
By Taylor Caldwell
Ward Media Staff Reporter

WENATCHEE – After receiving 
public comment and recommenda-
tions from the Planning Commission, 
the Board of Chelan County Com-
missioners (BOCC) formally adopted 
changes to the short-term rental 
(STR) code on Feb. 18.

Last year, the BOCC tasked the 
Planning Commission with review-
ing portions of the short-term rental 
code, which was originally adopted 
in 2021. 

Of these considerations, the Plan-
ning Commission was asked to con-
sider whether children 24 months 
and younger should be included in 
occupancy counts. STR owners were 
supportive of this change, which 
would align with the occupancy stan-
dards of booking platforms. The com-
missioners decided to leave the code 
as is, which counts children in occu-
pancy rates, regardless of age.

Commissioners agreed to maintain 
the same percentages of maximum 
number of short-term rentals allowed 
in designated areas, with the Manson 

area lowered from nine to six percent 
at the request of the Manson Com-
munity Council.

Under the new updates, property 
owners will need an initial inspec-
tion of new short-term rentals by 
the Chelan County Fire Marshal’s 
office, rather than an applicable fire 
district. While self-inspections for 
health and safety are encouraged 
annually, the updated code now re-
quires that Fire and Life Safety In-
spections are performed every other 
year by the office.

Parking standards were updated to 

require that the number of vehicles 
allowed at short-term rental must 
include any boats, trailers, campers, 
personal watercraft or other similar 
vehicles. Additionally, short-term 
rentals will be allowed to park in set-
backs, in alignment with homes that 
are not short-term rentals, as long 
as they provide proof of two parking 
spaces outside of the setback.

Signage verbiage was updated to 
clarify the intent of the code. Signs 
must be all-weather, permanent-
ly posted, and include the permit 
number and phone number of a quali-

fied person or local contact who can 
be on-site in 60 minutes.

Lastly, code surrounding annual 
renewal payment updated to include 
a schedule of renewal application 
acceptance and late fees. Applica-
tions are accepted between Sept. 1 
and Oct. 31. Between Nov. 1 and Nov. 
30, applicants must pay a late fee of 
twice the permit fee in addition to 
the renewal fee, with the permit fee 
tripling between Dec. 1 and Dec. 31.

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276 or 
taylor@ward.media
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By Mike Maltais
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CHELAN –The city council ad-
dressed its agriculture-based short-
term rental (STR) code at its Feb. 11 
meeting to bring the city in alignment 
with legislation enacted by the state 
in 2023.

House bill 1337 relative to accessory 
dwelling units (ADUs) was passed in 
July 2023 and is now state law under 
RCW 36.70A.680.

In response to a housing affordabil-
ity crisis the new state law addresses 

the shortage in communities in need of 
more rental housing across the income 
spectrum. 

“Many cities dedicate the majority 
of residentially zoned land to single 
detached houses that are increasing-
ly financially out of reach for many 
households,” the bill’s notes said. 

“Due to their smaller size, accessory 
dwelling units can provide a more af-
fordable housing option in those sin-
gle-family zones.”

Community Development Director 
John Ajax reported on recommenda-
tions from the planning commission 

following a January public hearing. 
The goal is to rework the code to 
include home stay options inside the 
special use district (SUD) that the 
current code does not allow.

“The whole point of our SUD is to 
promote these sorts of uses in our 
commercial and mixed-use zones,” 
said Ajaz. 

“Our ag tourism code does not work 
for this so we wanted to put this back 
in to make sure we are fulfilling that 
comprehensive plan need.”

A stipulation requires a minimum 
lot size of five acres with an onsite 

agriculture component. The USDA 
defines a working farm as one that can 
demonstrate the ability to produce a 
crop of $2,000 a year from fully estab-
lished agriculture. 

“We are looking at uses like vine-
yards and orchards and not a quick 
turnaround where someone plants hay 
overnight,” said Ajax. “It has to be 
fully established and productive.”

Ajax illustrated several theoretical 
examples of SUD options including:

•	 A 10-acre lot would allow one STR 
along with an ADU. It would include 
an option to subdivide and split the lot.

•	 Current code inside an SUD (no 
STR) - A 10-acre lot in either of the 
Gateway units north and south of the 
city, one house and one ADU. Subdi-
viding would allow up to 10 lots requir-
ing 50 percent in open space or active 
agriculture.

“You could have one ADU currently 
on each of those lots so a potential 
of 20 dwellings,” said Ajax. “In 2026 
be allowed to have a second ADU, so 
potentially 30 structures on 10 acres 
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Chelan County Commissioners finalize short-term rental code changes

Chelan addresses state mandate on 
accessory dwelling units

Current Gateways SUD would allow up to 10 lots and a 
potential of 20 dwellings.

A 10 acre lot would allow one house and one accessory 
dwelling unit. 

Higher density in the Lord Acres area would permit up to 30 lots 
with a lower 20 percent open space requirement.

COURTESY OF THE CITY OF CHELAN

Point in Time Count shows 
mixed picture of homelessness 
in Chelan, Douglas counties
NCW News / Ward Media

WENATCHEE – The 2025 Point in 
Time Count for Chelan and Douglas 
counties showed fewer people living 
unsheltered but more utilizing emer-
gency shelters and temporary housing 
services.

The annual count, conducted on 
January 30, documented 104 unshel-
tered individuals, a decrease of 37 
people from the previous year’s count 
of 141. 

The sheltered population rose by 64 
people, with 405 individuals staying in 
emergency shelters, RV Safe Parks, 
transitional housing, or emergency 
hotel/motel voucher programs.

“Data collected during the Point in 
Time Count is intended to be a snap-
shot of homelessness on this one night 
in our community,” said Madison 
Calloway, coordinator of the Chelan 
County Homeless Program. “The PIT 
Count helps to measure and monitor 
trends and changes in homelessness 
on local and national levels.”

COURTESY OF CHELAN COUNTY 
Joshua Mathena of the City of Wenatchee and Chyvonna Torres of the Chelan-
Douglas Community Action Council conduct outreach during the 2025 Point 
in Time Count, surveying individuals living in RVs in Wenatchee on January 
30. The annual count showed 27 people living in RVs across Chelan and 
Douglas counties.

Taste Chelan returns for 
month-long celebration 
of wine and food

COURTESY OF LAKE CHELAN WINE ALLIANCE 
Lake Chelan Wine Valley’s signature food and wine event, Taste Chelan, will 
Celebrate the region’s best wine and culinary offerings throughout the month 

of March.  SEE STORY ON PAGE A3 See PIT COUNT Page A2

See  DWELLING UNITS Page B2
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Get your event in the spotlight with Ward Media!
If you have an exciting event to share, email Reporter Quinn Propst at quinn@ward.media. We’ll showcase the five most 
captivating events of the week, giving your event the recognition it deserves. Even if your event isn’t among the top five, 
it will still be added to our events calendar and featured online. Don’t miss this chance to make your event shine! 5 

things to do
this week

Cirque Kalabante: 
Strength, Spirit, Spectacle

Join us at the Numerica 
Performing Arts Center on 
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 7:30 p.m. 
– 9:30 p.m. for Cirque Kala-
bante. Afrique en Cirque is a 
show by Yamoussa Bangoura, 
inspired by daily life in Guinea. 
This performance shares the 
beauty, youth, and artistry 
of African culture. A colorful 
show beyond its scenery, cos-
tumes, and staging, it makes 
any theatre vibrate with 
energy and represents the 
strength, agility, and life’s joy 
of young Africans. The audi-
ence will see acrobats execute 
gravity-defying moves and 
human pyramids, accompanied 
by the contemporary sound of 
live Afro-Jazz, percussion, and 
kora. Welcome to the universe 
of Kalabanté Productions, and 
prepare for an unforgettable 
journey. 

Numerica Performing Arts 
Center 123 N Wenatchee Ave, 
Wenatchee 

For more information, visit 
https://numericapac.org/ 

Tipsy Canyon Winery 
with Live Music:  
Virgil Eagle

Tipsy Canyon Winery can’t 
wait to bring you another night 
of award winning wines and 
live music featuring, Virgil 

Eagle on Thursday, February 
27 at 4 p.m. – 6 p.m.

