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Brewster Chamber hears grant opportunity, previews spring events

By Mike MALTAIS
Ward Media Staff Reporter

BREWSTER - Mason Duke,
Economic Development Specialist for
the Economic Alliance, was the guest
speaker at the Feb. 19 meeting of
the Brewster Chamber of Commerce.
Duke discussed the Okanogan Valley
Fund Grant, a funding opportunity
through the Community Foundation
for North Central Washington
(CFNCW) available to the Chamber
and other 501(c)3 nonprofits in the
county except for the Methow Valley.

“The grant application opened on
Feb. 1 and remains open through
March 15,” said Duke. “The minimum
award is $2,000 and it is not a project-
based grant.”

Duke explained that where many
grant sources ask for a well-thought-
out project as a prerequisite for
consideration, the CFNCW grant
is for organizational overhead and
sustainment.

“It is up to the Chamber how they
would allocate those funds,” said
Duke. “I would definitely recommend
applying.”

Vice President and Boys and Girls
Club (BBGC) Director Elizabeth
Shepard announced that the BBGC
is accepting registrations for spring
NFL Flag Football for ages five and
up. Teams will be co-ed and by ages.
Practice begins the week of March 24
with games on Saturday mornings
from April 12 through May 17

Shepard also outlined upcoming
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events from March through July 4,
starting with the Easter Egg Hunt at
the BBGC.

Start time will be at 10 am.,
Saturday, April 19, with different
starting points for age groups. The
Easter Bunny will be on hand for
pictures by donations. Shepard said
she will need 5-10 volunteers to
help fill the 10,000 eggs, hide them,
and clean up following the event.
Ideas are also under consideration
to encourage greater interaction
between city businesses and families.

The ninth annual Boys and Girls
Club Golf Tournament at Gamble
Sands is scheduled for April 21.

Shepard is seeking assistance and
ideas for Mother’s Day in May.

“I need to form a committee that

can help me come up with ideas
and ways to make this benefit all of
Brewster,” Shepard said.

The Chamber does not host a
Memorial Day event, but Shepard
requested volunteers to help put up
and take down American flags.

“The Legion (Columbia Post 97) is
always looking for help with that,”
Shepard said.

July 4 falls on a Friday this year “so
we can make that a weekend event,”
Shepard suggested. The remaining
details to resolve include:

* Whether to route the morning
parade down Seventh Avenue
to Columbia Cove Park or down
Main Street.

See BREWSTER CHAMBER Page B2
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Bridgeport council
addresses fire vehicle

replacements,

ambulance financing

By MIKe MALTAIS
Ward Media Staff Reporter

BRIDGEPORT -- Bridgeport’s
fire department is facing the
urgent need to replace two aging
emergency vehicles, a key issue at
the city council’s Feb. 19 meeting.
Officials are weighing repair costs
against replacement options, while
also exploring funding for a new
ambulance box through grants and
low-interest loans.

Fire and EMS Committee member
Zeke Martinez reported that a brush
truck, used for fighting fires in hard-
to-reach areas, was found to have
low cylinder compression, signaling
engine failure.

With a replacement engine costing
over $16,000, councilmembers will
weigh the feasibility of repairs
against purchasing a new vehicle,
though funding is not currently
budgeted.

The department is also adjusting
the 2025 budget to replace its 1998
command vehicle with a later model.
The seller has offered the city $2,000
for its current command vehicle.

The city originally budgeted $20,000
for anewer command vehicle. The city
submitted bids to three dealerships to
find one that came nearest the budget
allowance. A test drive and inspection
by city public works further narrowed
the choice. The new amount will be
nearly $28,000 to include acquisition
costs for the replacement.

Ambulance action

Councilmembers voted
unanimously to proceed with a grant
funding application to acquire a new
box for the city’s ambulance chassis.

Clerk/treasurer Judy Brown
explained that she is working with

See AMBULANCE Page B2

Douglas County Undersheriff Tyler Caille brought a District 5
ambulance to the December council meeting to demonstrate the
latest upgrades in current ambulance boxes.
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Students volunteer to support

Brewster-area Senior Center

By Mike MALTAIS
Ward Media Staff Reporter

BREWSTER - Students from
the Bridgeport and Pateros school
districts are volunteering their time
and skills to support maintenance
and improvement projects at the
Brewster-Bridgeport-Pateros Senior
Center. The initiative, announced at
the center’s Feb. 26 meeting, includes
painting, storage organization, and
repair work.

Center Treasurer Charlene Knox
connected with Bridgeport students
during the city council’s February
meeting, where high school junior
Luis Herrera-Sanchez, the council’s
student representative, asked if the
center needed assistance.

Knox invited the students for a
weekend project to paint one of the
Center’s interior walls that has been
on the maintenance to-do list since
2024.

In January, Knox reached out to
Pateros School Superintendent/
Principal Scotti Wiltse about

See STUDENTS Page B2
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From left, Building Committee
Chair Mike Mauk, Treasurer
Charlene Knox, Thrift Store
Committee Co-Chair Rose Holder,
and President Klair Lowrey
stand in front of the new 10’ x 16’
storage shed on its alley site along
the west side of the Senior Center.

OCCAC grant stalled as federal
funding freeze continues

By MIKe MaALTAIS
Ward Media Staff Reporter

OKANOGAN - A federal funding
freeze has stalled a $20 million EPA
grant intended for the Okanogan
County Community Action Council
(OCCAC), with no updates more than
a month after the halt was announced
on Jan. 27.

A fact sheet released during the
last week of February by OCCAC
said the EPA was working with the
nonprofit for the funds when the
freeze occurred.

“OCCAC has not heard from the
EPA since Jan. 24, when substantive
communications with EPA staff
stopped,” the fact sheet said.

The $20 million was part of a
larger $40 million federal package
championed by Senators Patty Murray
and Maria Cantwell, announced in

See OCCAC Page B2
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Rena Shawver is Executive
Director of the Okanogan County
Community Action Council.

Pateros council discusses regional drug enforcement efforts
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By MIKe MALTAIS
Ward Media Staff Reporter

PATEROS - At its Feb. 18 meeting,
the Pateros City Council discussed
regional drug enforcement efforts
of the North Central Washington
Narcotics Task Force (NCWNTF),
including concerns over funding and
staffing shortages. The discussion
came just one day before a federal
press release detailed the conviction
of a major drug trafficking leader tied
to an April 2023 raid in Oroville.

According to the release, the
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raids led to the seizure of more
than 161,000 fentanyl-laced pills—
including ‘Mexi-blues’ and rainbow-
colored pills—along with 80 pounds
of methamphetamine, six pounds of
heroin, two pounds of cocaine, and a
dozen firearms.

OnFeb.18, Pateros Councilmembers
Frank Herbert and Mike Harding
updated the city council on their
recent meeting with an NCWNTF
representative, discussing the
agency’s role, challenges, and funding
needs.

“To understand what their role is

A4 NCW News..
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within the area, their mission, and
how that works within other law
enforcement,” said Herbert. “Funding
is a critical component for them.”

Communities like Pateros
contribute annually to the NCWNTF.
The agency recently requested an
increase from $2,500 to $5,000, adding
to ongoing concerns about its funding
and staffing shortages.

Harding noted that NCWNTTF relies
on temporary volunteers from county
and city law enforcement agencies,

See PATEROS COUNCIL Page B2
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Get your event in the spotlight with Ward Media!

If you have an exciting event to share, email Reporter Quinn Propst at quinn@ward.media. We'll showcase the five most

captivating events of the week, giving your event the recognition it deserves. Even if your event isn't among the top five,

it will still be added to our events calendar and featured online. Don’t miss this chance to make your event shine!

Centennial Park  will
transform into a winter
wonderland from 12 p.m. to 9
p.m. on March 8 with Family
Snow Play Experiences,
including ski and snowboard
trials from Mission Ridge Ski &
Board Resort and snowshoeing
with  Wenatchee  River
Institute. Enjoy craft beer from
local breweries and food trucks
throughout the day. Live music
includes Pizza Party at 12 p.m.,
Bada Bings at 2:30 p.m., Inland
Beaches at 5 p.m., and King
Youngblood at 7:30 p.m. The
highlight is the annual rail jam
competition on Orondo Ave.
starting at 4:30 p.m., featuring
cash prizes up to $1,000. The
night concludes with an
awards ceremony at 8 p.m. This
year’s zero-waste initiative, in
partnership with Sustainable
NCW and Wenatchee Valley
Rotary, ensures proper waste
sorting and composting at food
vendors and breweries using
certified compostable supplies.

