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After more than twenty years, Chelan County 
Sheriff’s Office has a cruiser in Stehekin
By Andrew SimpSon
Ward Media Staff Reporter

STEHEKIN – “You can’t get there 
by car.” That’s the answer you’ll get if 
you ask anyone who’s ever been there 
how to get to Stehekin, the tiny com-
munity at the northwest end of Lake 
Chelan with fewer than 100 year-round 
residents.

The fact of the matter is, it’s hard 
to even get a car there at all. A quick 
Google search returns a result that 
practically insists on it, because there 
are no roads into Stehekin. There is 
no ferry that carries passengers and 
cars, like you might find in Western 
Washington. 

The only way to get a vehicle to the 
tiny town is to put it on a barge and 
ship it there, and that’ll cost you a few 
hundred dollars, so be sure you can’t 
just make do with one of the ATVs you 
can rent there to travel the one road 
that spans the lower Stehekin Valley.

But the Chelan County Sheriff’s 
Office has done it: They’ve perma-
nently stationed a repurposed school 
resource officer’s SUV near the North 
Cascades Lodge in the picturesque 
community. The vehicle was in the 

process of being rotated out of service, 
so they got it for a much lower price 
than buying a new unit.

There is no deputy permanently on 
duty there, of course. Because Stehek-
in is part of the Lake Chelan National 

Recreation Area, most law enforce-
ment needs are met by the National 
Park Service. But the Sheriff’s Office 
does respond to some incidents in Ste-
hekin that the NPS is not equipped 
to handle, and they need a means of 

transportation. People live up to 20 
miles away from the spot where you’d 
step off the ferry.

Deputies needing to use the cruiser 

FACEBOOK/CHELAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE  
The new-to-Stehekin Sheriff’s SUV sits in front of the North Cascades Lodge.
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The cruiser being transported aboard 
a barge, the only method of transport 
for vehicles to Stehekin.
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At about 17 miles an hour for a lake 
barge, it took around 3 hours to get 
the vehicle to its destination.

Lake Chelan Health CEO speaks 
on potential federal and state cuts
By GAylen willett

CHELAN – Lake Chelan Health 
CEO, Aaron Edwards, expressed con-
cerns to approximately 100 attendees 
at Ruby Theater, March 15. He offered 
details on potential cuts, both feder-
ally and at the state level, that could 
negatively impact Lake Chelan Health. 
A newly formed group, Chelan Valley 
Indivisible, spearheaded by Jeff Fehr, 
is attempting to inform Chelan Valley 
residents about the dangers of Project 
2025 and other Trump initiatives. They 
are also suggesting “Political to-do 
lists” for residents to speak out against 
Medicaid cuts, lessened public health 
protection, tariffs, voter suppression, 
immigration policies, and other Trump 
administration policies.

Edwards said Lake Chelan Health 
employs roughly 430 people, with 210 
who work full time. It has its own 
Emergency Medical Services, Express 
Care, Primary Care, Emergency Care 
and Specialty Care. “We gross 66 
million with a margin of two million, 
which largely comes from tax revenue. 

Edwards said a new EMS build-
ing and a specialty care clinic are 
planned, but electrical panels come 
from Mexico and timber from Canada, 
so he is concerned about tariffs.

Edwards listed some of the potential 
cuts that could impact Lake Chelan 
Health: Medicaid funding, physician 
medical education, reimbursement 
payment of bad debts, and telehealth 
services, removal of non-profit status, 
340B cuts (drug discounts most rural 
hospitals receive), work requirements 
for Medicaid recipients. In addition 
to federal challenges the state is con-
sidering new payroll taxes, increases 

in B&O taxes, capping insurance pay-
ments for governmental workers in-
surance plans (PEBB/SEBB), and a 
potential loss of rural labor and deliv-
ery funding. “Rural health is already 
challenging and it feels like it’s getting 
tougher and tougher, there are 1,000 
ways to die,” Edwards said.

He also explained that all hospi-
tals pay into a state fund which gets 
matching federal funds which gives 
back payments through Inner Gov-
ernmental Transfers. This seems to 
be a potential target for DOGE (De-
partment of Government Efficiency, 
enacted by Elon Musk).” It is $1.1 
million in the hospital’s budget if that 
goes away, and we are not counting on 
it this year.” said Edwards.

Edwards added that, as a retirement 
community, there are fewer births. 
Last year, the hospital was reimbursed 
$177,000 for losses in that department, 
but it isn’t enough. “We don’t see 
many new young families moving into 

our area. We believe we are going to 
grow older and skew toward retirees, 
which makes it tough to sustain OB 
which lost roughly $780K last year.”

They also have 22 active hospital 
grants worth about a million dollars. If 
it is perceived that Chelan is in viola-
tion of executive orders of Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion (DEI), many of 
those grants could be at risk.

Another serious aspect is the con-
flict around immigration. “We want 
everyone to be able to get care.” There 
is concern that community members 
will forgo necessary medical treat-
ment because of the fear of being 
picked up by ICE while at the doctor’s 
office or hospital.

Lastly, the Affordable Care Act 
(also known as ObamaCare) could po-
tentially be in the crosshairs which 
could substantially harm rural health-
care. Senator Maria Cantwell and 
Kim Schrier (D-WA, 8th District) are 
working hard to save it.

So, what can people do – Contact 
Chelan Indivisible at chelangoodtrou-
ble@gmail.com to be added to their 
email list. In general – make phone 
calls to Congressional members, call 
your representatives with your specific 
concerns, join a phone bank to educate 
and encourage voters to contact their 
representatives, write letters to this 
newspaper, call KOZI radio to raise 
your concerns, join protests – many are 
held weekly in Wenatchee and attend 
town hall meetings with your local leg-
islators. Sign up for email updates from 
your State Senators Patty Murray and 
Maria Cantwell, US Representative Kim 
Schrier, 12th District Representatives 
Mike Steele and Brian Burnett, and 
12th District Senator Keith Goehner.

Lake Chelan Health CEO,  
Aaron Edwards

By tAylor CAldwell
Ward Media Staff Reporter

OLYMPIA – State District 12 Legis-
lators Senator Keith Goehner, Repre-
sentative Mike Steele, and Represen-
tative Brian Burnett addressed key 
challenges facing Washington state 
in a virtual community town hall on 
March 20. The community meeting 
included budget issues, education, and 
housing.

“There’s nothing better than learn-
ing from you, hearing from you [about] 
what’s important. I just want you to 
know we take that to heart and in con-
sideration to everything that we do,” 
said Rep. Burnett.

The state’s budget was top of mind 

during the meeting as lawmakers 
prepare to negotiate the 2025-27 bi-
ennium budget, facing an operating 
budget shortfall of an estimated $15 
billion over the next four years. The 
Republican representatives expressed 
the need to curtail new spending 
rather than increasing taxes and fees. 

“We’re not living within our 
means… We’re spending more than 
we have. And again, this is not a rev-
enues issue. This is a spending issue,” 
said Rep. Steele.

The lawmakers cautioned against 
the Senate Democrats’ property tax 
proposal as a means to balance the 
budget, calling it a “regressive tax.” 

District 12 Legislators 
address budget, education, 
and housing concerns in 
virtual town hall

COURTESY OF WASHINGTON STATE HOUSE REPUBLICANS  
Rep. Brian Burnett, Sen. Keith Goehner, and Rep. Mike Steele represent the 
12th District.

By Quinn propSt
Ward Media Staff Reporter

MANSON – The future of a prime 
piece of property in Manson is unde-
cided as the Chelan-Douglas Regional 
Port Authority considers purchasing 
the vacant commercial lot next to 
Manson Bay Park. 

The port, which holds the first right 
of refusal, envisions a bus turnaround 
and small business incubator on the 
site at 91 Wapato Way, Port Executive 
Director Jim Kuntz said. 

Meanwhile, a group of private citi-
zens has assembled a backup cash 

offer with hopes of expanding the park 
instead. The port is set to make its de-
cision at its next meeting on Tuesday, 
March 25, at 9 a.m.

“We have received input from a 
host of Manson citizens,” Kuntz said. 
“Some like the concept of a redevelop-
ment into small business incubator 
buildings. Others want the property to 
be used as a park.” 

Larry Hibbard is part of the group of 
citizens who want to see the property 
added to the Manson Bay Park. 

“When some of us in the commu-
nity realized that’s the piece of prop-
erty that had been talked about for 

probably 50 years as getting as an 
extension of the Manson Bay Park,” 
Larry Hibbard said. “Quickly, we put 
together a backup offer to the port if 
they decide not to do it and we found 
enough local donations to make a cash 
backup offer on the property. And that 
is where we sit.”

If the port does not follow through 
with the purchase Hibbard said the 
group of locals is ready to jump in and 
purchase the property.

“We feel that we’re not against them 
having the incubator building, but we 
think there are other options, without 
taking one of the nicest spots in town 

to do it,” Hibbard said. 
“It’s just a group of individual, 

private citizens,” Hibbard said. “We’re 
all involved in various things in the 
town, and we have a common inter-
est of improving the park and gaining 
more public access to the lake, and 
we feel that it would be an economic 
benefit in a lot of different ways to the 
community.”

In the past, the owner of the service 
station kept an area of the property 
as a green space with trees and grass, 
Hibbard said.

“There were community picnics, 
Fourth of July celebrations, and other 

things there,” he said. “And we have a 
park there now, but there’s not a room 
there for a gathering place for people. 

“If you want to have a family picnic, 
you want to have a group there, it’s 
not set up for that,” he said. “We have 
a great swimming area. We have a 
great boating area. But if people want 
to come up and bring a lunch or just 
sit and enjoy the lake, we don’t have 
an area for that, it’s pretty marginal.”

The current property owner is 
Dorette Prinsloo.

Quinn Propst: 509-731-3590  
or quinn@ward.media

Port weighs redevelopment while citizens push for park expansion on vacant lot

See LEGISLATORS Page A6

See SHERIFF’S SUV Page A5
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CHELAN – The Lake Chelan 
Health and Wellness Founda-
tion has announced that appli-
cations for its 2025-26 college 
scholarships are now being ac-
cepted, with a submission dead-
line of Monday, April 7. 

Interested students can 
apply online and submit their 
applications to foundation@
lchealthwellness.com.

Among the foundation’s 
success stories is Karen 
Munguia Rodriguez, a third-
year scholarship recipient 
who exemplifies the program’s 
impact on local students pursu-
ing careers in healthcare.

“Lovely inside and out, 
Karen Munguia Rodriguez is 
a 3rd year – first-generation 
college student and very proud 
of her heritage. She is pursu-
ing a career in public health, 
inspired by health issues she 
herself had gone through and 
because it was difficult to di-
agnose. She spent almost a 

year working with doctors to 
identify and manage her health 
problem. But she did, and now 
she is ready to move forward,” 
said Vita Monteleone, Direc-
tor of Community Relations at 
Lake Chelan Health & Wellness 
Foundation.

Rodriguez’s personal health 
journey has influenced her aca-
demic interests and future as-
pirations. 

“One of the key items she 
is interested in is research. 
Because of her own situation, 
she believes that if there had 
been more research at the time, 
the doctors might have been 
able to diagnose her illness 
sooner. She is also interested 
in furthering her Public Health 
education and applying to 
the Physician Assistant (PA) 
program,” Monteleone added.

A local student committed 
to her community, Rodriguez 
“loves the Lake Chelan Valley 
and, upon completion of her 
studies, plans to be right back 
here working to make our 
valley a healthier place,” ac-
cording to Monteleone.

As a three-time recipient of 
the foundation’s scholarships, 
Rodriguez represents the type 
of dedicated healthcare student 
the foundation aims to support 
through its annual scholarship 
program.

The Lake Chelan Health and 
Wellness Foundation encourag-
es all eligible students to apply 
before the April 7 deadline.
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Get your event in the spotlight with Ward Media!
If you have an exciting event to share, email Reporter Quinn Propst at quinn@ward.media. We’ll showcase the five most 
captivating events of the week, giving your event the recognition it deserves. Even if your event isn’t among the top five, 
it will still be added to our events calendar and featured online. Don’t miss this chance to make your event shine! 5 

things to do
this week

Mushroom Painting - 
With Scandinative 

The Cove will host a special 
mushroom painting craft night 
on March 27 from 5:30 p.m. to 
8 p.m. at 806 W. Manson Hwy. 
in Chelan.

Each person will receive a 
handmade mushroom to paint 
and decorate. Tickets are $20 
per person.

For more information and 
tickets, visit The Cove on 
Facebook.

Spring Wreath Making
Tsillan Cellars will host a 

Spring Wreath Making event 
on April 1 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

“Craft your very own 
wreath using grapevines har-
vested from our vineyards. 

Tickets include a complimen-
tary glass of rosé,Tickets are 
$65 per person.”

For more information and 
tickets, visit tsillancellars.
com.

Spring Bazaar
The Lake Chelan Senior 

Center will host a Spring 
Bazaar from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
at 534 E. Trow Avenue in beau-
tiful Chelan.

“This free event will feature 
a variety of local vendors and 
unique handmade goods — a 
perfect way to celebrate the 
season and support the com-
munity.” 

For more information, contact 
Joan at the Lake Chelan 

Senior Center,  
509-682-2712.

Pub Live at 
the Pub & 
Veranda

Campbell’s Resort 
will host Pub Live at the 
Pub & Veranda on March 
28 from 6 to 8 p.m. at 104 W 
Woodin Ave in Chelan.

“Join us every Friday for live 
music at the Pub and Veranda! 
Kick off your weekend, grab 
a drink, enjoy delicious bites, 
and let the tunes set the vibe 
for a perfect Friday night,” the 
event page states.

For more information, visit 
campbellsresort.com or call 
509-682-2561.

Cider Sunday
Rootwood Cider will host 

Cider Sunday on March 30 
from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Root-
wood Cider Orchard Tasting 
Room & Production Facility, 
located at 1731 Totem Pole Rd 
in Manson.

“Enjoy a relaxing after-
noon sipping craft cider while 
taking in the beautiful orchard 
views,” the event page states.

For more information, visit 
RootwoodCider.com or call 
509-888-0126.
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Letter to the Editor
Local resident praises 
Ruby U event

Thank you for the article 
about the Ruby U presenta-
tion. It certainly helped bring 
a crowd to join the discussion 
led by the Indigenous Roots 
and Reparation Foundation in 
Wenatchee. 

We were stunned by the 
story in the movie about the 
decades-long “Fish Wars” in 
the Pacific Northwest. I think 
we are overdue paying at-

tention to these matters and 
working together to acknowl-
edge and repair the trauma 
created by past mistakes. 

Thanks in part to the free 
Thursday-evening Ruby U 
discussions, we don’t have to 
repeat tragic history and can 
instead gain a better under-
standing of our valley’s inhab-
itants both now and into the 
future.

Marianne Patton
Chelan

LakeChelanHealth.org

Scan  
QR Code to visit 

our website 
Scan qr code to visit LakeChelanHealth.org

• Appendicitis
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• Gallbladder disease
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Brandon Douglass, MD
General Surgeon

    Moving Your
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www.northcascadesheeting.com

Lake Chelan Health and 
Wellness Foundation scholarship 
applications due April 7

Karen Munguia Rodriguez

Local author Teri Fink wins 
multiple literary awards
NCW News / Ward Media

WENATCHEE – Local author 
Teri Fink, who has spent most 
of her life in Wenatchee, has 
received several prestigious 
literary honors for her novels, 
including the Legacy Fiction 
Award from the 15th Annual 
International Book Awards.

Fink’s second novel, “The 

Clovis Dig,” which tells the 
story of an East Wenatchee or-
chardist who discovers ancient 
artifacts beneath the orchard, 
earned the top prize in the 
Legacy Fiction category. 