The ever-kilted Virgil, has 
been playing music for as long 
as he can remember, growing 
up in a family where music 
brought them together. Over 
the years he’s played with small 
ensembles as a guest artist, in-
cluding with his daughter, local 
performer Elaine. Summer 
2021, he performed with local 
band No Promises before 
forming Whisky Trail at the 
end of the year with friends, 
Brent and Chris. Four months, 
later the band was honored to 
be awarded 2022 Wenatchee 
World’s Best Band, followed 
by a second World’s Best Band 
for 2023. Enjoy classic rock 
covers from Whisky Trail’s 
lead singer.

Tipsy Canyon Winery, 270 Up-
per Joe Creek Rd Manson 

For more information, 
visit https://tipsycanyon.
com/upcoming-event/live-
music-virgil-eagle/ or contact 
509-741-5501 

Red Barn Event: Cotton-
woods - Unlocking Our 
Rivers’ Histories

Join us Thursday, Febru-
ary 27, 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. for a 
hybrid event at Wenatchee 
River Institute’s Red Barn 347 
Division Street, Leavenworth 
or livestream via our YouTube 
Channel 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
for a community social 
with beer and wine 
available for pur-
chase. The pre-
sentation will 
start at 7:00 p.m.

This presenta-
tion, partnered with the 
Wenatchee Valley chapter of 
the Native Plant Society and 
the Pacific Northwest chapter 
of the Society of Wetland Sci-
entists, is all about the river 
specialists called cottonwoods. 
We’ll talk about how these 
trees evolved and what they 
can tell us about a river’s 
history and diversity. Stream-
ing link: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=rAYduajgr7M

For more information, visit 
jschaub@wenatcheeriverinsti-
tute.org 509-548-0181, ext. 5

Winthrop Washington’s 
28th Annual Air Balloon 
Roundup 

The skies over Winthrop 
brighten with the brilliant 
colors of hot air balloons. 
This 3-day (Friday, Feb. 28 – 
Sunday, Mar 2) Hot Air Balloon 
Roundup is an incredible sight 
to see. Watch as hot air bal-
loons fly over the old western 
town of Winthrop framed by 
the snow-capped mountains of 
the North Cascades.

VIEWING THE BALLOONS: 
The balloons are scheduled to 

launch during each of the three 
mornings of this event, but the 
weather will determine if the 
balloons can launch. Consider 
extending your stay to ensure 
being able to see the balloons 
take flight. Arrive around 6:45 
a.m. behind The Winthrop Inn 
and Abbycreek Inn (located on 
Hwy 20 at the south end of 
Winthrop, 960/1006 Highway 
20). The balloons begin inflat-
ing for launch at 7:00 a.m. and 
generally stay up in the air 
until about 9:00 a.m.

All events are weather 
permitting. Each morning at 
6:45 a.m, the balloons decide 
whether to fly based on current 
weather conditions. 

For more information for 
parking, event schedules, 
and RSVP’s, visit https://win-
thropwashington.com/event/
balloon-roundup/

Mountain Music Series: 
Live Music with the 
Bandits of the Animal 
Kingdom

Come experience the vibe of 
live music on the mountain in 
the Hampton Lodge on Satur-
day, March 1 from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. Take a break from 
your night turns, or just head 
up for a night of good music, 
dancing, food, and drinks at 
a higher elevation. The action 
goes down on the Ka Wham 
Cafe side of the lodge but can 
also be enjoyed from the Chair 
5 Pub. Mountain Music Series 
nights are free and are all-ages 
events. 

Location - Mission Ridge Ski 
Area 7500 Mission Ridge Road 
Wenatchee

For more information, visit 
missionridge.com  
(509) 663-6543
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Letter to the Editor
Reader appreciates 
Ruby U program

I just wanted to express 
to your readers what a gift 
Ruby U gave to our commu-
nity last night with a presen-
tation by Rich Beausoleil of 
the WA Department of Fish 
and Wildlife. With the assis-
tance of Milo, his beautiful, 
audience-friendly Karelian 
Bear Dog (vital member of the 
Cougar management team), 
Rich explained the habits 
and lifestyle of a world-class 

animal: the Mountain Lion 
(aka Cougar). Cougars are our 
neighbors, and we can co-
exist safely with them.

I now know what to do if I 
meet one out on a trail, I know 
how to prevent my chickens 
from being a cougar lunch, I 
know what to do if I find one 
in my tree. 

Thanks Ruby U and Rich 
for an amazing and helpful 
evening!

Marianne Patton
Chelan

NCW News / Ward Media

WENATCHEE – Regional 
writers have less than two 
weeks remaining to submit 
entries for the 2025 Write On 
The River Writers Competi-
tion. The annual contest, now 
in its 16th year, offers $1,200 
in prize money to be shared 
among six winners.

The competition, hosted 
in partnership with the 
Wenatchee Valley Museum and 
Cultural Center, welcomes both 
fiction and nonfiction entries 
up to 1,000 words. Submis-
sions can be complete works or 
opening pages of longer pieces, 
including novels, short stories, 
flash fiction, essays, memoirs, 
or humor writing.

Eligibility is restricted to 
writers residing east of the 
Cascades, with an exception for 
Write On The River members 
who live elsewhere in Wash-
ington state. Out-of-state sub-
missions will not be considered.

All entries must follow spe-
cific formatting requirements: 
double-spaced, 12-point Times 
New Roman font with one-inch 
margins, submitted as PDF 
files. Manuscripts should not 
include the author’s name but 
must display the title, page 
numbers, and genre designa-
tion (‘F’ for fiction or ‘N’ for 
nonfiction) on the first page.

The entry fee is $20 per sub-
mission. Writers can opt for 
three written critiques of their 
work for an additional $20. 
While multiple entries are per-
mitted, participants can only 
win one prize per category.

Competition directors and 
judges are ineligible to win 
prizes in categories they are 
judging. The contest accepts 
prose entries only, with sep-
arate poetry competitions 
planned for later in 2025.

For complete guidelines and 
submission details, writers can 
visit wvmcc.org or writeon-
theriver.org.

SUBSCRIBE NOW!
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SUBSCRIPTION FOR ONLY

After March 1 the rate
increases to $50

(509) 293-6780

131 S. Apple Blossom Dr, Unit 109
Lake Chelan, WA 98816
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45$

Don’t wait—scan QR Code and save!
Offer ends on February 28, 2025.

Write On The River 
contest deadline nears 
for regional authors

The survey found that 88 
of the unsheltered individu-
als identified as chronically 
homeless, while 46 reported 
experiencing homelessness for 
the first time. Demographics 
showed most surveyed indi-
viduals were white (63 people) 
and male (61 people), with an 
average age of 47 years.

Housing and economic 
factors emerged as leading 
contributors to homelessness, 
with 24 people each citing job 
loss/unemployment and evic-
tion/loss of housing as causes. 
Health-related issues also af-
fected housing status, with 15 
people reporting mental illness 
and nine each attributing their 
situation to physical illness and 
substance use.

The count’s expanded reach 
this year included participa-
tion from fifteen agencies and 
covered previously under-
served rural areas. “We had 
a great turnout of outreach 
volunteers and agencies par-
ticipating this year,” Calloway 
said. “This allowed us to target 
the more rural areas that we 
had not been able to target in 
previous years, and contributed 
to the event’s overall success.”

Among those surveyed, 66 
expressed willingness to stay 
in shelters if space was avail-
able, while 48 declined shelter 
options. 

The most common reasons 
for avoiding shelters included 
feeling unsafe (9 responses), in-
ability to bring pets (7 respons-
es), and concerns about storage 
availability or overcrowding (4 
responses each).

The survey also revealed 
that 104 of the individuals were 
unemployed, with 12 reporting 
part-time work and one person 
in full-time employment. 

For income sources, 20 people 
reported receiving Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI), while 
11 each received Social Security 
Disability Insurance (SSDI) or 
other forms of assistance.

The count was conducted 
across both counties, with re-
source events held at Light-
house Christian Ministries 
in Wenatchee, Chelan Valley 
HOPE, and Upper Valley MEND 
locations. 

The data will be used to plan 
services and identify gaps in 
the region’s homelessness as-
sistance system.

COURTESY OF CHELAN COUNTY 
Outreach workers Mathena and Torres document an outdoor 
living site during the Point in Time Count. The 2025 survey found 
42 people living outdoors in locations not meant for habitation, 
part of the total 104 unsheltered individuals counted across the 
two-county region.

