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By Mike Maltais
Ward Media Staff Reporter

BREWSTER – Old business – Dia 
de los Muertos – and new business 
– Best of the Best and board officer 
nominations - were topics on the 
agenda of the monthly meeting 
of the Chamber of Commerce last 
Wednesday, Nov. 13.

Board members conducted a post-
mortem on their Day of the Dead 
tamale cooking competition held at 
the American Legion on Saturday, 
Nov. 2, with plans to make the popular 
attraction an annual event.

“We made $500 on ticket sales and 
$60 off the face painting, and face 
painting was by donation,” reported 
member Elizabeth Shepard.

The board agreed that a few tweaks 
in next year’s repeat of the tamale 
cookoff might be in order, but for a 
first-time event, it was well-received,

The board also discussed potential 
advertising revenue from the Lodging 
Tax Advisory Committee (LTAC), 
popularly known as the “Heads-in-
Beds” tax. Shepard said the Chamber 
must partner with an overnight event 
like the annual King Salmon Derby 
or the AAU basketball tournament to 

become LTAC eligible.

Best of the Best
Nominees for Best of the Best in 

categories of Small Business (under 
10 employees, Large Business (more 
than 10 employees), and Person 
of the Year were voted on. The 
winners:

Person of the Year 
Dave Burdick, 
Brewster Food Bank

Small Business
GARE Panadería

Large Business
Mi Pueblo
The awards will be presented at 5 

p.m., Nov. 30, at the Christmas Tree 
lighting ceremony.

Nominations of 2025 officers will 
be put to a vote at the general board 
meeting at 10 a.m., Dec. 11, in Mi Pueblo.

Adopt A Sock
“We are running Adopt a Sock,” 

said Shepard, director of the Brewster 
Boys and Girls Club. “I currently have 
127 kids enrolled, with about 80 more 
coming.”

Anyone can stop by the BBGC and 

pick up a Christmas stocking. Each 
stocking has a green tag with a child’s 
name, age, and three things they like. 

Kids Christmas Shop
This year, the shop, now in its third 

year, will be held on Dec. 14. It used to 
be a chamber event held in conjunction 
with the police and fire departments.

“I am seeking donations of small 
gifts less than $10 or $15 so kids 
can shop free for their parents,” said 
Shepard. “It’s our way of teaching 
kids the joys of giving.”

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or 
michael@ward.media

By Mike Maltais
Ward Media Staff Reporter

OMAK -- The North Central Quilts 
of Valor group awarded five quilts at 
the Omak Elks Veterans Day dinner 
on Nov. 11. Quilts were presented to:

Sargent Otto Y, United States Air 
Force, 1966-1969.

Specialist John L., United States 
Army, 1966-1969.

Specialist Rudy Gates, United 
States Army, 1955-1957.

E-3 Coy Middleton, United States 
Navy, 1981-1983.

First Sargeant Richard Shull, 
United States Army, 1955-1995.

Many Elks, family members, and 
veterans attended the occasion. After 
the quilts were wrapped, the five 

By Mike Maltais
Ward Media Staff Reporter

OKANOGAN – With the majority 
of votes counted in both Okanogan 
and Douglas counties, the 
contenders for county commissioner 
in both jurisdictions continue to 
hold a wide margin as they did at 
the conclusion of the first unofficial 
vote counts.

Nick Timm is riding an 
insurmountable lead over 
challenger Marc Doney in the race 
for Okanogan County Commissioner 
District 1. Timm has 63.24 percent of 
the vote, while Doney is at 36.76 
percent, with approximately 421 
ballots left to count.

In the contest for Douglas County 
Commissioner, Rock Island Mayor 
Randy Agnew is sitting on a 67.69 
percent lead over challenger Paula 

Lamanna with 32.02 percent. There 
are 540 ballots remaining to count 
in that race. 

Hospital levy winning
The winning margin is thin 

among Douglas County voters for 
the renewal of the one-year special 
levy for Three Rivers Hospital. The 
levy is squeaking by on 21 votes, 
411 to 390. The needed 60 percent 
supermajority needed to pass is 
coming from Okanogan County 
ballots where 64.45 percent are in 
favor to 35.55 percent opposed.

“Our communities have approved 
this levy every year since 2020, and 
we’re thankful for that,” TRH Public 
Relations Officer Jennifer Best said 
of early results.

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or 
michael@ward.media

By Mike Maltais
Ward Media Staff Reporter

TONASKET – Military veterans 
are in the spotlight in recognition of 
Veterans Day, Nov. 11, as more than 
a dozen have been honored at Quilts 
of Valor ceremonies leading up to 
and including Veterans Day week 
in presentations at Tonasket, Omak, 
Okanogan, and Twisp. 

The North Central Quilts of 
Valor (NCQOV) group honored four 
veterans on Nov. 8 in a veterans’ 
assembly at Tonasket High School. 
They are Richard J. (Marines), 1965-
1969, Ronald L. (Navy), 1971-1992, 
Linda F. (Air Force), 1971-1973, and 
James M. (Navy), 1959-1965.

NCQOV presented quilts to five 
Elks members at a special Nov. 11 
Omak Elks dinner in their honor.

Stephen Edwards
The NC group also honored Marine 

Corporal E-4 Stephen Edwards at the 
Omak PAC on Nov. 8. Edwards served 

from 1965 to 1971. While stationed in 
Quang Tri, Vietnam, Edwards carried 
an M72 rocket launcher called LAW, 
a light anti-armor weapon. He was 
part of the 1st Battalion 9th Marines 
(1/9) “Walking Dead,” the battalion 
that endured the longest sustained 
combat and suffered the highest 
killed-in-action (KIA) rate in Marine 
Corps history, 

NCQOV has “Welcome Home” 
lapel pins for Vietnam veterans who 
served from 1955 to 1975, regardless of 
where that duty was completed.

OKVOC
The Okanogan Valley QOV 

honored five military veterans at 
Okanogan High School on Nov. 6. All 
are current or former school district 
staff members. 

• Army Private First Class (E-3) 
Marty Staggs.

• Marine Lance Corporal (E-3) Roy 
Johnson.

• Navy Petty Officer Second Class 
(E-5) Greg Edelman.

• Navy Petty Officer Third Class 
(E-4) Shannon Landtrip.

• Air Force Senior Noncommissioned 
Officer (E-7) Nancy Bishop.

OKQOV honored two Twisp 
veterans - Tucker Barksdale and Dave 
Schulz - in a ceremony at Liberty 
Bell High School on Tuesday, Nov.12. 
Their service histories read:

Julian “Tucker” Barksdale
Tucker Barksdale enlisted in the 

U.S. Army during his senior year of 
college and served from 1968 to 1971. 
He trained at the Military Intelligence 
School in Baltimore, Maryland. He 
spoke French and figured he would 
be sent to Europe, but he forgot 
that Vietnam had been a French 
colony, and his French fit in perfectly 
in Vietnam. He was assigned to a 
Special Forces unit in Song Be, on 
the southern edge of the Vietnam 
highlands.

Barksdale received parachute 
training in Cam Ranh Bay and 
worked with an interpreter to recruit 

Montagnards and Cambodians to 
provide intelligence about North 
Vietnamese and Vietcong troop 
movements.

Upon returning to the U.S., 
Barksdale was stationed at Fort 
Lewis, Washington, where he finished 
his military duty and was discharged 
as a Staff Sergeant E-6. He lives in the 
Methow Valley and taught eighth-
grade math and science at Liberty 
Bell High School for 13 years.

Barksdale is also a part of the Quilts 
of Valor Foundation. He has made 16 
quilts that have been presented to 
other veterans.

Dave Schulz
Dave Schulz served in the U.S. Air 

Force from 1957-1960. He enlisted 
with a group of about 20 young men 
from North Central Washington 
and served in the Second Air Force 
on bases in five different states: 
Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, 
and Arkansas. He worked in the 96th 
Installation Squad orderly room, 

where was responsible for getting 
orders to more than 300 men. While 
at Altus Air Force Base in Oklahoma, 
he handled all the paperwork and the 
court martial procedures.

Schulz was an accomplished 
volleyball, tennis, basketball, and 
football athlete and competed on 
the base sports teams, particularly 
basketball. 

He was awarded 1959 Outstanding 
Airman of the Year from the five 
states where he served and received 
an honorable discharge as an Airman 
Second Class.

Many in the Methow Valley, where 
Schulz still lives, know his family, his 
apples, and his long career as a tennis 
coach at Liberty Bell High School.

Veterans may be nominated 
by visiting qovf.org/nominations-
awards. Any veteran in any state may 
be nominated and awarded a quilt by 
the QOV group in their area.

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or 
michael@ward.media

COURTESY OF NORTH VALLEY QUILTS OF VALOR

From left Sargent Otto Y, U.S. Air Force, (1966-1969), Specialist John L., 
U.S. Army, (1966-1969), Specialist Rudy Gates, U.S. Army, (1955-1957), E-3 
Coy Middleton, U. S. Navy, (1981-1983), First Sargeant Richard Shull, U.S. 
Army, (1955-1995).

COURTESY OF NORTH CENTRAL QUILTS OF VALOR

Pam Von Pressentin. left, and Lyn Hruska award Stephen Edwards his quilt.

NC Quilts of Valor honors five veterans

Local veterans honored in 
Quilts of Valor ceremonies

Timm, Agnew lead Commissioner races 

COURTESY OF 
NORTH CENTRAL 
QUILTS OF VALOR

The North 
Central Quilts 
of Valor group 
presented 
quilts on Nov. 
8, to four area 
veterans at 
Tonasket High 
School. They 
are from left, 
Richard J. 
(Marines), 1965-
1969, Ronald L. 
(Navy), 1971-
1992, Linda 
F. (Air Force), 
1971-1973, 
and James M. 
(Navy), 1959-
1965.

See NC QUILTS Page A2
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Get your event in the spotlight with Ward Media!
If you have an exciting event to share, email Reporter Quinn Propst at quinn@ward.media. We’ll showcase the five most 
captivating events of the week, giving your event the recognition it deserves. Even if your event isn’t among the top five, 
it will still be added to our events calendar and featured online. Don’t miss this chance to make your event shine! 5 

things to do
this week

Thanksgiving Craft 
Night 

The Cove Wine and Games in 
Chelan, will host a Thanksgiving 
Craft Night on Thursday, 
November 21 from 5:30-8 p.m.

Tickets are $20. For more 
information and to purchase 
tickets, visit scandinative.
studio.

“Join us for a special 
Thanksgiving Craft Night 
at the Cove — in which we 
decorate and paint little glass 
jar candle holders,” the event 
page states.

Rhyme Time and Play
The Brewster Library will 

host Rhyme Time and Play on 
Monday, November 25, from 
11 a.m. to 12 p.m.

“Join us for a fun time with 
the little ones in your life using 
chants, movement, stories, 
and songs that promote the 

development of speech and 
listening skills,” the event 
page states.

For more information, visit 
ncwlibraries.org.

Open Mic Night 
Sigillo Cellars in Chelan 

will host Open Mic Night on 
Wednesday, November 27 
from 6-9 p.m.

“Join us for Open Mic Night 
in our Chelan dining room on 
Wednesdays from 5 p.m.-7 
p.m.,” the event page states. 
“You are welcome to attend 
and listen to local musicians or 
get up on stage and perform.”

For more information, visit 
sigillocellars.com.

Thanksgiving at 
Campbell’s Resort

Campbell’s Resort in 

Chelan will host a 
T h a n k s g i v i n g 
Buf fet on 
T h u r s  d a y , 
November 28, 
from 1 to 6 p.m.

“Join us 
for an exquisite 
Thanksgiving Buffet 
experience at Campbell’s 
Resort, nestled on the serene 
shores of Lake Chelan,” the 
event page states. “With 
two distinct seatings, from 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m. and 4 p.m. to 
6 p.m., indulge in a culinary 
journey that celebrates the 
essence of the holiday. Our 
chef-inspired menu marries 
tradition with innovation, 
offering an array of delectable 
dishes that capture the flavors 
of the season, promising a 
memorable feast for all.”

For more information, visit 
campbellsresort.com.

Thanksgiving at 
Sorrento’s

Sorrento’s Ristorante will 
host a Thanksgiving buffet on 
Thursday, November 28 from 
1-6 p.m. “Sorrento’s Ristorante 
invites you to join us for a 
spectacular Thanksgiving 
buffet that the whole family 
will enjoy,” the event page 

states. “Indulge in all your 
holiday favorites, from green 
bean casserole and stuffing to 
a mouthwatering cider-brined 
turkey. Let us handle the 
cooking so you can focus on 
creating cherished memories 
with family and friends.”

For more information, visit 
tsillancellars.com.

Douglas County

Nov 8 
1:01:54 Warrant, Sr 173 Mp 9, 

Bridgeport Ba 
1:13:29 Warrant, Sr 173 Mp 9, 

Bridgeport Ba 
7:14:21, Assist Agency, Sr 173 Mp 

2, Bridgeport, W 
14:57:08 Welfare Check, 1395 Rd 

C Nw, Mansfield, W 
19:29:02 Juvenile Problem, 2208 

Monroe Ave, Bridgeport 
Nov 9

11:22:07 Traffic Offense, 10th St 
& Foster Ave, Bridgeport

19:17:42 Fireworks, 1804 Fisk 
Ave, Bridgeport, 

Nov 12 
8:38:01 Civil, Columbia Ave & Sr 

173, Bridgeport
10:00:00 Fraud/Forgery, 19 

Locust St, Mansfield, W 
10:48:34 Assist Public, 326 S 

Harrison St, Waterville 
12:17:57 Animal Problem, 101 

Buckingham Aly, Bridgeport
22:19:46 Suspicious, 418 N 

This report is compiled from records provided by the Okanogan 
& Douglas County Sheriff, Brewster Police Dept. The publisher 
cannot certify the complete accuracy of the information 
provided.

Okanogan & Douglas County Sheriff, 
Brewster Police Dept Report

Estate Planning
(509) 662-1211

We provide excellent legal services in estate and tax planning,
trust and estate administration, and nursing home planning.

7 North Wenatchee Avenue, Wenatchee
www.SpeidelBentsen.comRussell J. Speidel David J. Bentsen

N orth Central Washington 
has always been a 
place where strength is 

measured in visible metrics: the 
size of the harvest, the height of 
the dam, the acres of orchards, 
the megawatts generated. Our 
region prides itself on tangible 
achievements, on the concrete 
ways we’ve shaped the Columbia 
Basin into one of the most 
productive agricultural regions 
in the world.

Yet beneath this veneer 
of achievement and self-
sufficiency runs a deeper 
current of interdependence 
that we rarely acknowledge. 
Our orchards depend on 
irrigation districts working 
in concert. Our power grid 
relies on countless workers 

coordinating across 
hundreds of miles. Our 
com munities survive 
wild fire seasons 
through mutual aid 
and shared resources.

This push and pull 
between independence 
and interconnection 
defines us. We 
celebrate the rugged 
individualism of 
our pioneers while 
knowing that no 
barn was ever raised alone, 
no orchard planted without 
helping hands, no wildfire 
fought by a single crew.

The challenges facing our 
region today – from water 
rights to affordable housing, 
from agricultural succession 

to climate adaptation 
– cannot be solved in 
isolation. They demand 
a new kind of strength: 
the courage to admit 
we don’t have all the 
answers individually, 
and the wisdom to seek 
them collectively.

In our small towns 
and rural communities, 
vulnerability has 
often been seen as 
weakness, something 

to overcome or hide away. Yet 
paradoxically, it might be our 
greatest untapped resource for 
building stronger communities 
and fostering genuine solutions 
to shared problems.

The orchardist who admits 
uncertainty about the future of 

family farming opens the door 
for crucial conversations about 
agricultural preservation. The 
young family expressing their 
struggle to find affordable 
housing in Leavenworth 
or Chelan creates space for 
community-wide discussions 
about sustainable growth. 
The rancher voicing concerns 
about water availability leads 
to innovative approaches to 
conservation.

What if we reimagined vulne-
rability not as a liability, but as 
a bridge? What if we saw our 
shared challenges not as threats 
to our independence, but as 
opportunities to strengthen the 
connections that have always 
been the true foundation of our 
regional resilience?

As we face unprecedented 
changes in our landscape, 
economy, and way of life, 
perhaps this is the moment to 
recognize that our individual 
strength grows when we 
acknowledge our shared 
vulnerability. After all, the 
mighty Columbia itself draws 
its power not from any single 
tributary, but from countless 
streams flowing together.

Terry Ward is the CEO of Ward 
Media and the publisher of 
NCW News, Cashmere Valley 
Record, Lake Chelan Mirror, 
The Leavenworth Echo, 
Quad City Herald, and the 
Wenatchee Business Journal. 
He can be reached at terry@
ward.media.

From the 
Publisher

terry  
Ward

The strength in vulnerability, 
embracing our shared challenges

veterans received a standing 
ovation.

In a separate presentation, 
21 Vietnam-era veterans who 
served on active duty in the 
U.S. armed forces at any time 
during the period of Nov. 1, 
1955, to May 15, 1975, were 
presented with Vietnam Lapel 

pins from the Department of 
Defense. The pins mark the 
war’s 50th anniversary in 
gratitude for their service and 
to welcome them home.

Veterans, active military, 
or those who know them can 
contact Patti Hill at 509-429-
2983 to learn more about Quilts 
of Valor.

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or 
michael@ward.media

NC Quilts
Continued from page A1

Judith Little
Judith Little, 85, of Pateros, Washington passed 

away on November 12, 2024.
Barnes Chapel is handling the arrangements 

for the family.

Columbia Ave, Waterville 
22:40:57 Assist Public, 1017 

Foster Ave, Bridgeport 

Nov 13
14:06:38 Warrant, Fairview Ave & 

9th St, Bridgeport 

Nov 14 
06:41:53 Accident No Inj Sr 173 

& Moe Rd, Bridgeport 
17:28:04 Suspicious, 200blk Rd 3 

Nw, Waterville 

Brewster Police 
Department

Nov 8
 01:00:16 Agency Assist, Sr 173 

Hwy, Brewster, Wa Officer: 
Arnold Kevin Comments: 
Citizen Contact To Agency 
Assist Co Has Another I/C 
Has Another Unit W/ Him 
Now. I’ll Be Clr 

08:02:35 Animal Stray W 
Griggs Ave & S 5th St; Area, 
Brews Officer: Reyes Vernon 
Comments: 2 Loose Pit Bulls 
Running Around, Acting 
Aggressive. Kids Are Walking 
Around 

16:42:24 Agency Assist S 
Dawson St & Commercial St, 
Pateros Officer: Arnold Kevin 
Comments: Trooper Req 
Brewster Unit, Per State 1 At 
Gun Point Have Ems Respond 
To Stage. Per Wsp He’s Not 
Listening To Commands, 
Currently In The Water 

Nov 9
17:11:48 Assault, S Bridge St, 

Brewster Officer: Curtis 
Dt Comments: Male Was 
Fighting W/ Rp Sister And Rp 
Hit Male In The Head, Now 
Bleeding From The Head 

Nov 10
11:46:14 11/10/24 

Unconsciousness W Griggs 
Av, Brewster, Wa Officer: 
Reyes Vernon Comments: 
50’s Yof Not Responding, 
Shallow Breathing. 

Nov 11
 02:04:23 Medical Highway 97, 

Brewster Officer: Curtis Dt 
Comments: 43yom Panic 
Attack, Blk Ford Cruizer 
Possibly Need A Crisis 
Counselor. 

Okanogan County 
Sheriff

Nov 8
08:44:34 Citizen Assist Highway 

97, Brewster, Officer: Tapia 
J Comments: Rp Is Out Of 
County I Called Rp Back 
And Explained The Form, 
Schulls Explaination Of Fees 
And Notice Of Auction If Not 
Recovered. 

14:36:22 Theft Automobile, 
Monse Bridge Rd, Brewster 
Officer: Kim Michael 
Comments: Rp’s Blu 1998 
Honda Civic Was Stolen. Rp 
Has A Picture Of The Title. 

16:42:24 Agency Assist S 
Dawson St & Commercial St, 
Pateros Officer: Kim Michael 
Comments: Trooper Req 
Brewster Unit Per State 1 At 
Gun Point, Have Ems Respond 
To Stage Per Wsp He’s Not 
Listening To Commands, 
Currently In The Water 

See SHERIFF Page A3
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ADD YOUR 
BUSINESS 

OR SERVICE 
TO THIS  

DIRECTORY: 

509-731-3321509-731-3321

B U S I N E S S  &  S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

©  2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.  Plans shown above include 
$5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for  
new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,  
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.
Plans start at just $20/month.

833-462-1801Switch & Save Today.

IC: H5YN57

A festive fruit selection 
perfect for sharing!
This thoughtfully curated 
gift box is filled with a variety 
of handpicked, premium 
fruits that are perfect for any 
holiday celebration.Holiday Fruit Assortment

CALL 844-622-8059 OR VISIT HALEGROVES.COM/H5YN57
Order Item #272X, mention Code H5YN57 for your savings.
*Only $27.99 (reg. $39.99), plus $5.99 shipping & handling.  
This gift ships in December at the peak of freshness.

NOW $27.99 
+$5.99 SHIPPING  REG. $39.99 

SAVE OVER 

42%

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 888-674-7053  
to schedule your free quote!

   
                                                      BREWSTER • BRIDGEPORT • PATEROS

BREWSTER

www.cbcbrewster.com
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

To place your Church information in the Guide call Ruth at 509-682-2213; email: ruth@ward.media

Quad City Church Guide

Meetings

Mondays
Okanogan County Fair 

Advisory Committee: 
Second Monday, 6 p.m. 
Meetings are open to the 
public. Okanogan County 
Commissioners’ hearing 
room, 123 N. Fifth Ave., 
Okanogan.

Family and friends Support 
Group: Third Monday, 
7-8:30 p.m., Grace Lutheran 
Church, 1408 Washington 
Street, Wenatchee. Contact: 
509-860-3620, website at: 
tcfwenatcheevalley.org

Tuesday
Okanogan County PUD: The 

commission meets the 
second and fourth Tuesday 
of the month a at 3 p.m. 
Information: okanoganpud.
org

Douglas County PUD 
meetings: The commission 
meets the first and third 
Tuesday of the month at 1:30 
p.m. in the East Wenatchee 
office. Information: 
douglaspud.org

Survivors of Suicide Loss 
Support Group:  Second 
Tuesday, 7-8:30 p.m., 
Grace Lutheran Church, 
1408 Washington Street, 
Wenatchee. Contact: 509-
860-3620, website at: 
tcfwenatcheevalley.org

Survivors of Suicide Loss 
Support Group

WENATCHEE - Survivors of 
Suicide Loss Support Group 
meets the 2nd Tuesday 
of every month, 7-8:30 
p.m., at Grace Lutheran 
Church, 1408 Washington 
Street, Wenatchee. For 
information, call 509-860-
3620 or visit their website at: 
tcfwenatcheevalley.org

Wednesday
American Legion Post #97: 

Current members meetings 
are on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month 
at 6 p.m. at the American 
Legion Post in Brewster. 
Information: Greg Wagg, 206-
550-6474.

American Legion Auxiliary 
#97: Meets the first 
Wednesday of each month, 
at 5 p.m. at the American 
Legion Post in Brewster.

Brewster Chamber of 
Commerce: Meets the 
third Wednesday of each 
month at 6 p.m. at the 
Senior Center, 109 Bridge 
Street.  Information email: 
brewsterwachamber@gmail.
com

Death Cafe Chelan: Third 
Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., Chelan Public Library, 
216 N. Emerson Street; and 
5:30-6:30 p.m., Chelan Senior 
Center, 534 Trow Avenue, 
Chelan. Contact: Concie 
Luna at 509-630-2972 or Vita 
Monteleone at monte419@
nwi.net. 

TOPS® Chapter Paves the 
Way to Healthy Lifestyle: 
Weekly on Wednesdays, 
10-11 a.m.  TOPS® chapter 
(weight loss support group) 
meetings at Lake Chelan 
United Methodist Church, 
located at 206 N. Emerson St. 
in Chelan. Attendees should 
use the side entrance of the 
church between the Lake 
Chelan Health Express Care 
Clinic and the church. TOPS 
empowers people to stop 
dieting and start creating 
healthy, enjoyable lifestyle 
habits that will work for them 
over the long haul.

Thursdays
Brewster bus trips: OCTN takes 

Brewster area residents to 
Wenatchee, second Thursday 
of the month. The bus starts 
picking folks up at their 
homes at 7:30 a.m. Riders 
may request  destination(s); 
medical appointments etc. 
On the third Thursday of each 
month, riders will be taken 
to Omak for the day. Riders 
request their destination(s). 
Wenatchee: $12/boarding for 
General Public, $6 suggested 
donation/day for Seniors (60 
plus). Omak: $5.50/General 
Public, $2.75 suggested 
donation Seniors (60 plus). 
(509) 826-4391 to reserve 
your seat.

Family Caregivers/Support 
Group: Third Thursday, 10 
a.m.-11:30 a.m., Lake Chelan 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Coldwell Banker Board 
Room, 216 E. Woodin Avenue, 
Chelan.

Other Events/meetings

Brewster Senior Meals: 
The Senior Center serves 
meals at noon on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Home delivered meals are 
delivered those same days. 
Call 509-689-2815 to reserve 
meals. For those over age 60 
$5. For those 60 and under  
$12. 

Senior Center Thrift Store: The 
Brewster- Pateros-Bridgeport 
Senior Center Thrift Store is 
open Monday-Saturday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. They are also the 
Brewster Visitor Information 
Center and the Brewster 
Chamber of Commerce 
meeting room.

Brewster American Legion 
events: Bingo every Thursday 
night at 6 p.m. Open to the 
public. Friday Steak Dinner 
starts at 5 p.m.; Sunday 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m., order from the full 
breakfast menu. Daily lunch 
specials except for Mondays 
and Saturday when they are 
closed.

Chelan Valley Hope: November 
is Native American Heritage 
Month and at Chelan Valley 
Hope they acknowledge the 
resilience and contributions 
of Indigenous communities 
who aim towards a more 
equal society for all. At Hope, 
they strive to maintain a safe, 
supportive, equal space 
for everyone. They also 
recognize that Chelan Valley 
Hope sits on the original 
homelands of the ščəl̕ámxəx̕ 
(Chelan) people. We raise 
our hands to honor the 
Indigenous people who have 
inhabited this land before us. 
Call Hope at 509-888-2114 
for more information or to 
schedule an appointment. 
Hope is open Monday 
through Thursday 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. (closed Noon to 1 p.m.).

By Mike Maltais
Ward Media Staff Reporter

PASCO – The Brewster 
High School varsity cross 
country team finished in 
eighth place at the WIAA 
State Championships at Sun 
Willows Golf Course in Pasco 
last Saturday, Nov. 9.

The team qualified for 

state after placing fourth 
at the District 5 1B/2B 
Championships the previous 
week. Bears’ state qualifiers 
were Gerardo Rodriguez, 
Cayden Milton, Anthony 
Sanchez, Angel Rendon, 
Kevin Silva, Diego Arevalo, 
and Brayan Flores. 

Running for the Brewster 
girls Camila Maldonado 

placed fourth overall and also 
qualified for State.

Seniors Rodriguez, Milton, 
Rendon, and Silva were 
honored during halftime at 
the Senior Night football game 
against Cle Elum on Friday 
night, Nov. 8.

Mike Maltais: 360-33-8483 or 
michael@ward.media

Nov 9
12:52:01 11/09/24 Fraud, N 

Independence St, Pateros, Wa 
Officer: Lunn C Comments: 
Saw On Facebook That Fem 
Was Selling Puppy W/ Papers 
For $300, Fem Asked That 
Rp Buy $100 Apple Gift Card 
So Rp Did Would Meet Rp At 
Target To Give Rp The Puppy, 
Rp Advd No One Showed 
Up, Rp Called Advd Rp To 
Buy A $300 Gift Card, Then 
Rp Tried To Buy Card Bank 

Stopped Her 
14:25:42 Found Property 

Lakeshore Dr, Pat Officer: 
Lunn C Comments: Found 
Blk Wallet, The Wallet Has 
Been Returned 

Nov 11
08:27:44 Found Property Pit 

Rd, Brewster, Wa Officer: 
Schmid Scott Comments Rp 
Found .22 Revolver Gun In A 
Motorhome On His Property 

13:05:41 Mal Mischief, Highway 
97, Brewster, Officer: 
Hampson J Comments: Rp 
Has 2 Loose Panels On His 
Fence. Susp Had To Undo 

The Screws To Get The 
Panels Off. Rp Also Advd A 
Veh That Was Impounded 
Released To The Owner 
Was Gone Through Over 
The Weekend. Took Tools, 
Propane And Other Items. 

Nov 13
20:39:14 Accident Noninj 

Lakeshore Dr; Across, 
Pateros, W Officer: Gonzalez 
G Comments: Rp Was Rear 
Ended, Doesnt Remember 
Much. Male Opening Door 
Asking If Rp Was Okay, Rp 
Drove Veh Home After Hitting 
Her Head.

Sheriff
Continued from page A2

Any non-profit 501(c)-(3) group, person(s). Must provide: full name, city, phone 
number. Items pertaining to local events that are free or minimum charge. 

Garage and Yard Sale Ads are paid events, please email: classifieds@ward.media 
. To submit  info call 509-548-5286 or email: ruth@ward.media
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DISTRICT TOP TEN TEAMS:

1. Cle Elum-Roslyn 53
2. Okanogan 58
3. Liberty Bell 77
4. Brewster 117
5. Goldendale 157
6. Tonasket 165
7. LaSalle 204
8. Bridgeport 212
9. Tri-Cities Prep 231

10. Lake Roosevelt 239

TOP 10 1B/2B STATE TEAMS

1. Cle Elum-Roslyn 90
2. Saint George’s 95
3. Chewelah 96
4. Okanogan 139
5. Freeman 148
6. Liberty Bell 169
7. Mt. Vernon Christian 187
8. Brewster 207
9. Coupeville 207

10. Morton-White Pass 213

BEARS STATE FINISHERS

30  Anthony Sanchez (10)

38  Gerardo Rodriguez (12)

52  Cayden Milton (12)

68  Angel Rendon (12)

77  Kevin Silva (12)

90  Brayan Flores (9)

98  Diego Arevalo (11)

Freshman Maldonado finished 33rd out of 
144 runners in the girls’ 5K.

COURTESY OF BREWSTER SPORTSFACEBOOK

Gerado Rodriguez was 38th to cross the line.

COURTESY OF BREWSTER SPORTSFACEBOOK

Kevin Silva finished 77th.

COURTESY OF BREWSTER SPORTSFACEBOOK

Angel Rendon placed 68th.

Bears XC team places eighth at state
COURTESY OF BREWSTER SPORTSFACEBOOK

Cayden Milton came in 52nd.
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Brewster cheerleaders honored at Senior Night Nov. 8

Crusaders, here we come!

COURTESY OF BREWSTER SPORTSFACEBOOK

Kimberly Tinoco
COURTESY OF BREWSTER SPORTSFACEBOOK

Lynnette Apolinar
COURTESY OF BREWSTER SPORTSFACEBOOK

Rebeca Ornelas
COURTESY OF BREWSTER SPORTSFACEBOOK

Maddie Sandoval

MIKE MALTAIS/WARD MEDIA

The Brewster High School varsity girls’ soccer team gathers for a Wednesday noon Nov. 13 
sendoff to the first round of state soccer competition at 6:30 p.m. later that day against 
Northwest Christian (Colbert) at Central Valley High School in Spokane. In the District 
5 1B/2 B championships the Lady Bears defeated LaSalle, 3-2, in overtime on Nov. 6, 
followed by a 5-0 win over Pateros on Nov. 9 to advance to state.

MIKE MALTAIS/WARD MEDIA

Senior Grace Becker
MIKE MALTAIS/WARD MEDIA

Senior Kenya Pineda

MIKE MALTAIS/
WARD MEDIA

Rainy weather 
did not 
dampen the 
sendoff for the 
state-bound 
girls soccer 
team from 
students lining 
both side 
of Seventh 
Avenue 
Wednesday 
noon, Nov. 13. 
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CONNECTING COMMUNITIES ACROSS NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON

Stay in touch...

Call or email for a free quote! Amy@NorthwestSwag.com | 509-731-3624

with Magnets!

1-855-682-1636

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing 
benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a 
convenient refreshing shower while seated or 
standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!
✓ First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower
✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height 

and pivots to off er a seated shower option
✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 

lifetime warranty on the entire tub
✓Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included 

at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of  both worlds–there 
isn’t a better, more aff ordable walk-in tub!

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
                       Featuring our Free Shower Package

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-855-682-1636

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 
any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 

No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Free Shower Package

SPECIAL OFFER

WA Supreme Court weighs controversial step to solve public defense crisis

COURTESY OF AMAZON

An Amazon Prime delivery van outside a home reflects the 
company’s expansion into the Wenatchee Valley with its 
new delivery station, which aims to enhance service across 
North Central Washington.

Amazon opens new delivery station in NCW
NCW News 
Ward Media

EAST WENATCHEE 
— Amazon has opened a 
new delivery station in the 
Wenatchee area, expanding 
the e-commerce company’s 
logistics network in North 
Central Washington.

The facility, designated 
WWG5, is located at 3485 
NE Trident Way in East 
Wenatchee and will serve 
customers throughout the 
Wenatchee Valley and 
surrounding areas. The 
delivery station is expected to 
create hundreds of local jobs 
offering competitive wages 
and comprehensive benefits 
packages, including health, 

vision, and dental insurance.
“We are thrilled to open 

this new delivery station 
in Wenatchee, which will 
enhance the speed and 
reliability of our services for 
customers across the region 
while creating valuable job 
opportunities,” said Easton 
Craft, Manager of Economic 
Development Policy at 
Amazon. “Our team is 
committed to being an engaged 
partner in the Wenatchee 
Valley, working with local 
organizations to ensure that 
the benefits of this facility 
extend well beyond delivery 
efficiency and into long-term 
economic growth for the 
community.”

Local legislators have 

welcomed the development’s 
impact on regional 
employment and economic 
growth. State Senator Brad 
Hawkins (District 12) helped 
facilitate Amazon’s expansion 
into the area.

“I’m very excited that 
Amazon selected the 
Wenatchee Valley for its next 
delivery station,” Hawkins 
said. “This facility will 
put a lot of people to work, 
improve deliveries to local 
businesses and families, and 
help grow and diversify our 
regional economy. As our 
State Senator, I was excited 
to connect with the Amazon 
team early on about this 
opportunity, and I thank the 
Regional Port, Douglas County 

Commissioners, and others for 
helping to make this happen. 
This is an awesome step 
forward for our region.”

Senator Shelly Short of the 
7th Legislative District spoke 
about the facility’s workforce 
development plans. “Amazon’s 
delivery station in Wenatchee 
is more than an economic 
boost; it’s an investment in 
our local talent,” Short said. “I 
commend Amazon for offering 
job opportunities that come 
with educational benefits, 
which provide a sustainable 
way for employees to grow and 
thrive. This facility will support 
not only Wenatchee but 
also nearby communities by 
fostering career advancement 
and strengthening our regional 

workforce.”
The opening adds to 

Amazon’s investment in 
Washington state’s economic 
infrastructure, with the 

company stating the facility 
will enhance delivery speeds 
while creating economic 
opportunities for the 
Wenatchee Valley region.

COURTESY OF CITY OF EAST WENATCHEE

Officials gather with East Wenatchee’s new hydrogen-
powered Toyota Mirai police vehicle, believed to be the 
first hydrogen fuel cell police car in the nation.

East Wenatchee deploys nation's first hydrogen-powered patrol vehicle
NCW News 
Ward Media

EAST WENATCHEE — 
The East Wenatchee Police 
Department has become 
what officials believe is the 
first law enforcement agency 
in the nation to deploy a 
hydrogen-powered police 
vehicle, following an interlocal 
agreement with Douglas 
County Public Utility District.

The partnership, which 
includes collaboration with 
the Bonneville Environmental 
Foundation and Toyota, 
introduces a 2019 Toyota Mirai 
hydrogen fuel cell vehicle into 
the department’s fleet under a 
four-year lease agreement.

The initiative emerged after 
Douglas County PUD received 
four used Toyota Mirai ve-
hicles through a Toyota grant 
program designed to de-
monstrate renewable hydro-
gen’s potential as a clean fuel 

alternative.
“We’re excited to explore 

the viability of hydrogen fuel 
cells in our community and 
encourage other agencies 
with fleet vehicles to consider 
adding hydrogen-powered 
cars to their operations,” 
said Gary Ivory, General 
Manager of Douglas PUD. 
“The East Wenatchee Police 
Department’s use of the 
Mirai will provide valuable 
real-world data to help us 
understand the practical 
benefits and challenges of 
hydrogen technology as we 
continue to expand its use.”

The agreement ensures 
that hydrogen fuel costs 
will not exceed current fuel 
prices, with an automatic 
renewal option following the 
initial four-year term. The 
arrangement builds upon 
previous collaborative efforts 
between the two agencies, 
including a 2023 electric fleet 

vehicle infrastructure pilot 
project.

“Our department drives more 
miles than the PUD, so this is an 
ideal chance to learn from our 
experience. We’re eager to see 
how hydrogen-powered vehicles 
perform in a law enforcement 
setting and help refine the 
integration of hydrogen fuel 
cells into our operations,” Chief 
Johnson said.

The department has already 
experienced success with 
alter native fuel vehicles. 
“We’ve already seen signi-
fi cant success with the Ford 
Lightning EV truck,” Chief 
Johnson said. “It costs about $3 
per shift to charge, compared 
to $50–$70 per shift for 
traditional fuel. These types of 
opportunities help us explore 
new options that are both cost-
effective and environmentally 
sustainable.”

“We value our relationship 
with Douglas County PUD 

and together we’re making 
important strides that will help 
improve efficiency and reduce 
our environmental impact, 
paving the way for a brighter 
future for our community,” 
said Mayor Crawford.

The initiative coincides 
with ongoing construction 
of a renewable hydrogen 
production facility near Baker 
Flats, scheduled to begin 
commercial production in 
the first quarter of 2025. The 
facility is expected to produce 
hydrogen from renewable 
resources, contributing to 
maintenance cost reduction at 
the Wells Hydroelectric Project.

The City of East Wenatchee, 
incorporated in 1935, 
stands as Douglas County’s 
largest municipality and is 
historically significant as the 
landing site of Miss Veedol, 
the first nonstop trans-Pacific 
flight.

JERRY CORNFIELD / WASHINGTON STATE STANDARD

Ryan Mello, chair of the Pierce County Council, addresses 
the Washington State Supreme Court on a proposal to 
revise the caseload standards for public defenders on Nov. 
13, 2024.

By Jerry Cornfield
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA - Supporters 
and opponents of a proposal 
to slash public defender 
caseloads in Washington made 
their closing arguments to 
the state Supreme Court on 
Wednesday, November 14.

For two hours, justices 
listened to speakers weigh 
in on a request to amend the 
Supreme Court’s standards for 
indigent defense by trimming 
the number of cases public 
defense attorneys handle each 
year by up to two-thirds. 

This was the second and final 
public hearing on changes first 
put forth by the Washington 
State Bar Association. Justices 
will consider the testimony 
and trove of public comments 
submitted in recent weeks 

before deciding what, if any 
action to take. They next meet 
Dec. 4.

“I don’t know if we’ll be 
taking action or not in that time 
frame,” Chief Justice Steven 
Gonzalez said at the close of 
the hearing. “But you’ll hear 
more from us as we decide on 
the process from here.”

There’s a shortage of public 
defenders in Washington. 
Supporters contend that large 
caseloads and low pay are 
driving people out of public 
defense and deterring new 
lawyers from entering the 
profession. The proposed 
standards address one part of 
the equation.

“When we issued standards 
last time, it helped us retain 
people. These standards will 
help us recruit,” said Jason 
Schwarz, director of the 

Snohomish County Office of 
Public Defense and chair of 
the Washington State Bar 
Association’s Council on Public 
Defense.

In counties where the lack 
of public defenders is most 
pronounced, those accused of 
crimes, but unable to afford 
a lawyer, wait long periods 
before receiving counsel 
they are constitutionally 
guaranteed. 

In October, the ACLU filed 
a class-action lawsuit against 
Yakima County and other 
parties on behalf of individuals 
who had waited weeks before 
getting an attorney assigned 
to their case.

“People’s rights should not be 
violated. There is anxiety. The 
people are being traumatized 
by sitting in jail for long times,” 
said Dominique Davis, founder 

and chief executive officer of 
Community Passageways, 
a Seattle nonprofit focused 
on felony diversion and 
prevention.

Prosecutors have been 
concerned that reducing 
defenders’ workloads will lead 
to the filing of fewer cases 
to ensure no one’s rights to 
counsel are violated. That 
will result in less justice for 
crime victims and could spark 
an increase in vigilantism by 
those who feel the system isn’t 
working for them, they said.

Okanogan County Deputy 
Prosecuting Attorney Teddy 
Chow implored the justices to 
discard the proposal which he 
called an “unnecessary, short-
sighted, unreasonable and 
corrosive rule.”  

See WA COURT Page B2
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NCW News 
Ward Media

OLYMPIA — Washington 
state’s economy shed 35,900 
jobs in October, primarily 
due to a major strike by 
Boeing machinists, while the 
unemployment rate slightly 
decreased to 4.7%, state 
officials reported Wednesday.

The substantial job losses 
were largely attributed to the 
aerospace sector, which saw a 
reduction of 31,000 jobs during 
the month. The drop marked 
an unusual shift from recent 
trends of minimal employment 
changes.

“October shows an unusually 
high drop in jobs, unlike the 
relatively small changes over 

the past several months,” said 
Anneliese Vance-Sherman, 
chief labor economist for 
the Employment Security 
Department. “This is largely a 
reflection of the now-resolved 
strike by Boeing machinists.”

Despite the significant 
job losses, several sectors 
showed growth. Government 
employment increased by 2,400 

positions, while education and 
health services added 1,800 jobs, 
with notable gains in ambulatory 
health care services.

The leisure and hospitality 
sector experienced the se cond-
largest decline, losing 5,400 
jobs. Other services (-1,500), 
transportation and warehousing 
(-1,200), and cons truction (-800) 
also reported losses.

The state’s labor force 
contracted by 6,924 workers 
to 3,995,931 in October. The 

number of unemployed 
individuals decreased from 
190,150 to 187,951.

Year-over-year data 
showed mixed results, with 
Washington gaining a net 9,100 
jobs since October 2023. While 
public sector employment 
grew by 4.1% (24,300 jobs), 
private sector employment 
declined by 0.51% (15,200 jobs).

The national unemployment 
rate remained steady at 
4.1% in October, compared 

to Washington’s 4.7%. Both 
figures represent increases 
from October 2023, when 
unemployment rates stood 
at 3.8% for both the state and 
nation.

Employment Security 
paid unemployment benefits 
to 57,057 people in October, 
an increase of 3,143 from 
September, with manufacturing 
and construction sectors 
contributing significantly to the 
rise in claims.

And if the public defender 
ranks grow, cities and 
counties will need to amp up 
hiring of staff and prosecutors 
to keep pace and that will be 
exorbitantly expensive.

To cover the tab, local 
government leaders said 
Wednesday that they will be 
forced to divert dollars from 
other important programs.

Ryan Mello, chair of the 

Pierce County Council, 
addresses the Washington 
State Supreme Court on 
a proposal to revise the 
caseload standards for public 
defenders on Nov. 13, 2024. 
(Jerry Cornfield / Washington 
State Standard)

Ryan Mello, Pierce County 
Council chair and the county 
executive-elect, warned 
imposing the standard will 
cause “real harm” to the 
criminal justice services and 
other critical services.

He urged the justices to 

help lobby lawmakers and 
the governor for funding to 
stabilize the public defense 
system and to adopt a “realistic 
phased implementation” of 
the standards.

Under standards adopted 
by the state Supreme Court 
in 2012, a full-time public 
defense attorney or assigned 
counsel should have no more 
than 150 felony cases a year.

Last year, the American 
Bar Association, the National 
Center for State Courts and the 
RAND Justice Policy Program 

released the National Public 
Defense Workload Study that 
concluded public defenders 
should handle far fewer.

Washington’s high court 
asked the Washington State 
Bar Association to weigh in 
on whether the cap needs 
adjusting. The association 
responded in March with 
the recommendation now 
under public review for new 
maximums of 47 felony or 120 
misdemeanor cases in a year, 
depending on the severity. 
The reduction would be 

phased in over three years. 
Judge Kristin Ferrera of 

Chelan County, president of 
the Superior Court Judges 
Association, said the crisis 
is real but the timeline for 
caseload changes is too short 
and will create hardships 
in some counties. The 
association recommends 
carrying out the first phase 
of reduction but delaying the 
later phases to assess if the 
situation changes.

Justices can accept, reject 
or modify any or all of 

the proposals. There is no 
deadline to act. Any decision 
will be handled similar to 
a court case where they 
confer behind closed doors 
then issue a decision and 
explanation.

Washington State 
Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com) 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. 

WA Court
Continued from page B1

By Jerry Cornfield
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA - Washington 
state courts’ computer systems 
have been down for nearly 
two weeks, disrupting the 
operation of local courts and 
preventing the completion of 
thousands of firearm sales.

The Administrative Office 
of the Courts announced 
Nov. 4 that the state’s 
Judicial Information Systems, 
Washington courts website 
and associated networks, and 
databases were taken offline 
after detecting “unauthorized 
activity.” Service is not 
expected to be fully restored 
until next week at the earliest.

“Good progress is being 
made, but it is extremely 
time consuming to bring 
our systems back up in a 

secure environment due to 
the complexity and inter con-
nectivity of the networks,” 
Wendy Ferrell, associate 
director for the state 
Administrative Office of the 
Courts, said Tuesday. 

On Facebook, court officials 
said Tuesday that so far “there 
is no evidence that any court 
or personal data has been 
accessed, altered or removed 
during the unauthorized 
activity that was detected.” 
They noted that reconnecting 
trial and appellate courts 
“safely to the services they need 
is our number one priority.”

Last Friday, the state 
Supreme Court issued an 
emergency order empowering 
local courts to adjust timelines 
for filing of cases, trials and 
sentencing. It also permits 
them to delay arraignments 

and first appearances of those 
facing charges but out of 
custody if the courts are unable 
to connect to the network and 
databases.

Meanwhile, since Nov. 1, 
completion of gun purchases 
has been held up because 
the Washington State Patrol 
cannot access the Secure 
Automated Firearms E-Check 
system to conduct mandatory 
background checks. Typically, 
the patrol’s Firearms Back-
ground Division does between 
400 and 1,000 checks a day.

Chris Loftis, State Patrol’s 
director of communications, 
said the cybersecurity issues 
have significant ramifications 
for buyers and dealers.

“We know they have a right 
to get their background check. 
We know they have a right to 
get their firearms,” he said. 

“But the bridge is out. That’s 
the reality. It’s frustrating for 
the customers, for the dealers 
and for us.”

A gun rights group threa-
tened Tuesday to sue if the 
problem isn’t remedied soon.

“This is simply unacceptable, 
and we will not tolerate it,” 
said Alan Gottlieb, founder 
and executive vice president 
of the Second Amendment 
Foundation in Bellevue. 

“As the saying goes, ‘A right 
delayed is a right denied,’ and the 
state has denied untold numbers 
of citizens their right to obtain 
firearms for almost two weeks,” 
he said in a press release. “When 
the system is restored, we expect 
the WSP to work day and night 
to expedite background checks 
already on hold.”

The state patrol isn’t the 
only agency affected.

On Tuesday, the state 
Department of Children, 
Youth and Families issued 
a statement that the system 
outage “has been impacting our 
ability to complete background 
checks and likely will impact 
the hiring process for DCYF 
employees, providers, and 
foster parent applications.”

In its statement, the 
department said the system 
had been down since Nov. 1 and 
was expected to be restored by 
Tuesday. The court network 
and databases are needed 
for carrying out background 
checks. However, the agency 
can still access the National 
Crime Information Center 
for Child Welfare placements 
and child protective service 
investigations.

And the Washington State 
Gambling Commission is 

dealing with a similar challenge.
“The agency mission 

is to protect the public by 
ensuring gambling is legal 
and honest. Part of this is 
our review of applicants for 
licenses to ensure they qualify 
for licensure and there is no 
disqualifying information 
that may affect the approval 
of that license,” Troy Kirby, 
commission public information 
officer, wrote in an email. 
“That review is accomplished 
with access to information on 
the [Washington] court site.”

Washington State 
Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com) 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity.
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Gov. Jay Inslee speaks to members of the press on Jan. 4, 
ahead of the 2024 Washington state legislative session.

With $10B deficit looming, WA governor calls on state agencies to make cuts
By Jerry Cornfield
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA - Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee is warning of 
a budget deficit in excess of 
$10 billion and calling on state 
agencies to pare spending now 
to deal with it.

A Nov. 8 memo from Inslee’s 
budget director cited rising 
costs, increasing demand for 
public services and lower-than-
expected tax collections for 
a projected operating budget 
shortfall between $10 billion 
and $12 billion over the next 
four years.

Cuts are needed to balance 
the spending plan Inslee will 
release next month for the 
2025-27 biennium.

“The Governor’s operating 
budget will prioritize 
continuing essential 
programs and addressing 
caseload increases, while not 
expanding existing programs 
and services,” Pat Sullivan, 
director of the Office of 
Financial Management, wrote 
in the memo.

Transportation budget 
projections also have trended 
down for several forecasts 
creating a situation where 
revenues are not covering 

current commitments, Sullivan 
said.

Sullivan directed cabinet 
agencies to submit cost-saving 
options, like hiring freezes and 
pausing or delaying programs, 
by Friday, Nov. 15. And he 
urged presidents of higher 
education institutions and 
separately elected officials to 
undertake a similar exercise.

At least two agencies 
— Department of Social 
and Health Services and 
Department of Transportation 
— imposed hiring freezes, with 
exceptions for some essential 
posts.

Sullivan warned of “tough 
fiscal choices ahead” following 
release of the September 
revenue forecast but declined 
then to quantify the amount of 
the projected deficit. 

Another forecast is coming 
out next week. That will 
give Inslee a final piece of 
information for the budget 
proposal he will release in 
December. It will serve as a 
template for lawmakers and 
Gov.-elect Bob Ferguson when 
they write spending plans in 
the 2025 session.

It’s going to be a challenge, 
said Sen. June Robinson, D-
Everett, chair of the Senate 

Ways and Means Committee 
and the chamber’s lead budget 
writer.

“They are not overstating 
it,” she said of the projected 
deficit amount. “Because of the 
magnitude, we’re going to need 
to look at a range of options.”

Asked if the “options” 
included spending cuts and 
new revenue, she said yes.

The current two-year 
operating budget is about $72 
billion. 

The deficit spans the 
next two budget cycles. It 
represents the difference 
between the anticipated costs 
of current and promised 
services and programs and the 
projected amount of revenue 
that will come in to pay for 
them. Put another way, state 
agencies need $10 billion to $12 
billion in additional funding 
to maintain current programs 
and services.

Senate Minority Leader John 
Braun, R-Centralia, estimated 
the cost of maintaining the 
current level of services in the 
2025-27 budget will drive base 
spending for the biennium to 
roughly $76 billion.

While the deficit “is a 
big number, it is not an 
unmanageable number,” 

he said. “I have absolute 
confidence we can deal with 
this without new taxes and can 
live within our means.”

Ferguson and his team 
are aware of the letter and 
the governor’s staff will be 
briefing them in the coming 
weeks, according to an Inslee 
spokesperson.

The state Department of 
Social and Health Services 
implemented a hiring freeze 
with exemptions for staff in 
essential and direct care 
positions. They also put a hold 
on new equipment purchases, 
as well as contracts and travel 
not already approved.

The state Department of 
Transportation also froze 
hiring. There are exceptions 
for jobs like Washington State 
Ferries crews and winter 
maintenance.

“While we have not been 
directed to do this, it is one 
logical step we can take to 
slow our spending while 
the transportation budget 
is contemplated during the 
legislative session,” said Kris 
Abrudan, acting senior director 
of external relations for the 
transportation department.

Education is the single 
largest component of the 

With WA courts' online systems down, thousands of firearm sales on hold

budget and Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Chris 
Reykdal requested an increase 
of nearly $3 billion for public 
schools in the next budget. A 
third of that is to fully fund 
special education.

“These types of exercises 
from OFM are not uncommon,” 
Katy Payne, OSPI chief 
communications officer, wrote 
in an email. “While there are 
always competing priorities 
and limited resources, the 
state has both federal and 

state level obligations it must 
meet in order to ensure all 
Washington students receive 
the high-quality public 
education that they are 
constitutionally owed.”

Washington State 
Standard (www.
washingtonstatestandard.com) 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity.
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Boeing strike drives WA job losses in October
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CORRECTIONS: Ward Media LLC shall 
be responsible for corrections to adver-
tisements on the first publication only. 
The advertiser will be responsible for 
the corrections made thereafter. Ward 
Media LLC shall not be responsible for 
slight changes or typographical errors 
that do no lessen the value of the adver-
tisement. Ward Media LLC’s liability for 
other errors or omissions in connection 
with an advertisement is strictly limited 
to the publication of the advertisements 
in any subsequent issue. No monetary 
refunds will be given. For more informa-
tion call 509-548-5286.

CLASSIFIEDS
Leavenworth Echo

Cashmere Valley Record
Lake Chelan Mirror
Quad City Herald

Email your Classifieds & Legal Notices to: classifieds@ward.media or call 509-293-6780

qcherald.com

Moving?
Are you a Snowbird?

Don’t forget to call Laura in Circulation
so you don’t miss a single issue of your
Local Weekly Community Newspaper or 

your Monthly Business publication!

email: laura@ward.media or 
call 509-293-6780

The Leavenworth Echo
Cashmere Valley Record

Lake Chelan Mirror
Quad City Herald

Wenatchee Business Journal
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Standards Link: Language Arts: Read informational text.
Standards Link: Make 

reasonable assertions through 
supportive citation. Analyze text.

Scrunch up several 
pages of a newspaper 

to make a big ball. 
Wrap the ball in tape 
to hold it all together. 
Play catch with your 
ball. Or hit it back 
and forth like in a 

volleyball game. What 
else can you do with 
your newspaper ball?

Newspaper 
Ball Games

Standards Link: Language Arts: Follow simple, written directions.

         hat do you think of  
           when you think of 
sports? Many people 
think of sports such as 
soccer, football, baseball 
and basketball.

There are hundreds, 
maybe thousands of 
sports played all over the 
world. We went looking 
for some of the most 
surprising!

Egg and Spoon Race

Speed Puzzlers
Often people think of doing jigsaw puzzles as relaxing. 
But some puzzlers also see it as a chance to see who 
can put a puzzle together the fastest.
Draw lines to show where each missing puzzle piece belongs. 
Can you do it in under 60 seconds? Ready? Set? GO!

Competitors carry an egg on a spoon and 
race to cross the finish line first, without 
dropping and breaking their egg!

Holding the spoon with two hands 
or touching the egg with hands is 
not allowed. If a competitor drops 
the egg, they have to pick it up, put 
it back onto the spoon and balance 
it before they can resume running.

How many di�erences 
can you �nd?

Which apple won? Do the math to see how each apple �nished.

6
7+

1ST PLACE   2ND PLACE   3RD PLACE   4TH PLACE   5TH PLACE   6TH PLACE

In Tasmania, Australia, people drop 
apples from a bridge and watch the 
apples bob down the Houn River for 
300 meters (328 feet). The owner of 
the first apple to cross the finish line 
wins. The Rotary Club of Houn Valley 
raises money by selling apples.

Apple Racing

Standards Link: Math: Calculate sums and differences.

8
7+

6
4+

9
9+

5
4+

9
5+

Use the code to discover 
some amazing puzzle facts!

Students at Vietnam’s University of 

Economics put together a massive 

_ _ _ , _ _ _ -piece puzzle!  This puzzle 

measured nearly _ _ feet by _ _ feet 

(14.85 x 23.2 meters). 

It took _ , _ _ _ students _ _ hours 

to put this big picture of a lotus 

�ower together.

The fastest time to complete 

a _ _ _ -piece jigsaw puzzle is 

_ _ minutes and _ _ seconds, 

set by Alejandro Clemente León 

at the 2023 World Jigsaw 

Puzzle Championship.

In 2020, Sarah Mills of the 

United Kingdom completed a 

1,000-piece puzzle in 

_ hour and _ _ minutes. That’s 

one piece each _ seconds!

9

18

13

14

10

15

What is a Good Sport?
A person with a good attitude in difficult situations is often called 
a good sport. Which person is being a good sport?

YES         NO YES         NO YES         NO

“We won, but it 
wasn’t easy. The other 
team is really good!”

“We lost today, but it 
was still fun. The 
other team just 

played a little better.”

“My team didn’t win 
but that’s because 

this is a dumb game 
and the referees 
were terrible.”

=

=

0

1

=

=

2

3

=

=

4

5

=

=

6

7

=

=

8

9

© 2024 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 40, No. 51

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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APPLES
BALL
BIG
BRIDGE
EGG
HOLD
HOUR
JIGSAW
LOTUS
PIECE
PLACE
PUZZLE
SPOON
TAPE
TIME

The noun competitor means 
a person, group, or thing that 
tries to win or get something 

others are trying to get.

COMPETITOR

Try to use the word 
competitor in a sentence 

today when talking with your 
friends and family members.

Each competitor agreed to 
play by the rules of the 

hockey league.

This week’s word:

Write a poem about your 
favorite sport.

Poetry in 
Motion

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Each year in May at Cooper’s 
Hill near Gloucester, England, 

people try to beat a rolling wheel 
of cheese down a big, steep hill.

Race against a 
friend or family 
member to see 
who can run 
down the maze 
hill �rst!

PLAYER 1 PLAYER 2

FINISHFINISH

ANSWER: Alley cats!

Look through the newspaper for things that 
look fun to do outdoors. Make a list of 
outdoor activities you’d like to do and share 
them with your family. Make a plan to do one 
of them.
Standards Link: Use the newspaper to locate information.

Outdoor Plans


