nez Perce Tribes, is assistant 
superintendent for the Off ice of Native 
Education at the Washington Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

Keynote speakers announced for 2025 Indian Education Summer Teaching Institute in Omak

See MEMORIAL DAY Page B4

See APPLE BLOSSOM Page B4See MUSEUM Page B4
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Get your event in the spotlight with Ward Media!
If you have an exciting event to share, email Reporter Quinn Propst at quinn@ward.media. We’ll showcase the five most 
captivating events of the week, giving your event the recognition it deserves. Even if your event isn’t among the top five, 
it will still be added to our events calendar and featured online. Don’t miss this chance to make your event shine! 5

things to do
this week

Whiskey Trail at 
Mellisoni Vineyards

Celebrate Memorial Day 
weekend with live music by 
Whiskey Trail at Mellisoni 
Vineyards on May 24 from 4 
p.m to 7 p.m.

“Enjoy music, wine, 
celebration, remembrance, 
and stunning views, Happy 
Memorial Day Weekend!”

For more information, visit 
mellisonivineyards.com or 
contact the winery directly.

Stehekin: Heart of the 
Cascades Tour

Join naturalist Randy Lewis 
for an unforgettable all-day 
tour to Stehekin on May 24, 
departing at 7:45 a.m. from the 
Chelan boat dock aboard the 

iconic Lady Liberty.
“Explore the breathtaking 

beauty and cultural significance 
of Stehekin, nestled deep in the 
North Cascades,” 

Admission is $225 for 
members and $250 for non-
members. Pre-registration is 
required.

For more information or to 
register, visit Wenatchee 
Valley Museum online or in 
person 

Bevy of Blooms 
Plant Sale

Find the perfect additions 
for your garden at the Bevy of 
Blooms Plant Sale, happening 
May 24 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m at 
the Lakeside Schoolhouse, and 
again on Sunday from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

“Staff will be available 
to help you select 
plants and create 
a one-of-a-kind 
garden, Cash, 
checks, or cards 
accepted.”

All proceeds support 
Lakeside’s summer garden.

Yoga + Games 
at The Cove

Yoga Uncorked will host a 
fun afternoon of movement 
and relaxation on May 23 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Cove.

“Enjoy a 45-minute all-levels 
yoga class followed by games 
and a beverage of your choice,” 

Class is $25. Please sign up at 
least 24 hours in advance.

For more information or to 

register, visit Yoga Uncorked’s 
website or social media.

Live Music with Hans 
Hessburg

Vin du Lac Winery and 
Bistro will host live music by 
Hans Hessburg on May 23 from 
5 p.m to 7 p.m.

“Savor breathtaking views 
and enjoy locally crafted 
wines while listening to 
tunes from your favorite local 
artist,”

For more information, visit 
vindulac.com or contact the 
winery directly.
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CHNA 
SURVEY

Community Health Needs Assessment

Your input matters! ¡Su aporte importa!

Evaluación de necesidades de salud comunitaria 

Escanear QR código para la encuestaScan QR code to take survey
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They adopted a new 
budget without 
your input, and 
you’re paying for it
By Sen. Keith Goehner

W ashingtonians have 
good reason to be dis - 
trustful of the 

policies coming out of the 
state Capitol. While the 
legislation itself matters, how 
it’s crafted is also important – 
and, increasingly, there is less 
transparency, bipartisanship, 
or accountability.

My goal as a state lawmaker 
is to work together and 
avoid partisanship, so I am 
greatly concerned that the 
new state operating budget 
was developed with little 
Republican input. Using the 
Senate as an example, our 
budget team was in the room 
for rounds one and two, then 
Democrats excluded our ideas 
the rest of the way.

During the final three weeks 
of this legislative session, 
Democrats from the Senate 
and House didn’t just shut 
Republicans out. They shut 
the public out as well, drafting 
the final version of the new 
operating budget behind closed 
doors.

Committee hearings were 
held at the last minute on the 
Democrats’ new tax bills. To 
say there was no bipartisan 
collaboration or transparency 
is not a political grievance, it’s 
the reality of how this budget 
was drafted and passed.

Budgets are about priorities. 
They fund our schools, roads, 
public safety, and essential 
services. They shape the future 
of our state. Yet when it came to 
the largest of the three budgets 

lawmakers had to adopt 
this year, the majority party 
decided that only its priorities 
matter — and that the voices 
of millions of Washingtonians 
represented by Republicans 
don’t deserve to be heard.

Worse yet, the Democrats 
didn’t just craft the operating 
budget in secret — they based 
it on the largest tax increase in 
state history.

We’re talking about billions 
in new taxes on families, 
homeowners, energy users, 
and small businesses.  Even 
those aimed at employers will 
be passed down to consumers 
sooner or later – and at a time 
when families are already 
struggling with high housing 
costs, basic living expenses and 
increasing utility bills.

The majority party 
claims these tax increases 
are necessary to fund state 
services. The truth is, Senate 
Republicans offered a better 
way. Our $ave Washington 
budget was a responsible and 
sustainable alternative that 
would have met the needs 
of our communities without 
raising taxes or cutting any core 
services. Our plan would have 
boosted public safety, special 
education, and mental-health 
funding — all while protecting 
your paycheck, respecting your 
family budget, and keeping the 
size of government in check.

Democrats had two chances 
to join us in adopting this no-
new-taxes budget. Instead, they 
rammed their own plan through, 
The budget they sent to the 
governor wasn’t negotiated by 

COURTESY OF WASHINGTON STATE SENATE
Sen. Keith Goehner/R-Dryden
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anyone other than themselves. 
The majority party refused 
to listen, consider Republican 
amendments, or allow any real 
public input. They unveiled 
their final budget deal at the 
last minute, leaving no time for 
meaningful review or changes. 
The majority party didn’t 
just ignore Republicans, they 
ignored you.

We expect open government 
and deserve to know how 
our money is being spent. 
We deserve a transparent, 
accountable budgeting process 
that includes all voices and 
reflects all communities, not 
just those in the majority party. 
That is why I’m speaking out.

I will continue fighting 
for transparency and fiscal 
responsibility. Better outcomes 
come from open dialogue, not 
closed doors.

While we wait for the 
governor to either sign or 
veto the largest tax increase 
in Washington State history, 
remember, this is your 
government. You deserve a 
seat at the table, not just a 
larger tax bill in your mailbox.

Sen. Keith Goehner represents 
the 12th Legislative District, 
which includes Chelan 
County and parts of King and 
Snohomish counties. Goehner 
is the Republican leader on the 
Senate Housing Committee, 
the assistant Republican 
leader on the Senate 
Transportation Committee, 
and serves on the Senate Local 
Government Committee.

Chelan County 
Sheriff Report
May 9
09:41:11 Accident No Inj, 9984 

Saska Way, Entiat 
09:41:54 Property, 119 E Woodin 

Ave# A, Chelan
12:17:22 Assist Public, 201 

Manson Blvd, Manson
13:37:22 Alarm, 417 S Bradley St, 

Chelan 
14:46:45 Assist Public, 106 

Eldorado Pl, Chelan 
16:30:30 Trespass, Us Hwy 97 

Mp 236; Area, Chelan 
18:27:47 Civil, 201 Mill Rd; Old 

Mill Park, Chelan 
19:37:35 Extra Patrol, 2120 W 

Woodin Ave, Chelan 
20:29:04 Warrant, N Navarre St & 

E Johnson A, Chelan 
21:22:29 Trespass, 201 Mill Rd; 