For more information,
please visit: https://www.
visitwenatchee.org/listing/
rails-ales

Get ready for a fun-filled,
creative afternoon at the free
Arts and Crafts event on
March 5 from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30
p.m. Hosted by the American
Dream Employment Network,
this hands-on event invites
you to unleash your creativity
with activities like adult
coloring, keychain making, and
much more! Whether youre
a seasoned crafter or just
looking to try something new,
this event is perfect for all skill
levels and open to everyone.
Don’t miss out on this exciting,
crafty experience!

For more details, visit Omak
Public Library.

Think you’'ve got what
it takes to be a Blackjack
champion? Prove your skills
at the thrilling Blackjack
Tournament on March 6 at 7
p-m. at 12 Tribes Casino! With
a $20 buy-in, you’ll compete
against other players in a high-
stakes showdown for a chance

to claim victory. Re-
gistration opens

at 4 p.m., giving

you plenty

of time to

prepare before

the cards are dealt

at 7 p.m. Don’t miss
your chance to test your
luck and strategy at this
exciting event!

For full tournament rules and
details, visit 12 Tribes Casino.

Join us at the Cider Press
on March 7 from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. for a fun and rewarding
experience. Come press your
own fresh cider and enjoy the
satisfaction of creating your
very own blend. As a special
treat, you’ll receive a FREE
glass jug to fill with the cider
you've crafted! It’s a fantastic
way to enjoy the process of
making your own delicious
beverage while soaking in the
sights and flavors of Manson.
Don’t miss out on this fun,
hands-on opportunity to take
home a taste of your hard
work!

For more details, visit:

THINGS TO DO

THIS WEEK

Manson Growers Cider Press
or call: 509-423-5911.

Unwind and recharge with
Yoga + Wine at Silver Bell
Winery on March 8 from
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Enjoy
a soothing 45-minute ALL-
LEVELS Yoga class, led by
a skilled instructor from
Yoga Uncorked Chelan. This
session is designed to help you
flow, breathe, and stretch your
way into relaxation, all while
sipping on delicious wine!
After your yoga practice, treat
yourself to a wine tasting
flight, enjoy a glass of your
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favorite selection, or share a
bottle with friends. Tickets
are limited, so be sure to sign
up at least 24 hours in advance
to secure your spot and ensure
the winery can meet its
minimum requirements. Bring
your own yoga mat (BYOYM)
and enjoy the class for just $20
per person—wine is separate,
but enjoy a 10% discount
on all bottle purchases.
CANCELLATION POLICY:
No refunds. A minimum of 24
hours’ notice is required to
reschedule into another event.

For more information
or to register, contact:
yogauncorked@gmail.com or
visit Eventbrite Registration.

Okanogan & Douglas County Sheriff,

Brewster Police Dept Report

This report is compiled from records provided by the Okanogan
& Douglas County Sheriff, Brewster Police Dept. The publisher
cannot certify the complete accuracy of the information

provided.
Douglas County
Feb 21

02:07:58 Alarm, 1300 Douglas
Ave, Bridgeport

11:30:30 Domestic Disturbance,
440 11th St, Bridgeport

15:44:25 Domestic Disturbance,
1105 Douglas Ave,Bridgeport

16:02:11 Welfare Check, 305 S
Central Ave, Waterville

Feb 22

12:43:05 Trespass, 1105 Douglas
Ave, Bridgeport

17:112:51 Civil, 800blk Columbia
Ave, Bridgeport

21:43:53 Weapons Violation,
2400blk Monroe Ave,
Bridgeport

2:23:55 Domestic Disturbance,
1222 Fairview Ave# 6,
Bridgeport

Feb 23

2:2355 Domestic Disturbance, 1222
Fairview Ave# 6, Bridgeport

16:23:26 Noise, 1820 Raymond
Ave, Bridgeport

18:13:06 Hazard, 2327 Rd A Nw,
Mansfield

20:49:03 Alarm, 125 Fir Ave,
Bridgeport

Feb 24
06:49:57 Assist Agency, Sr 173
Mp 7, Bridgeport

Feb 25

10:38:48 Cps/Aps Referral, 120
Pine St# 1, Bridgeport

11:21:13 Welfare Check, 120 Pine
St# 1, Bridgeport

Feb 26

12:23:34 Court Order Violation,
929 Maple St# 135,
Bridgeport

14:37:19 Scam, 106 Sunset Way,
Waterville

Feb 27

08:12:54 Graffiti, 811 Jefferson
Ave, Bridgeport

12:20:56 Harass/Threat, 384 Sr
173, Bridgeport

15:31:59 Cps/Aps Referral, 303
Eash St, Waterville

22:47.47 Parking/Abandon, 440
10th St, Bridgeport

Brewster Police Dept.
Feb 21

14:47:37 Harassment, Highway
97, Packing Station, Brewster,
Comments: Male Drove Rp To
Place Then Told Rp They Will
Hire Her Because Of Him

19:54:31 Suspicious, S Bridge St;
Alley, Brewster, Comments:
Veh Parked In The Alley
Behind The Res.

Feb 25

07:41:21 Assault, Highway
17,Area, Bridgeport
Comments: F Advd She Was
Dragged By The M.

Feb 26

19:22:55 Abdominal, W Indian
Av; Brewster, Comments: 62
Yom Abdominal Pain From
Kidney Stones

19:23:47 Burglary, E Ester Av,
Brewster, Comments: 30'S
Yo W M Walked In To Aunt
House, Took Phone And Left.

Okanogan Sheriff
Feb 21

14:38:23 Domestic Dispute,
Glenwood Ave, Riverside,
Comments: M At Loc, Wants
Him Removed

14:45:01 Citizen Assist, North
Star Rd, Brewster, Comments:
Rp Req Civil Stand-By To

WVC Foundation
accepting nominations
for 2025 Distinguished
Alumni award

NCW News
Ward Media

WENATCHEE - The
Wenatchee Valley College
Foundation is now accepting
nominations for its 2025
Distinguished Alumni
Award, continuing a tradition
established 50 years ago.

The annual award, created in
1975, recognizes WVC alumni
who have achieved notable
success in their professional
field, made significant
community  contributions,
and demonstrated personal
integrity.

Nominees must have
attended Wenatchee Valley
College for at least one year
to qualify. The foundation will
accept nominations submitted

through its online portal at
https://bit.ly/WVCDA until the
March 28 deadline.
Self-nominations are
permitted, and groups may be
considered for the award if all
members are WVC alumni.
Recent recipients include
clinical social worker Ricardo
Escobedo (2024), Omak
entrepreneur Dennis Carlton
(2023), community volunteer
Darrel Dickenson (2022),
Eastmont educator Jaime
Ramirez (2020), and NCW
Libraries executive director
Barbara Walters (2019).

Wenatchee Valley College
operates campuses in both
Wenatchee and Omak, serving
students across north central
Washington.
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Collect Belongings From Res.

23:02:06 Suspicious, Greenacres
Rd, Riverside, Comments:
Veh Pulled Into Rp Driveway,
Got Out, Locked It, And Then
Left On Foot.

Feb 22

13:52:09 Civil, Highway 153,
Pateros, Comments: Going To
Be Giving Tenant An Eviction
Notice Today And Is Wanting
A Witness.

14:14:57 Trespassing, Bill Shaw
Rd, Pateros, Comments:
Subjs In Gry Dodge Pu On
Rps Prope

18:01:01 Animal Abuse, Bill Shaw
Rd, Pateros, Comments:

3 Dogs Are In A Cage
Outside, Beilieves They've
Been Out There For Some
Time

Feb 23

03:24:56 Civil, Glenwood Ave,
Riverside, Comments: F Is
Throwing Rp's Belongings
Out Along Riverside Grade.

