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Chelan asks 
residents to 
keep sidewalks 
clear for all
By Quinn Propst
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CHELAN – As the winter weather 
takes hold, the City of Chelan asks 
that residents clear snow and ice from 
sidewalks by 9 a.m. each day to ensure 
safe pedestrian access, in accordance 
with city regulations.

The City’s Snow and Ice Removal 
Guide is a resource to help residents 
stay safe in the winter weather, 
City Communications Director Chad 
Coltman said.

“As the snow and ice season settles 
in, safety is our top priority,” Coltman 
said. “Our Snow and Ice Guide is de-
signed to help residents stay prepared, 
protect their property, and keep our 
community moving smoothly through 
winter’s challenges.”

Chelan City Code 12.12.070 re-
quires property owners or occupants 
to remove snow and ice from side-
walks and walking paths in front of 
their homes or businesses. The city 
emphasizes that residents must keep 
sidewalks clear to help pedestrians, 
including disabled individuals, school-
children, and senior citizens, safely 
navigate the community.

According to the guide, it is unlaw-
ful for any person, by any means, 
to scrape, plow, pile, dump, push, or 
deposit snow or ice on, into or upon 
any street, highway, alley, or upon any 
fire hydrant or traffic sign in the city. 

The guide advises residents to pile 
snow in the front yard whenever pos-
sible. If the front yard is not accessible, 
snow may be piled or placed in the 
planter strip or along the edge of the 
curb. 

Snow may be piled on berms created 
by the city plows. Snow may not be 
thrown or piled in the driving and 
parking lanes. 

“City snow plow crews do their best 
to keep snow off sidewalks, but cannot 
keep from creating berms at each 
driveway,” the guide states. “Please 
clear snow berms in driveways to the 
downstream direction of travel. This 
will result in the snow you shoveled 
being moved away from your driveway 
instead of plowed back into your drive-
way every time a plow comes by.” 

Chelan encourages residents to take 
pride in their community by maintain-
ing safe sidewalks. For more informa-
tion or concerns, contact Chelan Public 
Works at (509) 682-8030.

Quinn Propst: 509-731-3590  
or quinn@ward.media

Manson Grange Youth Fairs 2nd annual 
Christmas at Heritage Heights
Ward Media / Lake Chelan Mirror

CHELAN – Manson Grange Youth 
Fairs students held their second 
annual Christmas at Heritage 
Heights program on Saturday, Dec. 
14. 

The students sang Christmas 
carols to the residents, and present-

ed each resident with a special card 
and cookies. Santa Claus stopped 
by for a special visit, and residents 
and children were able to have their 
photo taken with him.

‘’From all of us here at Heritage 
Heights, we would like to thank Norm 
Manly for organizing this wonderful 
event each year, making our resi-

dents feel special before Christmas. 
A heartfelt thank you as well to the 
kids from the Manson Grange Youth 
Fairs for their beautiful Christmas 
carols, cookies, and special cards. 
Lastly, thank you to Santa for com-
pleting the event with joy and cheer. 
Each resident was truly happy and 
had so much fun,’’ Rachel Kiesecker, 

Life Enrichment Coordinator at Heri-
tage Heights.

Manson Grange Youth Fairs will 
hold its first meeting of the year on 
Monday, January 20 at 6 p.m. This will 
be a signup meeting for new families. 

For more information contact  
Norm Manly at 509-293-0225.

RUTHEDNA KEYS/WARD MEDIA  
Members of the Manson Grange Youth Fairs program sing Christmas Carols to the residents and family members at the 2nd annual Christmas at Heritage 
Heights on Dec. 14.

COURTESY NORM MANLY  
Norah, a member of the Manson 
Grange Youth Fairs program, presents 
a Christmas card to Bill, a resident 
of Heritage Heights at the groups 
Christmas Program on Dec. 14.

More than 1,700 residents help shape 
Chelan County PUD’ 50-year vision
NCW News / Ward Media

WENATCHEE – Chelan County 
Public Utility District commissioners 
have completed a year-long strategic 
planning initiative aimed at guiding 
the utility through 2075, with officials 
highlighting strong community par-
ticipation in the process.

The “Imagine 2075” plan, reviewed 
by commissioners last week, estab-
lishes a new mission to “Provide 
essential services to empower the 
community” and envisions creating 
“bold, enduring value for future gen-
erations.”

“It is a commitment to our future 
generations,” said board president 
Steve McKenna. “It’s really impor-

tant how we use these words and 
this work honors the past. By em-
bracing this vision, we reaffirm our 
commitment to being good ancestors 
and ensuring a sustainable, thriving 
future.”

The strategic document outlines 
nine long-range goals focusing on 
energy sustainability, infrastruc-
ture resilience, and community en-
gagement. Key objectives include 
ensuring stable energy rates while 
preserving local control, expanding 
the utility’s energy portfolio, and 
strengthening essential services 
against severe weather and cyber 
threats.

Community leader Gene Sharratt 
praised the planning process at the 

board meeting, stating, “I’ve been 
involved in a lot of strategic plan-
ning processes over the course of my 
career, and I think this is one of best 
I’ve ever seen, particularly with com-
munity engagement and community 
involvement. I felt from the onset 
that your direction was sincere, it 
was clear, and it was concise.”

The development process involved 
more than 150 staff members and 50 
community partners who identified 
critical trends and challenges for the 
next five decades. 

Employee teams developed four 
scenario-based future stories, which 
informed the final goals. More than 
1,700 customer-owners participated in 
a survey to prioritize these objectives.

General Manager Kirk Hudson 
emphasized that implementing the 
vision will require significant organi-
zational changes. 

“It’s one thing to have a vision, 
it’s another thing to implement it,” 
Hudson said. 

“I want to make sure there’s a 
clear understanding, it’s not going to 
be business as usual. There will be 
a transformation that occurs within 
the organization.”

The utility will develop a strate-
gic plan with measurable goals and 
timelines in 2025 to implement the 
vision. The draft plan received ap-
proximately two dozen public com-
ments through an online survey over 
a three-week period.

Invasive ‘murder hornets’ found in Washington 
have been eradicated, officials say
By Jacquelyn Jimenez Romero
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA – The hunt for invasive 
“murder hornets” is over in Washington 
and the rest of the U.S. after three years 
without confirmed detections, state and 
federal officials said last week. 

“It is a rare day when the humans 
actually get to win one against the 
insects,” said Sven Spichiger, Washing-
ton State Department of Agriculture 
pest program manager. 

The insects – formally known as 
northern giant hornets – posed a sig-
nificant threat to honey bees and other 
native insects in the Pacific Northwest. 
They can kill an entire hive in as little 
as 90 minutes by decapitating the bees. 

Officials described the search for the 

hornets as something like a scene out 
of a movie. Teams captured one of the 
2-inch hornets, attached a small tag to 
the insect, and tracked it back to its nest 
by listening to radio transmitter beeps. 

The hornet’s sting also poses a threat 
to humans as it can penetrate a bee-
keeping suit and a swarm of stings can 
be fatal. In 2013, more than 40 people 
were killed and over 1,000 were injured 
in China by the insects. 

In North America, they were first 
spotted in British Columbia, Canada in 
August 2019 and confirmed in Whatcom 
County, Washington in December of 
that year. 

