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TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA
Owner Aaron Todd first opened Downtown Bike in Puyallup in
2015, then relocated Downtown Bike to Cashmere in 2020.

By TayLor CALDWELL
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CASHMERE - After five years of
operation in Cashmere, Downtown
Bike closed its doors on Feb. 14, as
owner Aaron Todd transitions full-
time into his factory level suspension
service for mountain bikes,
Squishworks.

“One of the things I
take pleasure in is the
startup and birthing of a
new business, and so this
is the part that I'm just
excited to do as I am to see
it grow and be able to serve
our community,” said Todd.

Todd opened Downtown Bike
in Cashmere in 2020 after five
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Downtown Bike closes,
owner pivots to Squishworks

successful years of owning
and operating Downtown Bike
in Puyallup. Over the years,
the bike shop sold new bikes,
parts and accessories, as well
as provided service and repair.

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA

Downtown Bike was located at 5651 Sunset Highway.
Todd's new business, Squishworks, is slated to open in
the Mission District Building.

| f’-" _
e
Todd sells a discounted bike seat cover to a young customer while

clearing out inventory. Downtown Bike sold, serviced, and repaired all
types of bicycles and accessories.

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA

Todd eventually added a ski and
snowboard “salon” in the winter, and
built up his factory level suspension
service in 2024.

“Owning Downtown Bike has
been a huge blessing. For us, our
primary focus over the last 10 years
of being in business has been being
there to support our community...We

See DOWNTOWN BIKE Page B2

Columbia River Drug Task Force seized
over 6,000 fentanyl pilis in 2024

NCW News
Ward Media

WENATCHEE — The Columbia
River Drug Task Force seized
more than 5,500 grams of
methamphetamine and over 6,300
fentanyl pills during operations in
2024.

The multi-agency task force,
comprising officers from Chelan
County Sheriff’s Office, Douglas
County Sheriff’s Office, Wenatchee
Police Department, and East
Wenatchee Police Department,
made 92 arrests and opened 101 new
cases throughout the year.

Among those arrested were 27
known gang members. The task force

also disrupted six drug trafficking
organizations operating in Chelan
and Douglas Counties.

During their operations, officers
executed 86 search warrants, leading
to the seizure of 46 firearms, many
of which were reported stolen. The
task force confiscated approximately
1,012 grams of cocaine and 1,611
grams of pure fentanyl powder,
alongside other illicit substances
including  heroin, psilocybin
mushrooms, Xanax, and various
prescription drugs.

Asset seizures included more than
$65,000 in cash identified as proceeds
from criminal activity and 11 vehicles
linked to criminal operations.

Beyond drug enforcement, the

task force expanded its community
involvement through educational
initiatives. Officers provided gang
and drug awareness education to
various institutions, including the
Chelan County PUD, North Central
Educational Services District, and
multiple school districts in the
region.

The task force also supported
local law enforcement agencies
with major crimes investigations,
including homicides, high-risk
arrests, and sex trafficking cases.

The Columbia River Drug Task
Force operates across Chelan and
Douglas Counties in North Central
Washington.

County seeks public input on
updated wildfire protection plan

NCW News
Ward Media

WENATCHEE — Chelan County
officials launched a public comment
period on an updated wildfire
protection plan.

The draft Community Wildfire
Protection Plan will be available
for public review through February
28, with residents able to provide
feedback through an online survey
and written comments.

“The update to the Community
Wildfire Protection Plan comes
at a time when our community is
experiencing increased wildfires -
and an increase in those impacts from
wildfires,” said Elle Robinson, senior
natural resource specialist with
Chelan County Natural Resources.

The update, which revises the 2019
plan, has been in development for
the past year through a collaboration
between the County, Cascadia
Conservation District, and local
stakeholders, including county fire
district representatives.

“We are asking for public input
because it’s important a plan like
this address Chelan County’s specific
needs and risks as well as our assets,”
Robinson said.

The draft plan outlines the county’s
vulnerabilities to wildfire hazards and
presents strategies for risk reduction.
The county has developed interactive
tools including a StoryMap feature
and hazard mapper for residents to
explore risk areas.

See PUBLIC INPUT Page A3

State lawmakers hear s
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Representative Mike Steele with SkillSource program participants James
Moore and Mima Cole.
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grant impacted her business.

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA
Mima Cole shares how the Community Reinvestment Business Investment

Inside The Record this Week

NCW News
Ward Media

OLYMPIA — Workforce
development advocates gathered
in the state capital to champion the
Economic Security for All (EcSA)
program, highlighting its success in
connecting Washington residents
with employment opportunities and
training.

The delegation, led by SkillSource
CEO Lisa Romine, met with state
legislators to discuss the program’s
impact since its codification in 2024.
The initiative, which serves as a
primary funding stream for workforce
development in Washington, has
focused particularly on traditionally
underserved communities, including
rural areas and BIPOC populations.

Program  participants Mima
Cole and James Moore shared
their personal success stories with
legislators, including Representatives

See LAWMAKERS Page B2
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captivating events of the week, giving your event the recognition it deserves. Even if your event isn't among the top five,

it will still be added to our events calendar and featured online. Don’t miss this chance to make your event shine!

Friday Night Music

Join us Friday, Feb 21, from
6 p.m. — 8 p.m. at Pybus Market
in Wenatchee for some live
music featuring Darnell Scott.
Darnell is a one of a kind
musician and a man who is
making his mark in the world
of Blues, R&B, and Soul. As
a youngster, he enjoyed the
music of such artists as Al
Green, Curtis Mayfield and
Marvin Gaye, just to name a
few. Rooted deep in soul, his
music is exciting and fresh.

For more information, visit
https://pybuspublicmarket.org
509 888 3900

Public Skate

Friday, Feb 21, 11 am. - 1
p.m. Lace up and get ready
for some ice-cold fun at our
Weekly Public Skate. The
Town Toyota Center Weinstein
Beverage Community Ice Rink
in Wenatchee is the place to
be for an epic skating session
that’s perfect for all ages and
skill levels.

Grab your friends, pack up
the family, and head on over for
an affordable ($10 admission!)
dose of excitement on the ice.
Whether you’re a seasoned
skater showing off your moves
or a beginner just finding your
footing, everyone is welcomed
to join in the fun.

For more information,

visit communityrink@
towntoyotacenter.com Alexis
Blessing 509 667 7847

Wenatchee Polar Plunge
Join us for the 2025
Wenatchee Polar Plunge,
Saturday, Feb. 22, 11 am. — 12
p-m. at Walla Walla Point Park.
Whether you take the plunge
or donate, proceeds from the
Polar Plunge will fuel our
mission as we celebrate Special
Olympics Washington’s 50th
anniversary in 2025. This
milestone year marks half a
century of creating inclusive
opportunities and life-changing
programs for individuals with
intellectual and developmental

disabilities in Wa-
shington  State.
By registering
to Plunge,
you commit to
raising an addi-
tional $50 (beyond
the registration
fee) to support Special
Olympics Washington.
This pledge qualifies you to
plunge and receive an event
shirt. Schedule: 11 am. -
Registration opens, 11:45 a.m.
- Awards & Costume Contest
begins, 12 p.m. — Plunge!

For more information, https://
polarplungewa.com/ or
Contact 206 362 4949

Pizza & Bingo Night at
Leavenworth Ski Hill
Lodge

Join us for Family Night
February 20, 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. at
Leavenworth Ski Hill. Enjoy
pizza, skiing, and bingo from
4-7 p.m. Pizza slices are $4,
and skiing is available for an

STOCK PHOTO

additional cost. Win prizes,
eat, drink, and have fun!

