
By Mike Maltais
Ward Media Staff Reporter

PATEROS – With the arrival 
of the first official day of spring, 
March 21, homeowners who have 
not earlier turned their attention to 
another wildfire season are doing 
so now, and for good reason. The 
best attitude to adopt in the event of 
natural disaster is a defensive one. 

In the same way that chance favors 
the prepared mind, and fortune 
favors the brave, so fire hardening 
of homes and property can be the 
difference between deflection and 
destruction.

Someone who has devoted 
countless hours to defense against 
wildfire is Jessica Farmer, Disaster 
Resiliency Program Manager for 
the Okanogan County Long Term 
Recovery Group (OCLTRG).

OCLTRG was formed in the wake 
of the massive 2014-15 wildfires that 
destroyed homes across the county 
and in the City of Pateros. The 2020 
Cold Spring/Pearl Hill fires did 
similar damage to Okanogan and 
Douglas counties, including the City 
of Bridgeport.

Among the significant facts that 
Farmer has heard from conservations 
with many fire victims is the 
destruction of homes from embers 
left in the wake of a passing fire. 

“Many families survived the initial 
fire that spared their homes only to 
discover days later that overlooked 
embers flared and destroyed them,” 

Farmer said. A resource Farmer 
recommends for those looking for 
help with wildfire resiliency is the 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
(CWPP) compiled by the Okanogan 
Conservation District. The document 
was first developed in 2009 and 
last updated in 2013. More than 100 
partners and 1,000-plus community 
members contributed to the update. 
The process involves gathering 
community input, assessing data, and 
local decision making to prioritize and 
implement wildfire mitigation actions.

“I can offer free Wildfire Ready 
Home Assessments to anyone in 
Okanogan County,” Farmer said. 

To schedule an assessment, 
contact Farmer by phone at 509-
846-5101 or email at jessicaocdcm@
gmail.com. The Okanogan Conser-
vation District is in the USDA 
Service Center, 1251 Second Ave. 
S., Room 102, in Okanogan. General 
inquiries can be directed to natalie@
okanogancd.org or call 509-422-0855.

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or 
michael@ward.media

By Mike Maltais
Ward Media Staff Reporter

BREWSTER – Methow Fire 
Station Chief Nolan Tonseth is 
hanging up his helmet after a 29-year 
career as a volunteer with Douglas 
Okanogan County Fire District 
15 (DOCFD 15). Citing continued 
toxicity, lack of leadership, and lack 
of communication, Tonseth tendered 

and read his letter of resignation to 
the Board of Commissioners at their 
monthly board meeting on March 10.

The fire district is comprised of 
five commissioners, Chris Bailey, 
Joe Kitzman, Tim Baird, Victor 
Vargas, and Alex Thomason. Both 
Kitzman and Vargas have previous 
firefighting experience. 

“It is with very mixed emotions 
that I have decided to take a 

break from volunteering for this 
agency,” said Tonseth, “There 
is a systemic issue baked into the 
current administration that is very 
frustrating to attempt working 
under.”

Tonseth pointed to “a continual 
lack of two-way communication that 
has existed for many years” as a 
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NCW Libraries launches 
citizenship kits to aid 
naturalization exam preparation

NCW News 
Ward Media

WENATCHEE — NCW Libraries 
has introduced new Citizenship Kits 
to its collection, designed to assist 
individuals preparing for the United 
States Naturalization exam, the 
regional library system announced 
Tuesday. The kits contain official 
materials published by the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Service, 
including flashcards, study guides, 
sample questions, maps, and resource 
lists in both English and Spanish.

"The road to citizenship can be 
challenging. Unforeseen barriers 
often arise. At NCW Libraries, 
our goal is to help reduce these 
obstacles by providing clear, reliable 
information from trusted sources in 
a convenient, accessible format at 
no cost to our patrons," said NCW 
Libraries Latino Services Manager 
Claudia Bovee.

The initiative aims to support 
self-study for those unable to attend 
citizenship classes offered by NCW 
Libraries or other organizations. 
Patrons can place holds on the kits 
through the library website at www.

ncwlibraries.org or at any local 
branch, with pickup and return 
available at all NCW Libraries 
locations. Due to their size, the kits 
cannot be mailed or returned via 
library drop boxes.

"The work we do is driven by the 
needs of our community, and we 
are grateful that people trust us to 
support them. I am hopeful that these 
new citizenship kits will be a valuable 
resource on their journey to becoming 
new U.S. citizens," Bovee added.

The citizenship kits complement 
NCW Libraries' existing citizenship 
programs and study groups, which 
are currently offered in English and 
Spanish at the Peshastin Library on 
Thursdays from 4:30-6 p.m. and at 
the Quincy Library in Spanish on 
Sundays from 2-3 p.m. and in English 
on Mondays from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Library officials note that the 
initiative aligns with NCW Libraries' 
strategic direction to address critical 
community needs through relevant 
services, programs, and resources.

For more information or to reserve 
a citizenship kit, visit www.
ncwlibraries.org.

NCW News 
Ward Media

OKANOGAN — The Okanogan 
County Assessor’s Office has issued 
a public statement distancing itself 
from a group calling itself “Concerned 
Citizens of Okanogan County” that 
has been using the Assessor’s mailing 
address without authorization.

According to a public announ-
cement sent on March 11, the in-
dependent citizen group has 
been sending numerous letters to 
government offices, businesses, and 
individuals, incorrectly using the 
Assessor’s Office address as their 
return address.

The Okanogan County Assessor’s 
Office emphasized that this group 

does not have permission to utilize 
the Assessor’s address for these 
communications. The office clarified 
it is not involved in any activities 
or correspondence connected to this 
group.

County Assessor Larry 
Gilman stated in accompanying 
correspondence, “The Assessor P.O. 
Box has been used in a letter that went 

out County wide. The people using 
the Assessor’s P.O. Box do not have 
permission to use our P.O. Box and 
do not represent the Assessor or the 
County.” Gilman further explained, 
“These people used the Assessor’s 
P.O. Box as the return address for 
their communication.”

The announcement advises 
recipients of any correspondence 

from the “Concerned Citizens” group 
to be aware that such communications 
do not represent official views or 
communications from the Assessor’s 
Office or Okanogan County.

County officials are encouraging 
anyone with questions or concerns 
to contact the Okanogan County 
Assessor’s Office directly.

COURTESY OF JESSICA FARMER

Jessica Farmer is the Disaster 
Resiliency Program Manager for 
the Okanogan County Long 
Term Recovery Group.

COURTESY OF OKANOGAN COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE FACEBOOK

Spectators may spot an eye-catching cruiser from the Okanogan County 
Sheriff’s Office with the March 3 debut of its Military Appreciation 
patrol vehicle decorated to show appreciation and support of all active 
duty and veteran military personnel. The vehicle will be on active patrol 
and will participate in community parades and veteran-specific events 
including the upcoming Veterans Stand Down from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Thursday, April 24 at the Okanogan County Fairgrounds.

