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City decides 

on utility rate 

increases  

for 2025

By Taylor Caldwell
Ward Media Staff Reporter

LEAVENWORTH – Utility custo
mers within city limits will see a rate 
increase in 2025 in order to make 
significant upgrades to an aging 
system.

“We have very old infrastructure 
that has reached its design life,” said 
Public Works Director Andi Zontek
Backstrum during a special meeting 
with the City Council on Dec. 17 to 
decide rates before the new year.

In 2023, 22 percent of the water 
produced was lost due to leakage, over 
double the Department of Health’s 
under 10 percent recommendations. 
ZontekBackstrum raised concerns 
that system issues could result in 
backflow and potential contamination, 
as well as lack of fire flow when needed. 

Surface water was also a cause for 
concern regarding the city’s combined 
sewer and stormwater systems in the 
Ski Hill basin. Manholes with open 
flow channels are at risk of cross 
contaminating sewer and stormwater 
in the event of stormwater surcharge 
or a sewer backup.

“This is a big issue, and it’s 
something we need to address,” said 
ZontekBackstrum. 

For water, the 7,500 gallons per 
month per meter allowance was 
removed. Residential monthly base 
rates will see an increase of about 3 
percent, or $77.36 to $79.52 for a three
quarter inch meter. Consumption 
rates start at 98 cents per thousand 
gallons for the first 4,000 gallons used 
and incrementally increase.

Multifamily monthly base rate will 
see an increase from $17.87 to $23.56 per 
residential unit inside city limits. The 
consumption rate was slightly lowered, 
at a flat rate of $1.14 per 1,000 gallons.

For commercial water uses, 
monthly base rates will see an 
approximate increase from $45.48 to 
$57.18 for a threequarter inch meter. 
The flat consumption rate is $1.44 per 
1,000 gallons.

For sewer, there are slight increases 
for multifamily monthly rates, from 
$35.52 per dwelling unit to $37.99 per 
dwelling unit, and commercial, from 
$68.60 per Equivalent Residential 
Unit (ERU) of water used to $80.61 
per ERU. Stormwater monthly rates 
will increase from $6.16 to $6.28 for 
residential and multifamily and 
commercial low impact. Solid waste 
rates have varying changes.

Financial Director Chantell Steiner 
presented a number of examples during 
the meeting to illustrate average 
increases. A single family home with 
a three quarter inch water meter will 
see about an average of $12.14 increase 
in monthly rates for water, sewer and 
stormwater. A multifamily structure 
with 30 units would see an average 
increase of $9.36 per unit. However, a 
sixunit multifamily structure would 
pay about $13 more per unit. 

For a small commercial account 
with no grease, their monthly average 
increase would be approximately 
$34.65. A large restaurant with a one 
inch meter would have an average 
$285.97 monthly increase. A medium 
to large restaurant with a two inch 
meter would see a $292.65 increase. 
A 100room hotel would see a $583.61 
increase.

“You guys are going to definitely 
get some pushback when we roll this 
out. And I don’t think you’re going 
to get as pushback from those single 
family residentials as you’re going 
to get from these businesses,” said 
Steiner. “Andi is right. We are in dire 
need, and we need to move forward, 
but I want you to see the magnitude 
of all the different effects on the 
different users.”

COURTESY OF NICK PANKOW

The Pankow family, who owns Leavenworth Coffee Roasters, stands in front 
of their recently opened coffee and waffle shop, Leavenworth Coffee and 
Waffles.

COURTESY OF ISABEL MENNA

U.S. Presidential Scholars Program nominees Cruz Martinez and Caroline 
Menna hold letters of congratulations from OSPI.

By Taylor Caldwell
Ward Media Staff Reporter

LEAVENWORTH – The newly 
opened Leavenworth Coffee and 
Waffles lives up to its name, serving 
locally roasted coffee and creative, 
oneofakind waffles.

Leavenworth Coffee and Waffles is 
owned and operated by Leavenworth 
Coffee Roasters owner, Nick Pankow. 
Pankow and his family took over the 
roasting company roughly four years 
ago, steadily growing the business 
through subscriptions and local 

retail. When the space previously 
occupied by Sandy’s Waffle Haus 
became available, Pankow decided to 
open a storefront.

“We’ve been here for just under 
four years, we found our home in 
Leavenworth, right? So it’s like now, 
we’re bringing our contribution to 
the city,” said Pankow.

While Leavenworth Coffee and 
Waffles is technically a separate 
entity from Leavenworth Coffee 
Roasters, the coffee and waffle shop 

By Taylor Caldwell
Ward Media Staff Reporter

LEAVENWORTH – Cascade High 
School students Cruz Martinez and 
Caroline Menna were nominated for 
the 2025 U.S. Presidential Scholars 
Program recognition award, one of 
the nation’s highest honors for high 
school students.

“Being selected as a nominee for the 
U.S. Presidential Scholars Program 
is an incredible honor. It represents 
not just the work I’ve done, but also 
the support I’ve received from my 
family, teachers, and community. 
And the recognition is all that much 
sweeter because I get to share it with 
my classmate and friend Cruz,” said 
Menna in an email to Ward Media.

The U.S. Presidential Scholars 
Program annually recognizes 
and honors the nation’s most 
distinguished graduating high school 
seniors. Students are nominated 
across the country based on academic 
achievement, artistic excellence, 
or accomplishments in career and 
technical education, with candidates 
identified through standardized 
test scores, nominations by state 
superintendents, or recognition 
programs like YoungArts. Last year, 
out of 3.7 million students expected to 
graduate, 5,700 candidates qualified 

for scholar recognition awards. 
Martinez and Menna were 

among 20 students, 10 male and 10 
female, nominated by Washington 
State for the U.S. Presidential 
Scholars Program. The Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI) carefully evaluated nominees 
based on academic excellence, 
commitment to learning, engagement 
in activities and service, leadership, 
resiliency in overcoming challenges 
and potential for a productive future. 

“Being a selected nominee allows 
me to see that all the efforts that 
[are] put into my academics, 
extracurriculars and being a good 
community member do not go 
unseen,” said Martinez in an email to 
Ward Media. 

The U.S. Presidential Scholars 
Office will send letters towards the 
end of January inviting each state’s 
qualifying candidates to apply for 
the 2025 U.S. Presidential Scholars 
Program. The candidate list will be 
posted online the week of Jan. 20, 
according to the U.S. Presidential 
Scholars website.

After submitting their candidacy 
materials, students will be evaluated 
by a review commission based on 
their academic achievement, personal 

Leavenworth Coffee 

and Waffles opens

Washington State nominates 
Cascade High School students for 
U.S. Presidential Scholars Program

By Taylor Caldwell
Ward Media Staff Reporter

PLAIN – Dirty Face Dog Mushing, 
a new dog sledding business near 
Lake Wenatchee, offers trail rides 
that combine outdoor adventure 
with an educational experience, 
welcoming guests of nearly all ages 
and abilities.

The sled can accommodate two 
people at a time, and carry up to 
400 pounds. With the exception 
of pregnant women and children 
under two years old, the tour 
welcomes guests with diverse 
needs, including individuals on the 
autism spectrum and those who use 
wheelchairs. 

“I’ve had a lot of people, when 
I’ve taken them out on tours, be 
like, ‘This is a once in a lifetime 

experience.’ It’s cool, too. It doesn’t 
matter your age or anything. This 
is a pretty friendly experience 
to anyone…And we are very 
understanding, and we’ll take it 
slow,” said owner Bella Gilreath. 

Gilreath has spent the last three 
and a half years working with 
dogs, primarily in Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming, where her mushing 
experience inspired her to open her 
own business in her hometown at 
23 years old.

During her time in Jackson 
Hole, Gilreath not only honed her 
skills but also shared her passion 
for mushing with her friend Lavi 
Capusan, who now helps operate 
Dirty Face Dog Mushing.