07:49:50 Trespassing, North Star
Rd, Brewster, Comments:
Looked At Security Footage
And Saw Her Dog Had Been
Barking, Heard A Banging
Noise. Looked In Corner Of
Property And Saw Footprints.

09:38:35 911 Abuse, Lavender
Lake Ln, Riverside, Wa
Comments: Young Child On
The Phone Mumbling And
Saying Mom.

20:43:38 Trespassing, Proctor Ln,
Riverside, Comments: Last
Night Rp Was Woken Up By
The Dog Barking, Rp Then
Heard Pounding On One Of
The Doors At The Res.

21:26:52 Burglary, Monse River
Rd, Brewster, Comments:
Someone Broke In To The
Res, Did Not Take Anything,
Damaged The Door, Cannot
Close Door.

Feb 24

S25-00904 08.07:43 02/24/25
Civil Johnson Creek Rd,
Riverside, Comments:

Homeless M Is Living On The

Property In An Old Camper

17:55:13 Animal Vicious, Black
Canyon Rd & Highway 153,
Pateros Comments: 25 Yof
Bit By A Dog On Upper Right
Thigh.

Feb 25

07:41:21 Assault, Highway
17,Area, Bridgeport,
Comments: F Advd She Was
Dragged By The M.

@eath

nnouncements

Sheryl Steelman

Sheryl Steelman, 84, of Brewster, Washington
passed away on February 22, 2025.
Barnes Chapel is handling the arrangements
for the family.

Pamela J. Kipp

Pamela ]. Kipp, 77, formerly of Winthrop,
Washington passed away in Chelan
Washington on February 24, 2025.
Precht Rose Chapel is handling the

arrangements for the family.
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NON-PROFIT VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT

MARCH 21 - 3:30PM-7PM

Chelan High School
215 Webster Ave, Chelan
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Meetings

Mondays

OkanoganCounty FairAdvisory
Committee: Second Monday,
6 p.m. Meetings are open to
the public. Okanogan County
Commissioners’ hearing
room, 123 N. Fifth Ave,
Okanogan.

Family and friends Support
Group: Third  Monday,
7-830 p.m. Grace Lutheran
Church, 1408 Washington
Street, Wenatchee. Contact:
509-860-3620, website at:
tcfwenatcheevalley.org

Tuesday

Okanogan County PUD: The
commission meets  the
second and fourth Tuesday
of the month a at 3 pm.
Information: okanoganpud.
org

Douglas County PUD meetings:
The commission meets the

first and third Tuesday of

the month at 130 pm. in
the East Wenatchee office.
Information: douglaspud.org
Survivors of Suicide Loss

Infant in King County identified as first Washington

By JACQUELYN JIMENEZ

RoMERO
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA - An infant in
King County was identified
as the first confirmed measles
case in Washington in 2025,
following increases in cases
in other parts of the United
States, county officials said.

There were three -cases
of measles in King County
last year. The new case was
confirmed on last Wednesday.
The infant is suspected to
have been exposed to measles
during recent travel abroad.

The infant is known to have
visited several public locations
prior to being diagnosed: the
Apple Store at Bellevue Square,

= ‘I'"T

Second
p.m.,
Church,
Street,

Support Group:

Tuesday, 7-8:30
Grace Lutheran
1408 Washington
Wenatchee. Contact: 509-
860-3620, website at:
tcfwenatcheevalley.org

Wednesday

American Legion Post #97:
Current members meetings
are on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesday of each month at
6 p.m. at the American Legion
Post in Brewster. Information:
Greg Wagg, 206-550-6474.

American Legion Auxiliary
#97: Meets the  first
Wednesday of each month, at
5 p.m. at the American Legion
Post in Brewster.

Brewster Chamber of
Commerce: Meets the third
Wednesday of each month at
12 p.m. at the Senior Center,
109 Bridge Street. Information
email: brewsterwachamber@
gmail.com

Death Cafe Chelan: Third
Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m., Chelan Public Library,
216 N. Emerson Street; and
5:30-6:30 p.m., Chelan Senior

Seattle Children’s Hospital
Emergency Department,
Allegro Pediatrics in Bothell,
and Northwest Asthma &
Allergy Center in Redmond.

All three medical facilities
are notifying patients who
may have been exposed and
providing information about
the exposure date and possible
symptoms. Symptoms for
those exposed would be likely
to appear between Feb. 27 to
Mar. 18.

Measles is a highly
contagious and potentially
severe air-borne disease.
Symptoms can include
fever, rash, cough, runny
nose, and red, watery eyes.
It can lead to ear infections,
diarrhea, pneumonia, brain

Local Regnonal

Community
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Center, 534 Trow Avenue,
Chelan. Contact: Concie
Luna at 509-630-2972 or Vita
Monteleone at monte419@
nwi.net.

TOPS® Chapter Paves the
Way to Healthy Lifestyle:
Weekly on Wednesdays,
10-11 am. TOPS® chapter
(weight loss support group)
meetings at Lake Chelan
United Methodist Church,
located at 206 N. Emerson
St. in Chelan. Attendees
should use the side entrance
of the church between the
Lake Chelan Health Express
Care Clinic and the church.
TOPS empowers people to
stop dieting and start creating
healthy, enjoyable lifestyle
habits that will work for them
over the long haul.

Thursdays

Brewster bus trips: OCTN takes
Brewster area residents to
Wenatchee, second Thursday
of the month. The bus starts
picking folks up at their
homes at 730 am. Riders
may request destination(s);
medical appointments etc. On

inflammation, or death.

“If one person has it, up to
9 out of 10 people nearby will
become infected if they are not
protected,” said Dr. Eric Chow,
a communicable disease chief
in King County.

The virus can remain in
the air for up to two hours
after someone with measles
leaves the area. Symptoms
can begin seven to 21 days
after initial exposure and can
spread among people even
before someone shows the
appearance of a rash.

Even healthy individuals
can have complications from
the disease, but high risk
populations include children
under the age of 5, adults over
20, pregnant people, and those

the third Thursday of each
month, riders will be taken
to Omak for the day. Riders
request their destination(s).
Wenatchee: $12/boarding for
General Public, $6 suggested
donation/day for Seniors (60
plus). Omak: $5.50/General
Public, $2.75 suggested
donation Seniors (60 plus).
(509) 826-4391 to reserve your
seat.

Chelan Cancer Support Group:
First Thursday, 11:30 am.-1
p.m. Lake Chelan Health
Hospital. Lunch (purchase
from hospital cafe) meeting
in Bragg Room. Meetings are
open to anyone impacted by
cancer. Including: patients,
survivors, caregivers, family
members and especially
those who are recently
diagnosed. It is also open to
folks wanting to learn ways
to support someone affected
by cancer. It's a place where
members can offer advice,
share coping strategies, and
build relationships along their
journey.  More info: Anne
Brooks, 509-682-8718.

Family Caregivers/Support

who are immunocompromised.

However, high rates of
vaccinations have Kkept the
risk to the general public low,
though there have been a
number of outbreaks in recent
years. At least 120 people have
been confirmed infected in
an ongoing outbreak in west
Texas. Officials there reported
the first death from the
outbreak, a school-aged child
who had not been vaccinated,
this week.

According to the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, two doses of the
measles, mumps and rubella
vaccine are 97% effective at
preventing measles and the
protection can last a lifetime.

The best way to prevent

Any non- profit 501(c)-(3) group, pers
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Group: Third Thursday, 10
am.-11:30 a.m., Lake Chelan
Chamber of Commerce,
Coldwell Banker Board
Room, 216 E. Woodin Avenue,
Chelan.

Other Events/meetings

Brewster Senior Meals:
The Senior Center serves
meals at noon on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Fridays.
Home delivered meals are
delivered those same days.
Call 509-689-2815 to reserve
meals. For those over age 60
$5. For those 60 and under
$12.

Senior Center Thrift Store: The
Brewster- Pateros-Bridgeport
Senior Center Thrift Store is
open Monday-Saturday, 10
am.-2 pm. They are also the
Brewster Visitor Information
Center and the Brewster
Chamber of Commerce
meeting room.