COURTESY OF JOE KITZMAN

Nolan Tonseth

See NOLAN TONSETH Page B2
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Get your event in the spotlight with Ward Media!
If you have an exciting event to share, email Reporter Quinn Propst at quinn@ward.media. We’ll showcase the five most 
captivating events of the week, giving your event the recognition it deserves. Even if your event isn’t among the top five, 
it will still be added to our events calendar and featured online. Don’t miss this chance to make your event shine!

Entiat Kite Festival
The annual Entiat Kite 

Festival will take place on 
Saturday, March 22, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Kiwanis Park 
(State Highway 97A, Entiat).

“Get ready to soar! This free, 
family-friendly event is packed 
with excitement, creativity, 
and community fun. Enjoy free 
kites, face painting, delicious 
food, and the chance to win 
raffle prizes!”

For more information, visit 
https://www.lakechelan.com/
event/entiat-kite-festival-3/ or 
call 206-390-5831

Floral Fete- An 
Exclusive Ladies Night 
Out!

Teams Wenatchee is 
hosting a Ladies Night on 
March 22 from 6 p.m. to 8 

p.m. at Columbia Collective in 
Wenatchee. Tickets are on sale 
now. 

“Enjoy small bites, drinks, 
silent auctions, and more! This 
is an evening for you and your 
friends!”

For Tickets and more 
information, please visit: 
https://allevents.in/wenatchee/
floral-f%C3%AAte-an-
exclusive-ladies-night-
out/200027882453523

Taiko Project Drummers

The Omak Performing Arts 
Center is hosting the Taiko 
Project Drummers on March 
21 from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

“The dynamic drummers 
have enjoyed televised appea-
rances, including the Academy 
Awards, the Grammy Awards, 
Jimmy Kimmel and many more!

For more 
information, 
please visit: 
https://www.
omakpac.org/ 

Rhyme Time 
and Play 

Brewster Library will 
host Rhyme Time and Play 
on March 24 from 11 a.m. to 
12 p.m., offering a lively and 
interactive experience for 
young children.

“Join us for a fun-filled 
hour of chants, movement, 
stories, and songs designed to 
promote speech and listening 
skills, This bilingual event 
welcomes families to engage 
in both English and Spanish 
activities.”

For more information, visit 
Brewster Library.

Writers Club
The Writers Club will host 

a gathering for adult writers 
on March 22 from 11 a.m. to 12 
p.m., providing a welcoming 
space for creativity and 
collaboration.

“Whether you’re an 
aspiring author or a seasoned 

storyteller, join us to share 
ideas, exchange feedback, and 
connect with others who share 
your passion for writing,” the 
event page states.

For more information, visit: 
https://ncwlibraries.libcal.
com/event/13860677

Douglas County 
March 7
01:07:48 Assist Public, 

700 Fairview Ave# 4b, 
Bridgeport 

01:11:05 Disturbance, 1622 
Tacoma Ave, Bridgeport

March 8
14:53:10 Malicious Misch, 1175 

Rd 6 Nw, Waterville
17:27:01 Animal Problem, 110 

Central St, Bridgeport

March 9 
06:37:02 911, 188 Rd 3 Nw, 

Waterville
14:18:36 Welfare Check, 303 

Eash St, Waterville 

March 10 
13:59:32 Property, 945 

Columbia Ave, Bridgeport 

16:58:41 Scam, 505 W Locust 
St, Waterville 

March 11
09:57:11 Cps/Aps Refer, 310 

Fairview Ave, Bridgeport 
19:49:39 Assist Public, Rd 4 

Nw & Rd C Nw, Waterville

March 12
16:24:44 Theft, 41 Rd 3 Ne, 

Waterville

March 13
08:07:48 Animal Problem, 237 

11th St, Bridgeport 
09:45:41 Malicious Misch, Sw & 

Us Hwy 2, Waterville

Brewster Police Dept.
March 7 

01:00:19 Alarm Burglary, N 7th 
St, Brewster, Comments: 

This report is compiled from records provided by the Okanogan & Douglas County Sheriff, Brewster 
Police Dept. The publisher cannot certify the complete accuracy of the information provided.

Okanogan & Douglas County Sheriff, Brewster Police Dept Report

5 

things to do
this week

Estate Planning
(509) 662-1211

We provide excellent legal services in estate and tax planning,
trust and estate administration, and nursing home planning.

7 North Wenatchee Avenue, Wenatchee
www.SpeidelBentsen.comRussell J. Speidel David J. Bentsen

Local High School students 
explore healthcare futures 
at Brewster’s health 
sciences careers expo

MIKE MALTAIS/WARD MEDIA

Sophomores from Brewster, Bridgeport, Pateros and 
Mansfield gathered at Brewster High School last Friday, 
March 14, to attend a Health Sciences Careers Expo 
designed to provide exposure to a variety of careers in the 
healthcare field. The health science career pathway will be 
a brand new Career and Technical Education (CTE) program 
at Brewster High School starting in the fall of 2025, offering 
the courses Introduction to Medical Careers and Medical 
Terminology.  Bridgeport High School already offers 
Medical Terminology and Anatomy and Physiology.

COURTESY OF LIFEFLIGHT.ORG

A LifeFlight helicopter made an appearance at the BHS 
Health Careers Expo.

STOCK PHOTO

STOCK PHOTO

Seems Secured; Atc W Key
 Holder, No Answer Left Vm 

Contacted Warehouse 
Advised They Had Power 
Surg About 15 Ago

01:02:28 Alarm, Other Highway 
97, Brewster Comments: 
Atm Alarm And Door Alarm

17:29:08 Vehicle Prowl, 
Highway 97, Brewster

March 9
13:19:25 Citizen Assist, S Bridge 

St, Brewster, Com ments: 
Brother Came To Pick Up 
Rp’s Son To Take Him To 
Work, Had His Two Children 
W/ Him And There Used To 
Be An Order In Place That Rp 
Could Not Be Around The 
Children. Unk If It Is Still Valid

March 10 
17:49:50 Fire Structure, 

S Bridge St, Brewster, 
Comments: Driviing Away 
From Scene May Be 
Connected Single Story 
Res, Working Fire, Flames 
From Gravel Side And 
Smoke On Roof Unk If 
Anyone Is Inside

March 12
11:08:51 Traffic Offense, E 

Griggs Ave, Brewster, Wa
15:10:18 Animal Vicious, 

W Cliff Ave9, Brewster, 
Comments: Sml Whi/Tan 
Dog, Attacks Passerbys. 
Today It Attacked A Group 
Of Preschool Age Children.

