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Welcome to the 2024 
Chelan County Fair! We 
are ecstatic to once again 
be welcoming everyone 
back to the Chelan 
County Fair, this 
year’s theme 
is “Back To 
Our Roots 
In Cowboy 
Boots”. We 
have a little 
something for 
everyone, come 
see the l ivestock 
shows and animals, check 
out all of the different ex-
hibitor buildings, and ride 
the carnival rides.

We have plenty of enter-
tainment each and every 
day of the fair, including 
not 1 but 2 FREE concerts, 
with your admission into 
the fair! Thursday Night 
Los Chicos del 512 – The 
Selena Experience Trib-
ute Band, and Friday night 

concert, presenting Coun-
try artist Easton Corbin! 
Join us for the livestock 
auction on Saturday 

morning, as well as 
our FREE PRCA 

Rodeo on Sat-
urday night 
and Sunday 
afternoon, 
FREE with 

your admis-
s i o n  t i c k e t 

into the fair, and 
a jam-packed sched-

ule of entertainment all 
in between. I would like to 
thank the Chelan County 
Fair Board and the whole 
community for all their 
hard work and sponsors. 
It truly does take a group 
effort to put on a great 
fair. I hope to see you all 
September 5th thru 8th.

Thank you, 
JR Co o p er,  Chelan 

County Fair President 

1. To provide a truly family event 
reflecting Chelan County’s 
best resources.

2. To provide recognition and 
inspiration for all exhibitors 
in a setting which allow for 
showcasing their individual 
accomplishments.

3. To provide an educational op-
portunity for all those visiting 
the fair through demonstra-

tion, displays, contest, and 
judging of exhibits.

4. To provide a well-balanced 
array of exhibits from youth, 
adults, and commercial en-
terprise.

5. To encourage all areas citi-
zens to attend the annual 
celebrations each fall to enjoy 
exhibits, entertainment, and 
camaraderie.

6. To contribute to the econom-
ic develop.m.ent for Chelan 
County through education 
and promotion of agricultural 
and industrial products of our 
area.

7. To enhance its performance 
as a public resource for the 
annual fair providing social 
and economic benefit to the 
region.

TONY LAMA
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Honorary Members
• Bert Miller (deceased) Wenatchee
• Dick Cochran (deceased) Manson
• Lou Dryden Cashmere
• Norma Hendrickson Cashmere
• Don Dodson Leavenworth

Ex Officio Members
• Kevin Overby County Commissioner
• Shon Smith County Commissioner
• Tiffany Gering County Commissioner
• Karen Welch Expo Center Director
• Skip Moore County Auditor
• Ron Walter County Commissioner
• Ag Educational Instructors Chelan 

County

Chelan County Fair - Board of Directors

Rick Hanson
Chelan - Past President

Cheyenne Stocker
Chelan

Nicole Germain
Cashmere 

Roni Freund 
Wenatchee - Secretary

Karen Welch 
Grounds Manager

Thomas Gray
Cashmere

Bruce Thorn
Wenatchee

Cathy Thackeray
Cashmere

Cindy Fowler
Wenatchee

JR Cooper
Wenatchee - President

Andy Reeves
Chelan - Vice-president

Nanci Robertson
Manson

Lisa Miller 
Cashmere

Chelan County Fair Grounds
509-782-3232

5700 Wescott Drive • Cashmere

Chelan County Fair  
Board Meetings

Chelan County Fair Board meets the 
second Thursday of each month at  
7 p.m. at the Chelan County Expo 
Center.

Kate Radell
Chelan - Treasurer

Kerri Gates
Past President

Rob Allen
Cashmere

Jeff Berdan
Wenatchee

Kristen Nuehring
Cashmere

FREE SAMPLES • FACTORY TOURS

Candy Kitchen Tour& Country Store

Production and tour hours do not always coincide, therefore the factory may not be producing for all tours.

Store Hours: Mon - Fri: 9am to 5pm • Weekends 10am to 4pm
Closed major holidays. — Call 509-782-2191 for information

Sample the taste of Washington State, just o� 
Highway 2 in downtown Cashmere.  We're the 

perfect stop in your tour of the Cascade Loop and the 
perfect souvenir gi� for family and friends!
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cascadiacd.org

Promoting Natural  
Resource Stewardship
Dedicated to encouraging the 
wise stewardship of all natural 
resources in Chelan County. TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT

www.chelanaesthetics.com
ipek@chelanaesthetics.com
@aestetically.ipek.np

LOCATION
2133 W Woodin Ave.#4, Chelan, WA, 98816
Upstairs at The Old Stone Church across from Link Park & Ride

SERVICES: Injectables (Botox, Dysport, 
Daxxify, Xeomin) helps with TMJ, Traps, 
Excessive Sweating, Dermal Fillers, 
Biostimulators, Microneedling with PRF, 
PRF injections, Smooth Threads, Kybella (Fat 
Reduction), Hair restoration with PRF

Let’s embark on this transformative journey together.

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. NO WALK-INS

Admission and Carnival 
Welcome to the Chelan 

County Fair! Fair admis-
sion and carnival prices 
include free parking.

We accept  cash or 
checks, or for your con-

venience, we also accept 
debit, Visa, MasterCard, 
and Discover cards, with 
an additional 3.5 percent 
convenience fee. No Re-
funds. 

Carnival  prices are 
separate from your fair 
a d m i s s i o n s  i n to  t h e 
grounds. 

Some attractions have 
height and open-toe shoe 

restrictions and safety 
rules. 

Lost or missing passes, 
tickets, or armbands will 
be replaced at the own-
er’s expense.

SEASON TICKETS KIDS AGRICATION DAY

UNIFORMED MILITARY, POLICE & FIREFIGHTERS

COUNTY DAY

FAMILY DAY

EXHIBITOR TICKETS

DAILY TICKETS

SENIOR CITIZEN DAY

Adult (18-61 years old) $27.00

Senior (62 years old and over) $20.00

Student (6-17 years old) or  

(18 years old with a high school ASB card) $20.00

Friday, Sept. 6, KIDS FREE, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (Must come as a group. 
Limit 1 adult for every 5 children.) 
Groups of 5 youth may admit 1 adult for free. Groups must enter 
the fair together as a group. Additional adults accompanying a group 
must pay the adult ticket price.

A complete uniform or badge must be shown to be admitted at no 
charge. Firefighters must be wearing a Fire/Rescue/EMS shirt and 
present their helmet passport with photo ID at the gate.

Saturday, Sept. 7

Sunday, Sept. 8 – Buy 1 armband get a second for $19.

Purchased on Wednesday Only.

Adults/Senior (18 years old and over) $15.00

Student (6-17 years old) or  

(18 years with a high school ASB card)  $10.00

Family (2 adults and up to 3 students) $40.00

Adult (18-61 years old) $12.00

Senior (62 years old and over) $8.00

Student (6-17 years old) or 

(18 with a high school ASB card) $8.00

All children under 5 years old admitted free when accompanied by an adult

Thursday, September 5 (62 and over) Seniors FREE 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Carnival Information
Armbands stop sell-

ing 1 1/2 hours before 
shut off time and they 
are non-transferable & 

non-refundable. 
Individual and book 

tickets are available. 
Some attractions have 

height & open toe shoe 
restrictions & safety 
rules. Rides take 1 ticket 
per person per ride.