“When we got out there and 

Dog sledding tours open 

near Lake Wenatchee

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA

The faces behind Dirty Face Dog Mushing, Lavi Capusan and Bella Gilreath.

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA

Pika is one of the newest additions 
to the team, but the strongest.

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA

Senior dogs Panda (right) and 
Sasquatch (left) lead the team.

Invasive ‘murder hornets’ 
found in Washington 
have been eradicated,  
of ficials say
Community | A2
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Get your event in the spotlight with Ward Media!
If you have an exciting event to share, email Reporter Quinn Propst at quinn@ward.media. We’ll showcase the five most 
captivating events of the week, giving your event the recognition it deserves. Even if your event isn’t among the top five, 
it will still be added to our events calendar and featured online. Don’t miss this chance to make your event shine! 5 

things to do
this week

Live Music by The 
Welter Brothers

Stevens Pass will host Foggy 
Fridays: Live Music by The 
Welter Brothers from 46 p.m. 
on Friday, December 27, from 
46 p.m. 

“Join us at Stevens Pass in 
the Foggy Goggle for Foggy 
Fridays, where we have these 
amazing musicians scheduled,” 
the event page states.

For more information, visit 
stevenspass.com.

Noon Year’s Eve Party 

The Wenatchee Library will 
host a Noon Year’s Eve Party 
on Tuesday, December 31, from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

“Ring the new year in early 
with crafts, treats, and more,” 
the event page states. “This 
party is perfect for kids who 
can’t stay up until midnight 
(and their grownups too!).”

For more information, visit 
ncwlibraries.org.

Wenatchee Wild vs. 
Kelowna Rockets

The Wenatchee Wild will 
face the Kelowna Rockets on 
Tuesday, December 31, from 
57 p.m. at the Town Toyota 
Center.

“Join us for an exciting night 
of hockey as the Wenatchee 
Wild take on their rivals,” the 
event page states. “Get your 
tickets now and don’t miss out 
on the action.”

For more information, visit 
chl.ca/whl-wild.

New Years Party at 
Pybus

Pybus Market will host a 
New Years Party on Tuesday, 
December 31, from 5:30 p.m. to 
12 a.m. on January 1, 2025. 

“Dress in your 80s 
best,” the event 
page states.

The party 
will include 
live music, 
kids games, a 
beer garden, and 
balloon drops at 9 p.m. 
and midnight. Elaine 
Eagle will perform from 5:30
7:30, and Whiskey Trail Band 
will perform from 8 p.m. to 
midnight.

For more information, visit 
pybuspublicmarket.org.

Village of Lights: Winter 
Karneval

The Leavenworth Village 
of Lights will continue with 
Winter Karneval all January 
with Christmas Lights on 
every day from 6 a.m. to 11 
p.m. and a month of festive 
activities.

“Come join us this January 
for Leavenworth’s Winter 
Karneval as we honor a 
German tradition dating 
back to the thirteenth 
century, commonly referred 
to as ‘Fasching’,” the event 
page states. “You can expect 
to see a blend of familiar 
activities, like ice carving and 
fireworks over Martin Luther 

King Jr. weekend, along with 
new entertainment that will 
be spread out during the 
rest of the month, making 
Leavenworth the perfect 
winter destination all month 
long.”

For more information, 
visit leavenworth.org/
winterkarneval.

The 
Leavenworth 

Echo

(509) 548-1158 Hours Open: 11am Daily
www.munchenhaus.com

709 Front St 
Leavenworth

From

Happ
y Holidays!

 When you want to experience 
a steak that delivers rich, juicy, 

exquisite flavor and unparalleled 
quality in every bite, you 
don’t want just any steak. 
You want Omaha Steaks.

8 free BURGERS (a $37 value)

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88  FREEFREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

77318FYG     separately $221.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 77318. Limit 2 on select items at 
these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping rates will be applied and are subject to change. 
Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. 
Expires 12/31/24.  |  24M6729  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Order Now! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe9858  |  1.888.769.2092
Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with off er 77318FYG

WHEN YOU WANTWHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

THE BEST STEAKS 
OF YOUR LIFE OR 

YOUR MONEY BACK 

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

COURTESY OF WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

A northern giant hornet seen on an apple.

COURTESY OF WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

A northern giant hornet is fitted with a tracking device.

COURTESY OF WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

A Washington State Department of Agriculture team is seen after removing hornets from the 
first northern giant hornet nest detected in the U.S., during October 2020.

Invasive 'murder hornets' 

found in Washington have 

been eradicated, officials say

By JaCquelyn Jimenez 
romero
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA  The hunt for 
invasive “murder hornets” is 
over in Washington and the 
rest of the U.S. after three 
years without confirmed 
detections, state and federal 
officials said last week. 

“It is a rare day when the 
humans actually get to win one 
against the insects,” said Sven 
Spichiger, Washington State 
Department of Agriculture 
pest program manager. 

The insects — formally 
known as northern giant 
hornets — posed a significant 
threat to honey bees and other 
native insects in the Pacific 
Northwest. They can kill an 
entire hive in as little as 90 
minutes by decapitating the 
bees. 

Officials described the 
search for the hornets as 
something like a scene out of 
a movie. Teams captured one 
of the 2inch hornets, attached 
a small tag to the insect, and 
tracked it back to its nest by 
listening to radio transmitter 
beeps. 

The hornet’s sting also 
poses a threat to humans as 
it can penetrate a beekeeping 
suit and a swarm of stings can 
be fatal. In 2013, more than 40 
people were killed and over 
1,000 were injured in China by 
the insects. 

In North America, they 
were first spotted in British 
Columbia, Canada in August 
2019 and confirmed in 
Whatcom County, Washington 
in December of that year. 

Despite these detections 
occurring around the same time 
and location, DNA evidence 
suggests the hornets found in 
Washington originated from 
South Korea while the ones in 
British Columbia originated in 
Japan.

Between 2020 and 2021, four 
nests were spotted inside tree 
hollows in Washington. This 
was distinctive, as the hornets 
tend to nest in the ground.

Spichiger theorized that 
nesting in trees could have 
been a trait of the specific 
hornets that turned up in 
Washington or a response to 
flooding at the time they were 

HTTPS://WELTERBROTHERS.COM

HTTPS://LEAVENWORTH.ORG

The 
Welter 
Brothers

See HORNETS Page A3
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Dec 13

0:34:11 Suspicious, 221 8th St# 
B; Ducks And

0:50:39 Accident Unk, 8272 Us 
Hwy 2, Peshastin,

4:45:46 Welfare Check, 100 
Ward Strasse # A105, L Lv

5:57:44 Assist Public, Camas 
Creek Rd & Tip Top R 6

9:06:29 Domestic Distur, 9312 E 
Leavenworth Rd, Lea 6

11:44:11 Rso, 3300 Us Hwy 97 # 
58, Pesha 6

11:46:46 Rso, 97 Eldredge Ln, 
Plain, Wa 1

12:05:13 Rso, 39 Green Bridge 
Rd# F, Pe 6

12:14:22 Assist Public, 
Leavenworth, Leavenworth,

12:16:33 Rso, 9792 Dye Rd, 
Leavenworth, 6

14:48:57 Disturbance, 263 Mine 
St; Berg Rose Apa Lv

16:49:03 Parking/Abandon, 990 
Us Hwy 2; Park & Ride

17:34:36 Assist Agency, Us Hwy 
97 Mp 177, Peshasti

17:49:06 Assist Agency, Us Hwy 
97 Mp 182, Peshasti

18:44:06 911, 22976 Lake 
Wenatchee Hwy;

19:22:33 Assist Public, 12624 
Ranger Rd, Leavenworth

Dec 14

0:30:47 Assist Public, 5800blk 
Icicle Rd, Leavenw

0:34:11 Suspicious, 221 8th St# 
B; Ducks And

0:50:39 Accident Unk, 8272 Us 
Hwy 2, Peshastin,

2:30:52 Animal Problem, 11687 
Sunitsch Canyon Rd,

8:01:47 Hazard, 17806 N Shore 
Dr, Lake Wen

10:19:27 Domestic Distur, 2534 

This report is compiled from records provided by the 
Chelan County Sheriff’s Office and RiverCom. The 
publisher cannot certify the complete accuracy of the 
information provided.