March 13
09:20:14 Agency Assist, W 

Main Ave & Highway 97, 
Brewster, Comments: 2 Veh 
Coll, Non Blocking.

17:05:28 Citizen Assist, W 
Bruce Ave, Com ments: No 
Inj. Rp Has 2 Juv’s And Is 
Concerned Their Safety.

18:39:34 Accident Unkinj, 
Highway 97, Brewster, 
Comments: Two Veh 
Collision, Unk Inj. Both Vehs 
Still On Scene. 

Okanogan Sheriff 

March 7 
13:29:18 Animal Vicious, 

Sunset 
Dr & Hull Rd, Brewster, 
Comments: Bit By 3 
Chihuahua’s No Ems 
Needed. Occ Approx 
1230hrs Today. Unk Who 
Owns The Animals.

March 8 
10:34:27 Civil, North Star Rd, 

Brewster, Comments: Son 
Is Req Civil Standby, Rp 
Adv Son Has Paperwork 
From Court. Son Has Been 
Unable To Reach The So 
Today And Req Rp To Call.

16:28:54 Theft, Automobil 
Monse Bridge Rd, Brewster, 
Comments: Dk Red 1997 
Nissan Sentra Was Stolen; 
Rp Discovered The Veh 
Missing 30 Mins Ago. Veh Ls 
030625 Approx 2000 Hrs.

March 10
00:33:04 Civil, Midland Rd, 

Brewster, Comments: Bf 
Said He Was Getting A 
Restraining Order Against 3 
Subjs, Rp Advd Subjs Still At 
Res And She Does Not Feel 
Safe Going Home If They 
Are There

March 11
16:39:37 Trespassing North 

Star Rd, Brewwster, 
Comments: Aprox 0415 
Yesterday Morning Motion 
Light Came On At Res, 
Dog Alerted, Veh Came 
Down The Driveway

March 12
16:42:42 Animal Abuse, 

Wescott Way, Brewster, 
Comments: Rp Advd 
Someone Shot Their 
Dog Approx 0730. Dog 
Was Let Out, Returned 
Later Bleeding. Vet Xrays 
Confirmed Dog Had Been 
Shot

March 13
03:42:52 Suspicious, North 

Star Rd, Brewster, 
Comments: Dog Alrt To 
Car Port, Hx Of Order 
Violation. Unk If Someone 
Is At Location, Cameras 
Are Fogged

Debra R. Harris
Debra R. Harris, 72, of Bridgeport, Washington 
passed away on March 9, 2025. Barnes Chapel 

is handling the arrangements for the family.

David Corbin
David Corbin, 88, of Bridgeport, Washington 

passed away on March 5, 2025. Barnes Chapel 
is handling the arrangements for the family. 

Matthew Newman
Matthew Newman, 39, of Bridgeport, 

Washington passed away on March 1, 2025. 
Barnes Chapel is handling the arrangements 

for the family.
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Any non-profit 501(c)-(3) group, person(s). Must provide: full 
name, city, phone number. Items pertaining to local events that 

are free or minimum charge. Garage and Yard Sale Ads  
are paid events, please email: classifieds@ward.media .  

To submit  info call 509-548-5286 or email: ruth@ward.media

Local, Regional 
Community 

News & Events

Community 
Bulletin Board

Meetings

Mondays
Okanogan County Fair Advisory 

Committee: Second Monday, 
6 p.m. Meetings are open to 
the public. Okanogan County 
Commissioners’ hearing 
room, 123 N. Fifth Ave., 
Okanogan.

Family and friends Support 
Group: Third Monday, 
7-8:30 p.m., Grace Lutheran 
Church, 1408 Washington 
Street, Wenatchee. Contact: 
509-860-3620, website at: 
tcfwenatcheevalley.org

Tuesday
Okanogan County School Re-

tirees’ Association: General 
meeting at 11 a.m. Tuesday, 
March 25, at the Community 
Presbyterian of Omak, 9 
Birch St. S.  Members will 
vote on next year’s officers.  
Loren Combs, Exalted Ruler 
of the Elks, will discuss a 
community service project. 
For Information: Maralee 
Bowling: 509-322-3044.

Okanogan County PUD: The 
commission meets the 
second and fourth Tuesday 

of the month a at 3 p.m. 
Information: okanoganpud.
org

Douglas County PUD meetings: 
The commission meets the 
first and third Tuesday of 
the month at 1:30 p.m. in 
the East Wenatchee office. 
Information: douglaspud.org

Survivors of Suicide Loss 
Support Group: Second 
Tuesday, 7-8:30 p.m., 
Grace Lutheran Church, 
1408 Washington Street, 
Wenatchee. Contact: 509-
860-3620, website at: 
tcfwenatcheevalley.org

Wednesday
American Legion Post #97: 

Current members meetings 
are on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at 
6 p.m. at the American Legion 
Post in Brewster. Information: 
Greg Wagg, 206-550-6474.

American Legion Auxiliary 
#97: Meets the first 
Wednesday of each month, at 
5 p.m. at the American Legion 
Post in Brewster.

Brewster Chamber of 
Commerce: Meets the third 
Wednesday of each month at 
12 p.m. at the Senior Center, 

109 Bridge Street.  Information 
email: brewsterwachamber@
gmail.com

Death Cafe Chelan: Third 
Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., Chelan Public Library, 
216 N. Emerson Street; and 
5:30-6:30 p.m., Chelan Senior 
Center, 534 Trow Avenue, 
Chelan. Contact: Concie 
Luna at 509-630-2972 or Vita 
Monteleone at monte419@
nwi.net. 

TOPS® Chapter Paves the 
Way to Healthy Lifestyle: 
Weekly on Wednesdays, 
10-11 a.m.  TOPS® chapter 
(weight loss support group) 
meetings at Lake Chelan 
United Methodist Church, 
located at 206 N. Emerson 
St. in Chelan. Attendees 
should use the side entrance 
of the church between the 
Lake Chelan Health Express 
Care Clinic and the church. 
TOPS empowers people to 
stop dieting and start creating 
healthy, enjoyable lifestyle 
habits that will work for them 
over the long haul.

Thursdays
Brewster bus trips: OCTN takes 

Brewster area residents to 

Wenatchee, second Thursday 
of the month. The bus starts 
picking folks up at their 
homes at 7:30 a.m. Riders 
may request  destination(s); 
medical appointments etc. On 
the third Thursday of each 
month, riders will be taken 
to Omak for the day. Riders 
request their destination(s). 
Wenatchee: $12/boarding for 
General Public, $6 suggested 
donation/day for Seniors (60 
plus). Omak: $5.50/General 
Public, $2.75 suggested 
donation Seniors (60 plus). 
(509) 826-4391 to reserve your 
seat.