SEASON TICKETS

Thursday: 2:00 p.m. –  11:00 p.m.  Armbands $38.00

Friday: 2:00 p.m. –  11:00 p.m.  Armbands $38.00

Saturday: 11:00 a.m. –  11:30 p.m.  Armbands $38.00

Sunday:  11:00 a.m. –  6:00 p.m.  Armbands $38.00

Sunday is Buddy Day: Buy 1 armband, get second 1 for $19.00 (Can use Presale Ticket plus $19.00).
Armbands stop selling 1 ½ hour before shut off time.

FAIR HOURS

 Barns Open Ticket Booths 
Open Carnival Opens

Wednesday – intake 
September 4

9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  NO

Thursday
September 5

9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 9:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

Friday
September 6

9:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 9:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

Saturday
September 7

9:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 9:00 a.m. 11:00 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.

Sunday
September8

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 9:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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Experience
THE BEST OF

CHELAN
COUNTY

2024 Rodeo Royalty 
and Ambassador

Austyn Robinson
2024 Chelan County Rodeo Queen

Hanna Collins
2024 Fair Ambassador

The Chelan County Rodeo Queen is a 
new tradition we are starting for 2024. 
The Chelan County Rodeo celebrates the 
tradition of having a dynamic young lady 
serve as Miss Chelan County Rodeo. 

Candidates who compete for the cov-
eted title must not only display excep-
tional horsemanship skills, but speak 
intelligently and display dignity in all 
situations. 

During her reign, Austyn Robinson 
represents the Chelan County Rodeo 
and our community at events and rodeos 
throughout Washington.

Austyn is the 20-year-old daughter 
of Nick & Casey Hollenbeck and Ryan & 
Leslie Robinson. She resides on a small 
family farm in Prosser. Austyn works for 
Prosser Memorial Hospital as a barista. 
When not at work, Austyn can be found 

riding her two mares, Roany and Cookie. 
Austyn is a 2022 graduate of Cashmere 
High School and plans to pursue a degree 
in equine dentistry.

The Chelan County Fair Ambassador 
will be responsible for representing the 
Chelan County Fair at speaking engage-
ments before and during the Fair and 
participating in several festival parades. 

The ambassador will also participate 
in duties during the annual Fair event.

Hanna Collins is a 17-year-old junior 
at Chelan High School. She has been 
an extremely active FFA member since 
joining at the end of her 8th grade year. 

Agriculture, FFA, and specifically 
raising livestock is truly where her 
passion lies. 

She has raised livestock (goats and 
steers) for Chelan County Fair and 
North Central Washington Fair for the 
last three years. Her favorite part of 
the fair is really the whole experience 
in general. 

There’s so much to love about the 
fair that it’s hard for her to choose just 
one thing. 

From getting up early in the morning 
to do chores, to seeing everyone’s proj-
ect growth through the year, to spending 
time with the animals – it really is her 
favorite time of the year. 

After high school, she plans to pursue 
a career in Veterinary Medicine at WSU.

Austyn Robinson

Hanna Collins
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Honor your loved ones with 
compassionate, local care. 

Jones & Jones-Betts  
          Funeral Home  

• Only Crematory in NCW
• Se habla español

509-662-1561
jonesjonesbetts.com

509-682-8511

219 E. Johnson Ave. Chelan WA 98816 

Monday-Friday 9a-6p 
Saturdays 8a-5p

Monday-Friday  
8a-5p

Accepting  New Walk In Hours  

OPEN ABIERTO

Coming Soon! New Patients!

2024 Volunteer of the Year Local 4-H Members clucking with 
excitement for Chelan County Fair

Breanne Hanson Baker
Breanne Hanson-Bak-

er was born and raised 
in Chelan. She grew up 
showing animals at the 
Chelan County Fair since 
she was in elementary 
school. Breanne earned 
her Secondary Educa-
tion Degree with a focus 
in English. Still, she al-
ways knew she wanted 
to return to the Chelan 
area and get back into 
the world of agriculture 
education. She resides in 
Chelan with her husband 
and two daughters and 
teaches at Chelan High 
School.

Breanne has helped the 
Chelan County Fair live-
stock office for many years. 
She is there when weigh-
in starts on Wednesday 
and then spends countless 
hours in the livestock of-
fice entering exhibitors 
information, preparing 
class assignments for Fit-
ting and Showing and Mar-

ket classes, finalizing the 
livestock sale portion of 
the fair book, and helping 
the Livestock coordinator 
(her dad) stay organized. 
She is always willing to 
help with decoration set-
up, whether it be her club 
or a club in need, setting 
up tagging registration for 
local chapters, wrangling 
a lost pig on weigh-in day, 
or responding to questions 
from new Advisors.

When she is not in the 
livestock office, she coor-
dinates FFA decorations, 

takes pictures for her club 
and others prepares meals, 
runs social media pages 
for FFA and Alumni, and 
runs errands as the assis-
tant Chelan FFA advisor. 
She also serves on the 
Chelan FFA Alumni Board 
and helps with the Chelan/
Manson Youth Fair Fund 
group.

Breanne has seen all 
sides of the fair – 4H and 
FFA exhibitor, advisor, and 
volunteer and cannot wait 
to experience it one day as 
a 4H/FFA parent. 

She introduced her two 
daughters early to the 
fair experience as they 
both have spent time in 
the livestock office Pac N 
Play since they were six 
months old. Being at the 
Chelan County Fair has 
been a multi-generational 
experience for Breanne’s 
family, and she is excited 
to see it continue with her 
daughters.

The Chelan County Fair 
wouldn’t be what it is 
without the efforts of all 
our volunteers. 

We could not do what 
we do without you. At the 
heart of the Chelan County 
Fair lies its commitment 

to celebrating its agricul-
tural heritage. 

Volunteers are the back-
bone of the Chelan County 
Fair and we Thank You for 
your dedication, prowess, 
and passion to ensure the 
Chelan County Fair con-

tinues to exist to provide 
a family event reflecting 
the past, showcasing cur-
rent accomplishments, 
and looking to the future 
county’s best resources – 
Its youth, agriculture, and 
communities.

By Will Nilles 
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CASHMERE – With the 
Chelan County Fair right 
around the corner, the 
members of Cashmere’s 
Barn Kids 4-H Club con-
tinue to prepare their 
animals for another year 
of successful showcases. 
This year, three local 4-H 
members return for their 
third time, showing off 
their developed passion 
for agriculture.

Local middle schooler, 
Libby Pipkin, 11 years old, 
is excited to bring a market 
pig to the fair for her third 
year.

“I chose to do a pig proj-
ect, because I love pigs!” 
Pipkin commented, excited 
to continue working with a 
type of animal familiar to 
her family. “When I was 9, I 

wanted to do a Fair project, 
and my parents thought a 
pig would be a good idea, 
because they showed pigs 
and [they] could help me 
out a lot.” 

After raising market pigs 
for three years, she finds 
that they come with their 
fair share of obstacles, es-
pecially coaxing them into 
their enclosure after their 
evening walks.

“Some of the challenges 
I face is getting him back in 
his pen after I walk him,” 
she noted, “because he 
doesn’t always want to go 
back in!” 

Despite its difficulties, 
Pipkin feels satisfied with 
the unique experiences 
and crucial knowledge im-
parted onto her by raising 
market pigs. 