Old Mill Park, Chelan 
22:35:38 Noise, 958 Manson 

Blvd, Manson 
22:55:15 Traffic Offense, 1200blk 

W Woodin Ave, Chelan 
23:14:20 Domestic Disturbance, 

1418 W Woodin Ave, Chelan 

May 10
01:43:54 Dui, 112 E Woodin Ave, 

Chelan 
07:59:31 Alarm, 585 Wapato 

Way, Chelan 
11:16:30 Trespass, 14425 Olin St# 

H2, Entiat 
11:34:17 Animal Problem, 215 

River Ave, Ardenvoir 
11:37:11 Hazard, Green Ave & 

Totem Pole Rd, Manson 
12:46:46 Domestic Disturbance, 

14579 Us Hwy 97a, Entiat 
13:27:04 Trespass, 505 Boyd 

Loop Rd, Chelan 
14:54:48 Assault, 110 S Apple 

Blossom Dr, Chelan 
18:14:28 Dui, 302 E Woodin Ave, 

Chelan 
19:36:33 Suspicious, 57 Azwell 

Rd, Chelan 

May 11
00:16:12 Accident No Inj, 130 

Boyd Loop Rd, Chelan 
01:14:23 Domestic Disturbance, 

375 Roses Ave # 2, Manson 
02:09:27 Weapons Violation, 529 

N Bradley St, Chelan 
17:09:41 Theft, 205 Pinnacle Pl, 

Chelan 
17:09:49 Theft , 108 N Apple 

Blossom Dr, Chelan 
17:34:25 Weapons Violation, 214 

Mill St, Ardenvoir 
17:40:14 Hazard, Washington 

Creek Rd Mp 1, Chelan 
18:23:17 Burglary,2126 W Terrace 

Ave, Chelan 
19:25:00 Harass/Threat, 14425 

Olin St# H3, Entiat 
20:43:03 Theft, 108 N Apple 

Blossom Dr, Chelan 

May 12
04:39:43 Assist Agency Us Hwy 

97a Mp 224, Chelan 
08:46:34 Parking/Abandon, 

6900blk Roaring Creek Rd, 
Chelan 

08:56:33 Parking/Abandon, 0blk 
Mad River Rd, Ardenvoir 

10:26:03 Malicious Misch, Fourth 
Of July Mtn, Manson

14:30:30 Traffic Offense, Apple 
Acres Rd & Howard Fl, Chelan 

14:36:14 Parking/Abandon, 917 
Lower Joe Creek Rd, Manson 

14:47:26 911, 100 N Apple 
Blossom Dr, Chelan 

15:21:30 Suspicious, 109 E 
Wapato Ave, Chelan 

15:34:15 Theft, 811 Boyd Rd, 
Chelan 

May 13
10:33:22 Civil, 14912 Burkey St, Entiat 
11:53:46 Suspicious, 700blk 

Gorge Rd, Chelan 
12:10:15 Traffic Offense, Us Hwy 

97a Mp 216, Entiat 
13:08:39 Theft , 2021 Entiat Way; 

Park & Ri, Entiat 
13:34:07 Accident Injury, Us Hwy 

97a Mp 209, Entiat 
13:50:30 Assist Public, 13401 

State Rd, Entiat 
15:05:18 Traffic Offense, Union 

Valley Rd, Chelan 
15:19:46 Juvenile Problem, 326 E 

Trow Ave, Chelan 
18:07:38 Welfare Check, 305 E 

Gibson Ave, Chelan 
18:56:25 Domestic Distur, 24888 

Us Hwy 97, Chelan 
21:02:58 Traffic Offense, 526 E 

Woodin Ave, Chelan 
22:52:28 Traffic Offense, Water-

slide Dr & W Woodin, Chelan 
23:38:09 Domestic Disturbance, 

34 Ford St, Manson

May 14
00:23:46 Suspicious, 620 Gorge 

See SHERIFF Page A3
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Chelan Christian ChurCh
Morning Worship 10 am

509-682-2025 • 210 E. Wapato Ave.
Pastor Mark Wilton

lake Chelan united

Methodist ChurCh
Worship 10 am
509-682-2241 

Corner of Johnson & Emerson

st. andrew’s episCopal ChurCh
Worship 10 am

120 E. Woodin Ave., 
PO Box 1226, Chelan, WA 98816

 509-682-2851 
www.standrewschelan.org

Manson united 
Methodist ChurCh

10 am Worship, 
Holy Communion the first Sunday of the month

 “Come as you are, all are welcome” 
687-3311, at the corner of Green and Boetzkes

Sermon-by-Phone 509-423-7514 to hear 
our own Pastor Mike O’Neal deliver his weekly sermon

   

To place your Church information in the 
Church Guide 

call Ruth at 509-682-2213; 
email: ruth@ward.media

Lake Chelan Valley Church Guide
Chelan Manson

Business & Service Directory

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-794-1675
130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

PORTABLE OXYGEN 

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (877) 225-8568 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

877-225-8568
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (877) 225-8568.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt71

844-239-3248TOLL
FREE 

BOGO
40% OFF*

+ $200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase*

OFFER ENDS 8/31

Minimum purchase of 4

Minimum purchase of 4

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum 
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie 
Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be 
available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, 
SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using 
automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our 
Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers 
available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Trust the Nation’s #1 Roofi ng Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 
SCHEDULE TODSCHEDULE TODAY!AY!

Call 1.844.800.9166

CALL TODAY! 1.844.800.9166

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare
We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify: Call 1.855.717.4567

©  2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.  Plans shown above include 
$5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for  
new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,  
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.
Plans start at just $20/month.

833-462-1801Switch & Save Today.

360 Photo Booth business opens in Chelan

COURTESY OF COLDWELL BANKER CASCADE REAL ESTATE
The main lodge of the Freestone Inn includes 12 rooms and five suites with lake and mountain 
views. Originally envisioned by outdoorsman Jack Wilson, the lodge opened in 1996 and 
remains a year-round destination for recreation in the Methow Valley. 

Lake Chelan Mirror 
Ward Media

MAZAMA — A celebrated 
destination in Washington’s 
Methow Valley, the Freestone 
Inn portfolio is now on the 
market, offering investors a 
chance to own a piece of North 
Cascades history.

The property, located at 

31 Early Winters Drive in 
Mazama, is listed for $5,995,000. 
The portfolio includes 12 rooms 
and five suites in the main 
lodge, eight rental cabins, a 
manager’s cabin, a commercial 
kitchen, a restaurant and 
bar, Jack’s Hut pizza pub, a 
community pool, and a hot 
tub. The site comprises 27,750 
square feet of hospitality space 

across 11 buildings.
“The Freestone Inn is a rare 

investment opportunity that 
blends scenic beauty, historic 
significance, and a thriving 
recreational market,” said 
Adam Rynd, listing agent with 
Coldwell Banker Cascade Real 
Estate. Rynd can be reached 
at 206-799-1059 or adam@
cbcascade.com for more 

Historic Freestone Inn in Mazama 
listed for sale at $5.99 million

Lake Chelan Mirror 
Ward Media

CHELAN — A new event 
service in Chelan is accepting 
bookings for the 2025 and 2026 
seasons. Brian McHardy and 
Sarah Estey, co-owners of 
360 Photo Booth Chelan, have 
launched a mobile photo booth 
business that offers a rotating 
camera system designed to 
capture slow-motion video 
footage at events.

The equipment records 
360-degree videos, often set 
to music and branded with 
event-specific graphics. The 
business is targeting a range of 
gatherings, including weddings, 
quinceañeras, corporate 
events, and other private or 
public functions.

“Our goal is to bring 
something fresh, fun, and 
unforgettable to events 
throughout the Chelan Valley 
and beyond,” McHardy said.

McHardy and Estey, both 
residents of Chelan, said the 
business is designed to travel and 
can be adapted to various venue 
sizes. They plan to operate across 
North Central Washington, 
offering the booth at both small 
and large-scale events.

More information is available 
at www.360PhotoBoothChelan.
com, or by contacting 
info@360PhotoBoothChelan.
com.

By MiKe MaltaiS
Ward Media Staff Reporter

MAZAMA – A rare triple 
tragedy struck the local 
climbing community when 
three King County residents 
perished after a fall near 
Liberty Bell peak in the North 
Cascades on Saturday, May 10. 
A fourth member of the party 
sustained serious head and 
internal injuries but survived 
to summon help.

On Tuesday, May 12, 
Okanogan County Coroner 
Dave Rodriguez identified 
the deceased climbers as Tim 

Nguyen, 63, of Renton, Vishnu 
Irigireddy, 48, of Renton, and 
Oleksander Martynenko, 36, of 
Bellevue. The fourth climber, 
Anton Tselykh, 38, of Renton, 
is recovering at Harborview 
Medical Center in Seattle.

In a scenario more typical 
of an Everest expedition than 
a descent of the Early Winters 
North Spire in the Liberty 
Bell group, the climbers were 
tethered together when the 
accident occurred. Okanogan 
County Undersheriff Dave 
Yarnell calculated that the 
group fell about 200 near-
vertical feet and tumbled 

another 200 feet 
down a rocky, snow-
covered chute.

“It’s amazing that 
anyone survived,” Yarnell said.