Chelan Cancer Support Group: 
First Thursday, 11:30 a.m.-1 
p.m., Lake Chelan Health 
Hospital. Lunch (purchase 
from hospital cafe) meeting 
in Bragg Room. Meetings are 
open to anyone impacted by 
cancer. Including: patients, 
survivors, caregivers, family 
members and especially 
those who are recently 
diagnosed. It is also open to 
folks wanting to learn ways 
to support someone affected 
by cancer. It’s a place where 
members can offer advice, 
share coping strategies, and 

build relationships along their 
journey.  More info: Anne 
Brooks, 509-682-8718.

Family Caregivers/Support 
Group: Third Thursday, 10 
a.m.-11:30 a.m., Lake Chelan 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Coldwell Banker Board 
Room, 216 E. Woodin Avenue, 
Chelan.

Other Events/meetings

Brewster Senior Meals: 
The Senior Center serves 
meals at noon on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Home delivered meals are 
delivered those same days. 
Call 509-689-2815 to reserve 
meals. For those over age 60 
$5. For those 60 and under  
$12. 

Senior Center Thrift Store: The 
Brewster- Pateros-Bridgeport 
Senior Center Thrift Store is 
open Monday-Saturday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. They are also the 
Brewster Visitor Information 
Center and the Brewster 
Chamber of Commerce 
meeting room.

Brewster American Legion 
events: Bingo every Thursday 
night at 6 p.m. Open to the 

public. Friday Steak Dinner 
starts at 5 p.m.; Sunday 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m., order from the full 
breakfast menu. Daily lunch 
specials except for Mondays 
and Saturday when they are 
closed.

Chelan Valley Hope: A 
Heartfelt Thank You! Chelan 
Valley Hope extends a 
sincere thank you to our 
community for its incredible 
support. Over the past few 
weeks, we’ve received 
generous donations of food, 
hygiene items, blankets, 
and more from individuals 
and local businesses. We’re 
also grateful to the many 
individuals who’ve reached 
out to help as volunteers. 
Whether large or small, 
every contribution makes a 
meaningful impact. Sharing 
information about our services 
alone can even save a life. To 
everyone who has donated, 
volunteered, or supported us 
in any way—your kindness is 
truly appreciated. Because of 
you, we’re building a stronger, 
more compassionate com - 
munity.  Information: chelan 
valleyhope.org including a 
Donate Button.

Pybus Public Market to host 10th annual Nonprofit Day
NCW News 
Ward Media

WENATCHEE — Pybus 
Public Market will host its 
10th Annual Nonprofit Day on 
Saturday, March 22, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., bringing together 
approximately 50 nonprofit 
organizations from across the 
Wenatchee Valley region. The 
event, which will occupy both 
the main concourse and the 
LocalTel Event Center, connects 
local nonprofits with potential 
volunteers and community 
members seeking information 
about available resources.

The mission of the event is 
to create a meeting point for 

nonprofits to share oppor-
tunities, connect with potential 
volunteers, and provide com - 
munity members with infor ma-
tion about available resources 
in the Wenatchee Valley. Or-
ga nizations partici pa ting in 
this year’s event represent 
a diverse range of causes 
including healthcare services, 
environmental conser va tion, 
education, housing as sistance, 
arts and culture, and social 
services. 

Participating  
Nonprofits:
1.  Aging & Adult Care of 

Central Washington
2. Alano Club of Wenatchee

3. Beauty of Bronze
4.  Cancer Care of NCW/Our 

House
5. CDCSA
6.  Chelan Douglas CASA 

Program
7.  Chelan Douglas County 

Vo lunteer Attorney 
Services

8. Chelan Valley Hope
9.  Chelan-Douglas 

Community Action 
Council (AmeriCorps 
programs)

10. Citizens’ Climate
11.  Columbia Valley 

Affordable 
Homeownership

12. EASE Cancer Foundation
13.  Eastmont Metropolitan 

Parks District
14.  Habitat for Humanity of the 

Greater Wenatchee Area
15. Happy Letters
16.  Icicle Creek Center for the 

Arts
17.  Ingalls Creek Enrichment 

Center
18. Interfaith Justice Coalition
19. Lilies of the Valley
20.  Mobile Meals of 

Wenatchee
21.  Mountain View Women’s 

Health
22.  NAMI NCWA National 

Alliance on Mental Illness
23. NCW Quilt Guild
24.  North Central Education 

Foundation
25.  North Central WA Young 

Life
26.  Ohme Gardens Friends 

Society
27. Pacific Crest Church
28. Sage Hills Church
29. Serve Wenatchee
30. Sustainable NCW
31. TEAMS Learning Center
32. The Here and Now Project
33. Tierra Learning Center
34.  Two Rivers Medieval 

FAire
35. Until Now Creative
36. Upper Valley Connection
37. Upper Valley MEND
38. Waste Loop
39. Wellness Place
40.  Wenatchee Area 

Genealogical Society
41. Wenatchee Outdoors
42.  Wenatchee Rotary 

Foundation

43.  Wenatchee Valley 
Children’s Guild

44.  Wenatchee Valley College 
Foundation

45.  Wenatchee Valley Dispute 
Resolution Center

46.  Wenatchee Valley 
Humane Society

47.  Wenatchee Valley Mu -
seum and Cultural Center

48.  Women’s Resource Center 
of NCW

49. Write on the River
50. YWCA NCW

For additional information 
about the event, interested 
parties can contact 
Amber Parker at amber@
pybusmarket.org or 
Rachel Madson at rachel@
pybusmarket.org.
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Proud to support 
our student athletes

Proud to support 
our student athletes

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
Oscar Churape 
Boys Soccer Senior 

Oscar is a standout member of 
the Bears Family Soccer Program. 
His dedication shines both in 
the classroom and on the field. 
Known for his respect toward 
coaches and teammates, Oscar 
consistently gives his best effort 
and excels in every task he’s 
given. His strong work ethic and 
team-first attitude set him apart 
from his peers.
Congratulations to Oscar Churape, 
our Athlete of the Week!

