
By Quinn Propst
Ward Media Staff Reporter

MANSON – The Manson Grange 
Youth Fairs program had a successful 
showing at the Chelan County Fair, 
with 27 students participating.

This was the group’s second year 
of going to the fair. They brought 20 
animals and numerous still life entries, 

Manson Grange Youth Fairs Program 
Leader Norm Manly said. 

“We received many positive com-
ments from FAA and 4-H leaders as 
well as fair visitors on how well our 
kids represented the Manson Grange,” 
Manly said. “We are very proud of our 
students.”

The event provided an educational 
platform for young members, prepar-
ing them for future participation in 4-H 
and FFA programs. 

Denali Lewman won several ribbons 
for her still life entries and for showing 
her Lavender Orpington chicken.

“I enjoyed learning about how to 
show the different types of animals 
and all the different exhibits; it was 
fun hanging out with the FFA kids 

and learning about judging produce,” 
Denali said.

Janell Lyman has three children 
in the Youth Fairs program, Andrew, 
Hunter, and Lilly. 

“I think fair went really well,” Lyman 
said. “I know my kids learned from par-
ticipating this year.”

“All three worked really hard on 
decorating the display board that went 
above their pig’s stall; they received 
a 2nd place award for their work,” 
Lyman said. “Our kids won a 2nd place 
Barn Herdsmanship, that award is 
given to livestock exhibitors to recog-
nize the care of their animals. Hunter 
won Reserve Grand Champion for 
“showmanship”, Andrew won Reserve 
Grand Champion in “market showing” 

and Grand Champion “fitting and 
showing”.”

Robin, Nick, Katelyn, and Lucas 
Pittman had to pivot when, two days 
before the fair, they lost part of their 
flock of ducks to a dog attack.

Their lead duck, Miss Popcorn, was 
injured and could not be entered in 
the fair. 

“For Katelyn, being in the Grange 
Youth Fairs program has given her 
confidence to work through the disap-
pointments and last-minute changes,” 
Robin said. “It wasn’t easy bringing 
Speedy, an angry feral duck to fair, but 
she did it and she did it well. Speedy, 
appropriately named, escaped several 

By Quinn Propst
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CHELAN – Nonprofits in the Chelan 
Valley will have the opportunity to 
come together to network, foster part-
nerships, and raise awareness of avail-
able services at the first-ever Chelan 
Valley Non-Profit Open House on 
Wednesday, October 16, from 4 to 6 
p.m. at the Chelan Senior Center.

Nonprofits may still sign up to 
participate by emailing lccscouncil@
gmail.com or online at https://Nonprof-
itopenhouse.rsvpify.com.

The event, co-sponsored by the Lake 
Chelan Community Services Council 

and the Chelan Senior Center, is free 
and open to the public.

At the open house, community 
members can connect with local non-
profits, explore volunteer opportuni-
ties, and learn about available ser-
vices.

The Lake Chelan Community Ser-
vices Council’s mission is to provide 
leadership and resources to address 
significant community needs.

Over the years, the Lake Chelan 
Community Services Council has 
donated to a large number of organi-
zations. The council invites organiza-
tions to come and talk to them about 
what they do, what project they need 

help with, what their budget looks like, 
etc. longtime volunteer Mary Murphy 
said. 

Then, the council deliberates and 
decides if they can give to the project 
and how much.

“And we thought, well, you know, 
a lot of these nonprofits need to know 
what each other is doing so they can 
partner with them,” Murphy said. 
“You know, do projects together, 
support one another, refer people to 
them. And so that’s what we started 
talking about.”

“So many people say, ‘Oh, I didn’t 
know about that,’ or ‘I didn’t know 
that they did this’,’” she said. “And so 

we think this is a great opportunity for 
people to just come, like a big shop-
ping mall, and they can see, you know, 
people that are doing all these wonder-
ful things in their community.”

At the beginning of the event, 
Council President Kathy Miller will 
introduce each organization and share 
its mission, what it does, and its loca-
tion in the room.

“So it’s a way of just introducing 
these organizations to each other 
without having each of the members 
come up and do that on their own,” 
Murphy said. “Because that would 
take a lot more time, and we want 
people to be able to mingle in the com-

munity, to mingle and talk with these 
organizations. Because I think that’s 
where really the magic happens.”

The council hopes to make this an 
annual event because organizations 
change and leadership changes. Col-
laboration and support between the 
nonprofits is critically important, 
Murphy said.

“And having just an in face, you 
know, in person experience doing that 
rather than email and phone, we think, 
is great,” she said. “Just much more 
personal.” 
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or quinn@ward.media
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Chelan Valley nonprofits unite for first-ever open house
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CHELAN – The City of Chelan 
opened applications for its Commu-
nity Benefit Grant program for the 
2025 fiscal year. The program, previ-
ously known as Community Agency 
Funding, supports local non-profit or-
ganizations enhancing the quality of 
life in this rural lakeside community.

The grant opportunity is part of the 
city’s annual budget process, provid-
ing financial support to projects and 
programs aligning with Chelan’s goals 
of fostering a vibrant, connected, and 
sustainable community.

The city encourages eligible organi-
zations to apply and present proposals 
demonstrating their contributions to 
community well-being and develop-
ment.

Key deadlines for the application 
process include:

•	 October 2 at 5:00 p.m.: Deadline 
to contact Cailey Couch to schedule a 
presentation during the City Council 
Budget Workshop.

•	 October 9 at 5:00 p.m.: Deadline for 
online submission of completed appli-
cations.

•	 October 15 at 4:00 p.m.: Scheduled 
time for presentations.

City staff and legal counsel will 
review applications to ensure they 
meet the city’s objectives and legal 
restrictions regarding the use of public 
funds. Interested organizations can 
find more information and access the 
application form at www.cityofchelan.
us/grants. Additional inquiries can be 
directed to Cailey Couch at (509) 682-
8010 or deputyclerk@cityofchelan.us.

The grant program supports orga-
nizations sharing the city’s vision of 
creating a thriving, safe, and welcom-
ing environment for all.

Chelan opens 
applications 
for 2025 
Community 
Benefit Grants

COURTESY OF THE MANSON 
GRANGE YOUTH FAIRS PROGRAM  
Manson Grange Youth Fairs member 
Denali Lewman won several ribbons 
for her still life entries and for 
showing her Lavender Orpington 
chicken at the Chelan County Fair.

Manson Grange Youth Fairs Program celebrates fair success

Chelan County Fair seeks 
applicants for next rodeo queen
By Quinn Propst
Ward Media Staff Reporter

Calling all cowgirls, the Chelan 
County Fair and Rodeo is seeking ap-
plicants for the 2024-2025 Rodeo Queen. 

“The rewards for competing in the 
Chelan County Rodeo Queen Pageant 
are substantial,” Chelan County Fair 
representatives said in a social media 
post. 

“Each participant has the oppor-
tunity to garner one of the richest 
experiences of her life and, at the same 
time, create a solid foundation for her 
future endeavors. Lifelong friendships 
are made, and many doors are opened 
to participants.”

“It’s a great experience to have, and 
it helps you grow as a person,” Queen 
Coordinator Kristen Mattson said.

To be considered, applicants must 
be between the ages of 17 and 23, 
reside in or attend school in Chelan, 
Douglas, Okanogan, or Grant coun-
ties, have riding and horsemanship 
skills, and have knowledge of Chelan 
County, rodeo, and the western life-
style.

Applications can be found on the 
Chelan County Fair website at chelan-
countyfair.com. The application dead-
line is Oct. 1 by 3 p.m.

Applicants must attend a two-hour, 
mandatory orientation at 7 p.m. on 
Oct. 1 at the Tillicum Riders Club 
House, which is adjacent to the Chelan 
County Fairgrounds in Cashmere.

Applicants will compete in the Oct. 
13 pageant at the Tillicum Riders Club 
House in Cashmere.

Prospective queens will compete in 
several segments, including personal 
interviews, horsemanship skills, mod-
eling presentations, speech delivery, 
and impromptu questions.

A panel of judges will evaluate con-
testants in these categories.

Mattson said the judges are looking 
for someone who is proud to represent 

the Chelan County Fair and Rodeo.
The 2024-2025 queen will be present-

ed with a variety of awards, sponsored 
items, and royalty accessories to be 
worn during the year of her reign. 

She will participate in a year of 
community events, public speaking, 
parades, luncheons, and rodeos while 
serving as a goodwill ambassador for 
the Chelan County Fair and Rodeo.

The new Rodeo Queen will be 
only the second queen to represent 
the Chelan County Fair and Rodeo. 
Austyn Robinson is the first-ever 
Chelan County Rodeo Queen and has 
represented the county for the last 
year.

Mattson said Robinson did an 
amazing job and should be proud of 
her accomplishments.

The first year of the program was 
a success and Robinson was well re-

Current Chelan County Fair Rodeo Queen Austyn Robinson represented the 
fair and the sport of Rodeo in the community and beyond. The Chelan County 
Fair is now seeking applications for the next Rodeo Queen.

Austyn Robinson is the first-ever 
Chelan County Fair Rodeo Queen for 
2023-2024. The Chelan County Fair is 
now seeking applications for the next 
Rodeo Queen.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF  
SWOBODA PHOTOGRAPHY

See RODEO QUEEN Page A6

See MANSON GRANGE Page A2

Fall Garden &
A 8  –  A 10
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Get your event in the spotlight with Ward Media!
If you have an exciting event to share, email Reporter Quinn Propst at quinn@ward.media. We’ll showcase the five most 
captivating events of the week, giving your event the recognition it deserves. Even if your event isn’t among the top five, 
it will still be added to our events calendar and featured online. Don’t miss this chance to make your event shine! 5 

things to do
this week

Author Teri Fink visit
The Chelan Public Library 

will host Teri Fink’s author 
visit at the Lake Chelan Book 
Club on Thursday, September 
26, from 3 to 4 p.m.“Meet the 
author of our September book 
selection, The Clovis Dig,” the 
event page states.

For more information, visit 
ncwlibraries.org.

Craft Night at the Cove
The Cove Wine and Games 

will host a craft night with 
Scandinative on Thursday, 
September 26, from 5:30 to 
8 p.m. “Join us at The Cove 
Wine and Games for a bi-
weekly craft night with local 
artist Vada Morrison of Scan-
dinative,” the event page 
states. 

“Whether you’re working on 
a painting, drawing photos of 

your cat, or want to try some-
thing new. Craft Nights at The 
Cove are the place to be. 

For more information, visit 
insidethecove.com.

Lake Chelan  
Chamber Gala

The Lake Chelan Chamber 
will hold its Member Gala on 
Friday, September 27, from 
5:30 to 8 p.m. at Cider Press in 
Manson.

“The Lake Chelan Chamber 
of Commerce is proud to host 
their Annual Member Gala at 
the brand new Cider Press at 
Manson Growers,” the event 
page states. 