For more information, visit
info@skileavenworth.com

Saturday Salmon Series
Join us at Rocky Reach
Discovery Center, Saturday,
Feb. 22, from 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Dive into the fascinating
world of salmon with this
interactive and engaging
family program, perfect for all
ages—from preschoolers to
senior adults. Explore “Kids

Versus Fish: Comparative
Anatomy” to discover how kids
and fish are alike and different,
learn how salmon use their fins
in “Fun with Fins”, and create
a unique keepsake by coloring
your own wooden fish to take
home. Join us this winter for a
fun and educational experience
celebrating the wonders of
salmon.

For more information, visit

www.chelanpud.org/learning-
center/rocky-reach-discovery-
center or Contact 509 663 7522

What is WA's parental ‘bill of rights? And
how are Democrats seeking to change it?

A proposal moving
through the Legislature
would update a citizen
initiative lawmakers
passed last year that
enshrined certain
rights for parents of
publie school students.

By: LAUREL DEMKOVICH
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA - Legislation to
update last year’s parental
“bill of rights” initiative is
heading to the Washington
state House of Representatives

amid a host of disagreements
over what the changes will
mean for families and schools.

Republicans and those who
helped get Initiative 2081 to
lawmakers last spring say
this year’s proposal will roll
back the rights granted to
parents in the initiative.
Democrats say Senate Bill
5181 cleans up wording in the
initiative to align with state
and federal law.

When it passed out of the
Senate on party lines last
week, Democrats called it a
“cleanup bill.” But during
debate, Republican senators

Stifel Financial Advisor
Kristen Taylor named to
Forbes' 2025 state rankings

NCW News
Ward Media
WENATCHEE — Stifel
Financial Corp. announced
that Kristen Taylor, a

managing director with
nearly 45 years of
financial advisory 4
experience, has
been named to
Forbes’ 2025
Best-in-State
Women Wealth
Advisors list.

Taylor, who
works at Stifel’s
broker-dealer  sub-
sidiary Stifel, Nico-
laus & Company, In-
corporated, was among ap-
proximately 1,700 advisors na-
tionwide selected for the
annual ranking. Advisors were
researched, interviewed and
ranked within their respective
states.

Based in Wenatchee, Taylor
serves as co-founder of both the
Taylor/Franklin Investment
Group and the Taylor/Bryant

KRISTEN TAYLOR

Investment Group. She holds
both a Bachelor of Arts and an
MBA from the University of
Washington.

The recognition adds

to Taylor’s growing list of

industry accolades.
She was previously
named to Forbes’
Best-in-State
Women Wealth
Advisorslist from
2022 through
2024, Forbes’
America’s Top
Women  Wealth
Advisors list in 2020
and 2021, Forbes’ Best-
in-State Wealth Ad-
visors list from 2021
through 2024, and AdvisorHub’s
Advisors to Watch list from
2022 through 2024.

The rankings are based on
12-month evaluation periods
and are compiled by SHOOK
Research, LLC. According to
Stifel, the rankings may not
represent any individual
client’s experience or indicate
future performance.

Fentanyl found in NCW
methamphetamine supply,
health officials warn

NCW News
Ward Media

EAST WENATCHEE — The
Chelan-Douglas Health District
issued an alert about fentanyl
contamination in the local
methamphetamine supply on
February 10, following reports
from healthcare partners in
North Central Washington.

The health district reported
that methamphetamine
circulating in the community
contains increasing amounts
of fentanyl, a synthetic opioid
that is 50 times stronger than
heroin. Users cannot detect
if their methamphetamine
contains fentanyl, according to
the health alert.

Health Administrator
Dr. Kristen Hosey said, “At
CDHD, we recognize that
fentanyl overdoses are
devastating families across
our community. This warning
is not about assigning blame

but about saving lives. We
urge everyone to look out for
each other, talk openly about
the risks, and know where to
find help.”

The health
listed overdose symptoms
including slow breathing,
unresponsiveness, blue lips or
fingertips, and pinpoint pupils.

district

Three locations now
distribute naloxone, a
medication that reverses

opioid overdoses: the Chelan-
Douglas Health District office
in East Wenatchee, the Alano
Club in Wenatchee, and the
People’s Harm Reduction
Alliance through a mail-order
program.

The health district offers
free naloxone training to
businesses and  groups.
Additional information
about fentanyl and overdose
prevention is available on the
district’s website at www.
cdhd.wa.gov/opioid.

said it would overhaul the
initiative, which hundreds of
thousands of voters signed on
in support of in 2023.

It’s unclear when the House
will take up the debate, but it
likely won’t be before a March
deadline for moving bills out of
the chamber where they were
introduced.

The initiative was one of
three passed by the Legislature
in March. Clashes over the
policy reflect a national debate
over the rights of parents to
know about their children’s
access to information and
services related to gender and
transgender issues, sexuality
and race.

Those in the parental rights
camp say parents should
be aware if their children
are asking for medical or
mental health treatment.
Those wary of policies like
Washington’s initiative worry
that protections for LGBTQ+
students and other vulnerable
young people could be eroded.

As it’s been implemented
over the last year, the
Office of Superintendent of
Public Instruction said it has
received many questions from
school districts, parents and
students about confusion in
accessing school records and
definitions around notification
requirements.

Here’s a look at what’s in
law from last year’s initiative
and what could change if this
year’s proposal passes the

Legislature.

School materials

The initiative requires
schools to give parents access
to their child’s textbooks,
curriculum and medical
records within 10 business
days of a request.

Parents also have the right
to records related to their
child’s testing, job counseling,
discipline, attendance and any
special education screening.
And they get access to the
school’s  calendar, fees,
dress code requirements
and information on overall
academic performance.

Most of this is unchanged
in the bill being debated this
session.

However, under the new
bill, school districts must
give parents’ records within
“a reasonable period of time,
but not more than 45 days, of
submitting a request.” That
language aligns with the federal
Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act. It differs from
the 10-day requirement in the
initiative.

Medical and mental
health information

The initiative guarantees
parents access to “medical or
health records” and “records of
any mental health counseling.”

The Senate bill says they
have a right to “education
records” — a term not used in
the initiative. That’s defined
as records directly related to a
student, including identifying
data, attendance, evaluative
tests, disciplinary status and
test protocols.

Medical and mental health
records are not included in
the definition in the new bill,
though the legislation says
that parents still have access
to those records under other
state laws.

A King County judge
temporarily blocked the
medical and mental health
records piece from going
into effect with the rest of
the law last June in response
to a lawsuit. But the court
dismissed that lawsuit last
month, allowing all pieces of
the initiative to take effect.

Medical treatment and
services

Under the initiative, parents
have a right to receive prior
notification when medical
services are offered or
provided to their child. If a child
receives medical treatment
that requires follow-up care
beyond school hours, parents
must also be notified.

That access is removed
under Senate Bill 5181.

Democrats say some of
those rights are still included
in other state and federal laws
but students do have privacy
rights when it comes to their
health care. For example, a 1985
law gives children 13 years or
older the right to mental health
treatment without parental
consent.

Republican critics of the
new legislation argue that the
definition of mental health care
has expanded over the past
40 years to include gender-

See WA’S PARENTAL Page A3
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Community Calendar

Wednesday

Cashmere Rotary Club, meets at Cashmere Presbyterian Church
hall, noon. President Mark Shorb. 509-885-0676.
Mission Creek Community Club, meets every month, 7 p.m. (1st

and 3rd Wed.).

Cashmere Food Bank, open 2nd and 4th Wednesday from 3-4
p.m. Cashmere Food Distribution Center, 316 River St for
more information, call Pam, 509-245-6464

Ukulele Circle, Join the Ukulele Circle, 530 - 6:30 p.m. every
Wednesday, at the Peshastin Library. Please come 15
minutes early to tune and get the sheet music.