Brewster 

Boys Varsity Baseball

Thu, Mar 20 4:30 PM Brewster vs. Lake Roosevelt Home

Sat, Mar 22 11:00 AM Brewster vs. Bridgeport Away 

Tue, Mar 25 4:30 PM Brewster vs. Lake Roosevelt Away 

Boys Varsity Soccer

Sat, Mar 22 11:00 AM Brewster vs. Manson Away 

Tue, Mar 25 4:00 PM Brewster vs. Liberty Bell Home 

Girls Varsity Softball

Fri, Mar 21 4:30: PM Brewster vs. Lake Roosevelt Away

Tue, Mar 25 4:30: PM Brewster vs. Bridgeport Away

Boys Varsity Track

Sat, Mar 22 11:00 AM Brewster vs. Ray Cockrum Relay Away 

Girls Varsity Track

Sat, Mar 22 3:00 PM Brewster vs. Ray Cockrum Relay Away 

Boys Varsity Baseball

Sat, Mar 22 11:00 AM Bridgeport vs. Brewster Home

Boys Varsity Soccer

Sat, Mar 22 1:00 PM Bridgeport vs. Omak Away 

Wed, Mar 26 4:00 PM Bridgeport vs. Manson Home

Girls Varsity Softball

Thu, Mar 20 4:30 PM Bridgeport vs. Waterville-Mansfield Home

Tue, Mar 25 4:30 PM Bridgeport vs. Brewster Home

Girls Softball Scoreboard

Sat, Mar 15 11:00: AM Brewster 11 Lake Roosevelt 24 Loss

Brewster High School Schedule

Bridgeport High School Schedule

Pateros High School Schedule

Brewster High School Scoreboard

Waterville-Mansfield High School Schedule

Boys Varsity Tennis

Wed, Mar 19 4:00 PM Pateros HS Tennis Away Home

Mon, Mar 24 4:00 PM Pateros vs Oroville Home Away

Wed, Mar 26 4:00 PM Pateros vs. Soap Lake Away Home

Girls Varsity Tennis

Wed, Mar 19 4:00 PM Pateros HS Tennis Away Home

Mon, Mar 24 4:00: PM Pateros vs. Oroville Home Home

Wed, Mar 26 4:00 PM Pateros vs. Soap Lake Away Home

Girls Varsity Track

Wed, Mar 19 4:00 PM Pateros vs. Eastmont Away Home

Boys Varsity Track

Wed, Mar 19 4:00 PM Pateros vs. Eastmont Away Home

Boys Varsity Baseball

Mon, Mar 24 3:00 PM Waterville-Mansfield Ephrata Away Home

Wed, Mar 26 3:00 PM Waterville-Mansfield Chelan Away Away

Boys Varsity Track

Wed, Mar 19 4:00 PM Waterville-Mansfield Eastmont Away Home

Girls Varsity Softball

Thu, Mar 20 4:30: PM Waterville-Mansfield Bridgeport Away Home

Tue, Mar 25 4:00 PM Waterville-Mansfield Manson Away Home

Girls Varsity Track

Wed, Mar 19 4:00 PM Waterville-Mansfield Eastmont Away Home

COURTESY OF BREWSTER SPORTS FACEBOOK

The Brewster Lady Bears hold their sixth-place state trophy.

COURTESY OF WATERVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Waterville-Mansfield Lady Shockers finished fifth.

Brewster, Pateros, 
Waterville-Mansfield 
girls win state trophies

By Mike Maltais
Ward Media Staff Reporter 

SPOKANE – The Brewster 
Lady Bears, Pateros Nannies, 
and Waterville-Mansfield 
Lady Shockers varsity girls’ 
basketball teams crowned 

their quests to the WIAA 
state tournament with 
trophies to add to their 
school showcases last week. 
The Lady Shockers placed 
fifth in the state 1B division, 
the Nannies won sixth place 
in the 1B, and the Lady Bears 

took sixth in the 2B division.

Brewster
The 20-4 Lady Bears easily 

handled Mount Vernon 
Christian, 51-28, in their 

See TROPHIES Page B1
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Call us today!  509-731-3624  NorthwestSwag.com

Your Brand Their Hands
Make your brand a part of their everyday life with premium 
promotional products. Let’s create something memorable.  

GET 8
FREE
filet mignon
BURGERS
A $37 value!

Butcher’s Savory Collection
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
 4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88  FREE PureFREE PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
78045ZMJ    separately $269.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

SAVE 52%

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 78045. Standard S&H added per address. 
While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/

terms-of-use. Expires 03/31/25. 24M7123  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOWPICTURE PERFECT, NOW

OmahaSteaks.com/Savory1330  |  1.833.685.0091
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 78045ZMJ

Order 
Now!

THE BEST STEAKS OF YOUR LIFE OR YOUR MONEY BACK

Wildfire defense grant stalled by funding freeze, timeline remains uncertain
By taylor Caldwell
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CHELAN COUNTY – A 
$9.275 million grant intended 
to improve wildfire resilience 
throughout the upper valley is 
paused indefinitely, delaying 
key projects in one of the region’s 
most vulnerable communities.

In a U.S. Forest Service 
map of “Wildfire evacuation 
risk for PNW communities,” 
Leavenworth ranks second in 
burn probability and seventh in 
overall vulnerability out of 696 
rural communities in Oregon 
and Washington. 

The Community Wildfire 
Defense Grant (CWDG) would 
address its priority landscapes, 
such as Chumstick Highway, 
Upper Lake Wenatchee, and 
Nason, funding five years of 
fuels reduction and evacuation 
route improvement. It would 
also include planning and 
purchasing of an estimated ten 
21,000-gallon water tanks for 

the area, intended to work as 
remote fire hydrants for faster 
firefighting response. 

Though the grant was 
awarded through the Wash-
ington Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), its funding 
source comes through the 
Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (IIJA), created under 
the Biden administration era. 

For the last month and a 
half, the DNR has been unable 
to access $180 million in IIJA 
and Inflation Reduction Act 
funding amid the Trump 
administration’s current 
spending freeze. According 
to DNR Communications 
Director Michael Kelly, $90 
million of which was designated 
for wildfire prevention, 
suppression, resilience, and 
forest health.

“We are still working to 
access it. We’ve never actually 
heard anything from the federal 
government. There’s been no 
real communication, no official 

communication about when the 
funding may become available, 
why it was frozen, all of those 
questions,” said Kelly. “It’s been 
a lot of just trying to figure out 
what’s happening in a vacuum 
of information.”

In response, the DNR 
moved to pause the execution 
of pending grant agreements, 
including Chelan County’s 
CWDG funding.

“We signed the agreement. 
We haven’t gotten it back. 
It’s like we were that close to 
getting it,” said Chelan County 
Natural Resources Director 
Mike Kaputa.

A number of delays prior 
to the funding freeze already 
challenged the possibility of 
starting work in 2025, but the 
grant’s partners were hopeful of 
moderate progress. For instance, 
Chelan County Fire District 
#3 (CCFD#3) and Chumstick 
Wildfire Stewardship Coalition 
(CWSC) were working with the 
county to push the purchase 

of two portable water tanks, 
which require less planning and 
permitting than a permanent 
installation, in order to have 
some remote water supply for 
the 2025 wildfire season. 

Having a remote water tank 
strategically placed could refill 
a water tender–which can 
transport approximately 2,000 
gallons to a scene–up to 20 road 
miles closer than the current 
nearest hydrant, according to 
CCFD#3 Deputy Chief Mike 
Smith.

“It will mean a major delay 
in water supply for these 
remote areas. While we are still 
operating under the status quo, 
getting these tanks into place 
greatly reduces the time lost 
traveling (up to 45 minutes) 
from these locations to refill 
with water. This can become 
exacerbated when regional 
resources are stretched thin, 
as we often see late in the fire 
season,” Smith said in an email 
to Ward Media.