Brewster American Legion
events: Bingo every Thursday
night at 6 p.m. Open to the
public. Friday Steak Dinner
starts at 5 p.m,; Sunday 9 am.

orl(s) Must prowde full

name, city, phone number. Items pertaining to local events that
are free or minimum charge Garage and YarEfSa Ka =

to 12 p.m., order from the full
breakfast menu. Daily lunch
specials except for Mondays
and Saturday when they are
closed.

Chelan Valley Hope: Spring
Is On The Horizon - As the
cold weather slowly gives
way to warmer, sunnier days,
we are reminded that many
individuals continue to face
hardships, especially those
without shelter. Even as the
seasons change, the need
for support remains constant.
For those sleeping outside on
chilly nights, every gesture of
kindness makes a difference.
Your donations of canned or
prepackaged food, as well as
essential items like diapers,
baby wipes, and paper towels,
can provide vital assistance
to those in need. We invite
you to make a positive
impact in your community
today by dropping off your
contributions at our office
located at 417 S. Bradley St. in
Chelan. Together, we can help
those who need it most—
now and all year long. Info:
chelanvalleyhope.org

measles case of the year

measles is by staying up to date
with vaccinations, officials say.

Widespread immunity,
known as “herd immunity,”
prevents the rapid spread
of diseases within a large
population and requires
around 95% of people to be
vaccinated against measles.
If vaccination rates are lower
than that, it increases the risk
of larger and more frequent
outbreaks.

Parents are encouraged to
get their infants their first
vaccination around six to 11
months of age and to get their
second dose at age 4, instead
of waiting until the child is
enrolled at school.

In King County, it is
estimated that 87% of 2-year-

olds are up to date on their
first vaccine and 72% ages of
4-to-6-year-olds have received
both doses.

Those with a potential
exposure should call a clinic
and tell them you want to be
checked for measles, limit
your contact with others, and
wear a well-fitting mask if you
do need to go to a healthcare
facility to avoid the spread of
measles, officials say.

Washington State

Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com)
is part of States Newsroom,

a nonprofit news network
supported by grants and a
coalition of donors as a 501c(3)
public charity
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Five Pateros players earn CW1B All-League honors

ADDISON
HENTON

Addison Henton - All League First
Team

Second Team

Landon Bradley - All League

Washington state launches
Universal Online High School
and Beyond Plan platform

NCW News
Ward Media

OLYMPIA — The Office
of Superintendent of Public
Instruction (OSPI) has
announced the statewide
transition to a universal online
High School and Beyond Plan
(HSBP) platform, a move aimed
at standardizing career and
postsecondary planning for
Washington’s K-12 students.

The transition follows
a directive from the 2023
Legislature, requested by
State Superintendent Chris
Reykdal, to streamline the
planning process for students.
The HSBP is a graduation
requirement in Washington,
beginning in 7th grade, and
is designed to align students’
coursework with their career
interests and future training or
education plans.

Currently, school districts
across the state use more
than a dozen different HSBP
platforms, which vary in
available tools and resources.
The inconsistencies have
made it difficult for students
to maintain continuity in their
planning if they move between
districts.

“The High School and

COURTESY OF OFFICE OF
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC
INSTRUCTION

State Superintendent
Chris Reykdal

Beyond Plan is a powerful
platform that guides students
to resources, course options,
and other tools in support
of their career and college
exploration,” Reykdal said.
“Every student needs a
postsecondary plan for their
success and the success of our
state.”

Statewide rollout
platform features

In May 2024, following a

and

competitive selection process,
OSPI chose SchooLinks as
the vendor for the universal
online tool. Beginning in the
2025-26 school year, students
in grades 7-12 will have annual
access to SchooLinks to help
them plan for postsecondary
pathways, including college,
apprenticeships, industry
certifications, military service,
internships, and on-the-job
training.

“Our goal for this project
is to ensure all Washington
students have access to
a platform that offers the
most comprehensive suite
of tools and resources, and
that provides real-time data
and information to students,
parents, guardians, and
counselors,” Reykdal said.

The SchooLinks platform
offers customizable tools
for setting and tracking
goals, planning coursework,
exploring careers, accessing
financial aid information,
and building résumés. It also
provides secure access for
families and educators while
maintaining high standards of
data privacy.

Implementation timeline

For the 2025-26 school year,
156 school districts, technical

STEVIE
SIMMONS

Stevie Simmons - All League First
Team and Defensive Team

Team

By MIKe MALTAIS
Ward Media Staff Reporter

PATEROS - Five Pateros
varsity basketball players have
been named to the Central
Washington 1B All-League
teams for the 2024-25 season.

Juniors Stevie Simmons,
Addison Henton, and Wrandie

Wrandie Bowen - All League First

7L

Zayne Ravenstein - All League

Second Team

Bowen were named to the Girls’
First Team, with Henton also
earning All-Defensive Team
honors. Freshman Zayne
Ravenstein earned Girls’ Second
Team honors, while senior
Landon Bradley was named to
the Boys’ Second Team.

The No. 8-seeded Nannies
will face top-ranked Neah

Bay at 2 p.m. on March 1 at
Mt. Tahoma High School.
The winner will advance to
the double-elimination round
in Spokane on March 6, while
the loser will enter single-
elimination play on March 5.

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or
michael@ward.media

Quad City Church Guide

BREWSTER * BRIDGEPORT * PATEROS
BREWSTER
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www.chcbrewster.com
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

\_ To place your Church information in the Guide call Ruth at 509-682-2213; email: ruth@ward.media _/

colleges, state-tribal education
compact schools, and charter
schools have committed to
implementing the SchooLinks
platform. These districts will
join 45 that adopted SchooLinks
in the 2024-25 school year.
The remaining districts will
transition to the platform in
the 2026-27 school year.

“'m grateful for our pilot
school districts’ participation
in the initial launch, and for
the Legislature’s investment
in supporting our students’

THREE RIVERS

= HOSPITAL

24-Hour Emergency Care
Family Practice C}inmc
Women's Health
Surgical Services
Laboratory & Radiclogy
Physical Therapy

(509) 689-2517

507 & 415 Hospital Way
Brewster

WESLE

FINANCIAL GROUP

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify:

isement. Wesley Financial Group; LLC (“WFG") and/or its aff
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice.of law o provide legal advice or lega
representation. Actual results depend on each client's distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed.

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare

We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

Call 1.855.717.4567

Hale Honeybells

The once a year citrus

Call 1-877-663-5544 to order item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H5YT85
*Only $34.99 (reg, $44:99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer. ia
_ IC: H5YT85

ensationl

34% SAVINGS &

INCLUDING SHIPPING

Y

Inogen

INOGEN®
PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-794-1675

ithin 30 days of purchase

In
wners or holders.

postsecondary success in
this way,” Reykdal said. “I'm
looking forward to building a
consistent statewide approach

to postsecondary planning.
Our students and families
will be well served by this
innovation.”

w
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just
a generator.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 888-518-9678 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
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® Free Pickup & Towing.
® Top Tax Deduction.

"\ Donate Your Vehicle
\9‘1! (877) 225-8568 to donate

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

877-225-8568 ivirurmms

While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. I you have any questions, please give us a call at (877) 225-8568

your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!
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A ten-year-old’'s big heart fuels Happy Letters Project

By CaroLINE MEENNA
Ward Media Intern

CASHMERE - What began
as a simple lesson in kindness
in a Cashmere preschool a
decade ago has blossomed
into a movement touching
lives across Washington state.
Happy Letters, the brainchild
of former preschool owner
Traci Pierson, encourages and
empowers children to spread
joy and support “to people who
could use a smile” through
colorful, hand-drawn letters.

“l started Happy Letters
in 2015.. to teach kids the
importance of giving back,”
says Pierson. Since then, Happy
Letters has become a 501c3 non-
profit, partnering with over
twenty schools and businesses
in the Wenatchee Valley.
Students of all ages create
uplifting letters, filled with
drawings and messages of hope.
The letters are then sent to the
likes of veterans, children’s
hospitals, cancer treatment
facilities, retirement homes, and
anyone in need of some cheer.

“As you grow older, you
will discover that you have
two hands: one for helping
yourself, the other for helping
others,” reads a quote from

Audrey Hepburn on the Happy
Letters website, reflecting
the organization’s ethos. And
Happy Letters is more than
just writing.