The accident happened late 
Saturday morning. Tselykh 
later reported that he did not 
regain consciousness until 
nightfall. Despite serious 
internal and head injuries, he 
extricated himself from the 
entangled gear and made his 
way through the darkness, 
arriving at his car at the 
trailhead on Sunday morning.

Perhaps due to his 
unfamiliarity with the area, 

COURTESY OF OCSAR/
FACEBOOK

OCSAR logo

Climbers perish, one survives in 
North Cascades triple tragedy

COURTESY OF MOUNTAINMADNESS.COM
The Early Winters North and South spires, left, are part of the Liberty Bell group.
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Elias Gonzales Akala
Elias Gonzales Akala, 77, of Manson, Washington, 

passed away on May 14, 2025. Services will be 
held May 23, 2025, 4-8 p.m. at Precht Rose Chapel 

in Chelan.
Precht Rose Chapel in Chelan is handling the 

arrangements for the family.

Tselykh did not drive to 
Mazama about 16 miles 

east but instead 
headed toward 

Newhalem, 60 
miles west. From 
N e w h a l e m , 
he contacted 
911 from a 
pay phone. 

Tselykh was 
airlifted to Harbor 

Medical Center 
in Seattle. A 
search team 
headed to the 
accident site 

using coo rdi nates from a GPS 
device carried by one of the 
deceased climbers.

According to evidence found 
at the scene by rescuers, a 
rock anchor or piton was found 
attached to the climbing rope, 
indicating that the anchor – 
of undetermined age and left 

by a previous climbing party 
– may have come loose during 
the descent.

Christina Woodworth, a 
former climbing ranger for the 
Forest Service, coordinates 
Okanogan County Search and 
Rescue (OCSAR), a volunteer 
group that has been working 
with the Sheriff’s Office since 
about 1998. 

“I was able to talk to the 
surviving member of the party 
by phone,” said Woodworth of 
her May 14 call to Tselykh, in 
Harborview.

Tselykh confirmed that the 
group was using the single 
existing anchor for their descent 
because they could not find 
another anchor site. Climbing 
guides consider it a common 
safety practice to install a 
backup piton, especially when 
the age or condition of the 
existing one is unknown.

Woodworth said no permits 
or other authorization are 
required to climb in the area 
and there is no evidence the 
group had booked with a local 
guide service.

The combination of rugged 
terrain and inclement weather 
limited helicopter-assisted 
recovery to a single body at 
a time. Woodworth concurred 
that it is miraculous Tselykh 
survived the fall and noted that 
the accident is the worst of its 
kind to occur in the county.

“There have been some big 
accidents in North Cascades 
Park but nothing like this is our 
county,” Woodworth said. 

Many details are known, 
but the exact cause of the 
anchor failure is still under 
investigation.

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or 
michael@ward.media

COURTESY OF COLDWELL 
BANKER CASCADE REAL 
ESTATE
The Freestone Inn built 
on the original site of the 
Wilson Ranch, is now listed 
for sale at $5.995 million.

information.
The inn’s origins trace back 

to the late 1940s, when Jack and 
Elsie Wilson left San Francisco 
to settle in Mazama and built 
the original Early Winters 
cabins, a stock barn, and a one-
acre lake. Jack Wilson, known 
for his passion for the outdoors, 
led packhorse excursions, 
hunting trips, and fishing tours, 
drawing guests from around 
the world, including celebrities 
and political figures.

In 1996, Wilson’s long-held 
vision for a full-service resort was 
realized with the construction of 
the Freestone Inn on the lake he 
had created decades earlier. The 
inn has since earned accolades 
including recognition as one of 
Travel and Leisure magazine’s 
“Top 25 Lodges in America.”

Situated near the Methow 
Valley Trail System and 
North Cascades National 
Park, the property remains a 
popular destination for outdoor 
enthusiasts throughout the 
year.

The sale presents a unique 
opportunity to continue a 
legacy of rustic hospitality and 
wilderness adventure in one 
of Washington’s most scenic 
regions.
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GO 
TEAMS!

BY MIKE MALTAISWard Media Staff ReporterYAKIMA – The Manson Lady Trojans defending state cham-pion volleyball team showed why it was the team to beat in the playoffs at the Yakima SunDome, Nov. 13-14. From the opening round against the Warden Cougars, Manson gave up only one of 13 sets through the final match against Adna as it dominated all comers along the road to its second consecu-tive state title.

The schedule and scores in-cluded:Nov. 13 opening round vs No. 15 Warden Cougars, 25-7, 25-19, 25-16.Nov. 13 quarterfinals vs No.8 Riverview Panthers, 25-12, 25-14, 25-14.Nov. 14 semifinals vs No. 3 Freeman Scotties, 25-19, 20-25, 25-23, 25-23.Nov. 14 final vs No. 1 Adna Pirates, 25-20, 26-24, 25-17.Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or michael@ward.media CHS Mentors Sofia Oropeza-Sanchez, Adi Castañeda-Rodriguez, Leslie Mata, Karla Cacho.¡La Chispa! facilitator Irvin Enriquez speaks to middle school students about college opportunities for undocumented students.

From the crack of the bat to 
the sprint across the finish line

is proud to cheer for our 
student athletes!

Chelan, Manson, Entiat 
BASEBALL – SOFTBALL – SOCCER – TRACK & FIELD

SSpringpring SSportsports 

Apply today 
to join Team 
Slidewaters
www.slidewaters.com
www.lakesidesurf.com

Strong Body,
Strong Mind,
Strong Team.

GO TEAMS

Downtown Chelan • 509-682-2815
kellyshardware.com

Kelly’s

Hardware

14531 Hwy 97A | Entiat

509-784-4822
www.northcascadesheating.com

Service & Maintain 
your Heat pump or 

Air Conditioning 
System and

STAY COOL
ALL SUMMER!

GO, FIGHT, WIN!
Boys Varsity Baseball

Sat, May 17 Chelan 0 Cashmere 10 Loss

Girls Varsity Softball

Wed, May 14 Chelan 8 Naches Valley 23 Loss

Chelan High School Schedule Chelan High School Scoreboard

Varsity Golf 

Tue, May 20 All Day Chelan WIAA State Golf Away 

Wed, May 21 All Day Chelan WIAA State Golf Away 

Varsity Track 

Fri, May 23 2:00 PM Chelan District 5 Away 

Varsity Tennis

Fri, May 23 All Day Chelan WIAA Sate Tennis Away 

Sat, May 24 All Day Chelan WIAA Sate Tennis Away 

Boys Varsity Baseball

Sat, May 24 All Day Chelan WIAA State Baseball TBD

Meetings

Monday

American Legion #108: First 
Monday, 7 p.m., Manson 
Parks & Recreation Building, 
142 Pedio St. Contact: Norm 
Manly, 509-293-0225.

Manson Grange Youth Fairs 
Program: Third Monday,  6 
p.m., Manson Grange Building, 
youth 5th-8th grade. Contact: 
Norm Manly, 509-293-0225.

Family and friends Support 
Group: Third Monday, 
7-8:30 p.m., Grace Lutheran 
Church, 1408 Washington 
Street, Wenatchee. Contact: 
509-860-3620, website at: 
tcfwenatcheevalley.org

Tuesday
Manson Community Council: 

Third Tuesday, 6 p.m., Manson 
Parks Department, 142 Pedi 
St. In person or JOIN ZOOM 
MEETING: Meeting ID: 865 
5396 3012, Passcode: 98831: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
86553963012?pwd=feCLUlQk
f3Z2TgEGDFvVaCEHpFI6AB.1

Survivors of Suicide Loss 
Support Group:  Second 
Tuesday, 7-8:30 p.m., 
Grace Lutheran Church, 
1408 Washington Street, 
Wenatchee. Contact: 509-
860-3620, website at: 
tcfwenatcheevalley.org

Lake Chelan Health Hospital 
board meeting: Fourth 
Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., board 
room at Lake Chelan Health, 
110 S. Apple Blossom Drive. 
in person or via the internet. 
Agenda, login information: 

lakechelanhealth.org
Manson Grange: Fourth 

Tuesday, 5 p.m., Manson 
Grange Hall on Wapato Way. 
Contact: Norm Manly, 509-
293-0225.

Wednesday
Lake Chelan Arts Council: NOTE 

NEW DATE & LOCATION: 
LCAC will hold a Community 
Gathering on Wednesday, 
May 28, 6-7:30 p.m. at the 
Lake Chelan Commuity 
Center. There will be 
discussion of the future of the 
Lake Chelan Arts Council and 
there will be pizza, beverages 
and entertainment. All who 
are interested are invited to 
attend. For more information: 
Linda, 206-550-5147.