“This event is held for the 
membership to honor their 
year, hard work of the com-
munity and the contributions 
made from all. The Lake 
Chelan Chamber invites their 

members and guests to 
join in the celebra-
tion.”

For more infor-
mation, visit 
lakechelan.com.

Twisp Fest
The annual Twisp Fest 

will be on Friday, September 
27, and Saturday, September 
28. “Join us for an unforget-
table celebration of community 
and harvest season at Twisp 
Fest in Twisp’s Downtown Cre-
ative District,” the event page 
states. 

“This vibrant two-day event 
is packed with activities for 
all ages, including live music 
and dance performances, an 
art market featuring regional 
creators, fun games, shopping 
specials, and a wide selection 
of seasonal food and drinks.”

For more information and 
a schedule of events, visit 
twispwa.com.

Hydrofest in Manson Bay
The Manson Chamber of 

Commerce will host the Hydro-
fest in Manson Bay on Septem-
ber 27-29.

“This is an exciting, family-

friendly event that draws hun-
dreds of people to the Lake 
Chelan Valley for two and 
a half days,” the event page 
states. “Mark your calendars 
for the last weekend in Sep-
tember of 2024!.”

For more information, visit 
mansonchamber.com.
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Letters to the Editor
A Fresh Choice for 
Chelan County  
Commissioner

In today’s politically uncer-
tain climate, the decisions you 
make about who represents 
you in local government have 
never been more critical. Many 
people may not fully under-
stand the role of a county 
commissioner or the signifi-
cant influence we hold. 

Having served as your 
county commissioner for the 
past four years, I am confi-
dent that Flint Hartwig is the 
right choice for Chelan County 
Commissioner. I’d like to take 
a moment to share just a few 
of his impressive endorse-
ments: Chris Willoughby and 
Brandt Cappell, primary candi-
dates for Chelan County Com-
missioner, District 3; Selland 
Construction; Shiloh Burgess; 
longtime past PUD Com-
missioner Ann Congdon; the 
Goodfellow Brothers; Building 
North Central Washington; and 
myself. While I could simply 
urge you to trust us and vote 
for Flint, it’s essential that you 
take the time to meet him and 
make your own decision.

Don’t just vote for a famil-
iar name. We do not need 
another career politician. 
Vote for common sense, for 
someone who truly represents 
the people. Flint is a local busi-
nessman who understands 
the perspective of those he 

serves. He won’t be beholden 
to Olympia or special inter-
ests. Flint is the kind of person 
who’d give you the shirt off his 
back. A man that can engage 
respectfully in a debate, even 
if you disagree. He’s a straight 
shooter, hoping to earn your 
vote with his down-to-earth, 
no-nonsense approach. 

If you’ve already made up 
your mind but haven’t yet met 
Flint, he’s worth a conversation. 
You can text or call him di-
rectly at 509-264-8204. Prefer 
to meet him in person? Join us 
at one of his upcoming meet-
and-greet events, hosted by 
some of our community’s won-
derful businesses:

-	September 30 from 6 
p.m.-8 p.m.: Blue Spirits at 1310 
Hwy 2 in Leavenworth

-	October 8 from 6 p.m.-8 
p.m.: WineGirl Wines at 222 E 
Wapato Way in Manson

-	October 10 from 6 p.m.-8 
p.m.: Columbia Valley Brewing 
at 538 Riverside Drive in 
Wenatchee

There will be delicious food 
and drinks available for pur-
chase, so come by, say hello, 
and see for yourself why Flint 
is the best choice for Chelan 
County Commissioner. 

Your voice and your vote 
matter. The future of Chelan 
County is in your hands.

Tiffany Gering
Chelan County Commissioner, 
District 3

Opposes Capital  
Gains Tax Repeal

As a concerned resident of 
our community, I am writing to 
express my strong opposition 
to Initiative 2109, which seeks 
to repeal the capital gains 
excise tax in Washington State. 
My wife and I fall within the de-
mographic that this bill would 
ostensibly benefit, yet we 
firmly believe that its passage 
would inflict significant harm 
on our community and the vital 
services we rely on.

The capital gains tax is de-
signed to ensure that those 
who benefit most from our 
economy contribute fairly to 
the funding of essential and 
widely necessary public ser-
vices, such as education, road 
maintenance, healthcare, etc. 
Repealing this tax would result 
in a loss of approximately $900 
million annually – funds that 
directly support our schools, 
early learning programs, and 
public services that many fam-
ilies depend on. The education 
of our children is one of THE 
most important

•	 The capital gains tax is a 
7% tax on profits over $250,000 
from the sale of stocks or 
bonds.

•	 Proceeds from retirement 
accounts, real estate, farm and 
timber land and small busi-
nesses are exempt.

•	 Less than 1% of Washing-
tonians paid the tax. By design, 
most of us will never pay this 
tax.

•	 Revenue from the tax was 
almost $900 million in its first 
year.

•	 The first $500 million in 
revenue goes into the Educa-
tion Legacy Trust Account to 
fund early learning, childcare, 
and education. Any revenue 
over that goes into the School 
Construction Account.

Moreover, recent polls indi-
cate overwhelming support for 
taxing the wealthy, with nearly 
70% of Washington residents 
in favor of such measures. This 
demonstrates a clear recogni-
tion that a fair tax system is es-
sential for funding the services 
that benefit all of us.

As residents who have ben-
efited from our state’s eco-
nomic growth, we understand 
the importance of contributing 
to the common good. Elimi-
nating this tax would not only 
jeopardize crucial funding but 
would also set a dangerous 
precedent that could lead to 
further cuts in vital services. It 
is essential that we maintain a 
balanced approach to taxation 
that supports our community 
rather than undermines it.

We urge our fellow resi-
dents to consider the long-
term implications of Initia-
tive 2109. Let’s prioritize the 
well-being of our community 
and ensure that we continue 
to invest in the services that 
promote growth and prosper-
ity for all.

Sincerely,
Hans Mulders
Leavenworth

(509) 663-TECH | Sales@Firefly.ms
21 S Chelan Ave. Wenatchee, WA 
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NCW News 
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WENATCHEE – The Wash-
ington State University Exten-
sion Chelan-Douglas Master 
Gardener Program is accept-
ing applications for its 2025 
basic training course, begin-
ning in January.

The program combines 
online learning modules 
through Washington State 
University with weekly in-per-
son classes. 

The curriculum covers 
botany, plant identification, 

soil science, entomology, 
lawns and herbaceous land-
scape plants, plant health care, 
integrated pest management, 
and plant diagnosis.

Classes run every Friday 
from January 17 to April 18, 
2025, from 9 a.m. to noon at the 
Douglas County Transporta-
tion & Land Services building 
in East Wenatchee.

The training costs $185, 
with an application deadline of 
October 15. 

Participants who complete 
the course and fulfill intern-
ship requirements receive cer-

tified WSU Master Gardener 
status.

The volunteer group pro-
motes environmentally re-
sponsible gardening practices 
and healthy living through 
gardening.

Interested individuals 
can find information and ap-
plication forms at www.bit.
ly/trainingMG. For details, 
contact Marco Martinez, coor-
dinator for the WSU Master 
Gardener program for Chelan 
and Douglas counties, at 
marco.martinez@wsu.edu or  
(509) 667-6540.

WSU Extension opens 
applications for 2025 
Master Gardener training

times, scratched, and bit her 
hard.” 

“Katelyn carried on and had 
a fantastic time bonding with 
her Grange friends, making new 
ones, and experiencing many 
new things,” Robin said. “She 
can’t wait for Chelan County 
Fair next year.” 

“My daughter, Anya and I 
had a great first experience at 
the fair,  she can’t wait to attend 
next year,” her mother Diane 
Tsao said. “I’m glad we were 
able to participate in the fair to-
gether this year,” Tsao said. “It 
was definitely one of the high-
lights of our summer.”

Kendal Alanis won several 
ribbons and had a great time at 
the fair, her mother, Kourtney 
Alanis, said.

“It was heartwarming to 
watch all the kids work togeth-
er, get along, and have lots of 
fun,” Kourtney said. 

Kenna Hie was proud to win 
several ribbons for her artwork, 
her grandmother Kim Ustanik 
said. “This was Kenna’s and my 
first year participating at the 
Chelan County Fair,” Ustanik 
said. “At only six years old, it’s 
quite the experience.”

The Youth Fairs program, 
similar to 4-H and FFA, focuses 

on preparing students ages five 
through eight for future par-
ticipation in FFA programs 
at Manson and Chelan High 
Schools. Its mission is to provide 
a supportive, educational envi-
ronment where young Grange 
members can build confidence, 
strengthen character, develop 
life skills, and learn self-disci-
pline. The Manson Youth Fairs 
group meets monthly on the 

third Monday at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Grange Hall.

For more information about 
the Youth Fairs program 
contact Norm Manly, Program 
Leader at 509-293-0225 or email 
normmanly@yahoo.com.

Norm Manly contributed to this 
report.
Quinn Propst: 509-731-3590  
or quinn@ward.media

Manson Grange
Continued from page A1

COURTESY OF THE MANSON GRANGE YOUTH FAIRS PROGRAM  
Kim Ustanik is pictured with her granddaughter Kenna Hie. Hie, 
a member of Manson Grange Youth Fairs, participated in the 
Chelan County Fair for the first time this year. 
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Meetings

Monday

American Legion #108: First 
Monday, 7 p.m., Manson 
Parks & Recreation Building, 
142 Pedio St. Contact: Norm 
Manly, 509-293-0225.

Manson Grange Youth Fairs 
Program: Third Monday, 6 
p.m., Manson Grange Build-
ing, youth 5th-8th grade. 
Contact: Norm Manly,  
509-293-0225.

Family and friends Support 
Group: Third Monday, 
7-8:30 p.m., Grace Lutheran 
Church, 1408 Washington 
Street, Wenatchee. Contact:  
509-860-3620

Tuesday

Manson Community Council: 
Third Tuesday, 6 p.m., 
Manson Parks Department, 
142 Pedi St. In person or JOIN 
ZOOM MEETING: Meeting ID: 
865 5396 3012, Passcode: 
98831: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/86553963012?p
wd=feCLUlQkf3Z2TgEGDFvV
aCEHpFI6AB.1

Survivors of Suicide Loss 
Support Group: Second 
Tuesday, 7-8:30 p.m., 
Grace Lutheran Church, 
1408 Washington Street, 
Wenatchee. Contact: 509-
860-3620, website at:  
tcfwenatcheevalley.org

Lake Chelan Health Hospi-
tal board meeting: Fourth 
Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., board 
room at Lake Chelan Health, 
110 S. Apple Blossom Drive. 
in person or via the internet. 
Agenda, login information: 
lakechelanhealth.org

Manson Grange: Fourth 
Tuesday, 5 p.m., Manson 
Grange Hall on Wapato 
Way. Contact: Norm Manly,  
509-293-0225.