This year, inspired by
10-year-old Aviya Garcia, a
young Cashmere girl with a
passion for helping others,
the organization is launching
the Happy Letter Art Drive.
This initiative will provide
art supply packets to children
in foster care, offering them
a creative outlet and a sense
of connection. Aviya’s interest
in helping children in foster
care began a few years ago
when she explored the foster
process through a Washington
Department of Social and
Health Services intake.

“Happy Letters to me
means fun while helping my
community and brings joy to
other people,” says Aviya,
who enjoys art, drawing, and
cooking. “I just want to help
foster kids. I want them to
know that other people are
thinking about them and care
and love them.” She cites her
grandfather as a source of
inspiration, encouraging her
artistic talents.

“Aviya has such a big heart,”
says Pierson. “She came up

with the idea of making Happy
Letter Art Packets for children
in foster care, and we worked
together to make it happen.”

The drive follows the success
of last year’s effort led by
11-year-old Paelyn Lueondee
of Cashmere, which resulted
in well over a thousand Happy
Letters and hundreds of book
packets being donated to
children’s hospitals in Seattle
and Wenatchee.

The community has rallied
behind Aviya’s initiative,
with schools, businesses, and
individuals eager to contribute.
Donation drop-off locations for
art supplies have been set up
in Cashmere and Wenatchee.

Looking to the future,
Pierson envisions Happy
Letters expanding statewide
and beyond. “We want
to continue growing and
spreading kindness wherever
we can,” she shares. “Happy
Letters is about connections.
My hope is that no matter
how big we grow, we always
maintain that personal,
heartfelt touch that makes
each letter special.”

How to Get Involved:
e Make Happy Letters:
Teachers and schools

interested in participating
can contact Traci Pierson
at  makehappyletters@
gmail.com.

* Donate Art Supplies:
Anyone can drop off new
art supplies at designated
locations in Cashmere:
the library, That Pizza
Place, and Weeds Cafe; in
Wenatchee at Blue Spoon.

* Donate Funds: Visit make
happyletters.org to make
a financial contribution or
to view the organization’s
Amazon Wishlist.

* Volunteer: Contact make
happyletters@gmail.com
to join the Happy Letters
volunteer team.

Happy Letters is a testament
to the power of children’s
empathy and the impact a
simple act of kindness can
have. Through their colorful
creations and  heartfelt
messages, these young letter
writers, like Aviya, are making
the world a little brighter, one
Happy Letter at a time.

Caroline Menna is an intern
for Ward Media and a senior
at Cascade High School, where
she serves as Editor-in-Chief
of the school’s Publications
Group.

COURTESY OF KATYA GARCIA

Ten-year-old Aviya Garcia displays a completed Happy
Letter. Garcia initiated and helped Happy Letters’ founder
Traci Pierson develop a project encouraging local children
to create artwork and messages of joy for children in foster

care.

Ferguson proposes

By JAKE GOLDSTEIN-STREET

aND BiLL Lucia
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA - Washington
Gov. Bob Ferguson has a plan
for about $7 billion in budget
cuts, but he and Democrats in
the Legislature have a ways to
go before they solve a shortfall
that may be more than double
that size.

The governor presented
$4 billion in new reductions
on Thursday and said he
supports another $3 billion
in savings former Gov. Jay
Inslee proposed in December.
This scrub is Ferguson’s
first step in addressing an
operating budget deficit that
Democratic lawmakers say is
roughly $12 billion over the
next four years. Ferguson
pegged the number higher, at
$15 billion.

Thatleavesagap somewhere
in the ballpark of $5 billion
to $8 billion that would need
to be closed with reductions,
spending delays, or new tax
collections. An updated state
revenue forecast expected in
March could either help or
hurt that outlook.

Washington’s current two-
year budget is around $70
billion.

Ferguson outlined his
blueprint in a press conference
Thursday. It includes one
furlough day per month for
most state workers and
eliminating about 1,000 full-
time employees through
cutting vacant or new
positions, attrition and other
means.

To what degree state
lawmakers will embrace his
proposals remains to be seen.

Lead Democrats in the
Legislature have already
indicated that they believe
new taxes or tax increases will
be necessary.

Ferguson has avoided saying
what tax proposals he might
support. And on Thursday he
said it’s still too soon for that
conversation. He noted the
upcoming revenue forecast
could affect those discussions.

“Our energy’s been focused
entirely on this process, which
is time-consuming and a lot of
decisions being made to get
that $4 billion, to put it mildly,”
he said.

He added: “We’re not going
to tax our way out of this thing.
Not going to happen.”

But the Senate’s lead budget
writer, Sen. June Robinson, D-
Everett, said cuts alone “will
not allow us to sustain the
services Washingtonians rely
on.”

“Our job is to take a balanced
approach — one that ensures
critical services remain strong

and communities have the
support they need,” she said
in a statement after the press
conference. “To truly meet the
needs of the people we serve,
we must make thoughtful
reductions and consider
progressive revenue options
that ensure fairness and long-
term stability.”

The governor downplayed
the potential for any clash
between him and lawmakers
at this point.

“They’re doing their own
work, right, just like they
know we’re doing our own,”
he said. “I think it’s too soon to
say whether we’re lined up or
opposed, or there’s daylight or
there’s not daylight.”

“They know the reductions
that we’re proposing, the
dollar amounts, and there’s a
lot of time ahead of us to come
together,” he added.

If the Legislature is to wrap
up its session as scheduled
on April 27, that time would
amount to about 59 days.

Ferguson said he was
giving staff a 24-hour break,
and then going back to work
to find more savings. He said
the budget-combing process
so far has made him “feel
more encouraged” that the
Legislature will be able to
wrap up the budget on time.

The cuts

Public education and public
safety agencies, like the
Department of Corrections
and Washington State Patrol,
are immune from Ferguson’s
cuts, according to the
governor’s office. He also said
investments in homelessness
and housing assistance would
be maintained.

And he said he planned to
honor pay hikes in collective
bargaining agreements with
the state’s public employees.
But $300 million in savings
would come from the one-day-
a-month furloughs for the next
two years. Some employees,
like state troopers and prison
staff, would be exempt.

Ferguson’s plan triggered
pushback from the Washington
Federation of State Employees,
which represents thousands of
state workers.

“There is still time for our
elected officials to do the
right thing and reject harmful
cuts, facility closures, and
employee furloughs by asking
the rich to pay their fair
share,” the union’s president,
Mike Yestramski, said in a
statement.

The budget leader for the
state Senate Republicans also
expressed concern about the
furloughs but for different
reasons.

“This plan sends a message

$4B in cuts to Washington state budget

to taxpayers: public servants
will receive higher pay using
$4 billion more of your tax
dollars, and in return, you
will receive 12 fewer days of
service from them each year
for two years,” state Sen. Chris
Gildon, R-Puyallup, said in a
statement.

At the dawn of his
administration, Ferguson
asked most agencies to find
6% budget cuts in a scramble
for $4 billion in savings. He
requested 3% cuts from four-
year universities. Agencies
had to submit these proposals
by Feb. 6.

The cuts he rolled out on
Thursday slice across state

government.
They include $90 million
from temporarily closing

unused wards at the Western
State psychiatric hospital in
Lakewood, $4 million from
shuttering a unit at the
Special Commitment Center
on McNeil Island for people
convicted of sex offenses, and
another $4 million from ending
a pandemic-era lease on an
unused state Department of
Health warehouse.

Ferguson is also calling
for cutting agency spending
by 50% on out-of-state travel,
25% on in-state travel and
10% on equipment and other
purchases. In December, Inslee
directed state agencies to
freeze “most non-discretionary
and non-essential” hiring,
service contracts, purchasing
and employee travel.

The Democratic governor
has described further
taxes to balance the budget
as a last resort, and he has
been especially dubious of
the so-called wealth tax his
predecessor recommended.
Democrats in the Legislature
have been much more open to
new taxes.

In the first two months of the
legislative session, Democrats
have floated a variety of tax
proposals, including taxes on
cigarettes, storage units and
gun and ammunition sales.