“Some of the skills I have 
learned are hard work and 

determination,” Pipkin 
said, focusing on the im-
portance of properly car-
ing for an animal. “It has 
also definitely taught me 
that if you don’t do it right, 
you won’t get the reward.” 

Alongside Libby, her 
brother Callen Pipkin, 13 
years old, looks forward to 
showing off his third year 
of experience in raising 
market steer. 

As Pipkin explains, he 
started his work with 
steers while looking for 
something that could chal-
lenge him and put some 
extra money in his pockets.

“I chose a steer project 
because I like the challenge 
of raising a large animal 
and it pays well,” Pipkin re-
vealed, adding, “and since 
I live on a farm, raising a 

Breanne Hanson Baker

COURTESY OF SARA PIPKIN  
Local student Callen Pipkin 
stands alongside his market 
steer, hoping to show him at 
the Fair.

COURTESY OF SARA PIPKIN  
Cashmere 4-H member Libby 
Pipkin poses with her pig, 
excited to show him off at the 
Chelan County Fair.

COURTESY OF SARA PIPKIN  
11-year-old local  Wyatt 
Beem can’t wait to enter the 
Chelan County Fair with his 
pig, smiling as he cares for it. 

See CASHMERE 4-H Page 15
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Entertainment Schedule
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

11:00 a.m. Reptile Man Main Stage
12:00 p.m. Throw Zone Main Stage
1:30 p.m. Reptile Man Main Stage
2:30 p.m. Throw Zone Main Stage
3:30 p.m. Reptile Man Main Stage
4:30 p.m. Throw Zone Main Stage
7:30 p.m. Selena Concert Rodeo Grounds

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 

11:00 a.m. Reptile Man Main stage
12:00 p.m. Throw Zone Main stage

1:00 p.m. Reptile Man Main stage
2:30 p.m. Throw Zone Main stage
3:30 p.m. Reptile Man Main stage
5:00 p.m. Rule B2 Band Main stage
6:15 p.m. Whisky Trail Band Beer Garden
7:00 p.m. Throw Zone Rodeo grounds

7:30 p.m. Easton Corbin 
Concert Rodeo Grounds

9:00 p.m. Whisky Trail Band Beer Garden

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

10:00 a.m. DayBreak Main Stage
11:00 a.m. DayBreak Main Stage
12:00 p.m. Throw Zone Main Stage

1:00 p.m. Reptile Man Main Stage
2:00 p.m. DayBreak Main Stage
3:00 p.m. Throw Zone Main Stage
4:00 p.m. Reptile Man Main Stage
5:00 p.m. 80's Band Main Stage
7:00 p.m. Throw Zone Rodeo grounds
7:00 p.m. Rodeo Rodeo Grounds
7:30 p.m. Reptile Man Main Stage
8:30 p.m. 80's Band Main Stage

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

11:00 a.m. Reptile Man Main stage
12:00 p.m. Throw Zone Main stage

1:00 p.m. Reptile Man Rodeo Grounds
1:00 p.m. Rodeo Rodeo Grounds 
2:00 p.m. Throw Zone Main stage
3:00 p.m. Reptile Man Main stage
4:00 p.m. Throw Zone Main stage
7:30 p.m. Selena Concert Rodeo Arena

By Quinn Propst 
Ward Media Staff Reporter

MANSON – The Manson 
Grange Youth Fairs Pro-
gram aims to introduce 
children to agriculture at 
an early age. 

The program is rela-
tively new and similar 
to 4-H. It allows kids in 
grades K-8 to participate 
in local fairs by enter-
ing projects or showing 
animals. 

Program director Norm 
Manly said the goal is to 
prepare them to join FFA 
when they reach high 
school.

The Youth Fairs pro-
gram conducts its meet-
ings using Robert’s Rules 
of Order, with officers 

elected annually. The kids 
are actively involved in 
fundraising, such as par-
ticipating in the farmers 
market and engaging in 
community service ac-
tivities. 

Last year, they visited 
Heritage Heights, sing-
ing carols and delivering 
Christmas cards. 

Manly hopes to increase 
community service op-
portunities for the group 
and provide hands-on 
learning for the children. 

The program also in-
cludes educational proj-
ects, like learning how to 
raise chickens, etc., Manly 
said.

Manson Grange 
Youth Fairs Program 
builds future leaders

See MANSON GRANGE YOUTH 
FAIRS PROGRAM Page 14
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Sept. 7 at 7:00 p.m. • Sept. 8 at 1:00 p.m.

Join us for 2 Days of FREE PRCA Rodeo  
(with your admission ticket into the fair).

• Bareback riding • Steer wrestling • Tie-down roping • Saddle bronc 
riding • Breakaway roping • Team roping • Barrel racing • Bull riding

– Beer Garden during the rodeo –

WENATCHEE RIVER 
SALMON FESTIVAL

20
24

ROCKY REACH DAM

SALMON FESTIVAL
WENATCHEE RIVER 

SATURDAY, SEP. 21 
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.

PRCA Pro Rodeo

Rodeo 101 –  
Roughstock Events

In the rough stock, 
events bareback riding, 
saddle bronc riding and 
bull riding a contestant’s 
score is equally dependent 
upon his performance and 
the animal’s performance. 

To earn a qualified score, 
the cowboy, while using 
only one hand, must stay 
aboard a bucking horse or 
bull for eight seconds. If 
the rider touches the ani-
mal, himself, or any of his 

equipment with his free 
hand, he is disqualified.

In saddle bronc and 
bareback riding, a cowboy 
must “mark out” his horse; 
that is, he must exit the 
chute with his spurs set 
above the horse’s shoul-
ders and hold them there 
until the horse’s front feet 
hit the ground after the ini-
tial jump out of the chute. 
Failing to do so results in 
disqualification.

During the regular sea-
son, two judges each score 

a cowboy’s qualified ride 
by awarding 0 to 25 points 
for the rider’s performance 
and 0 to 25 points for the 
animal’s effort. 

The judges’ scores are 
then combined to deter-
mine the contestant’s 
score. A perfect score is 
100 points.

Rodeo 101 –
Timed Events

In timed events steer 
wrestling, team roping, 
tie-down roping, barrel 

racing, and steer roping; 
cowboys and cowgirls at 
“the other end of the are-
na” compete against the 
clock, as well as against 
each other. A contestant’s 
goal is to post the fastest 
time in his or her event. 

In steer wrestling and 
the roping events, calves 
and steers are allowed a 
head start. The competitor, 
on horseback, starts in a 
three-sided fenced area 
called a box. The fourth 
side opens into the arena.

A  r o p e  b a r r i e r  i s 
stretched across that 
opening and is tied to the 
calf or steer with a break-
away loop. 

Once the calf or steer 
reaches the head-start 
point - predetermined by 
the size of the arena - the 
barrier is automatically re-
leased. If a cowboy breaks 
that barrier, a 10-second 
penalty is added.

The Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association 
(PRCA) is deeply committed to the proper care 
and treatment of the livestock used in the rodeo. 

The Livestock Welfare Program is extensive and 
covers many aspects including livestock care 
standards, education, research, outreach, and 
government relations.