Jeffrey Keen, President 
and CEO of American Book 
Fest, which manages the 
award, said this year’s contest 
yielded thousands of entries 
from authors and publishers 
around the world before being 
narrowed down to the final 
results.

Her third novel, “The Rest-
less Lake,” has been named 
a finalist for the Eric Hoffer 
Award, which honors the 
memory of the American phi-
losopher by highlighting ex-
cellence in writing and the 
independent spirit of small 
publishers. 

The novel, which chronicles 
the meeting of a tech executive 
and an Olympic gold medalist 
in the wilderness community 

Teri Fink

“The Clovis Dig,” her second 
novel that recently won the 
Legacy Fiction Award at the 
15th Annual International 
Book Awards. 

“The Restless Lake,” Fink’s 
third novel that has been 
named a finalist for both 
the Eric Hoffer Award and 
nominated for the Montaigne 
Medal.

“Invisible by Day,” Fink’s first 
novel that has been named a 
finalist in The Wishing Shelf 
Audiobook Awards.

of Stehekin at the head of Lake 
Chelan, has also been nomi-
nated by Eric Hoffer judges 
for the Montaigne Medal, rec-
ognizing it as one of the most 
thought-provoking books that 
“either illuminate, progress, or 
redirect thought.”

Additionally, the audiobook 
version of Fink’s first novel, 
“Invisible by Day,” a histori-
cal fiction work in the vein 
of Downton Abbey, has been 
named a finalist in The Wishing 
Shelf Audiobook Awards. Nar-
rator Grace Gray, a profession-
ally trained actress, brings the 
audiobook to life. 

The Wishing Shelf is an or-

ganization based in the United 
Kingdom founded by children’s 
author Edward Trayer.

“We always knew Teri Fink 
was a talented writer, a real pro, 
which is why we were thrilled 
to bring her on board,” says 
Fink’s publisher Dave Lane of 
Evolved Publishing LLC. 

“Nonetheless, the responses 
to all of her books by award 
sites, professional reviewers, 
and book consumers alike 
have exceeded even our high 
expectations. Her books leave 
a lasting impression in the best 
way for readers.”

“I’m thrilled that all three of 
my novels are receiving recog-

nition,” says Fink.
Fink’s novels are available 

in paperback, eBook, and au-
diobook formats. They can be 
purchased locally at A Book 
for All Seasons in Leaven-
worth, Ye Olde Bookshoppe 
in Wenatchee, and Riverwalk 
Books in Chelan. 

The novels and audiobooks 
are also sold online wherever 
books and audiobooks are sold.

Call us at 509-548-5286

Get rid of all that 

in the Lake Chelan
Mirror Classifieds.

Call us at 509-293-6780
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CHELAN – Lake Chelan 
Valley residents braved cold 
and rainy conditions to partici-
pate in two St. Patrick’s Day-
themed events on Saturday, 
March 15, in downtown Chelan.

The day began with the 
Shamrock Shuffle, a 5K fund-
raiser organized by the Lake 
Chelan Lions Club to support 
children with Type One Diabe-
tes. The event, which drew 71 

registered participants, raises 
money to send local children 
to Camp Stix in Spokane and 
promotes diabetes awareness 
across all age groups.

Following the morning run, 
the community gathered for 
the Wayne Kelly Memorial St. 
Patty’s Top Dog Parade through 
downtown Chelan. Participants 
of all ages dressed in green 
attire alongside their canine 
companions for the annual cel-
ebration.

Pat Kelly led the parade 
while holding a banner honor-
ing his father, Wayne Kelly, 

for whom the event is named. 
Many participants wore tradi-
tional Scottish kilts and plaid 
as they marched through town.

The local Girl Scout Troop 
was also present, informing at-
tendees that Girl Scout Cookies 
would be delivered soon to 
those who placed orders.

Dogs of various sizes par-
ticipated in the festivities, with 
some owners creating elabo-
rate costumes for their pets. 
One small dog was seen car-
rying a miniature St. Patrick 
figure on its back.

The morning Shamrock 

Shuffle began at Riverwalk 
Park Shelter, where young par-
ticipants showed particular en-
thusiasm at the starting line of 
the 5K course.

Despite challenging weather 
at the start of the day, both 
events successfully brought the 
community together in celebra-
tion of Irish heritage and to 
support local charitable efforts.

Meetings

Monday
American Legion #108: First 

Monday, 7 p.m., Manson 
Parks & Recreation Building, 
142 Pedio St. Contact: Norm 
Manly, 509-293-0225..

Manson Grange Youth Fairs 
Program: Third Monday, 6 
p.m., Manson Grange Build-
ing, youth 5th-8th grade. 
Contact: Norm Manly,  
509-293-0225.

Family and friends Support 
Group: Third Monday, 7-8:30 
p.m., Grace Lutheran Church, 
1408 Washington Street, 
Wenatchee. Contact: 509-
860-3620, website at: tcf-
wenatcheevalley.org

Tuesday
Manson Community Council: 

Third Tuesday, 6 p.m., Manson 
Parks Department, 142 Pedi 
St. In person or JOIN ZOOM 
MEETING: Meeting ID: 865 
5396 3012, Passcode: 98831: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8
6553963012?pwd=feCLUlQkf3
Z2TgEGDFvVaCEHpFI6AB.1

Survivors of Suicide Loss 
Support Group: Second 
Tuesday, 7-8:30 p.m., Grace 
Lutheran Church, 1408 Wash-
ington Street, Wenatchee. 
Contact: 509-860-3620, 
website at: tcfwenatcheeval-
ley.org

Lake Chelan Health Hospi-
tal board meeting: Fourth 
Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., board 

room at Lake Chelan Health, 
110 S. Apple Blossom Drive. 
in person or via the internet. 
Agenda, login information: 
lakechelanhealth.org

Manson Grange: Fourth Tuesday, 
5 p.m., Manson Grange Hall on 
Wapato Way. Contact: Norm 
Manly, 509-293-0225..

Wednesday
TOPS® Chapter Paves the Way 

to Healthy Lifestyle: Weekly 
on Wednesdays, 10-11 a.m. 
TOPS® chapter (weight loss 
support group) meetings at 
Lake Chelan United Meth-
odist Church, located at 206 
N. Emerson St. Attendees 
should use the side entrance 
of the church between the 
Lake Chelan Health Express 
Care Clinic and the church. 
TOPS empowers people to 
stop dieting and start creat-
ing healthy, enjoyable lifestyle 
habits that will work for them 
over the long haul..

Free Blood Pressure Checks: 
Chelan Valley Community 
Nurse program provide free, 
bi-weekly (Wednesday, March 
19) blood pressure checks to 
everyone in the valley, 11:15 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., Chelan Senior 
Center, 534 E. Trow Avenue, 
Chelan. For info: Catharine at 
509-679-9059, email: chel-
anvalleycommunitynurse@
gmail.com. You will be pro-
vided a wallet size record card 
to share with your physician if 
desired.

Manson Fire Dept. Board of 
Commissioners: Second 
Wednesday, 3:30 p.m., Station 
#51 - 250 West Manson 
Blvd., Manson. Meetings are 
in person. Contact: Reggie 
Trusel, Administrative Assis-
tant, 509-687-3222. Agenda at 
mansonfire.org

Chelan Fire & Rescue Board 
of Commissioners: Third 
Wednesday, 3 p.m., Station 
#71, 232 E. Wapato Ave., 
Chelan. Meetings are in 
person and are held via 
ZOOM you can follow the 
link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/87284665516. Meeting 
ID: 872 8466 5516 or dial +1 
253 215 8782/ Contact: Misty 
Fifield, Administrative Assis-
tant, 509-682-4476. Agenda at 
chelan7.com

Death Cafe Chelan: Third 
Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., Chelan Public Library, 216 
N. Emerson Street. Contact: 
Concie Luna or Vita Montele-
one at monte419@nwi.net. 

Thursday
Lake Chelan Lions Club: First 

and Third Thursdays, 9 a.m., 
Manson Parks Building, 142 
Pedoi St. 

Chelan Cancer Support Group: 
First Thursday, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Lake Chelan Health Hospital. 
Lunch (purchase from hos-
pital cafe) meeting 3n Bragg 
Room. Meetings are open to 

Any non-profit 501(c)-(3) group, 
person(s). Must provide: full name, 
city, phone number. Items pertain-
ing to local events that are free or 
minimum charge. Garage and 
Yard Sale Ads are paid events.  
To submit info call 509-682-2213 or 
email:ruth@ward.media

Local, Regional Community  
News & Events

Chelan County Sheriff Report
March 14
06:34:07Accident Injury, US HWY 

97A MP 238, Chelan
12:18:57 Suspicious, 1174 IVAN 

MORSE RD, Manson 
12:58:40 Harass/Threat, 2681 

ENTIAT WAY, Entiat 
14:07:22 Animal Problem, 2127 W 

HIGH ST, Chelan 
14:55:19 Theft, 230 E FARNHAM 

AVE# Cl, Chelan
15:44:41 Welfare Check, 117 E 

WOODIN AVE; VOGUE, Chelan 
16:48:40 Warrant, E JOHNSON 

AVE & N NICHOLS, Chelan 
16:52:15 Traffic Offense, 77 

WAPATO WAY, Manson 
17:26:24 Weapons Violation, 401 

WASHINGTON ST#  5, Chelan 
17:39:32 Court Order, 25888 

HOWARD FLATS RD NE, Chelan
19:32:56 Court Order, 711 E 

WAPATO AVE# 1, Chelan  
19:36:28 Animal Problem, 53 S 

LAKESHORE RD, Chelan 
22:40:40 Assist Agency, EARTH-

QUAKE POINT, Entiat 
23:27:23 Dui, US HWY 97A MP 219, 

Entiat 
23:42:06 Dui, 900BLK W MANSON 

RD, Chelan

March 15
02:12:50 Domestic Disturbance, 

526 BOYD LOOP RD, Chelan
06:47:32 911, 902 E WOODIN AVE, 

Cascade
11:33:58 Assist Public, 25888 

HOWARD FLATS RD NE, Chelan 
17:19:19 Warrant, S SANDERS ST & 

E TROW AVE, Chelan
17:39:14 Hazard, 30 ARIEL LN, 

Manson
19:39:54 Traffic Offense, 485 W 

MANSON RD, Chelan
20:54:22 Welfare Check, UNION 

VALLEY RD, Chelan 
22:41:26 Traffic Offense, 534 E 

TROW AVE, Chelan
23:38:24 Alarm, 146 LONG DR, 

Chelan

March 16
01:18:03 Disturbance, 322 W 

WOODIN AVE, Chelan  
11:39:42 Malicious Misch, 25888 

HOWARD FLATS RD NE, Chelan
13:12:11 Assist Public, 0BLK JOE 

CREEK FS 8210 RD, Manson 
13:59:21 Welfare Check, 144 E 

JOHNSON AVE, Chelan 
14:20:40 Hazard, SR 150 & DIET-

RICH RD, Chelan
17:18:13 Welfare Check, UNION 

VALLEY RD & BLUE GRO 2, 
Chelan

17:28:52 Scam, 476 WHISPER PL, 
Chelan

18:54:11 Parking/Abandon, 15131 N 
LAKESHORE DR, Entiat 

18:56:08 Dui, 87 ROSES AVE, 
Manson

22:33:55 Welfare Check, 62 
VILLAGE VISTA LN, Manson 

23:12:55 Hazard, 11100BLK S 
LAKESHORE RD, Chelan

March 17
05:32:21 Hazard, 300BLK 

STAYMAN FLATS RD, Chelan
05:45:24 Domestic Disturbance, 

115 APPLE AVE, Chelan
08:52:55 Fraud/Forgery, 2127 W 

HIGH ST, Chelan
09:37:15 Assist Public, CHELAN 

FALLS, Chelan
10:20:46 Property, 200BLK 

BOETZKES AVE, Manson
10:28:27 Miscellaneous, 401 

WASHINGTON ST#  5, Chelan
12:59:12 Trespass, 53 S LAKE-

SHORE RD, Chelan
13:00:01 Suspicious, OLD CHELAN 

BRIDGE, Chelan
14:20:19 Vehicle Theft, 561 

AZWELL RD, Chelan
21:17:00 Trespass, 505 BOYD LOOP 

R D , 
Chelan

March 18
01:18:07 Prowler, 6710 NAVARRE 

COULEE RD, Chelan
06:28:37 Parking/Abandon, 

WAPATO WAY & GREEN AVE, 
Manson

7:28:27 Accident No Inj, 14565 US 
HWY 97A # 1, Entiat

7:49:10 Accident Unk, N APPLE 
BLOSSOM DR & US HW, Chelan

10:22:12 Trespass, US HWY 97 MP 
237, Chelan

10:37:30 Assist Public, 134 WILL-
MORTH DR, Chelan

12:01:41 Abuse, CHELAN, Chelan
13:19:28 Welfare Check, 20 BIT-

TERBRUSH LN, Chelan
17:16:46 Trespass, 108 N APPLE 

BLOSSOM DR, Chelan
17:53:46 Traffic Offense, SR 150 

MP 11, Chelan 
18:20:37 Suspicious, 25888 

HOWARD FLATS RD NE, 
Chelan

19:15:59 Trespass, 108 N APPLE 
BLOSSOM DR, Chelan

21:13:39 Disturbance, 77 WAPATO 
WAY, Manson

21:17:58 Alarm, 222 E WOODIN 
AVE, Chelan

21:39:41 Disturbance, 610 SR 150, 
Manson 

March 19
06:11:38 Accident No Inj,  2484 

MANSON BLVD, Manson 
08:33:45 Welfare Check, 4245 

UNION VALLEY RD, Chelan 
08:57:37 Theft, 67 WAPATO LAKE 

RD, Chelan
09:32:18 Assist Public, 207 N 

EMERSON ST, Chelan

WE’RE HIRING!

EARN UP TO $13K WHILE MAKING 
THE BEST SUMMER MEMORIES!

JOIN THE TEAM!

Grab your friends and apply NOW!

Chelan goes green
Shamrock shuffle and top 
dog parade bring St. Patrick’s 
spirit despite rainy start

The local Girl Scout Troop let everyone know that Girl Scout Cookies would be delivered soon 
to those that order them.  

Leading the Wayne Kelly Memorial St. Patty’s Top Dog Parade 
was Pat Kelly (on the left) holding the banner for the parade 
which honors his father, Wayne Kelly. He was joined by many in 
the wearing of the plaid and kilts.

This big dog joined his human 
partner,  along with many 
others in the Top Dog Parade.

These youngsters were full 
of energy as they left the 
Riverwalk Park Shelter for the 
5k Lake Chelan Lions Club 
Fun Run, raising money for 
the Lake Chelan Lions Club 
program to send kids with 
Type One Diabetes to Camp 
Stix in Spokane and promote 
l o c a l  a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t 
Diabetes for all ages.

St. Patrick himself, hitched a 
ride on the back of this dog for 
the Top Dog Parade.

Wearing of the green and 
shamrocks was the order 
of the day for the Top Dog 
Parade, with dogs of all sizes 
and shapes joining in the fun 
parade.