Wednesday

Manson Fire Dept. Board of 
Commissioners: Second 
Wednesday, 3:30 p.m., 
Station #51 - 250 West 
Manson Blvd., Manson. 
Meetings are in person. 
Contact: Reggie Trusel, Ad-
ministrative Assistant, 509-
687-3222. Agenda at man-
sonfire.org

Chelan Fire & Rescue Board 
of Commissioners: Third 
Wednesday, 3 p.m., Station 
#71, 232 E. Wapato Ave., 
Chelan. Meetings are in 
person and are held via 
ZOOM you can follow the 
link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/87284665516. Meeting 
ID: 872 8466 5516 or dial +1 
253 215 8782/ Contact: Misty 
Fifield, Administrative Assis-
tant, 509-682-4476. Agenda 
at chelan7.com

Death Cafe Chelan: Third 
Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., Chelan Public 
Library, 216 N. Emerson 
Street. Contact: Concie 

Luna or Vita Monteleone at  
monte419@nwi.net.

Thursday

Lake Chelan Lions Club: First 
and Third Thursdays, 9 a.m., 
Manson Parks Building, 142 
Pedoi St. 

Chelan Valley Republican 
Women: Second Thursday, 
6:30 p.m., Radiance Winery, 
71 Wapato Way, Manson. 
Guests, non-members, men 
welcome. Food, wine, bev-
erages available for pur-
chase. Arrive early so you 
have time to order. More info: 
Pam James, club president,  
425-343-2911. 

Family Caregivers/Support 
Group: Third Thursday, 
10 a.m.-11:30 a.m., Lake 
Chelan Chamber of Com-
merce, Coldwell Banker 
Board Room, 216 E. Woodin 
Avenue, Chelan.

Saturday

VFW #6853 Post Coffee/
Donuts, Every Saturday, 9-11 
a.m., 427 S. Bradley Street, 
donuts, coffee and conver-
sation.

Other Events

Free Blood Pressure Checks: 
Chelan Valley Communi-
ty Nurse program provide 
free, weekly blood pressure 
checks to the public 11:15 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., Wednes-
days, Chelan Senior Center, 
534 E. Trow Avenue, Chelan. 
For info: Catharine at 509-
679-9059, email: chelanval-
leycommunitynurse@gmail.
com.

Chelan Evening Farmers 
Market: Chelan Farmers 
Market Thursdays, 2-6 p.m., 
at Riverwalk Park, corner 
of Wapato Avenue and 
Emerson Street. Enjoy 25-60 
local vendors. Become a 
member or sign up for their 
newsletter chelanfarmer-
smarket.org. Runs through 
October 31.

SAIL Exercise Classes: SAIL 
(Stay Active & Independent 
for Life) fitness classes are 
offered at Chelan Senior 
Center on Monday and 
Wednesday, 1:15 p.m. 
Evening SAIL classes are 
Monday and Thursday eve-
nings, 5:30 p.m., Chelan 
Senior Center. SAIL classes 
are offered to residents of 
Heritage Heights Assisted 
Living on Mondays and 
Fridays at 2 p.m.

Chelan Valley Hope: Sep-
tember 15 - October 15 is 
Hispanic Heritage Month 
and we at Hope invite you 
to celebrate with us. This 
month celebrates commu-
nity pride, cultural aware-
ness, and creates a stronger 
more inclusive community. 
As a dedicated safe space, 
we make sure Hope is an 
inclusive and welcoming 
environment for all. Come 
visit Chelan Valley Hope at 
417 S. Bradley Street Monday 

- Thursday. Hope provides 
services at no cost to indi-
viduals and families in need. 
Serving the Chelan, Manson, 
Chelan Falls, Waterville, 
Entiat, Bridgeport, Mansfield, 
Pateros, and Orondo areas. 
Call 509-888-2114 for more 
information or to schedule 
an appointment.

Chelan Senior Meals: Served 
at Chelan Senior Center, 534 
E. Trow Avenue, Monday-
Friday. Suggested donation 
for seniors over age 60 is $5. 
Fee for persons under age 
60 is $12. Call 509-888-4440 
to reserve meals 24 hours 
in advance. For informa-
tion about Home Delivered 
Meals call 509-470-0522. 
Visit their website at www.
octn.org. Follow them on 
Facebook. 

Chelan Museum: The Chelan 
Museum on Woodin Avenue 
is open Tuesday-Saturday 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. For information: 
509-682-5644, or chelanmu-
seum.com

Household hazardous waste 
drop off: Chelan County 
Moderate Risk Waste Fa-
cility on Highway 97A in 
Wenatchee. Open the first 
Saturday of the month, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Open Tuesday 
through Friday at the same 
hours. Free service to Chelan 
County residents. For the 
list of items that the facility 
does, and does not accept, 
go to https://www.co.chelan.
wa.us/solid-waste-manage-
ment/pages/household-
hazardous-wastes

Lake Chelan Museum of 
Wildlife, Natural History 
& Art Gallery: Open to the 
public Wednesday- Sunday, 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m., April to 
October. Located at 21285 
Highway 97A, Chelan, north 
of the Knapp’s Hill Tunnel, 
approximately 10 minutes 
south of Chelan. 

Miller’s Auto Museum: Open 
Thursday–Saturday, 1-4 p.m. 
Entrance by donation only. 
Located at 20 Blue Water 
Lane in Chelan, off Hwy. 
150 on the road to Chelan 
Falls. For more info: 509-
679-9389

Glass Recycle: The Lake 
Chelan Rotary glass crusher, 
Paulie the Pulverizer’ was 
heavily 

damaged in a fire in July. No 
glass is being collected at 
this time. For updates go to 
911glassrescue.org 

Food Bank food distribution: 
Lake Chelan Food Bank 
food giveaway Saturday and 
Tuesday, 9 - 10 a.m. Drive 
through distribution at 417 
S. Bradley Street. Families 
are limited to one box per 
week. Information: lake-
chelanfoodbank.org Non 
perishable food donations 
may be dropped off at the 
Lake Chelan Mirror office, 
131 Apple Blossom Drive, 
Suite 109 (Chelan Business 
Center).

Any non-profit 501(c)-(3) group, 
person(s). Must provide: full name, 
city, phone number. Items pertain-
ing to local events that are free or 
minimum charge. Garage and 
Yard Sale Ads are paid events.  
To submit info call 509-682-2213 or 
email:ruth@ward.media

Local, Regional Community  
News & Events

September 13
6:44:36 911,1 Wapato Point Pkwy; 

Wapato
8:16:50 Parking/Abandon,300blk 

W Manson Rd 
8:56:45 Property,Stehekin, Ste-

hekin
8:57:17 Extra Patrol,S Emerson St 

& E Trow Ave
9:11:47 Littering,518 E Woodin 

Ave; Habitat
11:49:52 911,1576 Shady Pass Rd 
13:19:57 Assist Agency,730 Golf 

Course Rd 
13:55:42 Theft,108 N Apple 

Blossom Dr 
15:29:05 Marine,Sunnybank 
16:03:37 Weapons Violati,255 Wall 

St, Manson 
17:17:51 Drugs,126 E Johnson Ave 
17:54:02 Theft,219 E Johnson Ave; 

Lake Chelan
18:54:32  Animal Problem,Wapato 

Lake Rd & Overlake
18:55:08  Traffic Offense,2300blk 

W Woodin Ave 
20:29:02  Hazard,0blk Boyd Rd, 
21:38:33  911,22790 Us Hwy 97a

September 14
4:01:01 Alarm, 112 E Woodin Ave; 

Senor Fr
7:42:45 Accident No Inj, 721 E 

Woodin Ave# Ofc;
10:20:42 Assist Public, 35 Chest-

nut St 
11:09:05 Assist Agency, 266 

Kinsey Rd, Manson
12:25:21 Suspicious, 246 W 

Manson Rd; Parking L
13:45:02 Animal Problem, 800blk 

W Manson Rd 
15:04:09 Malicious Misch, 204 W 

Okanogan Ave 
15:37:09 Domestic Disturbance, 

518 Village Dr, Manson 
18:58:02 Noise, 2371 Albin Dr, 

Entiat 
19:08:42 Traffic Offense, E Woodin 

Ave & N Robinson
19:28:05 Suspicious, 223 San 

Remo Ln 

18:32:57 Marine, Lake Chelan City 
Area 

September 15
0:57:02 Noise, 703 E Wapato Ave 
1:01:36 Disturbance, 110 S Apple 

Blossom Dr 
2:30:39 Animal Problem, 14906 

Burkey St, Entiat 
5:14:16 Alarm, 112 E Woodin Ave; 

Senor Fr Ch
8:58:05 Parking/Abandon, 500blk 

N Emerson St 
9:49:46 Accident Injury, 22790 Us 

Hwy 97a, Chelan,  2
9:58:16 Parking/Abandon , 356 

Swartout Rd 
10:12:42 Traffic Offense, 310 W 

Manson Rd; Red Apple Ch
12:36:40 Welfare Check, 14425 

Olin St#  13, Entiat 
15:13:09 Traffic Offense, 1800blk 

W Woodin Ave 
15:24:26 Welfare Check, 239 Blue-

bell Ln 
18:14:03 Civil, 3169 Hedding St, 

Entiat 
18:29:42 Traffic Offense, 2300blk 

Albin Dr, Entiat 
19:26:02 Diversion, 15326 Lakev-

iew St, Entiat 
20:39:37 Diversion, 339 Apple 

Acres Rd#  132 
20:58:59 Welfare Check, 77 

Wapato Way; My Buddys Place
22:28:20 Harass/Threat , 50 Red 

Hill Rd

September 16
5:01:37 Alarm, 1000 Totem Pole 

Rd; Manson
9:25:31 Court Order Violation, 730 

Golf Course Rd
12:22:56 Assist Public, 12200blk S 

Lakeshore Rd
14:19:39 Domestic Disturbance, 

100blk Mill Rd, Manson 
16:01:05 Theft, 108 N Apple 

Blossom Dr 
16:39:38 Traffic Offense, E Woodin 

Ave & N Bradley Sch
16:51:00 Miscellaneous, 401 

Washington St#  5 
17:30:14 Suspicious, 15326 Lakev-

iew St, Entiat 

September 18
11:10:46 Accident No Inj , 157 Diet-

rich Rd;  The Barn
13:02:37 Scam, 1487 Swartout Rd, 

Manson
13:30:38 Parking/Abandon , 

100blk S Clifford St 
14:23:43 Parking/Abandon, 103 

Bighorn Way 
15:25:03 Traffic Offense, 100 W 

Woodin Ave 
18:57:07 Civil Warrant, 112 E 

Woodin Ave; Senor Frog’s
19:21:15 Disturbance, 2307 W High 

St 
19:31:32 Theft, 108 N Apple 

Blossom Dr
19:41:53 Trespass, 108 N Apple 

Blossom Dr
19:56:18 Theft, 222 Mystic Creek 

Ln

September 19
1:03:31 Dui , Sr 150 & Wapato Lake 

Rd, Manson
9:19:28 Accident No Inj, 824 E 

Woodin Ave; Apple Cup
10:30:45  53 Collins Ln 
11:21:45, 2216 W Prospect St 
12:03:35 Civil, Roses Lake, Manson
13:47:09 Malicious Misch, 102 E 

Johnson Ave
15:14:10 Traffic Offense, 314 Sr 150; 

Crystal View E
15:25:46 911, 485 Azwell Rd; Wells 

Dam
15:56:04 Miscellaneous, 207 N 

Emerson St 
17:03:12 Juvenile Problem, 15212 

Us Hwy 97a 
17:15:42 Traffic Offense, Sr 150 Mp 

4; Eb, Manson 
19:12:23 Noise, 270 Upper Joe 

Creek Rd 

Chelan County Sheriff Report

Chelan Christian ChurCh
Morning Worship 10 am

509-682-2025 • 210 E. Wapato Ave.
Pastor Mark Wilton

lake Chelan lutheran ChurCh
Please join us for Sunday Worship In Person or via 

Conference Call at 9:30 am. Dial 339-209-6617. 
Follow prompts.