Professional rodeo action consists of two types 
of competitions – rough stock events and timed 
events – and an all-around cowboy crown. Each 
competition has its own set of rodeo rules and 
order of events.
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Horse 
Program 

Events

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 – Entry Day

2025-2026, join us at 
“WENATCHEE VALLEY COLLEGE”

 

Brandon Porter our "Player Ambassador"Brandon Porter our "Player Ambassador"

The TBL season runs March ~ June. Keep up with 
the Bighorns at  wenatcheebighorns.com, 
on Instagram & Facebook  @WenatcheeBighornsTBL 
or Twitter  @Bighorns_TBL  for the latest updates.

12 - 8 pm Horse Entry Horse Barn
8 pm Mandatory meeting Horse Barn

until 9 pm Sign Up for Demonstations 4-H Building

5 a.m. Barn Open – feed, clean stalls Horse Barn
7 - 8 a.m. Mandatory Workout Rodeo Arena

10 a.m. Showmanship Horse Arena
11 a.m. English Equitation Horse Arena

12 noon English Pleasure Horse Arena
1 p.m. Bareback Horse Arena
3 p.m. Trail Horse Arena

5 - 6 p.m. Mandatory Workout – Group A Horse Arena
6 - 7 p.m. Mandatory Workout – Group B Horse Arena
7:30 p.m. Concert Rodeo Arena

9 p.m. Barns Close Horse Barn

5 a.m. Barn Open – feed, clean stalls Horse Barn
7:30 - 10 a.m. 4-H Western Gaming Rodeo Arena

10 a.m. Livestock Auction
8 - 9 a.m. Mandatory Workout (if not gaming) Horse Arena

2 p.m. Costume Contest Horse Arena
3 p.m. Fun Human and Horse Games Horse Arena

5 - 6 p.m. Mandatory Workout – Group A Horse Arena
6 - 7 p.m. Mandatory Workout – Group B Horse Arena

7 p.m. Rodeo Rodeo Arena
10 p.m. Barns close Horse Barn

5 a.m. Barn Open - feed, clean stalls Horse Barn
6 - 9 a.m. 4-H and FFA Clean Fairgrounds Fairgrounds
7 - 8 a.m. Mandatory Workout Rodeo Arena

9 a.m. Groom Squad Horse Arena
11 a.m. Horse Judging Horse Arena
1 p.m. Rodeo Rodeo Arena

4 - 5 p.m. ALL Youth Clean Up Sasseens Rodeo Arena
5 p.m. Barns Close, Load-Out Horse Barn

5 a.m. Barn Open – feed, clean stalls Horse Barn
7 - 8 a.m. Mandatory Workout Rodeo Arena

10 a.m. Western Equitation Horse Arena
11 a.m. Western Pleasure Horse Arena
1 p.m. Disciplined Rail Horse Arena
2 p.m. Working pairs Horse Arena
4 p.m. Round Robin Various

5 - 6 p.m. Mandatory Workout – Group A Horse Arena
6 - 7 p.m. Mandatory Workout – Group B Horse Arena
7:30 p.m. Concert Rodeo Arena

10 p.m. Barns Close Horse Barn

Ponderosa 4-H Club riders saddle up 
for success at Chelan County Fair
By Taylor Caldwell 
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CASHMERE – Ponderosa 
4-H, an equine-focused 
4-H Club based in Leav-
enworth, will have nine 
teams participating at 
this year’s fair. In 4-H pro-
grams, participants com-
plete hands-on projects in 
areas like health, science, 
agriculture, and civic en-
gagement, developing the 
necessary skills to become 
empowered, compassion-
ate community members.

“In this case, it just hap-
pens to be horses. You find 
something that they are 
passionate about, and then 
they learn along the way,” 
said Laura Reichlin, Pon-
derosa 4-H Club Leader.

Club members demon-

strate resilience, confi-
dence, and independence, 
said Reichlin. Each par-
ticipant must take care of 
their horse, attend weekly 
workouts or ride nights, 
and participate in a num-
ber of performance and 
gaming clinics and shows 
before participating at the 
fair. The club is youth-led, 
with elected officers oper-
ating under Robert’s Rules 
of Order and making deci-
sions for the club. 

“Ponderosa 4-H club has 
taught me how to be inde-
pendent and quick with 
decision making. Also, be-
ing able to be a good leader 
to younger members while 
still being able to work 
alone,” said Faith Smith, 
a 4-H Senior and 11th 
grader.

Over the years, Reichlin 
has watched some par-
ticipants too scared to 
even lead their horse in 
their first year, then flying 
around on their horse in 
the next, and graduated 
participants come back to 
teach clinics to the young-
er riders.

“That growth is totally 
what I’m here for. I love it,“ 
said Reichlin.

This year will be Smith’s 
fifth fair. Smith and her 
horse Psymon will par-
ticipate in Western classes, 
Trail, Western Gaming, 
and the Costume Con-
test. Additionally, she will 
be showing a sheep at 
the fair with Cashmere 

See PONDEROSA 4-H CLUB 
RIDERS Page 11
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(509) 782-7467

The knowledge and ability to improve your drivability

AUTOMOTIVE LIGHT DUTY 
REPAIR ALIGNMENTS, BRAKES, 

SUSPENSION, HEATING/AIR

5808 Sunset Hwy, Cashmere BlueStarGrowers.com

Serving valley 
orchardists 
since 1907

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 – 4H – FFA – Grange

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 – FFA – 4H – Grange

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

4H - Grange - FFA Schedule
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 – Entry Day

Livestock Entries accepted Noon – 8:00 p.m. 
Still Life accepted in 4-H Building Noon – 8:00 p.m.
After weigh in – Mandatory all 4-H/Grange/FFA Meeting 8:00 p.m.
Educational demonstration registration  9:00 p.m. 

Turn in livestock forms With animal
All entries must be in place 9:00 p.m.
Barn closes 9:00 p.m.

Barns open 5:00 a.m.
Knowledge Bowl – 4-H Building 9:00 a.m.
Goat Type/Market judging 9:00 a.m. 
Swine Type/Market judging 9:00 a.m.
Barn duty begins 10:00 a.m. 
Still Life judging 10:00 a.m.
Beef Type/Market judging  12:30 p.m.
Sheep Type/Market judging 1:00 p.m. 

FFA demonstrations  2 – 6:00 p.m.
Rabbit and Cavy Fitting and Showing Contest 3:00 p.m.
4-H demonstrations 4 – 8:00 p.m. 
Poultry Fitting and Showing Contest  5:00 p.m. 
Small Animal Round Robin to follow Rabbit and Cavy  6:00 p.m.
Barn duty ends   8:00 p.m.
Barns close   9:00 p.m.

Barns open 5:00 a.m. 
4-H/Grange cleaning parking lots & fairgrounds 6 – 9:00 a.m. 
Knowledge Bowl – 4-H Building 10:00 a.m.
Swine Fitting & Showing 9:00 a.m.
Goat Fitting & Showing  9:00 a.m.
Barn duty begins   10:00 a.m.
Beef Fitting & Showing   12:30 p.m.
Sheep Fitting & Showing  1:00 p.m.

Foods Contests in 4-H Building 1:00 p.m.
FFA demonstrations  3 – 6:00 p.m.
Round Robin  4:00 p.m. 
(1 hour following last species to complete Fitting & Showing)
4-H demonstrations 4 – 8:00 p.m.
Barn duty ends   8:00 p.m.
Barns close   10:00 p.m.