PHOTOS BY RUTH KEYS/
WARD MEDIA

See SHERIFF REPORT Page A4See BULLETIN BOARD Page A4
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BOYS VARSITY BASEBALL

Sat, Mar 29 12:00: PM Chelan vs. Colville Home

Tue, Apr 1 4:30: PM Chelan vs. Cascade Home

BOYS VARSITY BASEBALL
Sat, Mar 22 Chelan 12 Okanogan 2 Win

BOYS VARSITY SOCCER
Tue, Mar 18 Chelan 1 Quincy 4 Loss

Thu, Mar 20 Chelan 0 Othello 3 Loss

BOYS VARSITY SOCCER
Thu, Mar 20 Manson 0 Okanogan 1 Loss

Sat, Mar 22 Manson 0 Brewster 1 Loss

VARSITY TENNIS 

Thu, Mar 27 3:00 PM Chelan vs. East Valley Home @ Lake 
Chelan Shores

GIRLS VARSITY SOFTBALL

Thu, Mar 27 4:30 PM Chelan vs. Okanogan Away 

Sat, Mar 29 12:00 PM Chelan vs. Colville Home

Tue, Apr 1 3:00 PM Chelan vs. Naches Valley Away 

VARSITY TRACK

Sat, Mar 29 10:00 AM Chelan vs. 49th Ray Cross Invitational @
Ephrata

BOYS VARSITY SOCCER

Thu, Mar 27 4:00 PM Chelan vs. Cashmere Home

Sat, Mar 29 1:00 PM Chelan vs. Cascade Away 

CHELAN HIGH SCHOOL SCHEDULE

CHELAN HIGH SCHOOL SCOREBOARD

MANSON HIGH SCHOOL SCOREBOARD

GIRLS VARSITY TRACK

Wed, Mar 26 4:00 PM Entiat vs. Tonasket Meet Away

BOYS VARSITY TENNIS

Thu, Mar 20 4:00: PM Entiat vs. Lake Roosevelt Home  

Fri, Mar 21 4:00: PM Entiat vs. Manson Away

Mon, Mar 24 4:00: PM Entiat vs. Soap Lake Away

Wed, Mar 26 4:00: PM Entiat vs. Oroville Home  

GIRLS VARSITY TENNIS 

Thu, Mar 20 4:00 PM Entiat vs. Lake Roosevelt Home

Fri, Mar 21 4:00 PM Entiat vs. Manson Away

Mon, Mar 24 4:00 PM Entiat vs. Soap Lake Away

Wed, Mar 26 4:00 PM Entiat vs. Oroville Home

ENTIAT HIGH SCHOOL SCHEDULE

BOYS VARSITY BASEBALL

Sat, Mar 29 11:00: AM Manson vs. Bridgeport Home

BOYS VARSITY TENNIS

Thu, Mar 27 4:00: PM Manson vs. Pateros Away 

GIRLS VARSITY SOFTBALL

Sat, Mar 29 11:00: PM Manson vs. Bridgeport Home

BOYS VARSITY SOCCER

Thu, Mar 27 4:30: PM Manson vs. Liberty Bell Home

GIRLS VARSITY TENNIS 

Thu, Mar 27 4:00: PM Manson vs. Pateros Away 

MANSON HIGH SCHOOL SCHEDULE

Lake Chelan Mirror  
Ward Media

OLYMPIA – The Washing-
ton State House of Represen-
tatives formally recognized 
the Chelan High School Vol-
leyball Team recently with the 
passage of House Resolution 
No. 2025-4639, honoring the 
team’s historic achievement 
of winning a fifth consecutive 
state championship.

The resolution, introduced 
by Representatives Mike Steele 
and Brian Burnett, acknowl-
edges the “unparalleled com-

mitment to excellence” demon-
strated by the team in securing 
its fifth consecutive Washing-
ton Interscholastic Activities 
Association (WIAA) 1A State 
Volleyball Championship.

“The team’s championship 
victory is a testament to the 
dedication, skill, and persever-
ance of the student-athletes, 
coaches, and supporters who 
have contributed to this his-
toric achievement,” states the 
resolution.

The document highlights 
several core values embodied 
by the team, including unity, 

belief, resilience, dominance, 
determination, and adaptabil-
ity. It specifically notes how 
the team overcame early-
season challenges and coach-
ing changes with “grace and 
resilience” while maintaining 
focus on their championship 
aspirations.

The resolution emphasizes 
the team’s impact beyond ath-
letics, stating, “The Chelan 
Volleyball Team has brought 
immense pride to their school, 
families, and the Lake Chelan 
community by exemplifying 
sportsmanship, leadership, and 

an unwavering commitment to 
success.”

With the unanimous adop-
tion of the resolution, the 
Washington State House of 
Representatives formally com-
mended the players, coaches, 
and supporters for their dedi-
cation to excellence. Copies of 
the resolution will be transmit-
ted to the Chelan High School 
Volleyball Team, their coaches, 
and the Lake Chelan School 
District.

The resolution was certified 
by Bernard Dean, Chief Clerk of 
the House of Representatives.

Chelan, Manson, Entiat 
BASEBALL – SOFTBALL – SOCCER – TRACK & FIELD

Spring Sports 

Apply today 
to join Team 
Slidewaters
www.slidewaters.com
www.lakesidesurf.com

Strong Body,
Strong Mind,
Strong Team.

GO TEAMS

Downtown Chelan • 509-682-2815
kellyshardware.com

Kelly’s

Hardware

14531 Hwy 97A | Entiat

509-784-4822
www.northcascadesheating.com

Service & Maintain  
your Heat pump or  

Air Conditioning  
System and 

STAY COOL 
ALL SUMMER!

is proud to cheer for  
our student athletes!

GO TEAMS!

Washington State House honors 
Chelan High School volleyball for 
fifth consecutive championship

09:49:59 Burglary, 48 DIETRICH 
RD, Chelan 

10:14:15 Civil, 25888 HOWARD 
FLATS RD NE, Chelan 

10:25:33 911, 10 WINE GARDEN 
LN, Manson

10:53:42 Fraud/Forgery, 106 W 
MANSON RD, Chelan

11:14:22 Civil, 216 N EMERSON ST#  
1, Chelan

11:31:18 Disturbance,  207 N 
EMERSON ST, Chelan  

12:09:24 Suicide Threat, 1300BLK 
W WOODIN AVE, Chelan

13:25:01 Accident Injury, THREE 
FINGERS, Chelan

15:32:22 Traffic Offense, SR 150 & 
KEY LN, Chelan

15:40:49 Harass/Threat, 415 6TH 
ST, Chelan

17:25:31 Welfare Check, 207 N 
EMERSON ST, Chelan

20:12:29 Burglary, 717 N GOLF 
COURSE DR, Chelan

March 20
07:41:58 Drugs, 703 BOETZKES 

AVE, Manson 
09:56:56 Welfare Check, 84 

WAPATO WAY, Manson

10:36:09 Welfare Check, UNION 
VALLEY RD & BLUE GROW, 
Chelan

10:41:27 Property, 518 E WOODIN 
AVE, Chelan  

12:29:54 Welfare Check, 229 W 
HIGHLAND AVE# 1/2, Chelan 

13:25:55 Suspicious, 120 BOGEY 
BLVD, Chelan 

13:36:18 Suspicious, 75 HURLEY 
LN, Manson 

15:15:00 Welfare Check, 114 S 
EAST CENTER ST, Chelan

17:05:33 Civil, 3022 MANSON 
BLVD, Manson 

17:38:47 911, ENTIAT WAY & 
ENTIAT RIVER, Entiat 

17:48:07 Theft, 108 N APPLE 
BLOSSOM DR, Chelan

18:46:08 Fraud/Forgery, 14907 
BURKEY ST, Entiat 

19:23:18 Domestic Disturbance, 
526 BOYD LOOP RD, Chelan 

21:08:48 Welfare Check, 9969 
SASKA WAY, Entiat 

Sheriff Report
Continued from page A3

Bulletin Board
Continued from page A3

anyone impacted by cancer. 
Including: patients, survivors, 
caregivers, family members 
and especially those who are 
recently diagnosed. It is also 
open to folks wanting to learn 
ways to support someone af-
fected by cancer. It’s a place 
where members can offer 
advice, share coping strate-
gies, and build relationships 
along their journey. More info: 
Anne Brooks, 509-682-8718.

Family Caregivers/Support 
Group: Third Thursday, 10 
a.m.-11:30 a.m., Lake Chelan 
Chamber of Commerce, Cold-
well Banker Board Room, 216 
E. Woodin Avenue, Chelan.

Saturday
VFW #6853 Post Coffee/Donuts, 

Every Saturday, 9-11 a.m., 427 
S. Bradley Street, donuts, 
coffee and conversation.

Other Events
Lake Chelan Senior Center will 

host a Spring Bazaar from 10 
a.m to 3 p.m, at 534 E. Trow 
Avenue in beautiful Chelan. 

“This free event will feature a 
variety of local vendors and 
unique handmade goods — a 
perfect way to celebrate the 
season and support the com-
munity.” Information, contact 
Joan at the Lake Chelan Senior 
Center, 509-682-2712.

Chelan Valley Hope: It’s Dis-
ability Awareness Month and 
during this month Chelan 
Valley Hope would like to 
bring awareness to inclusion, 
resources, and accessibility. At 
Hope, we take several steps 
to accommodate clients with 
disabilities and ensure they 
have equal access to the ser-
vices and resources offered. 
The building has designated 
handicapped parking along 
with a handicap-accessible 
entrance and bathroom. Then, 
our wonderful team is ready 
to provide access support for 
clients with hearing, speech, 
or learning disabilities. March 
provides an opportunity to 
come together to celebrate 
diversity, promote accessibil-
ity, and advocate for the rights 
of people with disabilities. For 
more information about do-
nations, services, or volunteer 

opportunities, you may call or 
visit us Monday - Thursday, 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. (closed Noon to 1 
p.m.), and speak with one of 
our helpful volunteers.

Chelan Museum: The Chelan 
Museum is now open Thurs-
day thru Saturday, 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m., during the month of 
March. For more info: 509-682-
5644 or https://chelanmuse-
um.com

SAIL Exercise Classes: SAIL (Stay 
Active & Independent for Life) 
fitness classes are offered 
at Chelan Senior Center on 
Monday and Wednesday, 1:15 
p.m. Evening SAIL classes 
are Monday and Thursday 
evenings, 5:30 p.m., Chelan 
Senior Center. SAIL classes are 
offered to residents of Heri-
tage Heights Assisted Living 
on Mondays and Fridays at 
2 p.m.

Chelan Senior Meals: Served 
at Chelan Senior Center, 534 
E. Trow Avenue, Monday-
Friday. Suggested donation 
for seniors over age 60 is $5. 
Fee for persons under age 
60 is $12. Call 509-888-4440 
to reserve meals 24 hours 

in advance. For information 
about Home Delivered Meals 
call 509-470-0522. Visit their 
website at www.octn.org. 
Follow them on Facebook. 

Food Bank food distribution: 
Lake Chelan Food Bank 
food giveaway Saturday and 
Tuesday, 9 - 10 a.m. Drive 
through distribution at 417 S. 
Bradley Street. Families are 
limited to one box per week. 
Information: lakechelanfood-
bank.org Non perishable food 
donations may be dropped 
off at the Lake Chelan Mirror 
office, 131 Apple Blossom 
Drive, Suite 109 (Chelan Busi-
ness Center).

Household hazardous waste 
drop off: Chelan County Mod-
erate Risk Waste Facility on 
Highway 97A in Wenatchee. 
Open the first Saturday of the 
month, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Open 
Tuesday through Friday at the 
same hours. Free service to 
Chelan County residents. For 
the list of items that the facil-
ity does, and does not accept, 
go to https://www.co.chelan.
wa.us/solid-waste-manage-
ment/pages/household-haz-
ardous-wastes

P l e a s e  
r e c y c l e  
t h i s  
p a p e r
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NCW News / Ward Media

WENATCHEE – The Chel-
an-Douglas Homeless Housing 
Task Force will begin accept-
ing applications for its 2025-
2027 grant cycle starting 
March 31.

The task force, which serves 
Chelan and Douglas coun-
ties, is preparing to distrib-
ute approximately $6 million 
in Consolidated Homeless 
Grant funds for local homeless 
housing programs. This repre-
sents a significant reduction 
from the current funding cycle.

Due to the state’s budget 
deficit, the 2025-2027 grant 
cycle anticipates at least a 20 
percent reduction in available 
funding. 

The state has emphasized 
local governments must main-
tain the level of services and 
number of beds available in 
communities.

Applications will be accept-

ed until 5 p.m. on May 2 and 
must be submitted to Amber 
Hallberg, Chelan County Com-
munity Services Manager. No 
late applications will be con-
sidered. 

The two-year grants will run 
from July 1, 2025, to June 30, 
2027.Eligible applicants include 
registered nonprofits, govern-
ment agencies, and federally 
recognized Washington state 
tribes. 

The task force has indicated 
a preference for funding exist-
ing programs, though this is 
not a requirement. 

All projects must comply 
with Consolidated Homeless 
Grant guidelines.

The funding will support 
administrative and opera-
tional costs for various home-
less services, including emer-
gency shelters, transitional 
housing, permanent support-
ive housing, and rental assis-
tance programs. Limited main-

tenance costs are also eligible 
for funding.

The grants are supported by 
two primary funding sources: 
the Consolidated Homeless 
Grant, provided by the Wash-
ington State Department of 
Commerce, and Local Home-
less Housing funds generated 
from document recording fees. 

The local document record-
ing fee fund supports activities 
outlined in the region’s five-
year homeless housing strate-
gic plan.

During the current grant 
cycle, which concludes June 
30, Chelan and Douglas coun-
ties received approximately $8 
million in combined funding 
through these programs.

Applications will be available 
on the Chelan County website 
beginning March 31. Inter-
ested organizations can direct 
questions to Amber Hallberg 
at amber.hallberg@co.chelan.
wa.us or 509-667-6881.

NCW News / Ward Media

OLYMPIA – The Washing-
ton State Parks and Recreation 
Commission is opening up 
more camping opportunities 
for visitors by expanding its 
same-day reservation option 
to all parks with reservable 
campgrounds. 

Visitors will be able to 
secure a campsite instead of 
traveling to a park and gam-
bling on the availability of a 
first come, first served site. 

Campers can book a same-
day reservation until 2 p.m. on 
their intended day of arrival. 

This change is specific to 
campground reservations 
and does not apply to roofed 
accommodations, vacation 

rentals, yurts and day-use fa-
cilities (like picnic shelters). 

First come, first served 
camping is still available for 
unreserved sites after 2:30 p.m.  

State Parks launched its 
same-day reservation pilot 
program in September 2023 at 
Cape Disappointment, Decep-
tion Pass and Millersylvania 
state parks. Due to its success, 
it was expanded in 2024 to an 
additional 24 parks. To date, 
the program has brought in 
more than 7,000 same-day res-
ervations for sites that might 
otherwise have been vacant. 

This system-wide improve-
ment will provide more oppor-
tunities for more campers to 
experience a night in a state 
park, and it will improve the 

experience for day-of planners. 
Additionally, this change will 
help the agency fill sites with 
last-minute cancellations.  

State Parks is primar-
ily funded by earned revenue, 
with 64% of its funds coming 
from fees, purchases, dona-
tions and other revenue and 
36% coming from state general 
funds. Camping and roofed ac-
commodations account for 40% 
of the agency’s earned revenue 
and 23% of its total funding.  

How to make a reservation 
Customers have two options 

for booking a same-day reser-
vation: 

• Online at washington.go-
ingtocamp.com

• By calling 1-888-
CAMPOUT (1-888-226-7688) 

NCW News / Ward Media

WENATCHEE – NCW Li-
braries and Write On The 
River are now accepting sub-
missions for their 14th annual 
High School Writers Competi-
tion, offering cash prizes for 
original fiction by students in 
grades 9-12 across five coun-
ties in North Central Wash-

ington.
The competition, which 

opened March 14, welcomes 
entries from students in 
Chelan, Douglas, Okanogan, 
Grant, and Ferry counties, in-
cluding public, private, home-
schooled, and Running Start 
students. 

Write On The River will 
award a total of $200 in cash 

prizes to three winners select-
ed for excellence in original 
short fiction.

