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Chelan, Manson schools 
honored by the state 
for closing educational 
opportunity gaps

Cruizin Chelan reveals schedule for May 30–31 Classic Car Show

Manson celebrates 105th 
Apple Blossom Festival

Tsillan Cellars named most awarded 
Washington Winery at 2025 Seattle Wine Awards

Lake Chelan Mirror 
Ward Media

LAKE CHELAN VALLEY - Chelan 
and Manson schools have been 
recognized by the state for their work 
to close opportunity gaps in education.

Morgen Owings Elementary (MOE) 
and Chelan Middle School (CMS) were 
recognized by the Washington School 
Recognition Program, led by the 
Washington State Board of Education, 
for their outstanding efforts in Closing 
Opportunity Gaps during the 2023–24 
school year. 

Manson High School received honors 
in the Closing Gaps – Graduation 
category, which celebrates schools 
that have made significant progress in 

closing graduation gaps and improving 
outcomes for all students.

This statewide recognition is 
awarded to schools that are making 
significant progress in helping all 
students succeed, especially in areas 
like academic growth, multilingual 
learner progress, and overall student 
achievement. MOE and CMS are two 
of just 76 schools across Washington 
to earn this distinction.

“This prestigious recognition places 
Manson High School among the top 
16% of schools across Washington 
state to earn this honor,” Manson 
Superintendent Tabatha Mires said. 
“It is a clear reflection of the school’s 
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MANSON - The 105th Manson 
Apple Blossom Festival ‘Legends 
of the Lake’ kicked off the two-day 
festival on Friday evening, May 9, 
with the Coronation Pageant held 
at the Manson High School Gym. 
Grand Marshal for the 2025 festival 
Viki Downey, officially crowned the 
royalty, Queen Queen Genesis Torres, 
Princess Isabella Alexander and 
Princess Brynn Williams,  who were 
selected in February to reign over the 
festival.

On Saturday, May 10, a day full 
of activities and events started with 
the Manson Apple Blossom Pancake 
Breakfast held at the Manson Grange. 
Breakfast included eggs, ham, juice, 
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CHELAN — With just weeks to 
go, organizers have released the full 
schedule for the 19th annual Cruizin 
Chelan Classic Car Show, set for May 
30–31 in Historic Downtown Chelan.

Hosted by the Lake Chelan 
Chamber of Commerce, the event will 
feature two days of activities for car 
enthusiasts and families alike. Classic 

cars, trucks, motorcycles, and street 
rods will line Woodin Avenue during 
the popular Show ‘n’ Shine, while 
Riverwalk Park will host vendors, 
music, and a beer garden.

The event begins Friday, May 30, 
with registration and packet pick-up 
from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Lake Chelan 
Chamber of Commerce. At 3 p.m., 
cruise participants will gather at 12 
Tribes Lake Chelan Casino before 
departing at 4:15 p.m. for Miller’s 

Lake Chelan Auto Museum. A kickoff 
party and registration reception will 
take place at the museum from 4 to 
7 p.m.

On Saturday, May 31, show parking 
begins at 7 a.m. and registration 
continues from 8 to 11 a.m. A pancake 
breakfast will be served during that 
time at the Chelan Fire Station, with 
proceeds supporting the Chelan 
Firefighters Association’s community 
projects.

Judging for all registered vehicles 
runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., including 
a Spectators Choice award, which 
allows attendees to vote via QR codes 
displayed on dash plaques. The Show 
‘n’ Shine will be open from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Woodin Avenue.

Riverwalk Park will feature a 
vendor market and family activities 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., alongside live 
music and a beer garden operating 
from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The event 

concludes with an awards ceremony 
at 4 p.m.

Participants can register online at 
cruzinchelan.com.

The Lake Chelan Chamber of 
Commerce, which has served the 
community since 1931 and currently 
has nearly 500 members, said it is 
excited to welcome visitors for one 
of the area’s most cherished summer 
traditions.
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CHELAN — Tsillan Cellars has 
been recognized as the most awarded 
Washington winery at the 2025 Seattle 
Wine Awards, earning 17 gold medals 
and continuing a string of accolades 
that has placed the Chelan-based 
winery at the forefront of the state’s 
wine industry.

Leading the honors was the 2023 
Estate Reserve Chardonnay, which 
received a Double Gold designation 
and a 95-point score. Six Tsillan wines 
earned scores between 94 and 95 points 
in the competition.

This latest recognition follows a 
strong showing earlier this year at 
the San Francisco Chronicle Wine 

Competition, the largest domestic 
wine competition in the United States, 
where Tsillan Cellars also garnered the 
most gold medals among Washington 
wineries.

The 2023 Estate Reserve 
Chardonnay’s success continues a 
legacy that began when Chardonnay 
vines were first planted on the south 
shore of Lake Chelan in 2000. The same 
vineyard produced the 2005 Estate 
Chardonnay, which won the Walter 
Clore Trophy for Best Washington 
Chardonnay and Best White Wine 
at the Washington State Wine 
Competition.

“Great wine begins in the vineyard,” 
said Nic Stevens, vineyard manager 

COURTESY OF TSILLAN CELLARS
Tsillan Cellars overlooks the south shore of Lake Chelan, where estate-grown vineyards and Tuscan-inspired 
architecture have helped establish the winery as a premier destination and award-winning producer in 
Washington State.

RUTHEDNA KEYS/WARD MEDIA
The Manson Apple Blossom royalty took time out of their busy schedule 
on Saturday morning, May 10, before the grand parade, to pose for a 
photo with the 220 walkers and runners in the fun run. Left to right are: 
Princess Isabella Alexander, Queen Genesis Torres and Princess Brynn 
Williams.

COURTESY OF TSILLAN CELLARS
From left to right, Tsillan Cellars Head Winemaker Garrett Grubbs, Cellar 
Associate Maddie Raymond, and Vineyard Manager/Assistant Winemaker 
Nic Stevens stand in the estate barrel room following the winery’s 
recognition as the most awarded Washington winery at the 2025 Seattle 
Wine Awards.

Lake Chelan Wineries win big at 2025 Seattle Wine Awards
Lake Chelan Mirror 
Ward Media

CHELAN — Wineries from the Lake 
Chelan region earned a total of 71 
medals at the 2025 Seattle Wine 
Awards, one of Washington state’s 
most prominent wine competitions.
The awards included 2 Double Golds, 
56 Golds, and 13 Silvers, highlighting 
a strong showing for the Lake Chelan 
American Viticultural Area (AVA) and 
reinforcing its reputation as a growing 
force in the state’s wine industry.
“We are beyond proud of our member 
wineries for their outstanding 

performances this year,” said Renea 
Roberts, Executive Director of the Lake 
Chelan Wine Alliance. “These awards 
are a testament to the exceptional 
wineries in our unique AVA and 
the talent and dedication of the 
winemakers who call this valley home.”
The Seattle Wine Awards draws entries 
from across Washington and is widely 
regarded as a benchmark for wine 
quality in the region. Judges evaluate 
entries through a blind tasting process, 
awarding honors based on merit and 
scoring.
The Lake Chelan AVA, established in 
2009, continues to gain recognition 

for its diverse varietals, high-altitude 
vineyards, and unique microclimates. 
Wineries in the area offer a range of 
red, white, and rosé wines, as well 
as sparkling selections, with many 
producers focused on sustainable 
practices and estate-grown grapes.
The Lake Chelan Wine Alliance, a 
nonprofit membership organization, 
promotes the valley’s wine industry 
through marketing, education, and 
industry advocacy.

A full list of medal recipients is 
available at seattlewineawards.com/
results.

See SCHOOLS Page A3

See TSILLAN CELLARS Page A3

See APPLE BLOSSOM Page B4
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Get your event in the spotlight with Ward Media!
If you have an exciting event to share, email Reporter Quinn Propst at quinn@ward.media. We’ll showcase the five most 
captivating events of the week, giving your event the recognition it deserves. Even if your event isn’t among the top five, 
it will still be added to our events calendar and featured online. Don’t miss this chance to make your event shine! 5 

things to do
this week

La Terraza on the Ave
La Terraza on the Ave will 

host a community celebration 
of Hispanic heritage on May 
17 from Noon to 9 p.m. along 
Wenatchee Avenue between 
Orondo Avenue and Yakima 
Street in Wenatchee.

“Get ready for a day packed 
with culture, flavor, and 
excitement! La Terraza brings 
the community together with 
live music, folkloric dance, 
delicious food, local artists and 
vendors, and our signature 
tequila garden,” 

For more information, visit 
La Terraza on the Ave on 
Facebook.

Okanogan Family Faire 
(Barter Faire)

The Okanogan Family Faire 
will take place May 16–18 at 
76 W. Cayuse Mountain Rd. in 
Tonasket.

