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WENATCHEE — The Wenatchee 
Valley Museum and Cultural Center, 
in collaboration with NCW Arts 
Alliance, has announced a new 
summer art workshop series featuring 
regional artists and educators, set to 
commence in August.

The series, designed for partici
pants aged 16 and above of all skill 
levels, will offer a diverse range of 
creative experiences, including 
Japanese calligraphy, paper crafting, 
and painting techniques.

The series kicks off on August 10 
with a pet portrait workshop led by 
artist Sunny Hemphill. Participants 
will employ paintscraping techniques 
and markers to create colorful 
representations of their pets.

The following week, on August 17, 
Wenatchee Valley College professor 
Junko Bailey will conduct a Japanese 
calligraphy workshop. Bailey, who holds 
a seconddegree master’s certification 
in the art form, will introduce students 
to the fundamental brush techniques 
and traditions of Shodo.

On August 24, Cashmerebased 
artist Rhia Foster will guide attendees 
through a cardmaking and papercraft 
art workshop, focusing on creating 
layered textures and 3D cards.

The series concludes on August 

Local artists to lead summer workshops 
at Wenatchee Valley Museum

Leavenworth's Oktoberfest 
to return for three  
weekends in October

Community | A4
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Bright yellow in-person nomination boxes await local votes at locations around 
Cashmere, including That Pizza Place, Doanes, The Crow, and the Public Library.

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA

The mobile pantry provides fresh produce at a migrant worker camp. The migrant 
camp in Monitor is the largest camp in the area, housing up to 300 people.

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA

Valdez hands a pamphlet to a resident 
of the migrant worker camp. To best 
serve the community, UV MEND aims 
to bring culturally relevant produce, 
and provides information in both 
Spanish and English.

COURTESY OF WENATCHEE VALLEY  
MUSEUM AND CULTURAL CENTER

Wenatchee Valley College professor 
Junko Bailey, who will lead the 
Japanese Calligraphy Workshop on 
August 17 as part of the Wenatchee 
Valley Museum’s Summer Art Series, 
demonstrates the art of Shodo 
(Japanese calligraphy). Bailey, who 
holds a second-degree master’s 
certification in the craft, is shown 
carefully wielding a traditional brush 
to create intricate characters on 
paper.

COURTESY OF WENATCHEE VALLEY  
MUSEUM AND CULTURAL CENTER

This vibrant pet portrait, featuring 
a playfully rendered dog against a 
backdrop of bold colors, offers a 
sneak peek at the style of artwork 
participants might create in the 
upcoming Pet Portraits Workshop. 
Scheduled for August 10 at the 
Wenatchee Valley Museum and 
Cultural Center, the workshop 
led by artist Sunny Hemphill will 
teach attendees to use paint-
scraping techniques and markers 
to produce lively depictions of 
their pets.

WILL NILLES/WARD MEDIA

Pear UP’s first cider press, made in 1903, now rests in The Orchard’s lounge, 
a reminder of the company’s humble beginnings.

Scan this QR code with your smart-
phone camera to submit your 
nomination for honoring local citizens, 
businesses, and organizations.

Cashmere Chamber seeks 
nominations for Annual 
Community Awards

Local entrepreneur pioneers 
pear cider industry

By: Will Nilles 
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CASHMERE—As Summer 
continues well underway in the 
NCW, the Cashmere Chamber of 
Commerce is beginning preparations 
for its annual Autumn Auction 
and Recognition Dinner, calling 
for sponsorships, donations, and 
nominations from the community. 

The Autumn Auction and 
Recognition Dinner is a longheld 
local event centered around fostering 
community connections and raising 
funds for the promotion of Cashmere 
and its residents. With the aim of 

By Taylor CaldWell
Ward Media Staff Reporter

MONITOR – Last year, Upper 
Valley MEND’s food programs took 
a significant step in expanding its 
impact by adding a Mobile Food 
Pantry to its services. Now, it’s 
providing fresh produce to migrant 
worker camps across the valley.

“It’s one of my favorite programs. 
You can just feel the appreciation 
and gratitude from folks that we’re 
just, you know, giving free produce 
to. And they’re always so thankful 
and surprised it’s free,” said Food 
Programs Manager Rachel Bishop.

For years, Upper Valley MEND’s 
gleaning program has harvested 
surplus produce from local farms 
for the Community Cupboard food 
pantry. In recent years, the program 
received a refrigerated Sprinter van 

through a grant from the Washington 
State Department of Agriculture, 
allowing it to mobilize its pantry.

“We are often gleaning so much 
produce it’s too much to give away 
just at the Community Cupboard,” 
said Bishop. “So with the refrigerated 
van, we created this new program 
called the Mobile Produce Pantry.”

Last year, the mobile pantry served 
742 people and distributed over 3,400 
pounds of produce. It partnered with 
a series of organizations across the 
valley to distribute produce, such as 
Small Miracles and CAFÉ. 

However, its largest partner was 
Columbia Valley Community Health 
(CVCH), serving migrant worker 
camps. From about May to October, 
CVCH makes rotational visits to 
approximately 20 camps housing 

By: Will Nilles 
Ward Media Staff Reporter

EAST WENATCHEE— Starting 
from his greatgrandparents’ century
old pear orchard, East Wenatchee 
local, Kevin Van Reenen, works as 
a pioneer for the nation’s pear cider 
industry. Van Reenen runs Pear UP, 
one of the United States’ first true 
pear cider production companies, 
revolutionizing the world of cider
pressing right in the Wenatchee 
Valley. 

Van Reenen grew up helping his 
grandparents, the NeigelVintners, 
in their pear orchard each season. 
Though they prepared their pears 
in nearly every way imaginable, the 
NeigelVintners never tried their 
hand at pressing cider. Only after 
returning to the area with a master’s 

Mobile food pantry brings fresh produce to migrant workers

See LOCAL ARTISTS Page B2

See FOOD PANTRY Page B1

See PEAR CIDER Page B2

See CASHMERE CHAMBER Page B2

WILL NILLES/WARD MEDIA

Kevin Van Reenen stands outside 
The Orchard Cider, Seltzer, and Mead 
House, sporting Pear UP’s iconic 
neon green color.
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Get your event in the spotlight with Ward Media!
If you have an exciting event to share, email Reporter Quinn Propst at quinn@ward.media. We’ll showcase the five most 
captivating events of the week, giving your event the recognition it deserves. Even if your event isn’t among the top five,  
it will still be added to our events calendar and featured online. Don’t miss this chance to make your event shine! 5 

things to do
this week

Basics of pine needle basket 
making

The Wenatchee River 
Institute will host a Basics of 
Pine Needle Basket Making 
class at the Red Barm on 
Wednesday, August 7, from 6 
to 8:30 p.m.

“Learn how to make simple 
and functional coiled baskets 
out of local and abundant 
material,” the event page 
states. “This is a great intro 
to coiled basket techniques, 
which have been utilized by 
indigenous peoples across the 
globe.” 

For more information, visit 
wenatcheeriverinstitute.org.

Beauty and the Beast

The Leavenworth Summer 
Theater will present Disney’s 
Beauty and the Beast on 
Friday, August 9, from 8 to 

10 p.m.
“Step into the enchanted 

world of Broadway’s classic 
Disney musical Beauty and 
the Beast, one of the most 
beloved musicals of all 
time,” the event page states. 
This heartwarming tale as 
old as time astounds with 
lavish musical numbers and 
spectacular costumes and 
sets.”

For more information, visit 
leavenworthsummertheater.
org.

Friday night flick 

Ohme Gardens will host 
Friday Night Flicks on Friday, 
August 9, from 8:30 to 9:30 
p.m.

“Embark on an unforgettable 
naval adventure with Down 
Periscope, a hilarious comedy 
that will keep you entertained 

from start to 
finish,” the event 
page states. 
“Add Down 
Periscope to 
your col lection 
and get ready 
for a laughterfilled 
movie night.”

For more information, visit 
ohmegardens.org.

Waterfall Scene art class

The Cashmere Library will 
host a Waterfall Scene art 
class on Wednesday, August 
14, from 3:305:30 p.m.

The event page states, 
“Karen Hartman will lead 
everyone through the 
steps to create their own 
masterpiece.” 

All supplies are provided, 
and seating is limited. For 
more information and to 

register, visit ncwlibraries.
org.

End of the Summer 
Celebration

The Cashmere Library will 
host an End of the Summer 
Celebration on Thursday, 
August 15, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The event page states, 

“Let’s Celebrate our Summer 
Reading.” There will be Lots 
of fun activities, crafts, and 
special guests—plus treats! A 
door prize will be awarded at 
the end. It will be all for fun, 
fun for all.”

For more information, visit 
ncwlibraries.org.

Cashmere 
Valley 
Record

From the 
Publisher

Terry  
Ward

OF THE WEEK 
Swimmers

ALWAYS FRESH 
HEALTHY FOOD AT

https://wokaboutgrill.net

Way to goSwimmers!

Savannah Hart age 12 is our 
female swimmer of the week 
#6. She thanks the coaches after 
every practice. She works really 
hard and drops her race time’s 
consistently. Savannah loves to 
read, you can usually find her 
reading in a corner waiting for her 
siblings to finish their practice. 