Chelan County 
Sherif f’s Report

Get rid of all that 

in the Ward Media 
Classifieds.

Call us at 509-548-5286

Wednesday
Children and Youth Program, 6:30-8 p.m., 4th-12th grade, 

Leavenworth Church of the Nazarene, 509-548-5292.
Alpine Water District, meets at the Lake Wenatchee Fire and 

Rescue, 1 p.m. Contact Anne Mueller, 425-238-3935.
Ukulele Circle, 5:30- 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at the Peshastin 

Library. Please come 15 minutes early to tune and get sheet 
music.

Senior Center, Lunch, noon, $8 per meal

Thursday
Leavenworth Lions Club, Meetings are 1st Thurs. at 6:30pm and 

3rd Thurs. at 9 am at Kristalls Restaurant. For more info contact
president Tony Maffey at (509)470-6743.
Peshastin Community Council meeting, 7 p.m.  

Peshastin Memorial Hall. (2nd Thurs.)
Caregiver Support Group, 2-3:30 p.m. For Caregivers of those with 

Memory Loss. The Henry Building, 120 Cottage Ave. Cashmere. 
Contact Carmen Gamble, 509-393-0789. (1st & 3rd Thurs.)

Parkinson’s Support Group Mountain Meadows Assisted Living 
320 Park Avenue Leavenworth, WA 98826. Event Date, Last 
Thursday of every month, time 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m., Contact 
Cascade Medical 509-548-3420 x 3873

Find strength in community. Join our People with Parkinson’s 
Support Group for valuable connections, shared experiences, and 
support. Navigate challenges, celebrate victories, and empower 
each other on this journey. You are not alone. Join us.

Friday
Veteran Service Office, For information contact Tony Sandoval, 

509-664-6801 or email: tony.Sandoval@co.chelan.wa.us
Leavenworth Rotary Club, In person at Kristall's Restaurant at 

Noon. Call President Mahala Murphy-Martin, 206-227-1576, for 
more information.

Senior Center: Bingo 6 p.m. Call 509-548-6666. Facebook & 
website: leavenworthseniors@gmail.com

Monday
Upper Valley Free Clinic, open every Monday to evaluate urgent 

health needs. Downstairs at Cascade Medical, 6:30 -8:00 p.m. 
Call UVMEND, 509-548-0408 for more information.

Leavenworth Mosquito District board meeting 1st & 3rd 
Monday of each month at 7pm via ZOOM link posted at https://
leavenworthmosquitocontrol.org/notices-updates/

Cascade School board meetings, 7 p.m., Agenda can be found 
at https://www.cascadesd.org/Page/166. (2nd & 4th Mon.)

Chelan Douglas Republican Women, Monthly meeting and 
luncheon 1st Monday of the month (unless it’s a holiday). $21. 
for lunch, $8. for sitting only. 11 a.m. check in starts, noon for 
meeting and speaker. Wenatchee Convention Center 121 N. 
Wenatchee Ave. For information and reservations, please call, 
Angela Dye, President, 509-668-1105 (1st Mon.)

Tuesday
Peshastin Water District, 5:30 p.m. For meeting location, 

contact Steve Keene, 509-548-5266. (2nd Tues.)
Icicle & Peshastin Irrigation Districts Meeting Current meeting 

time is 8 a.m. at 5594 Wescott Drive. Call Levi Jantzer, cell 509-
607-0278, 509-782-2561, or levi.ipid@nwi.net (2nd Tues.)

Cascade Education Foundation, Contact: CEF@cascade.org 
LWSC Alpine Committee, 7 p.m., Ski Hill Lodge. Call 509-548-

5477. (1st. Tues.)
Leavenworth Masons, 7:30 a.m., Zarthan Lodge No. 148, 

Leavenworth Senior Center upstairs. www.leaveworthmasons.
org. (1st Tues.)

Cascade Garden Club, 1 p.m., at a member’s home or other 
venue. Call President Claudia, 509-662-7706. (3rd Tues.).

The Chelan County Cemetery District #2 (Peshastin) meets 
monthly at 6 p.m., at the Memorial Hall, located at 10204 Main 
Street. (2nd Tues.)

Senior Center, Exercise, 11 a.m-Noon. Tues & Thurs. 509-548-
6666. Facebook & Website: leavenworthseniors@gmail.com

Greater Leavenworth Museum board meeting 
5-7 p.m. Everyone is invited as a guest. Contact info@
leavenworthmuseum.org for meeting information. (1st Tues.)

NCW Libraries
Libraries will continue to offer a wide variety of resources and 

programs online at ncwlibraries.org and its Facebook page.
Go to NCWLIBRARIES.ORG or 1-800-426-READ (7323) for
more information, and updates.
Leavenworth Public Library. Located at 700 Hwy. 2, Call
509-548-7923 or online leavenworth@ncwlibraries.org
Open on Tues., 10-5, Wed., 11-6, Thurs.,10-7, Fri., 10-5 
Sat.,10-2. Closed Sun. and Mon. 
Peshastin Public Library. Located at 8396 Main St. Call (509) 

548-7821 or email peshastin@ncwlibraries.org. Open on Tues., 
2-6pm, Wed., 2-6pm. Thurs., 10am-6pm, Fri., 10am-6pm, Sat., 
10am-2pm, closed Sun. and Mon. 

Other events
The Greater Leavenworth Museum, is open daily from 11-4, ex -

cept Thanksgiving and Christmas. Check their Facebook page or 
website at leavenworthmuseum.org for updates and information.

Leavenworth Fish Hatchery, 509-548-7641. Trails and grounds 
are open every day to the public. Please park outside the gate. 
All animals must be on a leash.

Note: Some meetings or events may be rescheduled due to 
holidays or other closures. Please call and check with that 
organization listed.

Please note that if your organization changes dates, or hours please 
send us your updates to news@ward.media or call 509-548-5286. 
Otherwise we are not responsible for any misinformation. 

Community Calendar

Please recycle Please recycle 
this paperthis paper

REG.  $44.99 

NOW  
$29.99 

+$5.99  SHIPPING

A Perfect Blend Of Fruit and Sweet Treats!
This gift box is the ideal gift for fruit and snack lovers alike. Perfect for 
sharing or gifting, this box brings a taste of sunshine and sweetness 
straight to your door.

• 4 Grove Navels
• 4 Honey-Sweet Tangerines
• 4 Petite Navel Oranges
• 2.5 oz. Chocolate Chip Cookies

• 4 oz. Grower’s Choice  
Fruit & Nut Snack Mix

• 3 oz. Foil-wrapped  
Milk Chocolates

SAVE OVER 

33%

CALL 866-276-1302 OR VISIT HALEGROVES.COM/H5YF83
Order Item #483X, mention Code H5YF83 for your savings.

*Only $29.99 (reg. $44.99), plus $5.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed.  
This gift ships in December at the peak of freshness. Order by Dec. 18, 2024 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.  

AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2024.

SINCE 1947  -  HALE GROVES, VERO BEACH, FL 32966

Hale Select Gift Box

IC: H5YF83

More than 1,700 residents help shape 

Chelan County PUD' 50-year vision
NCW News 
Ward Media

WENATCHEE, — Chelan 
Coun ty Public Utility District 
commissioners have completed 
a yearlong strategic planning 
initiative aimed at guiding 
the utility through 2075, with 
officials highlighting strong 
community participation in the 
process.

The “Imagine 2075” plan, 
reviewed by commissioners 
last week, establishes a new 
mission to “Provide essential 
services to empower the 
com munity” and envisions 
creating “bold, enduring value 
for future generations.”