509-682-9063 • 216 W. Nixon Ave.

lake Chelan united

Methodist ChurCh
Worship 10 am
509-682-2241 

Corner of Johnson & Emerson

st. andrew’s episCopal ChurCh
Worship 10 am

120 E. Woodin Ave., 
PO Box 1226, Chelan, WA 98816

 509-682-2851 
www.standrewschelan.org

Manson united 
Methodist ChurCh

10 am Worship, 
Holy Communion the first Sunday of the month

 “Come as you are, all are welcome” 
687-3311, at the corner of Green and Boetzkes

Sermon-by-Phone 509-423-7514 to hear 
our own Pastor Mike O’Neal deliver his weekly sermon

   

To place your Church information in the Guide call Ruth at 509-682-2213; email: ruth@ward.media

Lake Chelan Valley Church Guide
Chelan

Manson

Chelan

Free E xercise Classes

• 1-on-1 Care - Personalized attention and customized 
treatment plans.
• Experience - Over 10 years of experience in a variety 
of settings.
• Comprehensive Services - Physical Therapy, 
Orthopedic, Neuro, Vestibular, Dry Needling, Personal 
Training, Titeist Performance.
• Gym Access - Day Passes available.
• Convenient Scheduling - Paperwork can be filled 
out online and submitted back electronically.

Monday – Friday  
7 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Accepting: Medicare, 
L&I, Cigna & 1st Choice.  
Ask about other 
insurance options.

   Call for  
   an appointment:

      509.883.8360 

Starting Oct. 1 - Tuesday Evenings & Saturday Mornings. Call for times.

Suggestions: 
www.boulderptchelan.com

   131 S. Apple 
   Blossom Drive, #112 
    in the Chelan Business 
   Center – CHELAN

Personalized Care  
for Your Unique Needs
Providing 1-on-1, individualized  
physical therapy treatments for you

Is a climber and dog lover 
and comes from a small 
town in North Dakota and 
received his Doctor of Phys-
ical Therapy degree at the 
University of North Dakota. 
He has been practicing for 
almost 10 years now, most 
of which was as a traveling 
Physical Therapist. 

Joshua Anderson 
Physical Therapist

Ward Media 
Lake Chelan Mirror

WENATCHEE – The Chelan 
County Sheriff’s Office is 
warning North Central Wash-
ington residents about a scam 
targeting consumers seeking 
auto glass replacement servic-
es on Facebook Marketplace.

Sheriff Morrison reports 
that Safelite AutoGlass alerted 
the Chelan County Sheriff’s 
Office about fraudulent ac-
tivity involving individuals 
posing as Safelite technicians. 

These scammers are appar-
ently attempting to lure cus-
tomers with offers of discount-
ed glass replacement services.

The Sheriff’s Office ex-
plained that victims are con-

tacted through Facebook 
Marketplace and instructed 
to schedule appointments and 
make payments via a third-
party app. 

When the supposed techni-
cian arrives, the cost of the 
services is significantly higher 
than advertised, leaving cus-
tomers in a difficult position 
since they have already paid.

In the past week alone, 
Safelite has identified five 
such incidents, with two more 
occurring this week. 

The company is working 
closely with law enforce-
ment agencies in Chelan and 
Douglas County to address the 
issue.

To protect residents from 
falling victim to such scams, 

the Sheriff’s Office recom-
mends several precautions:

1.	 Verify contact informa-
tion by contacting the company 
directly through their official 
website or customer service 
number to schedule appoint-
ments or make payments.

2.	 Be wary of unusual 
payment requests, as busi-
nesses do not typically ask 
for payments via third-party 
apps.

3.	 Check employee creden-
tials to ensure that the person 
providing services is properly 
identified and affiliated with 
the intended company.

Authorities urge residents 
to remain vigilant and report 
any suspicious activity to 
local law enforcement.

Chelan County Sheriff 
warns of auto glass scam

NCW News 
Ward Media

WENATCHEE – The Com-
munity Foundation of North 
Central Washington has 
awarded over $1.2 million 
in scholarships to students 
across the region, marking a 
record year for the number of 
recipients.

The foundation distributed 
$1,282,982 to 277 students pur-
suing higher education, ac-
cording to a statement released 
Friday. The scholarships come 
from more than 150 funds es-
tablished by local individuals, 
families, and businesses.

“Without our volunteers, the 

significant impact we make on 
students’ lives simply wouldn’t 
be possible,” said Julie Mott, 
Scholarship Specialist at the 
Community Foundation. “It’s 
inspiring to see what can be 
accomplished when we come 
together as a community: 
funding future doctors, musi-
cians, engineers, writers – the 
list goes on.”

The foundation uses an 
online application system that 
matches students to scholar-
ships based on donor-defined 
criteria, which may include 
academic performance, com-
munity service, or overcom-
ing personal obstacles. Over 
300 volunteers participated in 

reviewing applications and se-
lecting recipients this year.

The next application cycle 
opens on January 1, with dead-
lines of March 1 and June 1. 
Students are encouraged to 
begin the process early, as 
it requires completing the 
FAFSA and obtaining letters 
of recommendation.

Established in 1986, the Com-
munity Foundation of North 
Central Washington manages 
$130 million in assets through 
over 600 individual funds. It 
has awarded more than $55 
million in grants and scholar-
ships to date.

To learn more, visit www.
cfncw.org/scholarships.

Community Foundation awards 
record $1.2 Million in scholarships to 
North Central Washington students
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GO, FIGHT, WIN!

Make it  
a surf weekend 

this fall
www.slidewaters.com
www.lakesidesurf.com

Strong Body,
Strong Mind,
Strong Team.

GO TEAMS

Downtown Chelan • 509-682-2815
kellyshardware.com

Kelly’s

Hardware
Your friendly local pizza place

Dine In or Take Out • Delivery Available
Open 7 days week • 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

509-682-2000
Order Online - companycreekpizza.com/
502 W. Manson Highway • Chelan

Victory starts 
with TEAMWORK

Enjoy all your favorites
before or after the games

Chelan, Manson, Entiat Fall Sports 

SCHEDULE FOOTBALL
Fri, Sep 27 7:00 PM Chelan vs. Liberty Bell Home

Fri, Sep 27 7:00 PM Manson vs. Cascade Away

Sat, Sep 28 6:00 PM Entiat vs MLCA/CCS Away

SCHEDULE SOCCER GIRLS
Thu, Sep 26 4:00 PM Chelan vs, Liberty Bell Home

Thu, Sep 26 4:30 PM Manson vs, Okanogan Away

Tue, Oct 1 4:30 PM Chelan vs Bridgeport Away

Tue, Oct 1 4:30 PM Manson vs Tonasket Home

SCHEDULE VOLEYBALL GIRLS

Thu, Sep 26 6:30 PM Chelan vs Tonasket Home

Thu, Sep 26 6:00 PM Entiat vs, Cascade 
Christian Home

Fri, Sep 27 6:00 PM Chelan @ Linda Sheridan 
Classic In Spokane 

Sat, Sep 28 10:00 AM Chelan @ Linda Sheridan 
Classic In Spokane 

Sat, Sep 28 12:00 PM Entiat vs Bridgeport Away

Mon, Sep 30 6:30 PM Chelan vs Cashmere Away

Tue, Oct 1 6:30 PM Chelan vs Cascade Home

Tue, Oct 1 6:15 PM Entiat vs Moses Lake 
Christian Away

is ready to cheer for  
our student athletes!

FOOTBALL, SOCCER, VOLLEYBALL, AND CROSS COUNTRY

102 E. Johnson Avenue • Chelan 
www.KellyAllenAgency.com

Call Kelly or Hailey for  
an appointment today! 

509-888-9038 

Work together, 
dream together!

Medicare
Health insurance 

Life insurance

Shoot,
Score!

SCOREBOARD FOOTBALL
Fri, Sept. 20 Chelan 0, Blaine 27 Loss

Fri, Sept. 20 Entiat 66, Touchet 6 Win

Fri, Sept. 20 Manson 0,  Liberty Bell 53 Loss

SCOREBOARD SOCCER GIRLS
Tues, Sept 17 Chelan 4, Manson 1 Win

Tues, Sept 17 Manson 1, Chelan 4 Loss

Thu, Sept. 19  Chelan  0, Othello 1 Loss

Thu, Sept. 19   Manson  0,  Omak 9 Loss

SCOREBOARD VOLLEYBALL GIRLS
Tues, Sept 17 Chelan 3, Omak 0 Win

Thu, Sept. 19,   Chelan  3,  Brewster 0 Win

Thu, Sept. 19,  Entiat  3,  Waterville-Mansfield 2 Win

Thu, Sept. 19,  Manson 3,   Lake Roosevelt 0 Win

Michelle 
Gomez
Freshman
Volleyball
Freshman Michelle 
Gomez is making waves 
as a varsity outside hitter 
for the Tigers, proving 
that age is just a number when it comes to clutch 
performances. In an exciting match against Water-
ville-Mansfield, Gomez stepped up when it mat-
tered most, delivering several crucial kills in the 
pivotal fourth and fifth sets. Her offensive prowess 
was on full display as she finished second on 
the team in overall kills, an impressive feat for a 
first-year player. Gomez’s timely attacks were in-
strumental in securing a hard-fought victory, with 
her team edging out a 15-13 win in the decisive 
fifth set. Her ability to perform under pressure 
and contribute significantly to a varsity squad as 
a freshman marks Michelle Gomez as a rising star 
and a worthy Athlete of the Week.