The final week of swim team, our 
male pick for swimmer of the week 
is Benjamin James age 10.
Ben is a leader and strong swimmer. 
He leads his lane during practice 
and encourages all of his team 
mates. 

Savannah Hart, 
12 years

 Benjamin James, 
10 years

The bias binding us
In an age of information 

overload, we fancy ourselves 
discerning consumers of facts. 
We pride ourselves on our 
critical thinking, our ability 
to separate wheat from chaff 
in the digital deluge. Yet, we 
are all susceptible to a pair of 
cognitive blind spots that warp 
our worldviews: confirmation 
bias and motivated reasoning.

Confirmation bias is our 
mind’s eager yesman, always 
ready to affirm what we 
already believe. It’s the reason 
your uncle shares dubious 
Facebook posts that align with 
his politics, while dismissing 
reputable sources that don’t. 
It’s why, scrolling through X, 
formerly Twitter, we pause 
on headlines that flatter our 
preconceptions and breeze 
past those that challenge them.

Motivated reasoning is 
confirmation bias’s industrious 
sibling, working overtime 
to interpret information 
in ways that support our 

existing beliefs. It’s the mental 
gymnastics we perform to 
justify our favorite politician’s 
latest gaffe, or the tortured 
logic we employ to explain 
away inconvenient scientific 
findings.

These biases aren’t the 
exclusive domain of the 
uninformed or the extremists. 
They afflict us all, from the 
corner office to the corner 
store. They shape how we 
vote, what we buy, whom we 
trust, and how we understand 
the world around us.

The consequences are 
far from trivial. Political 
polarization deepens 
as we retreat into echo 
chambers, each side viewing 
the other with increasing 
incomprehension and hostility. 
Conspiracy theories flourish, 
fed by selectively interpreted 
events and an inability to 
seriously consider alternative 
explanations. Even in the 
hallowed halls of academia, 

these biases can skew research 
questions and interpretations, 
potentially hampering 
scientific progress.

But recognizing the 
problem is the first step 
toward addressing it. We 
must cultivate intellectual 
humility, acknowledging that 
our cherished beliefs might 
be wrong. We should actively 
seek out diverse perspectives, 
not to refute them, but to 
understand them. When 
confronted with information 
that challenges our views, 
our first instinct should be 
curiosity, not dismissal.

In our newsrooms and 
classrooms, we need to 
emphasize the teaching of 
critical thinking skills. Not 
just the ability to spot logical 
fallacies, but the harder task 
of recognizing our own biases 
and motivated reasoning.

A s  c o n s u m e r s 
of information, we  
must be willing to do the 

July 26
9:52:42 Assist Public, 2297 

Mission Creek Rd 
18:58:59 Parking/Abandon, 

West Monitor Bridge, Monitor

July 27

10:51:23 Malicious Misch, 
Cottage Ave & Woodring St

14:22:47 Civil, 5063 Mission 
Creek Rd

14:37:23 Noise, 302 Fisher St#  110 
14:46:26 Hazard, 348 Sunset 

Hwy 
15:17:05 Assist Public, 4811 

Yaksum Canyon Rd 
16:57:45 Runaway, 208 Cottage 

Ave# 2 
22:02:05 Noise, 60 Shadow 

Creek Ln 
22:31:54 Alarm, 702 Pioneer Ave; 

Pioneer Mca

July 28
2:13:56 Domestic Distur, 98 S 

Douglas St 
11:44:22 Assist Public, 19 Lopes 

Ln, Monitor 
14:19:09 Harass/Threat, 3916 

Mission Creek Rd 

July 29

2:13:56 Domestic Distur, 98 S 
Douglas St 

17:01:46 Assist Agency, 5257 N 
Cashmere Rd 

17:24:23 Vehicle Prowl, 117 
Mission Ave; Liberty Orchards

17:32:34 Lewd Conduct, 207 
Riverside Dr; Riverside

18:07:24 Accident No Inj, 229 
Cottage Ave; Village I

21:00:44 Court Order Vio, 101 
Mission View Pl

July 30
17:09:49 Harass/Threat, 5351 

Binder Rd 
19:24:24 Domestic Distur, 407 

Pioneer Ave
22:14:03 Extra Patrol, 305 

Woodring St#  ½ 

July 31

00:14:37 Suspicious, Cotlets 
Way & Titchenal

18:45:43 Assist Agency  302 
Fisher St# 110 

23:33:29 Trespass,  91 S Douglas 
St 

Aug 1

10:35:20 Drugs, 104 Paton St
11:39:54 Harass/Threat, 506 

Cottage Ave
19:31:35 Warrant, 6306 Kimber Rd 

This report is compiled from records provided by the Chelan County 
Sheriff’s Office and RiverCom. The publisher cannot certify the complete 
accuracy of the information provided.

Chelan County Sherif f’s Report

uncomfortable work 
of engaging with ideas 
that challenge us. It’s 
easy to dismiss those 
we disagree with 
as misinformed or 
malicious. It’s harder, 
but far more valuable, 
to seriously consider 
why intelligent, well
meaning people 
might see the world 
differently than we do.

The stakes are high. 
In a complex, interconnected 
world, our ability to solve 
pressing problems depends 
on our capacity to understand 
different perspectives 
and find common ground. 
Climate change, inequality, 
technological dis ruption – 
these chal lenges require 
collaborative solutions that 

transcend our tribal 
instincts.

Overcoming con
firmation bias and 
motivated reasoning 
isn’t just about being 
right. It’s about being 
open – to new ideas, to 
changing our minds, to 
seeing the world in all 
its messy complexity. 
It’s about approaching 
life with humility, 
curiosity, and a genuine 

desire to understand.
In doing so, we might just find 

that the world is richer, more 
nuanced, and more interesting 
than our biases would have us 
believe. And in bridging the 
divides of understanding, we 
may discover that what unites 
us is far greater than what 
separates us.
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Wednesday
Cashmere Rotary Club, meets at Cashmere Presbyterian Church 

hall, noon. President Mark Shorb. 509-885-0676.
Mission Creek Community Club, meets every month, 7 p.m. (1st 

and 3rd Wed.).
Cashmere Food Bank, open 2nd and 4th Wednesday from 3-4 

p.m. Cashmere Food Distribution Center, 316 River St., for 
more information, call Pam, 509-245-6464

Ukulele Circle, Join the Ukulele Circle, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday, at the Peshastin Library. Please come 15 
minutes early to tune and get the sheet music.

Thursday
Caregiver Support Group, 2-3:30 p.m. For Caregivers of those 

with Memory Loss. The Henry Building, 120 Cottage Ave. 
Contact Carmen Gamble, 509-393-0789. (1st & 3rd Thurs.)

Cashmere Sportsman Assoc., (Cashmere Gun Club), open 
to the public for trapshooting 7-10 p.m. Private rentals by 
appointment. Call Brian James, 509-782-3099.

Cashmere American Legion Post #64, 7 p.m., American 
Legion Hall, 401 Sunset Highway. Commander Ken Komro, 
509-782-4973. (1st Thurs. of every month, August -June).

Cashmere American Legion Auxiliary #64, 7 p.m., American 
Legion Hall, 401 Sunset Highway. President Linda Ingraham, 
509-679-0243. (1st Thurs. of every month, August -June).

Sunday
CHURCH: See the church page for local service times & events.

Monday
Cashmere Wacoka Kiwanis Club, 6:30 p.m., American Legion 

Hall, lower level. 6:30 p.m. Call Pam Leighton,  
509-669-3159. (4th Mon.)

Tillicum Riders, 7 p.m. Chelan County Fairgrounds.
Call Cindy, 509-662-5984. (1st Mon.)
Cashmere City Council, 6 p.m., City Hall (2nd & 4th Mon. of 

each month (unless a holiday, then Tues.).
Planning Committee Meeting, 5 p.m. at City Hall (1st Mon. of 

each month unless a holiday, then Tues.).
Cashmere Fire Department, Business management, 7 p.m., 

above City Hall. Call Chief Cy, 509-782-3513. (3rd Mon.)
Cashmere Fire Department, meeting, 8 p.m., above City Hall. 

Call Chief Cy, 509-782-3513. (3rd Mon.)
Cashmere School Board Work Session, Board work sessions 

are typically held towards the beginning of the month at 
6:30 a.m. with no action taken. For updated info. Visit www.
cashmere.wednet.edu

Cashmere School Regular Board Meetings, are typically held 
towards the end of the month at 7 p.m. with action taken. The 
schedule for meetings is subject to change to accommodate 
conflicts in schedule or special circumstances. Visit www.
cashmere.wednet.edu for the most up to date info.

Chelan Douglas Republican Women, Monthly meeting and 
luncheon 1st Monday of the month (unless it’s a holiday). $21. 
for lunch, $8. for sitting only. 11 a.m. check in starts, noon for 
meeting and speaker. Wenatchee Convention Center 121 N. 
Wenatchee Ave. For information and reservations, please call, 
Angela Dye, President, 509-668-1105 (1st Mon.)

Tuesday
Icicle & Peshastin Irrigation Districts, Current meeting time 

8 a.m. at 5594 Wescott Drive. Call Levi Jantzer, cell 509-607-
0278, 509-782-2561, or levi.ipid@nwi.net (2nd Tues.)