“It is a commitment to our 
future generations,” said board 

president Steve McKenna. “It’s 
really important how we use 
these words and this work 
honors the past. By embracing 
this vision, we reaffirm our 
commitment to being good 
ancestors and ensuring a 
sustainable, thriving future.”

The strategic document 
outlines nine longrange 
goals focusing on energy 
sustainability, infrastructure 
resilience, and community 
engagement. Key objectives 
include ensuring stable 
energy rates while preserving 
local control, expanding the 
utility’s energy portfolio, 
and strengthening essential 
services against severe 
weather and cyber threats.

Community leader Gene 

Sharratt praised the planning 
process at the board meeting, 
stating, “I’ve been involved 
in a lot of strategic planning 
processes over the course of my 
career, and I think this is one of 
best I’ve ever seen, particularly 
with community engagement 
and community involvement. I 
felt from the onset that your 
direction was sincere, it was 
clear, and it was concise.”

The development process 
involved more than 150 staff 
members and 50 community 
partners who identified critical 
trends and challenges for the 
next five decades. Employee 
teams developed four scenario
based future stories, which 
informed the final goals. More 
than 1,700 customerowners 

participated in a survey to 
prioritize these objectives.

General Manager Kirk 
Hudson emphasized that imple
menting the vision will require 
significant organizational 
changes. “It’s one thing to have 
a vision, it’s another thing to 
implement it,” Hudson said. “I 
want to make sure there’s a clear 
understanding, it’s not going to 
be business as usual. There will 
be a transformation that occurs 
within the organization.”

The utility will develop a 
strategic plan with measurable 
goals and timelines in 2025 to 
implement the vision. The draft 
plan received approximately 
two dozen public comments 
through an online survey over 
a threeweek period.

January
16 & 17 
February

6 & 7 

around.
Eradication efforts, which 

began in 2019, involved 
collaboration between state, 
federal, and international 
government agencies as well 
as support from community 
members. Over half of the 
confirmed detections came 
from the public, according to 
Spichiger.

“If the entire community 
hadn’t stood up and taken 
action, there is a real good 
chance that we would just all 
be living with the northern 
giant hornet,” Spichiger said. 

The state continued trapping 
efforts through this year in 
Whatcom County. Despite 
trapping and continued 
public outreach, no additional 
hornets have been detected in 
the area. The last trap was 
removed from that part of the 
state on Dec. 5. 

There was a “suspicious 
hornet sighting,” in Kitsap 
County, south of Port Orchard, 
in October, according to 
the state Department of 
Agriculture. But this report 
was based on an image 
provided by a member of the 
public and the department was 
unable to get the hornet.

The department will 
continue trapping in this area 
as a precaution until 2025. But 
so far, trapping and community 
outreach haven’t yielded any 
evidence of northern giant 
hornets in the area, the agency 
said.

“Although they are now 
eradicated from the state, 
we’ll always be keeping an eye 
out for them and encourage 
community members to do the 
same,” Spichiger said. “They 
got here once and they could 
do it again.”

Washington State 
Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com) 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity.

Hornets
Continued from page A2

Sumac Ln, Lake Wenatc
11:18:54 Hazard, 11685 Sunitsch 

Canyon Rd,
15:19:21 Accident No Inj, 111 Ski 

Hill Dr; Upper Val
15:20:58 Parking/Abandon, 234 

Mine St, Leavenworth,
18:34:39 Suspicious, 820 Front 

St; Gazebo Park,
19:34:39 Abuse, 1329 Us Hwy 2; 

Dans Food M
20:17:00 Suspicious, 9899 

Merry Canyon Rd, Leav
21:55:02 Alarm, 7375 Icicle Rd; 

Sleeping L
23:28:12 Alarm, 18178 Sunland 

Dr, Lake Wen
23:51:38 Traffic Offense, Us 

Hwy 2 & Main St; Eb, Pe
19:37:48 Assist Public, 

Leavenworth, Leavenworth,
20:53:23 Suicide Threat, 

Leavenworth Area, 
Leavenworth

Dec 15

0:16:15 Trespass, 16925 Brown 
Rd, Lake Wenat

0:30:47 Assist Public, 5800blk 
Icicle Rd, Leavenw

9:08:44 Civil, 6342 Campbell Rd, 
Peshasti

10:18:22 Assist Public, 86 Old 
Icicle Ln, Leavenworth

11:04:21 Rec Stolen Veh, 9255 

Foster Rd; Bjs Food A
11:29:52 Alarm, 17913 River Rd, 

Plain, Wa
13:20:33 Domestic Distur, 8650 

Cherry St, Peshastin,
17:22:55 Trespass, 9556 E 

Leavenworth Rd; Tub
17:39:17 911, 22976 Lake 

Wenatchee Hwy;
17:56:52 Vehicle Theft, 

Edelweiss Weg & 9th St, Le
19:08:28 Property, 820 Front St; 

Gazebo Park,
20:43:25 Parking/Abandon, 708 

Us Hwy 2; Wafd, Leaven
20:48:04 Accident No Inj, Cedar 

Brae Rd & Kahler Dr,
22:49:35 Weapons Violati, 100 

Ward Strasse; Leavenwo

Dec 16

0:16:15 Trespass, 16925 Brown 
Rd, Lake Wenat

5:05:13 24c13244 911, 22976 
Lake Wenatchee Hwy;

9:02:41 Assist Agency, Us Hwy 
97 Mp 183, Peshasti

9:42:51 Suspicious, 475 Alpine 
Pl# 2, Leavenw

14:15:52 Parking/Abandon, 990 
Us Hwy 2; Park & Ride

15:28:32 911, 3201 Hansel Ln, 
Peshastin,

17:05:47 Missing Person, 174 
Poplar St, Leavenworth

17:32:57 Hazard, Us Hwy 2 & 
Stine Hill Rd,

20:59:57 Diversion, 100 Ward 
Strasse # A204, L

22:46:36 Animal Problem, 11687 
Sunitsch Canyon Rd,

Dec 17

09:25:36 Accident No Inj, 
Walnut St & Stella Ave, We

09:58:26 Assist Public, 800blk 
Old Blewett Pass Hw

10:10:16 Property, Leavenworth, 
Leavenworth,

11:48:43 Littering, 1531 Walnut 
St, Wenatchee,

12:00:44 Accident Injury, 400blk 
Totem Pole Rd, Mans

12:11:50 Accident No Inj, River 
Bend Dr & Us Hwy 2,

13:41:31 Assist Agency, Golf 
Course Rd & No See Um Ch

13:50:09 Hazard, Beaver Valley 
Rd Mp 13, Pl

13:58:36 Hazard, Us Hwy 2 & 
Chumstick Hwy,

14:32:53 Trespass, 1850 Falcon 
Point Ln, Wena

15:47:39 Accident No Inj, Sr 150 
& Boyd Rd, Chelan, Ch

Dec 18

4:53:29 Accident No Inj, Beaver 
Valley Rd Mp 13, Pl 1

10:50:23 911, 22976 Lake 
Wenatchee Hwy; 3fs

13:27:43 Property, 34491 Us Hwy 
2; Stevens Pa 1

14:44:38 Civil, 2618 Larch Dr, 
Lake Wenatc 1

15:02:53 Malicious Misch, 1016 
Commercial St; Leaven Lv

17:07:12 Assist Agency, Sr 207 
Mp 1, Lake Wenatche 1

17:38:06 Welfare Check, 
Leavenworth, ,

18:31:56 Accident No Inj, Us 
Hwy 2 Mp 99, Leavenworth 
6

19:05:33 Domestic Distur, 12664 
Agape Hill Rd, Leave 6

20:10:48 911, 22750 Lake 
Wenatchee Hwy; 1

21:17:17 Fireworks, 4800 Us 
Hwy 97, Peshastin, 6

23:36:27 Disturbance, 8700blk 
School St, Dryden, 6

Dec 19

12:47:55 Hazard, Us Hwy 2 & 9th 
St; Wb, Lea

16:19:01 Burglary, 100 Ward 
Strasse # A105, L Lv

16:51:39 Fraud/Forgery, 301 
Ward Strasse; Hampton Lv

21:16:19 911, 22750 Lake 
Wenatchee Hwy; 1

23:49:32 Domestic Distur, 100 
Ward Strasse # B332, L Lv
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PRIDE!

From your fresh, friendly 
LOCAL grocer. 509-548-5611

We've got Kodiak

we do!  
843 Front St., Ste.A | 509-548-5312

yes
We've got 

spirit, 

Mountain Country Corner

Bruce Cheadle, 
(509) 782-1659

Let's go 
Kodiaks!

Fueling 
Champions

From the court to the mat 
Ward Media is proud to 

support the Kodiaks

Your team in 
the game, our 

team providing 
care - a winning 

combination! 

One spirit, 
one team, 

one win!
München Haus

709 Front St. Leavenworth
509-548-1158    

www.munchenhaus.com

CASCADE SCOREBOARD

Boys Basketball

Sat, Dec 20 Cascade 28 Chelan 70 Loss

Girls Basketball

Fri, Dec 20 Cascade 33 Chelan 43 Loss

Sat, Dec 21 Cascade 56 Lake Roosevelt 28 Win

CASCADE SCHEDULE

Boys Wrestling

Sun, Dec 28 9:00 AM Clark County Events Center Away

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA

Gilreath aims to build a business that prioritizes the health of her dogs. 

Dog sledding
Continued from page A1
they were hooked up to the 
sled, I was amazed at how 
excited they were, and how it 
was very clear that the dogs 
could not wait to go and pull 
the sled…And I think that 
that’s something that gets 
lost sometimes. You think, ‘A 
dog is just like, my friend, my 
companion,’ but there are dogs 
that love to work, and these 
are those dogs,” said Capusan.

The sledding team is made 
up of seven Alaskan Huskies: 
Teddy, Panda, Sasquatch, Pika, 
Tlingit, Xena, and Buckaroo. 
According to Gilreath, getting 
dogs to pull a sled doesn’t 
require much training, but a 
dog must inherently want to 
pull in order for it to work. 
Many of the dogs on the team 
were not born and raised 
as sled dogs, but have been 
rescues who have picked it up 
naturally.

“[Xena] was found on the 

streets, like, really, really, 
really thin, and then was kind 
of being bounced around from 
house to house. [She] just 
couldn’t find the right fit that 
could help her get the exercise 
that she needed…And then she 
ended up with me, and she’s 
just been amazing from day 
one,” said Gilreath.

The team, blending 
newcomers like Xena with 
seasoned veterans like Panda 
– an Iditarod runner – thrives 
on the unique strengths each 
dog brings to the dynamic.

“Their personalities do come 
out on the lines, and you can 
see the difference in their 
characters. And [Panda] is 
just feisty. She knows what 
she wants, and she yells at the 
other dogs and lets them know, 
like, ‘Hey, you got to follow me. 
We’re going this way. Get into 
line,’” said Gilreath.

While the dogs provide 
the muscle, guiding a sled 
requires human expertise 
and teamwork. Gilreath and 

Capusan must call the right 
directions, throw their weight 
into maneuvering the sled, and 
constantly interpret each dog’s 
body language.

“I think it’s really cool to 
work with a team of dogs, see 
what they can do and how 
smart they are…For somebody 
that’s new to it, like there’s so 
much more to learn than you 
would think,” said Capusan.

The tours aim to be as much 
of an educational experience as 
they are an outdoor adventure.  
While guests spend time with 
the dogs, Gilreath and Capusan 
will share the history of the 
sport, the traits of Alaskan 
Huskies, and the diet and care 
that go into ensuring their 
high endurance athletes stay 
healthy and supported.

The tours are currently held 
at Pine River Ranch near Lake 
Wenatchee. For details, visit 
dirtyfacedogmushing.com.

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276 
or taylor@ward.media

NCW News
Ward Media
OLYMPIA — Washington 

state agencies announced 
Thursday that visitors will 
have 12 days in 2025 when 
they can access statemanaged 
lands without purchasing a 
Discover Pass, including a new 
free day celebrating Smokey 
Bear’s birthday.

The free days apply to all 
lands managed by Washington 
State Parks, the Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR), 
and the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (WDFW). The 
program includes major 
holidays such as New Year’s 
Day, Martin Luther King 
Junior Day, and Veterans Day.

Commissioner of Public 
Lands Hilary Franz 
emphasized the connection 
between public land access 
and fire safety. “For decades 
Smokey Bear has emphasized 
the importance of fire safety 
to our communities with his 
central message: Only You 
Can Prevent Wildfires,” Franz 
said. “As folks are enjoying 
Washington’s public lands 
on Discover Pass free days 
next year, and especially on 
Smokey’s birthday, I hope that 
they’ll keep his mission in mind 

and recreate responsibly.”
The 2025 schedule features 

dates of historical and cultural 
significance, including Billy 
Frank Junior’s Birthday 
on March 9, honoring the 
Nisqually tribal member who 
championed Native American 
treaty rights and environmental 
protection. Juneteenth, 
which commemorates the 
emancipation of enslaved 
people in Texas in 1865, is also 
among the designated free 
days.

The 2025 Discover Pass 
free days are:

• Wed., Jan. 1  New Year’s 
Day and First Day Hikes

• Mon., Jan. 20  Martin 
Luther King Junior Day

• Sun., March 9  Billy Frank 
Junior’s Birthday

• Wed., March 19  State 
Parks’ 111th Birthday

• Tues., April 22  Earth Day
• Sat., June 7 and Sun., June 

8  Free Fishing Weekend
• Thurs., June 19  Juneteenth
• Sat., Aug. 9  Smokey Bear’s 

Birthday
• Sat., Sept. 27  National 

Public Lands Day
• Fri., Oct. 10  World Mental 

Health Day
• Mon., Nov. 11  Veterans 

Day 
Last year’s First Day Hikes 

event, part of a national 
initiative by America’s State 
Parks, drew more than 1,700 
participants who covered 
2,907.2 trail miles across 
Washington state parks.

The Discover Pass, 
established by legislation in 
2011, typically costs between 
$30 and $35 for an annual pass 
or $10 to $11.50 for a single
day visit. While the free days 
waive the standard parking fee 
requirement, they do not apply 
to SnoParks, which require 
separate permits during the 
winter season from November 
through April.

The complete list of 2025 
free days includes traditional 
observances like Earth Day 
and National Public Lands 
Day, as well as World Mental 
Health Day, which recognizes 
the documented health 
benefits of spending time in 
nature, including increased 
serotonin and dopamine levels 
and reduced blood pressure.

Officials note that the 
Discover Pass program 
continues to support 
conservation efforts and helps 
preserve public lands for 
future generations.

State land agencies 
announce 2025 
Discover Pass free days

Sign up for
our free daily

updates

Stay Informed with

WWW.NCW.NEWS

Local stories,
regional impact.

Be the first to know with
NCW News.

Whether it's breaking news,
insightful editorials, or engaging
local stories, we’re here to keep

you connected and informed.
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By Jerry Cornfield and 
laurel demkoviCh
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA  Gov. Jay Inslee 
entered office a dozen years 
ago vowing to not raise taxes 
as Washington emerged from 
a devastating recession during 
which state programs and 
services were slashed to make 
ends meet.

Now, with the end of his 
third term only about a month 
away, the outgoing Democrat 
is calling for a new tax on the 
state’s wealthiest residents 
and a higher tax on businesses. 
It’s his solution to bridging the 
state’s looming multibillion 
dollar shortfall without another 
round of drastic cuts.

“We invest in our people. We 
don’t leave people behind and 
[most] importantly, we don’t go 
backwards,” he told reporters 
Tuesday as he released details 
of the final budget he will send 
to legislators.

That plan outlines $79.5 
billion in spending in the next 
twoyear operating budget — 
an increase from $69.8 billion 
in the current budget cycle. 
The total does not include 
spending on transportation or 
construction projects covered 
in two separate budget plans.

The governor’s proposal 
would maintain existing 

levels of most state services 
and provide costofliving 
increases for tens of thousands 
of unionized state employees.

To balance spending with 
expected revenue, Inslee 
proposed cutting some 
programs and delaying others, 
tapping into the state’s rainy 
day savings account and 
sweeping part of the surplus 
of one of the state’s legacy 
pension plans. 

“I know some people who 
won’t like this budget,” Inslee 
said. “This is a starting point 
for discussion.”

What they’re saying
Democrats and progressive 

groups praised Inslee’s budget 
and his proposed “wealth tax,” 
though some pushed back 
on the lack of new education 
spending.

Sen. June Robinson, D
Everett, chair of the Senate 
Ways and Means Committee 
and the lead Democratic budget 
writer, called the proposal 
“thoughtful and future
focused.”

“We will carefully consider 
all options to close the shortfall, 
minimize disruptions to 
essential services, and ensure 
every Washingtonian — 
regardless of zip code or income 
— has access to opportunity, 
stability, and a better future,” 

she said.
Treasure Mackley, executive 

director at the progressive 
Invest in Washington Now 
group, called the wealth tax 
“a logical next step to fund 
critical services like child 
care, education and long
term care.” The group backed 
Washington’s recently adopted 
capital gains tax and worked 
to defeat a measure on the 
November ballot that sought to 
repeal it.

Meanwhile, Rep. Travis 
Couture, the top Republican 
on the House Appropriations 
Committee, raised questions 
about the legality of the wealth 
tax, which he described as, “the 
largest tax increase in state 
history.”

“This budget is not a serious 
proposal,” he said. “Our state 
has a spending problem, not a 
revenue problem.”

Inslee notably does not fulfill 
a request from Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Chris 
Reykdal for $3 billion for 
special education, school 
transportation and staff salary 
increases. 

“We absolutely must 
continue to expand investments 
in services for our students 
with disabilities, a civil rights 
obligation that has never been 
amply funded,” Reykdal said 
in a statement. “A budget that 

merely maintains current 
service levels without making 
additional investments will 
result in more cuts at the local 
level.”

Larry Delaney, president 
of the Washington Education 
Association, said Inslee’s 
proposal “misses the mark.” 

“Students’ unmet needs are 
more urgent than ever and 
it takes significantly more 
resources to support their 
learning,” Delaney said in 
a statement. “We can’t keep 
kicking the can – we need bold 

leadership that prioritizes our 
students’ education and raises 
the revenue to meet students’ 
needs.”

Republicans, who are in the 
minority in both chambers of 
the Legislature, were quick to 
slam Inslee’s plan. Sen. Chris 
Gildon, the top Republican on 
the Senate Ways and Means 
Committee, criticized the tax
andspend approach.

“Let’s be clear: there is a 
deficit ahead, but it’s caused 
by overspending, not by a 
recession or a drop in revenue,” 

Gildon said in a statement. 
“When the cost of doing 
business goes up, consumers 
feel it too. His budget would 
make living in Washington 
even less affordable.”

Lawmakers and the next 
governor, Bob Ferguson, will 
consider Inslee’s proposal when 
the 2025 session begins Jan. 13.

Raising revenue 
To erase most of the shortfall, 

estimated to be as high as $16 
billion over the next four years, 
Inslee called for a new “wealth 
tax” to generate as much as $3.4 
billion in the next biennium and 
$10.3 billion over four years.

His proposal would levy 
a 1% tax on an individual’s 
wealth above $100 million. 
This would cover an array of 
assets, including cash, bonds 
and stocks. Inslee estimated the 
tax could apply to about 3,400 
people.

It goes further than an 
idea pushed by Democratic 
lawmakers last session. That 
bill imposed a 1% tax on 
intangible assets above $250 
million and would have affected 
an estimated 700 people.

Inslee acknowledged that 
taxes “are not considered happy 
news for anybody.” But he said 
this “fairly modest” one on 

www.ncw.news

UPPER VALLEY CHURCH GUIDE To Place Information in The Church Guide Call 509-548-5286

Leavenworth
CASCADE MOUNTAIN BIBLE CHURCH
Office: 509-548-4331 • 11025, Chumstick Hwy. 
• Please join us Sunday mornings, 9 a.m., Sunday School, 10:30 a.m., 
Worship Service

LEAVENWORTH COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
418 Evans Street • 509-548-5619 • 10 a.m.Sunday Service, 
Pastor Jo Dene Romeijn-Stout •Leavenworthumc.org 
• leavenworthumc@outlook.com

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
10170 Titus Rd. (across from middle school). 
Church: 509-548-7667  
• Meetings: Sunday - 10 a.m
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
“Reconciling in Christ Congregation” 
• 224 Benton Street  
• 509-548-7010 • Worship 9:30 a.m. w/coffee following 
• https://www.flcleavenworth.com

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF LEAVENWORTH, SBC
429 Evans Street, 509- 470-7745 
• Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.  
• www.leavenworthbaptist.com 
• Email: info@leavenworthbaptist.com

LEAVENWORTH CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
111 Ski Hill Drive • 509-548-5292 • Sunday Worship 9 a.m. 
• Lead Pastor: Greg Appleby • Youth Pastor Paige Derossett 
• Worship Pastor-Jacob Mitchell • www.LCN.org

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
10600 Ski Hill Drive • 509-548-4345 • Saturday Services • Bible Study 
9:30 a.m. • Worship 11 a.m. • 509-860-3997

SPIRIT LIFE CENTER
210 Benton Street • 509-548-7138 • Sunday Worship 10 a.m., Prayer 6 
p.m. • Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m. • Pastor Russell Esparza

Monitor
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
3799 Fairview Canyon - 509-782-2601 
Worship Service at 9:00 AM, Sunday 
Pastor Lilia Felicitas-Malana

Dryden
DRYDEN COMMUNITY CHURCH
Hwy 2 at Dryden Ave. • 509-782-2935 
• Sunday Worship at 11 am.   
Prayer Meeting Wed. at 6 pm. Pastor Bill Clem

MID-VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
8345 Stine Hill Rd. • 509-782-2616 
• Worship Service, 10 a.m., 
Sunday School, 9 a.m. •Pastor Mike Moore 
www.midvalley baptist.org

Peshastin
LIGHT IN THE VALLEY COMMUNITY CHURCH
8455 Main Street • Sunday Worship 10 a.m. • Pastor John Romine 
www.lightinthevalley.org

NEW LIFE FOURSQUARE CHURCH
7591 Hwy. 97 • 509-548-4222 • Sunday Worship, 10 a.m.  
• Pastors, Darryl and Mindy Wall  
• newlifeleavenworth@gmail.com
FB page: newlifeleavenworth • www.newlifeleavenworth.com

Plain
PLAIN COMMUNITY CHURCH
Serving Our Valley Since 1941 • 12565 Chapel Dr. 509-763-3621  
Looking for you at 10:30 this Sunday! • plaincommunitychurch.org
facebook.com/plaincommunitychurch •office@plaincommunitychurch.org

Cashmere
CASHMERE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
303 Maple Street • 509-782-2431 • Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.  
Call for activities: Pastor Charles Clarke • www.cashmerepres.org

CASHMERE COMMUNITY CHURCH
213 S Division St - 509-782-3811 • Worship Service at 11:00 AM, Sun-
day • Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, • 10 AM to 1 PM 
• Pastor Lilia Felicitas-Malana

CHRIST CENTER
Sunday Worship Service at 10 am • Lead Pastor Steve Haney • 5800 
Kimber Rd., Cashmere• 509-295-8006 christcentercashmere.com

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH
• 509-860-0736 • 222 Cottage Ave., 
• 9 am Formation of Faith, 10 am Worship. Combined service with Grace 
Lutheran Church. Pastor Rob Gohl

New Year
New Swag

Elevate Your Brand’s First 
Impression. Turn heads with 

premium, personalized promotional 
products that showcase your style.

Call now and make your logo the star of 2025 • 509-731-3624 • northwestswag.com

B U S I N E S S  &  S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

©  2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.  Plans shown above include 
$5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for  
new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,  
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.
Plans start at just $20/month.

855-854-4608Switch & Save Today.

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 888-518-9678 to 
schedule your free quote!

BOGO
40% OFF

+ $200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase

ENDS 1/31

Minimum purchase of 4

Minimum purchase of 4

844-239-3248

509-731-3321

Add your business 
or service to this directory: 

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare
We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify: Call 1.855.717.4567

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-794-1675
130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

PORTABLE OXYGEN 

JERRY CORNFIELD / WASHINGTON STATE STANDARD

Washington Gov. Jay Inslee proposed his final state budget on 
Tuesday. It calls for a new wealth tax, an increase in business 
taxes, along with some programs and a closure of a women’s 
prison. The plan will be a starting point for state lawmakers in 
the 2025 legislative session.

Inslee proposes taxing wealthy residents and businesses to close Washington's budget gap

See INSLEE Page B3
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Announcements

Lost & Found

Miscellaneous

General Interest

Employment

Help Wanted

Legals

Public Notices

�

�
�
�

�

CORRECTIONS: Ward Media LLC shall 
be responsible for corrections to adver-
tisements on the first publication only. 
The advertiser will be responsible for 
the corrections made thereafter. Ward 
Media LLC shall not be responsible for 
slight changes or typographical errors 
that do no lessen the value of the adver-
tisement. Ward Media LLC’s liability for 
other errors or omissions in connection 
with an advertisement is strictly limited 
to the publication of the advertisements 
in any subsequent issue. No monetary 
refunds will be given. For more informa-
tion call 509-548-5286.

www.leavenworthecho.com 
www. cashmerevalleyrecord.com

Moving?
Are you a Snowbird?

Don’t forget to call Laura in Circulation
so you don’t miss a single issue of your
Local Weekly Community Newspaper or 

your Monthly Business publication!

email: laura@ward.media or 
call 509-293-6780

The Leavenworth Echo
Cashmere Valley Record

Lake Chelan Mirror
Quad City Herald

Wenatchee Business Journal

Robyn Bodajla - 617-462-3402
Momi Palmieri - 509-433-2211

Geordie Romer - 509-679-8958   
Allyson Romer - 509-630-9898

Looking for real estate 
in the Upper Valley?

Give us a call today!

Robyn Bodajla - 617-462-3402
Momi Palmieri - 509-433-2211
Geordie Romer - 509-679-8958
Allyson Romer - 509-630-9898
Baily Brown - 425- 407-2692

 B2December 25, 2024 • The LeavenworTh echo / cashmere vaLLey recorD
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Standards Link: Use the 
newspaper to locate information.

Can you find 
examples in your local 

newspaper of gifts 
people can give that 
don’t cost money?

Gifts from 
the Heart

Standards Link: Social Studies: Learn traditions of other cultures.

In France, some families find a large log to burn. 
They call it the Yule Log and light it on Christmas Eve 

using a piece of unburned log from the year before. 
Some save the ashes from the Yule Log, believing these 

ashes can ward off sickness and other misfortunes.

Today, instead of burning a Yule Log, many French 
people make and eat a beautiful chocolate cake 

in the shape of a log.

The advent calendar is long part 
of the German tradition to help 
children countdown the days until 
Christmas Eve. The calendar has 
24 doors with little surprises inside 
and starts December 1. Each day, 
children open a calendar door until 
Christmas Eve arrives.

On December 13th, the 
eldest daughter plays 
the role of St. Lucia and 
serves coffee and sweet 
rolls to the family. She 
wears a lighted holly 
wreath on her head and 
sings carols.

On Christmas Eve, 
children celebrate with 
a piñata. The children 
are blindfolded and take 
turns trying to break it 
with a stick. When it breaks 
open, there are lots of goodies 
for everyone!

Merry Christmas from France

Merry Christmas from Germany

Merry Christmas 
from Sweden

Merry Christmas from 
Mexico

Can you �nd the 
piñata that’s di�erent 

than the others?

Nearly everyone celebrates some sort of 
holiday in the winter. For many people, 

it’s Christmas. Let’s take a trip to 
celebrate with kids around the globe!

Color one 
space on 

the advent 
calendar 

below every 
day through 

Christmas 
Eve!

© 2024 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 41, No. 4

My Family 
Tradition

What is your favorite family holiday 
tradition? Write about it!

Look through the newspaper to find examples 
of foods, products, words, names, etc., that 
show a connection between our community 
and the rest of the world. Clip the items and 
attach them to the correct region on a map.
Standards Link: Compare everyday life in different places.

Explore the World

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

S

S

T

H

T

E

E

W

S

Y

C

A

L

E

N

D

A

R

C

F

A

M

I

L

Y

J

O

H

B

S

K

S

T

I

C

K

R

Q

A

D

E

R

V

W

A

I

N

V

V

D

I

B

E

T

S

E

E

Y

L

O

D

L

A

T

D

P

L

O

G

O

O

N

M

E

I

L

U

M

U

R

I

A

W

R

O

W

Y

P

C

P

CAKE
CALENDAR
DOOR
EVE
FAMILY
HOLLY
LOG
PINATA
ROLE
SAVE
STICK
SWEDEN
SWEET
TRIP
YULE

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Where in the world are these 
packages being shipped? 
Use the code to find out!

A
B
C
D
E
G

18
17
16
15
14
13

=
=
=
=
=
=

I
K
L
M
N
O

12
11
10
9
8
7

=
=
=
=
=
=

P
R
T
U
X
Y

6
5
4
3
2
1

=
=
=
=
=
=15 14 8 9 18 5 11

9 14 2 12 16 7

12 4 18 10 1

6 14 5 3

16 18 8 18 15 18

17 14 10 13 12 3 9

12 5 14 10 18 8 15

13 5 14 14 16 14

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Germany is credited with starting the 
Christmas tree tradition over four centuries 

ago. Christians in Germany brought decorated 
trees into their homes. Some built Christmas 
pyramids of wood and decorated them with 
evergreens and candles if wood was scarce.

Race a family member to 
the Christmas tree!

PLAYER 1

PLAYER 2

Additionally, the City 
Council chose the desired 
System Development Charge 
(SDC) for each utility. SDC’s 

are paid by all new utility 
connections. For water, City 
Council went with 50 percent 
of the maximum allowed under 
state law. The new rate would 
increase the SDC rate for a 
three quarter inch meter from 

$3,898.80 to $6,685.00. The city 
chose not to increase the rates 
for the other utilities.

Lastly, the rightofway 
permit fee for the maintenance 
of an existing sidewalk was 
dropped from $100 to $35, in 

order to reduce the burden 
of businesses required to 
maintain the footpaths in front 
of their stores.

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276 
or taylor@ward.media

Utility rate
Continued from page A1

Coffee & Waffles
Continued from page A1

will still feature the roaster’s 
coffee on its menu. Pankow 
plans to carry on the “waffle 
haus” theme by offering 
specialty waffles.

“Waffles and coffee are 
great together…Everyone 
in town does waffles, but no 
one does just waffles, right? 
So we will be a wafflecentric 
restaurant, where everything 
will be waffled, essentially,” 
said Pankow. 

The menu offers regular 
waffles with the option of 
toppings, or stuffed waffles. 

“We’ll have all the exciting 
ones, and all the ones that 
you know about for sweet 
and savory, but then we’re 
going to throw in probably 
monthly specials and weekly 
specials,” said Pankow.

The stuffed waffles range 
from classics such as a fruit 
stuffed waffle or bacon, egg 
and cheese, to innovative 
flavors, such a pulled pork 
and coleslaw or pizza. 

Kid’s Menu half orders 
are available, as well as an 
“unwaffle” order for those 
skipping the carbohydrates, 
consisting of eggs and a 
choice of meat.

The coffee and waffle shop 
offers a casual setting, with 
orders placed at the coffee 
bar, and options for dinein 
or togo. The dining space 
has large, floortoceiling 
windows that stay open for 
downtown viewing and bring 
natural sunlight into the 
space. 

“I’m super excited to activate 
the space…Having a great 
building, great neighbors, and 
really activating the space for 
the community and for the 
tourists,” said Pankow.

Leavenworth Coffee and 
Waffles is currently open 
seven days a week from 7 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Food options are 
available starting at 8 a.m. It is 
located on the corner of US2 
and Evans Street, at 894 US2.

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276 
or taylor@ward.media

the incomes of extraordinarily 
wealthy people will enable the 
state to continue serving those 
struggling to afford necessities 
like food and housing.

The governor’s business and 
occupation tax changes will 
occur in two phases.

Businesses making over 
$1 million a year in a tax 
category dubbed “service and 
other activities” would pay a 
20% surcharge from October 
2025 until December 2026. 
The surcharge goes away in 
January 2027. However, at 
that time, all business and 
occupation tax rates would be 
increased by 10%. 

Inslee estimates the business 
and occupation tax changes 
would net $1 billion in the 
biennium and $2.6 billion over 
four years.

Inslee siphons large sums 
from two places to complete 
his plan. He’s penciled in $1.6 
billion from the state’s Budget 
Sta bi lization Account, better 
known as its rainy day fund. 
That seems unlikely. It takes 
a supermajority vote in each 
chamber of the Legislature to 
tap the fund when there is no 
declared state of emergency 
or economic slowdown. This 
would require support from 
Republicans who oppose the 
idea.

The governor has also swept 
$1 billion from a surplus in the 
Law Enforcement Officers’ 
and Fire Fighters’ retirement 
system known as LEOFF 1. 
This pension plan is available 
to law enforcement officers and 
firefighters hired before Oct. 1, 
1977. Inslee said the move will 
not alter anyone’s benefits.

Get out the scissors
Inslee’s proposal accounts 

for about $2 billion in cuts and 
savings.

A big budget saver is pausing 
bonuses that teachers receive 
if they’ve gotten certification 
from the National Board 
for Professional Tea ching 
Standards. For this school year, 
those bonuses were $6,324. That 
pause saves the state about 
$151 million. 

Inslee also proposes dela ying 
the expansion of child care slots 
and subsidies for lowincome 
families planned under the 2021 
Fair Start for Kids Act. 

Starting in the 2026
2027 school year, the Early 
Childhood Education and 
Assistance Program was 
supposed to become an enti
tlement program, guaranteeing 
access to families below 
a certain income. Inslee’s 
proposal delays that expansion 
to the 20302031 school year. 
That delay would save the state 
about $146 million through 2027. 

Under Fair Start, the 
Working Connections Child 
Care subsidy program is 
supposed to expand eligibility 
to families with up to 75% of the 
state median income starting 
next July. Inslee’s proposal 
delays that expansion to 2031. 
That delay would save the 
state $119.5 million through 
2027.

Another notable cut is closing 
the Mission Creek Corrections 
Center for Women, a minimum
security prison in Belfair, south 
of Bremerton. Shuttering the 
facility will result in $15.3 
million of savings for the state.

The governor’s office 
says the facility has seen a 
“rapid decline” in residents, 
specifically those with low
level drug offenses, leading 
to excess capacity. Once the 
facility closes, likely by the 
end of 2025, those living there 
will move to a reopened unit 
at the Washington Corrections 

Inslee
Continued from page B1

Cascade students
Continued from page A1

characteristics, leadership 
and service activities, and 
an analysis of their essay. 
Approximately 650 semifinalists 
will be announced in April, 

then further evaluated by the 
Commission on Presidential 
Scholars. In May, up to 161 U.S. 
Presidential Scholars for 2025 
will be announced.

In June, scholars will be 
invited to Washington, D.C. 
to be presented with the 
U.S. Presidential Scholars 

medallion in a White House
sponsored event. The U.S. 
Presidential Scholars Program 
was established in 1964 by 
executive order of the president 
in order to recognize and honor 
the nation’s most distinguished 
high school seniors. In 1979, 
it was extended to recognize 

students who demonstrate 
talent in visual, creative, 
and performing arts. In 2015, 
it was extended to recognize 
accomplishments in career and 
technical education fields.

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276 or 
taylor@ward.media

Center for Women, located 
in Gig Harbor. Inslee also 
proposes closing two residential 
habilitation centers at Rainier 
School and Yakima Valley 
School by 2027. These centers 
provide care for people with 
developmental and intellectual 
disabilities. Those closures 
would save about $18 million.

And still more spending
Although there are cuts 

and savings, there’s also 
new spending sprinkled 
throughout Inslee’s plan. Not 
as much as his last budget, but 
an increase nonetheless.

There is $2.6 billion 
for collective bargaining 
agreements with state 
employees. That funding 
covers 32 agreements that pay 
for general wage increases, 
targeted pay hikes for areas 
with recruitment challenges, 
and health care premiums. 

There’s $33 million for a 
new juvenile detention facility 
at Stafford Creek Corrections 
Center. Inslee announced 
his intention to open a new 
facility on the campus of the 
Aberdeen prison last month. 
It would house 48 men and 
help ease overcrowding at 

Green Hill School where the 
population has exceeded safe 
capacity for months. 

And there’s $255 million to 
backfill a drop in collections 
from the state’s document 
recording fee, which pays 
for homelessness services. 
That money would go toward 
grants to provide housing 
services for homeless youth, 
help preserve affordable 
housing and provide support 
for homeowners facing 
foreclosure. 

The budget also covers 
many smaller expenses, like 
$5 million for safety at 2026 

soccer World Cup games in 
Seattle, $3 million to improve 
accessibility at state buildings 
and parks, $20 million to close 
a gap in funding for crime 
victims and $25 million to 
assist immigrants who do not 
qualify for federal refugee 
resettlement services. 

Washington State 
Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com) 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity.
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For inquiries or to join hands in 
supporting local journalism, reach 

out to us at 509-731-4392.

As the year draws to a close, we take this moment to extend our heartfelt gratitude 
to the incredible community that has stood by us. In reserving this fi nal page, we 

dedicate it to express our deepest appreciation for your unwavering support.

Local journalism stands as the heartbeat of our communities. It echoes your stories, 
celebrates your achievements, and amplifi es your voice. It is the thread that weaves us 

all together, fostering connections and understanding among neighbors.

To our cherished readers, you are the heartbeat of our newspapers - your 
engagement, loyalty, and trust fuel our dedication to delivering news that matters. 

Your continued readership empowers us to be the voice of the people, refl ecting the 
essence of our vibrant neighborhoods.

To our advertisers, your partnership has been invaluable. Your support not only 
sustains our newspapers but also fortifi es the local economy, fostering growth and 
prosperity. Together, we champion the importance of local businesses, showcasing 

their essence within our pages.

In the spirit of this season, we extend our warmest thanks for entrusting us with the 
responsibility of keeping our community informed and connected. Your support 

strengthens the foundation of local journalism, enabling us to continue serving you 
with integrity, accuracy, and dedication in the years to come.

As we turn the page to a new year, let’s carry forward the spirit of unity and support 
that defi nes our community. Thank you for allowing us to be a part of your lives and 

for believing in the power of local journalism.

With heartfelt appreciation,

Ward Media - Dedicated to Serving Our Community