TOPS® Chapter Paves the Way 
to Healthy Lifestyle: Weekly 
on Wednesdays, 10-11 a.m.  
TOPS® chapter (weight loss 
support group) meetings 
at Lake Chelan United 
Methodist Church, located at 
206 N. Emerson St. Attendees 
should use the side entrance 
of the church between the 
Lake Chelan Health Express 
Care Clinic and the church. 
TOPS empowers people to 
stop dieting and start creating 
healthy, enjoyable lifestyle 
habits that will work for them 
over the long haul.

Manson Fire Dept. Board of 
Commissioners: Second 
Wednesday, 3:30 p.m., Station 
#51 - 250 West Manson 
Blvd., Manson. Meetings are 
in person. Contact: Reggie 
Trusel, Administrative 
Assistant, 509-687-3222. 

Agenda at 
mansonfire.org
Chelan Fire & Rescue Board 

of Commissioners: Third 
Wednesday, 3 p.m., Station 
#71, 232 E. Wapato Ave., 
Chelan. Meetings are in 
person and are held via 
ZOOM you can follow the 
link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/87284665516. Meeting 
ID: 872 8466 5516 or dial 
+1 253 215 8782/ Contact: 
Misty Fifield, Administrative 
Assistant, 509-682-4476. 
Agenda at chelan7.com

Death Cafe Chelan: Third 
Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., Chelan Public Library, 
216 N. Emerson Street. 
Contact: Concie Luna or Vita 
Monteleone at monte419@
nwi.net. 

Thursday
Free Blood Pressure Checks: 

Chelan Valley Community 
Nurse program provide 
free, bi-weekly (Thursday, 
May 29) blood pressure 
checks to everyone in the 
valley, 11:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
Chelan Senior Center, 534 
E. Trow Avenue, Chelan. For 
info: Catharine at 509-679-
9059, email: chelanvalley 
communitynurse@gmail.com. 
You will be provided a wallet 
size record card to share with 
your physician if desired.

Lake Chelan Lions Club: First 
and Third Thursdays, 9 a.m., 
Manson Parks Building, 142 
Pedoi St. 

Chelan Cancer Support Group: 
First Thursday, 11:30 a.m.-1 
p.m., Lake Chelan Health 

Hospital. Lunch (purchase 
from hospital cafe) meeting 
in Bragg Room. Meetings are 
open to anyone impacted by 
cancer. Including: patients, 
survivors, caregivers, family 
members and especially 
those who are recently 
diagnosed. It is also open to 
folks wanting to learn ways 
to support someone affected 
by cancer. It’s a place where 
members can offer advice, 
share coping strategies, and 
build relationships along their 
journey.  More info: Anne 
Brooks, 509-682-8718.

Family Caregivers/Support 
Group: Third Thursday, 10 
a.m.-11:30 a.m., Lake Chelan 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Coldwell Banker Board 
Room, 216 E. Woodin Avenue, 
Chelan.

Saturday
Chelan Fire & Rescue Pancake 

Breakfast: Saturday, May 
31, 8-11 a.m. at Chelan Fire & 
Rescue, 232 E. Wapato Ave. 
Cost: Children $5 and Adults 
$10. Proceeds go to Chelan 
Fire & Rescue Firefighters 
Association. Sponsored by 
Chelan Market, Blueberry 
Hills, The Landing, Starbucks 
and Walmart.

VFW #6853 Post Coffee/Donuts, 
Every Saturday, 9-11 a.m., 427 
S. Bradley Street,  donuts, 
coffee and conversation.

Other Events
Lake Chelan Museum of 

Wildlife, Natural History 
& Art Gallery: Open to the 
public Thursday- Saturday, 11 

a.m. – 5 p.m., and Sunday 
Noon to 5 p.m., April to 
October. Located at 21285 
Highway 97A, Chelan, north 
of the Knapp’s Hill Tunnel, 
approximately 10 minutes 
south of Chelan. 

Chelan Museum: The Chelan 
Museum is now open 
Tuesday-Saturday, 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. For more info: 
509-682-5644 or https://
chelanmuseum.com

Chelan Valley Hope: At Chelan 
Valley Hope, we’re proud to 
serve as a central resource 
hub, connecting clients with 
the support they need to 
build stronger, more stable 
lives. While we offer many 
unique services in-house, 
we also partner closely with 
local organizations to ensure 
comprehensive care. For 
mental health, we refer to 
CVCH; for health insurance 
navigation, Lake Chelan 
Health Hospital; and for food 
assistance, the Lake Chelan 
Food Bank. These are just a 
few of the many incredible 
partners who help us uplift 
our community. We extend 
our heartfelt thanks to every 
organization and individual 
working hand in hand with 
us to create a healthier, more 
hopeful Chelan Valley.

Food Bank food distribution: 
Lake Chelan Food Bank 
food giveaway Saturday 
and Tuesday, 9 - 10 a.m. 
Drive through distribution 
at 417 S. Bradley Street.  
Families are limited to one 
box per week. Information: 
l a k e c h e l a n f o o d b a n k .

org  Non perishable food 
donations may be dropped 
off at the Lake Chelan Mirror 
office, 131 Apple Blossom 
Drive, Suite 109 (Chelan 
Business Center).

SAIL Exercise Classes: SAIL 
(Stay Active & Independent 
for Life) fitness classes are 
offered at Chelan Senior 
Center on Monday and 
Wednesday, 1:15 p.m.  Evening 
SAIL classes are Monday 
and Thursday evenings, 5:30 
p.m., Chelan Senior Center. 
SAIL classes are offered to 
residents of Heritage Heights 
Assisted Living on Mondays 
and Fridays at 2 p.m.

Chelan Senior Meals: Served 
at Chelan Senior Center, 534 
E. Trow Avenue, Monday-
Friday. Suggested donation 
for seniors over age 60 is $5. 
Fee for persons under age 
60 is $12. Call 509-888-4440 
to reserve meals 24 hours 
in advance. For information 
about Home Delivered Meals 
call 509-470-0522. Visit their 
website at www.octn.org. 
Follow them on Facebook. 

Household hazardous waste 
drop off: Chelan County 
Moderate Risk Waste Facility 
on Highway 97A in Wenatchee. 
Open the first Saturday of the 
month, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Open 
Tuesday through Friday at 
the same hours. Free service 
to Chelan County residents. 
For the list of items that the 
facility does, and does not 
accept, go to https://www.
c o . c h e l a n .w a . u s / s o l i d -
waste-management/pages/
household-hazardous-wastes
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Call us today!  509-731-3624  NorthwestSwag.com

Your Brand Their Hands
Make your brand a part of their everyday life with premium 
promotional products. Let’s create something memorable. 

Here when you need extra hands—fractional, interim, or project-based

1.509.883.7080 | colleen@back40advisors.com
Colleen Malmassari, SHRM-CP, PHR Founder | HR Consulting

All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
75432TME   separately $240.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 75432. Limit 2 on select items at 
these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping rates will be applied and are subject to change. 

Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. 
Expires 06/30/25.  |  25M8070  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

The world’s most tender, fl avorful 
steaks, extra-aged to perfection.
The juiciest air-chilled chicken, 
tastiest pork, and so much more.
Every bite is a 100% guaranteed 
gourmet experience you’ll crave.

Summer Like You Mean It With

WORLD-FAMOUS WORLD-FAMOUS 
perfection

8 free BURGERS ($22 value)

SAVE 58%

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves1608 
1.833.685.0091 Ask for FREE burgers with off er 75432TME

You’ll love it or 
your money back!

LOGAN FINLEY/WARD MEDIA

After 30 years, Richard Beyer’s “Coyote Reading a Candy Wrapper” is still the landmark everyone looks for when coming to the 
Museum & Cultural Center.

ANDREW SIMPSON/WARD MEDIA

The Malaga Market, the scene of where a Sheriff’s Deputy first 
spotted Mitchell Plantillas on a stolen ATV.

WENATCHEE VALLEY MUSEUM & CULTURAL CENTER

The event is sponsored by the Museum & Cultural Center and 
Write On The River.

Museum hosts “Four Minutes of Fame” 
for local writers to shine on stage
BY ANDREW SIMPSON
Ward Media Staff Reporter

WENATCHEE — Write 
On The River, the group 
that just brought back their 
writing workshop after a 
7-year hiatus, is teaming up
with the Wenatchee Valley
Museum and Cultural Center
to present “Four Minutes of
Fame: A Night of Wine and
Spoken Word” on May 22 from 
6–9 p.m.