As it awaits funding, the 
county is moving forward where 
it can. However, it can’t take 
the next steps of permitting or 
procurement without a signed 
grant agreement, according to 
Kaputa. “It’s really important 
to me, personally. I think it is to 
everybody…I’ll be disappointed 
if we can’t make that happen 
this year. With all the time that 
we put in, and as close as we’ve 
gotten, I just can’t see myself 
sitting there going, ‘Okay, 
well, next year,’” said CWSC 
representative Bob Keller, who 
lives in the Chumstick area.

For years, county partners have 
been working together to place 
21,000 gallon water tanks in rural, 
wildfire-prone areas that lack 
hydrants for faster, more effective 
firefighting. Last year, the county 
was able to secure funding: first 
through Community Project 
Funding via Congresswoman 
Kim Schrier, and later through 
the CWDG program.

While the Community Project 

Funding remains available, it 
can take multiple years before 
the recipient can access it. The 
CWDG funding would have 
been immediate.

“We finally got to a point 
when we saw the reality that 
was going to happen,” said 
Keller.

For the fuels reduction work, 
Kaputa remains hopeful that 
some work could be started this 
fall if the DNR regains access to 
the funding in the next couple 
months. However, a longer 
delay could have a lasting 
“ripple effect” on the entire 
CWDG project’s timeline. If the 
freeze goes on for another six 
to nine months, said Kaputa, it 
could further delay 2026 efforts.

“Maybe we get the money 
tomorrow, and maybe we can 
start working. Maybe we don’t 
get it till next year. I have no 
idea,” said Kaputa.

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276 
or taylor@ward.media

COURTESY OF LEAVENWORTH MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL

The Leavenworth Mountain Film Festival last ran in 2019, before it was cancelled in 2020 
due to the pandemic.

Leavenworth Mountain Film Festival returns after four-year hiatus
Ward Media News 
The Leavenworth Echo

LEAVENWORTH – After a 
four-year hiatus prompted by 
the pandemic, the Leavenworth 
Mountain Film Festival will 
return on March 22 at the 
Leavenworth Festhalle.

The 8th annual film festival 
will showcase outdoor 
recreation-focused films from 
local, regional and international 
filmmakers. The evening will 
feature award-winning films 
focusing on outdoor pursuits 
and the natural world. Doors 
will open at 6 p.m., with the 
first film premiering at 7 
p.m. The festival’s signature 
festivities, including free 
limousine rides, a red carpet 
with paparazzi, and live half-
time entertainment, will also 

return.
Leading up to the evening, 

the festival will have daytime 
programming, including 
the Morning Conservation 
Program and the afternoon 
Wildlands & Wildlife program.

The Morning Conservation 
Program will showcase 
documentaries centered on 
environmental conservation, 
such as screenings of “A 
Disappearing Forest” and 
“The Forgotten Coast.” 
The afternoon Wildlands & 
Wildlife program will present 
award-winning documentaries 
that examine the connections 
between ecosystems, wildlife, 
and humans, highlighted by 
screenings of “841,” which tells 
the story of a popular sea otter, 
“Alien Contact” showcasing 
giant sea rays, and “Wild 

Beast: Manatees.”
Tickets for the Morning 

Conservation Program or the 
afternoon Wildlands & Wildlife 
program are $10 for adults and 
$5 for children ages 12 and 
under. Tickets for the evening 
program are $20 for adults and 
$5 for children ages 12 and 
under. Festival passes, which 
provide access to all events 
and screenings, are available 
for $38.

The festival is presented by 
Icicle TV with support from 
the Leavenworth Chamber 
of Commerce. A portion of 
proceeds from the event will 
go directly to support ongoing 
projects at Leavenworth’s 
Ski Hill recreation area, 
in partnership with the 
Leavenworth Ski Hill Heritage 
Foundation.

COURTESY OF BREWSTER SPORTS FACEBOOK

The Pateros Nannies brought home sixth place.

Track 
practice 
opens, 
first meet 
March 22

MIKE MALTAIS/WARD MEDIA

Sophomore Carter Bach throws the javelin

MIKE MALTAIS/WARD MEDIA

After helping her team win 
sixth place in the state 
CW2B basketball playoffs, 
sophomore Paige Wulf 
powers up in the discus ring

SCHEDULE

Sat. Mar 22 Ray Cockrum Relays -Wenatchee High School

Sat. Mar 29 49th Ray Cross Invitational - Ephrata High School

Wed. Apr 9 Oroville Coed Relays

Sat. Apr 12 Quincy Track & Field Invitational

Fri. Apr 18 K-Valley Rally - Kittitas

Tue. Apr 22 Brewster Small School Meet 

Sat. Apr 26 Undeberg Invite - Lind-Ritzville High School

Fri. May 2 Reike Invitational – Cascade High School

Thu. May 15 League Championships – Brewster High School

Thu. May 22 Districts – Central Washington University (Ellensburg)

Sat. May 31 WIAA 1B/2B/1A State Championships 

opening round of state play on 
March 1, to advance against 
Napavine, who lost to Reardan, 
53-36. These were the same 
Tigers who Brewster defeated 
49-37 at home during the 
regular season Dec. 21.

At the state playoffs the 
previous year, Napavine 
squeaked past Brewster, 48-46. 
In their March 6 rematch 
Napavine took a 14-4 first 
quarter lead and widened that 
to 23-10 at halftime. Despite 
the game-high 15 points from 
sophomore Pepper Boesel, the 
Tigers held on to win a low 
scoring defensive battle, 36-30.

Next up for the Lady Bears 
was No. 9 Mabton in the 
semifinals on March 7. A 53-45 
win over the Vikings advanced 
Brewster to the finals against 

No. 10 Liberty for fourth or 
sixth place. The Patriots belied 
their No.10 state ranking with 
a surprise 64-50 victory to take 
the fourth-place trophy.

Pateros
The Fillies lost their 1B 

opening round to No. 1 and 
repeat state champion Neah 
Bay, 65-31 but bounced back 
with a 51-47 win over Lummi 
Nation on March 5. 

A rematch with the No. 2 
Waterville-Mansfield - the 
Nannies’ toughest opponent 
in the CW2B regular season 
- ended in the Lady Shockers 
favor, 62-36, on March 6. 
Both teams advanced to the 
semifinal round on March 7.

Pateros defeated No. 4 
Yakama Tribal, 55-42, to move 
into the final round opposite 
No. 10 Oaksdale on March 8. 
With fourth and sixth place up 

for grabs, the Nighthawks held 
on for a close 51-47 decision to 
clinch fourth.