Lawmakers will also surely
discuss the wealth tax on
bonds, stocks and other assets.
A version Inslee proposed —
a 1% tax on an individual’s
wealth above $100 million
— could generate about $10
billion in the next four years.
But it’s widely expected the
tax would face legal challenges
and it would take time for the
state to set it up.

A payroll tax on big
businesses, similar to Seatte’s
JumpStart tax, is another
option Democrats have floated.

Gildon said Republicans
would be happy to help the
governor find more cuts to
stave off new taxes.

Converging tracks

Republicans blame
Democrats’ spending for the
state’s financial woes and
say new taxes or tax hikes
are unnecessary. Democrats
have controlled both chambers
of the Legislature and the
governor’s office for about
seven years.

“It’sreally just amasquerade
of their reckless spending and

financial irresponsibility,”
state Rep. Chris Corry, R-
Yakima, told reporters

Tuesday. “There’s no other
way to put it. We’'ve been
warning them for years that
you cannot continue to spend
more money than you take in.”

House Majority Leader Joe
Fitzgibbon, D-West Seattle,
said in a statement Thursday
that many of the governor’s
recommendations  overlap
with Democratic legislators’
ideas, and that lawmakers will
consider other new savings
Ferguson might propose.

He acknowledged that
lawmakers and the governor
have been working in parallel
on budget issues. “I think
we’re about at the point where
those tracks converge,” he said
Wednesday.

Senate Majority Leader
Jamie Pedersen, D-Seattle,
emphasized that legislative
Democrats have, separate
from the governor, been going
through the budget line-by-line

for three months. He reiterated
that they are basing their
work on the roughly $12 billion
shortfall estimate.

Pedersen noted that pay
raises for state employees are
a significant chunk of what’s
contributing to that total. Buthe
also said higher compensation
for state workers is necessary
to attract and retain them at a
time when living costs are up.

On Thursday, the governor’s
office shared figures showing
that recently negotiated
collective bargaining
agreements  with state
employees, and related pay
increases for non-union
workers, contribute around
$3.7 billion to the state’s
expected budget gap. The
agreements include general

COURTESY OF BILL LUCIA/WASHINGTON STATE STANDARD

pay hikes of 5% over two years.

Ferguson’s budget director,
K.D. Chapman-See, explained
that around $12 billion of the
estimated shortfall is driven by
“maintenance level” spending
— what’s needed to keep
existing programs and services
going. Revenue isn’t growing
fast enough to keep pace.

“It is really pretty across-
the-board where we saw some
pretty substantial increases,”
she said.

Washington State

Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com)
is part of States Newsroom,

a nonprofit news network
supported by grants and a
coalition of donors as a 501c(3)
public charity.

Gov. Bob Ferguson speaks to reporters at the state Capitol
on Feb. 27, 2025 about his plans to cut state spending by
about $4 billion over four years.
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Senate passes Goehner bill to expand local housing options

NCW News
Ward Media

OLYMPIA — Sen. Keith
Goehner’s work to give
counties more options for
promoting affordable housing
received a big boost last
Wednesday when the Senate
gave overwhelming bipartisan
support to Senate Bill 5471.

The legislation would allow
counties to authorize at least
one “middle housing” unit on
every parcel zoned for single-
family homes within urban
growth areas.

“Since

the Growth

Management Act (GMA) was
enacted decades ago, the state
has typically gone too far in
limiting local government’s
ability to authorize the
construction of more homes,”
said Goehner, R-Dryden.
“We should be empowering
the private sector to create
housing solutions, because
builders are ready to build—
and this bill would give them
the flexibility to do so0.”

His legislation would expand
local housing options by
allowing duplexes, triplexes,
townhomes, and other types
of “middle housing” in urban

growth areas, whether
incorporated or not, where
housing shortages are most
pressing.

Goehner said his county-
focused measure aligns with
a 2023 law requiring cities to
increase housing diversity
in traditionally single-family
neighborhoods.

“The GMA was originally
designed to manage growth,
but over time, it has imposed
too many restrictions
that have stifled housing
development in high-demand
areas,” Goehner added. “This
bill would ease those barriers

while maintaining protections
for rural communities.”

The bill, Goehner’s first
to pass since he became a
senator this year, received a
unanimous vote.

“When introducing legis-
lation, we don’t know which of
our bills will end up being the
first to reach the Senate floor.
It’s nice that the first bill of mine
to get through the Senate could
end up helping a family realize
the American dream of home
ownership,” Goehner said.

SB 5471 now moves
to the House for further
consideration.

Legendary bands Three Dog Night,
Little River Band to play Wenatchee

NCW News
Ward Media

WENATCHEE— Iconic
rock bands Three Dog Night
and Little River Band will
bring decades of classic hits
to Town Toyota Center in
Wenatchee on June 12. The
two groups, known for their
enduring popularity and multi-
generational appeal, have
collectively scored 34 Top 40
hits.

Between 1969 and 1976,
Three Dog Night became one
of America’s most successful
bands, dominating the pop,
rock, and R&B charts. The
group produced 21 hit singles—
including 11 Top 10 hits—and

earned 12 consecutive gold
albums. By 1977, they had sold
over 50 million records and
helped define the rise of arena
rock.

Founded by Danny Hutton,
the band became known for
its dynamic covers of songs
by renowned artists like Elton
John, Laura Nyro, Randy
Newman, and Paul Williams.
Their biggest hits include
“One,” “Mama Told Me (Not
to Come),” “Joy to the World,”
and “Black and White.”

Still performing more than
75 concerts a year, Three
Dog Night continues to draw
enthusiastic audiences across
generations. Their music
remains a staple on radio,

TV, and streaming platforms,
selling over a million copies in
the past decade.

Little River Band, known
for its smooth harmonies
and melodic rock sound,
found widespread success in
the 1970s and 1980s. Eagles
founding member Glenn Frey
once called them “the best
singing band in the world.”

The band is best known
for timeless hits like
“Reminiscing,” “Cool Change,”
“Lonesome Loser,” and “Take
It Easy on Me.” With more
than 36 million records sold,
they were the first band to
achieve Top 10 hits for six
consecutive years.

According to BMI, their

hit “Reminiscing” remains
one of the most-played songs
in American radio history,
surpassing 6 million airplays,
while “Lady” follows closely
behind with 5 million plays.
The band continues to tour
extensively, performing 90
to 100 shows annually and
attracting fans of all ages.

Tickets for the June 12
concert at Town Toyota Center
go on sale March 7 at 10 am.
Fans can purchase them online
at www.towntoyotacenter.com
or by calling 509-667-7847.

For more information

on the bands, visit www.
threedognight.com and www.
littleriverband.com.

OCCAC

Continued from page Al

a Dec. 12, 2024, media release
from Murray’s office. The funds
were to be shared between
OCCAC and the Yakama
Nation. However, on Jan. 24,
substantive communications
between OCCAC and the EPA
stopped, and the freeze was
announced days later.

Murray (D-WA) serves
as Chair of the Senate
Appropriations Committee,

and Cantwell (D-WA) heads
the Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science, and
Transportation. The media
release said the money is part
of nearly $40 million divided
between the OCCAC and the
Yakama Nation.

When contacted by The

Quad early last January about
its largest-ever grant, OCCAC
Executive Director Rena
Shawver confirmed the media
release from Murray’s office.
Then, with what proved later to
be prescient caution, Shawver
added that the actual funds
had not yet been received by
her nonprofit, so she deferred
further comment until such
time as that occurred. Later
that month, the freeze was
announced.

Without the grant, OCCAC
warns that essential services—
ranging from food assistance
to affordable housing—could
face severe setbacks. The
nonprofit remains hopeful
the funds will be restored but
acknowledges the risk of losing
critical community resources,
including:

* Expanded services to
develop affordable housing.

* Three daycare classrooms
for children.

* Home repair,
weatherization, and
residential solar services.

* Disaster relief for first
responders and displaced
residents.

* Event and classroom space
for job training, education,
and community use.

e Support for victims of
domestic abuse, those
without housing, veterans
and their families, and
other vulnerable residents.