Eligible submissions must 
be the student’s original work, 
between 500-2,000 words, previ-
ously unpublished, and created 
without artificial intelligence 
assistance. 

NCW News / Ward Media

OLYMPIA – Spring is arriv-
ing in the Northwest, and with 
it comes Washington’s dead-
line to remove studded tires.

Studded tires must be 
removed by the end of the day 
Monday, March 31 to avoid a 
potential fine of $137. Automo-
tive centers are expected to be 
busy the weekend before the 
deadline, so the Washington 
State Department of Transpor-
tation encourages travelers to 
plan ahead.

Studded tire regulations
Studded tires are legal in 

Washington from Nov. 1 to 
March 31. There is no individ-
ual exception or “out of state 
waiver” to the studded tire 
dates. Tickets could be issued 

by the Washington State Patrol 
as soon as Tuesday, April 1. 
WSDOT does not issue tickets. 
Washington and Oregon share 
the same March 31 removal 
deadline, but other states 
may have different rules. All 
drivers – including visitors 
– must follow Washington’s 
motor vehicle laws while in 
the state.

Weather and road 
conditions

State law gives WSDOT 
the authority to extend the 
deadline when circumstances 
call for it. While late-season 
snow is possible in mountain 
passes, there are no statewide 
forecasts warranting a dead-
line extension. For mountain 
travel, WSDOT recommends 
drivers use approved traction 

tires and carry chains to have 
handy if necessary. WSDOT 
crews will continue to monitor 
weather and roadway condi-
tions and respond quickly to 
any spring snow.

“Studded tires cause 
between $20 million to $29 
million in damage to Washing-
ton’s state-owned roads each 
winter, in addition to damag-
ing city and county roads,” said 
WSDOT Maintenance Opera-
tions Manager James Morin. 
“There are many alternative 
traction options available. We 
encourage drivers to consider 
non-stud, winter-tread tires, 
which provide excellent trac-
tion without the road damage 
caused by metal studs.”

More information about 
studded tire regulations in 
Washington is available online.

www.ncw.news
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Call us today!  509-731-3624  NorthwestSwag.com

Your Brand Their Hands
Make your brand a part of their everyday life with premium 
promotional products. Let’s create something memorable.  

GET 8
FREE
filet mignon
BURGERS
A $37 value!

Butcher’s Savory Collection
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
 4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
78045ZMJ    separately $269.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

SAVE 52%

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 78045. Standard S&H added per address. 
While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/

terms-of-use. Expires 03/31/25. 24M7123  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

YOU TASTE ITTASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOWPICTURE PERFECT, NOW

OmahaSteaks.com/Savory1330  |  1.833.685.0091
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 78045ZMJ

Order 
Now!

THE BEST STEAKS OF YOUR LIFE OR YOUR MONEY BACK

would be transported by air or 
boat, depending on the urgency 
of their arrival. A flight up the 
lake would take around just 25 
minutes in an emergency. Once 

on the ground, however, depu-
ties are now free to travel the 
community without assistance.

Sheriff Mike Morrison calls 
the acquisition a reflection of 
the CCSO’s “commitment to 
serving all of our communities 
to the best of our ability.” 

Stehekin may be remote, but 
they are an integral and im-
portant part of Chelan County, 
and this move is meant to show 
just that.

Andrew Simpson: 509-433-7626 
or andrew@ward.media

Sheriff’s SUV
Continued from page A1

By tAylor CAldwell
Ward Media Staff Reporter

WENATCHEE – Approxi-
mately 350 people filled the 
Mission View Elementary gym 
to learn about the possible con-
struction of the world’s first 
fusion power plant in Malaga 
during an information meeting 
on March 11.

Helion, an Everett-based 
energy company, is consider-
ing a 10-acre site on Chelan 

PUD property near Rock Island 
Dam to build the first fusion 
machine to produce electricity, 
if successful. 

The purpose of the power 
plant would be to fulfill a 
50-megawatt power purchase 
agreement with Microsoft.

“Our goal is not just to 
provide electricity, but to 
provide electricity in a way 
that’s clean and safe, that’s 
really low cost,” said CEO and 
founder David Kirtley.

With fusion, the company 
promises clean and cost-effi-
cient energy without the down-
sides of existing nuclear power 
(fission), which runs the risk of 
an uncontrolled chain reaction 
and associated nuclear prolif-
eration, and has long-lived ra-
dioactive waste. 

However, the develop-
ing fusion machine, named 
Polaris, would be the first of 
its kind to produce electricity 
at a commercial level. So far, 
the company has produced six 
prototypes. Its sixth genera-
tion, Trenta, became “the first 
privately-funded fusion device 
to reach commercially-relevant 
fusion conditions.”

Helion hosted the infor-
mational meeting alongside 
Chelan County PUD and 
Chelan Douglas Regional Port 
Authority to answer questions 
and field concerns from the 
public about the groundbreak-
ing power project. 

During the Q&A portion of 
the meeting, residents raised 
concerns of the reliability of 
executing the project, as well 
as impact on the public utility, 

Helion opens dialogue with 
community on fusion power project

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA  
The community meeting hosted a panel of leaders from Helion, 
Chelan County PUD and Chelan Douglas Regional Port Authority 
to answer questions about the potential project.

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA  
Helion CEO and Founder David Kirtley speaks to a standing-
room-only crowd about fusion power. 

Chelan-Douglas housing 
task force opens new grant 
application process March 31

State Parks expands same-day camping 
reservations to all campgrounds 

NCW Libraries, Write On The River launch 
14th annual high school writers competition

Deadline approaching for 
studded tire removal

property taxes, and the envi-
ronment.

“There’s got to be a cost. 
There’s got to be a form of 
pollution that we don’t under-
stand… How do we harness 
that unknown?” said audience 
member Gary Koehler, who ref-
erenced the Hanford Nuclear 
site contamination and the Co-
lumbia River dams’ impact on 
salmon populations.

The company said its power 
plant footprint would be 
smaller than the size of a high 
school campus, its water usage 
would be comparable to a small 
hospital (100 to 300 gallons of 
water per minute), and its air 
emissions and radiation would 
be within Department of Health 
standards. 

The plant would also have 
a nitrogen fire suppression 
system. Additionally, Helion 
explained its radioactive by-
product tritium had a half-life 
of only 12.5 years.

“It decays into helium-3. So 
this becomes like a wine cellar. 
As it ages, it ages into our fuel. 
These valves can be opened 
up. We can pull that helium-3 
out and put it back into our 
machine,” said Michael Hua, 
Helion Director of Radiation 

Safety and Nuclear Science.
Audience members also 

raised the question of both 
Helion and Microsoft’s impact 
on local taxpayers. Chelan 
Douglas Regional Port Author-
ity Commissioner Donn Ether-
ington said the new construc-
tion and raised assessed value 
from the projects would create 
“tax relief on your property 
taxes,” earning a round of ap-
plause from the gym. Addition-
al concerns were raised with 
the large load growth impact-
ing the local power utility.

“One of the things we hear 
loud and clear from you all is 
concerns about large load data 
centers and not using up the 
surplus hydropower electricity 
that we have… This is actu-
ally potentially helping in that 
regard, and coming up with 
an emerging technology that 
would address large loads. And 

so that’s our interest here,” said 
Chelan County PUD General 
Manager Kirk Hudson.

In response to concerns 
about project abandonment, 
Kirtley said the company had 
enough private investment to 
construct the “buildings and 
all the generator infrastructure 
for the facility.” As part of the 
licensing process, the company 
also had to place the cost of 
decommissioning the site in 
a trust to ensure state-driven 
clean up was funded, said Hua.

The company is still in the 
process of permitting and 
agreements. If all goes to plan, 
it aims to deliver its first elec-
trons to the grid by 2028, ac-
cording to Helion Communica-
tions Director Jessie Barton. 

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276 
or taylor@ward.media

See NCW LIBRARIES Page A6



  March 26, 2025A6

Students may submit one 
piece annually, and there is 
no entry fee. The submission 
deadline is April 11.

The competition was es-
tablished and continues to be 
sponsored by New York Times 
bestselling author Chelsea 
Cain, who visited Wenatchee 
in 2011 as a speaker at the 

Write On The River Confer-
ence. 

The organization focuses on 
connecting regional writers 
with educational opportuni-
ties in fiction, nonfiction, and 
publishing, while fostering a 
vibrant writing community in 
North Central Washington.

NCW Libraries serves the 
region through 30 library lo-
cations, digital resources, 
a Mail Order Library, and a 

Community Bookmobile, with 
a mission to connect residents 
with resources that promote 
individual growth and commu-
nity development.

Interested students can 
find complete guidelines and 
submission information at  
www.writeontheriver.org or 
www.ncwlibraries.org/writer-
scompetition, where works by 
past winners are also available 
for reading.

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-794-1675
130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

PORTABLE OXYGEN You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare
We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify: Call 1.855.717.4567

Business & Service Directory

Your business or service 
to this directory! 

Starting at

per week
 $

 17

ADVERTISE

Chelan Christian ChurCh
Morning Worship 10 am

509-682-2025 • 210 E. Wapato Ave.
Pastor Mark Wilton

lake Chelan united

Methodist ChurCh
Worship 10 am
509-682-2241 

Corner of Johnson & Emerson

st. andrew’s episCopal ChurCh
Worship 10 am

120 E. Woodin Ave., 
PO Box 1226, Chelan, WA 98816

 509-682-2851 
www.standrewschelan.org

Manson united 
Methodist ChurCh

10 am Worship, 
Holy Communion the first Sunday of the month

 “Come as you are, all are welcome” 
687-3311, at the corner of Green and Boetzkes

Sermon-by-Phone 509-423-7514 to hear 
our own Pastor Mike O’Neal deliver his weekly sermon

   

To place your Church information in the 
Church Guide 

call Ruth at 509-682-2213; 
email: ruth@ward.media

Lake Chelan Valley Church Guide
Chelan Manson

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (877) 225-8568 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

877-225-8568
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (877) 225-8568.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt71

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (888) 720−3848

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 888-674-7053  
to schedule your free quote!

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS 

Call today: 

+1 (844) 707-1698

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit card or other 
unsecured debt, see how we can help.

SEE HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE 

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit 
approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 
559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, 
MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 
179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing 
that fi ts your budget!1

1-888-360-1582
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

Jaqueline Woods La Chapelle
Jacqueline Woods La Cha-

pelle, "Jackie," daughter of For-
rest and Marjorie Woods, passed 
away on January 21, 2025. Born 
March 9, 1947, in Salem, Oregon, 
she moved to Woodburn with her 
family when the town had approxi-
mately 2,500 residents. 
They became active 
members of the Bap-
tist church on Gatch 
Street. Jackie gradu-
ated from Woodburn 
High School in 1965 
and Oregon State Uni-
versity in 1969 with a 
BS in Speech. At OSU, 
she met and married 
David Simmons, father 
of her three children.

Jackie's career life included be-
ing a vice principal and counselor, 
teacher and adjunct professor 
of Speech, social worker, and 
culinary arts instructor. She en-
joyed teaching and working with 
students of all ages to improve 
their lives.

During her years in teaching, 
she met fellow educator and 
second husband, Lawrence La 
Chapelle, the love of her life and 
role model to her children. They 
remained married until his pass-
ing on December 5, 2018.

Jackie enjoyed and excelled in 
many creative pursuits including 
playing the flute, quilting, singing, 

theatre, crafting, gardening, and 
caregiving. She was a voracious 
reader and passed on her aca-
demic discipline to her children. 
Jackie also enjoyed cooking with 
her children and 10 grandchil-
dren, including a family cooking 

contest which became 
an annual tradition. Her 
sense of humor, love 
of life and strong faith 
were beacons of light 
to any gathering.

Jackie is survived by 
children Valeri Hodson, 
(Mark) from Whidbey 
Island, WA, Drew Sim-
mons (Jennifer) Win-
throp, WA and Steven 

Simmons (Kalee) Chelan, WA. 
She is also survived by sisters 
Winnie Sample (William), Salem, 
Oregon and Vivian Kamph (Fred 
) McMinnville, OR, and brother, 
Vaughn Woods (Terrie) La Jolla, 
CA. 

Jackie maintained a strong 
faith in Jesus throughout her life. 
In life, we all decide whether we 
invite faith to come along for the 
ride. Jackie did.

The public is invited to cel-
ebrate the life of Jackie at a 
Memorial Service to be held at 
Mid-Valley Community Church, 
591 Gatch Street, Woodburn, 
Oregon, 97071, Saturday, April 
5, 2025, at 2:00 p.m.

Jaqueline Woods  
La Chapelle

Joanna "Pete" Simmons

Joanna "Pete" Simmons, 93, of Brewster, 
Washington, and formerly of Manson, Washington 

passed  on March 20, 2025.

Precht Rose Chapel is handling the arrangements 
for the family.

The proposal would increase 
in annual property tax growth 
from the current 1 percent cap 
to the combined rate of popula-
tion growth plus inflation. 

On the topic of housing, 
Sen. Goehner, who sits on the 
related committee, discussed 
his support for more housing 
options through his sponsor-
ship of middle housing allowed 
in Urban Growth Areas (UGA). 
However, he could not support 
the proposed rent control cap 
of 7 percent annually.

“I talked with a number of 
low income housing people, 
and they’ve encouraged 
me to support that, and I’ve 
told them I can’t support it, 
because I really do care about 
low income housing people. 
Because if this goes in, it’s 

shown to be across the nation 
to actually be a deterrent to 
more housing being built,” said 
Sen. Goehner.

Education also received sig-
nificant attention during the 
town hall, with concerns of 
budget declines and dwindling 
resources from a local teacher. 

The representatives af-
firmed their commitment to ed-
ucation funding in the budget, 
as well as exploring additional 
means of support. 

Concerns also arose from a 
retired teacher regarding the 
need for a permanent cost-of-
living-adjustment (COLA) for 
closed retirement plans. 

“It’s something that I care 
deeply about. I know it’s some-
thing that Sen. Goehner cares 
deeply about, and I know it’s 
something that Rep. Burnett 
is absolutely behind, and it’s 
something we all believe…That 

a promise made should be a 
promise kept,” said Rep. Steele.

Additionally, Rep. Burnett 
discussed his first legislative 
bill proposal, House Bill 1969, 
which would provide financial 
assistance to local law enforce-
ment aviation support units. 
The bill passed the House floor 
and is currently under review 
in the Senate.

“That’s just going to help 
provide some funding for our 
four agencies in Washington 
State, which [are] Snohomish, 
King, Chelan and Spokane, that 
[have] rotary programs primar-
ily for search and rescue,” said 
Rep. Burnett.

Comments and questions can 
be left for the legislators via 
the toll free legislative hotline: 
1-800-562-6000.

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276 
or taylor@ward.media

Legislators
Continued from page A1

NCW Libraries
Continued from page A5

Eastmont District budget update sees 
staff cuts due to reduced enrollment

ANDREW SIMPSON/ 
WARD MEDIA  

At Kenroy Elementary, school 
administrators took visitors 
on a tour to show them the 
state of the nearly 70-year-old 
building before a bond vote.

By Andrew SimpSon
Ward Media Staff Reporter

EAST WENATCHEE –
Interim Eastmont School Dis-
trict Superintendent Spencer 
Taylor is tasked with deliver-
ing difficult news to parents 
and the community.

But a school district’s budget 
is a tightrope even in the most 
affluent communities, and 
all across Washington state 
there’s been an education 
funding crisis for years. Taylor 
notes that the community has 
become accustomed to budget 
shortfalls, but is not attributing 
this one to Eastmont-specific 
policies.