Waterville-Mansfield
No. 2 Waterville-Mansfield 

easily dispatched Pe Ell, 59-18, 
in their opening round at 
state, maintaining a defensive 
standard that held regular 
season opponents to less than 
30 points in a game.

The Lady Shockers’ next 
game on March 6 was the 
rematch with Pateros and a 
62-36 win over the Nannies. 
The Lady Shockers then fell 
60-32 to No. 3 Garfield-Palouse 
in the semifinals and faced 
Wellpinit the following day for 
third and fifth place. 

Thiry seconds into the game 
against the Redskins, Lady 
Shockers point guard Holly 
Finkbeiner was sidelined with 
a game-ending ankle sprain. 

Wellpinit capitalized on the 
advantage to finish in third 
spot with a 57-46 win. The 
young Lady Shockers team will 
lose only one senior from their 
varsity squad to graduation 

this year.

SBLive All Tournament
1B
Delaney Nelson (10) 
Waterville-Mansfield.

2B
Pepper Boesel (10) Brewster.

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or 
michael@ward.media

Trophies
Continued from page A4
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CONNECTING COMMUNITIES ACROSS NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON

ADD YOUR  
BUSINESSBUSINESS  OR 

SERVICESERVICE 
TO THIS 

DIRECTORY: 

509-731-3321509-731-3321

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

   
                                                      BREWSTER • BRIDGEPORT • PATEROS

BREWSTER

www.cbcbrewster.com
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

To place your Church information in the Guide call Ruth at 509-682-2213; email: ruth@ward.media

Quad City Church Guide

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-794-1675
130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

PORTABLE OXYGEN 

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 888-518-9678 to 
schedule your free quote!

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare
We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify: Call 1.855.717.4567

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (877) 225-8568 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

877-225-8568
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (877) 225-8568.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt71

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (888) 720−3848

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

Promotional artwork for "Nosferatu" (1922), showing the 
iconic silhouette of Count Orlok, the vampire antagonist. 
The German expressionist horror film will open the 
museum's silent film series on March 28.

Original promotional poster for F.W. 
Murnau's "Faust" (1926), featuring 
expressionist artwork depicting characters 
from the German folk tale. The film will 
be shown as the final installment of the 
Wenatchee Valley Museum's silent film 
series on May 23.

The historic Wurlitzer pipe organ at the Wenatchee Valley 
Museum & Cultural Center. Built in 1919 and originally 
installed in the Liberty Theater, this instrument will 
provide live musical accompaniment for all three silent 
film screenings.

Professor Hart Johnson 
of Wenatchee Valley 
College, who will provide 
introductory lectures on 
F.W. Murnau's work before 
each screening in the silent 
film series. Johnson teaches 
film studies, mythology, and 
other humanities courses at 
the college.

Original promotional poster for "Der Letzte 
Mann" ("The Last Laugh"), a 1924 silent 
film directed by F.W. Murnau and starring 
Emil Jannings. The film, which follows the 
story of a hotel doorman who experiences 
a dramatic downfall, will be screened on 
April 25 as part of the museum's series.

Silent film series to feature German 
expressionist classics with live pipe organ music

NCW News 
Ward Media

WENATCHEE — The 
Wenatchee Valley Museum & 
Cultural Center is presenting 
a three-part silent film 
series showcasing the work 
of German Expressionist 
filmmaker F.W. Murnau, with 
each screening accompanied 
by live music performed on a 
historic Wurlitzer pipe organ.

The series, beginning 
March 28, will feature three 
of Murnau's most significant 
works: "Nosferatu" (1922), 
"The Last Laugh" (1924), 
and "Faust" (1926). Each 
screening will be preceded 
by a lecture from Wenatchee 
Valley College Professor Hart 
Johnson.

Thomas Kozina will provide 
musical accompaniment on 
the museum's Wurlitzer pipe 
organ, which was originally 
installed in the Liberty Theater 
in 1919 and was used for silent 
film screenings until 1929. The 
organ was later relocated to 
the museum's performance 
hall in 1989.

"Nosferatu," the first film 
in the series scheduled for 
March 28, was inspired by 
Bram Stoker's "Dracula" and 
follows the story of vampire 
Count Orlock who "preys on 
the wife of his estate agent, 
bringing the plague to their 
German town."

The April 25 screening will 

MIKE MALTAIS/WARD MEDIA

Alex Thomason

COURTESY OF DOCFD15

The Douglas Okanogan County Fire District 15 crew, complete with helicopter backdrop, 
poses for a group photo

principal complaint. “Many 
times for fire and EMS one 
figures out what is expected 
after one gets reprimanded for 
not doing what admin expects.”

Tonseth related specific 
examples of maintenance and 
fuel issues where a breakdown 
in communications frustrated 
him.

“In a very real way, this 
letter is a vote of a lack of 
confidence in those who are 
currently in leadership.”

DOCFD15 has been 
searching for a new district 
chief for the past two years 
to replace Bill Valance who 
retired two years ago and now 
serves as a paid consultant for 
the agency. Vallance’s wife, 
Tonya, is the current EMS 
Director. 

Tonseth addressed what 
he perceives as the district’s 
reluctance to widen the net for 
a district chief candidate from 
outside the area.

“You, the commissioners, 
have a sworn duty to lead this 
district,” said Tonseth. “Two 
years ago you were given 
notice that a new district chief 
needed to be hired.”

At the Jan. 27 meeting, 
Commissioners Alex 
Thomason and Joe Kitzman 
raised the adopted motion 
that the district proceed 
with Prothman Professional 
Services to advertise the 
combined position of District 
Chief/EMS Director. Thomason 
reminded Tonseth that 

retaining a firm specializing in 
recruitment should speed the 
process up.

Tonseth also expressed 
his disappointment that the 
district did not do more to help 
the late Ray Sandy, long time 
fire EMT and Pateros Station 
chief, who died of cancer on 
Nov. 2, 2024.

Tonseth said he inquired 
about financial assistance for 
firefighters who are diagnosed 
with certain types of cancer.

“I reached out…for the 
information,” said Tonseth, “I 
never got a response.”

Commissioner Thomason 
reminded Tonseth that he was 
the one who originally brought 
the financial assistance 
availability to the district’s 
attention, He suggested 
that Tonseth should have 
done more to bring Sandy’s 
situation to the commissioners’ 
attention.

“I brought it up so I could 
help,” said Thomason. “I’m 
disappointed you did not bring 
it up to me so I could help.

Board Secretary Kaylee 
Jensen added that as a public 
entity the district is not 
allowed to donate public funds 
and did not provide support 
financially to the Sandys.

“What you may not know is 
that we contacted the Board 
of Volunteer Firefighters and 
put them in contact with that 
family,” said Jensen. “So, we 
did our part in administration.”