Between 2022 and 2025,
OCCAC has provided $9 million
in emergency food assistance,
$3.5 million in housing aid, and
$3 million in veterans’ services.
Additional programs include

$1.7 million for low-income
energy assistance, $1.5 million
for home weatherization, and
$450,000 from the Community
Service Block Grant.

Before it closed its doors last
August, the Pateros Brewster
Community Resource Center
worked with OCCEC and
provided it with south county
office space where low-income
families received food, rental,
and utility assistance.

Okanogan County’s poverty
rate exceeds 20 percent—twice
the state average—with 30
percent of households relying
on OCCAC services. The
funding freeze puts -critical
resources for these residents
at risk.

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or
michael@ward.media

COURTESY OF WASHINGTON STATE SENATE
Sen. Keith Goehner, R-Dryden

Pateros council
Continued from page Al

many of which are already
short-staffed. “They have to
borrow from other agencies
that do not want to give up
their people to begin with,”
he said. “It’s a tough job for
them.”

Mayor Kelly Hook, who has
served in law enforcement for
28 years in Okanogan County,
noted that the NCWNTF
has shrunk significantly due
to funding cuts. “The task
force used to have at least
10 officers,” Hook said. “Now
they’re down to three.”

“Our area has an overdose
rate that is 30 percent higher
than the state average,” said
Herbert. “They (NCWNTF)
are playing Wac-A-Mole trying
to contain drug flow coming
here from down south as a
staging point to go to native

reservations of other states,”

As Acting United States
Attorney Richard R. Barker,
one of the prosecutors in
the case noted in the media
release: “Many of these drugs
were destined for Native
American communities...
between the Colville Indian
Reservation in Washington to
the Crow Indian Reservation
in Montana.”

The NCWNTF worked
alongside the Bureau of Indian
Affairs Division of Drug
Enforcement and the Drug
Enforcement Administration.
Additional support came from
the U.S. Marshals Service,
U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, the Okanogan
County Sheriff’s Office, and
the Colville and Kalispel Tribal
Police Departments.

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or
michael@ward.media

Brewster Chamber
Continued from page Al

* A better PA system. Last
year, spectators could
not hear when the Legion
stopped or the National
Anthem.

* A parade entry fee for
non-Chamber members
to generate revenue and
encourage membership.

« Coordinating food and craft
vendors at the park.

e Tables and chairs for

diners, Apple bins for
garbage.

* High school fundraiser
dinners similar to the
Pateros Apple Pie
Jamboree.

» Partner with the school for
an art walk.

* Colorrun, 3-on-3 basketball,
corn hole tournament, and
kids’ games.

» Raffle, silent auction, or
bake sale fundraisers.

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or
michael@ward.media

Students
Continued from page Al

involving woodshop students
in volunteer projects at the
center. After Wiltse approved

the request, Knox began
organizing schedules and
materials.

Woodshop students will

help organize the interior of
the center’s newly acquired 10’
x 16’ storage shed.

“We are looking at building
a rack system for the storage
building,” said Knox passing
around a photo and explaining
the design that will allow easy
access to individual storage
bins.

“If you want a bin on the
bottom, you do not have to
unload the other bins sitting
on top of it,” said Knox. “It just

slides out.”

A fenced area next to the
shed will be added to hold
drop-off items.

A second older storage space
attached to the main building
needs attention as well. The
metal roof has loose sections
that allow rainwater to enter.
The students will help clean
the interior and seal the roof.

“It’s a great opportunity for
us to work with the schools to
get some of the kids involved,”
said Center President Klair
Lowrey.

In other business:

* Discussions on new
property lines for
the parking area are

progressing with the
adjacent building owner.

« The center has secured
annual donations from

Brewster, Bridgeport, and
Pateros.

e The Dboard is still
considering security door
cameras.

submit
basic

* Members
suggestions

can
for

computer and smartphone
skills classes.
« Signups are open for $15,

"

MIKE MALTAIS/WARD MEDIA

15-minute massage chair
sessions starting March 11.

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or
michael@ward.media

MIKE MALTAIS/WARD MEDIA

The metal roof on the storage space attached Proposed interior shelving for the new

to the south side of the Center building needs

attention to stop water leaks.

storage shed will make individual bins

easily accessible.

Ambulance

Continued from page Al
Hagerty Consulting on possible
grant funding through USDA
Rural Development. While
a grant is not guaranteed,
Hagerty also can provide a 4.25
percent low interest loan as an
alternative.

A portion of city utility
bills—$3 to $4 per customer—
funds ambulance services.

With over $80,000 expected
in the fund by year’s end,
the city plans to use it as a
down payment on the new
ambulance box, with the
remainder financed through
either a grant or a low-interest
loan.

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or
michael@ward.media

BOGO
40% OFF

Minimum purchase of 4

Your Entire Purchase
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your bath
with a walk-in tub

888-710-1265 SCHEDULE A FREE

IN-HOME CONSULTATION

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Offers valid thru 3/31/25
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PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advartis-

ing in this nawspaper

i5 subject w0 the Foir Bl
Housing Act, which L Tl
makes it dlegal 1o advertise “amy
preference, imitation or discrimina-
tion based on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial status or na-
tional origin, or an intention to malke
any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.” This newspaper will
not knowingly accept any advertis-
ing for real estate that is in violation
of the lew. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD at 1-B00-669-9777.
The number for hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

CORRECTIONS: Ward Media LLC shall
be responsible for corrections to adver-
tisements on the first publication only.
The advertiser will be responsible for
the corrections made thereafter. Ward
Media LLC shall not be responsible for
slight changes or typographical errors
that do no lessen the value of the adver-
tisement. Ward Media LLC'’s liability for
other errors or omissions in connection
with an advertisement is strictly limited
to the publication of the advertisements
in any subsequent issue. No monetary
refunds will be given. For more informa-
tion call 509-548-5286.

T
W
WARD MEDIA

o

Miscellaneous

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter. the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & amp;
Military Discounts.
Call 1-888-360-1582.

We Buy Houses for
Cash AS IS!

No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call. get cash offer and
get paid.

Get your fair cash offer
today by calling
Liz Buys Houses:
1-888-720-3848

Announcements

Lost & Found

g

Huckleberry
Was found deceased on
Apple Acres Road. less

than a mile from his
home.

His collar and tags had
been removed.
SEEKING ANY

INFORMATION/TIP
LEADING TO WHO HAS
THE COLLAR & TAGS.
WE WOULD LIKE THEM

RETURNED.
Substantial Reward
Offered.
(509) 682-0131
Avemariadover@gmail.com

WNPA Releases RFP
for New Website
Development:

The Washington
Newspaper Publishers
Association is accepting
proposals for
development of a new
website. Email
execdirector@wnpa.com
for the RFP
requirements.

Prepare for power
outages with
Briggs & Stratton;
PowerProtect(TM)
standby generators - the
most powerful home
standby generators
available.
Industry-leading
comprehensive warranty
- 7 years ($849 value.)
Proudly made in the
U.S.A. Call
Briggs & Stratton
1-888-358-4047.

ssifi

Miscellaneous

Help Wanted

We buy 8,000 cars a
week.
Sell your old. busted or
junk car with no hoops.
haggles or headaches.
Sell your car to Peddle.
Easy three step process.
Instant offer.
Free pickup.
Fast payment.
Call 1-888-684-5494

DIRECTV-

All your entertainment.
Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and
get your first three
months of Max.
Paramount+. Showtime.
Starz. MGM+ and
Cinemax included.
Choice package
$84.99/mo.

Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV
1-888-492-3055

WE ARE
HIRING

Learn more online at
cityofleavenworth.com/
employment

The City of Leavenworth
is an equal opportunity
employer (EOE)

General Interest

rral W
cen T
i

4 N\ E
o G20
“Qjat

Resolve Conflict Now!
509-521-6441
NCWMediation.net

Employment

Help Wanted

PUD No. 1 of Okanogan
County is seeking to fill
the Director of Finance,
Accounting and
Administration position
headquartered in our
Okanogan office.
Please see
www.okanoganpud.org
for job description.
requirements and submit
application with resume.
Okanogan PUD is an
equal opportunity

AN

School District is
seeking qualified
applicants for the
following position:

Bus Drivers

Paid Training
Benefits and PTO
Please call Lori Duncan
@ (509) 548-6039 for
more information.