“Barter Faire has grown 
into a vibrant annual event 
featuring vendors, musicians, 
artists, and craftspeople from 
near and far.This is a nonprofit 
event supporting public 
education and traditional, 
rural, economic, and spiritual 
values that honor diversity, 
wildlife, and the Earth,” 
Important Notes: Cash only. 
No generators allowed. We are 
an off-the-grid culture—there 
is no cell service and no selling 
of internet access.

For more information, 
visit Okanogan Family 
Faire on Facebook or at 
okanoganfamilyfaire.net.

MOE Palooza

Morgen Owings PTO will 
host its 2nd annual MOE 
Palooza, a spring carnival, on 
the school grounds May 18 
from Noon to 3 p.m.

“This fun-filled 
outdoor event will in-
clude food, games, 
face painting, 
ani mals, and 
more! Bring the 
whole family for a day 
of community, laughter, 
and celebration, tickets are 
$5 per person at the gate”

For more information, contact 
MOE at 509-682-4031.

Winemaker Takeover 
with Tipsy Canyon 
Winery

Join Tipsy Canyon Winery 
for a Winemaker Takeover on 
Wednesday, May 15 from 6 p.m 
to 9 p.m. at The Cove Wine & 
Games, 806 W. Manson Hwy 
in Chelan.

“Lexi and Mark of Tipsy 
Canyon are taking over our 
bar! Guests will enjoy a tasting 
of five award-winning wines, 

including two brand-new 
releases.”

For more details, visit Tipsy 
Canyon Winery on Facebook 
or at tipsycanyon.com.

Yoga + Wine at Larc Hill 
Vineyard Ranch

Join Larc Hill Vineyard 
Ranch for Yoga + Wine on 

Saturday, May 17 from 10 a.m. 
to noon.

“Enjoy a 45-minute all-
levels yoga class surrounded 
by the beautiful vineyard, 
followed by a wine tasting to 
unwind.”

For more information or to 
reserve your spot, visit Larc 
Hill Vineyard Ranch on 
Facebook.
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State Fire Marshal urges wildfire 
preparedness as summer nears
NCW News 
Ward Media

OLYMPIA — With warmer 
and drier weather expected 
across Washington this 
summer, state officials are 
warning residents to prepare for 
an increased risk of wildfires. 
In 2024, the State Fire Marshal’s 
Office (SFMO) deployed its All-
Risk Mobilization Program to 
assist in 30 wildfire incidents 
statewide. The combined res-
ponse cost approximately 
$23 million, underscoring the 
growing financial and envi-
ronmental impact of large-scale 
wildfires.

“As we look forward 
to sunshine and outdoor 
activities, wildfire prevention 

and preparedness must remain 
a top priority,” the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office stated in a 
release issued Wednesday.

To reduce the risk of 
wildfires, SFMO officials 
recommend clearing dead 
vegetation and other fuel 
sources away from structures, 
participating in community 
cleanup days, practicing daily 
fire safety, using fire-resistant 
construction materials, and 
staying alert to emergency 
notifications.

Preparedness efforts should 
also include assembling 
an emergency kit with food, 
essential medications, 
important documents, a battery-
powered radio, and a first aid 
kit. Families are encouraged 

to practice evacuation routes, 
establish communication plans 
with neighbors, and prepare 
vehicles with necessary 
supplies.

The SFMO emphasized 
that residents should follow 
evacuation orders and heed 
guidance from emergency 
personnel in the event of a 
wildfire.

Additional wildfire safety 
information can be found 
through the National Fire 
Protection Association.

For further resources or 
questions, residents can 
contact the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office at (360) 596-
3904 or visit www.wsp.wa.gov/
state-fire-marshals-office.

STOCK PHOTO

STOCK PHOTO

COURTESY OF VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS POST 6853
Members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6853 and Boy 
Scouts Troop 34 march in the 2024 Memorial Day Parade.

COURTESY OF VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS POST 6853
The Chelan VFW’s Memorial Day Parade poster.

Chelan Memorial Day 
Parade to honor fallen 
service members

Lake Chelan Mirror 
Ward Media

CHELAN — The annual 
Chelan Memorial Day Parade 
will take place on Monday, 
May 26, at 7 p.m. in historic 
downtown Chelan.

“Join the VFW Post 6853 in 
honoring the brave combat 
veterans who gave their lives 
for our freedoms at the Chelan 
Memorial Day Parade,” the 
event page states. Hosted by 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 

6853 and Boy Scouts Troop 34, 
the parade honors U.S. military 
personnel who lost their lives 
in service to the country. 
Community members are 
invited to gather along East 
Woodin Avenue to pay tribute 
and reflect on the sacrifices 
made by fallen heroes.

The parade begins at 203 E. 
Woodin Ave. and is open to the 
public. More information is 
available at www.post6853.org 
or by calling 509-682-4322.

Lake Chelan Mirror 
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CHELAN – Morgen Owings 
Elementary School will host 
its annual MOE Palooza spring 
carnival on Sunday, May 18, 
from 12 to 3 p.m. 

Proceeds from the carnival 
will support purchasing school 
supplies for the 2025–2026 
academic year. School supplies 
have been quoted at $14,000 
for the coming school year, 
according to the MOE PTO.

The event, open to the public 
and geared toward children 
in pre-kindergarten through 

fifth grade, will take place on 
the school grounds at 407 E. 
Woodin Ave. In the event of 
rain, most activities will move 
indoors to the community 
gym, with the exception of the 
petting zoo.

Carnival attractions will 
include games, face painting, 
a cake walk, cotton candy, 
and a “Pie the Teacher” raffle, 
where students can enter to 
throw a pie at selected teachers 
once donation thresholds are 
met. Tickets are 50 cents each, 
with varying costs for different 
activities. Bingo games will also 
be held every 30 minutes with 

local gift card prizes.
In addition to the ticketed 

attractions, several free 
activities will be available, 
including a Touch a Truck 
exhibit, hoop games with the 
Wenatchee Bighorns, a petting 
zoo, and outdoor games like 
cornhole and chalk art.

Pre-sale ticket packages can 
be picked up at the will-call 
table at the school’s front gate. 
Tickets will also be sold at the 
event.

For more information, contact 
Morgen Owings Elementary or 
visit the school’s event page.

MOE Palooza carnival 
set for May 18 to raise 
funds for school supplies

Get rid of all that extra stu� 
with an ad in the Lake 

Chelan Mirror Classi�eds.

Call us at 
509-293-6780
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Melvin Louis Joseph
Melvin Louis Joseph, 87, of Chelan, Washington, 

passed away on May 8, 2025. 
Brecht Rose Chapel in Chelan is handling the 

arrangements for the family.

L orinda "Lorie" Marie 
Ross passed away 
Tuesday, May 6, 2025.

Lorinda Marie Ross was 
born to Paul and Patricia 
Doede on May 10, 1951, 
and was raised with three 
siblings on an apple or-
chard beside Lake Chelan, 
Washington. Summer days 
of orchard work, swimming, 
and family dinners shaped 
her work ethic and love of 
family.

Lorie began her career as 
a candy striper at the com-
munity hospital in Chelan 
and ended as a nurse prac-
titioner in Bozeman, Mon-
tana, with stops along the 
way in Spokane, California 
and Alaska. She cared for 
patients, family, and friends 
for over 50 years and was ex-
ceptional in her knowledge, 
compassion, and unassum-
ing way.

Lorie was a loving daugh-
ter, wonderful sister, and 
special aunt who loved her 
family fiercely and was al-
ways quick with a word of 
encouragement and unhur-
ried with a great big hug.

 At age 63, Lorie mar-
ried a long-time friend and 
widower, Rockford (Rocky) 

Ross, and entered a new 
phase of life. She became 
a wife, stepmother, and 
grandmother and embraced 
her new roles wholeheart-
edly. She and Rocky always 
had an open door and loved 
to host and feed friends 
and relatives. Lorie loved 
to bake, especially bread 
made with her starter, who 
she called "Herman." 

 With quiet courage, Lorie 
endured a 30-year battle 
with cancer. Although we 
will all miss her terribly, her 
lifelong unwavering faith in 
the eternal inspires hope for 
us all. She truly cared about 
people and souls and was 
selfless in how she lived. It 
was a blessing to have Lorie 
in our lives.

These few words can t 
possibly contain the expan-
siveness of Lorie: who she 
was, what she means to all 
of us, and the depth of her 
relationship with the divine. 
We will keep Lorie in our 
hearts and carry her spirit 
with us always.