Peshastin Water District, meets at 4:30 p.m. Contact: Steve 
Keene for meeting location. 509-548-5266. (2nd Tues.)

Cashmere Chamber of Commerce, Noon, everyone is invited 
to attend as a guest. Call Executive Director, for meeting 
location. 509-782-7404. (3rd Tues.)

The Chelan County Cemetery District #2, (Peshastin) meets 
at 6 p.m., at the Memorial Hall, located at 10204 Main Street. 
(2nd Tues.)

NCW Libraries
Cashmere Public Library: 509-782-3314
You can order your books online at ncwlibraries.org or call 

1-800-426-READ (7323).
Mon.,Tues.,Thurs., and Fri., 9-6, Wed. 1-6 and Sat.,10-2. 

Closed Sun. 300 Woodring Street. Call 782-3314, or online at 
cashmere@ncwlibraries.org

Cashmere Museum and Pioneer Village
Call for more information 509-782-3230
Chelan County Historical Society Board meets, 7 p.m., 

Cashmere Museum, 600 Cotlets Way. Call Nicky 509-782-
3230. (3rd Thurs.)

Note: Some meetings or events may be rescheduled due to 
holidays or other closures. Please call and check with that 
organization listed.

Community Calendar

Real Estate Law
(509) 662-1211

We provide excellent legal services in real estate title issues, 
water rights, easements, and purchases and sales.

7 North Wenatchee Avenue, Wenatchee
www.SpeidelBentsen.comRussell J. Speidel David J. Bentsen

12 arrested in multi-agency child exploitation sting
NCW News 
Ward Media

WENATCHEE  A multi
agency operation targeting 
individuals allegedly 
involved in sexual abuse and 
exploitation of children led 
to the arrest of 12 people in 
Chelan and Douglas Counties.

The operation, dubbed “Net 
Nanny,” was spearheaded by 
the Washington State Patrol’s 
(WSP) Missing and Exploited 
Children Task Force. It marks 
the 22nd such operation 
conducted by the task force, 
which has resulted in 333 
arrests since its inception.

“I know all my fellow law 
enforcement leaders agree 
that there is nothing more 
important than safeguarding 
and protecting our community’s 
most innocent and vulnerable 
individuals  our children,” said 
WSP Chief John R. Batiste. “As 
the Chief of the Washington 
State Patrol, I couldn’t be more 
proud of the outcomes of this 
operation and the teamwork 
displayed. The local community 
can be very thankful for the 
each of the federal, state, 
county and local agencies 
involved for their leadership, 
partnership, and support of this 
very successful operation.”

The operation involved 
multiple law enforcement 
agencies, including the Chelan 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Douglas County Prosecutor’s 
Office, Wenatchee Police 
Department, and several 
others.

Authorities released the 
names of the 12 individuals 
arrested and charged during 
the operation:
1. Anton Olsen, 22, 

Leavenworth
2. Alberto Aviliz, 41, East 

Wenatchee
3. Raymond Sulak, 61, Port 

Orchard
4. J. Guadalupe Alcaraz 

Ceballos, 42, Wenatchee
5. Jacob Sea, 26, East 

Wenatchee
6. Jacob Barnett, 30, 

Wenatchee
7. Travis Efcoli, 34, East 

Wenatchee
8. Eusebio Alvarez, 25, East 

Wenatchee
9. Patrick McWhinney, 35, 

Wenatchee
10. Mark Ashmore, 50, East 

Wenatchee
11. Isadoro Angel, 28, Spokane 

Valley
12. Tristian Rodriguez, 31, East 

Wenatchee

Chief Batiste emphasized the 
ongoing threat posed by online 
predators, stating, “The online 
world’s ability to connect us 
all has proven to be invaluable 
over these past many years. 
Tragically, it also provides an 
avenue for criminals to reach 
into our homes, and more 
worrisome, into the lives of our 
children, in ways previously 
never imagined.”

Authorities reported that the 
primary crimes investigated 
during the operation included:

• RCW 9A.44.073  Rape of a 
child in the first degree  
attempt

• RCW 9A.44.076  Rape of a 
child in the second degree 
 attempt

• RCW 9.68A.090  
Communication with 
a minor for immoral 
purposes

• RCW 9.68A.100  
Commercial sexual abuse 
of a minor  attempt

Law enforcement officials 
urge anyone with information 
related to the suspects or 
potential victims to contact the 
WSP’s Missing and Exploited 
Children Task Force at mectf@
wsp.wa.gov.

Cashmere Valley Record 
Ward Media

LEAVENWORTH — The 
Leavenworth Village Voices, 
a community choir with a 
42year history in the region, 
is preparing for its 2024 season 
and seeking new members.

The choir, known for its 
Christmas performances, will 
host its annual Season Opener 
picnic on Tuesday, August 13, 
at 6:00 p.m. at Lions Club Park 
in Leavenworth. This event 
allows prospective members 
to meet current singers, 
share a meal, and learn about 
the choir’s activities before 
rehearsals begin.

To generate interest, 
the group recently held a 
“Christmas in July” event at 
the Leavenworth Farmers 
Market. Choir members 
performed Christmas carols 

for approximately 30 minutes, 
despite temperatures reaching 
90 degrees Fahrenheit.

Regular rehearsals for 
the 2024 season will start on 
Monday, August 19, from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. at New Life Church in 
Peshastin. The choir has a non
audition policy and welcomes 
singers of all skill levels.

The Leavenworth 
Village Voices focuses 
primarily on Christmas
themed performances, with 
concerts and caroling events 
scheduled for late November 
and December. The group 
has finalized dates for the 
2024 concert series, allowing 
potential audience members to 
plan ahead.

Those interested in joining 
or attending performances 
can find more information 
on the choir’s website at 
LeavenworthVillageVoices.org.

Cashmere Valley Record 
Ward Media

LEAVENWORTH – 
Leavenworth’s annual 
Oktoberfest will return this 
year for three weekends of beer 
gardens and entertainment. 
The event will span Oct. 45, 
1112, and 1819.

The beer gardens, located at 
the Leavenworth Festhalle and 
Front Street Park, will host 
three stages with a schedule 
packed with entertainment. 
The festival will feature polka 
variety bands, such as the 
Canadian S Bahn Band, the 
Californian West Coast Prost, 
and the Austrian band Die 
Jungen Weststeirer, playing 
both Polka and Oberkreiner 
Oktoberfest music. Austrian 
band Pech und Schwefel and 
Manuela Horn, the Yodelin’ 

Queen, will also grace the 
stage.

Enzian Schuhplattler of 
Seattle and the Tirolean 
Dancers of Oregon will serve 
up traditional Germanstyle 
dances. The PNWbased cover 
band AquaNets and rock band 
the Hosen Ones are expected 
to keep the party going.

Fan favorites such as Smilin 
Scandinavians, AlpenFolk, 
The Europa Band, The Ted 
Lunka Polka Band, European 
Takeout, the Leavenworth 
Alphorns, and more will 
provide wellloved traditional 
Oktoberfest music.

Festivalgoers will get to 
enjoy vendors, food, and beer, 
as well as a larger Kinderplatz 
area complete with a 62foot 
Ferris wheel, a rootbeer 
garden, and lots of free games 
for the kids. This year, the 

festival will have a special area 
for adults to enjoy lawn and 
leisure games.

The festival will also 
be introducing a new 
streamlined payment system 
utilizing a commemorative 
smartcard fabric wristband. 
The wristband offers tapand
pay purchases for a cashless 
event. Those wishing to use 
cash will be able to preload 
their wristband. Attendees 
will also have the option to 
pay via credit/debit or mobile 
pay app.

Oktoberfest in Leavenworth 
is produced by the Leavenworth 
Chamber of Commerce, which 
also organizes Christmastown, 
Winter Karneval, Love from 
Leavenworth, and Maifest.

Additional entertainment 
support will be provided by 
sponsors Andreas Keller 

Restaurant and the Rhein 
Haus. München Haus will be 
sponsoring the Kinderplatz. 
Love Leavenworth Vacation 
Rentals, SOUTH, and Sleeping 
Lady Resort are supporting 
efforts to make Oktoberfest a 
zerowaste event.

Oktoberfest in Leavenworth 
was recently named one of the 
top 13 outdoor festivals in the 
country by Outside Magazine.

“A lot of towns throw 
Oktoberfests, but nobody pulls 
it off quite like Leavenworth, 
a Bavarianthemed village in 
central Washington’s Cascade 
Range. This Oktoberfest is so 
popular, it’s spread over three 
weekends,” the publication 
wrote.

More information about 
the event can be found at 
leavenworth.org

COURTESY OF HEIDI SWOBODA

Leavenworth Village Voices perform at one of their Christmas 
concerts, led by Choir Director Mindy Wall, with Accompanist 
Leah Moats at the piano. Young Swayze Fromm (center) joins 
the ensemble, adding a touch of youthful enthusiasm to the 
holiday performance.

COURTESY OF LEAVENWORTH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Leavenworth’s annual Oktoberfest will return Oct. 4-5, 11-12, and 18-19.

Community Choir seeks new 
voices for Christmas season

Leavenworth’s Oktoberfest to return 
for three weekends in October
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Summer 
starts here!

 509-731-3624

White glove service so you can focus on your business.