Fast Track application
process and information
can be found on our
website at
www.cascadesed.org
EOE

clas
or call 509-293-6780

Public Notices

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF KING
In re the Estate of:

ANN LOUISE KITTERMAN,
Deceased.

Case No. 25-4-00150-1 SEA
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.010 et seq.

Linda Kitterman has been
appointed and have qualified as
Personal Representative of the
above captioned estate. Any
person having a claim against the
Decedent must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations. present the claim in the
manner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or mailing
to the Personal Representative or
the Personal Representative's
attorney at the address stated
below. a copy of the claim and
filing the original of the claim with
the court. The claim must be
presented within the later of: (1)
Thirty days after the Personal
Representative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor as
provided under RCW 11.40.020(3);
or (2) four months after the date of
first publication of the notice. If the
claim is not presented within this
time frame. the claim is forever
barred, except as otherwise
provided in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is effective as
to claims against both
Decedent's probate
nonprobate assets.

DATED: February 12, 2025
FIRST PUBLICATION:
February 19, 2025
Katherine L. Marrs,
WSBA No. 52680
Attorney  for
Representative
Address for Mailing or Service:
BROTHERS & HENDERSON,
P.S.

936 North 34th Street, Suite 200
Seattle, Washington 98103
Published in the Quad City Herald on
February 19, 26. March 5, 2025
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Email your Classifieds &

Legal Notices to;
sifiedsi@ward.media

Public Notices

CITY OF PATEROS REQUEST
FOR QUALIFICATIONS
The City of Pateros is inviting
statements of qualifications from
consulting firms to  provide
professional engineering and/or
survey services related to drinking
water, wastewater, stormwater,
and streets/transportation utilities
and related work. Services may

include  engineering  planning.
reports. environmental reviews,
funding applications and

assistance, project designs. survey
services, permitting, construction
administration and inspection. rate
studies. and other work as
directed. Projects may be funded
by agencies and programs such as
the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) Program with
federal funds provided by the US
Department of Housing and Urban
Development. the Drinking Water
State Revolving Fund (DWSRF),
USDA-Rural Development.
Washington State Department of
Ecology. Washington State
Transportation Improvement Board
(TIB). FEMA. Washington State
Recreation and  Conservation
Office. and other State and Federal
funding programs. As a result. a
number of state and federal equal
opportunity and affirmative action
requirements will apply. The City of
Pateros is an Equal Opportunity
and Affirmative Action Employer
and encourages minority and
women owned firms to submit
statements of qualification. SOQs
will be evaluated and a consultant
selected based on expertise and
familiarity with Pateros’s utility
infrastructure systems.

A digital copy of the SOQ must be
submitted to the City of Pateros no
later than: 6:00 PM, Thursday,
April 14, 2025. Statements of
Qualifications should be emailed
to: City of Pateros Attn:

Jord Wilson,

jwilson@pateros.us or mailed to
PO Box 8. Pateros, WA 98846.
Published in the Quad City Herald on
March 5, 12, 2025. #9491

N EWS

NCW

Discover the heart of North Central
Washington with NCW News -
your premier source for
local stories, insights, and
community updates.

Stay informed, stay connected.

provider and employer. https://Incw.news/
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What Do You Know?

Do you know the answers to these
questions? If not, find them on today’s
Kid Scoop°® page!

THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE

Get puzzle answers, recipes and more at
www.kidscoop.com

© 2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor  Jeff Schinkel, Graphics  Vol. 41, No. 14

1. Where did Jane dream of going when
'\“t N“ﬁlﬂ- ,:’””””ﬁ “When I was she was a cild?
10 years old
and I said ...
| want to
go to Africa
and write
Dr. Jane Goodall was the first person to study chimpanzees in books about 2. Whatisthe name ofJane’sfavorit toy?
the wild! She learned many new things about chimpanzees. animals! ... everybody
. . laughed at me. Girls
It A“ Started Wlth Readll'lg couldn’t dream of 3. What did Jane see chimpanzees use?
Jane loved to read. Two books Jane read as a child / doing that.”

names of these books? Circle every other letter.

Jane kept dreaming. And then worked hard to make

led her to dream of going to Africa. What are the £
/ her dream come true.

DORWDLONOP
LSIVIYTNLME

—
- - - - = - = - - [ 3 L E J

Arriving in Africa

In July 1960, at the age of 26, Jane
was finally able to travel to Africa.

4, What did chimpanzees use rocks for?

@B AKRL/ She got a job studying
chimpanzees in the country
JAWNC highlighted on the map.
I _____ ; ?:::?&,cso:aent‘:fiiscover the 5. Name one of the books Jane love to

read as a child.

Look for these books in your local
library and discover what young Jane
found so interesting about them.

Standards Link: Language Arts: Follow simple written directions.

Naming the Animals

Before Jane, chimps were each
given a number. Jane was
different. She gave the chimps
names based on their appearance
or personalities. For example, she
named the chimpanzee that first
approached her David Greybeard
because he had a gray chin.

Use the letters found on each correct

path to discover the name Jane gave
each chimpanzee.

~a -] NBJ

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension:
Recall answers in text.

Fallow Dr. Jane linndalll

.. I_...!. . a2t
Dr. Jane Goodall has spent much of her
later years protecting chimpanzees and

Jane observed a chimp using a
of grass as a tool.

She also saw chimps

Standards Link: Language Arts: Read a variety of genres (biography).

picture or word:
e Of a tree or plant

* Of a place where you
can find nature in

There are different things living in
different areas; identify weather.

MEDHA PARTMER

W

« After school events & activities
« Check out books, comics, movies, & more

W,

WARD MEDIA

« Britannica Library
= Stream books, comics, movies, & more

/ M — I preserving the habitats of animals
Jane S Dlscovery - = :*.= s 1 %cyaflg‘r,ll;g?wuel?tt throughout the world.
\ Bﬂ?'ace the J ane was the first scientist to see Look through the She be!{ie\;)eg Itcll1at t:z\{érybod)lldhaﬁ]thje
missing words. chimpanzees make and use newspaper to find a Eg\(l)vglﬁn;iltu tae ,SEROS{SV\ggh(-)O t.f ane

program helps young people care for
others and the planet. With a parent,

BLADE The chimp put the grass into a found in your visit rootsandshoots.org.

. . Standards Link: Science: Understand
termite to catch community different life forms thrive in different habitats.
termites to eat. - Thatﬂcllescrg)es the

weather today

FREE DOWNLOAD:

% e leaves from your community KL& SCOO
twigs to make a tool. And « Of an animal you :
she chimpanzees. . '\ can find in your TQO\CMQT
use rocks to crack N - community Atﬁv&j ?O\d‘:'w
open nuts. ' Standards Link: Science:

With hundreds of topics, every
Kid Scoop’ printable activity pack

® features six-to-seven pages of
Kld scw nﬂlmle high-interest extra learning
R P“ZZIer - “ouhle word search activities for home and
\“hen Jane was young, she had a favorite toy. It was a CHILD Find the words by looking up, :;molléggégog{‘free
stuffed chimpanzee. Use the code to discover down, backwards, forwards, pletocayat
this toy’s name. ey CHIMPS sideways and diagonally. kidscoop.com/activity-pages/
EII:TEAM ERTAEMQMTIV
FIRST LDOZTRAVEL - Kid Scoop
oceo®® FIRST SN Il vochBULARY
- - BUILDERS .\
CINIKLODRY This week’s word:
= NUMBER GHXEVSWLED OBSERVE
@ ROCKS The noun observe means
@ SEE RCIJWEETIBE to watch closely.
TOOL EKPMBEUWME Jane Goodall spent years
@ observing chimpanzees in
(I]]) TRAVEL Y ZLNPKRTUR their native environment.
TREE WOFIRSTHNT Try to use the word observe
G TRUE in a sentence today when
ink: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical talking with your friends
WILD \?vggg?éﬁnl{ :r:(d Iécgn rea?:iing c Rgé5| Engng Sanércns'. and family members.

- AT YOUR LIBRARY NCWLIBRARIES.ORG
« Storytimes « Free homework help