PIT Count
Continued from page A1

Cirque Kalabante
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Meetings

Monday
American Legion #108: First 

Monday, 7 p.m., Manson 
Parks & Recreation Building, 
142 Pedio St. Contact: Norm 
Manly, 509-293-0225.

Manson Grange Youth Fairs 
Program: Third Monday, 6 
p.m., Manson Grange Build-
ing, youth 5th-8th grade. 
Contact: Norm Manly,  
509-293-0225.

Family and friends Support 
Group: Third Monday, 
7-8:30 p.m., Grace Lutheran 
Church, 1408 Washington 
Street, Wenatchee. Contact:  
509-860-3620

Tuesday
Manson Community Council: 

Third Tuesday, 6 p.m., Manson 
Parks Department, 142 Pedi 
St. In person or JOIN ZOOM 
MEETING: Meeting ID: 865 
5396 3012, Passcode: 98831: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
86553963012?pwd=feCLUlQk
f3Z2TgEGDFvVaCEHpFI6AB.1

Survivors of Suicide Loss 
Support Group: Second 
Tuesday, 7-8:30 p.m., 
Grace Lutheran Church, 
1408 Washington Street, 
Wenatchee. Contact: 509-
860-3620, website at:  
tcfwenatcheevalley.org

Lake Chelan Health Hospi-
tal board meeting: Fourth 
Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., board 
room at Lake Chelan Health, 
110 S. Apple Blossom Drive. 
in person or via the internet. 
Agenda, login information: 
lakechelanhealth.org

Manson Grange: Fourth 
Tuesday, 5 p.m., Manson 
Grange Hall on Wapato 
Way. Contact: Norm Manly,  
509-293-0225.

Wednesday
TOPS® Chapter Paves the Way 

to Healthy Lifestyle: Weekly 
on Wednesdays, 10-11 a.m. 
TOPS® chapter (weight loss 
support group) meetings at 
Lake Chelan United Method-
ist Church, located at 206 
N. Emerson St. Attendees 
should use the side entrance 
of the church between the 
Lake Chelan Health Express 
Care Clinic and the church. 
TOPS empowers people to 
stop dieting and start creat-
ing healthy, enjoyable life-
style habits that will work for 
them over the long haul.

Manson Fire Dept. Board of 
Commissioners: Second 
Wednesday, 3:30 p.m., Station 
#51 - 250 West Manson 
Blvd., Manson. Meetings are 
in person. Contact: Reggie 
Trusel, Administrative Assis-
tant, 509-687-3222. Agenda at  
mansonfire.org

Chelan Fire & Rescue Board 
of Commissioners: Third 
Wednesday, 3 p.m., Station 
#71, 232 E. Wapato Ave., 
Chelan. Meetings are in 
person and are held via 
ZOOM you can follow the 
link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/87284665516. Meeting 
ID: Meeting ID: 872 8466 
5516 or dial +1 253 215 8782/ 
Contact: Misty Fifield, Admin-
istrative Assistant, 509-682-
4476. Agenda at chelan7.com

Death Cafe Chelan: Third 
Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., Chelan Public 
Library, 216 N. Emerson 
Street. Contact: Concie 
Luna or Vita Monteleone at  
monte419@nwi.net.

Thursday
Lake Chelan Lions Club: First 

and Third Thursdays, 9 a.m., 
Manson Parks Building, 142 
Pedoi St. 

Chelan Cancer Support Group: 
First Thursday, 11:30 a.m.-1 
p.m., Lake Chelan Health 
Hospital. Lunch (purchase 
from hospital cafe)/meeting 
in Bragg Room. Meetings are 
open to anyone impacted by 
cancer. Including: patients, 
survivors, caregivers, family 
members and especially 
those who are recently di-
agnosed. It is also open to 
folks wanting to learn ways 
to support someone affect-
ed by cancer. It’s a place 
where members can offer 
advice, share coping strat-
egies, and build relation-
ships along their journey. 
More info: Anne Brooks,  
509-682-8718.

Free Blood Pressure Checks: 
Chelan Valley Community 
Nurse program provide free, 
bi-weekly (Thursday, March 
6) blood pressure checks to 
everyone in the valley, 11:15 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., Chelan Senior 
Center, 534 E. Trow Avenue, 
Chelan. For info: Catharine at 
509-679-9059, email: chel-
anvalleycommunitynurse@
gmail.com. You will be pro-
vided a wallet size record 
card to share with your physi-
cian if desired.

Family Caregivers/Support 
Group: Third Thursday, 10 
a.m.-11:30 a.m., Lake Chelan 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Coldwell Banker Board 
Room, 216 E. Woodin Avenue, 
Chelan.

Saturday
VFW #6853 Post Coffee/

Donuts, Every Saturday, 9-11 
a.m., 427 S. Bradley Street, 
donuts, coffee and conver-
sation.

Other Events
Lake Chelan Lions Club Sham-

rock Shuffle will be Satur-
day, March 15, (same day as 
Top Dog Parade). Walk, Stroll 
or Run in this fundraiser for 
Diabetes. Registration day of 
at Riverwalk Park Shelter 8:30 
to 9:30 a.m. Pre Register: lake-
chelanlions.org Shamrock 
Shuffle. Adults $25 (19 and 
older) receive a kelly green 
beanie and 2025 shamrock 
pin; Youth $15 (7-18) receive a 
kelly green beanie and 2025 
shamrock pin; Kids: 6 and 
under. A beanie and pin may 
be purchased for $6 for kids 
6 and under. If you have par-
ticipated before and still have 
your beanie bring it with you 
and get a 2025 pin. Event 
begins at 9:30 a.m. Partici-
pants will leave Riverwalk 
Park and will cross the Old 
Bridge and take the River-
walk trail to the boat launch, 
then up the hill towards the 
Chelan River Gorge. The 
halfway mark is at the end of 
the pavement at the Gorge 

Road. Participants will turn 
around there and take the 
same route back to the start-
ing point. Supporters are: 
Lake Chelan Health Foun-
dation, Erik Nelson/Edward 
Jones, Whaley’s General 
Store, Local Myth Pizza and 
Endless Orchards Cider. 

Chelan Valley Hope: As the 
winter temperatures in 
Chelan and surrounding 
areas drop, our warming 
station is here to support 
those in need. When temper-
atures reach 20°F or below, 
we open our doors from 9 
p.m. to 9 a.m. to provide a 
safe, warm space for indi-
viduals who are unhoused or 
unsheltered during extreme 
weather. Stay updated on 
warming station hours by fol-
lowing us on Facebook or In-
stagram. Your awareness and 
support make a difference in 
keeping our community safe 
and warm this winter. Info: 
chelanvalleyhope.org

SAIL Exercise Classes: SAIL 
(Stay Active & Independent 
for Life) fitness classes are 
offered at Chelan Senior 
Center on Monday and 
Wednesday, 1:15 p.m. Evening 
SAIL classes are Monday 
and Thursday evenings, 5:30 
p.m., Chelan Senior Center. 
SAIL classes are offered to 
residents of Heritage Heights 
Assisted Living on Mondays 
and Fridays at 2 p.m.

Chelan Senior Meals: Served 
at Chelan Senior Center, 534 
E. Trow Avenue, Monday-
Friday. Suggested donation 
for seniors over age 60 is $5. 
Fee for persons under age 
60 is $12. Call 509-888-4440 
to reserve meals 24 hours 
in advance. For information 
about Home Delivered Meals 
call 509-470-0522. Visit their 
website at www.octn.org. 
Follow them on Facebook. 

Food Bank food distribution: 
Lake Chelan Food Bank 
food giveaway Saturday and 
Tuesday, 9 - 10 a.m. Drive 
through distribution at 417 
S. Bradley Street. Families 
are limited to one box per 
week. Information: lakech-
elanfoodbank.org Non per-
ishable food donations may 
be dropped off at the Lake 
Chelan Mirror office, 131 
Apple Blossom Drive, Suite 
109 (Chelan Business Center).