Upper Valley
To Place Information In The Church Guide Call 509-548-5286

Church Guide

Leavenworth
CASCADE MOUNTAIN  

BIBLE CHURCH
Office: 509-548-4331 • 11025  

Chumstick Hwy. • Please join us Sun-
day mornings, 9 a.m., Sunday School, 

10:30 a.m., Worship Service

LEAVENWORTH COMMUNITY  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

418 Evans Street • 509-548-5619
10 a.m.Sunday Service, Pastor

Jo Dene Romeijn-Stout
Leavenworthumc.org

leavenworthumc@outlook.com

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
 “Reconciling in Christ Congregation”

224 Benton Street • 509-548-7010
Worship 9:30 a.m. w/coffee following

Eva Jenson, Pastor
https://www.flcleavenworth.com

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
OF LEAVENWORTH, SBC

429 Evans Street, 509- 470-7745
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.

www.leavenworthbaptist.com
Email: info@leavenworthbaptist.com

LEAVENWORTH CHURCH OF THE 
NAZARENE

111 Ski Hill Drive • 509-548-5292
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Lead Pastor: Greg Appleby
Youth Pastor Paige Derossett

Worship Pastor-Jacob Mitchell
www.LCN.org

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
10600 Ski Hill Drive • 509-548-4345

Saturday Services • Bible Study 9:30 
a.m. • Worship 11 a.m.  

509-860-3997

SPIRIT LIFE CENTER
210 Benton Street • 509-548-7138

Sunday Worship 10 a.m., Prayer 6 
p.m. • Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 

p.m. • Pastor Russell Esparza

Monitor
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

3799 Fairview Canyon - 509-782-2601
Worship Service at 9:00 AM, Sunday

Pastor Lilia Felicitas-Malana

Dryden
DRYDEN COMMUNITY CHURCH

Hwy 2 at Dryden Ave. • 509-782-2935
Sunday Worship at 11 am.  

•  Prayer Meeting Wed. at 6 pm.  
Pastor Bill Clem

MID-VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
8345 Stine Hill Rd. • 509-782-2616

Worship Service, 10 a.m., • Sunday 
School, 9 a.m. •Pastor Mike Moore

www.midvalley baptist.org

Peshastin
LIGHT IN THE VALLEY COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
8455 Main Street • Sunday Worship 10 

a.m. • Pastor John Romine
www.lightinthevalley.org

NEW LIFE FOURSQUARE CHURCH
7591 Hwy. 97 • 509-548-4222

Sunday Worship, 10 a.m.
Pastors, Darryl and Mindy Wall

newlifeleavenworth@gmail.com
FB page: newlifeleavenworth

www.newlifeleavenworth.com

Plain
PLAIN COMMUNITY CHURCH
Serving Our Valley Since 1941
12565 Chapel Dr. 509-763-3621

Looking for you at 10:30 this Sunday!
plaincommunitychurch.org

facebook.com/plaincommunitychurch
office@plaincommunitychurch.org

Cashmere
CASHMERE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

303 Maple Street • 509-782-2431
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

Call for activities: Pastor Charles 
Clarke • www.cashmerepres.org

CASHMERE COMMUNITY CHURCH
213 S Division St - 509-782-3811

Worship Service at 11:00 AM, Sunday
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, • 10 AM to 1 

PM • Pastor Lilia Felicitas-Malana

CHRIST CENTER
Sunday Worship Service at 10 am

Lead Pastor Steve Haney • 5800 
Kimber Rd., Cashmere• 509-295-8006 

christcentercashmere.com

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH
• 509-860-0736 • 222 Cottage Ave.,

9 am Formation of Faith, 10 am Wor-
ship. Combined service with Grace 
Lutheran Church. Pastor Rob Gohl

‘Bringing the community to your door’  isn’t  just our slogan... It’s our purpose 

The Leavenworth Echo | Cashmere Valley Record

Russell J. Speidel

Attorney Russell J. Speidel named to Super Lawyers list
NCW News 
Ward Media

WENATCHEE — Russell 
J. Speidel, an estate planning 
and probate attorney based 
in Wenatchee, has been 
recognized in the 2024 edition 
of Washington Super Lawyers, 
marking his continued excel

lence in the legal field.
The prestigious desig

nation, awarded to only five 
percent of lawyers statewide, 
highlights Speidel’s expertise 
and standing among his peers. 
This recognition is not new for 
Speidel, who has consistently 
earned a spot on the Super 
Lawyers list since 2007.

Mr. Speidel is the only Estate 
Planning and Probate lawyer in 
North Central Washington to 
receive this honor.

The Super Lawyers selection 
process is known for its 
rigorous and multifaceted 
approach. It begins with peer 
nominations and proceeds 
through independent eva

luation by the publication’s 
attorneyled research staff. 
Candidates then undergo a 
peer review by practice area, 
followed by a thorough check of 
their professional standing and 
disciplinary record.

Super Lawyers recognize 
attorneys who have 
distinguished themselves in 

their legal practice.
This recognition underscores 

Speidel’s continued com mitment 
to excellence in estate planning 
and probate law, areas that are 
crucial for many Washington 
residents seeking to secure their 
financial lega cies and navigate 
complex legal processes during 
sensitive times.

Christine Morgan, 
Executive Director 

of Icicle Fund, 
will step down 

from her role 
in September 

after nine years 
of leading 

the nonprofit 
organization 

that supports 
arts, history, and 

environmental 
initiatives in the 

region.

Congresswoman Kim Schrier 
(D-WA)

Icicle Fund Executive Director to step down after nine years of leadership
NCW News 
Ward Media

LEAVENWORTH  The 
Icicle Fund, a nonprofit 
organization supporting arts, 
history, and environmental 
initiatives in North Central 
Washington, announced that 
Executive Director Christine 
Morgan will be stepping down 
after nine years of leadership.

The organization’s board 
is now seeking applicants for 
the position to guide the Icicle 
Fund into its next phase of 
development.

Morgan, who has been 
cre dited with steering the 
organization through sig ni
ficant milestones, will remain 
in her role through September 
to ensure a smooth transition.

NCW News 
Ward Media

WASHINGTON  DC—
Congresswoman Kim Schrier 
(DWA) is urgently calling for 
additional resources to combat 
the Pioneer Fire in Washington 
State, which has burned over 
30,000 acres and is threatening 
the remote community of 
Stehekin.

In a letter addressed to the 
National Interagency Fire 
Center (NIFC) on July 25, Rep. 
Schrier requested information 
on resource allocation and 
prioritization for wildfires in 
her state. The congresswoman 
expressed particular concern 

for Stehekin, a town with no 
road access and currently 
under a Level 2 Fire Advisory.

“I am increasingly concerned 
about the impact the Pioneer 
Fire will have on Stehekin 
residents and want to ensure 
residents and responders have 
access to the resources they 
need to secure their safety and 
minimize potential structural 
damage,” Schrier wrote in her 
letter to NIFC officials.

The Pioneer Fire, burning 
31 miles northwest of Chelan, 
WA, is rapidly approaching 
Stehekin, which serves as a 
gateway to North Cascades 
National Park. The Northwest 
Interagency Coordination 

Center has ranked it as the 
third most concerning fire in 
Washington State and twelfth 
in the region.

Schrier is seeking clarity 
on how these rankings 
affect resource mobilization, 
stating, “I would like to know 
how this ranking affects the 
mobilization of resources and 
what characteristics of the fire 
impact the decisionmaking 
process.”

The congresswoman also 
inquired about the availability 
of additional fire management 
resources from outside 
the region, including the 
possibility of international aid. 
With the Northwest region at 

Preparedness Level 5, Schrier 
emphasized the need for a 
comprehensive understanding 
of the national resource 
commitment.

“Mitigating risk in our 
forests has become ever more 
important with the increasing 
intensity of wildfires and 
lengthening wildfire seasons 
throughout the West,” 
Schrier said in a separate 
statement. “The Pioneer Fire 
poses a particular threat as 
it encroaches on the town 
of Stehekin. Its geography 
also makes it particularly 
challenging to fight.”

Schrier’s efforts extend 
beyond this immediate 

crisis. She has been active in 
wildfire mitigation legislation, 
including pushing for federal 
firefighter pay increases, 
introducing the National 
Prescribed Fire Act of 2024, 
and securing $11.5 million in 
Community Wildfire Defense 
Grants.

The congresswoman 
acknowledged the dedication 
of firefighters on the ground, 
stating, “We want to thank 
the firefighters and crews on 
the ground who have been 
fighting this fire valiantly. I 
am committed to getting 
them the resources they need 
and ensuring that the Forest 
Service prioritizes our region.”

Schrier calls for more resources to support wildfire fighting ef fort

During her tenure, 
Morgan oversaw several key 
developments, including the 
acceptance of Sleeping Lady 
Mountain Resort as a gift 
from founder Harriet Bullitt in 
2019, an increase in support 
for local nonprofits during 
the COVID19 pandemic, 
and the implementation of a 
trustbased community grant 
program.

In a statement, Morgan 
expressed gratitude for her 
time with the organization, 
saying, “Icicle Fund is a unique 
local, placebased funder of 
the arts, environment, and 
history. It is a rare community 
treasure, and this region would 
be a very different place to 
live and visit without it. I 
feel deep gratitude to Harriet 
and the NCW community for 
the opportunity to serve and 
steward the Fund for a while. 