ENTIAT ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Girls Varsity Soccer

Girls Varsity Soccer

Girls Varsity Soccer

Lake Chelan Mirror 
Ward Media

OTHELLO – The Chelan 
Goats fell to the Othello Huskies 
1-0 in a hard-fought non-league 
soccer match on Friday. 

The Goats, coming off their 
first win of the season against 
Manson Trojans earlier in 
the week, showed resilience 
against a well-coached Othello 
team.

Chelan’s defense, anchored 
by junior Denali Corrigan at 

centerback, proved formidable 
throughout most of the game. 
The Goats’ backline managed 
to catch the Huskies offside 19 
times, frustrating Othello’s at-
tacking efforts.

The match remained score-
less until the 75th minute when 
Othello made a strategic move, 
shifting their senior goalkeeper 
to a forward position. 

This change proved decisive 
as the converted keeper found 
the back of the net with a well-
placed shot, breaking the dead-

lock.
Despite the loss, Chelan 

showed significant improve-
ment, particularly in midfield 
and defense. 

The return of sophomores 
Natalia Granados and Evelyn 
Sanchez from injury provided 
a noticeable boost to the team’s 
performance.

Chelan’s midfield, led by 
sophomore Madeline Cowan 
and freshman Jazmine Valdo-
vinos, displayed growing cohe-
sion. Juniors Leilani Avila and 

Reagan Puryear demonstrated 
poise and game awareness in 
their roles.

The Goats’ ability to limit 
scoring opportunities against 
a strong Othello side that has 
challenged top programs in the 
state marks a step forward for 
the developing team.

Lake Chelan Mirror 
Ward Media

MANSON – The Chelan 
Goats secured a 4-1 victory 
against the Manson Trojans in 
a cross-town rivalry match on 
Tuesday, September 17. 

Four different players con-
tributed to the scoreboard, 
marking the Goats’ first win of 
the season.

Junior Ashlynn Espana 
opened the scoring in the 8th 
minute, giving Chelan an early 
advantage. 

Manson equalized before 
halftime with a penalty kick 

following a handball in the box.
The Goats maintained pres-

sure in the second half, with 
senior Lizbeth Sanchez capi-
talizing on a deep punt from 
junior goalkeeper Avari Barker 
to score the go-ahead goal. 

Sophomore Madeline Cowan 
extended the lead with a direct 
free kick, while freshman Lily 
Peterson sealed the win, redi-
recting a cross from Cowan into 
the net.

Chelan’s depth was tested as 
several varsity starters were 
sidelined with injuries, requir-
ing all JV players to contribute 
to the match.

Chelan Goats fall 1-0 in hard fought 
battle against Othello Huskies

Four different scorers 
lead Chelan to 4-1 
win over Manson

Lady Trojans drop road game to Pateros, 8-1
By Mike Maltais
Ward Media Staff Reporter

PATEROS – The Manson 
varsity girls’ soccer team is still 
looking for its first win of the 
new season following losses to 
Pateros, 8-1, on the road, Sept. 

14, and 1A Chelan of the Caribou 
Trail League, 4-1, on Tuesday, 
Sept. 17.

The Lady Trojans did not 
have an answer to the aggres-
sive offense of the 1B Nannies. 

Pateros pressed its home-
field advantage with repeated 

shots on goal, keeping senior 
goalkeeper Nefer Zarate on her 
toes as she caught or deflected 
many scoring attempts.

The Nannies scored the first 
of their five first-half goals about 
five minutes into the game and 
added the fifth inside the two-

minute warning. It was more 
of the same, with three more 
in the second half, until Bethzy 
Quiarte came through with a 
score for the Lady Trojans to 
avoid a Manson shutout.
Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or 
michael@ward.media

MIKE MALTAIS/WARD MEDIA  
Manson senior goalkeeper Nefer Zarate prepares 
to block a goal attempt by Pateros player Dulce 
Vincente.

MIKE MALTAIS/WARD MEDIA  
Manson’s Bethzy Quiarte, center, pursues the ball flanked by Pateros players 
Stevie Simmons, left, and Jaylee Gonzalez.

Proud to 
support our 

student 
athletes.

Proud to 
support our 

student 
athletes.
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CONNECTING COMMUNITIES ACROSS NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON

a division of

1-855-682-1636

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing 
benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a 
convenient refreshing shower while seated or 
standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!
✓ First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower
✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height 

and pivots to off er a seated shower option
✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 

lifetime warranty on the entire tub
✓Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included 

at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of  both worlds–there 
isn’t a better, more aff ordable walk-in tub!

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
                       Featuring our Free Shower Package

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-855-682-1636

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 
any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 

No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Free Shower Package

SPECIAL OFFER

Call 509-682-6130 to Schedule
Radiology Services

• CT
• MRI
• 3D Mammography
• Ultrasound

• Echocardiogram
• Advanced X-Ray
• Dexa Scan 
    (Bone Density)

NCW News 
Ward Media

WENATCHEE – The Rocky 
Reach Discovery Center and 
its grounds crew have been 
awarded a Commemorative 
Medal by the American Dahlia 
Society for their contributions 
to Dahlia cultivation and pro-

motion.
The award recognizes 

the center’s 37-acre garden 
complex, which includes a 
dedicated Dahlia garden origi-
nally planted by Tony DeRooy, 
a local horticulturist.

“Rocky Reach has really 
increased the visibility of 
dahlias beyond what could 

have been,” said Linda 
DeRooy Holmes-Cook, past-
president and trustee of the 
North Central Washington 
Dahlia Society. 

Holmes-Cook is the daugh-
ter of Tony DeRooy, who was 
instrumental in establishing 
the gardens at Rocky Reach.

The dahlia garden at 

Rocky Reach holds histori-
cal significance as the first 
public Dahlia garden in North 
Central Washington. It contin-
ues to play a vital role in the 
local horticultural community, 
with volunteers from the local 
Dahlia society maintaining 
the tubers annually.

Parks Foreman Todd Shales 

leads an eight-person crew 
responsible for managing the 
extensive grounds. 

The team cultivates 
between 30,000 to 50,000 plants 
annually in three greenhouses 
owned by the Chelan County 
Public Utility District.

The American Dahlia 
Society also presented a Presi-

dent’s Award in memory of 
Tony DeRooy, acknowledging 
his contributions to Dahlia 
cultivation in the region.

Rocky Reach Discovery 
Center’s recognition high-
lights the ongoing importance 
of public gardens in promoting 
horticultural education and 
community engagement.

NCW News 
Ward Media

WENATCHEE – Legislative 
candidates from three Wash-
ington state districts are set to 
participate in a forum focused 
on the future of STEM edu-
cation and career-connected 
learning for youth. 

The event, organized by the 
Apple STEM Network in col-
laboration with North Central 
Educational Service District 
(NCESD) and NCW Tech Al-
liance, will take place on 
Monday, October 7, from 4:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the NCESD 
office in Wenatchee.

The forum will feature can-
didates from Districts 7, 12, 
and 13, providing an opportu-
nity for the public to hear their 
perspectives on these critical 
educational issues. Senator 
Shelly Short is scheduled to 

offer insights on STEM edu-
cation and career-connected 
learning before the candidate 
panels begin at 5:00 p.m.

Dr. Faimous Harrison, Presi-
dent of Wenatchee Valley 
College, will moderate the Dis-
trict 7 panel, which includes 
candidates Andrew Engell, 
Hunter Abell, Rocky Dean, and 
Soo Ing-Moody. 

The District 13 panel, mod-
erated by Dr. Sara Thomp-
son Tweedy, President of Big 
Bend Community College, will 
feature Representative Alex 
Ybarra and Representative 
Tom Dent. 

Dr. Tracey Edou, Superin-
tendent of Cascade School Dis-
trict, will lead the District 12 
panel with candidates Brian 
Burnett, Daniel Scott, Heather 
Koellen, Representative Keith 
Goehner, and Representative 
Mike Steele.

The event is free and open to 
employers, educators, parents, 
and community members. 

Attendees can participate in 
person, with registration re-
quired, or virtually via a Zoom 
webinar link. 

The organizers aim to ac-
commodate a wide audience, 
recognizing the significance 
of these educational topics for 
the community.

Before the candidate panels, 
attendees will be introduced 
to the Apple STEM Network 
and current policies related to 
STEM education and career-
connected learning. 

This background informa-
tion is intended to provide 
context for the discussions 
that follow.

Event Schedule:
•	 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.: Welcome 

and Introduction to Apple 

STEM Network and Policy 
Overview

•	 4:30 - 5:00 p.m.: Insights 
from Senator Short on STEM 
Education and Career Con-
nected Learning

•	 5:00 - 5:45 p.m.: District 
7 Candidates Panel, moder-
ated by Dr. Famous Harrison, 
President of Wenatchee Valley 
College

•	 5:45 - 6:10 p.m.: District 
13 Candidates Panel, moder-
ated by Dr. Sara Thompson 
Tweedy, President of Big Bend 
Community College

•	 6:10 - 7:00 p.m.: District 12 
Candidates Panel, moderated 
by Dr. Tracey Edou, Super-
intendent of Cascade School 
District

•	 7:00 - 7:30 p.m.: Network-
ing Session

The Apple STEM Network, 
part of a statewide effort sup-
ported by Washington STEM, 

Rocky Reach Discovery Center honored 
for Dahlia Garden excellence

COURTESY OF CHELAN PUD  
The Rocky Reach dahlia bed, planted by Tony DeRooy, was the first public dahlia garden in North 
Central Washington. Rocky Reach Discovery Center and its grounds crew were honored with a 
Commemorative Medal by American Dahlia Society.

COURTESY OF CHELAN PUD  
Chelan PUD dedicated a bench at Rocky Reach Park to Tony DeRooy, pictured, in 2004 for his 
outstanding work creating beautiful and innovative public spaces.

Legislative candidates to discuss 
STEM Education at Wenatchee forum

represents a diverse region 
with significant potential for 
STEM industry growth in ag-
riculture, energy, and innova-
tion. 

The organization works in 
partnership with the North 
Central Educational Service 
District and NCW Tech Alli-
ance to promote STEM educa-
tion and opportunities in North 
Central Washington.

For those interested in at-
tending or learning more 
about the candidates, de-
tailed information and regis-
tration links are available on 
the NCESD website at https://
www.ncesd.org/event/legisla-

tive-forum-2024. 
The virtual attendance 

option via Zoom will be acces-
sible on the NCESD website on 
October 6, the day before the 
event.

This forum comes at a time 
when STEM education and 
career-connected learning are 
increasingly recognized as 
crucial components of prepar-
ing students for the evolving 
job market. 

The event offers a platform 
for candidates to share their 
visions and for the community 
to engage in discussions about 
the future of education in their 
districts.
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Here to Help You Find the Right 
Insurance for You and Your Family

509-888-9038

Call Kelly or Hailey for 
an appointment today!