The Museum has become 
known for hosting events that 
feature wine and beer from 
local vintners and brewers, 
but the spirits are secondary 
for one night to the spirit of 
creativity, as the partnership 
presents the winners of Write 
On The River's 2025 Writers 
Competition at the beginning 
of the evening, then moves on 
to showcase local talents.

Four Minutes of Fame is 
a free open mic for all local 

writers. From 6–9 p.m., writers, 
poets, and spoken word artists 
will have a maximum of four 
minutes to share their first 
drafts or polished final pieces 
during a night of creativity and 
camaraderie.

This will be an opportunity 
to either grab the spotlight 
yourself for your own four 
minutes or just sip some wine 
and enjoy the massive talent 
that this Valley has to offer. 
Events like this one give the 
public a rare opportunity to 
hear writing in the tone of 
voice the author intended.

If you or someone you know 
is interested in reading at this 
event, you should register 
online no later than Monday, 
May 19, and only register if you 
actually plan to read, as they 
are building a roster as more 
people sign up.

Andrew Simpson: 509-433-7626 
or andrew@ward.media

BY ANDREW SIMPSON
Ward Media Staff Reporter

MALAGA — According 
to a release from Chelan 
County Sheriff Mike Morrison, 
Wenatchee Police took a report 
on Saturday, May 3 of a stolen 
all-terrain vehicle (ATV) from 
inside Wenatchee city limits.

Later, a Chelan County 
Sheriff’s Deputy was patrolling 
in the area of the Malaga 
Market on the Malaga-Alcoa 
Highway when he saw an ATV 
pull out and begin driving 
recklessly. He attempted to 
stop the vehicle when he saw 
that it had no license plate and 
the driver was continuing to 
operate it in an unsafe manner, 
but the driver refused to stop, 
eventually eluding him by 
driving into an orchard, which 
the deputy also saw.

In the orchard off Hurds 
River Ranch Road, the deputy 
located the ATV, but the 
driver was not present. It 
turned out to be the vehicle 

from the stolen ATV report 
from Wenatchee, and it was 
returned to its owner.

However, a crime had been 
committed and the deputy 
stayed on the case. During the 
course of his investigation, he 
found probable cause to arrest 
Mitchell Plantillas of Malaga.

Five days after the initial 
theft report, deputies made 
contact with Plantillas at his 
residence in the 300 block 
of Hurds River Ranch Road. 
There, they took him into 
custody on charges of theft 
of the ATV and eluding law 
enforcement.

According to Sheriff 
Morrison’s report, a search 
warrant was obtained for the 
property and other stolen items 
were located and recovered, 
including another ATV that 
had recently been stolen.

The 27-year-old Plantillas 
was booked into the Chelan 
County Regional Justice 
Center. Charges include two 

Deputies recover stolen ATV, arrest Malaga suspect
counts of possession of a 
stolen vehicle, felony eluding, 
second degree possession of 
stolen property, second degree 
trespassing, second degree 

criminal trespassing and 
second degree burglary. 

Andrew Simpson: 509-433-7626 
or andrew@ward.media

WA budget includes 
$150M to maintain 
health coverage for 
low-income immigrants
BY JACQUELYN JIMENEZ 
ROMERO
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA - Thousands 
of people who are not U.S. 
citizens would continue to 
receive Medicaid-like health 
care coverage in Washington 
state under the budget plan the 
Legislature recently approved.

But the program could make 
the state a target for Medicaid 
cuts Republicans in Congress 
are pursuing.

Washington opened its 
Apple Health Expansion 
program for immigrants 
without legal status last year. 
Enrollment remains capped 
based on available funding, 
which is set to be maintained at 
roughly $150 million in the next 
two-year budget. The budget 
bill is awaiting a signature 
from Gov. Bob Ferguson.

This week, Republicans in 
the U.S. House pushed ahead 
with legislation that would 
penalize states that have these 
kinds of health care programs 
for immigrants. 

The federal government 
pays 90% of the cost of 
covering enrollees who qualify 
for Medicaid under expanded 
income eligibility guidelines in 

the 2010 Affordable Care Act. 
That match would decrease to 
80% if states choose to keep 
covering immigrants with 
programs like Washington’s.

In total, Washington state 
received around $20 billion 
in Medicaid funding from 
the federal government 
during the 2023 federal fiscal 
year, according to KFF, a 
nonpartisan health research 
organization. KFF data also 
show that, as of 2021, about 
821,000 people were covered 
under the Affordable Care Act 
expansion where Republicans 
are looking to reduce the 
federal match. 

Washington’s Health Care 
Authority, which oversees the 
state’s Medicaid program, said 
they are closely monitoring 
federal discussions about 
potential changes to Medicaid 
funding. But it wasn’t 
immediately clear what the 
possible cut could mean for the 
state in dollar terms.

Local advocates have praised 
the Apple Health Expansion 
program for immigrants, 
saying it extends a critical 
safety net to a community that 
has been excluded. 

See WA BUDGET Page B2
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CONNECTING COMMUNITIES ACROSS NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-866-846-8521 now to

America’s #1 Awning!

Instant shade—at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty. Transform your bath

with a walk-in tub

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Offers valid thru 7/31/25

888-710-1265
SCHEDULE A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION

JERRY CORNFIELD/WASHINGTON STATE STANDARD

A new law in Washington will assure students are offered special education services until they 
are 22. State Sen. Adrian Cortes, D-Battle Ground, a special education teacher, was the sponsor. 
He spoke of the need for increased funding and support for public schools at a February rally of 
educators, parents and students at the Washington state Capitol.

Gov. Bob Ferguson signed Senate Bill 5104 on Monday, May 12, which intends to give immigrants 
better tools when facing coercion in the workplace.

Washington will off er special education 
to students longer under new law
BY JERRY CORNFIELD
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA - A new law 
triggered by a lawsuit will 
ensure public school students 
in Washington are offered 
special education instruction 
until they are 22 years old.

Gov. Bob Ferguson signed 
legislation this week to extend 
the length of a student’s 
eligibility to the end of the 
school year in which they turn 
22 or graduate high school, 
whichever comes sooner. The 
current age limit is 21.

“As the son of a longtime 
special education teacher, I 
understand how important 
it is,” Ferguson said before 
putting his signature on 
Senate Bill 5253.

The bill responds to a federal 
court ruling in 2024 that found 
Washington in violation of a 
federal law concerning how 
long states must provide “free 
appropriate public education” 
to students.

Washington law now 
assures students with 
disabilities are eligible for 
special education services 
between the ages of 3 and 21. 

A federal law known as the 
Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act, or IDEA, 
governs how states and 
public schools deliver special 

education and related services 
to children and youth with 
disabilities.

It does not require offering 
“free appropriate public 
education” to those aged 18 
to 21. But, if a state offers 
free education programming 
for any adults, it needs to offer 
those services for students 
until they turn 22. 

In November 2024, a federal 
court issued an order against 
the state in the case of N.D. v. 
Reykdal, a class action lawsuit 
alleging that Washington’s 
law violates the IDEA. 
Washington allowed students 
up to 21 years old to enroll in 
its adult education programs 
and waived the tuition fee 
for those who could not pay. 
Making the programs free 
triggered a requirement to 
comply with the federal law.

Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Chris Reykdal 
requested this year’s bill to 
align state requirements with 
the federal statute. It passed 
unanimously in the Senate 
and 93-1 in the House. It will 
take effect July 27, in time for 
the next school year.

“Ensuring students 
have access to a free and 
appropriate public education 
through their 22nd birthday is 
a vital step toward equity and 
opportunity,” Reykdal said in 

an email this week.
When the law takes effect, 

it will continue providing 
education-related services 
to students with disabilities 
until the end of the school 
year in which they turn 22. 
These include free admission 
to the State School for the 
Blind and the Center for Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing Youth, 
and attendance in education 
programs at residential 
schools.

OSPI estimated 300 to 1,200 
students could benefit and 
said costs could range from 
$6.8 million to $27 million per 
school year to serve them.

Sen. Adrian Cortes, D-Battle 
Ground, the bill’s sponsor and 
a special education teacher 
at Camas High School in 
southwest Washington, said 
he has two students who could 
eventually benefit if they 
choose to enroll in a transition 
program for young adults. 