Household hazardous waste 
drop off: Chelan County 
Moderate Risk Waste Fa-
cility on Highway 97A in 
Wenatchee. Open the first 
Saturday of the month, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Open Tuesday 
through Friday at the same 
hours. Free service to Chelan 
County residents. For the 
list of items that the facility 
does, and does not accept, 
go to https://www.co.chelan.
wa.us/solid-waste-manage-
ment/pages/household-
hazardous-wastes.

Any non-profit 501(c)-(3) group, 
person(s). Must provide: full name, 
city, phone number. Items pertain-
ing to local events that are free or 
minimum charge. Garage and 
Yard Sale Ads are paid events.  
To submit info call 509-682-2213 or 
email:ruth@ward.media

Local, Regional Community  
News & Events

Chelan County Sheriff Report
February 14
05:30:57 Accident Unk, SR 150 MP 

11, CHELAN, WA
06:11:15 Accident No Inj, BOYD RD 

& PURTTEMAN GULCH
07:41:58 Welfare Check, 301 E 

WOODIN AVE; CHELAN
09:46:20 Noise, 222 WAPATO WAY; 

WINEGIRL
11:30:16 Alarm, 4010 SR 150, 

MANSON, WA
11:47:43 Harass/Threat, 2031 W 

TERRACE AVE, CHELAN
15:14:40 Harass/Threat, 215 W 

WEBSTER AVE; CHELAN
15:50:14 Malicious Misch, 414 E 

WOODIN AVE, CHELAN
16:13:58 Accident No Inj, 10BLK 

CHELAN FALLS RD, CHELAN
18:01:44 Traffic Offense, WILL-

MORTH DR & us HWY 97A
23:09:24 Alarm, 85 GRACE LN, 

CHELAN, WA

February 15
01:12:31 Trespass, 455 WAPATO 

LAKE RD; 12 TRI
9:28:28 Welfare Check, 12 DIET-

RICH RD, CHELAN, WA
12:52:52 Atl/Atc, 405 S CLIFFORD 

ST, CHELAN
13:51:06 Hazard, 205 CRESCENT 

ST, CHELAN
16:37:09 Hazard, 2000BLK FIRST 

CREEK RD 
18:01:28 Hazard, 2500 FIRST 

CREEK RD, CHELAN
20:35:51 Warrant, US HWY 97A & 

STONERIDGE ST EN

February 16
2:35:41 Noise, 2312 W WOODIN 

AVE;BEST WE
11:13:58 Traffic Offense, SR 150 MP 

4, MANSON, WA
13:50:27 Assist Agency, 9925 BELL 

DR, ENTIAT, WA
14:14:14 911, 100 N APPLE 

BLOSSOM DR; O

16:03:39 Welfare Check, 14903 
BURKEY ST, ENTIAT

17:42:41 Traffic Offense, US HWY 
97A & STONERIDGE ST

20:26:26 Suspicious, 1045 IVAN 
MORSE RD, MANSON

February 17
0:06:14 911, 214 BARKLEY RD, 

MANSON, WA

2:57:21 Disturbance, 2790 FIRST 
CREEK RD, CHELAN

9:23:06 Hazard, 2595 FIRST CREEK 
RD, CHELAN

11:57:53 Drugs, 275 BOYD LOOP 
RD, CHELAN

13:29:47 Noise, 703 BOETZKES 
AVE, MANSON

15:31:00 Civil, 11250 ENTIAT RIVER 
RD, ENTIAT 

February 18
11:50:43 Malicious Misch, 157 

WAPATO WAY; MANSON

15:37:40 Civil, 14912 BURKEY ST, 
ENTIAT

17:07:05 911, 2312 W WOODIN AVE; 
BEST WE

17:14:00 Domestic Distur, 711 E 
WAPATO AVE\\# 1, CHELAN 

17:26:56 Suspicious, 123 N APPLE 

BLOSSOM DR

February 19
8:49:10 Suspicious, ENTIAT RIVER 

RD & CRUM CAN

12:26:21 Accident No Inj, 455 
WAPATO LAKE RD; 12 TRI

1214:11:28 Warrant, 300 WASH-
INGTON ST; CHELAN

16:05:18 Theft, 100 COLUMBIA 
VIEW RD, CHELAN 

12:32:02 Hazard, 6000BLK APPLE 
ACRES RD

22:47:11 Dui, 103 BIGHORN WAY; 
LAKE CHELAN 

February 20
5:24:23 Hazard, ENTIAT RIVER RD 

MP

8:33:47 Assist Public, 420 E TROW 
AVE, CHELAN

9:45:03 Scam, 317 HIGHPOINT PL, 
CHELAN

18:57:31 Theft, 108 N APPLE 
BLOSSOM DR;

20:09:29 Dui, N BRADLEY ST & 
SHORT RD,

21:56:30 Traffic Offense, 455 
WAPATO LAKE RD; 12 TRIB

WE’RE HIRING!

EARN UP TO $13K WHILE MAKING 
THE BEST SUMMER MEMORIES!

JOIN THE TEAM!

Grab your friends and apply NOW!

Jerry Rex Faught

Jerry Rex Faught, 85, of Manson, Washington 
passed away on February 16, 2025. 

Precht Rose Chapel is handling the arrangements 
for the family. 

Lake Chelan Mirror 
Ward Media

CHELAN – Taste Chelan, 
Lake Chelan Wine Valley’s sig-
nature food and wine event, 
returns this March for a month-
long celebration of the region’s 
acclaimed wines and culinary 
offerings.

Every Saturday throughout 
the month, participating winer-
ies will feature expertly curated 
wine and food pairings, high-
lighting the diverse flavors of 
the Lake Chelan Wine Valley. 
Local chefs and winemakers 
have collaborated to create 
unique pairings that showcase 
the valley’s award-winning 
wines alongside thoughtfully 
prepared bites.

“We are excited to once again 
bring Taste Chelan to life, offer-

ing visitors and locals an oppor-
tunity to experience the best of 
our region’s wine and culinary 
scene,” said Renea Roberts, 
director of community en-
gagement for the Lake Chelan 
Wine Alliance. “This event is 
the perfect way to explore our 
valley while indulging in ex-
pertly crafted pairings.”

Taste Chelan tickets include 
curated tastings at four select 
wineries, a bonus fifth tasting 
stop at one of two designated 
locations, a Taste Chelan gift 
bag, and exclusive discounts at 
participating venues.

The event welcomes both 
seasoned wine enthusiasts 
and first-time visitors, offering 
a vibrant and immersive way 
to experience one of Washing-
ton’s most picturesque wine 
destinations.

Tickets are available now at 
tastechelan.com. For updates 
and pairing previews, follow @
lakechelanwinevalley on social 
media.

The Lake Chelan Wine Alli-
ance is a nonprofit membership 
organization dedicated to pro-
moting and supporting the re-
gion’s wine industry. Through 
marketing, events, and part-
nerships, the alliance connects 
visitors with the unique story 
of Lake Chelan’s wine commu-
nity, fostering growth and rec-
ognition for the valley’s winer-
ies and vineyards.

COURTESY OF LAKE CHELAN WINE ALLIANCE 
Every Saturday in March, participating wineries will feature 
currated wine and food pairings.

COURTESY OF LAKE CHELAN 
WINE ALLIANCE 

Tickets include tastings at 
four wineries and a bonus 
fifth tasting at one of two 
designated locations.

Taste Chelan returns for 
month-long celebration 
of wine and food
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is proud to cheer 
for our student 

athletes!

 From the courts  
to the mats,

Chelan, Manson, Entiat Winter Sports BASKETBALL, WRESTLING

Sending warm 
summer vibes to 
local athletes
www.slidewaters.com
www.lakesidesurf.com

Strong Body,
Strong Mind,
Strong Team.

GO TEAMS

Downtown Chelan • 509-682-2815
kellyshardware.com

Kelly’s

Hardware

Drible fast and  
move those feet!

CHELAN HIGH SCHOOL

SCOREBOARD BASKETBALL - BOYS

Tue, Feb 18 Chelan 70 Wapato 56 Win

Thu, Feb 20 Chelan 52 Cashmere 50 Win 

SCOREBOARD BASKETBALL - GIRLS

Tue, Feb 18 Chelan 42 Naches 65 Loss

Thu, Feb 20 Chelan 34 Cascade 52 Loss

GET 8
FREE
filet mignon
BURGERS
A $37 value!