102 E. Johnson Avenue • Chelan • www.KellyAllenAgency.com

– Free Insurance Review & Quotes –

• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Health Insurance
• Employee Benefits

Turning 65? Retiring Soon?
• Medicare Planning
• Supplemental Insurance Plans

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 888-674-7053  
to schedule your free quote!

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit 
approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 
559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, 
MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 
179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing 
that fi ts your budget!1

1-888-360-1582
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (877) 225-8568 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

877-225-8568
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (877) 225-8568.

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES ACROSS NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON

Business & Service Directory

©  2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.  Plans shown above include 
$5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for  
new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,  
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.
Plans start at just $20/month.

833-462-1801Switch & Save Today.

509-682-2213

Starting at

per week
$

 15
Your business or service to this directory! 
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WENATCHEE – Chelan and 
Douglas counties, along with 
the cities of Wenatchee and 
East Wenatchee, are seeking 
proposals for projects aimed 
at combating substance use 
disorder, with a particular 
focus on opioid and fentanyl 
abuse and addiction.

The funding for these proj-
ects comes from the national 
opioid class action settle-
ments. 

The four governments have 
issued a call for projects that 
may be eligible for funding, 
with a deadline for proposal 
submissions of October 11 at 
4 p.m.

Potential grantees are re-
quired to demonstrate how 
the funds will be utilized and 
the expected impact on local 

communities. 
Proposals must include a 

detailed project description, 
an explanation of how the 
funds will address opioid and 
fentanyl abuse, information 
on the project’s duration, and 
a breakdown of proposed ex-
penses.

The region’s funding al-
location is substantial, with 
Chelan County set to receive 
$2.9 million, Douglas County 
$1.5 million, and the cities 
of Wenatchee and East 
Wenatchee receiving $1.1 
million and $320,644, respec-
tively.

These local governments, 
along with Grant County, 
Moses Lake, and Okanogan 
County, have formed the 
North Central Washington 
Opioid Abatement Council. 

The council has partnered 
with Carelon Behavioral 

Health of Boston, Massachu-
setts, to manage the distri-
bution and reporting of the 
opioid settlement funds.

The initiative is part of a 
larger statewide effort, with 
Washington set to receive 
$371.8 million from five com-
panies that produced or sold 
opioids. 

The funds will be distrib-
uted over the next five years, 
with annual calls for projects 
expected during this period.

Proposals should be emailed 
to Jill FitzSimmons of the 
Chelan County Commission-
ers Office at Jillm.FitzSim-
mons@co.chelan.wa.us. A

fter the submission dead-
line, all proposals will be re-
viewed, and finalists may be 
required to prepare a presen-
tation for the board of the 
city or county impacted by the 
proposed project.

NCW News 
Ward Media

WINTHROP – Loup Loup 
Ski Bowl, a community ski 
hill in Okanogan County, has 
announced several new initia-
tives for the upcoming season.

The ski area is introducing a 
Kids Ski Free Program, allow-
ing children 12 and under to ski 
free with the purchase of a par-
ent’s or guardian’s lift ticket. 

This program, made possible 
through community fundrais-
ing, is available to all eligible 
children, both local and visi-
tors.

Loup Loup has expanded its 
Reciprocal Partner Mountain 
Program. Season pass holders 
now have access to 45 days 
of skiing or snowboarding at 
18 different resorts across 
several states and British Co-
lumbia, totaling 21,250 vertical 
feet of mountains to explore.

For the fourth consecutive 

season, the ski area is offering 
the Indy AddOnPass, which 
provides access to additional 
independent ski resorts at a 
discounted rate for Loup Loup 
pass holders.

Loup Loup has also intro-
duced a limited number of 
Loup Loup Legacy Passes. 

These passes represent a 
lifelong season pass, valid for 
as long as Loup Loup Ski Bowl 
operates.

Loup Loup Ski Bowl oper-
ates as a non-profit organiza-
tion under the Loup Loup Ski 
Education Foundation, focus-
ing on winter sports education 
and providing a safe, afford-
able, family-friendly mountain 
destination.

For more information on 
these programs, interested 
parties can visit the Loup 
Loup Ski Bowl website at  
www.skitheloup.org or contact 
Jon Brown, the Executive Direc-
tor, at manager@skitheloup.com.

NCW News 
Ward Media

NCW Libraries will host a 
virtual presentation on Sep-
tember 26 at 6 p.m. explor-
ing the challenges faced by 
Latinas in the United States.

The program, titled “The 
Firsts: Latina Struggles in the 
United States,” features Maria 
Chávez, a professor of politi-
cal science at Pacific Lutheran 
University. 

Chávez will discuss the 
unique hurdles many Latinas 
encounter in their personal 
and professional lives.

The talk will focus on the ex-
periences of Latinas who are 
often first-generation college 
students navigating higher 
education while balancing 
traditional Latino values and 
family responsibilities. 

Chávez will draw from in-
terviews with Latinas across 
various professions and her 
own experiences to highlight 
these challenges.

The virtual event is part of 
the Humanities Washington 
Program. 

Interested participants can 
register on the NCW Libraries 

website at www.ncwlibraries.
org to receive the Zoom link.

Chávez specializes in 
American government, public 

policy, and Latino Politics. 
As a first-generation 

college graduate herself, her 
work centers on the progress 
of and barriers to Latinos in 
the U.S. She has been twice 
awarded the American Politi-
cal Science Association’s Best 
Book in Latino Politics for her 
works “Everyday Injustice” 
and “Latino Professionals in 
America.”

Following the virtual pre-
sentation, Chávez will deliver 
in-person talks at three NCW 
Libraries communities in 
October:

•	 October 16 at Wenatchee 
Valley College, in partner-
ship with Wenatchee Public 
Library

•	 October 17 at Leaven-
worth Public Library

•	 October 18 at Moses Lake 
Public Library

All in-person events are 
scheduled for 5:30 p.m.

For more information, in-
terested parties can visit the 
NCW Libraries website at 
www.ncwlibraries.org or the 
Humanities Washington in-
formation page at www.hu-
manities.org/speaker/maria-
chavez-2.

NCW News 
Ward Media

The Okanogan-Wenatchee 
National Forest implemented 
new food storage regulations 
on September 16 to reduce 
human-wildlife conflicts, par-
ticularly with bears. 

The rules require visitors 
to store food and other at-
tractants in a “bear-resistant 
manner” and properly dispose 
of garbage and food remnants.

The decision comes in re-
sponse to an increase in bear 
sightings and bear-human in-
teractions at established rec-
reation sites in recent years. 

Forest officials hope these 
measures will prevent wildlife 
from becoming habituated to 
human food sources.

Deputy Forest Supervi-
sor David Farmer explained 
the rationale behind the new 
regulations. “Bears and other 
wildlife that begin to associate 
people with easy food sources 
can become habituated to 
areas such as campgrounds 
where food or other smellable 
items like toothpaste, or food 
wrappers, are accessible,” 
Farmer said. 

“These food-conditioned 
animals often cannot be 
scared away or successfully 

relocated to other areas. They 
continue to return to areas oc-
cupied by humans in search of 
food, at best becoming a nui-
sance, and at worst becoming 
a threat to human safety, and 
resulting in the animal being 
euthanized.”

The Forest Service plans 
to focus on educating visi-
tors about the new rules in 
the coming months. Farmer 
added, “We are also continu-
ing our own efforts to install 
food lockers and wildlife resis-

tant dumpsters at developed 
recreation sites.” 

He noted that while these 
rules are new to the Okan-
ogan-Wenatchee National 
Forest, they are commonplace 
in many western regions and 
align with best practices for 
responsible recreation.

For complete details on 
the new regulations, visitors 
can check the Forest Service 
website at www.fs.usda.
gov/detai l /okawen/alerts -
notices/?cid=fseprd1204206.

Chelan, Douglas counties 
seek proposals for Opioid 
Settlement Fund projects

COURTESY OF NCW LIBRARIES  
Maria Chávez, professor of 
political science at Pacific Lu-
theran University, will present 
“The Firsts: Latina Struggles 
in the United States” in a vir-
tual program hosted by NCW 
Libraries. Chávez, an expert on 
Latino politics and first-gener-
ation college experiences, will 
discuss challenges faced by 
Latinas in their personal and 
professional lives.

USDA FOREST SERVICE  
Bear cubs search for picnic remains at a developed camp-
ground.

NCW Libraries to host 
virtual talk on Latina 
struggles in U.S.

New food storage rules aim 
to curb bear encounters in 
Okanogan-Wenatchee Forest

Current Queen Austyn Rob-
inson is the first-ever Chelan 
County Fair Rodeo Queen.

Robinson worked with other rodeo queens to represent the 
sport and Chelan County throughout the region.

Rodeo Queen
Continued from page A1

PHOTOS COURTESY OF  
SWOBODA PHOTOGRAPHY

ceived by everyone she encoun-
tered, Mattson said.

“Everyone was extremely 
welcoming to having a rodeo 
queen,” she said. “During this 
fair, we had an autograph 
session, and the kids absolutely 
loved it.”

The new Queen will serve 
alongside the Chelan County 
Fair Ambassador.

For more information, 
contact Queen Coordinator 
Kristen Mattson at kristen-
mattson7@yahoo.com or at 
(509) 630-5369.
Quinn Propst: 509-731-3590  
or quinn@ward.media

Loup Loup Ski 
Bowl unveils new 
pass options and 
free skiing for kids
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5564 INDUSTRY 
LANE UNIT A.

EAST WENATCHEE
509-782-2464

VISIT WWW.MOONLIGHTSTONEWORKS.COM

Come visit our NEW showroom 
today to see how we can turn your 

dream into REALITY!
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The holiday season comes 
at a time when the weather 
can be anywhere from cool to 
frigid. But even if the weather 
outside is somewhat fright-
ful, holiday entertaining in 
outdoor spaces can still be de-
lightful. 

Making the most of outdoor 
spaces during the holidays 
and the rest of the winter can 
enable guests to spread out, 
which should make things 
more comfortable for them. 

With that goal in mind, the 
following are some tips for 
putting outdoor areas to good 
use when hosting loved ones 
this holiday season.

Decorate first. An easy way 
to make outdoor entertaining 
spaces more welcoming is to 
coordinate the decor with the 
interior of the home. 

Greenery wrapped with 
lights around railings and 
fencing can create the perfect 
ambiance. Candles, wreaths 
and small, decorated Christ-
mas trees can finish the effect.

Consider a fire or heating 
element. Unless you live in 
a temperate climate, you’ll 
need some way to keep guests 
warm. Center the outdoor en-
tertaining space around a fire 
pit, outdoor fireplace or an 
outdoor heater. Make sure to 
illuminate the outdoor area so 
that guests can find their way 
around with ease.

Host an early gathering. 
The sun sets early in fall and 
winter, so it may not only get 
colder, but also darker at a 

time when guests typically 
arrive. 

Think about moving up 
the start time of your holiday 
event if you’ll be having an 
outdoor area, so guests can see 
one another and stay a little 
warmer.