The organization is strong 
and well positioned for future 
impact. I am looking forward 
to my next chapter of service 
elsewhere and to opening the 
door for the next leader of the 
Icicle Fund.”

Mitsu Iwasaki, Icicle Fund 
Board President, praised 
Morgan’s contributions, 
stating, “We are grateful 
to Christine’s unwavering 
dedication to the communities 
and organizations that make 
North Central Washington 
special. Under her vision, 
the Fund has had a profound 
impact on the arts, history, 
culture, and the environment 
throughout our valley and 
beyond. We look forward to 
identifying the next director 
who will help shape the Icicle 
Fund into its next iteration.”

The Icicle Fund, established 
in 1998 by Harriet Bullitt, 

has invested more than $45 
million in over 100 nonprofits 
across North Central 
Washington. The organization 
focuses on strengthening 
connections between people 
and place through support 
of artistic expression, 
historical understanding, and 
environmental conservation.

Those interested in the 
Executive Director position 
can find more information on 
the Icicle Fund’s website at 
www.iciclefund.org. 

Please recycle Please recycle 
this paperthis paper
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TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA

The mobile pantry coordinates with CVCH to visit camps across the valley.

TAYLOR CALDWELL / WARD MEDIA

UV MEND staff member Natalie Valdez and volunteer Robin Moser.

Food pantry
Continued from page A1

seasonal agricultural workers, 
or H2A workers, providing 
medical and dental care out of 
a mobile clinic.

“I invite other community 
partners to attend as well, 
because a lot of times maybe 
not every one of the 200 H2A 
workers that are in one camp, 
maybe they all don’t need just 
medical or dental services, 
but maybe they could really 
benefit from getting free 
food, or from getting other 
community resources,” said 
CVCH Outreach Coordinator 
Bryan Cadena.

Last year, the mobile pantry 
served 376 workers and 
distributed nearly 2,000 pounds 
of produce. 

“Locally grown organic 
produce is one of the more 
expensive things you can buy 
at a grocery store, so [we’re] 

being able to provide that to 
people who definitely wouldn’t 
have access otherwise,” said 
Bishop.

At the site, the mobile pantry 
mimics a farmers market 
setup, placing the produce in 
nice baskets with signage, to 
make people feel welcome. UV 
MEND provides grocery bags, 
and people are able to take as 
much as they want.

“We try and make sure that 
we’re bringing, if it’s available, 
culturally important produce 
to the people, so that they’re 
actually used when they’re 
cooking. So for a lot of the 
migrant camps, we’re trying 
to bring onions, and cilantro, 
and tomatoes, fruit, peppers, 
zucchini, potatoes, all that kind 
of stuff,” said Bishop.

In situations where the 
gleaning program has 
harvested a large amount of 
an unpopular vegetable, the 
pantry will try to provide a 

familiar recipe. For kale, UV 
MEND staff member Natalie 
Valdez was able to provide a 
kalechimichurri recipe in both 
Spanish and English for people 
to take home.

“[For] a lot of people here, 
Spanish is their main language 
and you know, you really want 
to be able to communicate with 
them and make them feel more 
comfortable,” said Valdez.

Due to seasonal challenges 
this year, UV MEND has had 
less produce to glean, causing 
it to scale back its mobile 
pantry. Because of this, it’s 
focusing on migrant camps 
when it has produce available. 
Fortunately, the program is 
able to supplement through its 
Farm to Food Pantry program 
with the state, in which it 
can buy produce from local 
farmers.

Taylor Caldwell: 509-433-7276 
or taylor@ward.media

By amy yaley 
COO of Ward Media

Fall marketing strategies: capitalize 
on autumn opportunities in NCW

When the long, hot 
(smokey) days of summer 
give way to crisp autumn 
air, business owners in 
North Central Washington 
face new opportunities. Fall 
brings unique challenges and 
possibilities, especially for our 
region’s small and medium
sized businesses. Whether 
you’re in construction, real 
estate, or running a local 
winery, adapting your 
marketing strategy for the fall 
season can help you finish the 
year strong financially.

Understand Our 
Autumn Market

Fall in North Central 
Washington is a special 
time. When summer tourists 
start heading home, we see 
a different kind of visitor: 
those seeking colorful foliage, 
harvest experiences, cooler 
hiking days, and a taste of 
our famous wines. Local 
consumers also change their 
habits, focusing more on 
home improvements before 
winter and looking for indoor 
activities as the weather cools.

For construction and real 
estate businesses, this can 
mean a push for lastminute 
outdoor projects or a focus 
on interior renovations. 

Wineries might see an uptick 
in visitors eager to experience 
the harvest season firsthand. 
Understanding these shifts 
is key to crafting effective 
marketing strategies.

Tailor Your Marketing 
for Fall

Event-Based Marketing: Fall 
fairs, farmer’s markets, and 
harvest festivals are perfect 
opportunities to showcase 
your business. Construction 
companies might demonstrate 
winterization techniques, real 
estate agents could highlight 
cozy homes perfect for the 
colder months, and wineries 
can offer special harvest tours 
or tastings.

Target Autumn Tourism: 
Fall in North Central 
Washington brings a fresh 
wave of visitors, each with 
their own interests and 
needs. Real estate agents 
might create “relocation 
packages” that showcase the 
region’s yearround appeal, 
highlighting our four seasons 
and activities unique to each 
season. Wineries can promote 
special autumn wine tours 
that combine the appeal of 
hiking with the excitement of 
harvest season. Construction 
businesses could partner 

with local accommodations to 
offer “fall fixup” packages for 
vacation homeowners.

Leverage Autumn Acti vities: 
Tie your promotions to popular 
fall activities. For example, a 
construction company could 
offer a “prewinter checklist” 
service at the County Fair, 
real estate agents might host 
pumpkinpicking events at 
properties with land, and 
wineries can create harvest
themed tasting experiences.

Digital Marketing  
for Fall

In today’s world, your online 
presence is crucial. Use social 
media to showcase the beauty 
of North Central Washington 
in autumn. Share photos 
of homes with stunning fall 
views, timelapse videos of 
construction projects racing to 
beat the winter weather, or 
behindthescenes glimpses 
of the winemaking process 
during harvest.  Keep in mind, 
that social media should not 
be your only digital presence.  
Current algorithms only reach 
a small percentage of your 
following.

Consider running 
geotargeted ads to reach 
potential visitors from other 
areas like Spokane, Ellensburg, 

or the west side. Digital display 
marketing campaigns can keep 
your local customers informed 
about fall specials or remind 
them of important seasonal 
services (like winterizing 
homes or stocking up on wine 
for holiday entertaining).

Adapt Your Offerings 
for Autumn

Think about how you 
can tweak your products 
or services for the season. 
Construction businesses 
might offer fall maintenance 
packages. Real estate agents 
could create cozy autumn 
staging for home viewings. 
Wineries can introduce 
limitededition harvest blends 
or host special fallthemed 
events.

For all businesses, 
consider limitedtime autumn 
promotions. These create 
a sense of urgency and can 
drive sales during what might 
otherwise be a slower period.

Measure Your Success

It’s important to track 
how well your fall marketing 
efforts are working. Keep an 
eye on your sales figures, 
website traffic, and customer 
engagement. Many free or low

cost tools can help you monitor 
these metrics. This data will 
be invaluable for refining your 
strategies, not just for this fall 
but for future seasons as well.

Plan Ahead

As you implement your fall 
marketing plan, start thinking 
about the upcoming holiday 
season. How can you transition 
your autumn promotions into 
winter ones? For construction 
and real estate, this might 
mean shifting focus to indoor 
projects or cozy winter homes. 
Wineries can start promoting 
their wines as perfect holiday 
gifts or for New Year’s 
celebrations.

Embrace Autumn’s 
Opportunities

Fall in North Central 
Washington offers a wealth 

of marketing opportunities 
for businesses of all types. 
By understanding the unique 
characteristics of our autumn 
market, tailoring your 
strategies to the season, and 
leveraging both traditional and 
digital marketing techniques, 
you can make the most of this 
beautiful time of year.

Remember, the key to 
successful seasonal marketing 
is to start planning early and 
be willing to adapt as you 
learn what works best for 
your business. Embrace the 
changing seasons, and let the 
natural beauty and bounty 
of our region inspire your 
marketing efforts.

Amy Yaley is the COO of Ward 
Media and the co-owner of 
Apple Capital Marketing & 
Northwest Swag Works. She 
can be reached at amy@ward.
media.

NCW News 
Ward Media

WENATCHEE  The 
Wenatchee Metropolitan 
Statistical Area, comprising 
Chelan and Douglas counties, 
saw its unemployment rate 
rise and nonfarm employment 
decline in June compared to 
the previous year, according 
to a report released by the 
Washington State Employment 
Security Department.

The report, compiled 
by Donald W. Meseck, 
Regional Labor Economist 
at the Employment Security 

Department, provides a 
detailed analysis of the area’s 
labor market trends.

The unemployment rate in 
the Wenatchee MSA increased 
to 3.9% in June 2024, up from 
3.3% in June 2023. This rise 
occurred despite growth in 
the civilian labor force, which 
expanded by 1,243 residents to 
reach 68,835, a 1.8% increase 
yearoveryear.