Barns open 5:00 a.m.
FFA cleaning parking lots & fairgrounds 6 – 9:00 a.m.
Knowledge Bowl – 4-H Building 10:00 a.m.
Fur Auction 9:00 a.m.
Livestock Auction 10:00 a.m.
Barn duty begins 10:00 a.m.

Demonstrations begin as listed on schedule: posted in 4-H Building 1 – 5:00 p.m.
Rabbit Judging Contest 2:00 p.m.
FFA demonstrations 2 – 6:00 p.m.
Poultry CDE 3:00 p.m.
Barn duty ends  8:00 p.m.
Barns close  10:00 p.m.

Barns open 6:00 a.m.
4-H, FFA, & Grange cleaning parking lots & fairgrounds 6 – 9:00 a.m.
Knowledge Bowl – 4-H Building 10:00 a.m.
Barn duty begins 10:00 a.m.
Demonstrations begin as listed on schedule:  
posted in 4-H Building 10 a.m. – noon
Garden CDE 10 a.m. – noon
Tractor Driving CDE  10 a.m. – noon
Livestock Judging Contest 11:00 a.m.
Livestock CDE 12:30 p.m.

Pet Talent & Costume Show 2:00 p.m.
Style Show-4-H Building 3:00 p.m.
4-H, FFA, & Grange cleaning Sasseen Lot - Rodeo area 4 – 5:00 p.m.
Barn duty ends 5:00 p.m.
Barns close  5:00 p.m.
Fair closes 5:00 p.m.

Still life exhibits may not be removed from fair before this time
Animal hauled out 6:00 pm
Commercial Haulers’ load out first.

Stay Informed with

www.ncw.news

Be the first to know with NCW News.

Whether it's breaking news, insightful 
editorials, or engaging local stories, we’re 

here to keep you connected and informed.
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FFA and performing with 
the Tillicum Riders Drill 
Team. Smith is also on the 
Cascade Washington High 
School Equestrian Team. 

“I’m looking forward 
to spending time at fair 
learning and improving 
on horsemanship skills, as 
well as hanging out with 
my fellow Ponderosa club 
members and growing 
friendships,” said Smith.

Ninth graders Reese 
Houghton and her horse 
Laramie, as well as Kaylee 
Smith and horse Remi, are 
attending as 4-H Interme-
diates. Both will partici-
pate in English and West-
ern classes, Trail, Western 
Gaming, and the Costume 
Contest. This year is Kaylee 
Smith’s fifth year with Pon-
derosa and participating at 
the fair. Her favorite part 

about 4-H Club has been 
stepping out of her comfort 
zone and learning how to 
be a leader. Houghton is in 
her fourth year with Pon-
derosa, and it is her third 
time at the fair. Houghton is 
also a flag carrier with the 
Tillicum Riders.

“[My favorite part is] 
just meeting everyone and 
just being able to ride with 
everyone,” said Houghton.

4-H Intermediates also 
include 7th graders and 
their respective horses: 
Vaughan Eccles and Mysin-
gur, Caroline Sullivan and 
Blue, Aubree Pulliam with 
Pasco and Bailey, Josie 
Reichlin and Dusty.

This is Eccles’s first fair 
and first year with Pon-
derosa. Eccles will par-
ticipate in English classes, 
Trail and the Costume 
Contest. Eccles’s favorite 
part about riding has been 
learning how to build 
trust with her horse. She’s 

most looking forward to 
the Costume Contest. 

Sullivan, in her second 
year both at the fair and 
with Ponderosa, will par-
ticipate in Western class-
es, Trail and the Costume 
Contest. Sullivan is also 
the Honorary Western 
Gaming DJ. 

“[I’ve learned] that I can 
overcome challenges that 
I thought I couldn’t. My 
riding has improved a lot 
since I’ve been part of 
Ponderosa,” said Sullivan.

Pulliam, also in her sec-
ond year for both the fair 
and Ponderosa, will be 
participating in Western 
classes, Trail, Western 
Gaming, and the Costume 
Contest. Pulliam is most 
looking forward to West-
ern Gaming.

“It’s just fun. You don’t 
have to worry about any-
one judging you. You just 
get in the pattern and ride,” 
said Pulliam.

Reichlin’s favorite part 
about the fair is also gam-
ing, because everyone 
cheers each other on. 
Reichlin is in her fourth 
year with Ponderosa. For 
her third year at the fair, 
she will participate in Eng-
lish classes, Trail, Western 
Gaming, and the Costume 
Contest.

“I like getting to bond 
with the horse. Your horse 
is your therapist. You can 
just tell it everything and 
it won’t judge you or any-
thing,” said Reichlin.

Participating 4-H Juniors 

will be Josie Ayala, Raylan 
Nicholson, and Malena 
Wolfe. Although they par-
ticipated last year, this will 
be Ayala and Nicholson’s 
first fair with a horse. Both 
will participate in West-
ern classes, Trail and the 
Costume Contest. Ayala, a 
6th grader, will participate 
with her horse Badger, and 
is most looking forward to 
Trail. Nicholson, a fourth 
grader, will participate 
with her horse Dunny.

“I always need to make 
sure that I keep calm and 
make sure [Denny] stays 

calm,” said Nicholson, 
about the number one 
thing she has learned.

Wolfe, 6th grade, will 
be enjoying her first year 
at the fair, participating in 
Groom Squad, Horse Judg-
ing, Barn Duty, and giving 
a demonstration. She will 
also be entering a sewing 
project.

Taylor Caldwell:  
509-433-7276 or  
taylor@ward.media
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VISIT WWW.MOONLIGHTSTONEWORKS.COM

Come visit our NEW showroom today to see 
how we can turn your dream into REALITY!

LIC#MOONLSW791JM

Kaylee Smith and horse Remi. Raylan Nicholson and horse 
Dunny.

Josie Ayala and horse Badger.

Ponderosa 4-H 
Club riders
Continued from page 9

PHOTOS COURTESY OF  
PONDEROSA 4-H CLUB
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Kari Barber
kari@northwindhelicopters.com

O: 800-590-4143 | C: 509-449-5048

Call us for all your
Aerial Applications & Tour Flights

in North Central Washington 
and the Basin 

MONDAY – SATURDAY  

9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

MONDAY – SATURDAY  

9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

SUNDAY 

10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

509-888-7313
1219 N. Wenatchee Ave.

Wenatchee 
509-888-5119

129 Cottage Ave. Cashmere

Manson FFA students showcase skills, livestock at Chelan County Fair
By Quinn Propst 
Ward Media Staff Reporter

MANSON – The Manson 
FFA program has 14 high 
school students exhibit-
ing animals at the Chelan 
County Fair this year, 
including pigs, a goat, and 
a horse. 

The middle  school 
youth are also participat-
ing, each showing a pig. 

The students work with 
their animals from spring 
through to the fair in 
September, focusing on 
training, grooming, and 
record-keeping. 

The fair is a culmi-
nation of their efforts, 
where they showcase 
their animals and are 
judged on various as-
pects, including how well 
they handle and present 
their livestock.

This year, Manson has 
a new FFA Advisor, Rudy 
Blomquist. 

Longtime FFA Advisor 
Kevin Amsden is staying 
on through the Chelan 
County Fair to mentor 
Blomquist. After the fair, 
Amsden will officially 
retire. 