Use the grill. Keep foods 
warm by using the grill or an 
outdoor griddle; otherwise, set 
up the food buffet-style inside 
so guests can make their plates 
and gravitate where they feel 
comfortable.

Provide blankets or fleeces. 
In addition to warming ele-
ments around your entertain-
ing space, stock a large basket 
with cozy throws, blankets or 
fleece jackets that guests can 
use to warm up. 

Hats and scarves also may 
be appreciated. 

Invest in waterproof furni-
ture. Upgrade your exterior 
seating with plush outdoor 

couches and lounges that are 
decked out in weather-resis-
tant fabrics. Make them more 
comfortable with throw pillows 
that coordinate with a holiday 
entertaining theme.

Set up two drink stations. 
Set up beverages both inside 
and outside the home so guests 
can easily refill their drinks 
wherever they are relaxing. 

Think about having some 
warm drinks outside, such as 
mulled cider or hot chocolate, 
so guests can be warmed from 
the inside as well.

Use a wireless speaker. A 
Bluetooth-enabled wireless 
speaker placed outside allows 
guests to listen to holiday 
tunes while they are enjoying 
themselves. 

Using well-equipped 
outdoor areas for entertain-
ing can expand the possibili-
ties and guest list for holiday 
gatherings.

Winter can be harsh. Frigid 
temperatures and fewer hours 
of daylight can take a toll, and 
many people prefer to stay 
warm inside as much as pos-
sible during winter. 

Indoor air also can take a 
toll, leading to dry skin and in-
creasing individuals’ exposure 
to viruses such as those that 
cause the common cold. 

Warm and dry indoor air 
also can affect houseplants, 
which underscores how impor-
tant it is to change your indoor 
plant care routine in winter.

Outdoor plants might not 
bloom or thrive once winter 
arrives, but houseplants can 
make it through the season 
with a few simple strategies.

Cut back on watering, if 
necessary. The relationship 
between sunlight and water 
in regard to houseplants is 
simple: the more light plants 
get, the more water they need. 

Because there’s less day-
light in winter, houseplants 
may not need to be watered as 
frequently as they will during 
other times of year. But that 
could depend on where the 
plant is located in the house. 

If it’s near a window with 
substantial sunlight exposure, 
then it might need as much 

water as it requires during 
other times of the year. 

Soil conditions may provide 
clues as to how frequent-
ly houseplants need to be 
watered in winter. 

Touch the soil before water-
ing. If it’s wet or feels damp, 
the plant does not require wa-
tering.

Mobilize your houseplants. 
Some houseplants may be 
too large and heavy to move. 
However, smaller plants 
may benefit from being more 
mobile. When moving house-
plants, move them to a spot 
where they can get ample sun-
light during the day, especially 
if they’re typically located in 
areas of your home that do not 
get much exposure to sunlight 
in the winter.

Keep plants away from 
vents. Anyone who lives in a 
region where winter tempera-
tures get very cold knows that 
conditions sometimes require 
bumping up the temperature 
on the thermostat. That can 
make a home more comfort-
able for humans but less com-
fortable for houseplants. It’s 
always best to keep house-
plants away from heating 
vents so they won’t dry out 
and potentially die. If the ther-

mostat needs to be adjusted to 
warm up the house, confirm all 
plants are away from vents to 
ensure they don’t dry and out 
and potentially die.

Check for uninvited guests. 
Summer might be the season 
most synonymous with pests, 
but houseplants are not in-
vulnerable to uninvited pest 
guests in winter. 

The pest control experts 
at Terminix¨ dispute the 
popular notion that spiders 
flock to home interiors in fall 
to avoid the coming winter 
cold. However, the experts at 
Better Homes & Gardens note 
that spider mites are common 
winter pests because they like 
warm and dry conditions. 

BHG urges individuals to 
inspect the tops and under-
sides of houseplant leaves and 
stems for signs of pest infesta-
tion. 

Treat small infestations 
with an alcohol-soaked cotton 
ball, which can be used to wipe 
pests off the plants. Large in-
festations may require the use 
of insecticidal soap.

Winter is harsh on humans 
and can be hard on houseplants 
as well. Some simple strate-
gies can help houseplants get 
through the season unscathed.

The exterior components of 
a home, such as the siding and 
the roof, help to protect its oc-
cupants from the elements. 

While many roofing materi-
als can last for decades, at some 
point in time homeowners will 
likely have to repair or replace 
the roof on their home.

Roof wear and tear may not 
always be so evident, particu-
larly because most homeown-
ers do not make it a point to get 
on their roofs very often. 

The first sign of roof damage 
typically is a leak that is notice-
able from the indoors. It may 
include a browned spot on the 
ceiling or even pooling water 
in the attic. 

A leak from storm damage or 
something minor like a water 
intrusion through a nail hole or 
from a lost shingle typically can 
be repaired easily enough. 

However, additional indica-
tors may necessitate a com-
plete roof overhaul. Here are 
some signs a roof needs repairs 
or replacement.

Sagging roof: If the roof is 
sagging, it could be due to 
excess loads, such as water-
damaged shingles or even 
weakened roof structure. A pro-
fessional will need to restore 
the integrity of the roof.

Cracking and buckling: 
Shingles will likely have to be 
replaced if there is cracking 
or if shingles are buckling and 
warping.

Exposed nails: Exposed nails 
may rust and contribute to a 
leaky roof, says Family Handy-
man. How long the nails were 
exposed could indicate if the 

roof can be repaired or if every-
thing should be redone.

Lost granules: Asphalt 
roofing shingles have small 
granules on the surface. Over 
time these granules will slowly 
degrade and fall off. If there are 
many granules in gutters or if 
one can see that portions of the 
shingles are bare, it is likely 
time for a 

Visible light: Homeown-
ers who can see light streams 
coming into the home need 

roof repair. This is indicative 
of holes, cracks or spaces in 
the roof.

Growth on the roof: Mold and 
mildew on the roof is a sign that 
the roof needs to be repaired or 
replaced. Such growths contrib-
ute to rot that jeopardizes the 
integrity of the roof.

A durable roof protects 
a home from the elements. 
Various symptoms signal that 
it is time to repair or replace 
a roof. 

Maximize outdoor spaces 
this holiday season

Tips to help houseplants 
thrive over the winter

Senior-friendly interior renovations

Fall Garden &
Signs a roof must be  
repaired or replaced

Home is where the heart 
is. That sentiment may be es-
pecially true for seniors who 
have spent decades living in 
their homes. A lot of hard work 
goes into home ownership, and 
seniors who have lived in the 
same space for a while undoubt-
edly have countless memories 
within the walls of their homes.

A lifetime of experiences in 
a home can make it hard to 
leave, but many seniors expe-
rience diminished mobility as 
they age. Mobility issues can 
make it hard for seniors to tra-
verse their homes, but aging 
homeowners can make various 
renovations to make a home 
more accessible.

Revamp entryways and 
staircases. A 2020 study of 1,000 
adults in the United Kingdom 
found that 28 percent of individ-
uals age 65 and older who don’t 
exercise regularly struggle with 
activities like walking up stairs. 
The study, commissioned by 
Total Fitness, also found that 14 
percent of men and women over 
65 who regularly engage in mod-
erate exercise still find it chal-
lenging to climb up and down 
a flight of stairs. Seniors facing 
similar challenges can install a 
ramp at their home’s entryway 
so they can comfortably go in 
and out. Inside, a chair lift can 
ensure seniors are not strug-
gling to move from one floor to 
another.

Raise the outlets throughout 
the home. They’re easily over-
looked, but outlets, particularly 

those outside the kitchen, tend 
to be close to the floor. AARP 
notes that’s no accident, as 
outlets are generally placed at 
a height equal to the length of a 
hammer to save time with mea-
suring when buildings are being 
constructed. Outlets close to the 
floor can be difficult for seniors 
with mobility issues to reach. 
Relocating the outlets a little 
higher off the floor is not an 
expensive renovation, but it can 
make a home more accessible 
for seniors who have difficulty 
bending down or getting down 
on one knee.

Install door knob exten-
sions. Verywell Health notes 
that nearly half of all people 
age 65 and older have arthritis 
or another rheumatic condition. 
Arthritis can make it difficult 
for seniors to grip and turn door 
knobs. Door knob extensions 
can make it easier for seniors 
with arthritis to open the doors 
in their homes. Such extensions 
are roughly five-inch levers that 
can be installed over an exist-
ing door knob, making it easier 
to grab and pull down. Exten-
sions save seniors the hassle of 

turning the knob, which some 
may find painful and almost im-
possible.

Renovate the bathroom. Bath-
room renovation projects can be 
costly, but seniors with mobility 
issues should know that bath-
rooms can pose a particularly 
dangerous threat. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion notes that roughly three 
million older adults are treated 
for fall injuries in emergency 
departments each year. A 2019 
analysis published in The Jour-
nals of Gerontology noted that 
22 percent of in-home falls re-
sulted in a change in the per-
son’s walking ability. Replac-
ing a step-over shower with a 
zero-step alternative can make 
it easier for seniors with mobil-
ity issues to get in and out of 
the shower, thus reducing their 
risk of falls. Grab bars along 
shower walls and a chair inside 
the shower can make it easier to 
bathe and towel off safely.

Seniors with mobility issues 
can make their homes more 
accommodating through an as-
sortment of simple, yet effective 
renovations.
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Millions of celebrants 
welcome family and friends 
into their homes as overnight 
guests each holiday season. 

Hosting loved ones during 
the holiday season is a self-
less act that enables families 
to create the kind of lasting 
memories that make Decem-
ber such a special time of year.

As hosts prepare their 
homes for loved ones this 
holiday season, they can 
consider these tips to make 
guests’ rooms as welcoming 
as possible for friends and 
family.

Check the bedding and 
replace it, if necessary. It’s 
easy to overlook the comfort 
of bedding in a guest room, 
particularly since hosts may 
never sleep in their guest 
rooms. 

When furnishing a guest 
room, it’s not unheard of to 
repurpose an existing mat-
tress from an owner’s suite 
or another room and use it for 
guest room bedding. 

Though that’s acceptable, 

it’s necessary to periodically 
inspect a guest room mattress 
to make sure it’s still comfort-
able and supportive. If not, 
replace the mattress. A mat-
tress topper, a new comforter, 
and a new set of soft sheets also 
can make guest room bedding 
more comfortable.

Clear out the clutter. Guest 
rooms can easily become de-
positories for old furniture 
and other items, which can 
create a cluttered and less-
than-welcoming atmosphere 
in a space. Give each guest 
room a thorough once-over 
before guests arrive, remov-
ing pieces that might be creat-
ing a claustrophobic vibe. 

Keep in mind that guests 
will bring luggage, so a less 
cluttered space with ample 
room for their bags can make 
it easier to settle in.