“This yearoveryear 
increase in the number of 
unemployed overpowered 
the expansion in the local 
labor force, causing the 
unemployment rate to rise 

sixtenths of a point, from 3.3% 
in June 2023 to 3.9% in June 
2024,” Meseck stated in the 
report.

Total nonfarm employment 
in the twocounty area 
decreased by 900 jobs, or 1.8%, 
from 50,800 in June 2023 to 
49,900 in June 2024. This marks 
a reversal from the area’s 
previous trend of job growth.

According to the report, 
“Year over year, the 
Wenatchee MSA’s nonfarm 
market expanded for 37 months 
(April 2021 through April 2024) 
before contracting in May and 
June 2024.”

Key industries showing job 
losses included construction, 
which declined by 200 jobs or 
4.9% yearoveryear. However, 
some sectors did see growth, 
including education and health 
services, which added 300 jobs, 
a 3.7% increase.

The leisure and hospitality 
sector, crucial to the area’s 
economy, continued its growth 
trend, adding 200 jobs for a 2.7% 
increase compared to June 
2023. This growth outpaced the 
statewide trend, where leisure 
and hospitality employment 
actually declined slightly.

“Job growth rates in this 

local industry have been 
more rapid than leisure and 
hospitality job growth rates 
statewide in each of the past 
10 months (September 2023 
through June 2024),” the report 
noted.

The report also provided 
insight into longterm trends 
in agricultural employment, 
a significant sector in both 
Chelan and Douglas counties. 
In Chelan County, agricultural 
jobs decreased from 9,327 in 
2013 to 8,187 in 2023, a 12.2% 
decline over the decade. 
Douglas County saw an 
even steeper drop of 21% in 
agricultural employment over 
the same period.

Despite the job losses, 

agricultural wages in both 
counties showed modest 
growth when not adjusted 
for inflation. The report 
suggested several possible 
explanations for this trend, 
including “automation, the 
gradual conversion of some 
seasonal agricultural jobs 
to yearround positions, and 
the increased use of H2A 
agricultural labor.”

The full impact of these 
changes on the local economy 
remains to be seen, but the 
data suggests a shifting 
landscape in the Wenatchee 
area’s labor market, with 
traditional agricultural jobs 
declining while some service 
sectors continue to grow.

Wenatchee area sees job losses and rising unemployment
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ADD YOUR BUSINESS 
OR SERVICE TO THIS 

DIRECTORY: 509-731-3321509-731-3321

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 888-674-7053  
to schedule your free quote!

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

1 DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 8/31/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 5/1/2024 and 8/31/2024. Additional $100 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 4, taken 
after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 8/31/2024. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by 
federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. CA License CLSB #1050316. Central CA License #1096271. License 
#RCE-50303. OR License #198571. WA License #RENEWAP877BM. WA License #RENEWAW856K6, FL License #CGC1527613. All other license numbers available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA13669

Save on Windows and Doors!

Minimum purchase of 4 – interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Affordable Financing!

NO Money Down,

NO Monthly Payments,

NO Interest for 12 months1

40%
OFF

Buy One, Get One

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE1

Take an Extra

$100OFF

AND AND

ALL WINDOWS AND DOORS1

866-620-3021

Call by August 31
to schedule your FREE consultation.

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit 
approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 
559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, 
MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 
179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing 
that fi ts your budget!1

1-888-360-1582
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

COURTESY OF WENATCHEE VALLEY MUSEUM AND CULTURAL CENTER

This whimsical handmade card featuring a heart-shaped cactus 
with the phrase “HUGS PLS” showcases the type of project 
participants might create in the upcoming Cardmaking and 
Papercraft Art Workshop. Led by Cashmere-based artist Rhia 
Foster on August 24 at the Wenatchee Valley Museum, the 
workshop will teach techniques for layering paper and creating 
unique 3D effects.

COURTESY OF WENATCHEE VALLEY MUSEUM AND CULTURAL CENTER

Wenatchee artist Lindsay Breidenthal demonstrates the stencil 
painting techniques she will teach in the final workshop of the 
Wenatchee Valley Museum’s 2024 Summer Art Series on August 
31. In her upcoming workshop, participants will learn to use 
stencils to create depth in their paintings and produce small 
art pieces such as bookmarks and postcards.

COURTESY OF WENATCHEE VALLEY MUSEUM AND CULTURAL CENTER

Cashmere-based artist Rhia Foster will lead the Cardmaking and 
Papercraft Art Workshop on August 24 as part of the Wenatchee 
Valley Museum’s Summer Art Series.

COURTESY OF WENATCHEE VALLEY MUSEUM AND CULTURAL CENTER

This image of traditional Japanese calligraphy exemplifies 
the art form that will be taught in the upcoming workshop 
at the Wenatchee Valley Museum and Cultural Center on 
August 17. Led by Wenatchee Valley College professor Junko 
Bailey, a second-degree master in Japanese calligraphy, the 
workshop will introduce participants to Shodo (書道), the art of 
Japanese calligraphy. Attendees will learn fundamental brush 
techniques and gain appreciation for the aesthetic traditions 
displayed in this intricate, flowing script. The workshop is part 
of the museum’s 2024 Summer Art Series, offering a unique 
opportunity for community members to explore this ancient art 
form under expert guidance.

WILL NILLES/WARD MEDIA

Alongside their signature ciders and meads, The Orchard offers 
a menu of appetizing snacks for their customers.

31 with a stencil painting 
workshop led by Wenatchee 
artist Lindsay Breidenthal. 
Participants will learn to create 
depth in their paintings and 
produce small art pieces such 
as bookmarks and postcards.

Museum officials have 
announced a 10% discount for 

patrons registering for three 
or more classes. The series is 
sponsored by the Wenatchee 
Art Education Consortium.

For more information or to 
register, interested parties can 
contact the museum’s front 
desk at at (509)-888-6240 or 
visit their website at www.
wenatcheevalleymuseum.
org/2024-summer-art-series/.

Local artists
Continued from page A1

Pear cider
Continued from page A1

Cashmere Chamber
Continued from page A1

bolstering the community’s 
economic vitality, the event 
includes both a silent auction 
featuring items donated by 
local businesses as well as a 
recognition dinner celebrating 
the local efforts of Cashmere 
residents.  

Each year, the Recognition 
Dinner celebrates three 
community nominated 
categories: citizen, business, 
and organization of the year. 
The winners of these three 
categories are decided through 
public nominations submitted 
either online or inperson at 
one of the many nomination 

boxes located at Cashmere 
businesses including That 
Pizza Place, Doanes, The 
Crow, the Public Library, and 
Martin’s Market. 

Community members are 
encouraged to participate 
in this traditional Cashmere 
community event through a 
range of different options. 

Local business owners 
have the opportunity to make 
donations of merchandise and 
gift certificates for the silent 
auction, generating publicity 
for their businesses while 
giving back to the community. 

Participants can also sponsor 
a table at the event, and receive 
extra tickets, a stronger 
presence at the dinner, and 

degree in finance did Van 
Reenen begin seeing pear cider 
as a possible new chapter in 
his family’s local pear legacy. 

He began pressing his 
grandparents’ pears as a side 
hobby to his career in Boeing, 
using a 120yearold cider 
press from the Blewett Pass 
area to churn out his first 
batches. After bringing a small 
first batch to his wedding, 
people were blown away by 
the cider’s sweet yet uniquely 
light palette. When partygoers 
told him that they would pay 
for more of his homebrewed 
cider, Van Reenen knew he 
had struck gold.

“They were like, ‘I would 
pay you for this,’ and I was like, 
‘I would let you pay me for this. 
Is that all it takes to go pro?’” 
he chuckled, owing part of his 
initial success to beginner’s 
luck. “I was working at Boeing, 
so I started kind of doing it on 
the side. And my first batch 
that I did, we blew it out of the 
water. Amazing. Or lucky, I 
should say.” 

Van Reenen began 
producing seriously, founding 
the Pear UP company, and 
looking for distributors 
to spread his cider across 
the country. As production 
increased, he turned to 
Peshastin’s HiUp growers 
for exclusively local pears, 
allowing him to press larger 
quantities of cider. Though 
he had no issue with finding 
demand for his uniquely tasty 
cider, Van Reenen quickly 
found that he was one of the 
first hard pearcider pressers 
in the entire county, leading to 
a variety of legislative issues 
for his business. 

One of the largest initial 
challenges for Pear UP’s 
cider came from taxes which 
targeted the untapped pear 
cider market with much 
higher taxes than that of apple 
cider. Van Reenen reacted 
to this unbalanced taxation 
by pushing for more defined 
federal pear cider legislation, 

public acknowledgment for 
their local support. 

Cashmere residents are 
also encouraged to make 
their choices for who they 
believe best deserves the 
titles of citizen, business, and 
organization of the year. 

The nomination boxes are 
easily identified by their bright 
yellow color and attached fliers 
urging locals to ‘vote today.’ 
Each box also features the 
names of previous nominees, 
going back to 1978 with their 
earliest Citizen of the Year 

recipient, Robbie Robinson, 
a perfect illustration of the 
event’s longstanding history in 
Cashmere. 