Butcher’s Savory Collection
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
 4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
78045ZMJ    separately $269.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

SAVE 52%

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 78045. Standard S&H added per address. 
While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/

terms-of-use. Expires 03/31/25. 24M7123  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

YOU TASTE ITTASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOWPICTURE PERFECT, NOW

OmahaSteaks.com/Savory1330  |  1.833.685.0091
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 78045ZMJ

Order 
Now!

THE BEST STEAKS OF YOUR LIFE OR YOUR MONEY BACK

Transform your bath
with a walk-in tub

SAVINGS INCLUDE A
FREE TOILET & BIDET

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Offers valid thru 3/31/25

888-710-1265 SCHEDULE A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION

Caribou Trail League announces 2025 All League athletes
By Mike Maltais
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CHELAN – The 1A Caribou 
Trail League comprised of 
Chelan, Cascade, and Omak 
high schools named 45 varsity 
athletes to its 2025 list of All 
League players for boys and 
girls basketball and boys wres-
tling.

Chelan junior basketball 
standout Brynn Hughbanks 
was named Player of the Year 
and boys basketball coach 
Tony Callero won Coach of the 
Year honors.

Boys Basketball
CTL Team Champions

Chelan
Team Sportsmanship

Cascade
Player of the Year

Teagan Mullin (12) Omak
Coach of the Year

Tony Callero – Chelan
First Team

Teagan Mullin (12) Omak

Luca Faletto (11) Omak
Tev Uttech (10) Chelan
Saige Boyd (12) Omak
Jacob Allen (12) Chelan

Second Team
Zachary Noyd (12) Chelan
Vance Reese (12) Omak
Ethan Davis (12) Cascade
Ivan Alejandre (12) Cascade

Girls Basketball
CTL Team Champions

Chelan
Team Sportsmanship

Chelan
Player of the Year

Brynn Hughbanks
Coach of the Year 

Cody Bench – Cascade
First Team

Brynn Hughbanks (11) Chelan
Lydia Petersen (12) Chelan
Finley Sackman (11) Omak
Maizy Groff (12) Cascade
Sydney Melody (9) Cascade

Second Team
Jayden Simmons (10) Chelan
Marley Williams (11) Chelan
Ceciley Albert (8) Omak

Teyva Dillon (12) Cascade

Boys Wrestling
CTL District Champions

Omak
Team Sportsmanship

Chelan
Wrestler of the Year 

Darrell Nanpuya (135 lbs)
Omak

Coach of the Year
Dan Agee – Omak

First Team
Connor Scaman (106 lbs) 
Chelan
Cruz Martinez (113) Cascade
Abraham Gonzalez (120) 
Cascade
Sebastian Cisneros (126) 
Chelan
Bryar Jensen (132) Omak
Darrell Nanpuya (138) Omak
Jessie Garcia (144) Omak
Tristan Sharpe (150) Cascade
Quinn Phillips (157) Omak
Juan Duran (165) Omak
Easton Jensen (175) Omak
Talon Cate (190) Omak
Jacob Monaco (215) Omak

Issac Avila Tinoco (285) 
Cascade

Second Team
Victor Aragon (106) Omak
Colton Bowthorpe (113) 
Chelan
Javier Anzar (120) Chelan
Damian Sandoval (126) 
Cascade
Evan Ragsdale (132) Cascade
Ryder Abrahamson (138) 
Omak
Jeffry Palacios (144) 
Cascade
Gage Pucket (150) Chelan
Diego Garcias (157) Omak
Zimri Kelling (165) Chelan
Maddoc Finch (175) Chelan
Daniel Guerrero (190) 
Cascade
Arlo Nanamkin (215) Omak

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or 
michael@ward.media

COURTESY OF CHELAN SCHOOL DISTRICT  
Chelan junior Brynn Hughbanks is the Caribou 
Trail League Player of the Year.

Falling student performance fuels school funding debate
By Taylor Richmond
Washington State Journal

OLYMPIA – Holly Koon 
struggles every day in her 9th-
grade biology classes to help 
students achieve, but some-
times it seems like a losing 
battle. Chronic absenteeism, 
growing class sizes and fewer 
classroom helpers all get in the 
way of student learning, she 
said.

“All students can absolutely 
learn, and they can learn to 
standard,” she said. “I have a 
biology class right now with 
36 students in it; I have one in-
structional aid. How do you – in 
60 minutes a day – individualize 
and support all 36 students?”

Koon’s question is one that 
echoes across Olympia this 
Legislative session as Demo-
crats and Republicans debate 
how to spend dollars dedicated 
to education. Fueling that dis-
cussion is a national assess-
ment that shows 71% of Wash-
ington eighth graders are not 
proficient in math, compared to 
58% in 2013. 

Although Washington is 
doing better than the national 
average, State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Chris 
Reykdal agrees that student 

performance needs to improve.
“We have to make significant 

gains in elementary and middle 
school math in order to set up 
our students for maximum 
success in high school and 
beyond,” he said.

His plan includes fully 
funding basic education, in-
cluding materials, supplies and 
operating costs and special 
education. 

Reykdal said the difference 
between what the state sup-
plies districts, and what they 
are spending on materials, op-
erations and special education 
totals more than $800 million. 

Democrats agree with Reyk-
dal’s assessment. At a recent 
rally, Sen. Jamie Pedersen, D-
Seattle, said: “There is nothing 
more important for the state 
government than to provide 
ample funding for the educa-
tion of all kids who reside in the 
state of Washington.” 

Republicans say they agree 
funding is an issue but Rep. 
Drew Stokesbary, R-Auburn, 
said legislators should care-
fully target new spending.

“The Legislature needs 
to acknowledge the reality 
and the highly disproportion-
ate balance of power between 
teacher unions and the school 

districts,” he said. “If we just 
write blank checks to the dis-
tricts, that money will go to 
teacher salaries.” 

While Stokesbary is happy 
teachers have “one of the 
highest average teacher sala-
ries” in the nation, he says 
money should be spent more 
directly to improve student out-
comes. 

For example, House Bill 1832, 
sponsored by Rep. Michael 
Keaton, R-South Hill, wants 
to tie teacher bonuses to test 
scores. 

Under his plan, Nation-

al Board-certified teachers 
would no longer receive extra 
money. Instead, money would 
be given to schools based on 
student reading achievement, 
and bonuses dispersed to teach-
ers who contributed to helping 
students meet those stan-
dards. Some schools would also 
receive grants to hire reading 
coaches. 

The bill also requires third 
graders to pass a statewide 
standardized test, pass an alter-
native assessment or provide a 
portfolio that proves “sufficient 
third grade reading skills” or be 

held back a year.
“Once you hit third grade,” 

Stokesbary explained, “more 
and more of your education 
becomes increasingly self-
directed. If you can’t read at 
grade level – in third grade 
– you’re not going to be able 
to read your social studies text-
book or your science textbook.” 

Educators and Office of Su-
perintendent of Public Instruc-
tion (OSPI) officials couldn’t 
disagree more. National Board 
bonuses for teachers were im-
plemented to encourage teach-
ers to improve their skills, 
which leads to higher quality 
education, and studies show 
holding back students who 
don’t meet grade level objec-
tives hinders student perfor-
mance.

“With adequate resources, 
schools can provide additional 
support and interventions to 
students without holding them 
back a grade,” said OSPI’s Chief 
Policy and Legislative Affairs 
Officer Jenny Plaja.

She added funding tied to 
student achievement would 
help higher-performing schools 
only and punish the under-re-
sourced schools. 

Koon agrees. She called the 
bill “destructive.”

“[HB 1832] will very likely 
result in better math and 
reading test scores,” she said, 
“and a less educated, less pre-
pared-for-the-world student 
body.” 

Studies tend to support 
Koon’s view. Student perfor-
mance is often influenced by 
things beyond a teacher’s 
control, like poverty, learning 
disabilities, unstable homes 
and poor nutrition, research 
shows. Teaching to the test, as 
it is commonly known, tends 
to narrow learning to test prep 
questions at the expense of 
broader explorations.

A bill from the Republican 
side of the aisle getting support 
is SB 5007, sponsored by Sen. 
John Braun, R-Centralia. It pro-
vides funding to help reduce 
chronic absenteeism, defined 
as those who miss more than 
10% of school days, excused or 
unexcused. Districts with low 
student performance often have 
high percentages of chronic ab-
senteeism, OSPI studies show.