Thursday

Caregiver Support Group, 2-3.30 p.m. For Caregivers of those
with Memory Loss. The Henry Building, 120 Cottage Ave.
Contact Carmen Gamble, 509-393-0789. (1st & 3rd Thurs.)

Cashmere Sportsman Assoc., (Cashmere Gun Club), open
to the pubilic for trapshooting 7-10 p.m. Private rentals by
appointment. Call Brian James, 509-782-3099.

Cashmere American Legion Post #64, 7 p.m., American
Legion Hall, 401 Sunset Highway. Commander Ken Komro,
509-782-4973. (Ist Thurs. of every month, August - June).

Cashmere American Legion Auxiliary #64. 7 p.m., American
Legion Hall, 401 Sunset Highway. President Linda Ingraham,
509-679-0243. (Ist Thurs. of every month, August - June).

Sunday

CHURCH: See the church page for local service times & events.

Monday

Cashmere Wacoka Kiwanis Club, 6:30 p.m., American Legion
Hall, lower level. 6:30 p.m. Call Pam Leighton,

509-669-3159. (4th Mon.)

Tillicum Riders, 7 p.m. Chelan County Fairgrounds.

Call Cindy, 509-662-5984. (Ist Mon.)

Cashmere City Council, 6 p.m,, City Hall (2nd & 4th Mon. of
each month (unless a holiday, then Tues.).

Planning Committee Meeting, 5 p.m. at City Hall (Ist Mon. of
each month unless a holiday, then Tues.).

Cashmere Fire Department, Business management, 7 pm,,
above City Hall. Call Chief Cy, 509-782-3513. (3rd Mon.)

Cashmere Fire Department, meeting, 8 p.m., above City Hall.
Call Chief Cy, 509-782-3513. (3rd Mon.)

Cashmere School Board Work Session, Board work sessions
are typically held towards the beginning of the month at
6:30 am. with no action taken. For updated info. Visit www.

cashmerewednet.edu

Cashmere School Regular Board Meetings, are typically held
towards the end of the month at 7 p.m. with action taken. The
schedule for meetings is subject to change to accommodate
conflicts in schedule or special circumstances. Visit www.
cashmerewednet.edu for the most up to date info.

Chelan Douglas Republican Women, Monthly meeting and
luncheon 1st Monday of the month (unless it's a holiday). $21.
for lunch, $8. for sitting only. 11 a.m. check in starts, noon for
meeting and speaker. Wenatchee Convention Center 121 N.
Wenatchee Ave. For information and reservations, please call,
Angela Dye, President, 509-668-1105 (Ist Mon.)

Tuesday

Icicle & Peshastin Irrigation Districts, Current meeting time
8 am. at 5594 Wescott Drive. Call Levi Jantzer, cell 509-607-
0278, 509-782-2561, or leviipid@nwi.net (2nd Tues.)

Peshastin Water District, meets at 4:30 p.m. Contact: Steve
Keene for meeting location. 509-548-5266. (2nd Tues.)

The Chelan County Cemetery District #2, (Peshastin) meets
at 6 p.m., at the Memorial Hall, located at 10204 Main Street.

(2nd Tues.)
NCW Libraries

Cashmere Public Library: 509-782-3314
You can order your books online at ncwlibraries.org or call

1-800-426-READ (7323).

Mon.,Tues.,Thurs., and Fri., 9-6, Wed. 1-6 and Sat.,10-2.
Closed Sun. 300 Woodring Street. Call 782-3314, or online at

cashmere@ncwlibraries.org

Cashmere Museum and Pioneer Village

Call for more information 509-782-3230

Chelan County Historical Society Board meets, 7 p.m,,
Cashmere Museum, 600 Cotlets Way. Call Nicky 509-782-

3230. (3rd Thurs.)

Note: Some meetings or events may be rescheduled due to
holidays or other closures. Please call and check with that

organization listed.

Chelan County
Sheriff’s Report

o
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This report is compiled from records provided by the Chelan
County Sheriff's Office and RiverCom. The publisher cannot
certify the complete accuracy of the information provided.

Feb 7

1:58:21 Assist Public 5240 N
Cashmere Rd, Cashmere
15:24:40 Suspicious Pioneer Dr

& Brender Canyon

Feb 8

18:07:40 Atl/Atc 700 Cotlets
Way; Rustys Dr

18:57:06 Animal Problem
5900blk Evergreen Dr,
Cashmere

19:06:02 Warrant 7030 Olalla
Canyon Rd

20:21:52 Traffic Offense 7030
Olalla Canyon Rd, Cashmere

Feb 9

20:3518 Harass/Threat 8703
Alice Ave, Dryden, Wa

20:37:28 Runaway 201 Mission
Creek Rd, Cashmere

21.42:48 Assist Agency 50
Mcghee Ln, Cashmere, Wa

Feb10

5:03:11 Court Order Vio 101
Mission View PL, Cashmere

8:12:27 Trespass 453 Willems
Rd, Cashmere,

15.42:00 Domestic Distur 4592 E
Nahahum Canyon Rd,

17:13:40 Animal Problem 817
Pioneer Ave; Cashmere

17:35:15 Animal Problem 207 N
Douglas St, Cashmere

Feb 11

12:33:52 Scam' 126 White Birch
PL Cashmere

20:00:33 Alarm' 227 Cottage
Ave; Cashmere

Feb 12

8:56:30 Diversion ‘300 Tigner
Rd; Cashmere Mi

11:04:38 Assist Public' 912
Pioneer Ave, Cashmere,

17:28:23 Civil' 816 Emerald Ave,
Cashmere

Feb 13

5:12:50 Animal Problem’ 5699
Evergreen Dr, Cashmere

11:52:43 Sex Offense’ 4870
Mission Creek Rd, Cashmere

WA'’s parental
Continued from page A2

affirming care, psychiatric
medications and other health
services that parents should
know about.

A school district cannot
release any medical or
mental health records to a
parent if that parent is being
investigated for child abuse or
neglect, according to both the
initiative and the new law.

Crime notification

The initiative outlines rights
that parents have if a crime
has been committed against,
or by, their child. If their child
is involved in a crime, a school
district must give a parent
“immediate notification.” It
also says a school district has
to notify parents immediately
if a child has been questioned
by law enforcement or if they
have been taken off campus
without parental permission.

Much of that language
remains in the current version
of Senate Bill 5181. An earlier
version would have changed
the notification requirement to
be “at the first opportunity, but
in all cases within 48 hours.”
This language was pulled
before the bill passed out of
the Senate.

Opting out of
assignments

Under the initiative, parents
have the opportunity to opt
their child out of assignments
and other activities involving
questions about the student’s
sexual experiences or religious
beliefs.

The Senate bill keeps that
right but adds to it, giving
parents the ability to also opt
out of any evaluation that
reveals information about
political beliefs, mental health
problems of the student or
their family, illegal or self-
incriminating behavior, or
income.

Parents have the right to opt
out of comprehensive sexual
health education under both
the initiative and the new bill.

Small but meaningful
changes

The Senate bill removes
the right of parents to sue a
school district if they violate
the parental rights law.

It also adds an “emergency
clause,” which means the bill
will take effect immediately
upon the governor’s signature
and removes the ability
of voters to amend the law
through a referendum.

Other clarifications
and some additions

Most of the other changes in
the new bill are clarifications.

For example, the initiative
says all parents and legal
guardians of public school
children younger than 18 have
the rights listed in the bill.
The bill updates that language
to remove the 18-year-old
age limit. Students in special
education are eligible to stay in
public school until they are 22,
and supporters of the bill argue
that under the initiative, those
parents would not have access
to information about their
students once they turn 18.