Amsden said the stu-
dents spend months get-
ting their animals ready 
to show at the fair. 

Students practice walk-

ing with their pigs and 
learning to control them 
with a stick that is called 
a whip because the judges 
will ask them to move 
their animals around in 
the show pen, Amsden 
said. 

“They need to walk 
them so they kind of get 
in shape, just like ath-
letes,” Amsden said. 

“Because once they get 
in the show ring, they’re 
going to be in there may-
be half an hour or so, 
you know, that if they 
haven’t been worked with 
or walked, they’re going 
to just want to do noth-
ing but find the gate and 
go home.”

By showing animals at 
the fair, students learn 
valuable life skills, includ-
ing responsibility, record 
keeping, and animal care. 

They must manage the 
feeding and watering of 
their animals, track ex-
penses, identify animal 
breeds, and learn how to 
administer medical care, 
such as giving shots. 

T h e s e  ex p e r i e n c e s 
teach them essential as-
pects of animal husband-
ry and practical knowl-
edge, Amsden said.

Amsden said they also 
learn to talk to the public 
because they talk to the 

visitors throughout the 
fair.

“My primary goal al-
ways is to increase the 
knowledge base on the 
subject and increase the 
kids’ confidence in them-
selves, because I think 
that’s very important, 
that not only you have the 
knowledge base, but you 
have the confidence that 
you know you know what 
you know,” Blomquist 
said.

“And I think that a lot 
of events at the fair and 
through FFA kind of help 
with that and put kids in 
relatively uncomfortable 
situations that they may-
be wouldn’t put them-
selves in, but those are 
where the most growth 
happens,” Blomquist said.

The Wednesday be-
fore the fair is haul-in 
day, when the kids bring 
their animals to the fair-
grounds, set up their 
pens, and decorate the 
barns.

On Thursday morning, 
starting around 5 a.m., 
the kids begin washing 
and clipping their ani-
mals to prepare them for 
the fair. 

By 9 a.m., they start 
showing their animals 
in various classes, with 
pigs and sheep judged 

in different pens. The 
judging continues until 
early afternoon, when 
the grand champion and 
reserve grand champion 
are announced.

The next morning, the 
kids will start early again, 
preparing their animal 
for the day. 

Friday morning shows 
are about showmanship, 
so judges will look to see 
if the animal is clean and 
well groomed and how 
well the kids handle their 
animals. 

There is a constant 
flow of work at the fair. 
They keep the barn and 
their pens clean, feed and 
water the animals, and 
groom them. 

Amsden said many of 
the kids have sports prac-
tices they attend after 
their showing duties. Fair 
days can make for some 
long days of hard work.

Saturday morning is 
the auction when the stu-
dents sell their animals.

Throughout the day, 
the kids have “barn duty,” 
where they spend about 
two hours in their as-
signed barn, such as the 
sheep barn, answering 
questions from the pub-
lic and keeping the area 
clean and presentable. 

FFA members work 

hard to earn their time at 
the fair, but they also have 
community and parent 
support.

“The Chelan Manson 
community or the valley 
has always supported 
our kids wonderfully, 
whether it be at the live-
stock sale or through 
fundraisers or whatever,” 
Amsden said. 

“You know, the kids get 
very well supported in 
this valley.” 

Local businesses help 
to support the kids as 
well by helping with the 
cost of raising the animal 
or by purchasing the ani-
mal at the sale.

“You know, the par-
ents are very support-
ive,” Amsden said. “They 
do the meals, they do 
the dinners, they do the 
breakfasts for the kids. 
They’re in there taking 
pictures. They’re writing 
names down. They’re get-
ting, you know, all the ad-
vertisements done. So the 
parents are a big deal.” 

The Chelan FFA alumni 
have a school farm across 
from the rodeo grounds. 
It is open to all FFA and 
4-H kids in the valley. If 
they don’t have a place at 
their house to keep their 
animals, they may keep 
them at the school farm.

“If a kid wants to (raise 
an animal), we always 
try and find a place so he 
has an opportunity if he 
doesn’t have one,” Ams-
den said.

B o t h  A m s d e n  a n d 
Blomquist know that the 
kids will take the knowl-
edge and skills they learn 
with them when their 
high school FFA time is 
over.

“I think that the com-
munity that we live in is 
still as much as we like to 
think, that it’s all tourist 
based, the primary year-
round industry around 
here is agriculture, and I 
think that it is a school’s 
duty to prepare their kids 
and their students to best 
succeed in their area,” 
Blomquist said. 

“And I think having that 
knowledge base in this 
area is very important 
because not only does it 
keep businesses going 
that have been around 
since the founding of 
this valley, but it pro-
vides useful knowledge,” 
Blomquist said. 

“It provides knowledge 
of the natural world that 
sometimes gets swept to 
the wayside.”

Quinn Propst: 509-731-3590 
or quinn@ward.media.   
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A grower-owned fruit packing cooperative. 
Quality and Excellence since 1913. 

bluebirdpears.com

We support the Chelan County Fair

Fall Flea Market Saturday,  September  21st

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Rain or Shine
www.appleannieantiques.comWE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

9 a.m. – 6 p.m. Daily (509) 782-4004

Community support, hard work cultivate success for Chelan FFA students
By Quinn Propst 
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CHELAN – The Chelan 
FFA program offers a wide 
range of opportunities 
for students, extending 
beyond animal showing to 
include valuable life skills. 

While many students 
participate without show-
ing animals, those who do 
are committed to caring 
for their animals for sev-
eral months.

Students showing steers 
will get their animal in 
the fall of the previous 
year, so they will care for 
it for about ten months. 
Students showing other 
livestock get their ani-
mals in the spring. They 
spend a lot of time work-
ing with and caring for 
their animals to get them 
ready for the fair, Chelan 
FFA Advisor Amanda Mat-
tingly said.

Now, all of that hard 
work will culminate at the 
Chelan County Fair, where 
the students will show and 
sell their livestock.

At the fair, students 
showcase their animals in 
various competitions, in-
cluding market shows and 
showmanship events. They 
also engage in additional 
contests like livestock judg-
ing and poultry handling.

There are 23 Chelan 
students participating, and 
most have more than one 
animal, Mattingly said. 

They will show steers, 
pigs, goats, lambs, ducks, 
rabbits and this year there 
will be one horse.

The experience teaches 
them responsibility, con-
fidence, and money man-
agement, Mattingly said. 

The students pay for the 
animal and its food them-
selves. However, some pro-
grams are in place to help 
kids who can’t afford to buy 
and feed their animals.

The FFA Alumni Booster 
Club supports first-year 
students by purchasing 
their animals and feed 
if they cannot. After the 
students sell their ani-
mals at the fair, they use 
the proceeds to repay the 
alumni. This system al-
lows the students to fund 
their own projects in the 
following year.

“So it’s pretty cool like 
that,” she said. “We have 
that ability to do that 
where we can get kids 
started, and maybe they 
wouldn’t have been able 
to afford it their first year. 
But if the alumni can help 
them start, then they can 
fund the project for years 
to come.”

“So we’re really, really 

fortunate that we have 
that Booster Club, and they 
have the ability to pay for 
that stuff up front for the 
kids,” she said.

Another community 
support that helps FFA 
kids is the school farm. If 
a student can’t keep their 
animal at home they can 
keep it at the school farm.