In Koon’s Mount Baker 
School District, 37.4% of stu-
dents were chronically absent 
last year, so she is teaching 
about two-thirds of the curricu-

TAYLOR RICHMOND/WASHINGTON STATE JOURNAL 
Holly Koon, a high school biology teacher for over 30 years, 
works through a lesson with two of her students at Mount Baker 
High School. 

See SCHOOL FUNDING Page B2
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Federal cuts hit Wenatchee River Ranger District, 
threatening Leavenworth backcountry
By Taylor Caldwell
Ward Media Staff Reporter

LEAVENWORTH – Ten U.S. 
Forest Service employees have 
been fired at the Wenatchee 
River Ranger District Office 
amid agency wide cuts, with 
fears that more agency firings 
are on the way.

“It feels like… We’re kind of 
the canary in the coal mine… 
This is like the beginning of 
actions that are going to really 
start affecting everyday people, 
not just government employ-
ees,” said Lead Wilderness 
Ranger Kyle Warden, who 
was included in the Wenatchee 
River Ranger District termina-
tions.

The employees were among 
3,400 Forest Service employees 
that were fired by Presidents 
Day as billionaire Elon Musk 
and President Donald Trump 
have taken swift actions to cut 
federal spending.

“These cuts to the Forest 
Service are devastating, in 
particular for my district, the 
eighth congressional district, 
just because we have vast ex-
panses of national forest land,” 
Congresswoman Kim Schrier 
(D-District 8) told Ward Media. 
“The people who keep our 
forests safe and protected are 
critically important.”

A Shrinking Staff 
The Wenatchee River 

Ranger District (WRRD), based 
in Leavenworth, has three 
field crews that oversee and 
maintain roughly 800 miles of 
trail and approximately 696,000 
acres. 

This acreage contains large 
parts of three congressionally 
designated Wilderness areas: 
the Alpine Lakes Wilderness, 
Henry M. Jackson Wilderness, 
and Glacier Peak Wilderness.

In fall of 2024, the Forest 
Service already dealt a blow 
to WRRD’s size, announc-
ing it would not hire tempo-
rary seasonal workers for the 
2025 season due to a shrinking 
budget, cutting about 2,400 jobs 
agency wide. 

The Leavenworth-based 
district lost all of its non-fire 
temporary seasonal employ-
ees, which accounted for three 
Wilderness crew members, one 
trail crew member, and three 
development and dispersed rec-
reation crew members, accord-
ing to former staff. 

Now, the most recent firings, 
which targeted permanent sea-
sonal employees in probation-
ary periods, have gutted the 
district’s field operations. 

All trail crew members were 
let go, which consisted of three 
permanent seasonal employees 
and a mule packer, who is re-
sponsible for 11 mules that are 
used to transport volunteers 
and heavy equipment into the 
backcountry. 

The mules were not only 
used by WRRD, but were also 
available for the Naches, Entiat, 
Cle Elum districts.

As of Feb. 19, only one per-
manent seasonal employee re-
mained in each of the other two 
teams: the Wilderness crew, 
which lost three employees, 
and the development and dis-
persed recreation crew, which 
lost one. Included in the ter-
minations was the district’s 
volunteer coordinator, further 
complicating its workforce.

In addition to the eight field 
employees, the office lost its 
only two front desk employees 
that provided visitor informa-
tion and services.

“Terminating your lowest 
paid employees who are making 
$15,000 to $20,000 a year is not 
the way to cut the budget. And 
really it’s the taxpayers who 
are going to see the negative 
consequences from these illegal 
terminations,” said National 
Federation of Federal Em-
ployees (NFFE) union steward 
Rachel Granberg.

Granberg told Ward Media 
that the union knows of 40 
Okanogan-Wenatchee National 

Forest employees that were in-
cluded in the firings.

Probationary, but 
Experienced

While the terminated em-
ployees were in their first and 
second years of their probation-
ary period, they had already 
dedicated a number of years to 
the district as temporary sea-
sonal employees. 

“It’s extremely common for 
people to have, you know, 20 
years as a seasonal that just 
had the opportunity to either 
get a promotion or turn into 
a perm[anent employee],” said 
Warden.

Temporary seasonal em-
ployees are often referred to 
as “1039 employees,” as they 
are only allowed to work 1,039 
hours in a season–one less hour 
required to be eligible for year 
round health benefits. It took 
Warden seven seasons as a 
temporary seasonal employee 
with WRRD before landing a 
permanent position.

Even as a temporary season-
al employee, Warden had field-
specific skills such as terrain 
familiarity, medical and rescue 
capabilities, firefighting certi-
fications, trail building knowl-
edge, and physical strength to 
hike up 60 pounds of gear over 
5,000 vertical feet.

“People think you can just 
throw any college intern in 
these jobs, and everything will 
be okay, but there’s a serious 
chance of injury out there on a 
day to day basis, so just having 
the people with the skill set to 
make those safe decisions is 
huge,” said Warden.

“A big slap in the face”
The district’s four Wilder-

ness rangers were funded 
through the end of the 2025 
season by a grant from Wash-
ington state’s Recreation Con-
servation Office, according to 
RCO grant details. 

Yet, three of them still re-
ceived letters of termination, 
and for reasons Warden found 
perplexing.

“[The letter said] I’m being 
terminated, I’ve been deemed 
‘not in the public interest’ or 
something…But it also says 
‘due to performance,’ which is 
a big slap in the face to every-
body,” said Warden.

After four seasons of posi-
tive evaluations from Warden, 
his direct superior, Wilderness 
Climbing Ranger Owen Wick-
enheiser received the same 
reason in his letter.

“All of the employees I’ve 
talked to who have been ter-
minated have positive perfor-
mance evaluations, but their 
termination documents say 
that they’re being let go due to 
poor performance,” said Gran-
berg.

The NFFE Forest Service 
Council is currently gathering 
performance evaluations and 
other documents from employ-
ees for legal action, claiming 
that the basis of their termina-
tion was illegal. 

“In order to let someone go 
due to poor performance, you 
have to first demonstrate that 
they indeed have poor perfor-
mance, and also give them a 
chance to improve. There’s an 
entire process that you have 

to go through to be able to do 
that. And they’ve completely 
bypassed all of that,” said Gran-
berg.

Wilderness Areas at Risk
Going into the 2025 season, 

the former rangers fear irre-
versible damage will occur in 
the increasingly popular Wil-
derness areas, which are “des-
ignated for preservation and 
protection in their natural con-
dition” under the Wilderness 
Act of 1964.

The Wilderness areas are 
not only intended to protect 
areas of solitude for recreation-
ists, such as Pacific Crest Trail 
or Enchantments hikers, but 
they can also protect water re-
sources for municipalities, or 
habitats for threatened species.

In 2024, WRRD saw nearly 
175,000 visitors in its Wilder-
ness areas, who left behind 
thousands of pounds of waste. 

Last year alone, the Wilder-
ness rangers dug 14 wilder-
ness toilets, buried 703 piles of 
human waste, removed 5,000 
pounds of it via flight, and 
hiked out 635 pounds of trash, 
according to a 2024 WWRD wil-
derness report. 

However, Wickenheiser says 
the overall waste removed via 
flight actually amounts to about 
10,000 pounds a year.

As a climbing ranger, Wick-
enheiser worked primarily 
in the Enchantments, located 
in the Alpine Lakes Wilder-
ness Area. Although the En-
chantments only makes up 6.7 
percent of the wilderness area, 
it receives the highest amount 
of traffic in the entire district. 
In 2024, it saw over 120,000 visi-
tors alone. 

“We hear a lot like, ‘This trail 
looks excellent. I didn’t see any 
trash.’ But like, you step five 
feet off the trail and look behind 
a boulder, and there’s 10 piles of 
poop right on the creek side,” 
said Wickenheiser. 

“We find things like full 
abandoned coolers up there, 
full of broken glass… People 
pop holes in their rafts and 
decide they don’t want to carry 
them down.”

With the amount of trash 
and rogue feces piles that were 
found under Wickenheiser’s 
patrol, he only sees it getting 
worse in the absence of rangers. 

This could pose a problem 
for Leavenworth’s municipal 
water, which is sourced from 
the Alpine Lakes via Icicle 
Creek.