For those who would 
rather vote digitally, a QR 
code is posted on the side of 
each nomination box and on 
the window of the Chamber 
of Commerce’s 103 Cottage 
Avenue location. Scanning the 
QR code with a smartphone 
camera sends participants to 
an interactive Google Doc, 
allowing them to make their 
nominations in a simplified 

digital format.
The nomination period for 

the Recognition Dinner ends 
on August 31, meaning that 
Cashmere residents should 
vote as soon as possible to 
ensure their choices receive 
the support they deserve.

With its community 
centered Autumn Auction 
and Recognition Dinner, 
the Cashmere Chamber of 
Commerce hopes to link the 
town together, connecting 
businesses and residents in 
the local area under one united 

goal of fostering financial 
stability in the Cashmere 
region. To help support this 
important cause, be sure to 
cast your nominations by 
August 31, and to make any 
auction donations or table 
sponsorships by September 1. 

For more information on 
the Cashmere Chamber of 
Commerce and its upcoming 
events, visit cashmerechamber.
org or call (509) 7827404. 

Will Nilles: (509) 731-3211 or 
will@ward.media

working alongside lawmakers 
to forge a path ahead for his 
emerging industry. 

“The tax class in the US for 
pear cider was apple cider 
with pear flavor. So there 
was pear cider out there, but 
there wasn’t, it was apple. I 
found out there was a reason 
why [there was no hard pear 
cider], I was [paying] three 
times the tax of apple when I 
started because basically the 
feds had no idea what to do 
with me,” he explained. “So, 
all you had to do was go to 
the Library of Congress and 
spill some white out on the 
‘apple’ and then it would just 
be ‘cider.’ So, I worked with a 
congressman out of Oregon to 
help get that written so I could 
be on a level playing field for 
taxes.”  

Another major challenge for 
Pear UP came about within 
the cidermaking process 
itself. Though many cider 
producers claim that pears 
are a much simpler fruit to 
ferment into hard cider, Van 
Reenen believes the opposite 
is true after years of pear cider 
experience. 

For one, pears lack much of 
the same nutrients required 
for a healthy ferment, making 
it more difficult to produce 
consistently fermented 
batches of cider. To tackle this 
issue, Van Reenen worked 
alongside a lab in California 
which helped him to find the 
perfect composition for his 
unique cider. 

“I’ve had a lot of brewers tell 
me, ‘it’s the easiest ferment 
there is. From a scientific 
perspective, it is arguably the 
exact opposite. It’s arguably 
the hardest because it’s 
cane sugar and water, what 
that’s bringing to the table 
nutrientwise is nothing. Like, 
no nitrogen. It’s not bringing 
anything to the table for a 
healthy ferment,” Van Reenen 
revealed. “So, I got a lab in 
California that I worked with 
on seltzer and they just nailed 
the composition to get it very 
clean.” 

Van Reenen now runs The 

Orchard Cider, Seltzer, and 
Mead House, at Valley Mall 
Parkway in East Wenatchee, 
just down the road from the 
location of his family’s old 
orchard. The upstairs of The 
Orchard features a welcoming 
lounge and bar for locals to 
gather, mingle, and sip some 
cider away from the Summer’s 
boiling heat. Their downstairs 
is where the entire production 
occurs for not just Pear UP, but 
also Van Reenen’s other up and 
coming businesses including 
Mead UP and Eastmont Seltzer 
Works, all owned under his 
overarching Neigel Vintners 
company, an homage to his 
family’s legacy.. 

One of the aspects of this 
new growth which has helped 
Van Reenen to maintain such 
a high level of production is 
the ability to hire staff to assist 
in production and distribution. 

Wenatchee local Nathan 
Tschritter has been working 
at Pear UP’s production for 
over 3 months, helping with 
the laborious task of checking, 
marking, and filling bottles. 
This long process entails first 
inspecting every single bottle 
with a flashlight for dust or 
debris and then marking each 
one for their planned flavor. 

While knocking out a few 
cases of bottles in the morning, 
Tschritter commented on his 
satisfaction with his job at 
Pear UP.

“I’m pretty excited. I know 
that on the production side, 

because we are a growing 
business, it can get a little 
hectic. But, it’s consistent 
hours, fun workplace, great 
coworkers, and a boss that’s 
really chill,” Tschritter 
chuckled with a smile.

As Pear UP continues to 
grow as an internationally 
recognized brand, Van Reenen 
just enjoys seeing locals kick 
back and enjoy themselves at 
The Orchard. He still works 
with friends and family from 
the community to workshop 
fun names for Pear UP’s 
new cider flavors including 
‘raspeary’ and their 10th 
anniversary special, ‘Pear 
Necessities.’ 

As Van Reenen keeps up 
with his rapidly expanding 
business, running between 
The Orchard and his kid’s 
soccer tournaments, he has 
no regrets for leaving his job 
at Boeing to pursue the pear
cider business and add on to his 
family’s local legacy in pears. 
Through Pear UP and his other 
locally sourced businesses, 
Van Reenen helps represent 
Central Washington’s uniquely 
delicious fruit in a fresh and 
popular growing industry, 
continuing NCW’s longheld 
tradition as the world’s fruit 
basket. 

For more information about 
Pear UP, visit their official 
website at pearupcider.com  

Will Nilles: (509) 731-3211 or 
will@ward.media
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Announcements

General Interest

Employment

Help Wanted

For Sale

Sporting Goods

Real Estate

Boat Slip For Sale

Legals

Public Notices

Pursuant to RCW 35.21.157 and
the contract between WM and the
City of Cashmere, WM hereby
provides notice to the public of rate
changes for solid waste and
recycling collection pursuant to the
Solid Waste Collection Service
agreement between WM and the
City of Cashmere. The Rate
Adjustment will be effective
October 1, 2024. More information
concerning the 2024 Rate
Adjustment can be obtained by
calling WM at (877) 466-4668 or
www.wmnorthwest.com/cashmere/
index.html
Published in the Cashmere Valley
Record/Leavenworth Echo on July 31,
August 7, 2024. #8133

Sunset Marina, Chelan,
40 ft. deep water slip with
electric and water to slip.
Waste dump. Clubhouse
with showers, lounge with
TV, bar, and kitchen for
members use. Lanai
seating with fire pit and
barbecue. Slip B10 is
best location. Secure
parking.

Seller is licensed
Realtor Maui, HI

40 ft. deep water boat
slip with electric, water,

waste dump.
Sunset Marina, Chelan.

Secure parking.
Oct. 1, 2024 to April 1,

2025. $400 a Month

School District is
seeking qualified
applicants for the
following position:

• Alpine Lakes
Intervention

Para Educator

Fast Track application
process and information

can be found on our
website at

www.cascadesed.org
EOE

Douglas PUD has an
opening for:

Hatchery Specialist

Details at
www.douglaspud.org<htt
p://www.douglaspud.org

with a $325 classified
listing or $1600 for a

display ad.
Call this newspaper or

360-344-2938 for details.

Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE

shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited

time!
Call today!

Financing available. Call
Safe Step

1-844-608-5465

No contract and no
hidden fees. Unlimited

talk and text with flexible
data plans. Premium
nationwide coverage.

100% U.S. based
customer service. For
more information, call

1-833-462-1801

Schedule a
FAST, FREE

vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax

deduction! Call Veteran
Car Donations at

1-877-225-8568 today!

CORRECTIONS: Ward Media LLC shall 
be responsible for corrections to adver-
tisements on the first publication only. 
The advertiser will be responsible for 
the corrections made thereafter. Ward 
Media LLC shall not be responsible for 
slight changes or typographical errors 
that do no lessen the value of the adver-
tisement. Ward Media LLC’s liability for 
other errors or omissions in connection 
with an advertisement is strictly limited 
to the publication of the advertisements 
in any subsequent issue. No monetary 
refunds will be given. For more informa-
tion call 509-548-5286.

The City of Leavenworth
is hiring for:

� Public Works Director
� Community

Development Director
� Seasonal Parks

Maintenance Worker
(Full-Time, 40-Hours,
7-Months)

Details at
cityofleavenworth.com/

employment/. EOE

Please see
www.okanoganpud.org

for job description,
requirements and submit
application with resume.

Okanogan PUD is an
equal opportunity

provider and employer.

Robyn Bodajla - 617-462-3402
Momi Palmieri - 509-433-2211

Geordie Romer - 509-679-8958   
Allyson Romer - 509-630-9898

Looking for real estate 
in the Upper Valley?

Give us a call today!

CLASSIFIEDS
Leavenworth Echo

Cashmere Valley Record
Lake Chelan Mirror
Quad City Herald

Email your Classifieds & Legal Notices to: classifieds@ward.media or call 509-293-6780

Discover the heart of 
North Central Washington 

with NCW News – your premier source for 
local stories, insights, 

and community updates. 

Stay informed, stay connected. https://ncw.news/

NCW News 
Network

Leavenworth 
Echo

Cashmere Valley 
Record 

Lake Chelan 
Mirror

Quad City
Herald

Moving?
Are you a Snowbird?