The Senate bill also outlines
rights not listed in the
initiative. Parents have the
right to file a complaint related
to harassment, to access
translated materials, to be
notified of unexcused absences,
to receive information about
special education programs,
and to request an appeal if
their child is denied access to
special education.

Washington State

Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com)
is part of States Newsroom,

a nonprofit news network
supported by grants and a
coalition of donors as a 501c(3)
public charity.

Public input
Continued from page Al

Public feedback can be
submitted through a 10-minute
online survey at www.ncw.
social/4hwwb5548 or via email
to elle.robinson@co.chelan.
wa.us. The Board of County
Commissioners is scheduled to
consider the plan for adoption
in late March.

The draft plan and associated
materials are available at www.
ncw.social/mryvkput, with the
survey accessible through
February 28.

New state forest proposed;
this one's under water

By Juan Jocom
Washington State Journal

Concerned that not enough
attention is paid to the decline
of kelp beds in Puget Sound,
Bainbridge Island resident
Sebastian Ford worked with
the Seattle Aquarium and the
Puget Sound Restoration Fund
to draft legislation to designate
bull kelp as Washington’s
official marine state forest.

The idea sounded great to
Rep. Greg Nance, D-Bainbridge
Island, who grew up swimming
in Manzanita Bay and where
he saw washed-up bull kelp
on the beach. After learning
from Suquamish elders about
the ecological importance of
kelp and witnessing its drastic
decline over the decades,
Nance agreed to sponsor the
bill.

“If you look at a map from
170 years ago, Kkelp was
everywhere in Puget Sound,”
said Nance. “Today, our
salmon are in trouble, and in
large part, it’s because we’ve
lost so much of our ecology,
including keystone species like
bull kelp.”

If enacted, HB 1631 will

designate bull kelp forests as
Washington’s official state
marine forest.

Nance and Ford hope
the bill will drive efforts to
preserve and restore bull kelp
through the Puget Sound kelp
conservation and recovery
plan. The goal is to recover
10,000 acres of kelp forests and
eelgrass meadows by 2040.

According to a 2023 aerial
survey by the Kelp Forest
Monitoring  Alliance of
Washington State, 80% of the
original bull kelp population
has disappeared in the South
and Central Puget Sound over

the past 145 years.
Miranda Roethler, a
University of Washington

graduate student studying
the effects of climate change
on bull kelp, said rising ocean
temperatures could be a factor
in its decline. However, this
alone doesn’t fully explain the
population loss.

“It’s really a site-by-site
mystery that were trying
to figure out,” Roethler said.
“Scientists are frantically
searching for this smoking
gun that’s going to universally
explain why we’re losing our

kelp.”

Ocean acidification,
salinity, industrialization and
monoculturalism could also
be to blame for the decline,
Roethler said.

According to Roethler, bull
kelp serves as both a crucial
sequester of carbon dioxide
and a vital habitat for marine
species like salmon, seals,
otters, orcas, and other marine
creatures. For Ford, the decline
of the bull kelp population can
have far reaching effects in the
whole ecosystem.

“Chinook salmon can swim
all the way from the ocean,
bringing the nutrients they
got from the kelp forest,” Ford
said. “They can swim all the
way inland and then die, and
they help [nourish] forests that
are 100 miles away.”

Moving quickly through the
legislative process, the bill has
been voted out of committee
with a majority “do pass”
recommendation.

The Washington State Journal
s a nonprofit news website
operated by the WNPA
Foundation. To learn more, go
to wastatejournal.org.

COURTESY OF JUAN JOCOM
Sebastian Ford (front), a Bainbridge resident and a high school student, shares his testimony
during a public hearing for HB 1631 on Feb. 4. Ford is one of the people who spearheaded the
drafting of the bill.

Raw pet food linked to bird
flu outbreak in house cats

NCW News
Ward Media

OLYMPIA — Health officials
have identified raw pet food as
the source of bird flu infections
in house cats, according to
a joint announcement from
Washington and Oregon
agriculture departments.

The Washington State
Department of Agriculture
(WSDA) and Oregon
Department of Agriculture
(ODA) issued a warning
after indoor cats in Oregon
contracted H5N1, also known
as HPAI in early February.
The infected cats, which had
consumed raw pet food from
the same manufacturer, were
euthanized due to the severity
of their illness following
consultation between owners
and veterinarians.

Laboratory testing
confirmed the presence of

H5N1 in both the deceased cats
and samples of raw pet food
manufactured by Wild Coast
Raw. The Oregon Veterinary
Diagnostic Laboratory at
Oregon State University
and the National Veterinary
Services Laboratories
conducted the initial testing,
with additional confirmation
from WSDA on unopened
product containers.

State agriculture officials
direct consumers to check
lot numbers on Wild Coast,
LLC products in their homes
and visit the WSDA recalls
and health alerts webpage for
specific product information.

No human infections have
been reported in connection
with the contaminated pet food.
The virus can enter through
eyes, nose, or mouth when
handling contaminated pet
food or touching contaminated
surfaces, particularly without

thorough hand washing.

Signs of H5N1 infection in
pets include fever, lethargy,
low appetite, reddened or
inflamed eyes, discharge
from eyes and nose, difficulty
breathing, and neurological
symptoms including tremors,
seizure, incoordination, or
blindness. Officials advise
immediate veterinary
consultation for pets showing
symptoms after consuming the
product.

Health officials recommend
monitoring for human
symptoms including eye
redness or irritation, cough,
sore throat, sneezing, runny
or stuffy nose, muscle and
body aches, headaches,
fatigue, fever, breathing
difficulties, diarrhea, nausea,
and vomiting. Exposed
individuals displaying
symptoms should contact
healthcare providers.
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against Wapato on Feb. 11.

The Cashmere Cheer Squad getting ready to dazzle the crowd during the boy_/s basketball playoff game

Gashmere cheerleaders defy gravity in dazzling playoff performance

Bulldogs cruise past Royal 93-32

Leah Kunz drives upcourt against the Royal Knights’ Emerson
Eilers during the Bulldogs' 53-32 win last Feb. 13. The third-
seeded Cashmere Bulldogs now travel to Naches Valley to play
the second-seeded Rangers on Feb. 15.

L amii #
Maisey Loftus looks for the open teammate while Royal's Grace
Soliz does her best to block her pass. The Bulldogs jumped to
an early lead and never looked back against the Knights last
Feb. 13, winning 53-32.

No.1 Dina Schoengart seeks to block a shot by Roy;l’s Vanes
Cedillo during the Bulldogs thorough pounding of the Knights
on Feb. 13, 53-32.

ALL PHOTOS BY SEBASTIAN MORAGA/FOR WARD MEDIA

l'lnl_'le“ BaSKEthall it encountered the skill and grace The Cashmere Cheer Squad flexing its
thriller goes to Peiim of i Cochmer Mapets fan s« by Boskoonl eyt S on
0“ertime' Ilrings boys basketball game. Feb. 11.
community together
Boys Baskethall
Tue, Feb 11 Cashmere 70 Wapato 61 Win
Fri, Feb 14 Cashmere 49 Royal 70 Loss
Girls Basketbhall
Tue, Feb 11 Cashmere 53 Royal 32 Win
Sat, Feb 15 Cashmere 57 Naches 42 Win

Stevie Garrison ce-
lebrates one of his
baskets by high-
fiving the crowd
during Feb. 12's
Unified Basketball
game at Cashmere
High School. The
crowd roared with
every basket during
a memorable
night of hoops and
friendship.