Now, due to reduced enroll-
ment primarily at the two ex-
tremes of the grade spectrum, 
there are unfortunately staff 
reductions in the works. At the 
kindergarten level, reduced 
enrollment can come from a 
number of factors, but is ex-
plained primarily by a decreas-
ing birth rate and the cost of 
housing in this area. At the 
high school level, many stu-
dents are availing themselves 
of the Running Start program 
and find themselves in seats 
at Wenatchee Valley College 
instead of Eastmont.

In fact, the district antici-
pates a three-point-five percent 
reduction in enrollment. That 

looks like it’s going to translate 
to approximately 10% cuts in 
administration, which will bear 
the brunt of the reductions. 
The district anticipates a five 
percent reduction in the budget 
each in both certificated staff 
(those holding teaching certifi-
cates) and classified staff (those 
not required to be certified, like 
custodians and bus drivers).

The reason for the use of 
percentages rather than real 
numbers for expected cuts is 
that much of the “right-sizing,” 
as Taylor calls it, will come 
from restructuring existing 
roles. Where one person may 
have been filling a role as a 
job of its own previously, two 
or more jobs may be consoli-
dated into one in the future. For 

example, Taylor is the Execu-
tive Director of Elementary Ed-
ucation for Eastmont, but was 
named Interim Superintendent 
last December in anticipation 
of former ESD Superintendent 
Becky Berg’s retirement at the 
beginning of this year.

He now holds both roles until 
a new Superintendent is ap-
pointed by the school board.

The district does not believe 
there will be a large disrup-
tion in class sizes, from essen-
tially no change for elementary 
levels to slight variations based 
on department at the second-
ary level.

Many parents have ques-
tioned the prioritization of 
sports and the purchase of a 

bus over keeping staff. The 
district explains that sports 
funding and transportation 
spending come from entirely 
separate funding allocations 
and can’t be redirected to staff-
ing. The district could not, for 
example, forego repairs to a 
district vehicle in order to redi-
rect that money to teacher pay.

Priorities are on the mind 

of the Eastmont Education As-
sociation President, as well. 
Natalie Hoback-Noyd holds a 
dual role herself, as both the 
Positive Behavioral Interven-
tion and Supports Coordinator 
at Kenroy Elementary and the 
EEA union leader.

“Eastmont Education Asso-
ciation members understand 
the District’s challenges, al-
though we do not agree with 
some of the budget items the 
District has chosen to priori-
tize,” Hoback-Noyd said. But 
in addition to being in this for 
the kids, Hoback-Noyd says 
the union wants to preserve 
what they can through collec-
tive bargaining. “Our goal is to 
offer contract concessions to 
save as many jobs as possible,” 
she said.

You can see their current 
contract at this link.

An additional struggle that 
Eastmont faces is the fact that 
the state only funds about 70% 
of school district positions, and 
in practice, actually under-
funds the true costs, accord-
ing to Taylor. The schools are 
forced to make up the shortfall 
with levies and other revenues 
to make sure that educators 

and administrative staff get 
required cost of living adjust-
ments.

“We are keeping the student 
experience at the heart of this,” 
said Taylor. “This is really 
hard. Eastmont has a great 
culture, and we try to do our 
best to support our staff, so our 
staff can support students, and 
any time that you’re not able 
to keep staff, it is really, really 
hard.”

Taylor wants parents and 
community members to know 
one thing first and foremost: 
That all budget decisions are 
being made with students in 
mind, and that all contracts are 
being honored, including the 
contract with the community 
that funds their levy.

“District budgets are in-
credibly complicated, and we 
want to make sure that your 
questions are answered,” said 
Taylor. He added that you can 
contact his office at 509-884-7169 
or taylors@eastmont206.org, or 
you can reach Kayla Brown, the 
executive director of human 
resources at brownk@east-
mont206.org.
Andrew Simpson: 509-433-7626 
or andrew@ward.media

ANDREW SIMPSON/ 
WARD MEDIA  

Although most reductions will 
take place at the kindergarten 
and high school levels, even 
the junior high could see 
repurposed teachers filling 
ro l e s  e l s ew h e re  d u e  t o 
teacher attrition.

ANDREW SIMPSON/ 
WARD MEDIA  

Many high school students 
have joined the Running 
Start program, which puts 
them in Wenatchee Valley 
College and out of Eastmont’s 
enrollment numbers.
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CORRECTIONS: Ward Media LLC shall 
be responsible for corrections to adver-
tisements on the first publication only. 
The advertiser will be responsible for 
the corrections made thereafter. Ward 
Media LLC shall not be responsible for 
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North Central Washington 
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Standards Link: Language Arts: 
Use different genres to locate 

facts and opinions.

Look through today’s 
newspaper for five 

facts. List the facts and 
circle any you think are 
fun to know. Whether 
or not the fact is fun 

would be your opinion.

Fun Facts

Teaspoon
Tablespoon
Cup
¼ cup
Glob
Smidgeon
Dollop

5 + 5 =
4 + 8 =
2 + 2 =
7 + 7 =
3 + 2 =
9 + 6 =
5 + 6 =

8 + 8 =
1 + 2 =
7 + 6 =
1 + 1 =
3 + 4 =
8 + 2 =
3 + 6 =

Quart
Pinch
Dash
Gallon
Morsel
Ounce
Tad

Heroes on the Go is a popular sandwich food truck. Read what each 
customer is saying. Circle the statements that are FACTS in GREEN. 
Circle the OPINIONS in RED.Food Truck Facts

How Much is a Glob?

The size 
of a pea

The size of a 
golf ball

A few 
spoonfuls

About a
handful

Hey, Eli! Want a 
chocolate chip cookie? 

I just made them!

FACTS are pieces of information based 
upon things that can be measured, counted 
or seen by anyone.

OPINIONS describe how someone feels or 
thinks about a thing or event. They can vary 
from person to person.

Ask friends to tell you how big a glob is. 
Color one space for each person’s answer 
to graph the results.

I think they 
make the 
very best 

sandwiches 
in the world! 

They use organic 
veggies on all their 

sandwiches.

The Heroes on the Go 
truck stops at this spot every 

Tuesday and Thursday.

They make a great 
grilled cheese sandwich 

that you’ll love!

The prices at this 
food truck are not 

bad at all!

The owner 
has another 
food truck 

named 
Cool 

Wheels 
that sells 

smoothies.

The chili and soups they 
make are even better than 

the sandwiches!

There’s a Heroes on the Go 
buy one/get one coupon in the 

newspaper each week.
The turkey sandwiches 

are $9.95 each.

Which of the following measurements 
are always the same factual amount? 

Do the math. Ones with even answers 
are facts. Odd answers are opinions.

Cooking with a recipe that 
uses measurements everyone 
understands helps to recreate 
a food dish that tastes similar 

each time it is cooked.

How much salt did
you put in these 

cookies? 

Just a glob 
or two!

Thanks, 
Je�!

Standards Link: Math: Identify 
standard measurements.

Standards Link: Language Arts: Differentiate between fact and opinion.

© 2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 41, No. 17

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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BALL
CHEESE
COOKIE
CUP
FACTS
GLOB
GRAPH
OPINIONS
QUART
RECIPE
SALT
SAME
SANDWICH
TIME
WORLD

Write a paragraph telling 
about something that 

happened in your 
classroom.

Classroom
News

The noun opinion means 
what one thinks or believes 

about something or somebody.

OPINION

Try to use the word opinion 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

In my opinion, broccoli is 
the very best vegetable of 

them all.

This week’s word:

Look at the picture of the ice cream sundae. Write one FACT and 
one OPINION about the picture.

FACT: OPINION:

Standards Link: Language Arts: Use different genres to locate facts and opinions.

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Standards Link: Science: Observation: Identify 
similarities & differences in common objects.

Work with a friend to draw a 
line to connect each pair of 
identical cookies. Can you 

�nd the one unique cookie?

Find one or more ads in the newspaper that 
advertise food or a restaurant or a business that 
sells food. Circle any facts in the ads in green. 
Circle any opinions in the ads in red. Are there 
more facts or opinions?
Standards Link: Language Arts: Identify facts and opinions.

Food Advertisements

ANSWER: Ghoul Scout cookies.
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Growing your own produce 
is an all-around smart practice

A few pops of color 
can help make your 
yard look superb

You can almost 
always fi nd a spot or 
two for extra storage

Growing your own produce Growing your own produce 

7 garden 
growing basics 
for beginners Create inviting 

outdoor 
spaces

Clever storage 
ideas for small 
spaces

Creating a fi re-resistant landscape
Protecting your home from wildfi re

STOCK PHOTO

NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION (NFPA)

This illustration highlights the three critical Home Ignition 
Zones—Immediate (0-5 feet), Intermediate (5-30 feet), and 
Extended (30-100 feet)—which help homeowners reduce 
wildfire risk by managing vegetation, removing flammable 
materials, and creating defensible space. Proper landscaping 
and fire-resistant construction in these zones can significantly 
improve a home's chances of surviving a wildfire.

NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION (NFPA)

Proper tree spacing is a key factor in wildfire defense. This diagram illustrates recommended distances between tree canopies 
within different Home Ignition Zones. In the Intermediate Zone (5-30 feet), trees should be spaced at least 18 feet apart. In the 
Extended Zone (30-60 feet), a minimum of 12 feet between tree canopies is advised, while in the outermost zone (60-100 feet), 
trees should have at least 6 feet of separation. Maintaining these distances helps slow fire spread and reduces the risk of flames 
reaching a home.

For homeowners in 
wildfire-prone areas, strategic 
landscaping can be a critical line 
of defense against encroaching 
flames. By designing an outdoor 
space with fire-resistant 
principles in mind, residents 
can significantly reduce the 
risk of wildfire damage to their 
homes.

Understanding 
defensible space

The concept of defensible 
space, as outlined by the 
National Fire Protection 
Association’s (NFPA) Firewise 
program, divides a property 
into three distinct zones that 
work together to slow or 
stop the spread of wildfire. 
Each zone has specific 
landscaping and maintenance 
recommendations to minimize 
fire hazards.

Immediate zone (0-5 feet): 
your first line of defense

The area closest to your 
home is the most vulnerable 
to flying embers, which are a 
leading cause of home ignitions 
during wildfires. To safeguard 
this space:

• Keep roofs and gutters free
of leaves and debris.

• Choose non-combustible
ground covers such as
gravel, stone, or concrete
rather than flammable

mulch.
• Remove all dried

vegetation, dead plants,
and anything that could
serve as fuel.

• Avoid planting shrubs
or trees that touch your
home’s siding, as they can
ignite and spread flames to
the structure.

• Install metal mesh screens
(1/8-inch or smaller) over
vents to prevent embers
from entering.

Intermediate zone (5-30
feet): reducing fire intensity

This area serves as a buffer 
between your home and the 
surrounding landscape, 
helping to reduce the intensity 
of flames should a fire reach 
your property. Best practices 
include:

• Maintaining a well-
irrigated and trimmed lawn 
with grass no taller than 
four inches.

• Spacing trees at least 10
feet apart to prevent fire
from jumping from one to
another.

• Removing “ladder fuels”—
vegetation that allows fire
to climb from the ground to
treetops.

• Pruning tree branches
6-10 feet from the ground
to prevent flames from
reaching the canopy.

• Using fire-resistant plants
such as lavender, yarrow,
and certain succulents,
which contain less resin
and sap, making them less
likely to ignite.

Extended zone (30-100
feet): slowing the fire’s spread

In this outermost zone, the 
goal is to break up the fire’s 
path and slow its advance 
before it reaches your home. 
Homeowners should:

• Remove dead trees, 
branches, and underbrush.

• Keep at least 12 feet of space 
between tree canopies.

• Stack firewood and other
combustible materials at

least 30 feet from the home.
• Create firebreaks with

gravel paths, driveways, or
low-growing, fire-resistant
vegetation.

Emergency 
preparedness: have a 
plan in place

While creating a defensible 
space around your home greatly 
reduces risk, it’s essential 
to have an emergency plan 
in case evacuation becomes 
necessary. The Firewise 
program recommends:

• Keeping an emergency
supply kit with important 

documents, medications, 
and essentials.

• Establishing multiple 
eva cuation routes and 
practicing them regularly.

• Creating a plan for pets and 
livestock.

• Staying informed with
real-time updates from
local fire officials and
emergency services.

Choosing fire-resistant 
materials

In addition to thoughtful 
landscaping, selecting the 
right construction materials 
for your home and outdoor 
structures can make a 

significant difference in its 
ability to withstand wildfire. 
According to the NFPA, the 
best fire-resistant materials 
include:

• Roofing: Class A fire-
rated materials such as 
metal, clay tiles, concrete 
shingles, or asphalt 
composite shingles.

• Siding: Fiber cement,
stucco, brick, or stone.

• Windows: Dual-pane tem-
pered glass, which is
more resistant to heat and
breaking than single-pane
glass.

• Decking: Fire-resistant
materials such as composite 
decking, concrete, or tile
instead of untreated wood.

Protect your pro per ty, 
protect your community

Wildfires are an increasing 
threat in many regions, but 
proactive homeowners can 
take steps to minimize risk. 
By implementing fire-resistant 
landscaping and construction 
techniques, you not only protect 
your home but also contribute to 
the safety of your neighborhood.

For more information on fire 
preparedness, visit Firewise.
org or contact your local fire 
department for guidance on 
regional best practices.

BY CATHY MORRIS
Chelan PUD Customer Energy 
Solutions

Are you cranking up the 
heat in winter and blasting 
the AC in summer—yet still 
feeling uncomfortable? This 
can be frustrating and lead to 
higher electricity bills.

Spring is the perfect time 
to assess your home’s energy 
usage and make improvements 
that enhance comfort while 
lowering costs for years to 
come.

The best part? It’s easier 
than you think! Chelan PUD’s 
Customer Energy Solutions 
team recommends starting 
with these three key areas: 

1. Air Seal and Insulate
Hot air moves to colder

areas through the path of least 
resistance. If your home isn’t 
properly sealed, conditioned 
air escapes, making your 
heating and cooling system 
work harder—wasting energy 
and money. 

Sealing air leaks and adding 
insulation is one of the easiest 
ways to improve efficiency and 
comfort by slowing down—
and even preventing—the 
conditioned air from escaping 
your home.

• Check for air leaks around
windows, doors, walls,
and ceilings. Use caulk,
weather stripping, or door
sweeps to seal gaps.

• Insulate your attic. Many
Chelan County homes—
especially homes built 
before 1980—do not have
proper attic insulation. Use
a ruler or tape measure in
your attic—look for at least
12 inches of insulation for
better resistance against
heat and cold.

• Seal and insulate first
before upgrading heating
and cooling systems for
maximum savings.

2. Give Your Heating
and Cooling System
Some Attention

With Chelan County’s cold 
winters and hot summers, 

about 50% of an electrically-
heated home’s power bill 
will go toward heating and 
cooling the home. Give your 
heating and cooling system 
some attention and reap the 
year-round benefits.

• Schedule an equipment
service. Make an annual
service appointment to
have a technician check
the charge of refrigerant,
clean compressor coils
and to make sure that it is
running efficiently.

• Check filters. Cleaning or
replacing furnace filters
is an easy way to use
less electricity. A clogged
filter restricts airflow,
making your system work

harder and shortening its 
lifespan.

• Consider upgrading
to a heat pump. Heat
pumps move heat rather
than generate it, making
them a cost-effective,
energy-efficient way to 
comfortably heat and cool 
your home. 

3. Adjust Your
Thermostat Settings

The bigger the difference 
between indoor and outdoor 
temperatures, the more 
energy you use. Small 
thermostat adjustments can 
help reduce waste and lower 
costs. 

• Set it right. Try setting
the thermostat at 68°F
in winter and 78°F in
summer, adjusting
gradually for comfort.

• Lower the temperature
when away. Drop it 2-3°F
with a heat pump or up
to 10°F with a furnace or

baseboard heater when 
you’re out. 