Don’t forget to call Laura in Circulation
so you don’t miss a single issue of your
Local Weekly Community Newspaper or 

your Monthly Business publication!

email: laura@ward.media or 
call 509-293-6780

The Leavenworth Echo
Cashmere Valley Record

Lake Chelan Mirror
Quad City Herald

Wenatchee Business Journal
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WENATCHEE  The 
Wenatchee Valley Erratics 
Chapter of the Ice Age Floods 
Institute is set to host a 
presentation on the glacial 

history of the Pacific Northwest 
on Tuesday, August 13. The 
event will take place at 7:00 
p.m. at the Wenatchee Valley 
Museum and Cultural Center, 
with a virtual option available 
via Zoom.

Daniel Coe, graphics editor 

for the Washington Geological 
Survey in Olympia and editor 
for the North American 
Cartographic Information 
Society’s Atlas of Design, will 
deliver a talk titled “Mapping 
the Glacial Legacy of the 
Pacific Northwest.”

Coe’s presentation will 
explore how glaciers have 
shaped the region’s landscape 
over the past 15,000 years, 
focusing on the impacts of the 
Cordilleran ice sheet, repeated 
ice age floods, and extensive 
alpine glaciation. The talk will 
showcase both historical and 
modern maps, illustrating the 
evolution of glacial landform 

mapping and interpretation 
since the late 19th century.

The Washington Geological 
Survey’s recent efforts in 
creating new maps will be 
highlighted, demonstrating 
how traditional datasets and 
techniques are being combined 
with modern insights and 
technologies such as lidar to 
enhance our understanding of 

the area’s glacial history.
The event is free and open 

to the public. Interested 
parties can attend in person 
or join via the provided Zoom 
link at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/84520197937. For more 
information on this and other 
Ice Age Floods Institute 
programs, visit their official 
website at iafi.org.

Glacial history of the Pacific Northwest

© 2024 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 40, No. 36

Look at the rows going up and 
down. Circle the things that the 
boxers have 
in common 
in each row.

Find all 
six things 
and score 
5 points. 
Find 3–5 
to earn 
3 points. 
Find 1–2 
and score 
1 point.

Get your brain and your hands in shape with a pencil-grabbing, pencil-pushing, 
pencilicious workout!

Standards Link: Find similarities and 
differences in common objects.

Only one will take you to the finish. 
Find it in less than 30 seconds and 
score 5 points! 30-60 seconds earns 
3 points. 60+ seconds earns 1 point.

On one 
newspaper 

page, find and 
circle the 
letters that

spell each of 
the following 

words:

Standards Link: 
Spelling: Spell grade 
level words correctly.

Basketball
Volleyball
Archery
Cycling

Pentathlon

There are five differences between 
these divers. Score 1 point for each 

one you find.
There are lots of pencils 

on this page, but only 
one crayon. Find that 
crayon in less than 30 
seconds and you earn 

10 points; 60+ seconds 
earns you 5 points.

Standards Link: Find similarities and differences in common objects.

Place a pencil on the archer’s bow. Close your 
eyes. Trace a path to the target. Open your eyes 
and check your score (the number in the 
ring of the target that you “hit”). 
Repeat two more times and 
add up your score.
Standards Link: Math: 
Compute sums.

Place your pencil on START. Close your eyes. Draw 10 dots, trying to put one on each hurdle. 
Score 1 point for each hurdle that contains one, and only one, dot.

ANSWERS:
1: Bald boxers. 
2. Black gloves. 
3. Black hair 
    and boots.
A. Facing same 
     direction. 
B. All have beards. 
C. Stars on clothes.

Standards Link: Physical Education: Eye-hand coordination.

My Olympic 
Achievement

Write about a time you did something really 
great—something you didn’t think you 

could do, but you tried anyway and did it.

Standards 
Link: 
Investigation: 
Find similarities and differences in common objects.

      onia 
       took a 
picture of 
the bike 
races.

Find five 
or more 
silly 
things in 
Sonia’s 
cycling 
photo.

Standards Link: Health: Identify behaviors that promote 
healthy lifestyles.

The newspaper has great tips for building 
your muscles! Look through your newspaper 
for running events, hikes and other outdoor 
activities. Sign up and go! Get the whole 
family in on the fun!

Build Your Muscles!

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

M

X

V

T

A

R

G

E

T

W

S

J

Y

U

D

E

N

G

L

I

C

N

E

P

D

R

N

C

J

W

O

B

R

Y

A

I

I

R

H

U

R

D

L

E

L

R

W

A

Q

O

E

O

F

C

C

M

J

Y

V

N

L

T

Y

L

E

S

S

O

H

E

B

C

E

L

U

Z

T

N

I

O

P

A

D

I

S

T

A

N

C

E

ADD
BOW
CIRCLE
CRAYON
CYCLING
DISTANCE
DOT
EARN
HURDLE
LESS
ONE
PENCIL
POINT
SCORE
TARGET

Can you find the pencil with 
two pointed ends in less than 

60 seconds? When you find it, 
share this puzzle with a friend 

or family member!

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Animal Haven educates youth on ethical farming
By: Will Nilles 
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CASHMERE—Amongst the 
sagebrush and orchard trees 
of the Cashmere area stands 
a hillside refuge for animals 
rejected by their owners and 
the agriculture industry. The 
Ridge 2 River Animal Haven 
operates as both a sanctuary 
for nine different species 
of critters and a crucial 
educational resource for 
teaching local youth about 
ethical agricultural solutions. 

When chicken farms hatch 
roosters or when dairy farms 
deliver bulls, they often sell 
or kill them as rejects to be 
thrown away. Anna and Eric 
Gullickson founded Ridge 2 
River to confront issues like 
this and educate the next 
generation of consumers on 
the dangers of the unethical 
livestock industry. 

Anna Gullickson previously 
worked in a large dairy 
operation, where she 
witnessed the ins and outs of 
animal treatment within the 
massive agricultural industry. 
At first, Gullickson didn’t 
pay much attention to the 
abusive systems that ensured 
a constant flow of milk for 
consumption. But, as she looks 
back, she feels horrified for 
the mothers who they would 

separate from their newborn 
calves to be harvested for their 
milk. 

“I was very fortunate 
to have the experiences,” 
Gullicskon explained. “and I 
never once was like, ‘Is this 
fair? Should we be doing this? 
Is this necessary?”

It was only after Gullickson 
became more curious and 
asked questions about the 
experiences of animals that 
she would begin to rethink 
the ways in which she wanted 
to work with them. Because 
of this, Gullickson aims to 
inspire the same curiosity 
and compassion within local 
youth, hoping to leave a 
lasting impact on the future 
of agriculture and animal 
treatment as a whole.

As part of this drive for 
education and awareness, 
Ridge 2 River participates 
in the LEAP (Leaders for 
Ethics, Animals, and the 
Planet) program, offered as 
an alternative to programs 
like FFA and 4H. Through the 
LEAP program, Ridge 2 River 
plans to host five local students 
for the 202425 school year, 
providing handson lessons 
and interactive training 
in an ethical agricultural 
environment. 

Ridge 2 River also hosts 
various camps centered around 

teaching local kids about the 
importance of compassion, 
identifying inhumane systems, 
and developing ethical 
solutions for the animals.

Though trying to help so 
many animals that have been 
abused and rejected takes an 
emotional toll on Gullickson, 
the educational side of Animal 
Haven gives her hope for the 
future. 

“We have kids camps,” 
Gullickson shared. “And one 
girl told us at our last camp 
for the summer, ‘I have never 
learned so much in five days 
in my entire life.’ And it was 
a reminder of how great it is 
to make positive change and 
do good, and how impactful 
we are to influence kids for 
changing their choices and 
what they buy and what they 
do, in five days, and it’s just 
incredible.”

Ridge 2 River also travels 
to nearby schools with 
their volunteer program, 
providing presentations 
on humane education and 
making connections within 
the local community. A 
major community connection 
for Ridge 2 River is the 
Confluence Rotary Club which 
visited the Animal Haven for 
a plantbased potluck at the 
beginning of August as a show 
of support for the hard work 

and dedication of the Ridge 2 
River team.

Additionally, Ridge 2 
River operated an internship 
program with Peshastin 
Pinnacles Prep as a means 
of providing local youth with 
further firsthand experience, 
leadership skills, and 
understanding of the needs of 
animals. 

Though the Ridge 2 River 
team deals with so much 
physically, mentally, and 

emotionally draining work, 
the rescued dogs, hens, and 
roosters at their haven embody 
an invitingly relaxed attitude, 
displaying their comfort and 
happiness as they approach 
their caretakers in a gentle 
crowd of critters. 

Sadly, the Ridge 2 River 
Animal Haven is often at 
capacity for their animals, 
financially and physically 
unable to take in more animal 
residents. However, they are 

always happy to help educate 
visitors and provide those who 
are curious with a plethora of 
information on the best ways 
to help locals raise and care for 
their animal friends in humane 
and ethical ways. 

For more information about 
Ridge 2 River Animal Haven, 
visit their official website at 
ridge2river.org 

Will Nilles: (509) 731-3211 or 
will@ward.media

WILL NILLES/WARD MEDIA

Anna Gullickson (left) and 
her colleague with NCW 
for Animal Compassion, 
Kris (right) pose outside 

Ridge 2 River Animal 
Haven with two of the 

sanctuary’s rescued dogs.