“It is not a big population 
but it is a population that will 
now be served,” he said.

Washington State 
Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com) 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity.

BY JACQUELYN JIMENEZ 
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Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA _ Gov. Bob 
Ferguson signed three bills to 
protect immigrant rights last 
week. 

These included measures 
to strengthen state power 
to inspect private detention 
facilities, prevent coercion in 
the workplace, and prohibit 
bail bond agents from enforcing 
immigration laws. 

Lawmakers put forward 
the legislation at a time when 
President Donald Trump 
is trying to crack down on 
people crossing into the 
country illegally and as his 
administration presses to 
deport immigrants already 
in the U.S. without legal 
authorization. 

Here’s a look at what 
the new state laws 
would do. 

Detention centers 
State lawmakers have 

been pushing for greater 
transparency at the for-profit 
immigrant detention center in 
Tacoma. Previous efforts on 
this front have landed the state 
in court battles with the for-
profit company that operates 
the facility, The GEO Group.

House Bill 1232 is the latest 
attempt to pave the way for the 
state’s Department of Health 
to inspect the Northwest ICE 
Processing Center and enforce 
compliance with state and 
federal laws there. 

It establishes additional 
standards for such facilities 
in areas like sanitation, 
ventilation and medical care, 
along with new safeguards 
against abuse. 

The bill also expands the 
definition of private detention 
facilities to include those run by 
nonprofit organizations after 
The GEO Group, which runs 
the Tacoma facility, claimed to 
be singled out under existing 
law. The nonprofit Martin Hall 

Juvenile Detention Facility, 
near Spokane, will now join 
the list of these facilities. 

Rep. Lillian Ortiz-Self, D-
Mukilteo, sponsor of the bill, 
said she hopes this legislation 
demonstrates the state is not 
targeting a single facility. 

The law is effective 
immediately. 

Workplace coercion
There is often limited 

recourse for immigrant 
workers facing threats or being 
exploited by their employer. 
Senate Bill 5104, sponsored 
by Sen. Bob Hasegawa, D-
Seattle, intends to give 
immigrant workers better 
tools when facing coercion in 
the workplace. 

The bill would require the 
state’s Department of Labor 
and Industries to investigate 
complaints of coercion and 
would allow the agency to 
impose civil penalties when 
violations occur.

Coercion differs from 
retaliation because it happens 
before an employee raises an 
issue. Retaliation happens 
after the employee does so. 

During the complaint 
process, when a worker files 
a complaint, the department 
will notify the employer, but 
language in the bill was added 
to make a worker’s personal 
information confidential 
to anyone other than the 
department and the employee. 

“Every Washington worker 
can and should feel safe to 
report workplace injustices 
without fear of coercion 
or retaliation of any kind,” 
Ferguson said at the bill 
signing.

The bill would take effect on 
July 1. 

Bail bond agents
Following an incident in 

January during a public 
meeting in Sunnyside, a 
person claiming to be a 
“bounty hunter” said that U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement would soon use 
bail bond agents to arrest 
people in the U.S. without 

legal authorization and pay 
them $1,000 for every arrest. 
ICE had detained two people 
in Sunnyside around this time.

Senate Bill 5714 would expand 
the list of unprofessional 
conduct for bail bond agents 
to include enforcement of 
a civil immigration warrant. 
The Department of Licensing 
could take disciplinary action 
against agents found to be in 
violation.

Bail bond agents already 
largely lacked the authority 
to get involved in immigration 
issues. But Sen. Yasmin 
Trudeau, D-Tacoma, said she 
introduced the bill because 
“people can operate right on 
the boundaries.” The law, she 
said, will provide clarification 
about those boundaries and the 
penalties for crossing them. 

It would also prevent agents 
from sharing a defendant’s 
immigration status with 
anyone outside their business. 

The bill would take effect on 
July 27. 

Other legislation
In addition to the laws the 

governor signed Monday, May 
12, the Legislature approved a 
bill to allow immigrants to use 
paid sick time for immigration 
proceedings, which Ferguson 
signed in April, and a bill to 
have an expedited pardon 
process for those facing 
deportation, which is awaiting 
the governor’s signature.

Lawmakers also maintained 
funding in the budget they 
approved for a state program 
that provides health care 
coverage that mirrors 
Medicaid to a limited number 
of immigrants without legal 
status. Ferguson has still 
not signed off on the budget 
legislation.

Washington State 
Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com) 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity.

Trio of immigrant rights 
laws signed by WA governor

“Immigrants came forward 
this session with the full 
knowledge that doing so could 
mean deportation — or worse,” 
Catalina Velasquez, executive 
director of the Washington 
Immigrant Solidarity Network, 
said in a statement. 

“These victories are the 
result of decades of movement-
building, sacrifice, and 
visionary struggle to ensure all 
immigrants have the resources 
needed to thrive,” she added. 

Federal law prohibits 
noncitizens from accessing 
public benefits such as 
Medicaid, but states can 
use state dollars to create 
programs for this community. 

About 1.8 million residents 
in Washington were covered 
by Medicaid or the related 
Children’s Health Insurance 
Program in December, 
according to U.S. Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services figures. Washington’s 
Medicaid program is called 
Apple Health. 

The Apple Health Expansion 
program for immigrants 
designed to mirror Medicaid 
and is funded solely by the 
state, whereas the traditional 
Medicaid program is funded 
with both federal and state 
dollars. 

The expansion launched 
on July 1, 2024 with enough 
funding to cover up to 13,000 
people. Within the first 48 
hours, all slots were filled, and 

an additional 17,000 people 
signed up for the waiting list. 

Washington state 
Republicans have criticized the 
program and argue the state 
needs to be more careful with 
its spending, especially given 
a multi-billion dollar budget 
shortfall lawmakers just 
worked to solve. They’ve also 
said that the state shouldn’t 
be maintaining services for 
noncitizens while cutting 
services for others.

Washington State 
Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com) 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity.

WA budget
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Bob Ferguson signed a trio of bills 
on Monday related to protecting 
immigrants in Washington state.
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A new law in Washington will assure students are offered special education services until they 
are 22. State Sen. Adrian Cortes, D-Battle Ground, a special education teacher, was the sponsor. 
He spoke of the need for increased funding and support for public schools at a February rally of 
educators, parents and students at the Washington state Capitol.

Gov. Bob Ferguson signed Senate Bill 5104 on Monday, May 12, which intends to give immigrants 
better tools when facing coercion in the workplace.

Washington will off er special education 
to students longer under new law
BY JERRY CORNFIELD
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA - A new law 
triggered by a lawsuit will 
ensure public school students 
in Washington are offered 
special education instruction 
until they are 22 years old.

Gov. Bob Ferguson signed 
legislation this week to extend 
the length of a student’s 
eligibility to the end of the 
school year in which they turn 
22 or graduate high school, 
whichever comes sooner. The 
current age limit is 21.

“As the son of a longtime 
special education teacher, I 
understand how important 
it is,” Ferguson said before 
putting his signature on 
Senate Bill 5253.

The bill responds to a federal 
court ruling in 2024 that found 
Washington in violation of a 
federal law concerning how 
long states must provide “free 
appropriate public education” 
to students.

Washington law now 
assures students with 
disabilities are eligible for 
special education services 
between the ages of 3 and 21. 

A federal law known as the 
Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act, or IDEA, 
governs how states and 
public schools deliver special 

education and related services 
to children and youth with 
disabilities.

It does not require offering 
“free appropriate public 
education” to those aged 18 
to 21. But, if a state offers 
free education programming 
for any adults, it needs to offer 
those services for students 
until they turn 22. 

In November 2024, a federal 
court issued an order against 
the state in the case of N.D. v. 
Reykdal, a class action lawsuit 
alleging that Washington’s 
law violates the IDEA. 
Washington allowed students 
up to 21 years old to enroll in 
its adult education programs 
and waived the tuition fee 
for those who could not pay. 
Making the programs free 
triggered a requirement to 
comply with the federal law.

Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Chris Reykdal 
requested this year’s bill to 
align state requirements with 
the federal statute. It passed 
unanimously in the Senate 
and 93-1 in the House. It will 
take effect July 27, in time for 
the next school year.