Commissioner Baird 
concurred with Tonseth about 
communications issues in the 
district but also pointed out 
those problems are not unique 

to the agency.
“In my own company – a 

communications company – we 
joke all the time about how bad 
we are at communications,” 
said Baird. Referring to the 
sparse meeting attendance, he 
added, “It’s a two-way street. If 
more volunteers would come to 
our meetings, there would not 
be a lack of communication.”

Thomason thanked Tonseth 
for his dedication and 
forbearance.

“I hope you will give us 
another chance once we 
straighten things out,” said 
Thomason, acknowledging 
that a break might be necessary 
after 29 years of service. “We 
are working on the things you 
addressed.”

The fire district meets at 6 
p.m. on the second Wednesday 
of the month in the Fire 
Administration Building, 412 
W. Indian Avenue in Brewster. 

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or 
michael@ward.media

Nolan Tonseth
Continued from page A1

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WENATCHEE VALLEY 
MUSEUM & CULTURAL CENTER

feature "The Last Laugh," 
described as a "chamber-
drama" about "a nameless 
hotel doorman, who is fired 
after he's deemed too 'old and 
unfit' to promote the hotel's 
image, resulting in a rapid 
downward spiral."

The series concludes on May 
23 with "Faust," Murnau's final 
German film before relocating 
to the United States. The 
fantasy film depicts the story 
of an alchemist who "makes a 
pact with the demon, Mephisto, 
sending him on a journey filled 
with many perils, temptations, 
and love along the way."

Johnson, who teaches 
film studies, mythology, and 
other humanities courses at 
Wenatchee Valley College, will 
provide context for each film 
through pre-screening lectures. 

The museum's Wurlitzer pipe 
organ represents a direct 
connection to the silent film 
era, when such instruments 
provided the soundtrack for 
moviegoers before the advent of 
synchronized sound in cinema.

Admission for each 
screening is $5 for museum 
members and students, and $7 
for non-members. The museum 
recommends pre-registration 
for the events, which will 
include refreshments, with 
beer and wine available for 
purchase for attendees 21 
and older. Popcorn will be 
provided.

Learn more about this new 
silent film series by visiting 
wenatcheevalleymuseum.org 
or call the WVMCC front desk 
at (509)-888-6240.
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CORRECTIONS: Ward Media LLC shall 
be responsible for corrections to adver-
tisements on the first publication only. 
The advertiser will be responsible for 
the corrections made thereafter. Ward 
Media LLC shall not be responsible for 
slight changes or typographical errors 
that do no lessen the value of the adver-
tisement. Ward Media LLC’s liability for 
other errors or omissions in connection 
with an advertisement is strictly limited 
to the publication of the advertisements 
in any subsequent issue. No monetary 
refunds will be given. For more informa-
tion call 509-548-5286.

Spread the News about 
your COMMUNITY 

EVENT online at
ncw.news/

leavenworthecho.com
cashmerevalleyrecord.com

lakechelanmirror.com
qcherald.comqcherald.com



   March 19, 2025B4

© 2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 41, No. 16

Just making and selling shoes isn’t 
enough to collect the gold needed 
to �ll a leprechaun’s pot. 
Leprechauns have to keep 
an eye on the costs of 
making fairy shoes, too.

Take a look at the cost 
of shoe supplies on 
this list.

How many 
shamrocks 

can you �nd 
on this page?

W

Their shoes wear out 
very quickly because 
fairies dance all night.

We make shoes 
for fairies! So, we are always busy making 

new shoes for them. And they pay 
us in gold—LOTS of gold!

           hat if the leprechaun spent more gold coins to make
              the shoes than he charged the fairies? He would run 
out of gold pretty quickly!

If it costs 7 gold coins for the 
supplies to make one pair of 
fairy shoes, what should the 
leprechaun charge so that 
he covers his costs and has 
some money left over to 
pay himself for his work 
to make the shoes?

Picking the right price is important. If the leprechaun 
charges too little, he will lose money. But if he charges 
too much, he will lose customers.

Use these worksheets to add up the costs of making each pair 
of shoes. Then �nd the di�erence between the costs and the 
selling price to determine the pro�t for each pair of shoes.

PROFIT: Money earned after 
the expenses are paid.

Add up the coins on each path that leads to the Leprechaun piggy bank. Which path has the most gold coins?

50 gold coins!? 
That’s way too 

expensive for me!

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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LEPRECHAUN
CUSTOMERS
PATRICK
LEGENDS
FAIRIES
PETALS
PROFIT
COSTS
SHOES
PRICE
NIGHT
GOLD
PAIR
BUSY
POT

LEPRECHAUN’S GOLDEN VOCABULARY WORD:

Pixie Prancers
TREE BARK ..............
DAISY PETALS .........
PINE NEEDLES .........
LILAC PETALS ..........

TOTAL COST:
PRICE:

PROFIT:

Pretty Petunias
TREE BARK ..............
DAISY PETALS .........
PINE NEEDLES .........
PETUNIA PETALS .....

TOTAL COST:
PRICE:

PROFIT:

Re�ned Rosies
TREE BARK ..............
DAISY PETALS .........
PINE NEEDLES .........
ROSE PETALS ..........

TOTAL COST:
PRICE:

PROFIT:

       round St. Patrick’s Day, you  
           will often hear legends  
    about leprechauns  
    and their pot of 
    gold at the end of the  
         rainbow. Have you  
           ever wondered  
           where they get 
           all of that gold?

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to 

locate information.

Numbers are 
useful every day. 
Look through the 

newspaper to find a 
number that tells each 

of the following:
An address
A price
A phone number
An age
A year

Math is 
GOLDEN!

The verb determine 
means to learn or find 

out exactly.

DETERMINE

Use the word determine in a 
sentence today when talking 
with your friends and family.

The number of coins he 
collects will determine 

what he can buy.

This week’s word:

I knew my luck would 
change the moment I 
picked up a beautiful 
four-leaf clover …
Finish this story.

Four-leaf 
Clover

By selling fairy shoes, 
Lily Leprechaun has earned 
a lot of golden lepre-coins 

(that’s Leprechaun money).

Work with a parent and help 
Lily count her money. You’ll 

need a RED, BLUE and 
GREEN crayon to circle the 

coins that add up to each 
amount. IMPORTANT: You 
can only circle each coin once, 
and when you’re done, every 

coin should be circled.

Circle in BLUE: 
$1.30 worth of Lepre-coins

Circle in RED: 
55¢ worth of Lepre-coins

Circle in GREEN: 
40¢ worth of Lepre-coins

Small, Large, Larger 
and Largest

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate 
information.

Find four numbers in today’s newspaper. Cut 
them out and glue them on a piece of paper in 
order from the smallest to the largest.

Standards Link: Follow simple written directions.

Draw lines between each pair of fairy shoes to make exact 
matches. Look carefully!

Fairy Shoe Sorter

ANSWER: When they are French fries!