“The human waste issue is 
going to be immediate in the 
Enchantments. As soon as we 
open the gate, those toilets are 
going to be overflowing after a 
week of use,” said Warden.

A Threat to Public Safety 
As more inexperienced 

hikers venture into the En-
chantments, the Wilderness 
rangers have played a crucial 
role in public safety. 

Due to their backcountry 
presence, the rangers often 
become first responders, pro-
viding emergency medical 
assistance and coordinating 
extraction with the Chelan 
County Sheriff’s Office search 
and rescue (SAR) team.

“Sometimes we are the only 
people there, waiting for a heli-

copter for four hours, which can 
get really difficult when there 
is a situation like a fatality or 
serious injury,” said Warden.

The rangers also take pre-
ventative measures, including 
providing trail safety informa-
tion, deescalating potential 
SAR situations, and putting out 
campfires. Last year, Wicken-
heiser put out three campfires 
in undesignated areas, and ex-
tinguished more that were put 
out but still hot.

“There’s so much standing 
dead from beetle kill… Col-
chuck Lake is literally a tin-
derbox… And that’s four, five 
miles from town [as the crow 
flies],” said Wickenheiser.

Although the recent cuts 
exempted firefighters, the loss 
of field employees presents a 
significant blow to firefighting 
resources. During fire seasons, 
the fire qualified WRRD staff 
were sent on fire assignments 
for support, working as a re-
source advisor, cleaning gear, 
managing radio operations, or 
managing base camp.

“There are so many critical 
roles to make fire camps run, 
and a lot of those were staffed 
by either [temporary] season-
als or permanent seasonals,” 
said Wickenheiser.

An Uncertain Future 
A day after Wickenheiser 

was fired, the lottery opened 
for overnight permits in the 
Enchantments, even though the 
district no longer has the staff 
to enforce them. Warden also 
anticipates the district office 
will close without enough per-
sonnel, making it harder for 
recreationists to source infor-
mation.

“People are paying for an ex-
perience that they’re not going 
to get. There’s also going to 
be just so much poaching of 
campsites that it’s going to be 
difficult to even probably find 
a campsite in certain times for 
those people that are legally 
going,” said Warden.

The agency has yet to an-
nounce any shutdowns to 
the lottery or trail closures. 
However, the nature of the 
terrain access makes it near im-
possible to close the area off en-
tirely. Even if the district closed 
the Eight Mile Road gate, per-
sistent recreationalists could 
still reach the Enchantments 
via Snow Lakes Trailhead.

“Maybe this might not be the 
year to like, do all your goals 
out in the [National] Forest or 
Parks… It’s going to be really 
hard, even if you are totally 
[practicing] ‘Leave No Trace,’ 
to not leave an impact in these 
times of no management,” said 
Warden.

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276 
or taylor@ward.media

COURTESY OF OWEN 
WICKENHEISER 

Former temporary seasonal 
employee Evan Melcher sets 
up a fire closure on a trail.

COURTESY OF OWEN 
WICKENHEISER 

A WRRD ranger assists with a 
search and rescue mission in 
the backcountry.

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD 
MEDIA 

Owen Wickenheiser protests 
federal cuts on Presidents Day.

COURTESY OF OWEN 
WICKENHEISER 

Former Wilderness Climbing 
Ranger Owen Wickenheiser 
hikes a vault toilet out of the 
Enchantments.
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in the north and southwest 
SUDs.”

•	 A higher density allow-
ance in the Lord Acres area 
would permit up to 30 lots with 
a lower 20 percent open space 
requirement.

“On each of those lots you 
could have currently one house 
and one ADU and in 2026, two 
ADUs,” said Ajax. “So poten-
tially 90 structures on 10 acres 
inside the SUD with 20 percent 

open space. None of those could 
be used for STRs.” 

Ajax said controlmeasures 
would regulate the pace of de-
velopment.

•	 A conditional use permit 
(CUP) process with public no-
tification to neighboring prop-
erty owners.

•	 A cap on the number of 
licenses that could be issued 
each year.

•	 A cap of five rooms that 
could be rented between a sin-
gle-family home and an ADU.

•	 Additional rental units for 

existing wineries.
“We want to provide mon-

etary incentive to property 
owners to preserve agriculture 
as an alternative to full blown 
development to try to protect 
some of these areas that are 
unique to the city,” Ajax said.

He reminded the council 
of the opportunity to make 
changes after a public hearing 
to gather more testimony from 
the public.

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or 
michael@ward.media

Dwelling units
Continued from page A1

lum she did 15 years ago.
“I just can’t move fast 

enough,” she said. 
“How do you keep up when 

these 10 kids are absent yester-
day and a different 10 kids are 
absent tomorrow?”

Ultimately, Koon said student 

performance will improve if ad-
equate resources are dedicated 
to classroom instruction. 

Koon recalled teaching a 
class of 28 students who all 
needed individualized instruc-
tion because of learning dis-
abilities and all but three met 
the state performance standard 
at the time. 

The difference between now 

and then? That classroom, she 
said, had two certificated teach-
ers – herself included – and 
three “top-notch” paraeduca-
tors.

The Washington State Journal 
is a nonprofit news website 
operated by the WNPA Foun-
dation. To learn more, go to 
wastatejournal.org.

School funding
Continued from page A4

Hundreds gather in Wenatchee to participate 
in nationwide Presidents Day Protest
By Taylor Caldwell
Ward Media Staff Reporter

WENATCHEE – An esti-
mated 300 people gathered at 
Memorial Park on Presidents 
Day to protest the significant 
changes implemented in the 
federal government by Presi-
dent Donald Trump and billion-
aire Elon Musk.

The protest was part of a 
nationwide demonstration or-
ganized under the 50501 Move-
ment, which stands for “50 pro-
tests. 50 States. 1 movement.” 

The protest was organized in 
order to “uphold the Constitu-
tion and end executive over-
reach,” according to the group’s 
website. 

Wenatchee’s demonstration 
brought in protestors from all 
over North Central Washing-
ton, including Winthrop, Leav-
enworth, and Malaga.

“I hope that more people 
realize that it’s okay and it’s 
safe to come out and speak 
out. That’s one of our first 
and foremost constitutional 
rights to peacefully assemble 
and protest,” said demonstra-
tor Elizabeth Kazemba. “And 

in order to create better future 
citizens, they need to be edu-
cated of those rights and dem-
onstrate them.”

Kazemba attended the dem-
onstration with her fifth-grade 
son and two parents. As a 
Fourth Grade teacher, Kazemba 
was compelled to advocate for 
her students, who have been 
affected by the current admin-
istration’s rhetoric and direc-
tives with U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE).

“I have had students come 
to school and said, ‘I’m scared 
that one or both of their parents 
are going to be deported,’” said 
Kazemba. 

“When the questions do come 
up, it’s hard to answer. And it’s 
hard for anyone to answer.”

Many demonstrators also 
came out to protest the firing 
of over 200,000 federal workers 
under the direction of the 
White House and its Depart-
ment of Government Efficiency 
(DOGE).

“I feel like just the people 
I know are really suffering, 
and we’re basically on a stand-
still in academia right now, in 

science,” said demonstrator 
Molly Sayles. “Even though 
we’re not federal employees, 
everything we’re doing is 
funded by federal grants or in 
collaboration with federal em-
ployees.”

Sayles, a Wenatchee-based 
entomologist obtaining her 
Ph.D at Washington State Uni-
versity, works with farmers in 
the valley on implementing af-
fordable and sustainable pest 
control. In addition to watching 
her federal partners lose their 
jobs, Sayles’s project funding 
has been frozen since January.

“We were applying for a 
grant to continue this project 
we’re doing, and they took 
away the deadline, so we can’t 

apply for it anymore. So there’s 
no more money. The grant 
agencies told us to stop spend-
ing our money,” said Sayles.

Jeff Graham, a realty spe-
cialist who has worked for the 
Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) for 17 years, came out 
from Malaga in support of em-
ployees fired from the Forest 
Service, a fellow public land 
management agency. 

While his office had been 
spared at the time of the protest, 
Graham says he and his col-
leagues have been waiting for 
more information, and antici-
pating terminations. 