• Use “Auto” mode on a
heat pump to allow it to
switch to auxiliary heating 
only when necessary,
preventing energy waste.

• Upgrade to a smart
thermostat. These devices 
adjust temperatures 
based on your schedule 
to reduce energy waste 
and keep you comfortable. 
Plus, you can control them 
remotely from your phone 
whether you’re relaxing at 
home or on vacation.

Ready to get started? 
Chelan PUD offers cash-back 
rebates to help you make 
energy-saving upgrades. Our 
energy advisors are here 
to guide you through the 
process. 

Visit chelanpud.org/save or 
call Chelan PUD Customer 
Energy Solutions at (509) 661-
8008 for more information.

33 ways to a more comfortable 
and effi  cient home this spring

Simple steps to make your 
home safer from embers and 
radiant heat
• Clean roofs and gutters of

dead leaves, debris, and
pine needles that could
catch embers.

• Replace or repair any loose
or missing shingles or roof
tiles to prevent ember
penetration.

• Reduce embers that could
pass through vents in the
eaves by installing 1/8-inch

metal mesh screening.
• Clean debris from exterior

attic vents and install 1/8-
inch metal mesh screening
to reduce embers.

• Repair or replace damaged
or loose window screens
and any broken windows.

• Screen or box-in areas
below patios and decks with
wire mesh to prevent debris
and combustible materials
from accumulating.

• Move any flammable

material away from wall 
exteriors—mulch, flammable 
plants, leaves and needles, 
firewood piles—anything 
that can burn.

• Remove anything stored
underneath decks or
porches.

For more details, visit Firewise.
org

Source: NFPA, with funding 
from USDA Forest Service

Home Ignition Zone
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Digging?   Make sure to call 811 - Call Before You Dig to mark underground utilities.

Pruning?   Look up and Live! Ladders and electric lines don’t mix.

Increasing the electric load in your home with a new hot tub?   Call Douglas PUD to determine if your current transformer can supply 
your needs.

Installing a generator in case of a winter storm?   Please consult a professional to ensure proper installation and safety to our 
lineworkers. 

Prep your home for winter heating season: Close or cover foundation vents, clean furnace filters, seal ducts, windows and doors to stop 
drafts.

Adding some outdoor lighting?   Consider fixtures that direct the light towards the ground and minimize light trespass into the night sky.

Looking to save time and trees?   Sign up for SmartHub paperless billing and auto pay!

Douglas PUD’s DIY Checklist

More information can be found at douglaspud.org or by calling 509-884-7191

509-888-2903 | 131 S. Apple Blossom Drive #105 | Chelan
www.integrityglasschelan.com

Ask us about PUD Rebates!

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

COMMERCIAL |  CONTRACTOR | RESIDENTIAL

Windows • Doors • Mirrors 
Shower Doors

Railings • Skylights

LIC#INTEGGS935NB
We are the leading provider of Organic Landscaping 

supplies for North Central Washington

– Delivery Available –
From Bridgeport to Leavenworth to Quincy and all areas in between, we have you covered!

www.applebarrelbark.com

NEW PRODUCTS: 
• Organic Fertilizer
• Colored Mulch

• Asphalt Grindings • Beauty Bark
• Landscape & River Rock • Sand
• Gravel • Top Soil • Compost
• Wood Chips • Hog Fuel

509-687-2275 (BARK)
Manson

509-663-3833
Wenatchee

Family Owned – Celebrating over 40 years in business

7 garden growing 
basics for beginners

COURTESY OF UNSPLASH

Family Features

Growing your own produce 
is an all-around smart practice, 
from the money you’ll save 
at the grocery store to the 
contributions you can make 
toward a cleaner planet.

Maintaining a garden takes 
some effort, but it’s a project 
even a beginner can tackle 
with ease. Consider these tips 
to start growing your at-home 
garden:

1. Select a perfect spot.
You’ll want to place your
garden in an area where
you see it often so you’re
reminded to weed and
care for it regularly. Find
a flat area you can access
easily, where erosion and
other pitfalls (including
hungry wildlife) won’t be a
problem.

2. Choose between ground
and containers. There
are pros and cons to
gardening in containers
vs. the ground, and there’s
no universal right choice.
Rather, the best garden
depends on your goals
and preferences. A ground
garden usually offers more
space and may provide a
better growth environment
for roots. However, a
container garden is often

easier to maintain and may 
be all you need if you wish 
to grow just a few plants.

3. Un de rs t a n d  the
importance of quality soil.
You may think any dirt 
will do, but keep in mind 
the soil you plant in will 
be the primary source of 
nutrients for your produce. 
Not only that, but quality 
soil provides stability so 
plants can root firmly and 
grow healthy and sturdy 
to support their bounty. 
Quality soil also allows for 
ample drainage. Organic 
matter like compost, leaf 
mold or aged manure all 
help improve soil quality.

4. Keep water close. 
Lugging water can quickly 
eliminate the pleasure of 
tending your garden, so be 
sure you’re situated near a 
hose. You’ll know it’s time 
to water when the soil is 
dry about an inch below the 
surface.

5. Plan for plenty of sun. A
bright, sunny spot is a must, 
since most vegetables,
herbs and fruits depend
on six or more hours of
sun every day. Remember
the sun’s path changes
throughout the year, and
as trees and foliage grow,
they may produce more

shade with each growing 
season.

6. Consider what you’ll grow. 
Starting with veggies you
know you like is a smart
starting point since you’ll
be pouring sweat equity
into making them grow.
Over time, you might add
new varieties, but early
on, keep your focus on
foods you know you like so
you can see a meaningful
return and avoid waste.
You’ll also need to consider
what you can grow to
maturity within your
area’s growing season. If
necessary, you might want
to start transplants you
can nurture indoors before
moving them outside when
the temperatures allow.

7. Plant according to a
calendar. Knowing how
long it takes different foods
to mature will help you
create a planting calendar.
You don’t want to harvest
everything at once, and if
you stagger planting and
replant what you can, you’ll
have a garden that produces 
food for your family for a
longer period of time.

Find more helpful tips for 
managing your home and 
garden at eLivingtoday.com.

StatePoint

Dethatching your lawn 
has numerous benefits. 
But if you’re not sure what 
dethatching is or how to do it, 
you may be wondering if it’s 
really worth all the effort.

To shed light on dethatching, 
lawn care equipment manu-
fac turer, Exmark is answe-
ring some frequently asked 
questions.

What is Thatch? Thatch is 
a compacted layer of grass 
and plant stems, leaves, roots, 
and other organic debris that 
builds up faster than it can 
decompose. It accumulates 
right below the surface of 
your lawn and right on top 
of the soil, at the base of 
your grasses’ blades. Overly 
thick thatch blocks water and 
fertilizer from reaching the 
grasses’ roots, causing them 
to be trapped and vulnerable 
to heat, drought and stress—
further stunting your lawn’s 
health and growth. However, 
thatch isn’t always a bad 
thing—a layer that’s less than 
a quarter-inch thick is normal 
and isn’t cause for alarm. It 
actually helps reduce soil 
compaction and water loss 
through evaporation, and it 

increases tolerance for cold 
and heat by protecting the 
growing blades.

When Should You Dethatch 
Your Lawn? For warm-season 
grasses, it’s best to dethatch 
in the late spring or early 
summer, and for cool-season 
grasses it’s best to do it in early 
spring or fall. But before you 
start dethatching, mow your 
lawn to half its normal height to 
avoid tearing up any live grass 
in the process. Then, take out 
your rake or dethatcher and 
remove the thatch.

How Do You Dethatch? 
The process of dethatching is 
simple. You can purchase a 
specialized rake, but in a pinch, 
a regular rake will do. You 
can also rent a dethatcher to 
make the job even easier. Your 
lawn might look a bit ragged 
afterwards, so you’ll need to 
go over it again—this time just 
barely skimming the top of 
your lawn to remove all the 
loose debris that you just dug 
up. But before you start, call 
up your local utility company 
and have them mark any 
buried lines to avoid unwanted 
surprises.

What are the Benefits of 
Dethatching Your Lawn? 
The time and effort that it 

takes to remove thatch pays 
huge dividends. Primarily, it 
exposes your soil to warmth 
and sunlight, helping carbon 
dioxide and key nutrients reach 
your grasses’ roots, resulting 
in deeper growth. It also 
encourages the effectiveness of 
fertilizers and reduces water 
pooling on the surface of your 
yard by facilitating drainage. 
And, it helps fight back against 
invasive weeds that thrive in 
conditions created by a heavy 
thatch layer. Best of all, it 
promotes an overall healthier, 
greener lawn.

For more insights, watch 
“The Benefits of Dethatching,” 
an episode of “Backyard Smart,” 
an original series from lawn 
care equipment manufacturer, 
Exmark. To watch the video, 
visit Backyard Life, which is 
part of a unique multimedia 
destination with a focus on 
helping homeowners improve 
their outdoor living spaces. 
There you can also download 
additional tips and view other 
Exmark Original Series videos.

Now that you have the 
lowdown on dethatching, it’s 
time to get outside and free up 
your soil. Your lawn will thank 
you later.

STOCK PHOTO

Dethatching can be performed with a manual or powered rake, or a rotary broom.

The 
benefi ts of 

dethatching 
your yard
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Digging?   Make sure to call 811 - Call Before You Dig to mark underground utilities.

Pruning?   Look up and Live! Ladders and electric lines don’t mix.

Increasing the electric load in your home with a new hot tub?   Call Douglas PUD to determine if your current transformer can supply 
your needs.

Installing a generator in case of a winter storm?   Please consult a professional to ensure proper installation and safety to our 
lineworkers. 

Prep your home for winter heating season: Close or cover foundation vents, clean furnace filters, seal ducts, windows and doors to stop 
drafts.

Adding some outdoor lighting?   Consider fixtures that direct the light towards the ground and minimize light trespass into the night sky.

Looking to save time and trees?   Sign up for SmartHub paperless billing and auto pay!

Douglas PUD’s DIY Checklist

More information can be found at douglaspud.org or by calling 509-884-7191

509-888-2903 | 131 S. Apple Blossom Drive #105 | Chelan
www.integrityglasschelan.com
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• Colored Mulch

• Asphalt Grindings • Beauty Bark
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• Wood Chips • Hog Fuel
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509-663-3833
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Growing your own produce 
is an all-around smart practice, 
from the money you’ll save 
at the grocery store to the 
contributions you can make 
toward a cleaner planet.

Maintaining a garden takes 
some effort, but it’s a project 
even a beginner can tackle 
with ease. Consider these tips 
to start growing your at-home 
garden:

1. Select a perfect spot.
You’ll want to place your
garden in an area where
you see it often so you’re
reminded to weed and
care for it regularly. Find
a flat area you can access
easily, where erosion and
other pitfalls (including
hungry wildlife) won’t be a
problem.

2. Choose between ground
and containers. There
are pros and cons to
gardening in containers
vs. the ground, and there’s
no universal right choice.
Rather, the best garden
depends on your goals
and preferences. A ground
garden usually offers more
space and may provide a
better growth environment
for roots. However, a
container garden is often

easier to maintain and may 
be all you need if you wish 
to grow just a few plants.

3. Un de rs t a n d  the
importance of quality soil.
You may think any dirt 
will do, but keep in mind 
the soil you plant in will 
be the primary source of 
nutrients for your produce. 
Not only that, but quality 
soil provides stability so 
plants can root firmly and 
grow healthy and sturdy 
to support their bounty. 
Quality soil also allows for 
ample drainage. Organic 
matter like compost, leaf 
mold or aged manure all 
help improve soil quality.

4. Keep water close. 
Lugging water can quickly 
eliminate the pleasure of 
tending your garden, so be 
sure you’re situated near a 
hose. You’ll know it’s time 
to water when the soil is 
dry about an inch below the 
surface.

5. Plan for plenty of sun. A
bright, sunny spot is a must, 
since most vegetables,
herbs and fruits depend
on six or more hours of
sun every day. Remember
the sun’s path changes
throughout the year, and
as trees and foliage grow,
they may produce more

shade with each growing 
season.

6. Consider what you’ll grow. 
Starting with veggies you
know you like is a smart
starting point since you’ll
be pouring sweat equity
into making them grow.
Over time, you might add
new varieties, but early
on, keep your focus on
foods you know you like so
you can see a meaningful
return and avoid waste.
You’ll also need to consider
what you can grow to
maturity within your
area’s growing season. If
necessary, you might want
to start transplants you
can nurture indoors before
moving them outside when
the temperatures allow.

7. Plant according to a
calendar. Knowing how
long it takes different foods
to mature will help you
create a planting calendar.
You don’t want to harvest
everything at once, and if
you stagger planting and
replant what you can, you’ll
have a garden that produces 
food for your family for a
longer period of time.

Find more helpful tips for 
managing your home and 
garden at eLivingtoday.com.

StatePoint

Dethatching your lawn 
has numerous benefits. 
But if you’re not sure what 
dethatching is or how to do it, 
you may be wondering if it’s 
really worth all the effort.

To shed light on dethatching, 
lawn care equipment manu-
fac turer, Exmark is answe-
ring some frequently asked 
questions.

What is Thatch? Thatch is 
a compacted layer of grass 
and plant stems, leaves, roots, 
and other organic debris that 
builds up faster than it can 
decompose. It accumulates 
right below the surface of 
your lawn and right on top 
of the soil, at the base of 
your grasses’ blades. Overly 
thick thatch blocks water and 
fertilizer from reaching the 
grasses’ roots, causing them 
to be trapped and vulnerable 
to heat, drought and stress—
further stunting your lawn’s 
health and growth. However, 
thatch isn’t always a bad 
thing—a layer that’s less than 
a quarter-inch thick is normal 
and isn’t cause for alarm. It 
actually helps reduce soil 
compaction and water loss 
through evaporation, and it 

increases tolerance for cold 
and heat by protecting the 
growing blades.

When Should You Dethatch 
Your Lawn? For warm-season 
grasses, it’s best to dethatch 
in the late spring or early 
summer, and for cool-season 
grasses it’s best to do it in early 
spring or fall. But before you 
start dethatching, mow your 
lawn to half its normal height to 
avoid tearing up any live grass 
in the process. Then, take out 
your rake or dethatcher and 
remove the thatch.

How Do You Dethatch? 
The process of dethatching is 
simple. You can purchase a 
specialized rake, but in a pinch, 
a regular rake will do. You 
can also rent a dethatcher to 
make the job even easier. Your 
lawn might look a bit ragged 
afterwards, so you’ll need to 
go over it again—this time just 
barely skimming the top of 
your lawn to remove all the 
loose debris that you just dug 
up. But before you start, call 
up your local utility company 
and have them mark any 
buried lines to avoid unwanted 
surprises.

What are the Benefits of 
Dethatching Your Lawn? 
The time and effort that it 

takes to remove thatch pays 
huge dividends. Primarily, it 
exposes your soil to warmth 
and sunlight, helping carbon 
dioxide and key nutrients reach 
your grasses’ roots, resulting 
in deeper growth. It also 
encourages the effectiveness of 
fertilizers and reduces water 
pooling on the surface of your 
yard by facilitating drainage. 
And, it helps fight back against 
invasive weeds that thrive in 
conditions created by a heavy 
thatch layer. Best of all, it 
promotes an overall healthier, 
greener lawn.

For more insights, watch 
“The Benefits of Dethatching,” 
an episode of “Backyard Smart,” 
an original series from lawn 
care equipment manufacturer, 
Exmark. To watch the video, 
visit Backyard Life, which is 
part of a unique multimedia 
destination with a focus on 
helping homeowners improve 
their outdoor living spaces. 
There you can also download 
additional tips and view other 
Exmark Original Series videos.

Now that you have the 
lowdown on dethatching, it’s 
time to get outside and free up 
your soil. Your lawn will thank 
you later.
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Dethatching can be performed with a manual or powered rake, or a rotary broom.

The 
benefi ts of 

dethatching 
your yard
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Delivery & Set Up Available • Financing Available

Stop by and visit us today!

&

332 E. Main Ave, Brewster, WA
509-689-2131 • websterfurniture.com

208 E. Woodin Avenue • Chelan
509-436-8321 • www.elevate.homes
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There are countless 
ways you can make your 
environmental contributions 
felt. If you’d like to join 
millions of others in the fight 
for Mother Earth, consider one 
of the most popular gifts given 
back to the world each year: 
planting a tree.

Consider these tips to 
properly plant a tree in your 
own yard.

Choose the Right Tree 
and Location

Depending on where you 
live and your desired outcome, 
choosing the right tree and 
planting location are critical 
factors. Larger shade trees help 
cool homes in warmer climates, 
evergreens provide privacy 
and fruit trees offer a grocery 
store right in your backyard. 
Consider your available space 
along with conditions that will 
impact the tree itself, such as 

soil conditions, sun exposure, 
drainage and more.

Dig Safely
Before digging, remember 

that proper tree placement 
requires factoring in 
underground utility lines, 
overhead power lines and 
proximity to sidewalks, 
driveways and homes. Dial 
811, the national call-before-
you-dig number, to locate 
underground utilities and 
consider contacting an arborist 
or tree care professional to 
make sure you’ve weighed all 
the important factors.

Break Ground
Dig a hole that’s roughly 

2-3 times wider than the root
ball of your tree and equally
as deep as the root ball. Be
sure the trunk flare (where
the trunk expands at the
base of the tree) is partially
visible when planted. Remove
any wrapping or cover from

the root ball and trunk. Lift 
from the root ball, not the 
trunk, to place in the hole 
then straighten vertically and 
firmly backfill soil around the 
root ball to stabilize.

Add Mulch
Mulching helps maintain 

moisture and improve soil 
conditions while controlling 
weed growth. Place a 2-3-inch 
layer in a 3-foot radius around 
the base of the tree without 
touching the trunk itself.

Keep Soil Moist
Make sure your tree has 

enough water to grow strong 
by keeping the soil moist. 
Typically, this means watering 
just once per week, barring 
rain, but may require more 
frequency during especially 
hot weather.

Find more tips for giving 
back to Mother Earth at 
eLivingtoday.com.
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A clean grill can enhance 
the flavor of your food, making 
regular grill maintenance an 
essential part of your outdoor 
cooking routine.

Grills, especially those 
exposed to the elements, can 
accumulate dirt, rust and 
food residue that can affect 
performance and safety. Plus, 
residual char and grease can 
impart unwanted flavors and 
even lead to flare-ups.

Once you’ve gathered the 
right tools – a sturdy grill 
brush with stainless steel 
bristles, a scraper, a bucket of 
soapy water, microfiber cloths 
and grill cleaner or degreaser – 
consult this step-by-step guide 
to keep your grill in pristine 
condition, ensuring delicious 

meals every time.
1. Preheat the grill for 15

minutes to loosen any 
stuck-on residue then turn 
it off and let it cool slightly.

2. Ensure the gas supply is
turned off before cleaning.

3. Remove the grates and
scrub them thoroughly
with a grill brush and
warm, soapy water. Rinse
and let dry.

4. Clean burners by wiping
them with a damp cloth.

5. Scrape the inside of the
grill to remove any debris
and use a vacuum to collect
loose dirt and ash.

6. Wipe down the exterior of
the grill with a microfiber
cloth and grill cleaner.

7. Reassemble the grill once
all parts are dry and give it
a final wipe down.

In between deep cleanings, 
remember to clean your grill 
grates immediately after 
cooking while they are still 
warm to remove food particles 
and grease. Find more tips 
for the grill and beyond at 
eLivingtoday.com.

Family Features

Most homeowners strive for 
beautiful yards, but neglecting 
a key component of lawn 
maintenance – the lawn mower 
itself – can lead to issues not 
only with your lawn but with 
the machine as well.

A well-maintained mower 
provides a cleaner cut, which 
promotes healthier grass 
growth. Neglecting regular 
maintenance can result in 
uneven cuts, scalping and other 
issues that can damage your 
lawn. Regular maintenance 
also ensures your mower 
operates at peak efficiency, 
which can extend the lifespan 
of your mower, saving you 

money in the long run by 
preventing costly repairs or 
the need for a new machine.

To unlock the full potential of 
your lawn mower, clean it after 
each use to prevent buildup of 
grass clippings and debris, and 
store it in a dry, sheltered place 
between uses. Additionally, 
regular maintenance including 
checking the oil level, inspec-
ting the air filter and ensuring 
the blades are sharp can 
prevent larger issues and keep 
your mower running smoothly.

1. Change the Oil: Drain the
old oil from your mower
and refill it with fresh,
high-quality engine oil.

2. Replace the Air Filter: A
clogged air filter can reduce 

Pro tips for maintaining your lawn mower

A how-to guide for deep cleaning your grill

your mower’s efficiency. 
Replace it with a new one 
to ensure optimal air flow 
to the engine.

3. Change the Spark Plug:
Remove the old spark plug
using a spark plug wrench
and replace it with a new
one. This ensures reliable
ignition and efficient fuel
combustion.

4. Sharpen the Blades:
Remove the blades and
sharpen them using a
file or a sharpening tool.
Reattach them securely
before mowing.

5. Clean the Deck: Grass
clippings and debris can 
accumulate under the 
deck. Clean it thoroughly 
to prevent rust and ensure 
smooth operation.

6. Inspect the Belts and
Cables: Check for any signs
of wear or damage. Replace
any worn or frayed belts
and cables to avoid future
breakdowns.

Visit eLivingtoday.com to 
find more advice to keep your 
lawn and garden equipment in 
pristine condition.

Make a positive 
impact by 
planting a tree

Make a positive 
impact by 
planting a tree

COURTESY OF SHUTTERSTOCK
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Prevent leaks and water 
damage this winter.
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All Types of Roofs
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With all the beauty Mother 
Nature has to offer, a few 
pops of color or other simple 
embellishments can help make 
your yard look superb from 
the curb.

Whether you’re looking 
to enhance your front yard, 
backyard, porch or patio 
space, consider these easy and 
affordable ways to spruce up 
your outdoor oasis:

Add Mirrors
Just as they do indoors, 

mirrors can open up small 
patio spaces and make areas 
feel larger. Use mirrors made 
with resin or other waterproof 
materials so they won’t be 
compromised when exposed to 
the elements.

Make Bold Statements
Plant your favorite flowers 

in a giant, bright red or yellow 
pot or hang a bright colored 
swing from a tree. Just a 

little dab of color can make 
a statement and brighten the 
whole space.

Hang It Up
Place hanging baskets 

around the porch to bring 
punches of color to your 
outdoor sanctuary. With the 
freedom to pick and choose 
your favorite plants and 
flowers, these baskets have 
the added benefit of easy 
maintenance.

Tie Up a Hammock
Make a relaxing retreat in the 

comfort of your own yard by 
hanging a hammock from trees 
or between posts on your deck.

Consider Time When 
Planting

If you wish to add color to 
your landscape, consider the 
time of day you normally spend 
in your outdoor space. Early 
risers may appreciate vibrantly 
colored foliage that perks with 
the morning sun. Those who 

spend time outdoors in the 
evening hours can incorporate 
white or lightly colored plants 
that take on a silvery sheen in 
the moonlight.

Add a Birdbath
These garden favorites 

come in a variety of styles and 
colors to fit your unique tastes 
and budget. Birds of all kinds 
can find an oasis in their new 
bath and provide you with a 
beautiful view.

Throw Some Pillows
Outdoor pillows are 

often available in the same 
fun designs of their indoor 
counterparts. Add some 
throw pillows to your outdoor 
furniture for a chic yet 
comfortable update.

These subtle changes can help 
beautify your outdoor spaces 
and cause onlookers to do a 
double-take – for the right 
reasons. Find more ideas at 
eLivingtoday.com.
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A firepit can serve as a 
warm and inviting backyard 
retreat, perfect for roasting 
marshmallows for s’mores or 
stargazing while wrapped in 
cozy blankets. Before you can 
share time around the firepit 
with loved ones, however, 
consider these tips to elevate 
your outdoor space.

Gathering Materials 
and Tools

Essential materials include 
bricks, stones or metal parts 
for the structure, as well as 
gravel or sand for the base. 
Fireproof materials are a must 
to ensure safety and longevity. 
You’ll also need tools such 
as a shovel for digging the 
base, a level to ensure even 
construction and adhesive or 
mortar for binding materials 
together. Depending on your 
design, you may require a 
metal fire ring, grill grate or 
mesh cover.

Choosing the Right 
Design

When it comes to building 
a DIY firepit, the design you 
choose can significantly 
impact the aesthetics and 
functionality. From classic 
stone pits to modern metal 
designs, the options are nearly 
endless. Think about the size 
and shape as well. Circular 
designs are traditional and 
encourage conversation while 
square or rectangular pits offer 
a more contemporary look.

Keeping Safety in Mind
Safety should be your top 

priority when building and 
using a backyard firepit. 
Always place your firepit at 
least 10 feet away from any 
structures, trees or flammable 
materials. Make sure the area 
is clear of dry leaves and other 
debris that could catch fire. 
Consider installing a spark 
screen to prevent embers 
from escaping and always 

keep a bucket of water or fire 
extinguisher nearby.

Enhancing Ambiance 
with Seating and 
Lighting

Creating a cozy atmosphere 
around your firepit involves 
more than just the fire 
itself. Comfortable seating 
is essential for making your 
outdoor space inviting. 
Choose weather-resistant 
chairs, benches or DIY log 
stools arranged in a circle to 
foster conversation. Ambient 
lighting from string lights, 
lanterns or solar-powered 
path lights can elevate 
the mood and extend the 
usability of your firepit into 
the evening. Consider adding 
citronella candles or torches 
to keep insects at bay while 
enhancing the ambiance.

Visit eLivingtoday.com to find 
more ideas to enhance your 
living spaces.

Create beautiful, 
inviting outdoor spaces

Create a cozy outdoor space with a backyard fi repit
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With all the beauty Mother 
Nature has to offer, a few 
pops of color or other simple 
embellishments can help make 
your yard look superb from 
the curb.

Whether you’re looking 
to enhance your front yard, 
backyard, porch or patio 
space, consider these easy and 
affordable ways to spruce up 
your outdoor oasis:

Add Mirrors
Just as they do indoors, 

mirrors can open up small 
patio spaces and make areas 
feel larger. Use mirrors made 
with resin or other waterproof 
materials so they won’t be 
compromised when exposed to 
the elements.

Make Bold Statements
Plant your favorite flowers 

in a giant, bright red or yellow 
pot or hang a bright colored 
swing from a tree. Just a 

little dab of color can make 
a statement and brighten the 
whole space.

Hang It Up
Place hanging baskets 

around the porch to bring 
punches of color to your 
outdoor sanctuary. With the 
freedom to pick and choose 
your favorite plants and 
flowers, these baskets have 
the added benefit of easy 
maintenance.

Tie Up a Hammock
Make a relaxing retreat in the 

comfort of your own yard by 
hanging a hammock from trees 
or between posts on your deck.

Consider Time When 
Planting

If you wish to add color to 
your landscape, consider the 
time of day you normally spend 
in your outdoor space. Early 
risers may appreciate vibrantly 
colored foliage that perks with 
the morning sun. Those who 

spend time outdoors in the 
evening hours can incorporate 
white or lightly colored plants 
that take on a silvery sheen in 
the moonlight.

Add a Birdbath
These garden favorites 

come in a variety of styles and 
colors to fit your unique tastes 
and budget. Birds of all kinds 
can find an oasis in their new 
bath and provide you with a 
beautiful view.

Throw Some Pillows
Outdoor pillows are 

often available in the same 
fun designs of their indoor 
counterparts. Add some 
throw pillows to your outdoor 
furniture for a chic yet 
comfortable update.

These subtle changes can help 
beautify your outdoor spaces 
and cause onlookers to do a 
double-take – for the right 
reasons. Find more ideas at 
eLivingtoday.com.
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A firepit can serve as a 
warm and inviting backyard 
retreat, perfect for roasting 
marshmallows for s’mores or 
stargazing while wrapped in 
cozy blankets. Before you can 
share time around the firepit 
with loved ones, however, 
consider these tips to elevate 
your outdoor space.

Gathering Materials 
and Tools

Essential materials include 
bricks, stones or metal parts 
for the structure, as well as 
gravel or sand for the base. 
Fireproof materials are a must 
to ensure safety and longevity. 
You’ll also need tools such 
as a shovel for digging the 
base, a level to ensure even 
construction and adhesive or 
mortar for binding materials 
together. Depending on your 
design, you may require a 
metal fire ring, grill grate or 
mesh cover.

Choosing the Right 
Design

When it comes to building 
a DIY firepit, the design you 
choose can significantly 
impact the aesthetics and 
functionality. From classic 
stone pits to modern metal 
designs, the options are nearly 
endless. Think about the size 
and shape as well. Circular 
designs are traditional and 
encourage conversation while 
square or rectangular pits offer 
a more contemporary look.

Keeping Safety in Mind
Safety should be your top 

priority when building and 
using a backyard firepit. 
Always place your firepit at 
least 10 feet away from any 
structures, trees or flammable 
materials. Make sure the area 
is clear of dry leaves and other 
debris that could catch fire. 
Consider installing a spark 
screen to prevent embers 
from escaping and always 

keep a bucket of water or fire 
extinguisher nearby.

Enhancing Ambiance 
with Seating and 
Lighting

Creating a cozy atmosphere 
around your firepit involves 
more than just the fire 
itself. Comfortable seating 
is essential for making your 
outdoor space inviting. 
Choose weather-resistant 
chairs, benches or DIY log 
stools arranged in a circle to 
foster conversation. Ambient 
lighting from string lights, 
lanterns or solar-powered 
path lights can elevate 
the mood and extend the 
usability of your firepit into 
the evening. Consider adding 
citronella candles or torches 
to keep insects at bay while 
enhancing the ambiance.

Visit eLivingtoday.com to find 
more ideas to enhance your 
living spaces.

Create beautiful, 
inviting outdoor spaces

Create a cozy outdoor space with a backyard fi repit
HOMESpring

BACKFEED: Never plug a generator into an electrical
outlet- this could cause backfeed, which sends
electricity from the generator, through the home’s
wiring, out through the electric meter and energizes
the power lines. Backfeed can injure or kill a utility
worker repairing a power line.

TRANSFER SWITCH: When operating a generator,
connecting appliances that are hard-wired to the
house’s wiring system requires the use of a transfer
switch. The switch will mechanically disconnect the
household’s circuit from the utility’s power grid.
A transfer switch MUST be used to avoid
backfeed into the utility’s power grid and is
required by electric code.

INSTALLATION: Electric code requires that a
licensed electrician install stationary generators
that are permanently wired to the household’s
electrical system. The owner of the generator must
acquire an electrical permit, and the unit must be
inspected.
Please contact WA State L&I for an inspection:
509-886-6500

Okanogan County PUD: 800-922-7011
www.okanoganpud.org

Before you purchase, install
and use a generator during
a power outage, check for
these safety issues:

BACKFEED: Never plug a generator into an electrical
outlet- this could cause backfeed, which sends
electricity from the generator, through the home’s
wiring, out through the electric meter and energizes
the power lines. Backfeed can injure or kill a utility
worker repairing a power line.