“Ensuring students 
have access to a free and 
appropriate public education 
through their 22nd birthday is 
a vital step toward equity and 
opportunity,” Reykdal said in 

an email this week.
When the law takes effect, 

it will continue providing 
education-related services 
to students with disabilities 
until the end of the school 
year in which they turn 22. 
These include free admission 
to the State School for the 
Blind and the Center for Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing Youth, 
and attendance in education 
programs at residential 
schools.

OSPI estimated 300 to 1,200 
students could benefit and 
said costs could range from 
$6.8 million to $27 million per 
school year to serve them.

Sen. Adrian Cortes, D-Battle 
Ground, the bill’s sponsor and 
a special education teacher 
at Camas High School in 
southwest Washington, said 
he has two students who could 
eventually benefit if they 
choose to enroll in a transition 
program for young adults. 

“It is not a big population 
but it is a population that will 
now be served,” he said.

Washington State 
Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com) 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity.

BY JACQUELYN JIMENEZ 
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OLYMPIA _ Gov. Bob 
Ferguson signed three bills to 
protect immigrant rights last 
week. 

These included measures 
to strengthen state power 
to inspect private detention 
facilities, prevent coercion in 
the workplace, and prohibit 
bail bond agents from enforcing 
immigration laws. 

Lawmakers put forward 
the legislation at a time when 
President Donald Trump 
is trying to crack down on 
people crossing into the 
country illegally and as his 
administration presses to 
deport immigrants already 
in the U.S. without legal 
authorization. 

Here’s a look at what 
the new state laws 
would do. 

Detention centers 
State lawmakers have 

been pushing for greater 
transparency at the for-profit 
immigrant detention center in 
Tacoma. Previous efforts on 
this front have landed the state 
in court battles with the for-
profit company that operates 
the facility, The GEO Group.

House Bill 1232 is the latest 
attempt to pave the way for the 
state’s Department of Health 
to inspect the Northwest ICE 
Processing Center and enforce 
compliance with state and 
federal laws there. 

It establishes additional 
standards for such facilities 
in areas like sanitation, 
ventilation and medical care, 
along with new safeguards 
against abuse. 

The bill also expands the 
definition of private detention 
facilities to include those run by 
nonprofit organizations after 
The GEO Group, which runs 
the Tacoma facility, claimed to 
be singled out under existing 
law. The nonprofit Martin Hall 

Juvenile Detention Facility, 
near Spokane, will now join 
the list of these facilities. 

Rep. Lillian Ortiz-Self, D-
Mukilteo, sponsor of the bill, 
said she hopes this legislation 
demonstrates the state is not 
targeting a single facility. 

The law is effective 
immediately. 

Workplace coercion
There is often limited 

recourse for immigrant 
workers facing threats or being 
exploited by their employer. 
Senate Bill 5104, sponsored 
by Sen. Bob Hasegawa, D-
Seattle, intends to give 
immigrant workers better 
tools when facing coercion in 
the workplace. 

The bill would require the 
state’s Department of Labor 
and Industries to investigate 
complaints of coercion and 
would allow the agency to 
impose civil penalties when 
violations occur.

Coercion differs from 
retaliation because it happens 
before an employee raises an 
issue. Retaliation happens 
after the employee does so. 

During the complaint 
process, when a worker files 
a complaint, the department 
will notify the employer, but 
language in the bill was added 
to make a worker’s personal 
information confidential 
to anyone other than the 
department and the employee. 

“Every Washington worker 
can and should feel safe to 
report workplace injustices 
without fear of coercion 
or retaliation of any kind,” 
Ferguson said at the bill 
signing.

The bill would take effect on 
July 1. 

Bail bond agents
Following an incident in 

January during a public 
meeting in Sunnyside, a 
person claiming to be a 
“bounty hunter” said that U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement would soon use 
bail bond agents to arrest 
people in the U.S. without 

legal authorization and pay 
them $1,000 for every arrest. 
ICE had detained two people 
in Sunnyside around this time.

Senate Bill 5714 would expand 
the list of unprofessional 
conduct for bail bond agents 
to include enforcement of 
a civil immigration warrant. 
The Department of Licensing 
could take disciplinary action 
against agents found to be in 
violation.

Bail bond agents already 
largely lacked the authority 
to get involved in immigration 
issues. But Sen. Yasmin 
Trudeau, D-Tacoma, said she 
introduced the bill because 
“people can operate right on 
the boundaries.” The law, she 
said, will provide clarification 
about those boundaries and the 
penalties for crossing them. 

It would also prevent agents 
from sharing a defendant’s 
immigration status with 
anyone outside their business. 

The bill would take effect on 
July 27. 

Other legislation
In addition to the laws the 

governor signed Monday, May 
12, the Legislature approved a 
bill to allow immigrants to use 
paid sick time for immigration 
proceedings, which Ferguson 
signed in April, and a bill to 
have an expedited pardon 
process for those facing 
deportation, which is awaiting 
the governor’s signature.

Lawmakers also maintained 
funding in the budget they 
approved for a state program 
that provides health care 
coverage that mirrors 
Medicaid to a limited number 
of immigrants without legal 
status. Ferguson has still 
not signed off on the budget 
legislation.

Washington State 
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washingtonstatestandard.com) 
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a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
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Trio of immigrant rights 
laws signed by WA governor

“Immigrants came forward 
this session with the full 
knowledge that doing so could 
mean deportation — or worse,” 
Catalina Velasquez, executive 
director of the Washington 
Immigrant Solidarity Network, 
said in a statement. 

“These victories are the 
result of decades of movement-
building, sacrifice, and 
visionary struggle to ensure all 
immigrants have the resources 
needed to thrive,” she added. 

Federal law prohibits 
noncitizens from accessing 
public benefits such as 
Medicaid, but states can 
use state dollars to create 
programs for this community. 

About 1.8 million residents 
in Washington were covered 
by Medicaid or the related 
Children’s Health Insurance 
Program in December, 
according to U.S. Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services figures. Washington’s 
Medicaid program is called 
Apple Health. 

The Apple Health Expansion 
program for immigrants 
designed to mirror Medicaid 
and is funded solely by the 
state, whereas the traditional 
Medicaid program is funded 
with both federal and state 
dollars. 

The expansion launched 
on July 1, 2024 with enough 
funding to cover up to 13,000 
people. Within the first 48 
hours, all slots were filled, and 

an additional 17,000 people 
signed up for the waiting list. 

Washington state 
Republicans have criticized the 
program and argue the state 
needs to be more careful with 
its spending, especially given 
a multi-billion dollar budget 
shortfall lawmakers just 
worked to solve. They’ve also 
said that the state shouldn’t 
be maintaining services for 
noncitizens while cutting 
services for others.

Washington State 
Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com) 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity.
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Bob Ferguson signed a trio of bills 
on Monday related to protecting 
immigrants in Washington state.
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Standards Link: Economics: 
Differentiate between wants and needs.

Standards Link: Economics: Understand the difference between basic 
survival and nonessential items.

When his ship began to sink, 
Pirate Pierre had to act quickly 
to grab things he would NEED 

on the island rather than 
things he might WANT.

How did he do? Circle the things 
he will NEED on the island. Cross 
out the things he might WANT 

that won’t really help him.

              eet Pirate Pierre. He’ll be  
 stuck on this island for the 
next few months until another 
ship arrives to rescue him. It’s a 
great time to know the di�erence 
between WANTS and NEEDS.

A NEED is something you must 
have in order to survive. You need 
water, food, shelter, clothing and 
sometimes medicines.

A WANT is something you 
would like to have, but can 
live without. A computer, 
cellphone, television 
and a bike are 
wants, not needs.

It’s going to be six months 
until the next pirate ship 
visits Pierre’s island. He made 
a map of the island.

Circle the places on Pierre’s 
map that will provide NEEDS. 
Cross out places that 
provide WANTS.

Pierre needs �sh! 
How many can you 
�nd on this page?

hat

matches

gold coins

blanket

bugle

trophy

spyglass

paintbrush

pencil

Mr. Cuddles

socks

knife

cup

pot

rope

rice

Help Pierre catch a crab for dinner!

Look around the room you are in now. 
List three things that are WANTS and 

three things that are NEEDS.

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to locate 

information.

Look through today’s 
newspaper for five 
examples of things 

you need to survive. 
Then find five things 

you want. 

Wants and 
Needs in the 
Newspaper

List three things you NEED in 
your life and three things you 

WANT. Write a paragraph 
explaining your choices.

Look through the newspaper ads for 
something that you want. Divide the price 
of that item by 12. There are 12 months in a 
year, so how much would you need to save 
each month to purchase the item in a year?