Lorinda is survived by her 
husband, Rocky; their chil-
dren, Jason (Nicole), Heidi, 
Jennifer (Adam Raspler); 
and grandchildren, Ruby and 

Adeline. She is also survived 
by her mother, Patty Do-
ede; siblings, Terry (Carol) 
Doede, Dick (Vicki) Doede, 
Diane (Darren) Williams; 
nephews, Kermit (Shee-
na) Doede, Nolan (Amber) 
Doede; and nieces, Lacey 
(Darren) Schulz, and Alyson 
(Dylan) McGuire. Great niec-
es and nephew are Gracie, 
Grant, Halle Schulz, Aubrey 
Doede, and Quinn Doede. 
She was preceded in death 
by her father, Paul Doede. 

A Viewing will be held 
Friday, May 16, from 6:00 to 
9:00 p.m, at Dokken-Nelson. 
Another Viewing will take 
place Saturday, May 17 from 
1:00 to 2:00 p.m. at Manhat-
tan High School directly fol-
lowed by the Funeral Service 
at 2:00 p.m. with time to visit 
after. A Graveside Service 
and Burial will take place 
on Tuesday, May 20 at 1:00 
p.m.. at the Chelan Fraternal 
Cemetery in Chelan, WA.

Arrangements are in the 
care of Dokken-Nelson Fu-
neral Service. www.dokken-
nelson.com. 

O ur beloved "Papa", 
Al Marcear, passed 
away peacefully on 

the evening of his 85th birth-
day in Phoenix, Arizona, 
following a sudden illness. 
A lifelong resident of Chelan, 
Al was the first-born child of 
Albert L. Marcear Sr. and 
Jessie (Silkey) Marcear, and 
big brother to sisters Anita 
and Carolyn. 

Al attended school in 
Chelan, graduating from 
CHS in 1958. Following 
High School, he attended 
classes at WSU and Griffin 
Murphy Business School, 
where he earned a certificate 
in accounting. In 1962, he 
married Sue (Harms), also 
of Chelan. Al and Sue made 
their first home in Seattle 
before returning to Chelan in 
1965 to raise their family. Al 

started a long career in the 
Apple Industry as a grower 
accountant for Blue Chelan, 
Inc. Eventually, he trained 
to become a fieldman under 
Don Morse. 

The Marcears purchased 
their first home and small 
orchard in Chelan Falls in 
1969. After a few years, 
he decided to become a 
full-time orchardist, start-
ing with 20 beautiful acres 
overlooking the community 
of Chelan. In the 1980s, Al 
became a board member at 
Trout, Inc., serving a long 
tenure as president. This 
role allowed Al to travel, 
he visited apple markets 
in Asia, the Middle East, 
and throughout the United 
States. Al and Sue enjoyed 
a long retirement, exploring 
the U.S. with friends in their 

motorhome, backpacking, 
boating, golfing, cruising, 
and migrating as snowbirds 
each winter to Yuma, Ari-
zona. Al lived a good life, 
rich in family, friends, and 
experiences.

Al leaves behind his wife 
of 63 years, Sue; children Jill 
Burbery and Brent Marcear, 
his favorite son-in-law Jim, 
and favorite daughter-in-law 
Cindy; 8 grandchildren, 8 
great-grandchildren, and 
sister Anita Nesvacil.

A celebration of Al's life will 
be held at Shadow Mountain 
Events in Chelan on Satur-
day, May 31, beginning at 
2 p.m.

Chelan Christian ChurCh
Morning Worship 10 am

509-682-2025 • 210 E. Wapato Ave.
Pastor Mark Wilton

lake Chelan united

Methodist ChurCh
Worship 10 am
509-682-2241 

Corner of Johnson & Emerson

st. andrew’s episCopal ChurCh
Worship 10 am

120 E. Woodin Ave., 
PO Box 1226, Chelan, WA 98816

 509-682-2851 
www.standrewschelan.org

Manson united 
Methodist ChurCh

10 am Worship, 
Holy Communion the first Sunday of the month

 “Come as you are, all are welcome” 
687-3311, at the corner of Green and Boetzkes

Sermon-by-Phone 509-423-7514 to hear 
our own Pastor Mike O’Neal deliver his weekly sermon

   

To place your Church information in the 
Church Guide 

call Ruth at 509-682-2213; 
email: ruth@ward.media

Lake Chelan Valley Church Guide
Chelan Manson

unwavering commitment to 
student success, especially in 
helping every student reach 
the milestone of high school 
graduation.”

The recognitions reflect 
the hard work of students, 
the dedication of school staff, 
and the ongoing support 
from families and the wider 
community. The progress that 
the schools made in closing 

opportunity gaps show that 
when people work together it 
creates opportunities for every 
child to learn, grow and thrive. 

“Our staff show up every day 
with heart and purpose, and 
our students are rising to the 
challenge,” said Superintendent 
Brad Wilson. “This honor 
shows that our commitment to 
each student, backed by our 
strategic plan and community 
values, is making a real 
difference.”

As part of the recognition, 
each school will receive a 

banner to display, celebrating 
the learning, growth, and 
achievement happening in the 
valley.

“Achieving [these honors] 
is no small feat,” said Bill 
Kallappa, chair of the State 
Board of Education. “It takes 
a team of dedicated educators 
and administrators working 
together to ensure that their 
students have the knowledge 
they need to be successful. And 
it takes great students coming 
to school every day ready to 
learn.”

Schools
Continued from page A1

Tsillan Cellars
Continued from page A1

at Tsillan Cellars. “For our 
Reserve Chardonnay, we farm 
intentionally—reducing crop 
yield, opening the canopy 
for sunlight, customizing 
irrigation, and allowing for 
extended hang time—all to 
craft a precise flavor profile for 
Garrett’s reserve program.”

Owner Dr. Bob Jankelson 
recalled the origins of the 
vineyard. “When we planted 

Chardonnay vines on the 
south shore of Lake Chelan 
in 2000, there were no other 
vineyards in the area. We had 
no precedent, just the belief 
that the soil, slope, wind, and 
sun exposure were ideal. It 
was serendipity—and a bit 
of vision—that led us to the 
perfect site,” he said.

Head Winemaker Garrett 
Grubbs, who has led the winery 
to record-breaking accolades 
over the past four years, 
described the winemaking 
process. “Within hours of 

harvest, grapes are gently 
pressed and transferred into 
oak barrels,” he said. “We use 
only native yeasts from the 
vineyard, and the wine spends 
nine months in barrel to develop 
texture and richness. It’s a true 
collaboration with Nic and Dr. 
Bob, and a privilege to work 
with fruit of this caliber.”

Tsillan Cellars operates its 
estate crush pad just 20 feet 
from the vineyard and remains 
focused on advancing estate 
winemaking standards in 
Washington.

COURTESY OF CHELAN SCHOOL DISTRICT
Chelan musician and graduating senior David Kelly (right) 
earned top marks at the state solo competition for his 
performance of the Marcello Oboe Concerto. He was 
accompanied by pianist John Duff (left).

Lake Chelan Mirror 
Ward Media

CHELAN — Chelan musician 
and graduating senior David 
Kelly earned top marks at the 
WIAA/WMEA State Solo and 
Ensemble Contest on Saturday, 
April 26.

The prestigious event, 
hosted at Central Washington 
University, brought together 
the best young musicians from 
across the state.

Performing the Marcello 
Oboe Concerto, accompanied by 
pianist John Duff and coached 
by Lori Laughlin and Stephen 
Burdick, Kelly delivered an 
outstanding performance that 
placed him in the top third of his 
category (20+ Oboe Soloists)—
an impressive accomplishment 
in a competition known for its 
high level of excellence.

“We’re incredibly proud of 
David and the hard work he’s 
put into his music,” Chelan 
Superintendent Brad Wilson 
said. “He represented Chelan 
with dedication, poise, and true 
musicality.”

The WIAA/WMEA State Solo 
and Ensemble Contest is an 
annual event that highlights 
the most accomplished high 
school soloists and small 
ensembles in Washington. 
Musicians must qualify at 
regional competitions to earn a 
spot at state.

Chelan senior David Kelly earns top 
marks at state music competition

Lorinda “Lorie” 
Marie Ross

Al Marcear
March 12, 1940 - March 12, 2025
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From the crack of the bat to  
the sprint across the finish line

is proud to cheer for our 
student athletes!

Chelan, Manson, Entiat 
BASEBALL – SOFTBALL – SOCCER – TRACK & FIELD

SSpringpring  SSportsports  

Apply today 
to join Team 
Slidewaters
www.slidewaters.com
www.lakesidesurf.com

Strong Body,
Strong Mind,
Strong Team.

GO TEAMS

Downtown Chelan • 509-682-2815
kellyshardware.com

Kelly’s

Hardware

14531 Hwy 97A | Entiat

509-784-4822
www.northcascadesheating.com

Service & Maintain  
your Heat pump or  

Air Conditioning  
System and 

STAY COOL 
ALL SUMMER!

GO, FIGHT, WIN!

Business & Service Directory

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-794-1675
130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

PORTABLE OXYGEN 

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (877) 225-8568 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

877-225-8568
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (877) 225-8568.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt71

844-239-3248TOLL
FREE 

BOGO
40% OFF*

+ $200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase*

OFFER ENDS 8/31

Minimum purchase of 4

Minimum purchase of 4

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum 
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie 
Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be 
available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, 
SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using 
automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our 
Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers 
available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Trust the Nation’s #1 Roofi ng Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 
SCHEDULE TODSCHEDULE TODAY!AY!

Call 1.844.800.9166

CALL TODAY! 1.844.800.9166

DAYTON DAYS-Col. Co. Fair Presents

R O D E O
DAYTON, WA
MAY 23-24MAY 23-24
Friday 6 P.M. - Saturday 1 P.M.
Flea Market Saturday 9 a.m.

Saturday PARADE 10 AM - Main Street
©  2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.  Plans shown above include 

$5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for  
new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,  
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.
Plans start at just $20/month.

855-854-4608Switch & Save Today.

Varsity Track

Fri, May 16 3:30 PM Chelan vs. Caribou Trail League Championships

Varsity Tennis

Thur, May 15 12:00 PM Chelan vs. District 5 Tournament 

Sat May 17 12:00 PM Chelan vs. District 5 Tournament 

Boys Varisty Baseball

Tue, May 13 Chelan vs. District 5 Tournament 

Sat, May 17 Chelan vs. District 5 Tournament 

Boys Varsity Soccer

Tue, May 13 Chelan vs. District 5 Tournament 

Sat, May 17 Chelan vs. District 5 Tournament 

Girls Varsity Softball

Sat May 17 Chelan vs. TBA TBA

Boys Varsity Baseball

Tue, May 6 Chelan 1 Zillah 0 Win

Thur, May 8 Chelan 5 Naches 4 Win

Boys Varsity Soccer

Tue, May 6 Chelan 1 Highland 3 Loss

Girls Varsity Softball 

Sat, May 10 Chelan 8 Cashmere 7 Win

Chelan High School Schedule

Chelan High School Scoreboard

Chelan County Sheriff Report
May 2 

05:46:10 Alarm, 2038 Entiat Way, 
Entiat 

08:03:27 Accident No Inj, 280 
Lakeshore Dr, Manson

09:33:09 Welfare Check, 135 
Chandler Rd, Manson 

09:57:26 Assist Public, 529 E 
Wapato Ave, Chelan

10:38:35 Warrant, 106 W Manson 
Rd, Chelan 

11:58:46 Malicious Misch, 316 E 
Okanogan Ave, Chelan 

12:05:58 Assist Public, 485 W 
Manson Rd, Chelan 

12:15:01 Traffic Offense, 216 E 
Woodin Ave, Chelan 

14:45:13 Theft , 108 N Apple 
Blossom Dr, Chelan

17:26:47 Civil, 110 E Johnson Ave, 
Chelan 

18:21:21 Assist Agency, Us Hwy 
97 Mp 246, Chelan 

20:23:09 Noise, 270 Upper Joe 
Creek Rd, Chelan 

20:32:35 Harass/Threat, 703 E 
Wapato Ave# 6, Chelan 

May 3
13:30:15 Domestic Distur, 1559 

Wapato Lake Rd, Manson
16:01:24 Sex Offense, 455 

Wapato Lake Rd, Manson
22:08:54 Parking/Abandon, 420 

E Woodin Ave, Chelan
23:15:04 Traffic Offense, S 

Bradley St & E Woodin A, 
Manson

May 4
00:36:50 Trespass, 620 Gorge 

Rd, Chelan 
00:55:20 Malicious Misch, 323 E 

Wapato Ave# 3, Chelan 
02:03:01 Civil, 529 N Bradley St# 

A, Chelan 
02:36:15 Suspicious, 323 E 

Wapato Ave, Chelan 
07:02:16 Parking/Abandon, Us 

Hwy 97a Mp 237, Chelan 
10:34:31 Lewd Conduct, 14425 

Olin St; Hs, Entiat 
10:57:48 Vehicle Prowl, Knapps 

Tunnel South, Chelan 
12:49:08 Assist Public, 110 E 

Johnson Ave, Chelan 
13:53:16 Accident No Inj, 112 E 

Woodin Ave, Chelan 
16:51:28 Harass/Threat, 216 

Arden Rd, Ardenvoir 
18:04:44 Malicious Misch, 220 

Arden Rd, Ardenvoir 
18:09:22 Suspicious, 108 N Apple 

Blossom Dr, Chelan 
18:50:39 Domestic Distur, 717 N 

Golf Course Dr, Chelan 
19:10:56 Welfare Check, 117 E 

Wapato Ave, Chelan 
19:17:43 911, 988 Dry Lake Rd, 

Manson 
19:27:05 Assist Agency, 705 

Boetzkes Ave, Manson 
20:29:48 Harass/Threat, 207 N 

Emerson St, Chelan 
21:22:38 Vehicle Theft, 965 

Howard Flats Rd# 2, Chelan 
23:37:14 Alarm, 3484 Us Hwy 

97a, Chelan 

May 5 
11:42:09 Atl/Atc, 106 Nebraska 

Ct# 7c, Chelan 
12:38:53 Court Order Vio, 407 E 

Woodin Ave, Chelan 
14:45:09 Parking/Abandon, Long 

Dr & Wedge Ave, Chelan 
17:45:10 Animal Problem, 

Swartout Rd & Chapman Rd, 
Manson

18:50:45 Theft , 108 N Apple 
Blossom Dr, Chelan 

20:44:43 Theft , 108 N Apple 
Blossom Dr, Chelan 

20:59:43 Noise, 240 E Johnson 
Ave# 2, Chelan 

22:19:31 Dui, Entiat Way & 
Cammack Ave, Entiat 

23:00:45 Suspicious, 172 Wapato 
Way, Manson

May 6

06:38:06 Trespass, 
196 Entiat Cemetery Rd, Entiat 

11:31:24 Accident No Inj, 610 Sr 150
11:48:52 Assist Public, 399 

Lakeshore Dr, Manson
11:52:36 Harass/Threat, 85 

Wapato Way, Manson
15:38:30 Weapons Violation, 216 

Arden Rd, Ardenvoir 
15:51:23 Trespass, 108 N Apple 

Blossom Dr, Chelan 
15:52:33 Accident No Inj, 215 W 

Webster Ave, Chelan 
15:58:51 Alarm, 518 W Manson 

Rd, Chelan
20:23:25 Traffic Offense, Sr 150 & 

Bighorn Way, Chelan
21:20:00 Parking/Abandon, 201 

Mill Rd, Manson

May 7
05:15:28 Parking/Abandon, 107 

E Eli Ln, Chelan
13:17:31 Harass/Threat, 52 

Collins Ln, Chelan 
14:27:15 Accident No Inj, 817 E 

Woodin Ave, Chelan 
15:47:55 Warrant, 117 E Wapato 

Ave, Chelan 
16:05:11 Traffic Offense, Sr 150 & 

Wapato Lake Rd, Manson 
16:16:50 Trespass, 518 E Woodin 

Ave, Chelan
16:34:23 Welfare Check, 2218 W 

Prospect St, Chelan 
17:23:46 Theft , 196 Entiat 

Cemetery Rd, Entiat 
18:18:28 Traffic Offense, 829 E 

Wapato Av, Manson
21:20:03 Welfare Check, 509 E 

Gibson Ave# 15, Chelan 
21:38:08 Welfare Check, 2807 

Entiat Way, Entiat 

May 8
02:35:20 Warrant, 505 Boyd 

Loop Rd, Chelan 
05:31:49 Domestic Disturbance, 

72 Wapato Way# 1, Manson 
07:41:00 Warrant, 80 Wapato 

Way, Chelan
09:25:10 Welfare Check, 72 

Wapato Way# 1, Manson

16:39:31 Accident Unk Sr 150 & 
Lake Chelan Shore, Chelan 

16:49:36 Scam, 1 Wapato Point 
Pkwy, Chelan 

17:37:57 Graffiti, Chelan Falls 

Overlook, Chelan 
17:44:14 Noise, 270 Upper Joe 

Creek Rd, Chelan 
19:46:11 Trespass, 2120 W 

Woodin Ave, Chelan 
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essays, in addition to artwork 
and photographs from writers 
and artists at the college and 
across Chelan, Douglas and 
Okanogan counties.

After the naming of their 
English professor Derek 
Sheffield as Washington State 
Poet Laureate, it suddenly 
seems like WVC is arts and 
literature central. In fact, it 
seems important to familiarize 
yourself with the school’s 
Grove Recital Hall and the 
MAC Gallery — the Music and 
Arts Center at WVC — which 
will be the site of “LitKnight,” 
an event sponsored by the 
WVC Foundation.

Their return issue is chock-
full of submissions from 
students at the college, but 
organizers are eager to point 
out that submissions will be 
welcome from the public as 
well for future issues. The re-
release of the journal itself 
came on so suddenly that there 
wasn’t time to solicit them this 
time around. Submissions 
for the 2026 edition of Mirror 
Northwest will open to the 
public in Fall 2025.

It’s clear that the 
aforementioned Holly Thorpe 
had some hand in naming the 
event that coincides with the 
restoration of the journal, 

since “LitKnight” sounds so 
much like “LitMic,” which is 
the monthly event that she’s 
been hosting since September 
of 2022. But Holly’s not alone as 
a faculty advisor. She’s also got 
Ana Maria Spagna and Arius 
Elvikis with her in this effort, 
as well as student editors 
Anessa Hanson (literary 
editor) and Sara Bender (art 
editor).

The project was resurrected 
in 2023, when Thorpe and 
Spagna both began working 
at the school. They had heard 
about it from Sheffield, and 
immediately set to work on 
bringing it back.

Ana Maria Spagna spoke to 
us by phone and emphasized 
the fact that even though 
this issue is all internally-
sourced, they’re anxious 
to get submissions from the 
public. “We want this to be 
representative of everyone’s 
voices,” she says. “I feel like 
there are a lot of people who 
will be interested in this who 
don’t even know it right now,” 
she continues, “and theirs 
might be just the voice we 
need.”

LitKnight will be at Grove 
Recital Hall on Thursday, 
May 15 from 6–8 p.m. and 
will feature writers and 

artists who contributed to the 
inaugural issue of the reborn 
journal reading their work 
and speaking about their art. 
Then the event moves to the 
MAC Gallery for a reception 
afterward. Wenatchee Valley 
College is at 1300 Fifth Street 
in Wenatchee.

Andrew Simpson: 509-433-7626 
or andrew@ward.media

BY TAYLOR CALDWELL
Ward Media Staff Reporter

WENATCHEE – Since 1985, 
the Chelan-Douglas Land 
Trust has been working to 
preserve the region’s natural 
areas – securing clean air and 
water, supporting wildlife, and 
ensuring the outdoor spaces 
can be enjoyed by generations 
to come. 

“We believe that everyone 
should have the opportunity to 
experience the beauty, peace, 
and connection that nature 
provides, and we warmly invite 
all individuals and families to 
enjoy our lands,” said Associate 
Director Angela Morris.

Over the last 40 years, the 
community-based organization 
has permanently protected 
over 27,000 acres of land. 
Chelan-Douglas Land Trust 
has secured trail systems, 
such as 11 miles of trail in 
Cashmere’s Nahahum Canyon, 
and 33 miles of trail at Castle 
Rock, Sage Hills Gateway and 
North Foothills. 

It has also preserved areas 
for environmental purposes, 
such as improving wildlife 
habitat and climate resiliency 
on over 2,100 acres of Chelan 
Coulees Reserve, restoring 

sections of the White and 
Entiat rivers, and saving the 
Nason Ridge Community 
Forest from timber harvest. 

When considering land for 
conservation purposes, the 
organization not only takes the 
environmental and community 
impact into account, but it also 
considers its location.

“This concept of looking for 
properties that are connected 
to other public lands or other 
areas–it's really important,” 
said Morris. “One, it provides 
a continuous corridor for 
whatever habitat we're 
attempting to help protect…
There's continuous public 
access too, so it just enriches 
the public's experience if they're 
able to move from our properties 
to the next property.”

The process of land 
conservation is a marathon, not 
a sprint. Chelan-Douglas Land 
Trust often works with local 
organizations, businesses, and 
individuals over the course of 
many years to secure funding 
and preserve properties.

“There's just many, many 
details in the process, and it can 
take a long time, so you have to 
be willing for, you know the 
term, “delayed gratification?” 
We get to celebrate when 

it's done, but there's always 
peaks and valleys during the 
process,” said Conservation 
Director Mickey Fleming.

Yet, the work doesn’t end 
there. With nearly 7,000 
acres in the region owned 
and managed by Chelan-
Douglas Land Trust, as well 
as conservation easements 
on an additional 15,000 acres, 
the organization relies on 
a network of members, 
community volunteers, 
partner organizations, and 
conservation landowners to 
maintain healthy land and 
water. This support is often 
tasked with monitoring 
habitat, removing invasive 
species and planting natives, 
and restoring riparian areas.

“I think people don't realize 
that, you know, once you 
have a piece of property, that 
there needs to be ongoing 
maintenance of it forever…So, 
there's a lot of work that is 
done,” said Morris.

Through its work, Chelan-
Douglas Land Trust has 
recognized education as an 
equally vital component of land 
conservation and stewardship. 
In addition to providing unique 
field guides, weed control 
information, and resources 

for parents and teachers, 
the organization leads kids’ 
educational programs and 
group hikes and outings. 
It also sponsors an annual 
environmental film series at 
the Wenatchee Valley Museum 
and Cultural Center, as well 
as a Wenatchee Naturalist 
Course through Wenatchee 
Valley College.

As it looks toward the 
future, the organization plans 
to continue its dedicated 
outreach and engagement 
efforts, which have resulted 
in recent membership growth 
and increased community 
participation. It also plans 
to welcome a new executive 
director in June.

“We’re committed to 

building on this momentum 
by expanding opportunities 
for people to connect with 
the land—whether through 
volunteering, attending events, 
or joining guided hikes along 
our extensive trail system,” 
said Morris.

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276 
or taylor@ward.media
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Call us today!  509-731-3624  NorthwestSwag.com

Your Brand Their Hands
Make your brand a part of their everyday life with premium 
promotional products. Let’s create something memorable. 

All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
75432TME   separately $240.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 75432. Limit 2 on select items at 
these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping rates will be applied and are subject to change. 

Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. 
Expires 06/30/25.  |  25M8070  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

The world’s most tender, fl avorful 
steaks, extra-aged to perfection.
The juiciest air-chilled chicken, 
tastiest pork, and so much more.
Every bite is a 100% guaranteed 
gourmet experience you’ll crave.

Summer Like You Mean It With

WORLD-FAMOUS WORLD-FAMOUS 
perfection

8 free BURGERS ($22 value)

SAVE 58%

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves1608 
1.833.685.0091 Ask for FREE burgers with off er 75432TME

You’ll love it or 
your money back!

Here when you need extra hands—fractional, interim, or project-based

1.509.883.7080 | colleen@back40advisors.com
Colleen Malmassari, SHRM-CP, PHR Founder | HR Consulting
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The Cashmere Canyons Preserve is a Chelan-Douglas Land Trust trail system located in Nahahum 
Canyon.

ANNABELLA POLIZZI/MIRROR 
NORTHWEST

The cover of the first printing 
of Mirror Northwest, a roughly 
60-year-old journal of arts and 
literature, since 2017

Chelan-Douglas Land Trust 
celebrates 40 years of conservation

Mirror Northwest returns: Wenatchee Valley College revives literary journal

BY ANDREW SIMPSON
Ward Media Staff Reporter

WENATCHEE — Arts 
culture in Wenatchee 
is undergoing a sort of 
renaissance these days. There 
has, of course, always been a 
vibrant theater “scene” here in 
the Valley. There’s never been 
a dearth of music here, but the 
number of incredibly talented 
local musicians is at an all-
time high, as is the number of 
performances.

Visual art galleries and 
pop-up exhibitions featuring 

painters are happening all over 
town, rather than just in the 
Two Rivers showroom. We’re 
even seeing unconventional 
art forms like pottery taking 
hold with new co-ops and 
studios cropping up in places 
large and small.

But apart from the Write on 
the River Conference, which is 
itself back after 7 years away, 
we had not previously seen 
any particular showcase for 
the immense literary talent 
we know exists here in the 
Valley, other than a single 
monthly gathering assembled 

over the last two and a half 
years by poetry impresario 
Holly Thorpe, held up in 
Leavenworth.

Now, Wenatchee Valley 
College is proving that they 
are an epicenter for this 
renaissance by reintroducing 
Mirror Northwest, their annual 
literary and arts journal, 
back for the first time since 
it was last published in 2017, 
although it is thought to have 
originated (its history is hazy) 
in the late 1960s. In the pages 
of Mirror Northwest, you’ll 
find poetry, short fiction and 

ANDREW SIMPSON/WARD MEDIA

Wenatchee Valley College will be the site of the unveiling of a long-awaited literary and arts 
journal covering our area.
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By Andrew SimpSon
Ward Media Staff Reporter

WENATCHEE — It’s Apple 
Awards time again, when we 
celebrate high school theater, 
both plays and musicals, and 
give the equivalent of Tony 
awards to actresses, actors 
and crew. What used to be 
an honor given only by a 
student’s own school has 
six schools participating all 
together for one giant night of 
awards and honors presented 
by Wenatchee’s own Barrett 
Family.

Hosted and directed by 
Brian Higgins, and produced 
by Kylee Boggs and Alex 
Haley, the Apple Awards serve 
to highlight the excellence and 
innovation and creativity that 
these young minds create, 
giving us their all in return for 
nothing but the experience.

And make no mistake: High 
school theater is a lot harder 

than you might suppose. 
Just as football players start 
practicing in full gear when 
the summer sun is still high 
overhead, theater kids put 
in long hours and dedicate 

all of their free time to 
perfecting something for your 
entertainment.

There’s not a slouch in the 
bunch of this year’s nominees. 
The high schools involved 
are Cashmere, Chelan, 
Eastmont, Ephrata, Quincy 
and Wenatchee, and the 
productions that nominations 
are drawn from are just as 
varied as the communities that 
these young people are from.

If you want a sneak peek 
at the up-and-comers in the 
Wenatchee Valley’s vibrant 
theater community, find your 
way to the Numerica PAC on 
Thursday, May 15 at 7 p.m. 
(doors open at 6:30 p.m.). 
Tickets are $15 for students 
and $20 for adults, and can be 
found at the PAC’s Box Office, 
by phone at 509-663-ARTS 
(2787) or on the PAC website.

Andrew Simpson: 509-433-7626 
or andrew@ward.media

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES ACROSS NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-866-846-8521 now to

America’s #1 Awning!

Instant shade—at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty. 

Transform your bath
with a walk-in tub

SAVINGS INCLUDE A
FREE TOILET & BIDET

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Offers valid thru 6/30/25

1-888-710-1265 SCHEDULE A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION

NUMERICA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

The 2025 Apple Awards presented by The Barrett Family is coming May 15 to the Numerica 
Performing Arts Center.

FACEBOOK/EASTMONTDRAMACLUB

The Eastmont Drama Club performs the hit musical “Big Fish.”

FACEBOOK/WHSPRESENTS

Juliet laments the death of 
her cousin Tybalt and the 
b an is h m e nt  of h e r l ove , 
Romeo, to her nurse.

Andru Gomez brings jazz, blues, and style 
to PNW music scene with new EP release
By Andrew SimpSon
Ward Media Staff Reporter

LEAVENWORTH — A 
restau rant in Leavenworth on a 
Thursday night at the beginning 
tourist season is not an ideal 
spot for a crowd that’s truly 
engaged with the performance. 
If you’re a musician whose 
songs are primarily aimed at 
people actively listening and 
participating in the show 
— rather than treating it as 
ambience for the conversations 
they were already having, the 
dates they were already on, the 
meal they’d be eating whether 
you were there or not — it can 
be hard to feel appreciated.

Not so for Andru Gomez. The 
Moscow, ID–based musician 
is used to a dinner show. In 
fact, he says, he usually treats 
his first set as a dinner show, 
setting a tone and letting 
stragglers just coming in settle 
down and get used to the music, 
before ramping up the volume 
or intensity in a second set.

That explains the opening of 
Gomez’s night at Rhein Haus 
in Leavenworth on May 8. 
Jazz guitar with a suspiciously 
French vibe is soon confirmed 
as he reaches the chorus of 
“Ooh La La (I’m Not Here, Go 
Away),” a song that, through 
the creative use of a loop 
pedal, immediately shows off 
his fingerboard dexterity and 
allows him to use his voice 
as he will for the rest of the 
evening: As an instrument in 
this one-man-band.

He has a light touch that lets 
him control the volume of his 
playing without adjusting too 
many knobs or dials. Then, just 
as you get used to the pattern of 
him laying down rhythm guitar 
and playing harmony fills 
over the top, he begins to use 
vocal effects as well. Not with 
fancy electronics; Gomez has a 
variety of singing styles carried 
within his bass-baritone range, 
and has stretched it into even 
a higher-ranged head voice 
useful in parts of the songs.

During this show, and as 
we found out later during an 
interview, Gomez intersperses 
plenty of original music, playing 
only enough cover songs to 
make people feel at home with 
hints of things they recognize. 
And by “hints,” we mean that 
Gomez is playing a song that 
you eventually recognize, but 
only after he’s given it his 

own flavor. During one part of 
the show, he tells the crowd 
they’ll get a prize if they can 
guess who wrote the song 
he’s about to play. Launching 
into the song, it sounds a lot 
like Santana’s treatment of 
Fleetwood Mac’s “Black Magic 
Woman” until he comes in with 
lyrics. He’s blended the nearly-
flamenco guitar into a purely 
Andru Gomez version of “Do It 
Again,” by Steely Dan.

And although the covers he 
elects to play are eclectic — 
from Atlanta Rhythm Section 
to Nancy Sinatra, Buffalo 
Springfield to Jim Croce — it’s 
the originals that really shine. 
That’s because they, too, sound 
familiar enough that you’re 
singing along by the second 
time through the chorus.

Throughout, he transitions 
seamlessly between a Tom 
Waits-style growl to an airy 
David Crosby sighing of sound, 
most especially on his cover 
of “Horse With No Name” by 
the band America. But when he 
switches over to one of his own 
songs, like “College Radio,” 
“Whiskey and Clovers” or “Get 
My Boots,” all that vocal styling 
has already prepared you to be 
as big a fan of the originals as 
the songs you know.

That’s the goal for any 
musician who’s made 
performing their full-time job, 
as Gomez has: To get the crowd 
to remember your music as 
much as they remember your 
cover of “Folsom Prison Blues,” 
a song that lots of bands and 
performers can play. And 
he’s a hard worker. We won’t 
enumerate each here, but there 
are well over 150 shows on his 
schedule right now, and he 
books more as they become 
available in advance. This 
really is full time work, and he 
tells us he’s doing reasonably 

well.
Gomez has already released 

a full length album and one 
other EP, and the reason 
for our visit is the release of 
another EP, “Drunk at Church.” 
Immediately following the 
show, Gomez orders a plate 
of Rhein Haus’ famous pork 
schnitzel and kraut and we sit 
down to talk.

When asked what he’s 
learned between the first EP 
and now about telling a story 
in a shorter format than a full 
length record, he tells us that 
he prefers it. “To me, it's less 
stressful than a full length 
album. I feel [for a full length] 
you have to have not only a 
broader style of songs, but they 
still have to be cohesive, right? 
An EP allows you to kind of 
have little quadrants of just 
four songs that can say a lot.”

Like his first EP, College 
Radio, there’s a title track from 
the name of the record for the 
upcoming release. So when can 
you hear “Drunk at Church”? 
Along with the rest of us, your 
first listen will be May 15, when 
the EP comes out.

Until then, you can hear 
him anytime on Spotify or 
follow him on Instagram 
at @andrugomezmusic. 
For upcoming shows, you 
can visit his website at 
a n d r u g o m e z m u s i c . c o m . 
Some here in North Central 
Washington include a late 
afternoon show in Manson 
on May 22 at Tipsy Canyon 
Winery, an evening show at 
Wenatchee Valley Brewing in 
the Riverside District on May 
24, and just down the road from 
there for another afternoon set 
at Pybus’ Off The Hill tasting 
room on May 25.

Andrew Simpson: 509-433-7626 
or andrew@ward.media

Spotlight on student talent as Apple 
Awards return to Numerica PAC

WENATCHEE — From lead 
roles to light cues, this year’s 
Apple Award nominees 
reflect the depth of talent 
and dedication across North 
Central Washington’s high 
school theater programs.

Nominations span 13 
categories, recognizing 
both plays and musicals. 
Performers from Cashmere, 
Chelan, Eastmont, Ephrata, 
Quincy, and Wenatchee high 
schools earned spots on the 
prestigious list.

Outstanding Lead 
Performer in a Musical

Jessie Evans, Charlie & 
The Chocolate Factory, 
Wenatchee (Mrs. Bucket)

Kade Devereaux, Charlie & 
The Chocolate Factory, 
Wenatchee (Willy Wonka)

Lily Erdmann, The Little 
Mermaid, Cashmere (Ursula)

MacLain Larson, Big Fish, 
Eastmont (Edward Bloom)

Makenna Fritz, The Little 
Mermaid, Cashmere (Ariel)

MaryElise Clifton, Big Fish, 
Eastmont (Sandra Bloom)

Michaela Greely, Cinderella, 
Quincy (Fairy Godmother)

Outstanding 
Supporting Performer 
in a Musical

Abbey Kimmel, Charlie & 
The Chocolate Factory, 
Wenatchee (Mrs. Teavee)

Emma Galloway, Cinderella, 
Quincy (Charlotte)

Gabby Winchester, The Little 
Mermaid, Cashmere (Scuttle)

Grant Chisholm, Big Fish, 
Eastmont (Will Bloom)

Kimberly Diaz Ceballos, 
Cinderella, Quincy (Madame)

Maya Scanlon, Charlie & 
The Chocolate Factory, 
Wenatchee (Mrs. Gloop)

Teddy Fox, The Little Mermaid, 
Cashmere (Sebastian)

Outstanding Lead 
Performer in a Play

Clara LeBow, Angels of Bataan, 
Eastmont (Helen Bailey Lake)

David Kelly, The Great Gatsby, 
Chelan (Gatsby)

James Byrd, Romeo & Juliet, 
Wenatchee (Romeo)

Lily Erdmann, And Then There 
Were None, Cashmere (Vera 
Claythorne)

Maya Scanlon, Romeo & Juliet, 
Wenatchee (Juliet)

Monty Muir, One Acts, Ephrata 
(Don/Bark/Rufus)

MyLee Holland, One Acts, 
Ephrata (Fortune Teller/
Chloe)

Outstanding 
Supporting Performer 
in a Play

Abbey Kimmel, Romeo & Juliet, 
Wenatchee (Nurse)

Connor Leasher, One Acts, 
Ephrata (Abe/Crooper)

Grant Chisholm, Angels of 
Bataan, Eastmont (Dr. Edward 
Stevens)

Kade Devereaux, Romeo & 
Juliet, Wenatchee (Mercutio)

Kaitlyn Burnell, Angels of 
Bataan, Eastmont (Maude 
Daniels)

Kyla Otom, The Great Gatsby, 
Chelan (Jordan Baker)

Teddy Fox, And Then There 
Were None, Cashmere 
(William Blore)

Outstanding Production 
Crew: Stage Manager

Audrey Adams, And Then 
There Were None, Cashmere

Elana Wendorf, Romeo & 
Juliet, Wenatchee

Gabriel Guerrero, The Great 
Gatsby, Chelan

Geo Sanchez & Tailynn Nelson, 
Big Fish, Eastmont

Odessa Lybbert, Cinderella, 
Quincy

Outstanding 
Production Crew: Tech

●Carss Lundberg, Charlie &
The Chocolate Factory,
Wenatchee (Sound Board 
Operator)

Jarrod Miller, Cinderella, 
Quincy (Fly Operator)

Ryan McCrary, The Great 
Gatsby, Chelan (Sound Tech)

Oliver Satterfield, And Then 
There Were None, Cashmere 
(Follow Spot)

Zander Leasher, One Acts, 
Ephrata (Sound Tech)

Best Overall Musical

●The Little Mermaid
Cashmere

Big Fish — Eastmont
Cinderella — Quincy
Charlie & The Chocolate

Factory — Wenatchee

Best Overall Play

And Then There Were None — 
Cashmere

Angels of Bataan — Eastmont
Spring One Act Showcase — 

Ephrata
The Great Gatsby — Chelan
Romeo & Juliet — Wenatchee

2025 Apple Award nominees announced

ANDREW SIMPSON/WARD MEDIA

Andru Gomez is in his element performing in an intimate setting.
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RUTHEDNA KEYS/WARD MEDIA
The Manson Student Art Show was held May 9 and 10 at 
Radiance Winery in downtown Manson, with many students 
displaying their art in a variety of forms. Emma England, a 
senior at Manson High School, displayed this block print.

COURTESY OF DR. ROBERT BETTIS, CVCH MEDICAL DIRECTOR
Members of the Chelan Valley Community Nurse program 
with their float, ‘Love Never Grows Old,’ that won them an 
award in the Manson Apple Blossom parade held on May 10. 
Left to right are: Catharine Morehead,  Dr. Bill Cagle, Beth 
Bettis, Marci Hale and Cindy Kupcznski.  Not pictured is Dr. 
Robert Bettis, CVCN medical director. The Tie Dye and Flower 
Power decor were visual reminders for the annual Summer 
of Love fundraiser, which is scheduled on August 23 at Four 
Lakes Winery in Manson.

COURTESY OF MONA MILLER-FERGUSON
One of the many entries in the Manson 
Apple Blossom Grand Parade on May 10 
was this float for Northshore Christian 
School. It was designed by Mona Miller-
Ferguson and built by Mona and Kelsey 
Chavez.

COURTESY OF MONA MILLER-FERGUSON
A new event for the 2025 Manson Apple Blossom Festival 
on May 10 was the Petal Plunge Splash - honoring Grand 
Marshal Viki Downey and raising funds for the free swim 
lesson program at Manson Bay Park, through Manson Parks & 
Recreation.

COURTESY MANSON APPLE 
BLOSSOM FB PAGE

The 105th Manson Apple 
Blossom Festival  ‘Legends 
of the Lake’ float was 
the winner of the Grand 
Sweepstakes Award at the 
Stemilt Growers Grand 
Parade held during the 
Wenatchee Apple Blossom 
Festival on May 3.

RUTHEDNA KEYS/WARD MEDIA
The Manson Apple Blossom Undercover Quilt Show was held 
at the Manson Grange on Saturday, May 10. Andrea Jeffries of 
Manson was the featured quilter for this years event. Andrea 
learned to sew in high school and has been quilting since 2000.

RUTHEDNA KEYS/WARD 
MEDIA

The Manson Apple Blossom 
Undercover Quilt Show was 
held at the Manson Grange 
on Saturday, May 10. One 
of the entries was this Flip 
Floppin’ Twister quilt made 
by Anne Brooks of Chelan.

RUTHEDNA KEYS/WARD MEDIA
Vendors lined the streets and parking lots for 
the Manson Apple Blossom Festival held on 
Saturday, May 10. One of the vendors was Reece 
Huffman and his mom Ashley Baker of Chelan. 
Reece was selling a variety of objects printed 
from his 3D printer. On display was a poster 
explaining how 3D printing works.

RUTHEDNA KEYS/WARD MEDIA
The Manson Apple Blossom Fun Run was held on Saturday 
morning, May 10 with over 220 walkers and runners of all 
ages participating either in a 2k or 5k race. Manson Growers 
organed the event.

RUTHEDNA KEYS/WARD MEDIA
The Manson Apple Blossom Pancake Breakfast was hosted 
by the Manson Grange in downtown Manson on Saturday 
morning, May 10. Johnny was busy flipping pancakes for the 
breakfast which included eggs, ham, juice, coffee and of 
course pancakes, with your choice of sourdough, blueberry or 
buttermilk.

COURTESY OF CHELAN 
VALLEY COMMUNITY NURSE

Catharine Morehead, Office 
and Referral Manager for 
Chelan Valley Community 
Nurse holds the 2025 
Outstanding Community Float 
award plaque, the organization 
received during the Manson 
Apple Blossom parade held on 
May 10. Their entry was ‘Love 
Never Grows Old.’

COURTESY OF LINDA GEROT
Kicking off the Manson Apple 
Blossom on Friday evening, 
May 9, was the Coronation 
Pageant held at the Manson 
High School Gym. Grand 
Marshal for the 2025 festival 
Viki Downey, (right), officially 
crowned  Queen. Queen 
Genesis Torres, who was 
selected in February to reign 
as queen of the festival along 
with her two princesses, 
Princess Isabella Alexander 
and Princess Brynn Williams. 
Helping out was Mona Miller-
Ferguson fourth generation 
Manson Apple Blossom 
Festival crown maker.

coffee, and of course, pancakes, 
with your choice of sourdough, 
blueberry, or buttermilk.  
The breakfast was followed 
by a 2k and 5k race around 
Manson with over 220 walkers 
and runners participating. 
The event was organized by 
Manson Growers.

The Manson Student Art 

Show was hosted by Radiance 
Winery on Friday and Saturday, 
May 9 and 10, and displayed 
many forms of art by Manson 
High School students.

Andrea Jeffries of Manson 
was the featured quilter at 
the Undercover Quilt Show at 
the Manson Grange. Jeffries 
learned to sew in high and has 
been quilting since 2000. Over 
a dozen of her quilted pieces 
were on display.

Mid-morning found the 

Manson Apple Blossom Grand 
Parade traveling through 
downtown Manson, with bands, 
floats, children, community 
organizations and many others 
traveling down Wapato Way.