TRARAR NSFER SWITCH: When operating a generator,
connecting appliances that are hard-wired to the
house’s wiring system requires the use of a transfer
switch. The switch will mechanically disconnect the
household’s circuit from the utility’s power grid.
A transfer switch MUST be used to avoid
backfeed into the utility’s power grid and is
required by electric code.

INSTALLATION: Electric code requires that a
licensed electrician install stationary generators
that are permanently wired to the household’s
electrical system. The owner of the generator must
acquire an electrical permit, and the unit must be
inspected.
Please contact WA State L&I for an inspection:
509-886-6500

COURTESY OF UNSPLASH

Family Features

Your home’s first big 
impression is its curb appeal, 
so if your place is in need 
of some sprucing up, you 
may wonder how you can 
make some updates without 
breaking the bank.

These 10 ideas are easy on 
budgets, but they can also 
make a big impact on your 
home’s exterior image.
1. Paint your front door. As

long as your front door is
in good condition, there’s
no need to replace it
completely. A fresh coat of
paint can instantly update
your home’s facade. Go
bold or stick with a classic
hue – it’s all up to you.

2. Dress up the windows.
Add character and charm
by enhancing your front
windows. You might add
wooden shutters, window
box planters or both. Also
look at the trim around the
windows. If it’s chipped and 
peeling, adding a fresh coat
of paint doesn’t just look
nice, it can protect your
windows from damage, too.

3. Clean up flower beds. An
unkempt flower bed can
drag down an otherwise
stunning home. Keep
beds tidy and vegetation
trimmed, even during the

offseason. Watch for weeds 
and replenish mulch or rock 
ground cover as needed 
to keep the beds looking 
healthy and inviting.

4. Install new lighting.
Replacing outdated light
fixtures can give your
exterior an instant upgrade. 
There’s no right or wrong
style; just choose a color
and look that matches the
rest of your design.

5. Replace worn welcome
mats. A cheerful mat at
your front door can be an
inviting sight for visitors,
but those mats inevitably
wear with time, and what
was once bright and
charming becomes dingy
and dull. A new mat can
help bring back that cheery
entry you once cherished.

6. Pressure wash the drive
and walk. Over time,
driveways and sidewalks
collect an incredible amount 
of grime. Pressure washing
not only eliminates the
filth, but the clean surfaces
also add to your home’s
visual appeal.

7. Add new vegetation.
Landscaping is a relatively
inexpensive way to
introduce more personality
to a yard. Aim for a mix of
pretty and practical, such
as some low flowering

bushes and some trees or 
bushes that offer privacy 
and shade.

8. Keep up with basic 
maintenance. When your
home is in poor repair, it
shows. Pay attention to
bent or rusting gutters,
imperfections in the roof
and other maintenance
matters that aren’t just
aesthetic; left unrepaired,
they can also result in
major damage.

9. Pay attention to details.
Functional items like
the mailbox might not
seem like much of a
design element, but these
small details can be a big
distraction if they’re not in
good condition. Update or
replace as needed to keep
your aesthetic in sync.

10. Add seasonal decor.
There’s no need to go all
out for every occasion, but
some timely decorations
that celebrate the holiday
or season can make your
entry fun and festive.
Coordinate wreaths, 
planters, signs and other 
accent pieces for a cohesive 
look that says, “come on 
in.”

Find more affordable ideas 
for upgrading your home and 
garden at eLivingtoday.com.
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When choosing doors for 
your home, remember that 
careful selections can improve 
not only your home’s beauty 
and value, but also your 
quality of life. Here are a few 
door types to consider, along 
with their benefits:

Elevate with exterior 
French doors: French doors 
double the design impact, and 
elevate the front entryway 
and curb appeal of any home. 
Manufacturers like ProVia 
offer customizations on every 
element of French doors so 
you can make a truly unique 
statement. Start by choosing 
from various styles, materials 
and finishes. Then, consider 
the addition of sidelites, 
transoms and decorative or 
privacy glass. Given how many 

factors you have control over, 
it’s helpful to use a design 
tool to configure the door of 
your dreams. Visit provia.com/
design-center to get started. 
Rest assured, no matter what 
your end results look like, 
there are a few factors you 
won’t have to worry about with 
ProVia doors: durability and 
energy efficiency. Virtually 
every possible combination 
of door style, glass, sidelite 
and transom is built to last a 
lifetime and is ENERGY STAR 
certified.

Protect with storm doors: 
Storm doors provide doors 
and homes with an extra 
layer of protection from 
moisture, heat, wind, rain 
and other elements. Everyone 
has different requirements 
though. Fortunately, storm 
doors can be individually 

customized to meet your 
practical and aesthetic needs. 
Depending on where you live, 
factors like the thickness and 
construction of the storm door 
can make a big difference in its 
performance. You’ll also want 
to investigate your glass and 
screen options for added fresh 
air circulation in your home. 
While storm doors are often 
thought about more in terms 
of their functionality, it’s 
important to keep in mind that 
varying hardware options, 
styles and paint finishes allow 
you to seamlessly blend yours 
in with the aesthetic of your 
home.

Bring the outside in with 
sliding glass patio doors: Want 
to bathe your home interiors 
with light and the beauty of 
your natural surroundings? 
One of the most effective, low-
maintenance ways to do just 
that is with vinyl sliding glass 
patio doors. Those from ProVia 
are tested against the most 
stringent industry standards 
for air and water infiltration, 
wind load resistance, ease 
of operation and more. This 
means you’ll have lower 
heating and cooling costs and 
increased comfort all while 
offering your household full, 
unparalleled views of your 
outdoor spaces. Customization 
options, such as the materials 
and colors of the interior frame 
and the type of glass you 
choose, can help you tailor the 
look and functionality of your 
sliding glass doors.

For more design tips, visit 
provia.com. For a true return 
on your home improvement 
project, consider how a door 
replacement can elevate your 
home’s style while protecting it 
from the elements.

Door design tips to 
enhance tour home’s 
beauty and value

Cashmere Valley Record  2025
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Budget-friendly ideas 
to boost curb appeal
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Call us today!  509-731-3624  NorthwestSwag.com

Your 
Brand

Their 
HandsMake your brand 

a part of their 
everyday life 
with premium 
promotional 
products.

Let’s create 
something 
memorable.  
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No matter how cramped and 
cluttered your living space 
may be, you can almost always 
find a spot or two for extra 
storage. It’s often just a matter 
of getting creative and utilizing 
a few clever solutions.

Consider these simple ideas 
to create some extra space in 
oft-used rooms:  

Kitchen
• Metal rods with hanging

hooks can create storage
space on your blank walls.
Use them to hang coffee
cups, cooking utensils, dish
towels or pots and pans.

• Magnetic strips mounted
on the wall or the inside
of a cabinet door can be a
simple way to hang knives
and free up counter space
normally taken up by a
knife block.

• If your countertop is
cluttered with small
spice containers and oil
bottles, elevate them with
a decorative cake stand.
Place small jars below and

top with pretty decanters 
and additional spices.

• If you’re using prime
cabinet space for items you
only use once a year, such
as holiday cake pans or a
big serving bowl you pull
out for parties, consider
storing them in the attic or
a closet instead.

Bathroom
• Instead of hanging just one

towel bar on the back of
the bathroom door, hang
multiple to maximize your
drying space.

• Most modern cabinetry
has adjustable shelving.
If you haven’t customized
the heights of your
shelving to accommodate
different sized bottles and
containers, give it a try.

• A three-tiered fruit basket
might seem perfect for
the kitchen, but it’s also
a handy way to store
bathroom essentials right
beside the sink.

• Flour and sugar canisters
can also be repurposed
in the bathroom to keep

makeup, toiletries, cleaning 
supplies and soaps 
contained. Make sure to 
buy bins that stack easily.

Bedroom
• Nix those nightstands and

hang small shelves on either 
side of the bed. This cuts
down on the clutter you can
keep and makes cleaning
underneath a breeze.

• Rolling bins that fit under
the bed are perfect for
storing linens, out-of-season 
clothing and children’s toys. 
They’re also the perfect
way to slide building block
projects out of sight without 
destroying your child’s
latest masterpiece.

• Closets with a single
hanging rod are one of
the biggest space-wasters
in the bedroom. Double
their storage capacity by
hanging a second rod or
shelf below shorter jackets
and shirts.

Find more ideas to maximize 
your space at eLivingtoday.
com.
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If you’re among those 
looking for ways to clean your 
home while also going green, it 
may be easier than you think.

Consider these easy and 
affordable solutions to help 
you live more environmentally 
friendly. You may be surprised 
to find you already have many 
of these household products 
on hand.

Baking soda: A natural, safe, 
effective and gentle solution, 
baking soda can serve multiple 
home cleaning needs. Make 
a paste of three parts baking 
soda to one part water. Rub 
onto silver with a clean cloth 
or sponge. Rinse thoroughly 
and dry for shining serving or 
decor pieces. Additionally, you 

can sprinkle baking soda on 
upholstery and carpet to get 
rid of odors.

Vinegar: With the acidity to 
help get rid of dirt and grime 
around the home, vinegar 
can be used to clean cloudy 
glassware. Simply soak paper 
towels or a cloth in full-strength 
white distilled vinegar and 
wrap around both the inside 
and outside of the glass. Let sit 
before rinsing clean. To remove 
lime deposits on your tea kettle, 
add 1/2 cup distilled white 
vinegar to the water and let it sit 
overnight. In the morning, boil 
the vinegar for a few minutes 
then rinse with water.

Lemons: With a fresh, 
natural smell, lemons have the 
acidity to remove soap scum, 
clean and shine brass and 

remove hard water deposits. 
Just spray some lemon juice 
on tile surfaces to remove soap 
scum or hard water deposits. 
Squeeze lemon juice on a cloth 
and use to polish brass around 
the home.

Houseplants: Plants serve 
as natural air purifiers. African 
violets and ferns are beautiful 
ways to help clear the air.

Other easy, green ideas 
for keeping your home clean 
include opening windows 
and doors while you clean to 
improve air quality and taking 
off your shoes when you come 
inside, which can help avoid 
tracking dust, dirt, pollen and 
more throughout the house.

Visit eLivingtoday.com for 
more eco-friendly advice.
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Go green with home cleaners

LAKE CHELAN
LIGHTING CENTER

BOB’S
ELECTRIC

Lighting Sales, Design, 
Fixture Repair & Installation
Services throughout NCW
509-687-6101

Residential
Low Voltage 

Sound Systems 
509-687-5060

917 E. WOODIN AVE. • CHELAN 917 E. WOODIN AVE. • CHELAN 

Clever 
storage ideas 
for small 
spaces
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HOMESpring

Your Trusted Fireplace & Stove 
Experts, Now O� ering More!

We’ve been your go-to source for fi replaces 
and stoves for years, and now we’re expanding 

our services to meet all your home needs.

Electrical Services

• Expert Repairs & Service
• Whole home Generators (sales & install)
• Essential Generator Plugs

HVAC Services
• Unit Swap-Outs – PUD rebates avlb.
• Ductless / Mini-Splits

(sales and install)

Fireplaces • Stoves • Inserts • Log sets • Outdoor Fire Pits
 Premium BBQ Grills • Electrical Services • HVAC Services

1205 Walnut St, Wenatchee WA  98801 | O�  ce: (509) 885-9034
Steve@TheFireplaceGuy.net | www.TheFireplaceGuy.net

New Services We O� er:

Experience top-quality service from a trusted name. Whether it’s heating, 
electrical, or HVAC, we’re here to keep your home running smoothly. 

Family Features

Gardening can be a simple 
way to beautify your yard, 
relieve stress and save money 
on your grocery bill, but like 
any hobby, you can get carried 
away buying necessary 
equipment.

Fun, frugal and 
environmentally friendly, 
these tricks can help you 
create a cost-effective garden:

• Use a yardstick and
permanent marker to
mark inches and feet on
the handle of your rake,
shovel or hoe. The next
time you plant, simply lay
the marked handle along
the row to create perfectly
spaced holes for seeds.

• Line the bottom of a clay
pot with a coffee filter to
keep soil from leaking out
the bottom.

• Use empty plastic water

bottles or clear milk jugs to 
fill the bottom of large pots. 
They reduce the weight of 
the pot and require less soil 
to fill.

• To test your seeds to see
if they’re still viable for 
this planting season, place 
a wet paper towel inside 
a zip-top bag, drop in 3-4 
seeds and wait a week to 
see if anything grows.

• One way to help prevent
weeds is lining your
garden with a layer of
newspaper. Just top
two or three sheets of
newsprint with a layer
of pine needles, grass
clippings or dried leaves
for an eco-friendly and
inexpensive weed barrier.

• Keep gardening twine
handy. Nail a funnel to
your potting bench with the 
spout pointing downward,

feed the twine through 
and your string will never 
go missing. For a more 
portable solution, place 
a ball of twine inside a 
canning jar, make a hole in 
the lid and feed the end of 
the twine through the hole. 
Now, you can take twine 
anywhere, tangle-free.

• There is no need to buy
expensive potting systems
for starting seedlings. Place 
several cardboard toilet
paper rolls inside a clean
plastic clamshell, like those
used for premade salads.
Fill each cardboard tube
with potting soil and plant.
Once your seedlings grow
too tall for the clamshell,
simply tear off the top lid.

Find more ideas for creating 
a garden without spending a 
bundle at eLivingtoday.com.
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Whether you’re a new 
homeowner ready to tackle the 
landscaping for the first time 
or a seasoned gardener looking 
to do some updating, when it 
comes to gardening, you simply 
need the right tools to do the 
job well. Consider these tips 
when purchasing essentials for 
your tool shed.

Shovel: A shovel with a 
pointed blade is a good all-
around choice for digging, 
mixing and moving soil. 
Conversely, a flat-bladed shovel 
should be used for “cutting” 
tasks such as straight-side 
trenches and edging. After 
narrowing down which style of 
shovel best meets your needs, 
check the metal to ensure it’s 
well-constructed and won’t 
bend or break easily. Check 
fittings such as bolts and 
screws to ensure the blade and 
handle are strongly connected 
and can withstand reasonable 
pressure. Finally, spend a few 

minutes testing out the tool to 
ensure it fits well in your hand.

Rake: With numerous 
materials and shapes to choose 
from, finding the right rake can 
be intimidating. A basic fan-
shaped rake with metal fingers 
is a universally accepted, long-
lasting option. Select a model 
with plenty of give in the fingers 
if you’ll be raking large areas 
and don’t want to damage the 
ground below. A rake made of 
firmer metal allows you to work 
and smooth soil. Purchasing 
the broadest width you can 
comfortably handle allows you 
to cover more ground, which 
means less work.

Depending on the space 
you’ll be tending, you may also 
consider purchasing a garden 
fork, which has fewer tines 
than a traditional rake and is 
ideal for aerating, weeding and 
turning small sections of soil.

Hoe: Whether flat or pointed, 
a hoe is essential for a weed-
free garden. Flat versions can 
also be useful for breaking up 

clumps and hard spots on the 
surface while pointed hoes 
make quick work of rows and 
mounds to protect and irrigate 
your plantings.

Shears: A variety of shears 
are available to accomplish a 
wide range of garden tasks. 
Larger shears are ideal for big 
jobs such as shaping hedges, 
while smaller pruning shears 
are meant for snips and 
sprucing. Quality metal and 
sharp blades are important 
features. Be sure to choose a 
model with a safety latch to 
lock blades when not in use.

Gloves: Even if you eagerly 
embrace the chance to get your 
hands dirty, no tool shed is 
complete without a sturdy pair 
of gloves. Choose a material 
tough enough to protect from 
thorns but pliable enough to 
allow for free movement. 
Proper fit is key to avoiding 
blisters.

Find more gardening tips and 
advice at eLivingtoday.com.
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