Despite these detections occurring 
around the same time and location, 
DNA evidence suggests the hornets 
found in Washington originated from 

South Korea while the ones in British 
Columbia originated in Japan.

Between 2020 and 2021, four nests 
were spotted inside tree hollows in 
Washington. This was distinctive, as 
the hornets tend to nest in the ground.

Spichiger theorized that nesting in 
trees could have been a trait of the spe-
cific hornets that turned up in Washing-
ton or a response to flooding at the time 
they were around.

Eradication efforts, which began in 
2019, involved collaboration between 
state, federal, and international govern-
ment agencies as well as support from 
community members. Over half of the 
confirmed detections came from the 
public, according to Spichiger.

“If the entire community hadn’t 
stood up and taken action, there is a 

real good chance that we would just 
all be living with the northern giant 
hornet,” Spichiger said. 

The state continued trapping efforts 
through this year in Whatcom County. 
Despite trapping and continued public 

COURTESY OF WASHINGTON STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

A northern giant hornet seen on an 
apple.
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Get your event in the spotlight with Ward Media!
If you have an exciting event to share, email Reporter Quinn Propst at quinn@ward.media. We’ll showcase the five most 
captivating events of the week, giving your event the recognition it deserves. Even if your event isn’t among the top five, 
it will still be added to our events calendar and featured online. Don’t miss this chance to make your event shine! 5 

things to do
this week

Live music by  
Damian Livermore 

Lakeside Public House in 
Chelan will host live music 
by Damian Livermore on 
Saturday, December 28, from 
6-9 p.m.

“Join us for live music 
with Damian Livermore on 
Saturday, December 28 from 
6-9 p.m.,” the event page 
states. “The Lakeside Public 
House features a menu 
created by Executive Chef 
Justin Araya, who has put 
together a unique scratch 
menu with his twist on some 
traditional Public House 
dishes.”

For more information, visit 
sigillocellars.com.

Weekly Winter Dinner 
Monday

Chelan Ridge Winery in 
Manson will host a Weekly 

Winter Dinner Monday on 
Monday, December 30, from 
5-6:30 p.m.

“Warm up your winter 
Monday evenings with a 
delicious homecooked dinner 
at Chelan Ridge Winery,” 
the event page states. “Each 
week, we’ll feature a carefully 
crafted set menu for just $30 
per person.”

For more information 
and to reserve a spot visit 
chelanridgewinery.com.

Pub Trivia
Stormy Mountain Brewing 

in Chelan will host Pub Trivia 
on Wednesday, January 1, 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m.

“Join your friends and 
family for the local favorite 
– Stormy Mountain Pub 
Trivia,” the event page states. 
“We have fun questions 
made for all ages – culture, 

history, sports, and more. 
Awesome prizes and 
as always – free to 
play.” 

For more 
information, 
visit stormy–
mountainbrewing.com.

Thursday Night  
Game Night

Diffraction in Manson will 
host Thursday Night Game 
Night on Thursday, January 
2, from 2-8 p.m.

“Join us every Thursday for 
an epic combo of great wine, 
food, games, and good vibes,” 
the event page states. “Grab 
one of our brisket sandwiches, 
cheer on your favorite team, 
and dive into our retro arcade 
lineup. Whether you’re here 
to root for your team or set a 
new high score, we’ve got you 
covered. Bring your friends, 

grab a drink, and let the 
games begin.”

For more information, visit 
diffractionwine.com.

Live music by  
Dan Quigley

Tipsy Canyon Winery in 
Manson will host live music 
by Dan Quigley on Thursday, 
January 2, from 4-6 p.m.

“Tipsy Canyon Winery 
is excited to bring you live 
music from the local talented 
pianist, Dan Quigley,” the 
event page states. “So kick 
up your feet, enjoy a tasty 
glass of wine, and savor every 
sound from the piano as Dan 
Quigley performs live.”

For more information, visit 
tipsycanyon.com.
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Cheri Canterbury
Cheri Canterbury, 78, of Manson, Washington 

passed away on December 15, 2024.
Precht Rose Chapel is handling the arrangements 

for the family. 

Janice Dexter Ochoa
Janice Dexter Ochoa, 94, of Duvall, Washington 

passed away in Chelan, Washington on  
December 14, 2024.

Precht Rose Chapel is handling the arrangements 
for the family. 

Katherine Mendoza Garibay
Katherine Mendoza Garibay, 4, of Manson, 

Washington passed away on December 13, 2024.
Precht Rose Chapel is handling the arrangements 

for the family. 

Christine D. Rayment
Christine D. Rayment, 76, of Manson, Washington 

passed away on December 20, 2024.
Precht Rose Chapel is handling the arrangements 

for the family.
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Chelan and Manson’s guide  
to New Year’s Eve celebrations
By Quinn Propst
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CHELAN – As 2024 comes 
to an end, Chelan and Manson 
are ready to welcome the new 
year with a lineup of exciting 
New Year’s Eve celebrations. 
Whether you’re looking for a 
cozy dinner, lively music, or 
a dazzling fireworks display 
over the lake, the community 
offers something for everyone 
to enjoy. Here’s a look at the 
local events that will help you 
ring in 2025 in style.

NYE Oysters and Bubbly 
at Amos Rome Vineyards

Celebrate New Year’s Eve 
at Amos Rome Vineyards in 
Manson, with a special tasting 
event on December 31 from 
12–5 p.m. 

Guests can enjoy the exclu-
sive 2 year Tirage 2022 Block ’98 
Cuvée, crafted in the Méthode 
Champenoise style, paired with 
three fresh oysters from Taylor 

Shellfish for $35. 
Reservations are required, 

and tickets sell out quickly. 
For more information, visit 
amosrome.com.

NYE Papa and Pakora at 
Cairdeas Winery

Ring in the New Year at 
Cairdeas Winery in Manson, 
with a festive celebration on 
December 31 from 12–5 p.m. 
Enjoy Caisléan an Pápa poured 
from 3L Magnums and indulge 
in veggie pakora from Twisted 
Cork, a pairing designed to 
delight your palate. 

Reservations are required, 
with the option to add pakora 
to your experience.
For more information, visit 
cairdeaswinery.com.

New Year’s Eve Dinner 
at Campbell’s Pub and 
Veranda

Enjoy an elegant New Year’s 

Eve celebration at Campbell’s 
Pub and Veranda in Chelan, 
on December 31 from 5–9 p.m. 
Savor a specially curated prix 
fixe menu filled with delightful 
flavors to ring in the new year. 

Reservations are recom-
mended for this festive dining 
experience.
For more information, visit 
campbellsresort.com.

New Year’s Eve Gala 
at Tsillan Cellars and 
Sorrento’s Ristorante

Celebrate in style at Tsillan 
Cellars and Sorrento’s Ris-
torante’s New Year’s Eve Gala 
on December 31 from 6–10 p.m. 

The event features a five-
course wine-paired dinner, 
live music for dancing, and a 
festive toast to welcome 2025. 

Tickets are $155 for wine 
club members and $180 for 
non-members. 

Dress to impress and make 
it a night to remember.

Mission Ridge Bible Church 
Senior Pastor steps down, 
search begins for successor
Lake Chelan Mirror 
Ward Media

MANSON – Mission Ridge 
Bible Church announced Friday 
that Senior Pastor David 
Belcher has stepped down from 
his leadership position effective 
December 2024.