ISEMERE
E

BULLD0GS

Ya Ya Solis tries to find an open teammate during the Unified
Basketball game at Cashmere High on Feb. 12. Two teams of
Cashmere players, some able-bodied, some with disabilities,
thrilled an impressively-sized crowd Wednesday night, with the
game going into overtime. Eliana Thomas tries to block Solis,
while Stevie Garrison looks on.

19 k —] r . J =
Lane Bagley drives to the basket with Eliana Thomas playing
defense during Feb. 12's Unified Basketball game where two
teams of Cashmere students, partnered up to put on quite a
performance, with the Orange squad defeating the Black squad
by two points in overtime.

CONGRATULATIONS

(@5~

Cashmere
Middle School

Hazel Clennon
6t grade

Emery Gasbar
5t grade

Glory Lewis

Camryn Harnden
7" grade

8 grade

Nyla McCue
Estrella Espanola

Caroline Ulrich
Tech Stars
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RTHWEST SWAG WORKS

APPANEL & PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Elevate Your Brand’s First
Impression. Turn heads with
premium, personalized promotional
products that showcase your style.

Make Your Brand Unforgettable This February! . 509-731-3624 - northwestswag.com

Nelson joins 1,000-point club
as Bulldogs down Wapato 70-61

Tobie Larson drives to the basket during the Bulldogs’ win over
Wapato. The Bulldogs overcame a sluggish second quarter to
beat the Wolves 70-61.

Rylan Nelson gives the crowd a thumbs-up while the spectators
cheer for him, having broken the 1,000-point mark for his prep
career.

Rylan Hatmaker looking for
the open teammate during
the Bulldogs' 70-61 playoff
win over Wapato last Feb. 11.

Voters approve school levies for Cascade,

Manson, and Wenatchee districts

Y S

i

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA

A sign supporting Cascade School District's replacement levies sits along Chumstick Highway.

By TayLor CALDWELL
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CHELAN COUNTY - Voters
approved proposed levies for
the Cascade, Manson, and
Wenatchee school districts in
the Feb. 11 special election.

Cascade and Manson
school districts presented
replacement levies for both
the Educational Programs
and Operations (EP&O) levy
and Capital Levy for Safety,
Security, Technology and
Facility Improvements, which
are set to expire in each district
in Dec. 2025.

The EP&O levy funds

student programs and services
that receive little to no federal
funding, such as athletics
and extra-curriculars, special
education support, unfunded
staff positions, and unexpected
or district-specific expenses,
such as snow removal. Capital
levies fund the building and
renovation of schools, security
improvements, technology,
and school infrastructure.
Cascade School District’s
EP&O levy passed with
approximately 67 percent
favorability, totaling 2,270
‘ves’ votes. The Capital levy
fared similarly with 66 percent
approval, totaling 2,226

votes.

The district anticipates the
combined rate for both levies
will total $1.14 per $1,000 per
assessed value or less for
all four years of the levies,
which was the combined rate
approved by voters in 2021. The
maximum amount collected
from the combined levies is
expected to total $27.85 million
over four years, averaging $6.9
million each year.

Manson School District’s
three-year EP&O levy passed
with 67 percent approval or
678 votes. The estimated levy

See VOTERS Page B2
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Downtown Bike
Continued from page Al

wanted to be an advocate not
only just for the bike industry
and the sport, but also for
the promotion development
of small business in growing
communities,” said Todd.

However, the bike industry
has been experiencing a
recession in recent years due
to a pandemic-induced boom
that led to an oversaturated
market, putting pressure on
local bike shops. In May 2024,
AP News reported that “in
2023, bike sales totaled $4.1
billion, up 23% from 2019, but
down 24% from 2020.”

“It was actually getting
to a point where we would

have to make a decision. Do
we continue being a retail,
traditional bike shop, or do
we continue to do the niche
business as a standalone
business? And [in] light of
how the market has been
and it’s appearing to trend
for the next couple years, it
seemed to make more sense
for us to pursue the suspension
business,” said Todd.

Todd made the decision to
pivot his focus to Squishworks,
which offers a high-demand
service in the mountain bike
community. In contrast to
Downtown Bike, Squishworks
will be by appointment only,
and will serve both local riders
and bike shops throughout
the region, who outsource

factory level suspension work.
By reducing the amount of
foot traffic through the door,
Todd hopes to maximize
efficiency and speed up service
turnaround times. The ski and
board salon will continue to be
offered in the winter.

“I will miss having people
walk in the door. I love people.
I love being around people. I
love having the visitors that
come every day...We're just
doing it on a smaller scale,”
said Todd.

Todd plans to open
Squishworks in Cashmere’s
Mission District Building on
March 1.

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276
or taylor@ward.media

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA
James Moore helps Rep. Schmick understand the impact on his life thanks to EcSA.

Lawmakers
Continued from page Al

Mike Steele, Tom Dent, Joe
Schmick, and Alex Ybarra,
along with Senators Judy
Warnick and Mark Schoesler.
The legislative meetings also
included discussions with
Megan Matthews from the
Washington State Office of
Equity and Wenatchee Mayor
Mike Poirier.

The Washington Workforce
Association (WWA) has
designated EcSA enhancement
as its top legislative priority,
citing the need for increased
service levels and streamlined
program administration. The

program operates by aligning
existing workforce initiatives
to maximize their collective
impact on employment
outcomes.

The SkillSource delegation
included Managing Director
Susan Adams, Communications
Manager Kelli Martinelli,
and Business Engagement
Specialist Mayra Eaton-Garcia.
The organization coordinated
its advocacy efforts with the
Association of Washington
Business (AWB).

According to program of-
ficials, EcSA provides re-
sources for connecting busi-
nesses with skilled workers
while offering training and

credentials necessary for in-
dividuals to achieve economic
independence. The program
particularly emphasizes support
for traditionally underserved
communities, including justice-
impacted individuals and rural
populations.

The legislative day events
were part of the 2025 Legislative
Day and Hill Climb, an annual
initiative bringing workforce
development stakeholders to-
gether with state legislators.
SkillSource representatives
indicated they will continue
their engagement throughout
the legislative session through
their local workforce board of
directors.

Voters
Continued from page Bl

rate for 2026 is $1.14, with it
dropping by one cent each year
through 2028. The collected
taxes will provide up to $2.2
million in 2026 and $2.3 million
by 2028.

Manson’s three-year Capital
levy passed with nearly
67 percent approval or 688
votes. The proposed three-
year replacement levy would

authorize the collection of
taxes to provide up to $1.03
million each year starting 2026
through 2028. The levy rate is
estimated to be 55 cents per
$1,000 of assessed value.
Wenatchee School District
proposed a single four-year
EP&O levy, which passed
with 62 percent approval, or
6,720 votes. The levy rate is
estimated to be $2.20 per $1,000
of assessed value. $18.1 million
in 2026. The proposed four-

year replacement levy would
authorize collection of taxes to
provide up to $18.1 million in
2026 and $20.96 million in 2029.

For all of the districts, the
exact levy rate may be adjusted
based on the actual assessed
value of taxable property
within the district.

The special election had a 32
percent voter turnout.

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276
or taylor@ward.media

Washington lawmaker proposes
regulations for self-checkout machines

By ALBERT JAMES
Murrow News Fellow

OLYMPIA - Proposed
legislation could change the
way customers shop at grocery
stores, as one Democratic
lawmaker is pushing for
regulations on self-checkout
machines.

House Bill 1739 would
establish rules for when and
how self-checkout stands could
be used in grocery stores. If
passed, self-checkouts could
only be used when a regular
checkout lane is open. An
employee who monitors self-
service lanes would have to do
so exclusively, and be limited to
supervising a maximum of two
stands. For their part, customers
would be limited to bringing just
15 items to check out.

The regulations would apply
to grocery stores over 15,000
thousand square feet in size,
but not to any bulk goods
stores with memberships.
The Department of Labor
and Industries would be
responsible for investigating
and enforcing violations with
a fine.

“There has been a lot of
challenges across Washington

for grocery workers with
unchecked automation and
chronic understaffing,”
said prime sponsor State
Representative Mary Fosse, D-
Everett.

At a House Committee
on Labor and Workforce
Standards hearing Wednesday
morning, Fosse said she
wants a conversation about
making sure the self-checkout
technology supports clerks.

“We know it can be a
convenience, but when it’s
used to-as a way to eliminate
workers and cut labor costs,
that’s when it really puts
workers and customers at
risk,” she said.

Grocery workers testified
in support of the regulations,
saying self-checkout makes
them unsafe and overwhelmed.

Clerks spoke about how
they feel stretched too
thin supervising multiple
machines while keeping an
eye out for theft, addressing
malfunctioning stations, and
generally helping customers

“On a particularly hard
day, a woman threw a steak
at me because her item did
not qualify for a bogo deal we
were running,” said Bellevue

grocery clerk James Reed. “I
would have overridden the
machine given the chance. She
just didn’t give it to me.”

However, critics of the
proposal argued stores
themselves know best how to
regulate self-checkout.

Organizations representing
grocery stores said other
policies can better address
theft and worker safety, and
the bill is ultimately just too
restrictive.

“Removing the flexibility
that they have to meet staffing
demands, customer demands
and the other variables that
come with operating stores,”
said Brandon Houskeeper with
the Northwest Grocery Retail
Association. “Including things
like when stores are busier
during holiday seasons, when
stores are slower different
times of the day.”

The proposed regulations
have yet to be scheduled for a
vote out of committee.

This article was produced

as part of the Murrow News
Fellowship program, a
collaborative effort between
news outlets statewide and
Washington State University.
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Cashmere

CASHMERE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

303 Maple Street
* 509-782-2431

 Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

Call for activities: Pastor Charles Clarke

 www.cashmerepres.org

CASHMERE COMMUNITY CHURCH

213 S Division St - 509-782-3811

* Worship Service at 11:00 AM, Sunday

e Office Hours: Mon-Thurs,
*10AMto 1 PM
e Pastor Lilia Felicitas-Malana

CHRIST CENTER

Sunday Worship Service at 10 am
* Lead Pastor Steve Haney

* 5800 Kimber Rd., Cashmere

* 509-295-8006 christcentercashmere.com

Monitor

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

3799 Fairview Canyon - 509-782-2601
Worship Service at 9:00 AM, Sunday

Pastor Lilia Felicitas-Malana

Tumwater Drilling and Pump Inc.

Free Water

Conveniently located
on Hwy 2 across
from the Big Y Cafe
in Dryden
& 5290 Hwy 2

WATER SOFTENER.
SULFUR, WHOLE HO

“Water Treatment Systems Built
to Your Individual Problem”

Analysis/Estimates / "‘

Tumwater
Drilling & Pump,

ot Reg FTUMWADPSIIRR

509-548-5361

www tumwaterdrilling.com - email info@tumwaterdrilling.com

Inogen

INOGEN®
PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-794-1675

130-day sk fre
fora full refund of pu
PM230469 EN_EX_U
859

thin 30 days of purchase

Dryden

DRYDEN COMMUNITY CHURCH

Hwy 2 at Dryden Ave. ¢ 509-782-2935 » Sunday Worship at 11 am.
Prayer Meeting Wed. at 6 pm. Pastor Bill Clem

MID-VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH

8345 Stine Hill Rd. * 509-782-2616 * Worship Service, 10 a.m.,
Sunday School, 9 a.m. sPastor Mike Moore

www.midvalley baptist.org

Peshastin

LIGHT IN THE VALLEY COMMUNITY CHURCH
8455 Main Street ® Sunday Worship 10 a.m.  Pastor John Romine

www.lightinthevalley.org

NEW LIFE FOURSQUARE CHURCH

7591 Hwy. 97 » 509-548-4222 ¢ Sunday Worship, 10 a.m.

* Pastors, Darryl and Mindy Wall
¢ newlifeleavenworth@gmail.com

FB page: newlifeleavenworth ® www.newlifeleavenworth.com

Plain

PLAIN COMMUNITY CHURCH

Serving Our Valley Since 1941 ¢ 12565 Chapel Dr. 509-763-3621
Looking for you at 10:30 this Sunday! ® plaincommunitychurch.org
facebook.com/plaincommunitychurch eoffice@plaincommunitychurch.org

Complete Excavating Service

Power & Water Systems
Dump Truck & Dozer,
[]ramheld Hepalr /

(509) 548-3489
Leavenworth, WA

v

WESL

FINANCIAL GROUP

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify:

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare

We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

Call 1.855.717.4567

EY

a7

o Tl b - e =z
“-*This'is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group; LLC (“WFG”) and/or its affiliates, sticcessors;or assigns are

not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice.of law or provide legal advice or legal
representation. Actual resuits depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed.

Leavenworth

CASCADE MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
Office: 509-548-4331 ¢ 11025, Chumstick Hwy. * Please join us Sunday
mornings, 9 a.m., Sunday School, 10:30 a.m., Worship Service

LEAVENWORTH COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
418 Evans Street ® 509-548-5619 ¢ 10 a.m.Sunday Service, Pastor * Jo Dene

Romeijn-Stout eLeavenworthumc.org

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA

leavenworthumc@outlook.com

“Reconciling in Christ Congregation” » 224 Benton Street
* 509-548-7010 » Worship 9:30 a.m. w/coffee following

* https://www.flcleavenworth.com

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF LEAVENWORTH, SBC
429 Evans Street, 509- 470-7745 » Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
* www.leavenworthbaptist.com ¢ Email: info@leavenworthbaptist.com

LEAVENWORTH CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

111 Ski Hill Drive ¢ 509-548-5292  Sunday Worship 9 a.m. ¢ Lead
Pastor: Greg Appleby ® Youth Pastor Paige Derossett ® Worship
Pastor-Jacob Mitchell ® www.LCN.org

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

10600 Ski Hill Drive ® 509-548-4345 o

Saturday Services ® Bible Study

9:30 a.m. * Worship 11 a.m. * 509-860-3997

SPIRIT LIFE CENTER

210 Benton Street ® 509-548-7138 ¢ Sunday Worship 10 a.m., Prayer 6
p.m. ¢ Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m. ¢ Pastor Russell Esparza

m Free Pickup & Towing.
u Top Tax Deduction.

N Donate Your Vehicle
“Ngall (877) 225-8568 to donate

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

877-225-8568 ZN—_—

While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (877) 225-8568.

your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

Hale Honeybells

The once a (ear citrus sensatlon'

Call 1-877-663-5544 to order item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H5YT85

| 34% SAVINGS g

INCLUDING SHIPPING

I
| -
1 * Only $34.99 (reg. $44-:99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48 >
1 contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer. yiate
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assifieds

Email your Classifieds &
Legal Notices to:

classifieds@ward.media

or call 509-293-6780

WARD MEDIA

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real astate advertis-
ing in this newspaper
is subject to the Foir e
Housing Act, which ¥R
makes it illegal to advertise "anmy
prisference, imitation or discrimina-
tion based on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial status or na-
tional origin, or an intention to make
any such preferance, limitation or
discrimination.” This newspaper will
not knowingly accept any advertis-
ing for real astate that is inviolation
of the law. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD at 1-800-669-9777.
The number for hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

CORRECTIONS: Ward Media LLC shall
be responsible for corrections to adver-
tisements on the first publication only.
The advertiser will be responsible for
the corrections made thereafter. Ward
Media LLC shall not be responsible for
slight changes or typographical errors
that do no lessen the value of the adver-
tisement. Ward Media LLC’s liability for
other errors or omissions in connection
with an advertisement is strictly limited
to the publication of the advertisements
in any subsequent issue. No monetary
refunds will be given. For more informa-
tion call 509-548-5286.
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WARD MEDIA

Announcements

Lost & Found

Huckleberry
Was found deceased on
Apple Acres Road. less
than a mile from his
home.

His collar and tags had
been removed.
SEEKING ANY

INFORMATION/TIP
LEADING TO WHO HAS
THE COLLAR & TAGS.
WE WOULD LIKE THEM

RETURNED.
Substantial Reward
Offered.
(509) 682-0131
Avemariadover@gmail.com

Miscellaneous

General Interest

We buy 8,000 cars a
week.
Sell your old. busted or
junk car with no hoops.
haggles or headaches.
Sell your car to Peddle.
Easy three step process.
Instant offer.
Free pickup.
Fast payment.
Call 1-888-684-5494
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Resolve Conflict Now!

509-521-6441
NCWMediation.net
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Prepare for power
outages with
Briggs & Stratton;
PowerProtect(TM)
standby generators - the
most powerful home
standby generators
available.
Industry-leading
comprehensive warranty
- 7 years ($849 value.)
Proudly made in the
U.S.A. Call
Briggs & Stratton
1-888-358-4047.

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter. the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & amp;
Military Discounts.
Call 1-888-360-1582.

We Buy Houses for
Cash AS IS!

No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call. get cash offer and
get paid.

Get your fair cash offer
today by calling
Liz Buys Houses:
1-888-720-3848

DIRECTV-
All your entertainment.
Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and
get your first three
months of Max.,
Paramount+. Showtime.,
Starz. MGM+ and
Cinemax included.
Choice package
$84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV
1-888-492-3055

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
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sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

Cad | e

the moment you
square off, s

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!
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Here’s How It Works:

1

Level: imermediste

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and hox. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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Employment

Help Wanted

Entry Level Career
Training:
Client
Service/Sales/Rating.
Are you responsible,
friendly. motivated.
honest. detailed. looking
for a career then we hire
local!
See Wenatchee
Craigslist
job # 7824642237
Leavenworth Insurance.

WE ARE
HIRING

Learn more online at
cityofleavenworth.com/
employment

The City of Leavenworth
is an equal opportunity
employer (EOE)

Work Wanted

WORK WANTED
Looking for House
Cleaning Part Time
and/or Pet Sitting in the
Leavenworth Area
House Phone:
509-763-0355
Please send text
message to-
509-429-3392

Sporting Goods

FOR SALE
Sears Pro-form XP 615
Treadmill Exerciser
Excellent Condition
$75.00
(No Text)

(509) 679- 9318

Public Notices

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON IN AND FOR
CHELAN COUNTY
In the Matter of the Estate of
JOHN WILLIAM BRANGWIN,
Deceased.

No. 25-4-00049-04
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
The Personal Representative
named below has been appointed
as Personal Representative of this
estate. Any person having a claim
against the decedent must, before
the time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable statute
of limitations, present the claim in
the manner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or mailing
to the Personal Representative or
the Personal Representative's
attorney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim with the
court in  which the probate
proceedings were commenced.
The claim must be presented
within the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to the
creditor as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four months
after the date of first publication of
the notice. If the claim is not
presented within this time frame,
the claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This bar
is effective as to claims against
both the decedent's probate and

nonprobate assets.

DATE OF FIRST PUBLICATION:
February 19, 2025

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE:
John Michael Brangwin
ATTORNEY FOR PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE: David Visser
ADDRESS FOR MAILING OR
SERVICE: OVERCAST LAW
OFFICES 23 South Wenatchee
Avenue Suite 320 Wenatchee, WA
98801 COURT OF PROBATE
PROCEEDINGS AND CAUSE
NUMBER: Chelan County Superior
Court.  No. 25-4-00049-04
OVERCAST LAW OFFICES By:
/s/ David Visser, WSBA No. 41546
for Personal

Attorney
Representative Published in the
Leavenworth Echo/Cashmere

Valley Record on February 19. 26.
March 5, 2025. #9445

NCW

N EWS

Discover the heart of North Central
Washington with NCW News —
your premier source for
local stories, insights, and
community updates.

Stay informed, stay connected.
https:/incw.news/

Guess

Wee?

| am a singer born in England on
January 12, 1993. | planned to
become an English teacher, but tried out
for “The X Factor” as a solo artist. | was
ultimately paired with other singers to
form a very successful boy band before
moving on to a solo career.
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WORD SCRAMBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell

something pertaining

RESEA

to computer cleanup.
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Public Notices

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF
CHELAN
In the Matter of the Estate of:
MARTIN GEORGE VENNEBERG,
Deceased.

NO. 25-4-00003-04
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030
The personal representative
named below has been appointed

as personal representative of this
estate. Any person having a claim
against the decedent must. before
the time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable statute
of limitations. present the claim in
the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the personal
representative or the personal
representative’s attorney at the
address stated below a copy of the
claim and filing the original of the
claim with the Court. The claim
must be presented within the latter
of: (1) Thirty days after the
personal representative served or
mailed the notice to the creditor as
provided under RCW 11.40.020(3);
or (2) four months after the date of
first publication of the notice. If the
claim is not presented within this
time frame, the claim is forever
barred. except as otherwise
provided in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is effective as

to claims against both the
decedent’s probate and
nonprobate assets.

Date of First Publication: 12,
February 2025

Personal Representative:

Paul Martin Venneberg

Attorney for Personal

Representative: Nicholas Yedinak
Address for Mailing of Service:
435 Orondo Avenue

P.O. Box 1667

Wenatchee, WA 98807-1667
DATED this 20th day
December, 2024.

PAUL MARTIN VENNEBERG
Personal Representative
KOTTKAMP, YEDINAK &
ESWORTHY, P.L.L.C.

Attorneys for Estate

Published in the Leavenworth
Echo/Cashmere Valley Record on
February 12, 19, 26, 2025. #9375
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Public Notices

CITY OF LEAVENWORTH
REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS
FOR
SS4A SAFETY ACTION PLAN
The City of Leavenworth is
soliciting qualifications  for the
development of a Safety Action
Plan in accordance with the US
Department  of  Transportation
Federal Highway Administration’s
Safe Streets and Roads for All
grant program. The Safety Action
Plan  will analyze collision
occurrence and trends, review
opportunites to  revise and
establish safety related policies,
identify countermeasures to
increase safety and mobility, and
develop a capital improvement
plan to construct countermeasures
as necessary. Due to funding
constraints, this project must be
completed by the end of 2025.
The complete  Request for
Qualifications (RFQ) document
can be found on the City of
Leavenworth’s request
for  bids/proposals  webpage:
https://cityofleavenworth.com/docu
ments/category/requests-for-bids-p
roposals. It is the sole
responsibility of the Consultant to
obtain any RFQ updates or
addenda from the City’s website.
Submissions  shall be sent
electronically to Andrea Fischer,
City Clerk, at
afischer@cityofleavenworth.com
by 1:00:00 PM on Wednesday ,
March 5 , 2025 Late or
incorrectly submitted submissions
will be automatically disqualified
from consideration. Any
qualifications received after the
specified date and time will
automatically be rejected and will

not receive any further
consideration by the City.
The City of Leavenworth in

accordance with Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act (Section 504)
and the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA), commits to
nondiscrimination on the basis of
disability. in all of its programs and
activities. This material can be
made available in an alternate
format by emailing Kit Kocha., EIT .
CIP Manager at
kkocha@cityofleavenworth.com or
by calling (509) 548-5275.

The City of Leavenworth, in
accordance with the provisions of
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 (78 Stat. 252,42 U.S.C.
2000d to 2000d-4) and the
Regulations. hereby notifies all
consultants that will affirmatively
ensure that any contract entered
into pursuant to this request for
qualifications, disadvantaged
business enterprises  will be
afforded full and fair opportunity to
submit proposal in response to this
invitaton and  will not be
discriminated against on the
grounds of race, color, or national
origin in consideration for an
award. Published in the Leavenworth
Echo/Cashmere Valley Record on
February 19, 26, 2025. #9420

Public Notices

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON IN AND FOR
CHELAN COUNTY
In the Matter
of the Estate of
KAREN ELIZABETH JOHNSON.
No. 25-4-00033-04
PROBATE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

The Administrator named below
has been appointed as Personal
Representative of this estate. Any
person having a claim against the
decedent must, before the time the
claim would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim in the
manner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or mailing
to the Personal Representative or

the Personal Representative's
attorney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim with the
court in  which the probate
proceedings were commenced.
The claim must be presented
within the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to the
creditor as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c): or (2) four months
after the date of first publication of
the notice. If the claim is not
presented within this time frame,
the claim is forever barred. except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This bar
is effective as to claims against
both the decedent's probate and
nonprobate assets.

DATE OF FIRST PUBLICATION:
February 12th , 2025

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE:
Alexander D. Johnson
ATTORNEY FOR

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE:
Rani K. Sampson

ADDRESS FOR MAILING OR
SERVICE: Overcast Law Offices
Attn: Rani K. Sampson

23 South Wenatchee Avenue.
Suite 320 Wenatchee, WA 98801
COURT OF PROBATE
PROCEEDINGS AND CAUSE
NUMBER: Chelan County Superior
Court, Cause No. 25-4-00033-04
Overcast Law Offices By: /s/

Rani K. Sampson,

WSBA No. 37489

Attorney for Personal
Representative

Published in the Leavenworth
Echo/Cashmere Valley Record on
February 12, 19, 26, 2025. #9372

Public Notices

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON
FOR CHELAN COUNTY
In the Matter of the Estate
of
SUSAN N. HOWARD,
Deceased.

No. 25-4-00058-04
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030
The personal representative
named below has been appointed
as personal representative of this
estate. Any person having a claim
against the decedent must. before
the time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable statute
of limitations, present the claim in
the manner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or mailing
to the personal representative or
the personal representative’s

attorney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and filing
the original of the claim with the
Court in  which the probate
proceedings were commenced.
The claim must be presented
within the later of: (1) Thirty days
after the personal representative
served or mailed the notice to the
creditor as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c): or (2) four months
after the date of first publication of
the notice. If the claim is not
presented within this time frame,
the claim is forever barred. except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and RCW 11.40.060.
This bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication:

February 19, 2025

Personal Representative:

Heidi S. Schroeder

Attorney  for  the Personal
Representative: Russell J. Speidel
Address for Mailing or Service:
Speidel Bentsen LLP

7 North Wenatchee Avenue,

Suite 600 P.O. Box 881
Wenatchee, WA 98807-0881

Court of Probate Proceedings

and Cause Number: Chelan
County Superior Court Cause

No. 25-4-00058-04

HEIDI S. SCHROEDER
Personal Representative
Attorneys for
Representative:
SPEIDEL BENTSEN LLP
By: RUSSELL J. SPEIDEL
WSBA No. 12838

7 North Wenatchee Avenue,

Suite 600 P.O. Box 881
Wenatchee, WA 98807

Published in  the Leavenworth
Echo/Cashmere Valley Record on
February 19. 26. March 5, 2025. #9424

Personal
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF CASHMERE FFA

Cashmere FFA celebral:es Nal:ional

FFA week, prepares for spring

Cashmere Valley Record
Ward Media

CASHMERE - Cashmere
FFA is gearing up for a
packed spring season filled
with leadership and skill
competitions, hands-on
agricultural projects, and its
highly anticipated spring plant
sale.

The chapter’s first
competitive speaking event,
the FFA Creed contest, will
feature 10 freshmen competing
on March 13 in Cashmere.

Participants include Melisa
Avila, Miranda Castro, Oscar
Green, Miranda Hernandez,
Liam Hill, Kaili Landes, Maren
Peterson, Zoey Rousey, Kaylee
Smith, and Olivia Smith.

Sophie Hill will compete in
Extemporaneous Speaking,
with the ambitions of securing
a spot in the State Finals.

Beyond public speaking,
Cashmere FFA is actively
preparing for upcoming com-
petitions in Meats Evaluation,
Milk Quality and Products,
and Novice Parliamentary
Procedure.

Interest in the Parliamentary
Procedure event is especially
strong, with over 20 freshmen
committed to learning and
competing in the category.

To celebrate National FFA
Week, the chapter will host a
“Farming Game” tournament
on Wednesday, Feb. 19. The
event aims to bring students
together to engage in
agricultural-themed strategy
and teamwork.

“Please mark the following
important dates on your
calendar,” Cashmere FFA
advisor Rusty Finch said.
“Thank you for supporting
Cashmere FFA.”

The popular Cashmere FFA
Plant Sale is set to return this
spring. The online sale will
open on Sunday, April 27, at 6
p-m., while the in-person sale
is scheduled for Sunday, May
4, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Throughout the winter,
Cashmere FFA students
have remained actively en-
gaged in agricultural edu-
cation. Highlights include
the Horticulture class’s Va-
lentine’s Day floral arrange-
ments, created with guidance
from Jenni Groce and Kim
Holladay, and hands-on
experiences in animal science,
such as sausage-making
lessons.

As Cashmere FFA continues
to foster leadership, skill
development, and agricultural
education, the community
is encouraged to support
its activities and initiatives
throughout the season.

National FFA Week is an
annual celebration of the
National FFA Organization,
held during the week of
George Washington’s birthday
(February 22) to recognize
the importance of agricultural
education and FFA’s role in
developing future leaders. In

2025, National FFA Week will
take place from February 15-22.

During this week, FFA
chapters across the country
organize events to raise
awareness about agriculture,
promote leadership and
service, and celebrate their
members’ achievements.

Cashmere FFA members display the Horticulture Valentine’'s floral arrangements they created
in celebration of Valentine's Day.

Activities often include school contributions of FFA members

and community outreach and encourage others to get
programs, appreciation involved in agricultural
breakfasts, service projects, education. It is a time for

members, advisors, alumni,
and supporters to showcase
how FFA prepares students
for careers in agriculture and
leadership roles.

agricultural trivia contests,
and social events to engage
students and the community.
The goal of National FFA
Week is to highlight the

Sydney Mazur and Elly Steele demonstrate how to make
sausage in their Animal Science class.

FREE SAMPLES
FACTORY TOURS

Aplets & Cotlets.

Candy Kitchen Tour
(& Country Store

Sample the taste of Washington
State, just off Highway 2 in
downtown Cashmere. We're
the perfect stop in your tour of
the Cascade Loop and the
perfect souvenir gift for family

and friends!

:"'-

Store Hours: Mon - Fri: 9am to
5pm « Weekends 10am to 4pm
Closed major holidays.

Call 509-782-2191 for
information
Production and tour hours do not always

coincide, therefore the factory may not be
producing for all tours.

Proud to support FFA and
its mission to empower
young leaders through
agricultural education,
leadership, and service.

Together, we're growing

strong communities—one

student at a time.

StateFarm
Bruce Cheadle, Agent

301 Aplets Way, &)

Cashmere, WA State Farm Insurance Companies
(509) 782-1659  Home Office Bloomington, Illinois
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