“I REALLY Want That!”

Standards Link: Math: Calculate amounts using money.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

CELLPHONE
TREASURE
COMPUTER
RESCUE
ISLAND
PIRATE
TROPHY
OYSTER
WANTS
NEEDS
KNIFE
SINK
CRAB
ROCK
ROPE
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R
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milk
cheese

ice cream

popsicle

granola bar

pizza

�sh

peas

carrot stickscrackers

apple

cupcake

Sometimes it’s hard to decide if something is a need or a 
want. For example, cake is a food, but is it a want or a need?

Circle the foods here that you think are a need. Show your 
choices to a family member. Do they agree?

Have a friend give you each
type of word to fill in the blanks.

Then read the story aloud!

Pierre’s ship sank after 
someone put a lot of 
_______ inside one of 
the cannons. 

Pierre swam to the 
shore of a very strange 
island. It was covered 
with ______________  
_____________ , so he 
knew he’d have plenty 
to eat.

Instead of coconuts, 
________ grew on the 
trees. And to catch fish, 
he used ____________ 
___________ for bait!

He built a little hut out 
of __________ that he 
found on the _______ .
It protected him when 
rain began to _______ 
from the sky. 

Pierre was eager to 
_________ home. He 
made a tall tower of 
_____________ to 
catch the attention of 
passing ships. It 
worked! The captain of 
a _______   ________ 
saw the tower and 
Pierre was rescued!

Standards Link: Grammar: Understand and 
use nouns, adjectives and verbs correctly.

COURTESY OF PAUL TOMAS
The sun sets over Lake 
Wenatchee, casting a golden 
glow across the still waters 
and surrounding Cascade 
foothills.

COURTESY OF WENATCHEE VALLEY MUSEUM & CULTURAL 
CENTER

Tour participants pose at the Welcome to Stehekin sign 
during a Wenatchee Valley Museum & Cultural Center tour 
led by Native storyteller Randy Lewis, second from right.

He has more than 30 years of 
experience in public education 
and has served in various 
roles including superintendent, 
teacher, and principal.

Esquivido-Strom, of the Nor 
Rel Muk Wintu Nation and 
Hupa descent, serves as interim 
director of tribal government 
affairs at the Washington State 
Board for Community and 
Technical Colleges. She holds 
degrees in American Indian 
Studies and Social Work, and 
her work centers on building 
Native student success across 

the state’s 34 community and 
technical colleges. Presenters 
will lead workshops on topics 
such as Indigenous history 
and governance, place-
based learning, language 
revitalization, and strategies for 
increasing Indigenous visibility 
in education. Hands-on sessions 
will also include curriculum 
development using traditional 
art forms, storytelling 
through film, and examples 
of multigenerational learning 
models.

“We are honored to 
welcome educators from 
across Washington state to 
our homelands for the Summer 
Teaching Institute,” said Colville 

Business Council Chairman 
Jarred-Michael Erickson. “This 
gathering is more than an event; 
it is a commitment to deepening 
our understanding of Indigenous 
knowledge systems, and to 
ensuring that what is taught 
in classrooms truly reflects the 
voices and histories of the First 
Peoples of this land.”

Wenatchee Valley College 
President Faimous Harrison 
added, “tmixw — ‘In this place, 
we are all related’ marks the 
return of this forum for the 
first time since 2016 and will 
positively impact generations of 
students from PreK-12 all the 
way through post-secondary 
education.”

The institute is a 
collaboration between 
Wenatchee Valley College 
Omak, the Confederated Tribes 
of the Colville Reservation, 
Omak School District, Paschal 
Sherman Indian School, OSPI’s 
Office of Native Education, and 
the North Central Educational 
Service District.

Registration for the three-
day institute is $250 
and includes keynote 
presentations, workshops, 
professional development 
CEUs, meals, and cultural 
activities. More information 
is available at www.wvc.edu/
summerteachinginstitute.

Keynote speakers
Continued from page A1

Museum
Continued from page A1

Apple Blossom
Continued from page A1

Wade Farris, Chelan City 
Administrator, will serve 
as this year’s guest speaker. 
Farris is a veteran and former 
U.S. Air Force colonel with 
more than two decades of 
military service. His remarks 
are expected to reflect on the 
meaning of Memorial Day and 
the importance of honoring 

military sacrifice.
Manson High School 

students will assist with the 
event, continuing a long-
standing tradition of student 
involvement in the ceremony. 
Following the program, 
attendees will be offered 
coffee, cookies, and poppies 
in remembrance of those who 
served.

The event is open to all 
community members.

Manson High School students 
and was hosted by Radiance 
Winery and Coffee house.

Parade results 2025: 
Band results 
High School Bands

1. Chelan High School
Middle School Bands

1. Cashmere Middle School
2. Pioneer Middle School

Drill Team
High School 

1. Chelan High School
Middle School

1. Pioneer Middle School
2. Cashmere Middle School

Commercial Entry
1. Tipsy Canyon
2. LJ construction 
3. Manson Growers and The 

Cider Press

Community Entry
1. Chelan Valley Community 

Nurse
2. Lake Chelan Health
3. Lake Chelan Pirate Fest

Formal floats
1. Washington State Apple 

Blossom (Wenatchee)
2. Cashmere

Juvenile
1. North Shore Preschool

2. Grange Youth Fair

Walking Entry
1. Manson Early Learning 

Center

Queens Choice-
Tipsy Canyon

Equestrian Group
1. Antonios Landscaping/La 

Brisa Mexican Restaurant 
2. Mini Barn Farm
3. Romero Landscaping

Equestrian Individual 
1. Chelan County Fair Rodeo 

Queen
2. Chelan Equestrian 

Student Art Show
Best of show

1. Mersedez Morfin
2. Isabella Wisdom
3. Cesar Ontoveros

Queens Choice
Destiny Lopez

People’s Choice
Evie Batch

Participants drive their own 
vehicles between sites, a 
format museum officials say is 
designed to promote flexibility 
and broader participation from 
both Eastern and Western 
Washington.

“Whether it is taking a boat 
to Stehekin, learning about the 
Wellington Train Disaster, or 
basking in the beauty of Lake 
Wenatchee, the WVMCC has 
plenty to offer!” the museum 
said in a release.

The first offering, the 
“Stehekin: Heart of the 
Cascades Tour,” takes place 
Saturday, May 24. Led by 
Native storyteller Randy Lewis, 
the tour includes a boat ride to 
the remote village of Stehekin, 
treats from the Stehekin Pastry 
Company, and discussions on 
the region’s Indigenous and 
cultural heritage. Participants 
will meet at the Chelan Boat 
Dock at 1418 N. Woodin Ave. in 
Chelan. Admission is $225 for 
museum members and $250 for 
non-members. Space is limited 
and pre-registration is required.

The second event explores 

Memorial Day
Continued from page A1
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the site of one of the deadliest 
avalanches in U.S. history. The 
“Wellington Train Disaster 
Lecture & Tour” begins with a 
public lecture by Randy Dasho 
of Port Orchard on Friday, May 
30, at the historic Wells House in 
Wenatchee. Dasho will discuss 
the Great Northern Railroad and 
the 1910 Wellington Disaster. 
The lecture is free and open to 
the public.

The corresponding guided 
tour follows on Saturday, May 
31, starting at 9 a.m. from the 
Nason Creek Rest Area along 
U.S. Highway 2. Participants 
will caravan through several 

historic locations between 
Leavenworth and Stevens Pass. 
Admission is $75 for members 
and $95 for non-members. 
Registration is required.

The final tour in the current 
lineup is the “PNW Treasures 
Tour: Lake Wenatchee,” set for 
Saturday, Sept. 13. Led again 
by Randy Lewis, this tour will 
explore Indigenous cultural 
sites from Leavenworth to 
Lake Wenatchee and includes 
a lunch stop at the YMCA 
Camp at the lake. Cost is $75 
for members and $95 for non-
members. A Discover Pass is 
required for participants.

Tours are designed for 
adult audiences, and more 
information is available on 
the museum’s website at 
wenatcheevalleymuseum.org 
or by calling (509) 888-6240.

The Wenatchee Valley 
Museum and Cultural Center 
is a nonprofit organization 
supported by the cities 
of Wenatchee and East 
Wenatchee. Its mission is “to 
gather, engage, and educate 
people to celebrate and 
preserve the history, arts, 
sciences, and rich diversity of 
our region.”