The church’s Board of Di-
rectors made the announce-
ment via press release, noting 
Belcher’s instrumental role in 
establishing the congregation 
in 2023. 

“Pastor David was one of the 
keystone leaders to develop 
and launch MRBC under a firm 
foundation to teach the biblical 

doctrine of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ,” the board stated.

According to church leader-
ship, a Pastoral Search Com-
mittee has been formed to seek 
a permanent replacement. 

The board emphasized that 
weekly Sunday worship servic-
es will continue without inter-
ruption at the Manson Grange 
location.

“The Board and congrega-
tion have been blessed under 
Pastor David’s pastoral care, 
and we wish him and his family 
God’s abundant blessings in the 
opportunities that lay before 
them,” the statement read.

The church, which holds ser-

vices at 157 E Wapato Way 
in Manson at 10:30 a.m. each 
Sunday, was founded in 2023. 

Church officials indicated 
they will maintain their focus 
on local ministry, stating they 
“enthusiastically continue 
God’s plan for MRBC to impact 
local families and our commu-
nity with teaching the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.”

The board has not announced 
a timeline for selecting a per-
manent replacement. 

For more information, please 
visit their website at www.
missionridgebiblechurch.com 
or connect with them at info@
missionridgebiblechurch.com.

For more information, visit 
tsillancellars.com.

NYE Dinner and Dance 
Extravaganza at Siren 
Song Winery

Ring in the new year at 
Siren Song Vineyard Estate 
and Winery’s Dinner and 
Dance Extravaganza Party on 
December 31 from 6–10 p.m. 

The evening features a 
welcome glass of sparkling 
wine, an appetizer buffet, Sig-
nature Paella, a chef-crafted 
dessert, and DJ dancing. 

Tickets are $115 for the 
public and $95 for Siren Club 
members. 

The event wraps up in time 
to enjoy Chelan’s fireworks 
display. 

Space is limited – reserve 
your spot now.
For more information, visit 
sirensongwines.com.

Chelan Ridge Winery 
New York New Year’s  
Eve Bash

Celebrate the new year 
early at Chelan Ridge Winery’s 
beloved New York New Year’s 

Eve Bash on December 31 from 
6:30–9:30 p.m. 

The evening features a 
welcome glass of bubbly, live 
music by Owen Barnhart, a 
dinner buffet, an exclusive wine 
discount, a vineyard walk with 
hot spiced wine by a bonfire, 
and a fireworks display.

Tickets are $75 per person, 
and reservations are required. 

Don’t miss this festive tradi-
tion – reserve your spot today.
For more information, visit 
chelanridgewinery.com.

New Year’s Eve Firework 
Display

Celebrate the arrival of 2025 
with Chelan’s Annual New 
Year’s Eve Firework Display at 
Don Morse Park! 

The spectacular show lights 
up the sky at 9 p.m., offering 
perfect views from the park, 
nearby hotels, homes, or even 
aboard the Lady of the Lake. 

Don’t miss this dazzling tra-
dition to kick off the new year!
For more information, visit 
lakechelan.com.

Quinn Propst: 509-731-3590  
or quinn@ward.media
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Business & Service Directory

Your business or  
service to this directory! 

509-682-2213
Starting at

per week
 $

 15
ADVERTISE

Meetings

Monday
American Legion #108: First 

Monday, 7 p.m., Manson Parks 
& Recreation Building, 142 
Pedio St. Contact: Norm Manly, 
509-293-0225.

Manson Grange Youth Fairs 
Program: Third Monday, 6 
p.m., Manson Grange Build-
ing, youth 5th-8th grade. 
Contact: Norm Manly,  
509-293-0225.

Family and friends Support 
Group: Third Monday, 
7-8:30 p.m., Grace Lutheran 
Church, 1408 Washington 
Street, Wenatchee. Contact:  
509-860-3620

Tuesday

Manson Community Council: 
Third Tuesday, 6 p.m., Manson 
Parks Department, 142 Pedi 
St. In person or JOIN ZOOM 
MEETING: Meeting ID: 865 
5396 3012, Passcode: 98831: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8
6553963012?pwd=feCLUlQkf3
Z2TgEGDFvVaCEHpFI6AB.1

Survivors of Suicide Loss 
Support Group: Second 
Tuesday, 7-8:30 p.m., Grace Lu-
theran Church, 1408 Washing-
ton Street, Wenatchee. Contact: 
509-860-3620, website at:  
tcfwenatcheevalley.org

Lake Chelan Health Hospi-
tal board meeting: Fourth 
Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., board room 
at Lake Chelan Health, 110 S. 
Apple Blossom Drive. in person 
or via the internet. Agenda, 
login information: lakechelan-
health.org

Manson Grange: Fourth 
Tuesday, 5 p.m., Manson 
Grange Hall on Wapato 
Way. Contact: Norm Manly,  
509-293-0225.

Wednesday
TOPS® Chapter Paves the Way 

to Healthy Lifestyle: Weekly 
on Wednesdays, 10-11 a.m. 
TOPS® chapter (weight loss 
support group) meetings at 
Lake Chelan United Meth-
odist Church, located at 206 
N. Emerson St. Attendees 
should use the side entrance 
of the church between the 
Lake Chelan Health Express 
Care Clinic and the church. 
TOPS empowers people to 
stop dieting and start creat-
ing healthy, enjoyable lifestyle 
habits that will work for them 
over the long haul.

Manson Fire Dept. Board of 
Commissioners: Second 
Wednesday, 3:30 p.m., Station 
#51 - 250 West Manson 
Blvd., Manson. Meetings are 
in person. Contact: Reggie 
Trusel, Administrative Assis-
tant, 509-687-3222. Agenda at  
mansonfire.org

Chelan Fire & Rescue Board 
of Commissioners: Third 
Wednesday, 3 p.m., Station #71, 
232 E. Wapato Ave., Chelan. 
Meetings are in person and are 
held via ZOOM you can follow 
the link: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/87284665516. 
Meeting ID: 872 8466 5516 or 
dial +1 253 215 8782/ Contact: 
Misty Fifield, Administrative As-
sistant, 509-682-4476. Agenda 
at t chelan7.com

Death Cafe Chelan: Third 
Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., Chelan Public 
Library, 216 N. Emerson 
Street. Contact: Concie 
Luna or Vita Monteleone at  
monte419@nwi.net.

Thursday
Lake Chelan Lions Club: First 

and Third Thursdays, 9 a.m., 
Manson Parks Building, 142 

Pedoi St. 
Chelan Cancer Support Group: 

First Thursday, 11:30 a.m.-1 
p.m., Lake Chelan Health Hos-
pital. Lunch/meeting in Bragg 
Room. More info: Anne Brooks, 
509-682-8718.

Chelan Valley Republican 
Women: Second Thursday, 
6:30 p.m., Radiance Winery, 71 
Wapato Way, Manson. Guests, 
non-members, men welcome. 
Food, wine, beverages avail-
able for purchase. Arrive early 
so you have time to order. More 
info: Pam James, club president,  
425-343-2911. 

Family Caregivers/Support 
Group: Third Thursday, 10 
a.m.-11:30 a.m., Lake Chelan 
Chamber of Commerce, Cold-
well Banker Board Room, 216 E. 
Woodin Avenue, Chelan.

Friday
Veterans Outreach - Chelan & 

Manson: All veterans and their 
families are invited to join the 
Veterans Outreach meeting on 
Friday, December 20. Two ses-
sions, first at Company Creek 
Pizza in Chelan at 9 a.m. then 
the Manson Parks building at 
10:45 a.m. Questions, contact 
Norm Manly 509-293-0225.

Saturday
VFW #6853 Post Coffee/Donuts, 

Every Saturday, 9-11 a.m., 427 S. 
Bradley Street, donuts, coffee 
and conversation.

Other Events
Lake Chelan Museum of Wild-

life, Natural History & Art 
Gallery: Will be open Dec. 26, 
27, 28, 11 a.m. until 4 p.m., each 
day. January 2025 through 
March they will be open for 
school field trips and other 
community special meetings 

Any non-profit 501(c)-(3) group, 
person(s). Must provide: full name, 
city, phone number. Items pertain-
ing to local events that are free or 
minimum charge. Garage and 
Yard Sale Ads are paid events.  
To submit info call 509-682-2213 or 
email:ruth@ward.media

Local, Regional Community  
News & Events

BOGO
40% OFF

+ $200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase

ENDS 1/31

Minimum purchase of 4

Minimum purchase of 4

844-239-3248
Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 888-518-9678 to 
schedule your free quote!

©  2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.  Plans shown above include 
$5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for  
new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,  
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.
Plans start at just $20/month.

855-854-4608Switch & Save Today.

December 13
3:59:34 Domestic Distur, 703 

Boetzkes Ave# 3, Mans
5:56:59 Parking/Abandon, 100 

Wapato Way, Manson, Wa Ma
10:02:05 Suicide Threat, Dan 

Gordon Bridge, Chelan, Ch
12:51:56 Runaway, 5056 Entiat 

River Rd, Ent! 7
13:12:10 Accident No Inj, Sr 150 & 

Crystal Dr, Chela Ch
13:46:12 Theft, 108 N Apple 

Blossom Dr; Wa Ch
14:46:12 Welfare Check, 14825 

Stoneridge St, Entia En
15:05:36 Warrant, 300 Washington 

St; Chelan C
15:16:13 Traffic Offense, Sr 150 Mp 

5, Chelan, Wa Ch
18:58:19 Accident No Inj, 101 

Nelmida Ln # A, Chelan
22:16:29 Trespass, 236 Wallen Ave, 

Chelan, W

December 14
0:55:55 Noise, 153 E Wapato Lake 

Rd; Wapa
11:25:37 Assist Agency, 506 E Trow 

Ave, Chelan, Wa
15:39:59 Accident No Inj, 2484 

Manson Blvd, Manson,
17:44:46 Domestic Distur, 6038 

Entiat River Rd, Ent!
20:44:36 Domestic Distur, 356 

Wells Ave, Manson, Wa
21:08:56 Welfare Check, 647 

Wapato Way, Chelan, Wa

December 15
0:55:55 Noise, 153 E Wapato Lake 

Rd; Wapa
2:31:58 Assist Agency, 20 Bitter-

brush Ln, Chelan,
9:19:26 Alarm, 146 Long Dr, Chelan, 

Wa
9:59:25 Welfare Check, 1948 Howe 

St, Entiat, Wa
10:55:37 Accident Injury, Us Hwy 

97a & Apple Acres R
11:12:56 Alarm, 146 Long Dr, 

Chelan, Wa
11:16:35 Theft, 108 N Apple 

Blossom Dr; Wa
12:15:09 Accident No Inj, 567 Roses 

Ave, Manson, Wa
12:33:26 Theft, 108 N Apple 

Blossom Dr; Wa
12:39:27 Alarm, 146 Long Dr, 

Chelan, Wa

17:24:04 Animal Problem, 20 An-
derson Rd, Chelan, Wa

19:20:16 Suspicious, N Madeline 
Rd & Sr 150, Ma

19:45:41 Harass/Threat, 2441 Sr 
150 # 44, Manson,

December 16
0:13:11 Alarm, 1000 Totem Pole Rd; 

Manson
2:31:58 Assist Agency, 20 Bitter-

brush Ln, Chelan,
3:18:16 Animal Problem, Us Hwy 

97a Mp 228, Chelan,
7:50:20 Accident Unk, Us Hwy 97a 

& Cammack Ave,
9:00:35 Accident No Inj, Green Ave 

& Roses Ave, Man
9:03:45 Hazard, Boetzkes Ave & 

Manson Blvd
9:41:01 Accident No Inj, S Apple 

Blossom Dr & Sr 15
10:03:35 Accident No Inj, 620 N 

Emerson St, Chelan,
10:21:49 Sex Offense, 310 N Shore 

Ct, Manson, Wa
12:37:19 Hazard, 2000blk Hedding 

St, Entiat
14:35:08 Suspicious, 16648 S Lake-

shore Rd, Chel
15:33:19 Welfare Check, 550 Klate 

Rd, Manson, Wa
15:58:04 Property, 817 E Woodin 

Ave; Bills Cu
16:13:23 Alarm, 54 Golf Course Rd, 

Chelan,
20:13:52 Scam, 2331 Albin Dr# 5, 

Entiat,
21:47:25 Accident No Inj, 112 E 

Woodin Ave; Senor Fr
22:36:45 Traffic Offense, Wapato 

Lake Rd & Roses Ave

December 17
01:04:32 Alarm, 1000 Totem Pole 

Rd; Manson Ma
09:17:59 Domestic Distur, 2441 Sr 

150 # 30, Manson, Ma
10:30:35 Miscellaneous, 300 

Washington St; Chelan C
11:51:51 Accident No Inj, Chumstick 

Hwy & Us Hwy 2,
15:27:39 Welfare Check, 405 S Clif-

ford St, Chelan, Ch
15:55:06 Hazard, Chumstick Hwy 

& North Rd,
16:11:41 Theft, 108 N Apple 

Blossom Dr; Wa
16:49:12 911, 1675 Winesap Ave, 

M a n s o n , 
Ma

December 18
1:51:16 Alarm, 2455 Summit Blvd, 

Manson, Ma
9:09:11 Alarm, 146 Long Dr, Chelan, 

Wa Ch
10:11:54 Harass/Threat, 595 

Liberty Ln, Manson, Wa Ma
10:49:27 Assist Public, 200 Green 

Ave# 24, Manson Ma
10:52:56 Civil, 7436 Entiat River 

Rd, Ent! 7
10:54:54 Hazard, Stayman Flats Rd 

Mp 1, Che 2
11:19:57 Assist Agency, 14300blk 

Olin St, Entiat, En
11:56:28 Alarm, 146 Long Dr, 

Chelan, Wa Ch
13:34:09 Accident No Inj, 14 

Wapato Way# B; Vonhart Ma
14:17:24 Graffiti, 2650 Entiat Way; 

Entiat Sc En
22:28:31 Suspicious, 455 Wapato 

Lake Rd; 12 Tri Ma
23:56:55 Juvenile Proble, 2441 Sr 

150 # 30, Manson, Ma

December 19
1:16:47 Disturbance, 2431 Entiat 

Way, Entiat, Wen
1:51:16 Alarm, 2455 Summit Blvd, 

Manson,
7:11:52 Welfare Check, Stehekin, 

Stehekin, Wa
7:19:30 Accident No Inj, 2876 

Green Ave, Manson, Wa
8:41:16 Harass/Threat, 207 N 

Emerson St; Chofc, C
8:56:40 Rso, 110 S Water St;4, 

Chelan,
12:33:21 Harass/Threat, 232 E 

Wapato Ave; Cc7 Stat
14:17:05 Harass/Threat, 240 E 

Johnson Ave# 10, Ch Ch
14:36:18 Alarm, 7480 Navarre Dr, 

Chelan, W 2
14:46:14 Miscellaneous, 350 

Orondo Ave# 4; Chelan C
15:55:08 Marine, 900 Foxglove Ln; 

Lookout M Lkch
17:07:46 Harass/Threat, 104 San 

Remo Ln, Chelan, W Ch
17:11:00 Civil, 2431 Entiat Way, 

Entiat, Wen
17:53:47 Scam, 704 W Golf Course 

Dr, Chel Ch
21:25:08 Noise, 703 Boetzkes Ave, 

Manson, Ma

Chelan County Sheriff Report

REG.  $44.99 

NOW  
$29.99 

+$5.99  SHIPPING

A Perfect Blend Of Fruit and Sweet Treats!
This gift box is the ideal gift for fruit and snack lovers alike. Perfect for 
sharing or gifting, this box brings a taste of sunshine and sweetness 
straight to your door.

• 4 Grove Navels
• 4 Honey-Sweet Tangerines
• 4 Petite Navel Oranges
• 2.5 oz. Chocolate Chip Cookies

• 4 oz. Grower’s Choice  
Fruit & Nut Snack Mix

• 3 oz. Foil-wrapped  
Milk Chocolates

SAVE OVER 

33%

CALL 866-276-1302 OR VISIT HALEGROVES.COM/H5YF83
Order Item #483X, mention Code H5YF83 for your savings.

*Only $29.99 (reg. $44.99), plus $5.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed.  
This gift ships in December at the peak of freshness. Order by Dec. 18, 2024 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.  

AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2024.

SINCE 1947  -  HALE GROVES, VERO BEACH, FL 32966

Hale Select Gift Box

IC: H5YF83

 When you want to experience 
a steak that delivers rich, juicy, 

exquisite flavor and unparalleled 
quality in every bite, you 
don’t want just any steak. 
You want Omaha Steaks.

8 free BURGERS (a $37 value)

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

77318FYG     separately $221.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 77318. Limit 2 on select items at 
these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping rates will be applied and are subject to change. 
Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. 
Expires 12/31/24.  |  24M6729  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Order Now! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe9858  |  1.888.769.2092
Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with off er 77318FYG

WHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

THE BEST STEAKS 
OF YOUR LIFE OR 

YOUR MONEY BACK 

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

Here to Help You Find the Right 
Insurance for You and Your Family

509-888-9038

Call Kelly or Hailey for 
an appointment today!

102 E. Johnson Avenue • Chelan • www.KellyAllenAgency.com

– Free Insurance Review & Quotes –

• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Health Insurance
• Employee Benefits

Turning 65? Retiring Soon?
• Medicare Planning
• Supplemental Insurance Plans

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare
We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify: Call 1.855.717.4567

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-794-1675
130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

PORTABLE OXYGEN 

See BULLETIN BOARD Page A4
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Tev Uttech
Sophmore / Boys Basketball
The Chelan basket-
ball team opened CTL 
play with a solid 54-46 
victory over Omak on 
Wednesday to remain 
undefeated at 5-0. 
Sophomore Tev Uttech, 
standing at 6-6, paced 
the team with 17 points 
to lead the way.

CHELAN ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Monico Valadez-Robinson
Senior / Boys Basketball
As our lone senior, #33 
Monico Valadez-Robin-
son has emerged as a 
cornerstone for the Entiat 
squad through the first 
four games of the season. 
The team captain is aver-
aging an impressive dou-
ble-double with 15 points 
and 12 rebounds per 
game. Beyond the statis-
tics, Monico’s defensive presence has been game-
changing, while his leadership and reliability set the 
tone for the team. His maturity and well-rounded play 
exemplify what it means to be a senior leader.

ENTIAT ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

is proud to cheer for our 
student athletes!

From the courts to the mats,

Chelan, Manson, Entiat Winter Sports BASKETBALL, WRESTLING

Proud  
to support  

our student  
athletes

Sending warm 
summer vibes to 
local athletes
www.slidewaters.com
www.lakesidesurf.com

Strong Body,
Strong Mind,
Strong Team.

GO TEAMS

Downtown Chelan • 509-682-2815
kellyshardware.com

Kelly’s

Hardware

102 E. Johnson Avenue • Chelan 
www.KellyAllenAgency.com

Call Kelly or Hailey for  
an appointment today! 

509-888-9038 

Work together, 
dream together!

Medicare
Health insurance 

Life insurance

Drible fast and  
move those feet!

CHELAN HIGH SCHOOL

SCOREBOARD BASKETBALL - BOYS

Tue, Dec 17 Chelan 54 Omak 46 Win

Fri, Dec 20 Chelan 70 Cascade 28 Win

SCOREBOARD BASKETBALL - BOYS

Tue, Dec 17 Entiat 59 Cascade Christian 
Academy 36 Win

Fri, Dec 20 Entiat 66 Curlew 42 Win

SCOREBOARD BASKETBALL - BOYS

Thur, Dec 19 Manson 46 Liberty Bell 61 Loss

Fri, Dec 20 Manson 57 Nea Bay 61 Loss

Sat, Dec 21 Manson 59 Kittitas 41 Win

SCOREBOARD BASKETBALL - GIRLS

Tue, Dec 17 Manson 38 Liberty Bell 53 Loss

Sat, Dec 21 Manson 33 Kittitas 53 Loss

SCOREBOARD BASKETBALL - GIRLS

Tue, Dec 17 Entiat 39 Cascade Christian 
Academy 14 Win

Fri, Dec 20 Entiat 17 Curlew 59 Loss

SCOREBOARD BASKETBALL - GIRLS

Fri, Dec 20 Chelan 43 Cascade 33 Win

SCHEDULE BASKETBALL - BOYS

Fri, Dec 27 8:00 PM Chelan vs. La Center Home

Sat, Dec 28 5:00 PM Chelan vs. Anacortes Home

Mon, Dec 30 7:30 PM Chelan vs. Okanogan Home

SCHEDULE BASKETBALL - GIRLS

Fri, Dec 27 6:00 PM Chelan vs. La Center Home

Sat, Dec 28 3:00 PM Chelan vs. Quincy Home

MANSON HIGH SCHOOL
ENTIAT HIGH SCHOOL

Believe 
in

the TEAM!

14531 Hwy 97A | Entiat

509-784-4822
www.northcascadesheating.net

Get friendly  

quality service from  

the professionals.

Fire Fighters’ retirement system 
known as LEOFF 1. 

This pension plan is available 
to law enforcement officers and 
firefighters hired before Oct. 1, 
1977. Inslee said the move will 
not alter anyone’s benefits.

Get out the scissors
Inslee’s proposal accounts 

for about $2 billion in cuts and 
savings.

A big budget saver is pausing 
bonuses that teachers receive if 
they’ve gotten certification from 
the National Board for Profes-
sional Teaching Standards. For 
this school year, those bonuses 
were $6,324. That pause saves 
the state about $151 million. 

Inslee also proposes delaying 
the expansion of child care slots 
and subsidies for low-income 
families planned under the 2021 
Fair Start for Kids Act. 

Starting in the 2026-2027 school 
year, the Early Childhood Edu-
cation and Assistance Program 
was supposed to become an en-
titlement program, guaranteeing 
access to families below a certain 
income. 

Inslee’s proposal delays that 
expansion to the 2030-2031 school 
year. That delay would save the 
state about $146 million through 
2027. 

Under Fair Start, the Working 
Connections Child Care subsidy 
program is supposed to expand 
eligibility to families with up to 
75% of the state median income 
starting next July. Inslee’s pro-
posal delays that expansion to 

2031. That delay would save the 
state $119.5 million through 2027.

Another notable cut is closing 
the Mission Creek Corrections 
Center for Women, a minimum-
security prison in Belfair, south 
of Bremerton. Shuttering the fa-
cility will result in $15.3 million 
of savings for the state.

The governor’s office says the 
facility has seen a “rapid decline” 
in residents, specifically those 
with low-level drug offenses, 
leading to excess capacity. 

Once the facility closes, likely 
by the end of 2025, those living 
there will move to a reopened 
unit at the Washington Correc-
tions Center for Women, located 
in Gig Harbor.

Inslee also proposes closing 
two residential habilitation 
centers at Rainier School and 
Yakima Valley School by 2027. 

These centers provide care for 
people with developmental and 
intellectual disabilities. Those 
closures would save about $18 
million.

And still more spending
Although there are cuts and 

savings, there’s also new spend-
ing sprinkled throughout Inslee’s 
plan. Not as much as his last 
budget, but an increase nonethe-
less.

There is $2.6 billion for collec-
tive bargaining agreements with 
state employees. That funding 
covers 32 agreements that pay 
for general wage increases, tar-
geted pay hikes for areas with re-
cruitment challenges, and health 
care premiums. 

There’s $33 million for a new 
juvenile detention facility at Staf-
ford Creek Corrections Center. 

Inslee announced his intention 
to open a new facility on the 
campus of the Aberdeen prison 
last month. It would house 48 
men and help ease overcrowd-
ing at Green Hill School where 
the population has exceeded safe 
capacity for months. 

And there’s $255 million to 
backfill a drop in collections from 
the state’s document recording 
fee, which pays for homelessness 
services. 

That money would go toward 
grants to provide housing ser-
vices for homeless youth, help 
preserve affordable housing and 
provide support for homeowners 
facing foreclosure. 

The budget also covers many 
smaller expenses, like $5 million 
for safety at 2026 soccer World 
Cup games in Seattle, $3 million 
to improve accessibility at state 
buildings and parks, $20 million 
to close a gap in funding for 
crime victims and $25 million to 
assist immigrants who do not 
qualify for federal refugee re-
settlement services. 

Washington State Standard 
(www.washingtonstatestandard.
com) is part of States Newsroom, a 
nonprofit news network supported 
by grants and a coalition of 
donors as a 501c(3) public charity.

Gov. Inslee
Continued from page B1

by appointment. Call Shannon 
Kollmeyer, 509-670-8081. 
Located at 21285 Highway 97A, 
Chelan, north of the Knapp’s 
Hill Tunnel, approximately 10 
minutes south of Chelan. 

Chelan Valley Hope: Whether 
you are celebrating Hanuk-
kah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, Yule 
(Winter Solstice), Las Posadas, 
the end of a year, different cul-
tural practices or no cultural 
practices, Chelan Valley Hope 
would like to wish you happy 
holidays and let you know that 
you are in our thoughts during 
this holiday season. Hope is 
closed from December 23-29 
for the holiday week. However, 
the Little Essentials Pantry, 
located to the left of the front 
door, is available 24/7. For 
more information or to sched-
ule an appointment, call us 
at 509-888-2114. Or visit our 
website and follow us on Face-
book and Instagram for more 
details: chelanvalleyhope.org, 
@ChelanValleyHope.

Free Blood Pressure Checks: 
Chelan Valley Community 
Nurse program provide free, 

weekly blood pressure checks 
to the public 11:15 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., Wednesdays, Chelan 
Senior Center, 534 E. Trow 
Avenue, Chelan. For info: 
Catharine at 509-679-9059, 
email: chelanvalleycommuni-
tynurse@gmail.com.

SAIL Exercise Classes: SAIL (Stay 
Active & Independent for Life) 
fitness classes are offered 
at Chelan Senior Center on 
Monday and Wednesday, 1:15 
p.m. Evening SAIL classes 
are Monday and Thursday 
evenings, 5:30 p.m., Chelan 
Senior Center. SAIL classes are 
offered to residents of Heri-
tage Heights Assisted Living on 
Mondays and Fridays at 2 p.m.

Chelan Senior Meals: Served at 
Chelan Senior Center, 534 E. 
Trow Avenue, Monday-Friday. 
Suggested donation for seniors 
over age 60 is $5. Fee for 
persons under age 60 is $12. 
Call 509-888-4440 to reserve 
meals 24 hours in advance. For 
information about Home Deliv-
ered Meals call 509-470-0522. 
Visit their website at www.octn.
org. Follow them on Facebook. 

Food Bank food distribu-
tion: Lake Chelan Food Bank 
food giveaway Saturday and 

Tuesday, 9 - 10 a.m. Drive 
through distribution at 417 S. 
Bradley Street. Families are 
limited to one box per week. 
Information: lakechelanfood-
bank.org Non perishable food 
donations may be dropped off 
at the Lake Chelan Mirror office, 
131 Apple Blossom Drive, Suite 
109 (Chelan Business Center).

Chelan Museum: The Chelan 
Museum on Woodin Avenue 
is open Thursday-Satur-
day 11 a.m.-3 p.m. For infor-
mation: 509-682-5644, or  
chelanmuseum.com

Household hazardous waste 
drop off: Chelan County Mod-
erate Risk Waste Facility on 
Highway 97A in Wenatchee. 
Open the first Saturday of the 
month, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Open 
Tuesday through Friday at the 
same hours. Free service to 
Chelan County residents. For 
the list of items that the facil-
ity does, and does not accept, 
go to https://www.co.chelan.
wa.us/solid-waste-manage-
ment/pages/household-haz-
ardous-wastes

Bulletin Board
Continued from page A3

outreach, no additional hornets 
have been detected in the area. 
The last trap was removed from 
that part of the state on Dec. 5. 

There was a “suspicious 
hornet sighting,” in Kitsap 

County, south of Port Orchard, 
in October, according to the state 
Department of Agriculture. But 
this report was based on an 
image provided by a member of 
the public and the department 
was unable to get the hornet.

The department will continue 
trapping in this area as a precau-

tion until 2025. But so far, trap-
ping and community outreach 
haven’t yielded any evidence of 
northern giant hornets in the 
area, the agency said.

“Although they are now 
eradicated from the state, we’ll 
always be keeping an eye out for 
them and encourage community 

members to do the same,” Spi-
chiger said. “They got here once 
and they could do it again.”
Washington State Standard  
(www.washingtonstatestandard.
com) is part of States Newsroom, a 
nonprofit news network supported 
by grants and a coalition of 
donors as a 501c(3) public charity.

Murder hornets
Continued from page A1
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To Donate:  facebook@ChelanValleyCommunityNurse Donations by Check may be 
mailed to:  Chelan Valley Community Nurse, PO Box 2987, Chelan, WA 98816

chelanvalleycommunitynurse@gmail.com | www.chelanvalleycommunitynurse.org

The Chelan Valley Community Nurse is a free, grass roots 
program dedicated to assisting our Chelan Valley seniors 
and others who are frail or vulnerable, to keep them safely 
in their homes.  CVCN o� ers in-home Blood Pressure 
checks, Medication and Treatment Education, especially 
post hospital discharge, and Management Assistance with 
new or chronic conditions.  CVCN provides free, bi-weekly 
blood pressure checks at the Chelan Senior Center. Call 
the Chelan Senior Center at 509-682-2712 for dates. 
CVCN also provides referrals to Physicians, Community 
Resources and Support Services for both Clients and their 
Families. Our services o� er relief and support for family 
members as well, who live outside our valley and who are 
unable to physically assess and attend their loved ones. 
The Chelan Valley Community Nurse Program is FREE to 
anyone living within the Lake Chelan Valley and is funded 
entirely by Donations and Grants. We do not require 
Physician Orders, Insurance or payment. We depend upon 
the generosity of Donors for revenue and Your Support is 
Deeply Appreciated!

For information or to refer 
yourself, a neighbor or 
a loved one, please call 

509-679-9059 or 509-393-1450. 
We are here to assist you and 

those you care about.

Chelan Christian ChurCh
Morning Worship 10 am

509-682-2025 • 210 E. Wapato Ave.
Pastor Mark Wilton

lake Chelan lutheran ChurCh
Please join us for Sunday Worship In Person or via 

Conference Call at 9:30 am. Dial 339-209-6617. 
Follow prompts.

509-682-9063 • 216 W. Nixon Ave.

lake Chelan united

Methodist ChurCh
Worship 10 am
509-682-2241 

Corner of Johnson & Emerson

st. andrew’s episCopal ChurCh
Worship 10 am

120 E. Woodin Ave., 
PO Box 1226, Chelan, WA 98816

 509-682-2851 
www.standrewschelan.org

Manson united 
Methodist ChurCh

10 am Worship, 
Holy Communion the first Sunday of the month

 “Come as you are, all are welcome” 
687-3311, at the corner of Green and Boetzkes

Sermon-by-Phone 509-423-7514 to hear 
our own Pastor Mike O’Neal deliver his weekly sermon

   

To place your Church information in the Guide call Ruth at 509-682-2213; email: ruth@ward.media

Lake Chelan Valley Church Guide
Chelan

Manson

Chelan

New Year
New Swag

Elevate Your Brand’s First 
Impression. Turn heads with 

premium, personalized promotional 
products that showcase your style.

Call now and make your logo the star of 2025 • 509-731-3624 • northwestswag.comwww.ncw.news

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES ACROSS NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON

Inslee proposes taxing wealthy residents and 
businesses to close Washington’s budget gap
By Jerry Cornfield and 

Laurel Demkovich

Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA – Gov. Jay Inslee 
entered office a dozen years 
ago vowing to not raise taxes 
as Washington emerged from 
a devastating recession during 
which state programs and ser-
vices were slashed to make ends 
meet.

Now, with the end of his 
third term only about a month 
away, the outgoing Democrat 
is calling for a new tax on the 
state’s wealthiest residents and a 
higher tax on businesses. It’s his 
solution to bridging the state’s 
looming multi-billion dollar 
shortfall without another round 
of drastic cuts.

“We invest in our people. We 
don’t leave people behind and 
[most] importantly, we don’t go 
backwards,” he told reporters 
Tuesday as he released details 
of the final budget he will send to 
legislators.

That plan outlines $79.5 billion 
in spending in the next two-year 
operating budget – an increase 
from $69.8 billion in the current 
budget cycle. The total does not 
include spending on transpor-
tation or construction projects 
covered in two separate budget 
plans.

The governor’s proposal 
would maintain existing levels of 
most state services and provide 
cost-of-living increases for tens 
of thousands of unionized state 
employees.

To balance spending with ex-
pected revenue, Inslee proposed 
cutting some programs and de-
laying others, tapping into the 
state’s rainy day savings account 
and sweeping part of the surplus 
of one of the state’s legacy 

pension plans. 
“I know some people who 

won’t like this budget,” Inslee 
said. “This is a starting point for 
discussion.”

What they’re saying
Democrats and progressive 

groups praised Inslee’s budget 
and his proposed “wealth tax,” 
though some pushed back on the 
lack of new education spending.

Sen. June Robinson, D-Ever-
ett, chair of the Senate Ways 
and Means Committee and the 
lead Democratic budget writer, 
called the proposal “thoughtful 
and future-focused.”

“We will carefully consider 
all options to close the shortfall, 
minimize disruptions to essen-
tial services, and ensure every 
Washingtonian – regardless of 
zip code or income – has access 
to opportunity, stability, and a 
better future,” she said.

Treasure Mackley, execu-
tive director at the progres-
sive Invest in Washington Now 
group, called the wealth tax “a 
logical next step to fund critical 
services like child care, educa-
tion and long-term care.” 

The group backed Washing-
ton’s recently adopted capital 
gains tax and worked to defeat a 
measure on the November ballot 
that sought to repeal it.

Meanwhile, Rep. Travis 
Couture, the top Republican on 
the House Appropriations Com-
mittee, raised questions about 
the legality of the wealth tax, 
which he described as, “the 
largest tax increase in state 
history.”

“This budget is not a serious 
proposal,” he said. “Our state 
has a spending problem, not a 
revenue problem.”

Inslee notably does not fulfill a 
request from Superintendent of 

Public Instruction Chris Reykdal 
for $3 billion for special educa-
tion, school transportation and 
staff salary increases. 

“We absolutely must continue 
to expand investments in servic-
es for our students with disabili-
ties, a civil rights obligation that 
has never been amply funded,” 
Reykdal said in a statement. 

“A budget that merely main-
tains current service levels 
without making additional in-
vestments will result in more 
cuts at the local level.”

Larry Delaney, president of 
the Washington Education As-
sociation, said Inslee’s proposal 
“misses the mark.” 

“Students’ unmet needs are 
more urgent than ever and it 
takes significantly more resourc-
es to support their learning,” 
Delaney said in a statement. 

“We can’t keep kicking the 

can – we need bold leadership 
that prioritizes our students’ ed-
ucation and raises the revenue to 
meet students’ needs.”

Republicans, who are in the 
minority in both chambers of the 
Legislature, were quick to slam 
Inslee’s plan. Sen. Chris Gildon, 
the top Republican on the Senate 
Ways and Means Committee, 
criticized the tax-and-spend ap-
proach.

“Let’s be clear: there is a 
deficit ahead, but it’s caused by 

overspending, not by a recession 
or a drop in revenue,” Gildon 
said in a statement. “When the 
cost of doing business goes up, 
consumers feel it too. His budget 
would make living in Washing-
ton even less affordable.”

Lawmakers and the next gov-
ernor, Bob Ferguson, will con-
sider Inslee’s proposal when the 
2025 session begins Jan. 13.

Raising revenue 
To erase most of the shortfall, 

estimated to be as high as $16 
billion over the next four years, 
Inslee called for a new “wealth 
tax” to generate as much as $3.4 
billion in the next biennium and 
$10.3 billion over four years.

His proposal would levy a 1% 
tax on an individual’s wealth 
above $100 million. This would 
cover an array of assets, in-
cluding cash, bonds and stocks. 
Inslee estimated the tax could 
apply to about 3,400 people.

It goes further than an idea 
pushed by Democratic law-
makers last session. That bill 
imposed a 1% tax on intangible 
assets above $250 million and 
would have affected an estimat-
ed 700 people.

Inslee acknowledged that 
taxes “are not considered happy 
news for anybody.” But he said 
this “fairly modest” one on 
the incomes of extraordinarily 
wealthy people will enable the 
state to continue serving those 

struggling to afford necessities 
like food and housing.

The governor’s business and 
occupation tax changes will 
occur in two phases.

Businesses making over $1 
million a year in a tax category 
dubbed “service and other activi-
ties” would pay a 20% surcharge 
from October 2025 until Decem-
ber 2026. 

The surcharge goes away in 
January 2027. However, at that 
time, all business and occupation 
tax rates would be increased by 
10%. 

Inslee estimates the business 
and occupation tax changes 
would net $1 billion in the bien-
nium and $2.6 billion over four 
years.

Inslee siphons large sums 
from two places to complete his 
plan.

He’s penciled in $1.6 billion 
from the state’s Budget Stabili-
zation Account, better known as 
its rainy day fund. That seems 
unlikely. It takes a superma-
jority vote in each chamber of 
the Legislature to tap the fund 
when there is no declared state 
of emergency or economic 
slowdown. This would require 
support from Republicans who 
oppose the idea.

The governor has also swept 
$1 billion from a surplus in the 
Law Enforcement Officers’ and 

JERRY CORNFIELD / WASHINGTON STATE STANDARD 
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee proposed his final state budget on 
Tuesday. It calls for a new wealth tax, an increase in business 
taxes, along with some programs and a closure of a women’s 
prison. The plan will be a starting point for state lawmakers in 
the 2025 legislative session.

See GOV. INSLEE  Page A4
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Announcements
Lost & Found
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General Interest
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Help Wanted

Legals
Public Notices
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CORRECTIONS: Ward Media LLC shall 
be responsible for corrections to adver-
tisements on the first publication only. 
The advertiser will be responsible for 
the corrections made thereafter. Ward 
Media LLC shall not be responsible for 
slight changes or typographical errors 
that do no lessen the value of the adver-
tisement. Ward Media LLC’s liability for 
other errors or omissions in connection 
with an advertisement is strictly limited 
to the publication of the advertisements 
in any subsequent issue. No monetary 
refunds will be given. For more informa-
tion call 509-548-5286.

Have news 
to share?
Send it to  
news@

ward.media 

NCW News 
Network

Leavenworth Echo

Cashmere Valley 
Record 

Lake Chelan Mirror

Quad City
Herald
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Standards Link: Use the 
newspaper to locate information.

Can you find 
examples in your local 

newspaper of gifts 
people can give that 
don’t cost money?

Gifts from 
the Heart

Standards Link: Social Studies: Learn traditions of other cultures.

In France, some families find a large log to burn. 
They call it the Yule Log and light it on Christmas Eve 

using a piece of unburned log from the year before. 
Some save the ashes from the Yule Log, believing these 

ashes can ward off sickness and other misfortunes.

Today, instead of burning a Yule Log, many French 
people make and eat a beautiful chocolate cake 

in the shape of a log.

The advent calendar is long part 
of the German tradition to help 
children countdown the days until 
Christmas Eve. The calendar has 
24 doors with little surprises inside 
and starts December 1. Each day, 
children open a calendar door until 
Christmas Eve arrives.

On December 13th, the 
eldest daughter plays 
the role of St. Lucia and 
serves coffee and sweet 
rolls to the family. She 
wears a lighted holly 
wreath on her head and 
sings carols.

On Christmas Eve, 
children celebrate with 
a piñata. The children 
are blindfolded and take 
turns trying to break it 
with a stick. When it breaks 
open, there are lots of goodies 
for everyone!

Merry Christmas from France

Merry Christmas from Germany

Merry Christmas 
from Sweden

Merry Christmas from 
Mexico

Can you �nd the 
piñata that’s di�erent 

than the others?

Nearly everyone celebrates some sort of 
holiday in the winter. For many people, 

it’s Christmas. Let’s take a trip to 
celebrate with kids around the globe!

Color one 
space on 

the advent 
calendar 

below every 
day through 

Christmas 
Eve!
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My Family 
Tradition
What is your favorite 

family holiday tradition? 
Write about it!

The noun role means a 
character played by an actor.

ROLE

Try to use the word role 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Steven played the role of 
Ebenezer Scrooge in the 

school play.

This week’s word:

ANSWER: 
Santa Claws.

Look through the newspaper to find examples 
of foods, products, words, names, etc., that 
show a connection between our community 
and the rest of the world. Clip the items and 
attach them to the correct region on a map.
Standards Link: Compare everyday life in different places.

Explore the World

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Germany is credited with starting the 
Christmas tree tradition over four centuries 

ago. Christians in Germany brought decorated 
trees into their homes. Some built Christmas 
pyramids of wood and decorated them with 
evergreens and candles if wood was scarce.

Race a family member to 
the Christmas tree!

PLAYER 1

PLAYER 2

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Where in the world are these 
packages being shipped? 
Use the code to find out!

A
B
C
D
E
G

18
17
16
15
14
13

=
=
=
=
=
=

I
K
L
M
N
O

12
11
10
9
8
7

=
=
=
=
=
=

P
R
T
U
X
Y

6
5
4
3
2
1

=
=
=
=
=
=15 14 8 9 18 5 11

9 14 2 12 16 7

12 4 18 10 1

6 14 5 3

16 18 8 18 15 18

17 14 10 13 12 3 9

12 5 14 10 18 8 15

13 5 14 14 16 14
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The
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Cashmere Valley Record
The Leavenworth Echo

For inquiries or to join hands in 
supporting local journalism, reach 

out to us at 509-731-4392.

As the year draws to a close, we take this moment to extend our heartfelt gratitude 
to the incredible community that has stood by us. In reserving this fi nal page, we 

dedicate it to express our deepest appreciation for your unwavering support.

Local journalism stands as the heartbeat of our communities. It echoes your stories, 
celebrates your achievements, and amplifi es your voice. It is the thread that weaves us 

all together, fostering connections and understanding among neighbors.

To our cherished readers, you are the heartbeat of our newspapers - your 
engagement, loyalty, and trust fuel our dedication to delivering news that matters. 

Your continued readership empowers us to be the voice of the people, refl ecting the 
essence of our vibrant neighborhoods.

To our advertisers, your partnership has been invaluable. Your support not only 
sustains our newspapers but also fortifi es the local economy, fostering growth and 
prosperity. Together, we champion the importance of local businesses, showcasing 

their essence within our pages.

In the spirit of this season, we extend our warmest thanks for entrusting us with the 
responsibility of keeping our community informed and connected. Your support 

strengthens the foundation of local journalism, enabling us to continue serving you 
with integrity, accuracy, and dedication in the years to come.

As we turn the page to a new year, let’s carry forward the spirit of unity and support 
that defi nes our community. Thank you for allowing us to be a part of your lives and 

for believing in the power of local journalism.

With heartfelt appreciation,

Ward Media - Dedicated to Serving Our Community