The Manson Chelan 
Youth Fair Fund plays a 
crucial role in supporting 
local livestock showmen 
by ensuring that all kids, 
whether in 4-H, FFA, or 
Grange, Chelan, or Man-
son, receive the necessary 
support to participate in 
fairs. This fund is vital to 
the program’s success, 
helping coordinate meat 
sales for community mem-
bers who want fresh meat 
without attending the fair 
auction. 

The support from the 
FFA alumni, the school 
farm, and this fund is es-
sential for the program’s 
operations.

“So they’re also really 
important to the success of 
this program,” she said. “So 
our FFA Alumni, our school 
farm, and the Chelan Man-
son Youth Fair Fund, like 
we would not be able to 
do anything that we do 
without them.”

Even with community 
support, the kids still have 
a lot of work to do before 
and during the fair.

“There are long days,” 
Mattingly said. “I always 
tell the kids before they 
sign up to do it that there is 
nothing tired like fair tired 
but that it’s worth it, and 
all the kids that do it will 
agree that it’s worth it.”

During fair week, FFA 

students prepare by deco-
rating their stalls and mov-
ing in livestock. Thursday 
features a market show 
to evaluate animal qual-
ity, and Friday focuses on 
showmanship, assessing 
how well students have 
trained their animals. Sat-
urday is the auction, and 
Sunday involves various 
contests like livestock judg-
ing and poultry evalua-
tion. Throughout the fair, 
students are responsible 
for cleaning stalls and be-
ing available in the barn to 
answer public questions, 
helping to connect with the 
community.

During the fair, students 
must wake up early to clean 
their stalls and animals 
before the public arrives. 
They also take turns on 
barn duty to ensure some-
one is always available to 

answer visitors’ questions. 
“That’s kind of like the 

intent or the role of the 
county fair is to make that 
connection with the pub-
lic,” she said. “So that’s why 
the kids have to have to 
stand there and make those 
connections. And then, they 
do obviously eat a lot of fair 
food and go on rides, too.”

Students work regu-
larly with their animals, 
such as walking pigs each 
day to build stamina for 
show competitions. They 
also wash and groom ani-
mals like lambs, goats, and 
steers, often daily, to keep 
them cool and promote 
hair growth, resulting in 
the well-groomed appear-
ance seen at shows.

“The kids always say 
the thing they learned the 
most is the responsibil-
ity,” she said. “But the way 
that they talk about it, it’s 
more like the confidence in 
their responsibility of they 
didn’t know they could do 
it, and now they know they 
can do it.”

Mattingly said her favor-
ite thing about helping the 
kids show their animals is 
seeing the confidence stu-
dents gain through work-
ing with animals.

Quinn Propst: 509-731-3590 
or quinn@ward.media.   

Chelan FFA students work 
with their hogs to prepare for 
showing the animals at the 
Chelan County Fair.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHELAN FFA   
FFA students wash and groom their animals regularly to help 
them beat the heat and to keep their coats nice.
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resent the culmination of 
months of work for these 
young farmers, providing 
them with practical expe-
rience in the agricultural 
sector.

Local businesses and 
community members are 
urged to participate in 
the auction, continuing a 
tradition of backing youth 
in agriculture. The event 
showcases the students’ 
achievements while un-
derscoring the ongoing 

importance of agriculture 
in Chelan County’s econo-
my and culture.

Cashmere FFA will have 
36 Hogs, 13 Lambs, 1 Steer, 
and 1 Goat. Cashmere FFA 
members participating in 
this year’s fair include:

Hogs
Joseph Acton,  Jada 

Baty, Addy Burger, Corbin 
Burger, Kate Croci, Braden 
Dahlstrom, Paige Dart, 
Prin Fox, Jesse Hall, Ja-
cob Holladay, Haile James, 
Sam James, Ella Kenoy-
er, Keenan Knoll, Taylor 
Kunz, Allie McKenna, Lo-
gan Musser, Amia Mutch, 
David Odenrider, Aubrey 
Potter, Brody Potter, Car-
son Potter, Logan Potter, 
Liliana Ruiz, Peighton 
Sadler, Logan Spies, Mat-
thew Smith, Rylee Snod-

grass, Elly Steele, Colton 
Stendera, Madisyn Stoffel, 
Levi Strutzel, Ethan Theiss 
and Ellie Weber.

Lambs
Brianna Castro, Miranda 

Castro, Abigail Kim, Syd-
ney Mazur, Ada Missal, 
Kyla Neal, Gracie Nieman, 
Aleida Nolasco, Adi Poole, 
Lucy Ray, Faith Smith and 
Eliana Thomas.

Steers
Amelia Flick
Goats
Logan Lindsay

Recently the group vis-
ited Kirk Wallace, who 
raises falcons. 

“It was really cool,” 
Manly said. 

“The kids got to hold the 
hawk on their arm and ev-
erything, so they learned 
about that. That’s part of 
the program, is to, you 
know, learn more things 
about animals or what-
ever it could be anything.”

The kids do not need to 
have an animal to partici-
pate in the fair. They can 
enter “still life” exhibits, 
such as artwork, plants, 
or other creative projects. 

“We encourage the kids, 
you know, to do that, be-
sides having an animal to 
do some kind of artwork 
or something like that, and 
they get ribbons,” he said.

Not only do the kids 

earn ribbons but they 
can win money for their 
projects, too.

“So it’s a good program 
for the kids,” he said. “I 
make them totally re-
sponsible for themselves. 
When we go to the farm-
ers market, they cook the 
cookies and then they 
actually do the selling and 
counting of the money.”

“You know and these 
are little kids,” he said. 
“And my whole belief in 
any program like this 
working with kids, is you 
set the bar as high as you 
can, and they’re gonna 
meet it. They’re gonna do 
the work they need to do 
to meet it. And it’s true. 
I just totally believe that. 
All these kids are very 
respectful, just, it’s a great 
program.” 

Three years ago, Manly 
and other Manson resi-
dents joined the Manson 
Grange, which was pretty 

stagnant at the time. 
Each of them began 

helping with different 
aspects of the Grange. 
Since then, the Grange 
has revitalized and is in 
the middle of a capital 
campaign to improve the 
facility.

“Because back in the 
day, the Grange was the 
hub of the town, that’s 
where everything hap-
pened,” he said. “We’re 
trying to get that back. 
And so the part I took was 
the part about the youth, 
because in any organiza-
tion, the youth are going 
to be your future leaders.” 

In January, new fami-
lies may join the Youth 
Fairs programs. Right 
now, there are 32 mem-
bers, and Manly said he 
will probably cap it at 40. 
For more information, 
visit mansongrange.com 
or email Norm Manly at 
normmanly@yahoo.com.

We are honored to care for everyone in your 
family, from your very youngest to your most 
senior member. That’s what partners do.

Schedule today!
509-548-5815 
cascademedical.org

Your first call to your first 
visit in a matter of weeks! 

Dr. Mark Wefel, MD

Cashmere FFA students to showcase 51 market 
animals at Chelan County Fair auction
NCW NEWS 
Ward Media

CASHMERE – The Cash-
mere Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) chapter 
will have a strong showing 
at the upcoming Chelan 
County Fair, set for Sep-
tember 4-8, 2024. The 
organization reports that 
49 of its members will 
exhibit market animals at 
the event.