“I hope people realize it is 
affecting us. I don’t care who 
you voted for as Americans. 
It’s public lands, it’s your fellow 
Americans. We are people. 
Who’s America being great 
for?” said Graham. “You’re 
taking workers out. I mean, 
we’ve got families here. You’re 
taking our income, our salary. 
Not only that, you’re taking 
what we do for our community. 
We protect our public lands.”

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276 
or taylor@ward.media

Three generations demon-
strated together: Tom Rowe, 
Judy Dubuque, and Henry 
and Elizabeth Kazemba (left 
to right).

Jeff Graham fears more cuts 
are coming to public land 
management agencies.

Karen Grudier attended to 
protest the federal cuts, as 
well as the dissolution of di-
versity, equity, and inclusion 
programs. “I’m a Native Ameri-
can, and I’ve always had to 
fight for what I want, and I feel 
like getting rid of DEI is going 
to make the fight even worse,” 
said Grudier.

Molly Sayles and Elijah Young. 
As a scientist, Sayles says her 
pest control work with farmers 
has been interrupted amidst 
funding freezes and federal 
job cuts.

Friends of Sophie Stavig (left) 
and Emma Loney (right) have 
been affected by Forest Ser-
vice staffing cuts.

PHOTOS BY TAYLOR 
CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA 

NCW News / Ward Media

EAST WENATCHEE – A 
burglary investigation led to 
the discovery of drugs, coun-
terfeit pills, and stolen prop-
erty during a search warrant 
execution in East Wenatchee, 
police officials said Wednes-
day.

The investigation began on 
February 10 when patrol of-
ficers spotted suspicious activ-
ity near Rock Island Road and 
2nd Street SE around 4:45 a.m. 

Officers observed one indi-
vidual standing near a new 
Coleman minibike while a 
second suspect was found 
hiding in nearby bushes with 
a backpack containing bolt 
cutters.

Police discovered a large 
hole in the fence of a nearby 
business that had previously 
reported multiple thefts and 
burglaries. 

One suspect was immedi-
ately taken into custody on 
charges of burglary in the 
second degree, theft in the 
second degree, malicious mis-
chief in the third degree, and 
possession of burglary tools. 

A second suspect was ar-
rested two days later on identi-
cal charges and held on $5,000 
bail.

The investigation expanded 
on February 13 when the East 
Wenatchee Police Department 
and Douglas County Sher-
iff’s Office executed a search 
warrant at a residence in the 
700 block of N. Baker Avenue. 

During the search, officers 
discovered powdered fentanyl, 
methamphetamine, and coun-
terfeit oxycodone pills. 

Additionally, law enforce-
ment recovered a stolen 
handgun and stolen Dewalt 
power tools valued at over 
$2,000.

Two additional individuals 
were taken into custody during 
the warrant service.

NCW News / Ward Media

WENATCHEE – The 
Wenatchee Downtown Asso-
ciation announced plans for its 
Annual Appreciation Dinner, 
scheduled for February 28, 
highlighting a year of growth 
and development in the his-
toric downtown district.

The event, themed “Con-
necting the Pieces,” will take 
place at the LocalTel Event 
Center in Pybus from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m., bringing together 
business owners, property 
owners, and community sup-
porters to celebrate the ac-
complishments of 2024.

Rosa Pulido, Executive 
Director of the Wenatchee 
Downtown Association, em-
phasized the significance of 
the gathering. 

“We’ve seen so much 
growth and change down-
town, and this night is about 
celebrating that – coming to-
gether as friends, colleagues, 
and neighbors,” she said. 

“It’s a chance to recognize 
all the pieces that make down-
town special and to strength-
en the connections that keep 
our community thriving.”

The celebration has gar-
nered support from prominent 
downtown property owners, 
including Sam and Vickie 
Mills, Mike and Sheila Salmon, 
Todd and Amy Kiesz, Bumps 
Properties LLC, and Mills 
Style & Design. 

Szmania Catering will 
provide the evening’s meal, 
while downtown’s Norwood 
Wine Bar, owned by Josh 
Thaut, will manage bar service.

The Wenatchee Downtown 
Association, a 501(c)3 nonprof-
it organization, participates in 
the Washington Main Street 
Program and Main Street 
America, working in conjunc-
tion with the Washington 
State Department of Archeol-
ogy and Historic Preservation. 

The organization focuses on 
preserving and enhancing His-
toric Downtown Wenatchee 
while promoting business 
vitality and community heri-
tage.

Tickets for the apprecia-
tion dinner are priced at $45 
per person, with limited space 
availability. 

Interested attendees can 
make reservations through 
the association’s website at  
www.downtownwenatchee.org 
or by calling (509) 662-0059.

Minibike theft investigation 
leads to drug and weapons bust

COURTESY OF EAST 
WENATCHEE POLICE 

DEPARTMENT 
DeWalt  power tools  and 
accessories valued at over 
$2,000, including multiple 
cordless drills,  batteries, 
chargers, tool bags, and a 
108-piece mechanics tool 
set, were recovered during a 
search warrant execution at a 
residence in East Wenatchee 
on February 13.

Wenatchee Downtown Association to host 
annual dinner celebrating community growth
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Open Wide!
How many 
di�erences 
can you �nd 

between 
these two 

hippos?

Are hippos slow? Quite the opposite! 
Even though their legs are short, and their 
bodies are large and heavy, a hippo can run 
fast! Hippos have been clocked running at 
speeds of 19 to 25 mph (30-40 km/h).

Hippos have a huge 
mouth, measuring 

up to 4 ft (1.2 m) 
when opened wide!

How many hippos can 
you �nd on this page?

To stay cool in the African heat, hippos spend most 
of their day in rivers and lakes. Their eyes, nose and 
ears are located on the top of their head, which 
means they can see and breathe while the rest of 
their bodies are under water. 

Hippos have a pair of huge incisors 
in each jaw. The large, curved lower 

canine teeth are like tusks as they grow 
throughout a hippo’s life. They can 

reach a length of 1 foot 8 inches (50 
cm)! These teeth are used for combat, 
not eating. When a hippo yawns, it’s 
not tired but it is a sign of a threat.

Don’t let their gentle 
appearance fool you. The 

hippopotamus is considered 
the world’s deadliest large land 

mammal. These giants kill 
an estimated 500 people 

per year in Africa.

Hippos leave the water at 
night to look for food. 

They like to eat grasses— 
lots of grass. They eat 80 
lbs (35 kg) of vegetation 

each night. 

Hippos are 
found in these 

regions of
Africa.

Danger!
Use the code to discover some facts 

about hippos.

What does the word hippopotamus 
mean?

Q:

A:

The Hippo Code

How Hippos Keep Their Cool

= CALF
= RIVER

= BULL
= HORSE

= COW
= TUSK

What is a baby hippo called?Q:
A:

What is a female hippo called?Q:
A:

What is a male hippo called?Q:
A:

Help me �nd 
some grass 
to munch!

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

DEADLIEST
INCISORS
SUNBLOCK
BREATHE
GRASSES
AFRICA
HIPPOS
RIVERS
THREAT
OOZES
TUSKS
SWEAT
COOL
SLOW
JAW
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Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Know the difference 
between fact and fiction.

Fact and Opinion
Look through the newspaper to find and 
circle five facts. Then look through the 
newspaper to find and underline five 
opinions.

Sweaty, Sweaty Hippos?

DBKLTOWOYDJSAWPEDAVT

Hippos have an oily red liquid that oozes out of 
their skin. It isn’t sweat. Sweat evaporates and cools 
 a body. This liquid looks red in sunlight and 
 it stays on the skin and protects it from 
 drying out—and acts as a sunblock, too!

When early European explorers �rst 
noticed this reddish liquid on the hippos 
they observed, they gave it a name.

Circle every other letter to see what they 
called it.

Hippos hardly hold hankies 
is a sentence where every 
word starts with the same 

letter. This is an alliteration. 
Write three alliterations.

Alliterations

The verb combat means to 
fight with or struggle against.

COMBAT

Try to use the word combat 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

When you have to combat 
a cold, plenty of fluids and 

lots of rest are helpful.

This week’s word:

Opposites
Look through the 
newspaper to find 

words that are 
opposites. 

For example: 
large and small 

wet and dry
Standards Link: Reading 

Comprehension: 
Recognize antonyms.

5

4

3

2

1

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:


