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Connecting communities 
across North Central 
Washington
NCW News| B1
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Volunteer June Darling stands with dinner guest Easton Reiber in front of 
the name tag station. The dinners have made a tradition of placing name 
tags on the wall at the end of the meal.

COURTESY OF CONFLUENCE HEALTH

Members of the Confluence Health security team pose with Atlas, a German Shepherd who recently joined the 
hospital’s new K9 security program. Atlas and his handler completed extensive training before beginning their duties.
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The Cashmere community dinners are hosted by different organizations, 
but always held at the gym of the Cashmere Community Church.

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA

Seventh-day Adventist Church volunteers serve dinner to community 
members.

Community dinners foster 
connection in the Upper Valley

By Taylor Caldwell
Ward Media Staff Reporter

UPPER VALLEY – Community 
dinners, hosted monthly at 
Leavenworth Community United 
Methodist Church (UMC) and weekly 
at Cashmere Community Church, 
bring neighbors together over a 
shared meal, fostering connection and 
a sense of community.

“It’s not [about the church]. 
It’s about getting people from the 
community to be part of it, whether 
people are hungry or whether they 
just need the social aspect,” said 
Judy Weaver, a volunteer at the 
Leavenworth community dinner.

According to Weaver, Leavenworth 
Community UMC has historically 
done community dinners, but hadn’t 
in the last 12 years of her attendance. 
The community dinners returned to 
the church about a year and a half 
ago, thanks to the initiative of the 
suppers’ two volunteer cooks, Angela 
Kelley and Myrene McFarland.

“The pastor asked us what we 
thought our mission should be in the 
community…And so we went around 

and we all wrote up what we said, 
and I said, ‘Feed people.’ And so that’s 
what we’re trying to do, and not just 
with food, with community,” said 
McFarland.

The made-from-scratch dinners, 
such as lasagna or chicken curry, 
often include donations from local 
businesses, like staples from Dan’s 
Food Market, or strudel from Obertal 
Inn. They attract about 60 guests each 
time, ranging from senior citizens to 
young families, and even Pacific Crest 
Trail (PCT) hikers in the summer.

“[The hikers] were very 
appreciative of being able to just be 
able to sit down and be comfortable 
and not have to worry about 
anything…And all the stories you 
hear are just amazing,” said Weaver.

In the future, Leavenworth 
Community UMC envisions creating 
a host rotation similar to that of 
Cashmere Community Church’s 
community dinners, which shares the 
hosting responsibilities amongst local 
community groups.

The dinners, which occur on a 

By Taylor Caldwell
Ward Media Staff Reporter

PORTLAND, Ore. – The United 
States Forest Service (USFS) is 
currently taking comments on its 
proposed changes to the Northwest 
Forest Plan (NWFP) through March 
17.

The NWFP dates back to the mid-
1990s, serving as the blueprint for 
conserving forests and wildlife habitat 
along the West Coast. It covers over 24 
million acres managed by the Forest 
Service and other federally managed 
lands, spanning from California and 
up through Washington. 

The proposed amendments intend 
to provide an updated management 
framework that incorporates best 
available scientific information and 
current conditions in order to better 
address the social, economic, and 
ecological changes experienced over 
the last 30 years.

The proposed changes outlined 
in a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement focus on themes of fire 
resilience, economic benefits, and 
forest stewardship, with Tribal 
inclusion and adapting to changing 
conditions interwoven throughout 
these themes.

With fire resilience, the proposed 
amendments would prioritize 
proactive fire management to protect 
communities and forests, such as 
strategic planning for community 
safety and risk reduction, the 
reintroduction of fire to maintain 
fire-adapted ecosystems, and 
collaboration with communities to 
use and develop wildfire protection 
plans.

Forest stewardship amendments 
would tailor management for dry 
and moist ecosystems, combine 
restoration with timber harvesting 
activities to maintain ecological 
health and economic output, use 
modern forestry methods to improve 
resilience, and retain mature and old-
growth forest conditions.

The forest stewardship 
amendments distinguishing dry and 
moist ecosystems could be most 
impactful for improving fire resiliency 
in the Okanogan-Wenatchee National 
Forest, which is primarily dry forest.

“The original 1994 plan amendment 
basically grouped, lumped the whole 
area to have the same management 
direction, but we know that dry and 
moist ecosystems are quite different 
ecologically, and how fire behaves on 
those landscapes is quite different. So, 
one of the goals of this amendment 
is to improve our ability to restore 
dry ecosystems, to restore ecological 
integrity in those dry ecosystems, 
which is currently difficult to do 
under the existing Northwest Forest 
Plan,” said Shasta Ferranto, special 
assistant to the Forest Service’s 
regional forester.

The proposed amendments 
would open up dry forests to more 
mechanical thinning and burning, 
while retaining trees older than 150 
years.

The amendment would also seek 

NCW News 
Ward Media

EAST WENATCHEE — Columbia 
Valley Community Health (CVCH) 
announced Tuesday it will open a 
new behavioral health clinic in East 
Wenatchee to expand mental health 

services in Chelan and Douglas 
counties.

The facility, located at 980 Eastmont 
Ave., will begin operations in two 
phases: February 10 for children’s 
behavioral health services, followed 
by adult services on February 17. 
The clinic has space for up to 29 

behavioral health providers.
“We are excited to expand our 

mental health services and provide 
crucial support for all of Chelan 
and Douglas counties,” said Manuel 
Navarro, CEO of CVCH.

The new state-of-the-art 
facility will offer comprehensive 

mental health treatments and 
interventions, with specialized 
services for both adult patients 
and children requiring behavioral 
health support. Mental health 
organizations across the country 
have reported growing demand for 
services in recent years.

CVCH officials confirmed the 
clinic is currently accepting new 
patients. Community members 
seeking services can access 
additional information through the 
organization’s website or contact the 
clinic directly at (509) 662-6000 for 
appointment scheduling.

NCW News 
Ward Media

WENATCHEE -  Patients and 
visitors to Confluence Health 
Hospital’s Central and Mares 
campuses soon might see the  newest 
member of the Confluence Health 
staff on duty, and this staff member 
wears a fur coat rather than scrubs. 

A part of the newly launched 
security dog program at Confluence 
Health, Atlas – a male 3-year-old 
German Shepard  originally from 
Slovakia in Eastern Europe – and 
his handler, Justin Bennett, recently 
returned to the Wenatchee area 
after completing their extensive 
training. The four-legged addition to 
the security team is one of two dogs 
planned, with  the second dog and 
handler arriving later in the year.  

“Like programs at healthcare 
facilities around the country, our new 

CVCH expands behavioral health services with new East Wenatchee clinic

Confluence Health adds new security dog

Forest Service 
seeks public 
comment 
on proposed 
changes to 
Northwest 
Forest Plan

See FOREST SERVICE Page B2See CONFLUENCE HEALTH Page B2

See COMMUNITY DINNERS Page B2
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Get your event in the spotlight with Ward Media!
If you have an exciting event to share, email Reporter Quinn Propst at quinn@ward.media. We’ll showcase the five most 
captivating events of the week, giving your event the recognition it deserves. Even if your event isn’t among the top five,  
it will still be added to our events calendar and featured online. Don’t miss this chance to make your event shine! 5 

things to do
this week

Empty Bowls Festival 
Glazing Days 

Help feed the hungry, 
strengthen community, and 
celebrate the arts through 
the Upper Valley Empty 
Bowls Festival, which begins 
on Friday, January 31, from 
12-8 p.m. and continues on 
February 1-3 from 12-8 p.m. 
in the Woodpecker Room at 
the Sleeping Lady Mountain 
Resort.

“Come glaze a bowl with 
your friends, family, and 
community members this year 
at the Sleeping Lady Mountain 
Resort,” the event page states. 
“Paint your own design on a 
bowl, then pick up your finished 
bowl at the community soup 
supper on Thursday, March 27 
at the Leavenworth Festhalle.”

Participants may pay for 
their bowl at the door, or online 
at uvemptybowls.org. Click on 
the Glazing Days link to pay.

 All proceeds from the UV 
Empty Bowls Festival are 
donated to purchase food at 

the local Community Cupboard 
Food Bank, and to fund small 
art grants to support local 
youth arts programs. 

 
For more information, visit 
uvemptybowls.org.

DIY Fridays
The Peshastin Library will 

host a DIY Friday on Friday, 
January 31, from 2:30-5:30 p.m.

“Kids, stop by the Peshastin 
Library on Friday afternoons 
for a new Do-It-Yourself 
project,” the event page states. 
“There will be a variety of 
project types, from arts and 
crafts to STEM to LEGO 
challenges.”

For more information, visit 
ncwlibraries.org. 

Lichen Illustrated 
Glossary Workshop

The Wenatchee River 
Institute will host a Lichen 
Illustrated Glossary Workshop 

on Wednesday, 
February 5, from 
5:30-8 p.m.

“In this 
workshop we 
will combine 
the science of 
lichenology with 
the joy of artistic 
creativity,” the event 
page states. “We will cover 
20 terms that describe the 
different structures and forms 
of lichen. We’ll illustrate them 
in a booklet that participants 
can take home for future 
reference.”

“Microscopes, specimens, 
visual aids, paper, and drawing 
supplies will be provided,” the 
event page states. “All skill 
levels welcome.”

For more information, visit 
wenatcheeriverinstitute.org

February Repair Cafe
Waste Loop will host the 

February Repair Cafe on 
Wednesday, February 5, from  

6-8 p.m. at Eastside Rebuild in 
Cashmere.

“Do you have items that 
need fixing? Repair Cafes 
are free events that foster 
community, reduce waste, and 
build up the circular economy 
in NCW through repair,” the 
event page states.

For more information, visit 
wasteloop.org.

Mountain Sports Expo
The Mountain Sports Expo 

will come to the Leavenworth 
Festhalle on Saturday, 
February 1 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

“Representatives for all 
mountain sports; skiing, 
climbing, backcountry 
horsemanship, hiking,” the 
event page states. “Repre
sentatives will be giving 
presentations throughout the 
day.”

For more information, visit 
leavenworthmuseum.org.

Cashmere 
Valley 
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In tight budget year, pressure builds to boost WA school funding

After arson, WA lawmakers 
advance bill to warn of ballot 
box tampering penalties

By Jerry Cornfield
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA - Lawmakers 
have begun another hard 
conversation on what it may 
cost the state to amply fund 
basic education in public 
schools as required by 
Washington’s constitution.

A state Senate panel on 
Wednesday held a hearing on 
bills that would collectively 
boost funding for special 
education, transportation 
and operations by $2 billion 
in the next budget, and bring 
the state closer to covering its 
share of the tab in those three 
areas.

Superintendents of school 
districts on both sides of 
the Cascades voiced strong 
support, saying they are forced 
to use local levy dollars to pay 
for programs and services 
that are the state’s financial 
responsibility.

“Without a solution that 
addresses the true costs of 
doing business now and in 
the future, schools will face 
growing financial pain,” Ben 
Ferney, superintendent of 
Cheney Public Schools told 
the Senate Early Learning and 
K-12 Education Committee.

The Office of Superintendent 
of Public Instruction is already 
keeping close watch on the 
finances of several cash-
strapped districts.

Special education emerged 
Wednesday as the area where 
the gap is largest between 
what districts receive from 
the state and what they pay 
for with local dollars. There 
were two bills heard, each of 
which would increase funding 
by roughly $1.5 billion in the 
next budget.

Senate Majority Leader 
Jamie Pedersen, D-Seattle, 
and Senate Minority Leader 
John Braun, R-Centralia, are 
the co-sponsors of one. It calls 
out special education as a 
component of basic education 
that the state has a duty to 
fund.

“These are kids in our public 
schools who have disabilities 
of one sort or another, and 
state and federal law require 
our school districts to provide 
them services. So in what 
world can we say with a 
straight face that that is not 
basic education,” Pedersen 
told the committee.

Pedersen emphasized to 
reporters earlier in the week 
that it is a statewide concern. 
It will be expensive. Those 
costs come at a time when 
lawmakers are trying to solve 
a budget shortfall estimated 
to be around $12 billion spread 
over the next four fiscal years. 

“How much we can actually 
fund this year, I’m not sure,” 
he said Tuesday. “But every 
school district that I have 
talked to tells me that a 
significant amount of their 
extra resources that ought to 
be available for enrichment is 
now going to pay for the needs 
of kids with disabilities.”

In 2012, in the landmark 
case known as McCleary, the 
state Supreme Court ruled 
the state was not meeting 
its constitutional obligation 
to provide ample funding for 
basic education. It took the 
state six years to comply. 

Superintendent of Public 

Instruction Chris Reykdal said 
recently that the state has 
backslid on its investments 
since then and is at risk of 
getting sued again. 

Pedersen agrees, especially 
in the arena of special 
education.

“We are in a position 
already where we should 
expect to be sued if we fail to 
provide the money to amply 
fund education for kids with 
disabilities,” Pedersen said.

Breaking it down
Special education funding 

is distributed in Washington 
using two key guidelines.

First, there is a cap on 
the percentage of a school 
district’s student population 
that can receive extra dollars 
for special education services. 

Under current law, the 
state only provides additional 
funding for up to 16% of a 
district’s student population. 
In other words, if 20% of a 
district’s population requires 
special education services, the 
district cannot get additional 
money for the remaining 4%.

Second, the state distributes 
an amount of money for each 
student enrolled in a school 
plus additional dollars for 
each special education student 
under a formula known as the 
multiplier.

Both Senate Bill 5263, 
Pedersen’s bill, and Senate Bill 
5307, sponsored by Sen. Lisa 
Wellman, D-Mercer Island, 
would remove the enrollment 
cap and increase the multiplier 
in order to drive more dollars 
to districts.

Pedersen’s bill also simplifies 
the formula used by the state 
to determine how much will be 
provided per student.

Both bills also look to 
make it easier for districts to 
qualify for additional special 
education dollars through a 
safety net program run by the 
Office of Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. 

Neither proposal is cheap.
The bill from Pedersen and 

Braun carries a $1.64 billion 
price tag for the next two-year 
budget, according to a fiscal 
analysis. That grows to $1.93 
billion in the 2027-29 biennium. 
Wellman’s bill, which Reykdal 
requested, would cost a little 
less — $1.55 billion in the next 
budget and $1.83 billion in the 
2027-29 period. 

The other stuff
In addition to special 

education, materials, supplies 
and operating costs — called 
MSOC in state budget lingo — 
are also weighing on districts’ 
finances. These costs, which 
cover non-employee-related 
expenses tied to a district’s 
daily operations, have been on 
the rise.

Sen. T’wina Nobles, D-
Fircrest, has authored Senate 
Bill 5192 to increase the state’s 
allotment for this line item by 
$300 million.

And on student 
transportation, Wellman 
introduced Senate Bill 5187 to 
come up with a new funding 
model that pays districts an 
amount that more accurately 
reflects mileage and ridership.

Wellman, who chairs the 
Early Learning and K-12 
Education Committee, said 
when lawmakers worked 
on getting the state in 
compliance with McCleary, it 

By Jake Goldstein-Street
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA - Following an 
arson attack ahead of last 
November’s election that 
torched hundreds of ballots 
in a southwest Washington 
drop box, state lawmakers 
are looking at modest ways to 
better secure the boxes.

On Friday, a state Senate 
panel advanced a bill to include 
messaging on drop boxes 
about criminal penalties for 
tampering with them. 

Senate Bill 5011 would 
require each visible side of 
ballot boxes to display two 
messages. One would note 
the box is the property of the 
county that bought the box. The 
other would state tampering 
with the box may violate state 
and federal law.

The bill’s sponsor, Sen. 
Jeff Wilson, R-Longview, said 
the deliberately set fire in 
Vancouver before the election 
inspired the legislation. 

“What is contained in those 
boxes is the most precious 
thing I can certainly think of, 
which is everybody’s vote,” 
Wilson told the Senate’s State 
Government, Tribal Affairs and 
Elections Committee last week. 
“That individual’s vote is to be 
protected and guarded.”

Some wonder whether 
signage alone would deter bad 
actors.

Wilson thinks it could help. 
“The label does matter,” he 
said.

Authorities still haven’t 
arrested anyone in the October 
attacks on ballot drop boxes 
in Vancouver, Washington, 
and Portland, Oregon. The FBI 
is offering a $25,000 reward 
for information leading to a 
conviction in the ballot box fires. 
Early the morning of Oct. 8, 
someone in a Volvo S-60 sedan 
placed an incendiary device in 
a downtown Vancouver ballot 
box, causing minor damage, 
according to the FBI. On Oct. 
28, officials believe the same 
suspect placed similar devices 
in two more boxes, one in 
Vancouver and one in Portland.

The Vancouver fire damaged 
nearly 500 ballots just days 
before the election. The fire in 
Portland damaged only three.

The devices used thermite, a 
mixture of metal shavings and 
iron oxide, authorities said last 
week. 

Brian Hatfield, the legislative 
director for the secretary of 
state’s office, called the actions 
“terrorism.” Hatfield, a former 
state lawmaker, said the bill 
“is at least talking about the 
issue and saying we need to do 
something.”

Washington has between 545 
and 560 drop boxes. Officials 
project the new labeling 
proposed under Wilson’s bill 
would cost about $1,000 for each 

box. But the cost could vary by 
county. For example, Kittitas 
County paid $222 to wrap each 
of its nine boxes, while King 
County estimates it will cost 
$1,350 per box. 

Hatfield said he hoped the 
state would budget money to 
reimburse counties for the 
labels.

Greg Kimsey, the auditor in 
Clark County where Vancouver 
is located, said in an interview 
Friday he doesn’t see the harm 
in adding the labels. 

But “I’m also not sure it does 
much in the way of deterring 
someone from bad behavior,” 
he added.

Another measure Wilson 
has proposed, Senate Bill 5010, 
would create a grant program 
in the secretary of state’s office 
for counties to install cameras 
around ballot boxes. That bill 
hasn’t been scheduled for a 
public hearing.

Kimsey said Clark County 
is already working to install 
cameras at each of its drop 
boxes by this year’s general 
election. The fires last October 
spurred the effort.

 
Washington State 
Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com) 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity.

was understood that special 
education, transportation 
and MSOC are part of basic 
education.

“This has got to be our 
number one responsibility. It 

is the paramount duty of the 
state,” she said. “We intend to 
honor that duty.”

 
Washington State 
Standard (www.

washingtonstatestandard.com) 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity.
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Wednesday
Cashmere Rotary Club, meets at Cashmere Presbyterian Church 

hall, noon. President Mark Shorb. 509-885-0676.
Mission Creek Community Club, meets every month, 7 p.m. (1st 

and 3rd Wed.).
Cashmere Food Bank, open 2nd and 4th Wednesday from 3-4 

p.m. Cashmere Food Distribution Center, 316 River St., for 
more information, call Pam, 509-245-6464

Ukulele Circle, Join the Ukulele Circle, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday, at the Peshastin Library. Please come 15 
minutes early to tune and get the sheet music.

Thursday
Caregiver Support Group, 2-3:30 p.m. For Caregivers of those 

with Memory Loss. The Henry Building, 120 Cottage Ave. 
Contact Carmen Gamble, 509-393-0789. (1st & 3rd Thurs.)

Cashmere Sportsman Assoc., (Cashmere Gun Club), open 
to the public for trapshooting 7-10 p.m. Private rentals by 
appointment. Call Brian James, 509-782-3099.

Cashmere American Legion Post #64, 7 p.m., American 
Legion Hall, 401 Sunset Highway. Commander Ken Komro, 
509-782-4973. (1st Thurs. of every month, August -June).

Cashmere American Legion Auxiliary #64, 7 p.m., American 
Legion Hall, 401 Sunset Highway. President Linda Ingraham, 
509-679-0243. (1st Thurs. of every month, August -June).

Sunday
CHURCH: See the church page for local service times & events.

Monday
Cashmere Wacoka Kiwanis Club, 6:30 p.m., American Legion 

Hall, lower level. 6:30 p.m. Call Pam Leighton,  
509-669-3159. (4th Mon.)

Tillicum Riders, 7 p.m. Chelan County Fairgrounds.
Call Cindy, 509-662-5984. (1st Mon.)
Cashmere City Council, 6 p.m., City Hall (2nd & 4th Mon. of 

each month (unless a holiday, then Tues.).
Planning Committee Meeting, 5 p.m. at City Hall (1st Mon. of 

each month unless a holiday, then Tues.).
Cashmere Fire Department, Business management, 7 p.m., 

above City Hall. Call Chief Cy, 509-782-3513. (3rd Mon.)
Cashmere Fire Department, meeting, 8 p.m., above City Hall. 

Call Chief Cy, 509-782-3513. (3rd Mon.)
Cashmere School Board Work Session, Board work sessions 

are typically held towards the beginning of the month at 
6:30 a.m. with no action taken. For updated info. Visit www.
cashmere.wednet.edu

Cashmere School Regular Board Meetings, are typically held 
towards the end of the month at 7 p.m. with action taken. The 
schedule for meetings is subject to change to accommodate 
conflicts in schedule or special circumstances. Visit www.
cashmere.wednet.edu for the most up to date info.

Chelan Douglas Republican Women, Monthly meeting and 
luncheon 1st Monday of the month (unless it’s a holiday). $21. 
for lunch, $8. for sitting only. 11 a.m. check in starts, noon for 
meeting and speaker. Wenatchee Convention Center 121 N. 
Wenatchee Ave. For information and reservations, please call, 
Angela Dye, President, 509-668-1105 (1st Mon.)

Tuesday
Icicle & Peshastin Irrigation Districts, Current meeting time 

8 a.m. at 5594 Wescott Drive. Call Levi Jantzer, cell 509-607-
0278, 509-782-2561, or levi.ipid@nwi.net (2nd Tues.)

Peshastin Water District, meets at 4:30 p.m. Contact: Steve 
Keene for meeting location. 509-548-5266. (2nd Tues.)

The Chelan County Cemetery District #2, (Peshastin) meets 
at 6 p.m., at the Memorial Hall, located at 10204 Main Street. 
(2nd Tues.)

NCW Libraries
Cashmere Public Library: 509-782-3314
You can order your books online at ncwlibraries.org or call 

1-800-426-READ (7323).
Mon.,Tues.,Thurs., and Fri., 9-6, Wed. 1-6 and Sat.,10-2. 

Closed Sun. 300 Woodring Street. Call 782-3314, or online at 
cashmere@ncwlibraries.org

Cashmere Museum and Pioneer Village
Call for more information 509-782-3230
Chelan County Historical Society Board meets, 7 p.m., 

Cashmere Museum, 600 Cotlets Way. Call Nicky 509-782-
3230. (3rd Thurs.)

Note: Some meetings or events may be rescheduled due to 
holidays or other closures. Please call and check with that 
organization listed.

Community Calendar

This report is compiled from records provided by the Chelan 
County Sheriff’s Office and RiverCom. The publisher cannot 
certify the complete accuracy of the information provided.

Chelan County 
Sherif f’s Report

Jan 17

09:55:12 Accident No Inj, Aplets 
Way & Us Hwy 2, Cas

12:45:44 Theft, 3951 Old Monitor 
Rd, Cashm

13:48:10 Parking/Abandon, 0blk 
Hay Canyon Rd, Cashme

16:36:27 Domestic Distur, 208 
Cottage Ave# 2, Cashm

21:00:55 Diversion, 259 
Independence Way, Cash

Jan 18

03:29:55 Suspicious, Cottage 
Ave & Woodring St, Ca Act

10:28:08 Parking/Abandon, 303 
Maple St; Alley, Cashm Ca

14:31:46 Assist Public, 27 
Millholm Ln, Cashmere

18:27:40 Traffic Offense, 
Cashmere St & Crawford 
Aves

Jan 19

04:14:38 Noise, 216 Washington 
St, Cashmere Ca

07:25:37 Welfare Check, Us 

Hwy 2 Mp 107, Dryden, W
Jan 21
11:43:48 Theft, 702 Pioneer Ave; 

Pioneer Mca
13:14:28 Domestic Distur, 208 

Cottage Ave# 2, Cashm Ca
14:18:14 Suspicious, 250 

Corrigan Rd, Cashmere
14:55:43 Sex Offense, 6645 

Pioneer Dr, Cashmere
15:13:56 Civil, 101 Pioneer Ave; 

Vale Elem Ca

Jan 22

08:01:26 Welfare Check, 300 
Aplets Way; Hometown Mca

09:29:23 Theft, 300 Sunset Hwy; 
Crunch Pak Ca

11:43:22 Trespass, 702 Pioneer 
Ave; Pioneer Mca

14:30:12 Accident No Inj, 207 
Riverside Dr; Riversid Ca

Jan 23

09:06:11 Accident No Inj, Aplets 
Way & W Pleasant Av

23:38:48 Assist Agency, 334 
Chapel St, Cashmere

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

Cashmere 
Middle School

Students of the Month!

AUT-TO MOCHA 
ESPRESSO 

Celebrating your 
hard work and Success!

James Wall 
8th grade

Spencer Thayer 
6th grade

Mason Dodrill
Tech Stars

Trae Padilla
Academy Stars

Oliver Sasseen 
Estrella Espanola

Charles Griffith 
7th grade

Ben Vanderhoff 
5th grade

Upper Valley Empty Bowls Festival 
opens four-day bowl glazing event

Genealogy educator to present 
land records program Feb. 10

The Leavenworth Echo 
Ward Media

LEAVENWORTH — The 
Upper Valley Empty Bowls 
Festival returns this winter, 
offering community members 
a chance to glaze ceramic 
bowls and support local food 
security initiatives.

Glazing sessions will run 
January 31 through February 
3 at Sleeping Lady Mountain 
Resort’s Woodpecker Room. 

Opening day hours are noon to 
8 p.m., with subsequent days 
running 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Participants can retrieve 
their finished bowls at a 
community soup supper 
March 27 at the Leavenworth 
Festhalle. Pre-registration is 
available at uvemptybowls.
org.

Proceeds benefit the 
Community Cupboard Food 
Bank and fund youth arts 
programs through local grants.

NCW News 
Ward Media

EAST WENATCHEE. 
— The Wenatchee Area 
Genealogical Society will 
host genealogy educator Lisa 
Gorrell for a presentation 
on using the Bureau of Land 
Management’s General Land 

Office website on Feb. 10. The 
hybrid meeting begins at 2 p.m. 
at the FamilySearch Center, 667 
10th St., and will be available 
via Zoom. For virtual access, 
contact Library@wags-web.org.

The event is free and open 
to the public. For more 
information, call 509-782-4046.

NCW News 
Ward Media

WINTHROP — The 
International Fly Fishing Film 
Festival (IF4) will make its 2025 
appearance in Winthrop on 
February 18, showcasing seven 
films centered on fly fishing 
culture and conservation.

The Winthrop screening of 
IF4 will be at Sun Mountain 
Lodge, 604 Patterson Lake 
Road, on Tuesday, February 18, 
at 6:00 pm. Doors open at 5:30. 
Advance tickets are priced at 
$20 for adults and $10 for kids 
under 18 and can be purchased 
online at https://www.
flyfilmfest.com/winthropwa/, in 
person at The Outdoorsman in 
Winthrop, or at the door. The 
total running time of the film 
festival is two hours.

The Methow Valley Fly 
Fishers is a charitable 
organization with a focus on 
providing internships and 
scholarships to students 
involved in the enhancement 
of our fisheries. In addition, 
we organize volunteer 

activities and provide funding 
for conservation projects and 
improvements in waters of the 
Methow.

Among the films in the 
festival are Silent Spotter, 
exploring the extraordinary 
life of Tommy Batun, a deaf 
and mute fly-fishing guide 
in Xcalak, Mexico; Native 
Range, where friends explore 
the remote expanses of Utah 
in search of native cutthroat 
trout; Fishing Diaries, takes 
viewers to the breathtaking 
flats of the Seychelles in 
search of giant tarpon; Legacy, 
a story of the life and legacy 
of fly-fishing’s best-known 
couple, Barry and Cathy Beck; 
New Beginnings, fly-fishing 
legends Chico Fernandez and 
Dan Blanton tell untold stories 
from the past; Above the 
Clouds, follows five friends as 
they embark on a challenging 
journey into Colorado’s alpine; 
and Time Will Tell, a testament 
to following a dream, the 
story of acclaimed artist Paul 
Puckett and his impact on the 
world of fly-fishing.

Winthrop set to host International 
Fly Fishing Film Festival

Washington farmers want agritourism law reforms
By Mary Feusner
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA - Farmers across 
the state say regulations are 
getting in the way as they 
develop products they can sell 
directly to the public.

From pumpkin patches to 
u-pick berry farms, the impacts 
are real, a state panel was told 
Jan. 16.

“Without the agritourism 
industry to supplement our 
income, we wouldn’t be able to 
make it,” said Robby Rutledge, 
owner of Rutledge Family 
Farms in Tumwater.

To carve out new rules, Sen. 
Judy Warnick, R-Moses Lake, 
introduced Senate Bill 5055.

The bill establishes new 
zoning laws for all farms, which 
in turn would lower property 
taxes. The bill also allows 
farmers to repurpose areas of 

land unsuitable for agricultural 
use and remove commercial 
standards now in place for 
agritourism. It would also allow 
agritourism venues to receive 
beer and wine licenses. 

Hilary Jensen, president 
of Jensen Farms in Kittitas 
County, said the state issued 
a cease-and-desist order in 
October 2016 during the height 
of her pumpkin selling season. 
The order said the farm was 
operating illegally because 
buildings were approved for 
residential use only. Jensen 
had to apply for a commercial 
building permit and retrofit 
the buildings to sell pumpkins 
legally. 

“It cost $6,000 to do all that 
at a time when I was only open 
eight to 10 days out of the year,” 
said Jensen. 

Keith Stocker, president of 
Stocker Farms in Snohomish, 

said this year his family could 
not have survived off the 
commercial market price for 
blueberries. If Stocker had 
sold to canneries they would 
have received 68 cents a pound. 

Instead, with a u-pick operation 
at the farm, they were able to 
make $3.25 a pound. 

According to the Washington 
State Department of Com
merce, agriculture and food 
manufacturing operations 
support more than 171,000 jobs 
in the state of Washington. The 
industry is responsible for over 
$21 billion in revenue each year.

Jensen said she believes the 
state should be hands-off and 
less restrictive so counties can 
decide what they want their 
agritourism landscape to look 
like.

 
Washington State 
Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com) 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity.

COURTESY PHOTO

Sen. Judy Warnick, R-Moses 
Lake, is seeking reforms to 
agritourism regulations.

Debate revived in WA 
Legislature over unemployment 
benefits for striking workers
By Jacquelyn Jimenez 
Romero
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA - When workers 
go on strike, they’re often 
making a bet to temporarily 
lose their wages to fight for 
better ones. 

This year, the Washington 
Legislature is again trying to 
decide whether they should 
help offset that lost pay by 
extending unemployment 
insurance to striking workers. 
Those on strike typically aren’t 
eligible for this safety net 
benefit in Washington.

Sen. Marcus Riccelli, D-
Spokane, is sponsoring Senate 
Bill 5041, which would change 
that. Inspired by his working-
class district, Riccelli said he 
took up the legislation this year 
because he wants to help level 
the playing field for workers. 

“The pendulum has swayed 
so far one way, that I think 
these workers are just trying 
to make sure that they have 
leverage to negotiate contracts 
and get good benefits and fair 
wages,” Riccelli said. 

Business groups strongly 
oppose the legislation, and last 
year it failed as Republicans 
and some Democrats withheld 
support. If the bill passes, people 
who have worked more than 
680 hours in a year would be 
able to access unemployment 
insurance starting the second 
Sunday following the first date 
of a strike. The bill was first 
introduced last year in the 
House by Rep. Beth Doglio, 
D-Olympia. It passed in that 
chamber but died in the Senate 
where former senator Karen 
Keiser was the lead sponsor. 

Labor advocates say the bill 
would help workers during 
tough contract negotiations. 
Other states, like New Jersey 
and New York, already provide 
unemployment insurance for 
striking workers. 

“We’ve been really motivated 
to get workers like them a tool 
to ensure that they don’t have 
to sacrifice the totality of their 
economic health, to assert their 
rights to form a union or to 
reach that all-important first 
contract with their employer,” 
said Joe Kendo, chief of staff 

for the Washington State Labor 
Council. 

Opponents say the bill would 
go against federal law and put 
added strain on the state’s 
unemployment trust fund. 

“Federal law is coded [so] 
that workers who are not 
demonstrating that they plan to 
come back to work are not eligible 
for unemployment insurance,” 
said Rose Gundersen, of the 
Washington Retail Association. 
“So it really is against the basic 
principles in the federal law.” 

Gundersen also argued that 
having access to unemployment 
insurance could disincentivize 
employees from bargaining 
in good faith during labor 
negotiations. Unemployment 
insurance is funded by state and 
federal taxes that employers pay. 
When the program sees surges 
in claims that deplete state 
trust funds, it can drive up tax 
rates. Washington’s unemploy
ment trust fund is in good 
shape, according to Riccelli. And 
the Washington Employment 
Security Department estimates 
the bill would lead to a less than 
1% increase in unemployment 
insurance claims when a 

qualifying strike occurs.
A strike by Boeing factory 

workers last year stretched 
nearly two months. But labor 
advocates say strikes are the 
last resort and ones lasting for 
more than two weeks are rare. 
They also say that employers 
refusing to negotiate with 
workers is becoming a more 
common bargaining strategy. 

“The notion that having a 
partial wage replacement 
through unemployment 
insurance would incentivize 
workers to not take the 
bargaining process seriously 
is just not one that I think is 
rooted in reality,” Kendo said. 

“Nobody goes on strike on 
the whim,” he added. “I mean, 
these are not decisions that are 
made at the snap of a finger, 
they are very disruptive for a 
family’s budget.”

 
Washington State 
Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com) 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity.
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509-670-3555
boyermountainpool.com

chuck@boyermountain.com

Play 
to

WIN

Proud to 
Support "The 

Bulldogs"!

Fueling 
Champions

From the court to the mat 
Ward Media is proud to 

support the Bulldogs

Bruce Cheadle, 
(509) 782-1659

Let's go 
Bulldogs!Insurance

Since 1952

We Proudly 
Sponsor our 

Dogs

CASHMERE SCOREBOARD

Boys Basketball

Tue, Jan 21 Cashmere 79 Cle Elum-Roslyn 59 Win 

Fri, Jan 24 Cashmere 77 College Place 37 Win

Sat, Jan 25 Cashmere 77 Kiona Benton City 54 Win

Girls Basketball 
Tue, Jan 21 Cashmere 53 Cle Elum-Roslyn 62 Loss
Fri, Jan 24 Cashmere 74 College Place 31 Win
Sat, Jan 25 Cashmere 61 Kiona Benton City 33 Win

Fri, Jan 24 4:00 PM Othello Away
Othello Lady 
Huskie Invite

Sat, Jan 25 10:00 AM Othello Away
Othello Lady 
Huskie Invite

CASHMERE SCHEDULE

Boys Basketball Schedule

Fri, Jan 31 7:15 PM Royal Away

Sat, Feb 1 5:15 PM Wapato Away

Girls Basketball

Fri, Jan 31 5:45 PM Royal Away

Sat, Feb 1 3:45 PM Wapato Away

Girls Wrestling

Sat, Feb 1 10:00 AM Quincy
Away 

Cattlemen’s Association Bring 
Home da Beef GirlsTournament

Boys Wrestling

Thu, Jan 30 6:00 PM Royal Away

and Old Fashioned Soda Fountain

 #morethanjustapharmacy  
509-782-2717 | 119 Cottage Ave, Cashmere

doanesvalleypharmacy.com

Let's Go 
Bulldogs!
Let's Go 
Bulldogs!

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Leah Kunz Senior
Cashmere Girls Baseball

Wyatt Weatherman Sophomore
Cashmere Boys Wrestling

Kunz had an unforgettable week 
for the Bulldogs, leading her 
team to a 3-0 record in SCAC 
play with stellar performances 
across the board. Her standout 
game came on Tuesday when 
the Bulldogs took down the #3 
state-ranked Zillah Leopards, a 
victory that was heavily driven 
by Kunz’s all-around play. She 
finished the game with 15 
points, 11 rebounds, and 5 
assists, displaying her ability to 
impact every facet of the game.
This week, Kunz averaged 12 
points, 7 rebounds, 3 assists, 3 
steals, and 2 blocks per game, 
cementing her status as one of 
the premier players in the SCAC. 
On the season, she is averaging 
11.1 points per game and 6.9 
rebounds, while leading the 
team in three-pointers made 
(30) and blocked shots (20).
Coach Loftus had high praise 
for Kunz’s leadership: “Leah led 
the team through a great week 
of SCAC basketball, with the 

Weatherman had a dominant 
performance at the Apple 
Pie Invite in Tonasket on 
Saturday.  Competing in the 
157 lb. bracket, he was a force 
to be reckoned with, breezing 
through the competition to 
secure an individual title in his 
weight class. He started strong 
with a major decision win in his 
quarterfinal match, followed 
that up with a third-round pin in 
the semifinals, and capped off 
his day with an 18-2 victory in 
the championship match.
With an impressive 19-11 record 
this season, Weatherman’s 
exciting style and fierce 
determination make him a 
standout competitor.
Coach Wheeler praised Wyatt’s 
work ethic, saying, “Wyatt has 
a fun style to watch and at 
times has you on the edge of 
your seat. He has put a lot of 
work in behind the scenes. He 
understands that it’s his extra 
commitment on and off the 
mat that makes him stand out 

Bulldogs going 3-0 in league 
play. Leah stuffed the stat sheet; 
aside from the numbers, she is 
a consistent leader and has a 
charisma that keeps the team 
engaged and together.”

as a tough Bulldog. Wyatt is a 
very integral part of our young 
team’s success. I appreciate his 
passion for the sport.”

Bulldogs battle SCAC rivals in tough 
double-dual losses to Zillah, Wapato

Cashmere cheerleaders 
defy gravity in dazzling 
Senior Night performance

JV Bulldogs gain 
experience at Quincy’s 
Mat Animal Tournament

The Cashmere Bulldogs 
faced off against two SCAC 
rivals back-to-back at Ron 
Doan Memorial on Jan. 23. 

The Bulldogs fought hard 
against Zillah, losing 49-30, 
and then against Wapato, 
losing 56-21.

The Cashmere Bulldogs’ JV 
wrestlers gained some good 
experience and invaluable mat 
time by participating in the Mat 
Animal Wrestling Tournament 
in Quincy. While the varsity 

traveled to Kiona-Benton High 
School, the junior-varsity 
had a shorter trip, and had a 
good chance to display their 
athleticism. Nine Cashmere 
wrestlers made the trip.

Jacoby Tait overpowers a Zillah wrestler during the double-dual 
between the Bulldogs and the Leopards on Jan. 23. Tait won by 
pin,, although the Bulldogs lost 30-49.

ALL PHOTOS BY SEBASTIAN MORAGA/FOR WARD MEDIA

Wyatt Weatherman wrestles against a Zillah grappler on Jan. 
23. The Bulldogs lost to the Leopards 49-30 in a double dual 
that also involved Wapato wrestling Royal and Cashmere. The 
Wolves beat the Bulldogs 56-21.

Cashmere’s Kenyon Shabazz battles hard against a tough 
opponent, Tyler Hawkins of Eastmont at 138 lbs. during the Mat 
Animal tourney in Quincy. Hawkins bested Shabazz in a match 
interrupted by a computer glitch that forced both wrestlers to 
wear their warmup gear for a while mid-match, while QHS staff 
solved the issue.

Jake Bozwell wrestles hometown grappler Anthony Averill of 
Quincy, during QHS’ Mat Animal tournament last Jan. 25. Averill 
won by first-round pin.

Guillermo Martinez Perez of Cashmere tries his mightiest to 
bring down Leonel Tafolla of Quincy during their match at the 
Mat Animal Wrestling Tournament last weekend. Martinez Perez 
prevailed 11-8.

Once again the Cashmere Cheer Squad’s talent, skill and 
dedication were put on full display during the CHS games 
against College Place Jan. 24, not to mention their mastery 
gravity-defying stunts like this basket toss. 

Jance Novak in action for the Bulldogs against Zillah. Novak 
won his match but the Bulldogs ended up on the losing end of 
their double-dual against ZIllah, and later that evening, Wapato.
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New Year
New Swag

Elevate Your Brand’s First 
Impression. Turn heads with 

premium, personalized promotional 
products that showcase your style.

Call now and make your logo the star of 2025 • 509-731-3624 • northwestswag.com

YOUR

Front and Center
 Brand

WWW.NORTHWESTSWAG.COM

Custom Promo Products

 Made Easy

509-731-3624

Tailored solutions and personalized service 
to make every step effortless. From selecting the perfect items 
to ensuring timely delivery, our white-glove approach puts your

needs first.  Let’s make your brand unforgettable!

February
6 & 7 
March
6 & 7 

Proposal loosens controls on 
birth control prescriptions
By Taylor Richmond
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA - Insurance 
companies will be required to 
fill up to a 12-month supply of 
birth control pills, if a bill by 
Sen. Emily Alvarado, D-Seattle, 
is approved. 

“I experience difficulty and 
frustration every month when I 
need to return to the pharmacy 
and fill my birth control,” 
testified Elena Vega de Soto 
to the House Health Care and 
Wellness Committee.

As a University of Washing
ton student, she said she relies 
on public transportation or 
her friends to make it to the 
pharmacy. 

“While this isn’t convenient 
for me,” she said, “I often think 
about constituents in rural 
areas, people who are disabled, 
those without the resources 
or time to travel and people 
who live in areas where public 
transportation is unavailable or 
insufficient.” 

In 2017, Washington was one 
of the first states to require 
insurance to cover 12 months 
of birth control. However, there 
was some “hesitation” about 
being such early implementers 

of 12-month contraception 
coverage, according to Rep. 
Nicole Macri, D-Seattle. As a 
result, insurance companies 
require patients to refill 
prescriptions every three 
months or less.

“There’s a greater likelihood 
of having an unintended 
pregnancy,” said Alvarado. 
“The barrier disproportionately 
impacts younger people and 
people with lower incomes.”

Calypso Bettis testified it 
can be painful when she misses 
pills and her digestion and her 
mood can be affected as well.

“It made it difficult to do my 
regular life and do homework,” 
she said. “It made it increasingly 
difficult to get work done.”

Bettis and de Soto are 
both part of the University 
of Washington chapter of the 
Planned Parenthood-affiliated 
Generation Action. 

HB 1090 is simple: it would 
amend RCW 48.43.195 to use 
the words “12-month supply” 
instead of “twelve-month refill.” 

“This just makes it so that 
the insurance company is 
not deciding how long the 
prescription is and how often a 
person has to come back to fill 
the prescription,” said Alvarado. 

Patients do not have to get 
a full year’s supply, but they 
have that option based on their 
doctor’s recommendations.  

A study published in the 
JAMA Health Forum in Aug 
2024 says that a 12-month 
supply of contraceptives 
results in fewer trips to the 
pharmacy, greater prevention 
of unwanted pregnancies and 
reduced costs for clinics.

“We try to make progress, 
we hear back from residents 
– how it works on the ground, 
in real life – and then we 
make tweaks,” said Macri on 
why it took so long to close 
the loophole. “Now, patients, 
legislators [and] providers are 
a lot more comfortable with the 
ability for folks to get access to 
contraception.”  

HB 1090 was unanimously 
voted to move forward by the 
House Health and Wellness 
Committee. 

 
Washington State 
Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com) 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity.

COURTESY PHOTO

From left: Elena Vega de Soto, Sophie Pinck, Genevieve Gujral and Calypso Bettis welcome new 
members to the University of Washington chapter of Generation Action at the beginning of the 
2024 school year.

Bulldogs 
soar past 
Hawks 77-37 
in dominant 
Senior Night 
victory

The Cashmere Bulldogs 
jumped out to a big first-half 
lead and then kept College 
Place at bay with no major 
trouble, en route to a 77-37 win.

 Rylan Nelson goes for the 
layup against College Place 
last Jan. 24. The Bulldogs 
took advantage of a fast start 
to earn a 77-37 win over the 
visiting Hawks.

 Colby Diaz tries to get past 
two College Place players 
during Friday’s win over the 
visit ing Hawks on Senior 
Night. Cashmere won 77-37. 
This keeps them in the hunt, 
with a 9-3 record in league, 
good enough for third place.



  Rylan Hatmaker drives 
upcourt during the Bulldogs’ 
conference game against the 
visiting College Place Hawks. 
Cashmere won 77-37.





PHOTOS BY SEBASTIAN MORAGA/FOR WARD MEDIA
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‘Bringing the community to your door’  isn’t  just our slogan... It’s our purpose 

The Leavenworth Echo | Cashmere Valley Record

B U S I N E S S  &  S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-794-1675
130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

PORTABLE OXYGEN You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare
We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify: Call 1.855.717.4567

509-731-3321

Add your business 
or service to this 

directory: 

UPPER VALLEY CHURCH GUIDE To Place Information in The Church Guide Call 509-548-5286

Leavenworth
CASCADE MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
Office: 509-548-4331 • 11025, Chumstick Hwy. • Please join us Sunday 
mornings, 9 a.m., Sunday School, 10:30 a.m., Worship Service

LEAVENWORTH COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
418 Evans Street • 509-548-5619 • 10 a.m.Sunday Service, Pastor • Jo Dene 
Romeijn-Stout •Leavenworthumc.org • leavenworthumc@outlook.com

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
“Reconciling in Christ Congregation” • 224 Benton Street  
• 509-548-7010 • Worship 9:30 a.m. w/coffee following
• https://www.flcleavenworth.com

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF LEAVENWORTH, SBC
429 Evans Street, 509- 470-7745 • Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.  
• www.leavenworthbaptist.com • Email: info@leavenworthbaptist.com

LEAVENWORTH CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
111 Ski Hill Drive • 509-548-5292 • Sunday Worship 9 a.m. • Lead  
Pastor: Greg Appleby • Youth Pastor Paige Derossett • Worship  
Pastor-Jacob Mitchell • www.LCN.org

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
10600 Ski Hill Drive • 509-548-4345 • Saturday Services • Bible Study 
9:30 a.m. • Worship 11 a.m. • 509-860-3997

SPIRIT LIFE CENTER
210 Benton Street • 509-548-7138 • Sunday Worship 10 a.m., Prayer 6 
p.m. • Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m. • Pastor Russell Esparza

Monitor
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
3799 Fairview Canyon - 509-782-2601 
Worship Service at 9:00 AM, Sunday 
Pastor Lilia Felicitas-Malana

Dryden
DRYDEN COMMUNITY CHURCH
Hwy 2 at Dryden Ave. • 509-782-2935 • Sunday Worship at 11 am.   
Prayer Meeting Wed. at 6 pm. Pastor Bill Clem

MID-VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
8345 Stine Hill Rd. • 509-782-2616 • Worship Service, 10 a.m., 
Sunday School, 9 a.m. •Pastor Mike Moore 
www.midvalley baptist.org

Peshastin
LIGHT IN THE VALLEY COMMUNITY CHURCH
8455 Main Street • Sunday Worship 10 a.m. • Pastor John Romine 
www.lightinthevalley.org

NEW LIFE FOURSQUARE CHURCH
7591 Hwy. 97 • 509-548-4222 • Sunday Worship, 10 a.m.  
• Pastors, Darryl and Mindy Wall  
• newlifeleavenworth@gmail.com
FB page: newlifeleavenworth • www.newlifeleavenworth.com

Plain
PLAIN COMMUNITY CHURCH
Serving Our Valley Since 1941 • 12565 Chapel Dr. 509-763-3621  
Looking for you at 10:30 this Sunday! • plaincommunitychurch.org
facebook.com/plaincommunitychurch •office@plaincommunitychurch.org

Cashmere
CASHMERE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
303 Maple Street 
• 509-782-2431 
• Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.  
Call for activities: Pastor Charles Clarke 
• www.cashmerepres.org

CASHMERE COMMUNITY CHURCH
213 S Division St - 509-782-3811 
• Worship Service at 11:00 AM, Sunday 
• Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 
• 10 AM to 1 PM 
• Pastor Lilia Felicitas-Malana

CHRIST CENTER
Sunday Worship Service at 10 am 
• Lead Pastor Steve Haney 
• 5800 Kimber Rd., Cashmere
• 509-295-8006 christcentercashmere.com

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (877) 225-8568 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

877-225-8568
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (877) 225-8568.

to ensure forests contribute 
to economic growth for 
communities, including 
enhancing the predictability 
in timber supply while 
balancing conservation 
needs, supporting workforce 
development in forest 
management, encouraging 
local businesses, Tribes, and 

underserved communities to 
participate in contracts and 
agreements for restoration 
projects, and recognizing 
the importance of outdoor 
recreation and tourism.

However, conservation 
groups worry that the proposed 
changes could weaken 
protections for old-growth 
forests, increase logging 
under the guise of wildfire 
management, and prioritize 
timber production over long-

term ecosystem health.  
“The Forest Service has 

proposed its own sweeping 
changes to the NWFP that 
could double—and potentially 
triple—logging levels on our 
national forests and re-open 
mature and old-growth 
stands to aggressive logging,” 
conservation groups Oregon 
Wild, Bird Alliance of Oregon, 
Cascadia Wildlands, and 
WildEarth Guardians stated in 
an analysis of the proposal.

Aside from the proposed 
action (labeled “alternative 
B”), the Forest Service 
also provides three other 
alternatives that take varied 
approaches to the themes. 
Alternative A would mean 
no action and reflecting 
management practices under 
the 1994 NWFP. Alternative 
C builds upon the proposed 
action while taking a 
conservative approach to 
hazardous fuels management 

and relying on natural 
processes, while alternative 
D builds upon the proposed 
action and provides flexibility 
for restoration and hazardous 
fuels management.

The proposed action is in 
the “Publish and Review EIS” 
stage of the Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) 
process, which is required 
of a federal agency when 
proposing a federal action that 
is determined to significantly 

affect the quality of the human 
environment. During this 
stage, the Forest Service is 
taking public comment, which 
will be considered when 
publishing the final draft. 

More information about the 
proposed amendments and 
comment submissions may be 
accessed online: fs.usda.go/
goto/r6/nwfp.

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276 
or taylor@ward.media

security dog program features 
animalsthat are  rigorously 
trained along with their 
specially selected handlers 
to help make Confluence 
Health patients and visitors, 
as  well as staff and providers, 
feel safe,” commented 
John Urdahl, security and 
emergency preparedness 
director at  Confluence Health. 
“While trained for a wide 
range of situations, the dogs’ 
primary roles will be to deter 
violent  behavior by assisting 
their human counterparts in 
their rounds in the various 
facilities.” 

Though they are working 
dogs, rather than pets, 
and their primary role is in 

assisting security, these new 
canine officers  also love to 
interact with and visit staff 
and visitors while performing 
their duties, though dog-lovers 
should always be  sure to 
ask the handler first before 
interacting with the security 
dog so as to not interfere with 
their work. 

“Atlas is a real sweetheart 
to me and everyone he 
meets,” commented Bennett, 
Confluence Health’s first 
security team K9 handler. 
“Like most working dogs, he 
lives with me when not on duty 
and he has shown himself to 
have a really goofy  and fun 
personality when not on the 
clock. In particular, he loves 
to run and explore new smells, 
like most dogs.” 

Bennett himself is also new 

to the Confluence Health team, 
having been born and raised in 
St. Louis, Missouri. Growing up 
with dogs as a kid, he moved to 
Chicago after going to two of 
the top dog trainer schools in 
the country and later  served 
as a training director for 
another dog training facility. 
Following this, Bennett then 
worked as an explosive  
detection K9 handler for the 
United States Department 
of Energy at both the Y-12 
National Security Complex 
in  Tennessee near the Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory and 
then at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory in New Mexico, 
protecting the nation’s nuclear 
stockpile. In addition to his 
canine co-worker, Bennett 
also has another dog at home  
named Maple.  

Along with the money 
provided by Confluence Health 
for the handlers’ positions, the 
Confluence Health Foundation 
contributed significant funding 
to help secure the dogs, their 
training, and the necessary 
vehicles for this new program. 

“The Confluence Health 
Foundation works each 
day to enhance and support 
Confluence Health’s ability 
to provide safe  and superior 
healthcare close to home,” 
explained Suzanne Carté-
Cocroft, vice president of 
philanthropy at Confluence  
Health. “Because of its 
important focus on staff and 
patient safety, we knew this 
was an important program 
to be a part  of and it had 
enthusiastic support from our 
board.” 

In thanks for their 
contribution, the security team 
offered to allow the Confluence 
Health Foundation to select the 
name  for the new four-legged 
member. The Foundation 
Board, in turn, reached out 
to Confluence Health staff 
and providers to help narrow 
down the list of names from 
those provided by the security 
officers, conducting an 
organization-wide  vote held at 
the beginning of this year.

“We were so excited to 
see the engagement and 
enthusiasm from the staff,” 
continued Carté-Cocroft. 
“Staff and  providers could 
vote for up to five of the 10 
possible names. After 2202 
votes cast by 930 people, the 
name ‘Atlas’ was  the clear 
winner. Ultimately, the board 

wholeheartedly agreed with 
the staff choice and we’re all 
looking forward to  meeting 
Atlas when he arrives.” 

“We are excited to start 
up this new canine security 
program at Confluence Health,” 
remarked Dr. Andrew Jones, 
CEO of  Confluence Health. “I 
have seen similar programs 
around the country and have 
witnessed the amazing benefits 
this  brings, not only to the 
safety of patients and staff, but 
also in the joy it brings when 
the security dog visits on their  
rounds. These canine officers 
build community, as well as 
protecting it, and we’re looking 
forward to Atlas joining our  
team to help us in continuing 
to better serve and care for all 
the residents of North Central 
Washington.”

more frequent weekly basis, 
remain at the same time and 
location, keeping a reliable 
and consistent schedule for 
community members while 
also offering a kitchen and 
dining area for different 
groups to host.

“It’s really aimed toward 
bringing all sorts of different 
sorts of folks and really weaving 
our community together, 
because we can withstand 

anything, as long as we are all 
connected and caring for each 
other,” said June Darling, who 
is a volunteer greeter at the 
Cashmere dinners.

One week, the Cashmere 
Community Church will 
serve a chicken pozole soup. 
Another week, the Kiwanis 
Club Wacoka of Cashmere will 
serve chicken tostadas. The 
rotation involves a network of 
different hosts, ranging from 
churches, to organizations, 
businesses, and community 
members.

Cashmere’s community 

dinners started around 2011 
with a hiatus in 2019, said 
Darling. After losing some 
of the original organizers to 
life circumstances, the church 
reintroduced the dinners by 
coordinating help with other 
groups, such as Sure to Rise 
Bakery and the Cashmere 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. The participating 
groups, with Seventh-day 
Adventist’s Kathryn Finlayson 
at the helm, helped recruit 
more, allowing the community 
dinners to be sustainably 
continued each week. 

“Now, I mean, it’s just a 
well oiled machine. We don’t 
like to use the word ‘machine,’ 
because the major part of this 
meal really isn’t the food for us. 
It’s the opportunity for people 
to get around the table. People 
that normally you might see on 
the street, but you’re not going 
to see in one place. You’re not 
going to see the mayor, you’re 
not going to see a homeless 
fellow, you’re not going to see 
your neighbor…And we really 
try to get people to sit at the 
table and say, ‘Have you met?’” 
said Darling.

Over the years, Darling 
has witnessed young and old 
generations connect, parents 
enjoy a meal while their kids 
are collectively supervised, 
and new residents from 
countries on opposite sides of 
the world become friends over 
the meal.

“I think we feel it’s a job well 
done when we just see people 
that wouldn’t come in contact 
perhaps normally, getting to 
just smile and meet each other 
and enjoy being a community,” 
said Darling.

The Cashmere community 

dinners are from 5 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. (or until food runs 
out) every Thursday evening 
at 213 South Division Street. 
The Leavenworth Community 
Dinners are every third 
Tuesday of the month from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 418 Evans 
Street. Leavenworth groups 
looking to sponsor and 
prepare a community dinner 
should contact Leavenworth 
Community UMC: 509-548-
5619.

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276 
or taylor@ward.media

Forest Service
Continued from page A1

Confluence Health
Continued from page A1

Community dinners
Continued from page A1
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CORRECTIONS: Ward Media LLC shall 
be responsible for corrections to adver-
tisements on the first publication only. 
The advertiser will be responsible for 
the corrections made thereafter. Ward 
Media LLC shall not be responsible for 
slight changes or typographical errors 
that do no lessen the value of the adver-
tisement. Ward Media LLC’s liability for 
other errors or omissions in connection 
with an advertisement is strictly limited 
to the publication of the advertisements 
in any subsequent issue. No monetary 
refunds will be given. For more informa-
tion call 509-548-5286.

Spread the News about 
your COMMUNITY 

EVENT online at
ncw.news/

leavenworthecho.com
cashmerevalleyrecord.com

lakechelanmirror.com
qcherald.com

Robyn Bodajla - 617-462-3402
Momi Palmieri - 509-433-2211

Geordie Romer - 509-679-8958   
Allyson Romer - 509-630-9898

Looking for real estate 
in the Upper Valley?

Give us a call today!

Robyn Bodajla - 617-462-3402
Momi Palmieri - 509-433-2211
Geordie Romer - 509-679-8958
Allyson Romer - 509-630-9898
Baily Brown - 425- 407-2692

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE Pursuant to the Revised Code of 
Washington 61.24, et seq.108 1st Ave South, Suite 450 Seattle, WA 
98104 Trustee Sale No.: WA-24-995688-BB Title Order No.: CTT24000778 
Reference Number of Deed of Trust: Instrument No. 2083177 Parcel 
Number(s): 222010930592 Grantor(s) for Recording Purposes under 
RCW 65.04.015: DAVID A. GALLARDO AND OPAL M. GALLARDO, 
HUSBAND AND WIFE Current Beneficiary of the Deed of Trust and 
Grantee (for Recording Purposes under RCW 65.04.015): MIDFIRST 
BANK Current Trustee of the Deed of Trust: QUALITY LOAN SERVICE 
CORPORATION Current Loan Mortgage Servicer of the Deed of Trust: 
MidFirst Bank I. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that QUALITY LOAN 
SERVICE CORPORATION, the undersigned Trustee, will on 2/7/2025, at 
9:00 AM At the Main Entrance to the Chelan County Courthouse, 
located at 350 Orondo Street, Wenatchee, WA 98801 sell at public 
auction to the highest and best bidder, payable in the form of credit bid 
or cash bid in the form of cashier's check or certified checks from 
federally or State chartered banks, at the time of sale the following 
described real property, situated in the County of CHELAN, State of 
Washington, to-wit: LOT 15, BLOCK 14, WENATCHEE PARK, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN VOLUME 2 OF 
PLATS, PAGE 42, RECORDS OF SAID COUNTY. More commonly 
known as: 924 METHOW ST, WENATCHEE, WA 98801-3466 Subject to 
that certain Deed of Trust dated 10/24/2000, recorded 11/1/2000, under 
Instrument No. 2083177 records of CHELAN County, Washington, from 
DAVID A. GALLARDO AND OPAL M. GALLARDO, HUSBAND AND 
WIFE, as grantor(s), to T.D. SERVICE COMPANY, WASHINGTON, as 
original trustee, to secure an obligation in favor of WESTERN SUNRISE 
AKA CROSSLAND MORTGAGE CORP., as original beneficiary, the 
beneficial interest in which was subsequently assigned to MIDFIRST 
BANK, the Beneficiary, under an assignment recorded under Auditors File 
Number 2342930 II. No action commenced by the Beneficiary of the 
Deed of Trust as referenced in RCW 61.21.030(4) is now pending to seek 
satisfaction of the obligation in any Court by reason of the Borrower's or 
Grantor's default on the obligation secured by the Deed of Trust/
Mortgage. III. The default(s) for which this foreclosure is made is/are as 
follows: Failure to pay when due the following amounts which are now in 
arrears: $11,855.20. IV. The sum owing on the obligation secured by the 
Deed of Trust is: The principal sum of $40,222.01, together with interest 
as provided in the Note from 1/1/2024 on, and such other costs, fees, and 
charges as are due under the Note, Deed of Trust, or other instrument 
secured, and as are provided by statute. V. The above-described real 

property will be sold to satisfy the expense of sale and the obligation 
secured by the Deed of Trust as provided by statute. Said sale will be 
made without warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title, possession 
or encumbrances on 2/7/2025. The defaults referred to in Paragraph III 
must be cured by 1/27/2025 (11 days before the sale date), or by other 
date as permitted in the Note or Deed of Trust, to cause a discontinuance 
of the sale. The sale will be discontinued and terminated if at any time 
before 1/27/2025 (11 days before the sale), or by other date as permitted 
in the Note or Deed of Trust, the default as set forth in Paragraph III is 
cured and the Trustee's fees and costs are paid. Payment must be in cash 
or with cashiers or certified checks from a State or federally chartered 
bank. The sale may be terminated any time after the 1/27/2025 (11 days 
before the sale date) and before the sale, by the Borrower or Grantor or 
the holder of any recorded junior lien or encumbrance by paying the 
principal and interest, plus costs, fees and advances, if any, made 
pursuant to the terms of the obligation and/or Deed of Trust, and curing 
all other defaults. VI. A written Notice of Default was transmitted by the 
Beneficiary or Trustee to the Borrower(s) and Grantor(s) by both first class 
and certified mail, proof of which is in the possession of the Trustee; and 
the Borrower and Grantor were personally served, if applicable, with said 
written Notice of Default or the written Notice of Default was posted in a 
conspicuous place on the real property described in Paragraph I above, 
and the Trustee has possession of proof of such service or posting. The 
list of recipients of the Notice of Default is listed within the Notice of 
Foreclosure provided to the Borrower(s) and Grantor(s). These 
requirements were completed as of 8/16/2024. VII. The Trustee whose 
name and address are set forth below will provide in writing to anyone 
requesting it, a statement of all costs and fees due at any time prior to 
the sale. VIII. The effect of the sale will be to deprive the Grantor and 
all those who hold by, through or under the Grantor of all their interest 
in the above-described property. IX. Anyone having any objections to 
this sale on any grounds whatsoever will be afforded an opportunity to 
be heard as to those objections if they bring a lawsuit to restrain the 
sale pursuant to RCW 61.24.130. Failure to bring such a lawsuit may 
result in a waiver of any proper grounds for invalidating the Trustee's 
sale. X. NOTICE TO OCCUPANTS OR TENANTS – The purchaser at 
the Trustee's Sale is entitled to possession of the property on the 20th 
day following the sale, as against the Grantor under the deed of trust 
(the owner) and anyone having an interest junior to the deed of trust, 
including occupants who are not tenants. After the 20th day following 
the sale the purchaser has the right to evict occupants who are not 

tenants by summary proceedings under Chapter 59.12 RCW. For 
tenant-occupied property, the purchaser shall provide a tenant with 
written notice in accordance with RCW 61.24.060. THIS NOTICE IS 
THE FINAL STEP BEFORE THE FORECLOSURE SALE OF YOUR 
HOME. You may be eligible for mediation. You have only until 90 
calendar days BEFORE the date of sale listed in this Notice of 
Trustee Sale to be referred to mediation. If this is an amended Notice 
of Trustee Sale providing a 45-day notice of the sale, mediation must 
be requested no later than 25 calendar days BEFORE the date of 
sale listed in this amended Notice of Trustee Sale. DO NOT DELAY. 
CONTACT A HOUSING COUNSELOR OR AN ATTORNEY LICENSED 
IN WASHINGTON NOW to assess your situation and refer you to 
mediation if you are eligible and it may help you save your home. See 
below for safe sources of help. SEEKING ASSISTANCE Housing 
counselors and legal assistance may be available at little or no cost to 
you. If you would like assistance in determining your rights and 
opportunities to keep your house, you may contact the following: The 
statewide foreclosure hotline for assistance and referral to housing 
counselors recommended by the Housing Finance Commission: Toll-
free: 1-877-894-HOME (1-877-894-4663) or Web site: http://www.dfi.
wa.gov/consumers/homeownership/post_purchase_counselors_
foreclosure.htm The United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development: Toll-free: 1-800-569-4287 or National Web Site: http://
portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD or for Local counseling agencies in 
Washington: http://www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hcc/fc/index.cfm?we
bListAction=search&searchstate=WA&filterSvc=dfc The statewide civil 
legal aid hotline for assistance and referrals to other housing counselors 
and attorneys: Telephone: 1-800-606-4819 or Web site: http://nwjustice.
org/what-clear Additional information provided by the Trustee: If you 
have previously been discharged through bankruptcy, you may have 
been released of personal liability for this loan in which case this letter 
is intended to exercise the noteholders rights against the real property 
only. The Trustee's Sale Number is WA-24-995688-BB. Dated: 
9/23/2024 QUALITY LOAN SERVICE CORPORATION, as Trustee By: 
Jeff Stenman, President Trustee's Address: QUALITY LOAN SERVICE 
CORPORATION 108 1 st Ave South, Suite 450, Seattle, WA 98104 For 
questions call toll-free: (866) 925-0241 Trustee Sale Number: WA-24-
995688-BB Sale Line: 1-800-280-2832 or Login to: http://www. 
qualityloan.com IDSPub #0224530 1/8/2025 1/29/2025 Published in the 
Cashmere Valley Record/Leavenworth Echo on January 8, 29, 2025. #8604
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Standards Link: Students 
correctly identify the differences 

between fact and opinion.

Find three facts and 
three opinions in the 

newspaper. Have three 
friends take turns 
deciding which 

statements are facts 
and which are 

opinions. Each correct 
answer earns 1 point.

Fact Finder

Take a Survey

Reporter’s Notes

A survey is a way to 
gather opinions about 
something.

Ask your friends and 
family members which 
of these veggies they 
like best. Complete the 
graph by coloring in a 
square each time 
someone selects that 
vegetable. Share your 
findings with everyone 
who took the survey.

Roscoe Rabbit is a new reporter at the Treetop 
Tribune. He made a list of facts about the big 
storm in his reporter’s notebook, but is he 
correct? Circle the FACTS in green crayon. 
Underline the OPINIONS in red crayon.

CARROTS POTATOES TOMATOES CELERY BROCCOLI GREEN BEANS

An overnight snowstorm is big news in Deersprings Valley. 
Scarlett Squirrel and her team of reporters at The Treetop 
Tribune have to separate FACT from OPINION to tell the 

story. And they need some help from YOU to do so!

WHO:

WHAT:

WHERE:

WHEN:

WHY:

Just the Facts
Scarlett knows how important it is 
to include as many facts as possible 

in a news story. These facts give 
readers more understanding of 

what happened and why.

Look at this article about the storm. 
Does it tell WHO, WHAT, WHEN, 

WHERE and WHY?

© 2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 41, No. 9

Write a sentence or short 
paragraph that tells the who, 
what, where and when about 

news at your school.

What’s Your 
Scoop?

The word proven means 
something that has been 

shown to be true or correct.

PROVEN

Try to use the word proven 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

In our courts, people are 
considered innocent until 

proven guilty.

This week’s word:

Deliver the Treetop Tribune to 
Oswald Owl’s home.

Read one article in the newspaper. Write 
your opinion about the article. Can you use 
two or more facts to support your opinion? 
Send your opinion to the newspaper editor.
Standards Link: Language arts: Write to express an opinion.

Opinion, Please

ANSWER: Because the cloud will 
just storm out on you.

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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BREAK
FACTS
FRIGID
ICE
LOW
OPINION
SEEK
SNOW
STORM
TREE
VALLEY
WIND
WINTER
WOLF

Replace the missing words to complete 
the article below.

Missing Words

Early in the ___________ 

every February 2, attention 

turns to Gobbler’s Knob, 

Pennsylvania, and a 

groundhog __________ 

Punxsutawney Phil.

Legend states that if Phil sees 

his shadow when coming out 

of his _____________, it 

means he predicts six more 

weeks of wintery 

_____________. But if he 

doesn’t see his shadow, it 

means Phil predicts an early 

spring, according to the 

legend.

It’s a big ________ that began 

in the late 1800s and gets lots 

of ________________ in the 

news. Phil’s predictions are 

not always ______________. 

But that’s okay, because it’s 

all in the spirit of fun.

A group of people called the 

“Inner Circle” dress up in 

long black coats and top hats 

for the big Groundhog Day 

announcement of Phil’s 

prediction. The president of 

the Inner Circle is said to 

speak groundhogese and is 

the only one who can 

___________ what Phil says.

A FACT is something that can be 
proven true. An OPINION is how 
someone feels about something.