Take a cue from hotels. 
Hotels ensure guests have 
ample creature comforts at 
their fingertips. 

Holiday hosts can do the 
same when welcoming loved 

ones into their homes. Provide 
ample bed and bath linens, 
ensure the room has ample 
lighting so guests can read at 
bedtime, and get dressed in 
plenty of light in the morning. 

A foldable luggage rack is 
another nice touch that can 
keep guests from having to 
dig through their suitcases on 
the floor.

Add an armchair where pos-

sible. A spacious guest room 
allows hosts to provide some 
extra creature comforts. 

If the room allows, place a 
comfortable armchair and side 
table in the space so guests 

can read a book or catch up 
on the news on a tablet or 
smartphone. 

A comfortable, quiet, and 
secluded place to sit provides 
guests a respite from the 
hustle and bustle of a home 
filled with holiday guests.

Install window coverings, 
if necessary. A feeling of 
privacy is another important 
creature comfort guests will 
appreciate. 

Replace existing window 
treatments if they do not 
provide adequate privacy or if 
they do not keep the elements 
out in the morning. 

For example, a room that is 
sun-soaked by early morning 
each day may make it hard for 
guests to get sufficient sleep. 
Some blackout curtains or a 
new set of blinds allow guests 
to determine the amount of 
natural light that will greet 
them each morning.

Some simple tips can help 
holiday hosts turn their guest 
rooms into welcoming spaces 
for their loved ones.

Tips to make guest rooms more welcoming
Fall Garden &

Electrical fires are more 
common than one might think. 

The Electrical Safety Foun-
dation says home electrical 
fires account for an estimated 
51,000 fires each year, nearly 
500 deaths, and more than 1,400 
injuries. Certain conditions can 
lead to electrical home fires. 

The National Fire Protection 

Association indicates home 
fires can result from overload-
ing electrical outlets and inad-
equate distribution of lighting 
equipment. When this occurs, 
these fires most often originate 
in a bedroom. 

Another common cause of 
electrical home fires is faulty 
wiring and related equipment 

malfunction. 
Homeowners need to be 

aware of potential electri-
cal issues and remedy them 
quickly to avoid home fires. 

Ensuring electrical systems 
are up to code and addressing 
issues with the help of a quali-
fied electrician can reduce the 
risk of electrical fires. 

Homeowners know that the 
work involved in maintaining 
a home is never done. The end 
of one project has a tendency to 
roll into the planning of another, 
and so it goes for years on end.

Fortunate are the homeown-
ers who get to choose when to 
begin a renovation project, but 
it’s far more common that home-
owners spot an issue and then 
realize it’s time to renovate. 
When it comes to bathrooms, 
which can be among the more 
expensive spaces to renovate in 
a home, homeowners can keep 
an eye out for various signs 
suggesting the room needs a 
remodel.

Mold and mildew: Mold and 
mildew are perhaps the most 
glaring signs a bathroom needs 
to be renovated or remodeled. 
Mold and mildew pose a notable 
threat to human health, as the 
United States Environmental 
Protection Agency reports that 
molds can cause allergic reac-
tions. Individuals sensitive to 
mold may develop symptoms 
that mimic reactions to outdoor 
allergens like pollen, including 
sneezing, runny nose, red eyes, 
and dermatitis (skin rash). Mold 
also can trigger asthma attacks 
in people allergic to mold who 
have the condition. 

Mold can grow in poorly ven-
tilated bathrooms, such as those 
without a fan or ones in which 
fans are not working properly. 
Mold and mildew will return if 
it’s merely scrubbed away, so 
the underlying cause of mold 
must be addressed to prevent 
its return.

Small signs of fading: Stains, 
peeling paint, cracked paint, and 
gaps in grout are small signs 
of fading that indicate a bath-
room needs renovation if not a 
complete remodel. These issues 
also can serve as warning signs 
of larger issues, such as water 
issues and structural problems, 

so they should not be merely 
written off as minor problems 
or eyesores.

Rising water bills: Some signs 
a bathroom could use a little 
TLC are not necessarily con-
fined to the room itself. If water 
bills are rising significantly and 
do not align with price increases 
or an uptick in water consump-
tion, homeowners may have 
leaking pipes. Such pipes might 
be beneath a bathroom sink or 
behind tiled walls. Discoloration 
on the walls, peeling paint or 
wallpaper and/or a musty odor 
may indicate leaks inside a bath-
room wall. If coupled with rising 
water bills, these signs could be 
indicative of a significant issue 
that requires immediate atten-
tion.

Issues with tiles: Cracked or 
damaged tiles in the shower and 
bathtub or even on the floor 
are unsightly and also pose a 
safety hazard. Cracked floor 
tiles can lead to slips and falls, 
which can be especially harmful 
to older residents. Cracked tiles 
within the shower and tub area 
can indicate water problems 
behind the walls or general dis-
repair. Such issues should be 
addressed before they escalate 
into something larger.

A dated vibe: Of course, some 
issues affecting a bathroom are 
not necessarily health or safety 
hazards but more an affront to 

homeowners’ grasp of current 
styles and trends. If walking 
into a bathroom unintentionally 
feels like stepping backward 
into a bygone era, then it’s prob-
ably time to consider a renova-
tion or remodeling job.

Various signs can indicate to 
homeowners it’s time to con-
sider a bathroom renovation.

Warning signs a 
bathroom needs work 

Get friendly quality service from the professionals.

www.northcascadesheating.net
509-784-4822  

14531 HWY 97A, Entiat, WA  98822
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Kitchens are often de-
scribed as the most popular 
room in a home, and that’s not 
mere conjecture. 

A 2022 survey from House 
Digest asked participants to 
identify the room they con-
sider most important in their 
homes, and roughly 41 percent 
chose the kitchen.

Residents tend to con-
gregate in kitchens in the 
morning and then again in the 
evening when meals are pre-
pared and, in homes without 
formal dining rooms, eaten. 

With so much time spent in 
the kitchen, it’s no wonder that 
the 2022 U.S. Houzz & Home 
Study: Renovation Trends 
found kitchens to be the most 
popular interior room to 
upgrade. With so many people 
interested in kitchen renova-
tions, the following are four 
things homeowners should 
know about these popular im-
provement projects.

1. Expect to spend some 
money. Most home improve-
ment projects require a sig-
nificant financial investment, 
but kitchen renovations are 
among the more expensive un-
dertakings. 

The overall cost of a project 
will depend on a host of vari-
ables unique to each home, 
including homeowners’ pref-
erences, but HomeAdvisor es-
timated the average kitchen 
remodel in 2023 cost between 
$14,611 and $41,432. Homeown-
ers considering an upscale 
kitchen remodel may receive 
six-figure estimates for such 
projects.

2. Expect a good return on 
investment. If sticker shock 
settles in when receiving an 
initial kitchen remodel es-
timate, perhaps it can help 
homeowners to know that such 
a project may provide a strong 
return on investment (ROI). 

According to Remodeling 

magazine’s Ò2024 Cost vs. 
Value Report, a minor kitchen 
remodel provides a 96 percent 
ROI. A major kitchen remodel 
mid-range (49 percent) and a 
major kitchen remodel upscale 
(38 percent) did not provide as 
notable a ROI.

3. Expect the project to take 
some time. Kitchens are large 
rooms with a lot of compo-
nents, so renovating these 
spaces can take some time. 

Estimates vary depending 
on the size of the room, the 
scale of the remodel, and the 
materials chosen, but Angi 
reports a kitchen remodel for 
most homes takes six weeks to 
four months. That’s a sizable 
window, and it reflects the 
likelihood that unforeseen 
issues like supply chain in-
terruptions or the discovery 
of mold will arise at some 
point during the renovation. 
Though it’s impossible to de-
termine precisely how long 

a project will take before it 
begins, homeowners renovat-
ing their kitchens may want 
to plan for the project to take 
two months if not longer.

4. Expect to use your kitchen 
during the renovation. 

f the timeline of a renova-
tion is scary, homeowners 
should know they will likely 

be able to use their kitchen 
even after the project begins. 

Though the room might not 
remain a popular gathering 
space once the work starts, 
Angi notes kitchens are typi-
cally out of commission for 
around six weeks during a 
renovation. 

That still requires some pre-

planning in relation to meals, 
but it also suggests homeown-
ers won’t be without a kitchen 
for months on end.

Kitchen renovations are 
popular projects. Homeown-
ers who know what to expect 
before such projects com-
mence can make it through a 
renovation more smoothly.

Fall Garden &

Individuals looking to reno-
vate their homes typically 
reach out to several profession-
als for estimates before choos-
ing a contractor. 

Once that decision has been 
made, it’s customary to sign a 
contract to ensure all parties 
are protected during and after 
the work. 

A renovation contract out-
lines the details of a remodel-
ing job. 

The construction company 
or the general contractor will 
create this legal document, 
which will list the steps of the 

job and how issues will be re-
solved should problems arise. 

Before signing a contract, 
however, homeowners should 
engage in a conversation with 
the contractor and ask key 
questions.

How long have you been in 
business? Verify the informa-
tion that the contractor and/
or company provides by doing 
a search with the Better Busi-
ness Bureau and perusing 
online reviews to confirm the 
company is dependable.

Are you independently 
owned? Some companies are 

independently owned business-
es while others are franchises. 
Franchised businesses may 
have to follow a strict set of 
rules, while independent con-
tractors may have more leeway 
in terms of policies.

What is your licence 
number? Obtain the licensure 
information as well as the con-
tractor’s insurance details. A 
contractor’s general liability 
insurance protects your home 
and property in the event of an 
accident.

Are you familiar with local 
building codes? Check to see 

if the contractor has worked 
in the area before, and if he or 
she is familiar with the permit 
process. Make sure a contract 
documents who will be secur-
ing the permits.

How will the project be su-
pervised? Some contractors 
sub-contract out the work and 
may only stop by to check on 
progress. Understand how 
often those drop-ins will take 
place, and how to get in touch 
with the person in charge 
should a problem arise.

Is there a warranty? Certain 
contractors will stand behind 

their work for a period of time, 
even coming to make repairs 
if there are any issues. Check 
to see if a warranty policy is 
in place.

What is the policy for home 
protection and clean-up? You’ll 
want to ensure the rest of your 
home doesn’t become damaged 
or soiled due to the construc-
tion. 

Have the contractor spell 
out plans for mitigating mess 
during demolition, and whether 
the construction company will 
be responsible for removing the 
debris.

What is the final price? One 
of the more important ques-
tions to ask is if the price stated 
on the contract will be the final 
price, or should incidentals 
be expected if issues are un-
earthed during construction? 

Some contractors may need 
to tack on charges for extra 
materials, and that can stretch 
homeowners’ budgets.

It’s important to touch base 
with the contractor and ask key 
questions about the project, 
which will be reflected on the 
contract both parties eventu-
ally sign.

Questions to ask your renovation contractor

4 things to know about 
kitchen renovations
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