Students will transport 
their livestock to the fair-
grounds on Wednesday, 
September 4. The auction 
is scheduled for 10:00 
a.m. on Saturday, Sep-
tember 7. Cashmere FFA 
members will offer 36 
hogs, 13 lambs, one steer, 
and one goat for sale.

The auction provides 

several options for po-
tential buyers to support 
the young agriculturists. 
Purchasers can acquire 
animals for personal con-
sumption, with local pro-
cessing available. They 
can also buy an animal 
and then sell it to a packer 
buyer at a pre-established 
market price, effectively 
offering financial support 
to the student exhibitors.

For those unable to at-
tend the auction in per-

son, the fair’s website will 
feature an “Exhibitor Sup-
port” form, allowing direct 
financial contributions to 
specific students.

FFA advisor Rusty Finch 
stresses the value of com-
munity support for these 
agricultural projects, not-
ing that the program helps 
students develop key skills 
in animal husbandry and 
business management.

The Chelan County Fair 
and livestock auction rep-

Manson Grange 
Youth Fairs Program
Continued from page 7
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Chelan 4-H Club shapes future leaders
By Quinn Propst 
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CHELAN – The Chelan 
Caballeros 4-H club has 
been encouraging future 
leaders in the valley for 
many years. 

It originally started as 
a horse 4-H club but has 
changed over the years to 
a livestock club. 

The kids show chickens, 
goats, and steers, club 
leader Erin Mudd said.

Currently, the club has 
26 members. 

“Our kids start the pro-
cess of getting ready for 
the fair in October of the 
year prior to the fair they 
will be showing in,” Mudd 
said. 

“So, 11 months of prep 
to get themselves and 
their projects to fair.” 

The majority of project 
animals are purchased in 
April or May. For members 
showing steers, their work 
starts earlier. 

Steers are purchased 
in November, so they are 
easier to train before they 
reach their goal weight of 
1,300 to 1,400 lbs.

Members with chickens 
and hobby goats usually 

own their animals for nu-
merous years, so they get 
the opportunity to show 
them at multiple fairs.

“Our members work 
very hard to get their 
animals trained and to 
the target market weight, 
many hours are spent 
feeding, watering, wash-
ing, and training go into 
their animals before they 
get to take them to fair,” 
she said.

Members learn many 
skills from participating in 
4H, raising their projects, 
and showing at the fair.

“(They learn) hard 
work, dedication, and ac-
countability from spend-
ing so many hours tak-
ing care of and training 
their animals which shines 
through when they bring 
them to fair,” Mudd said. 

“They also get a sense 
of teamwork, as they help 
each other with projects 
and during barn duty at 
fair.”

They also learn pub-
lic speaking from proj-
ects and demonstrations 
throughout the year. 

“Another neat part of 
raising market animals is 
learning financial respon-

sibility,” Mudd said. 
“Our members must pay 

for their projects as well 
as their feed and all the 
items to care for them.”

“First-year members 
get help from their par-
ents, of course, to get the 
ball rolling, but the goal in 
the end is to make enough 
money to cover all expens-
es then save the remain-
ing for the next year’s 
project cost,” she said.

This year, members 
learned how to give vac-
cinations to their animals. 
Some Chelan FFA mem-
bers gave a presentation 
on the correct ways to 
vaccinate their animals. 
The kids got the chance to 
practice on oranges. 

“Our kids absolutely 
loved it,” she said.

“Getting the opportu-
nity to raise your own 
animal is priceless, the 
kids learn so many critical 
life skills throughout the 
whole process,” she said.

“I am so lucky to get 
to help navigate these 
kids and their families 
through this process,” 
she said. 

Mudd was raised on a 
cattle ranch and partici-

market animal sounded 
like a solid idea.”

Much like his sister, Pip-
kin learns each day about 
the difficulties and respon-
sibilities of raising large 
domesticated animals.

“Every morning I feed 
my steer,” he said as he ex-
plained the constant dedi-
cation required to care for 
a market animal. “I check 
his water throughout the 
day, and in the evening, I 
work on training him to 
behave well in the arena 
and to look presentable 
while showing.” 

Through the responsibil-
ity required of raising such 
a large animal, Pipkin con-
tinues to learn a great deal 
of important life lessons. 

“I’ve learned determi-
nation, consistency, and 
lots of overall knowledge 
about raising an animal,” 
Pipkin concluded with 
satisfaction. 

Similarly to Libby Pip-

kin, 11-year-old Wyatt 
Beem plans to show off a 
market pig, displaying his 
3 years of work in raising 
them. 

Looking ahead to an-
other opportunity to show 
his pig, Beem discusses 
what his experience at the 
fair usually looks like. 

“A typical day at Chelan 
County Fair begins with 
me cleaning out her stall 
and replacing it with fresh 
bedding,” Beem explained. 
“I then take her to the wash 
station for a good scrub-
bing. Then, I make sure she 
has fresh water and feed.” 

Before working with 
market pigs, Beem already 
had an interest in raising 
animals, and now that he’s 
on his third year in 4-H, he 
looks back with no regrets.

“I wanted to raise an ani-
mal and take it to Chelan 
County Fair,” he comment-
ed, expanding on his satis-
faction to have joined the 
Barn Kids 4-H Club. “Both 
my parents encouraged 
me to do it as well because 

it’s a great experience.”
If Beem’s learned one 

thing from his years of 
caring for pigs, it’s the need 
for consistency in provid-
ing everything they need 
to stay healthy, even the 
small things.

“How important it is to 
take care of your animal 
numerous times a day,” he 
shared. “She needs fresh 
water and feed a couple 
times a day, along with giv-
ing her cool mud to lay in.” 

As their excitement 
builds for the upcoming 
Chelan County Fair, Cash-
mere 4-H club members 
continue the dedicated 
daily care of their animals 
and projects, constantly 
feeding them, grooming 
them, training them, and 
cleaning their enclosures. 
Looking forward to rep-
resenting the local area, 
these kids can’t wait to 
show off all their hard 
work!

Will Nilles: (509) 731-3211 
or will@ward.media

pated in 4-H from age five 
through high school. She 
was also a member of the 
Kittitas FFA Chapter.

“I had the opportunity 
to show geese and goats 

until I was old enough 
to show market animals, 
and that is when I started 
showing steers,” she said. 

“To this day, I still use 
many things I learned 

growing up in 4H in my 
day-to-day life with my 
family as well as at work.” 

Quinn Propst: 509-731-3590 
or quinn@ward.media.   

CASHMERE 4-H
Continued from page 6
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Chelan County Fair Exhibitor Map
1. Store Building
2. Events Center/Dinner Bell
3. Restrooms
4. Food Booths
5. Bleachers
6. Bleachers
7. Vendor Booths
8. 4-H
9. Gazebo-Flag Pole
10. Main Gate
11. Fairgrounds Office
12. Entertainment Center
13. Boswell Building-
 Horticulture Floriculture, Grange

14. Wilken Building, Home Economics
15. Clements Building, Youth Exhibits
16. Creative Art Building
17. Restrooms/Showers
18. Stage
19. A.m.erican Legion
20. Centennial Pavillion
21. Horse Barn
22. Restrooms
23. Arena
24. Warm-up Arena
25. Beef Barn
26. Swine Barn

Chelan County Fair Grounds • 509-782-3232
5700 Wescott Drive • Cashmere