Festival attendees enjoyed 
browsing through the many 
vendors who displayed items, 
from handcrafted items to 
jewelry, and much more. They 
also had a variety of food to 
choose from.

After the parade, activities 

included a 3 on 3 Basketball 
Tournament on Wapato Way 
and rounding out the day with 
a Community Coed Soccer and 
Softball Game held at Singleton 
Park.

A new event for the 2025 
Manson Apple Blossom Festival 
was the - Petal Plunge Splash - 
honoring Grand Marshal Viki 
Downey and raising funds for 
the free swim lesson program 
at Manson Bay Park, through 
Manson Parks & Recreation.

Apple Blossom
Continued from page A1

Meetings

Monday

American Legion #108: First 
Monday, 7 p.m., Manson 
Parks & Recreation Building, 
142 Pedio St. Contact: Norm 
Manly, 509-293-0225.

Manson Grange Youth Fairs 
Program: Third Monday,  6 
p.m., Manson Grange Building, 
youth 5th-8th grade. Contact: 
Norm Manly, 509-293-0225.

Family and friends Support 
Group: Third Monday, 
7-8:30 p.m., Grace Lutheran 
Church, 1408 Washington 
Street, Wenatchee. Contact: 
509-860-3620, website at: 
tcfwenatcheevalley.org

Tuesday
Manson Community Council: 

Third Tuesday, 6 p.m., Manson 
Parks Department, 142 Pedi 
St. In person or JOIN ZOOM 
MEETING:   Meeting ID: 865 
5396 3012, Passcode: 98831: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
86553963012?pwd=feCLUlQk
f3Z2TgEGDFvVaCEHpFI6AB.1

Survivors of Suicide Loss 
Support Group: Second 
Tuesday, 7-8:30 p.m., 
Grace Lutheran Church, 
1408 Washington Street, 
Wenatchee. Contact: 509-
860-3620, website at: 
tcfwenatcheevalley.org

Lake Chelan Health Hospital 
board meeting: Fourth 
Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., board 
room at Lake Chelan Health, 
110 S. Apple Blossom Drive. 

in person or via the internet. 
Agenda, login information: 
lakechelanhealth.org

Manson Grange: Fourth 
Tuesday, 5 p.m., Manson 
Grange Hall on Wapato Way. 
Contact: Norm Manly, 509-
293-0225.

Wednesday
TOPS® Chapter Paves the Way 

to Healthy Lifestyle: Weekly 
on Wednesdays, 10-11 a.m.  
TOPS® chapter (weight loss 
support group) meetings 
at Lake Chelan United 
Methodist Church, located at 
206 N. Emerson St. Attendees 
should use the side entrance 
of the church between the 
Lake Chelan Health Express 
Care Clinic and the church. 
TOPS empowers people 
to stop dieting and start 
creating healthy, enjoyable 
lifestyle habits that will work 
for them over the long haul.

Free Blood Pressure Checks: 
Chelan Valley Community 
Nurse program provide 
free, bi-weekly (Wednesday, 
May 14) blood pressure 
checks to everyone in the 
valley, 11:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
Chelan Senior Center, 534 
E. Trow Avenue, Chelan. For 
info: Catharine at 509-679-
9059, email: chelanvalley 
communitynurse@gmai l .
com. You will be provided 
a wallet size record card to 
share with your physician if 
desired.

Manson Fire Dept. Board of 
Commissioners: Second 

Wednesday, 3:30 p.m., Station 
#51 - 250 West Manson 
Blvd., Manson. Meetings are 
in person. Contact: Reggie 
Trusel, Administrative 
Assistant, 509-687-3222. 
Agenda at mansonfire.org

Chelan Fire & Rescue Board 
of Commissioners: Third 
Wednesday, 3 p.m., Station 
#71, 232 E. Wapato Ave., 
Chelan. Meetings are in 
person and are held via 
ZOOM you can follow the 
link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/87284665516. Meeting 
ID: 872 8466 5516 or dial 
+1 253 215 8782/ Contact: 
Misty Fifield, Administrative 
Assistant, 509-682-4476. 
Agenda at chelan7.com

Death Cafe Chelan: Third 
Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., Chelan Public Library, 
216 N. Emerson Street. 
Contact: Concie Luna or Vita 
Monteleone at monte419@
nwi.net. 

Thursday
Lake Chelan Arts Council: Will 

hold a Community Gathering 
on Thursday, May 29, 6-8 p.m. 
at the Lake Chelan Chamber 
of Commerce office, 216 E. 
Woodin Avenue. There will 
be discussion of the future of 
the Lake Chelan Arts Council. 
There will be pizza, beverages 
and entertainment. All who 
are interested are invited to 
attend. For more information: 
Linda, 206-550-5147.

Lake Chelan Lions Club: First 
and Third Thursdays, 9 a.m., 

Manson Parks Building, 142 
Pedoi St. 

Chelan Cancer Support Group: 
First Thursday, 11:30 a.m.-1 
p.m., Lake Chelan Health 
Hospital. Lunch (purchase 
from hospital cafe) meeting 
in Bragg Room. Meetings are 
open to anyone impacted by 
cancer. Including: patients, 
survivors, caregivers, family 
members and especially 
those who are recently 
diagnosed. It is also open to 
folks wanting to learn ways 
to support someone affected 
by cancer. It’s a place where 
members can offer advice, 
share coping strategies, and 
build relationships along their 
journey.  More info: Anne 
Brooks, 509-682-8718.

Family Caregivers/Support 
Group: Third Thursday, 10 
a.m.-11:30 a.m., Lake Chelan 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Coldwell Banker Board 
Room, 216 E. Woodin Avenue, 
Chelan.

Saturday
 VFW #6853 Post Coffee/

Donuts, Every Saturday, 
9-11 a.m., 427 S. Bradley 
Street,  donuts, coffee and 
conversation.

Other Events
Lake Chelan Museum of 

Wildlife, Natural History 
& Art Gallery: Open to the 
public Thursday- Saturday, 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m., and Sunday 
Noon to 5 p.m., April to 
October. Located at 21285 

Highway 97A, Chelan, north 
of the Knapp’s Hill Tunnel, 
approximately 10 minutes 
south of Chelan. 

Chelan Museum: The Chelan 
Museum is now open 
Tuesday-Saturday, 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. For more info: 
509-682-5644 or https://
chelanmuseum.com

Chelan Valley Hope: Washing 
Up: A Step Forward at Chelan 
Valley Hope. At Chelan 
Valley Hope, one of the 
most anticipated features 
of our recent expansion was 
the installation of a washer, 
dryer, and shower for client 
use. We’re thrilled to share 
that these much-needed 
amenities are now up and 
running. Access to clean 
clothes and a hot shower 
is not just a comfort—
it’s a basic human right. 
These facilities will make 
a meaningful difference 
for our local unhoused 
community, supporting 
dignity, well-being, and even 
increasing opportunities 
for employment. Want to 
learn more or get involved? 
Reach out to us at info@
chelanvalleyhope.org.

Food Bank food distribution: 
Lake Chelan Food Bank 
food giveaway Saturday 
and Tuesday, 9 - 10 a.m. 
Drive through distribution 
at 417 S. Bradley Street.  
Families are limited to one 
box per week. Information: 
lakechelanfoodbank.org  Non 
perishable food donations 

may be dropped off at the 
Lake Chelan Mirror office, 131 
Apple Blossom Drive, Suite 
109 (Chelan Business Center).

SAIL Exercise Classes: SAIL 
(Stay Active & Independent 
for Life) fitness classes are 
offered at Chelan Senior 
Center on Monday and 
Wednesday, 1:15 p.m.  Evening 
SAIL classes are Monday 
and Thursday evenings, 5:30 
p.m., Chelan Senior Center. 
SAIL classes are offered to 
residents of Heritage Heights 
Assisted Living on Mondays 
and Fridays at 2 p.m.

Chelan Senior Meals: Served 
at Chelan Senior Center, 534 
E. Trow Avenue, Monday-
Friday. Suggested donation 
for seniors over age 60 is $5. 
Fee for persons under age 
60 is $12. Call 509-888-4440 
to reserve meals 24 hours 
in advance. For information 
about Home Delivered Meals 
call 509-470-0522. Visit their 
website at www.octn.org. 
Follow them on Facebook. 

Household hazardous waste 
drop off: Chelan County 
Moderate Risk Waste Facility 
on Highway 97A in Wenatchee. 
Open the first Saturday of the 
month, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Open 
Tuesday through Friday at 
the same hours. Free service 
to Chelan County residents. 
For the list of items that the 
facility does, and does not 
accept, go to https://www.
c o . c h e l a n .w a . u s / s o l i d -
waste-management/pages/
household-hazardous-wastes


