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By Mike MALTAIS
Ward Media Staff Reporter

MANSFIELD - Tiera
Miller, Mansfield Class of 2024
valedictorian, always had in
the back of her mind that she
might end up as one of the top
scholars in her class.

“I knew my class was small
(nine students) so I knew it was
something I could go for.” said
Miller. “I have always been in
the top of my classes.”

Raised on a dryland wheat
farm, Miller attended Mansfield
schools for 14 years including
preschool. She has an older
brother who graduated a
year ahead of her and is now
studying at Walla Walla

College to be a diesel mechanic.
A younger sister will enter
sixth grade next year. Asked
if she needs academic prodding
from older sister, Miller said
aside from needing a “little
push” from time to time, “she
does pretty good.”

Miller said she many factors
kept her focused on academics.

“Everyone has contributed
to that in one way,” said Miller.
“I don’t like disappointing
people, so I think everything
has influenced me to keep my
grades up.

Math is a favorite school
subject along with another that
helped outside school.

“Obviously, shop classes and
Ag are always fun when you're

living on a farm.”

Miller also belonged to 4-H
as a youngster and FFA in high
school. She showed livestock
at fairs from poultry to pigs,
steers, and once even a horse.

Miller said all her teachers
were favorites.

“I liked them all for different
reasons,” said Miller. “It’s kind
of hard going to a small school
because you really get to know
everyone really well.”

Miller was a multisport
athlete all through high school.

“Volleyball in the fall,
basketball in the winter, and
softball in the spring,” Miller
said.

Mansfield athletes compete
with neighboring Waterville

as the Waterville-Mansfield
Shockers. Sports contributed
to what Miller said is her
most  memorable school
achievement.

“We just had our sports
awards,” said Miller. “Both last
year and this year I was named
Shocker Female Athlete of the
Year.”

Sports also played a major
role in Miller’s choice of a
college major.

“I will be attending WSU
this fall and hope to get into
the athletic training program,”
said Miller. “T'll be applying for
that program at the end of my
sophomore year.”

Her interest in athletic
training came from helping a

teammate.

“I had a friend on one of my
basketball teams who struggled
a lot with knee problems,” said
Miller, “I always liked helping
her with it. One day I realized
that was something I could do
as a career.”

Miller said she will follow
where her career leads to
experience other parts of the
world but would one day like
to return to the closeness she
feels in Mansfield.

“I don’t think I would work in
Mansfield because the school is
so small,” said Miller. “Maybe
travel from living in Mansfield.”

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or
michael@ward.media

By MIke MALTAIS
Ward Media Staff Reporter

PATEROS - One could say
the contest for Class of 2024
valedictorian was a close
between eventual co-winners
Liliana Gonzales and Janessa
Scroggie.

“We tied into the hundredth
place for grade point average,”
Scroggie said.

Scroggie entered the
Pateros school system from
the Brewster Log Church
Christian School in the
fifth grade. She has two
younger sisters who also
attend Pateros, one a fourth
grader and the other an
eighth grader. Scroggie is
there for advice especially
when it comes to the biggest
challenge she confronted
with her academics:

procrastination.

“ have an issue with
procrastination,” said
Scroggie. “I'm still working
on that, trying to get things
done ahead of time and trying
to plan out my schedule
accordingly.”

Scroggie credits her parents
as being one of her biggest
inspirations.

“My dad, especially,” said
Scroggie. “He has always seen
how well I can do academically
and held me to a standard
that he knows I can reach and
always pushed me to do the
best that I can.”

For teachers, Scroggie
singled out Spanish teacher
Jennifer Carlson.

“She has always been very
supportive and pushing me to
do my best in school or out of
school,” said Scroggie. “She
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helped me for tennis as well
when I played sports,”

Scroggie played soccer all
four years, tennis for three
years.

“During the winter is ski
and snowboard,” Scroggie
said.

Band is another favorite
activity and Scroggie played
the flute throughout middle
school and the first two years
of high school.

“I'm pretty proficient,”
said Scroggie. “There are
still things to work on but I'm
pretty decent for as long as I
played.”

“My first year of doing
Running Start at Wenatchee
Valley College,” said Scroggie.
“I managed to get a 4.0 the
entire year, I was trying to
manage work and sports at
the same time, I was difficult,

but it went really well.”

The work that Scroggie
mentions is at Gamble
Sands Golf Course where
she manages guest services
outside. She receives her AA
from WVC this month.

Scroggie plans to travel out
of state and attend Arizona
State University this fall.

“Ireallylove the campus and
they had my major - forensic
science,” said Scroggie. “I may
minor in criminal justice just
to have that background.”

Her grandmother helped
inspire her career choice.

“Whenever I used to visit
my grandmother. we would
always watch crime shows,”
said Scroggie. “I always
loved that, and I love science
so I thought it would be a
great combination of my two
interests.”

Scroggie won the Western
Undergraduate  Exchange
Scholarship and another
$7,000 in scholarships to help
cover costs.

Her advice to younger
students includes
understanding the subject
matter.

“Always ask questions,”
said Scroggie. “Even if it’s
a simple question it’s really
important to fully understand
what you are doing to
succeed.”

Scroggie said she would
love to return to Washington
but remains flexible.

“I've been here my whole
life,” said Scroggie, “but I'm
up for wherever my career
takes me.”

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or
michael@ward.media
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By Mike MALTAIS
Ward Media Staff Reporter

BRIDGEPORT - For Daniel
Trejo, those parental lectures
are one big reason he is the
valedictorian of the Bridgeport
Class of 2024. They may not
know it, but Trejo credits his
parents for the success he has
made so far.

“My parents are always at
the top of my mind, so I'd
definitely rank them as my
biggest inspiration,” said
Trejo. “Pushing me all the
way through with countless
lectures that I did not want
to hear, but in the end, I
hope they realize that I was
listening. And those same
talks made me who I am.”

Trejo said the desire not
to fail pushed him toward
academic excellence.

“The idea of failure
always lingered in my
mind,” said Trejo. “Living an
accomplished life on the top
of my agenda throughout my
academic years.”

Trejo said managing his
time and prioritizing work

were challenges for him.

“My way of consuming my
time is definitely interesting,
and typical for a high school
student. A lot of delaying the
inevitable, procrastination if
you will,” said Trejo. “I always
work better with a deadline,
and pacing myself little
by little instead of stacking
tons of work either in the
beginning or the end have led
me to a consistent schedule I
genuinely can work though.”

Trejo said he is still working
out the specific details of his
future education plans but
sees the big picture.

“Im still trying to get my
life straight, obviously still
figuring things out as a kid,
but I currently am planning on
heading to a university to get
a degree in the business field,”
said Trejo. “I am currently
enticed with finance.”

Trejo advises incoming
freshmen to be patient and
ask questions.

“Take your time, and do
not be scared to be clueless.
Things will shape out in the
end, especially at a place

like Bridgeport,” said Trejo.
“Everyone strives to get you
to the right place, and your life
doesn’t have to be planned out
in the span of a four-year high
school career.”

Trejo said the friends he
has made and attitude he
acquired are his favorite BHS
achievements.

“I've grown such a close
connection with everyone
around me, and I've changed
my perspective on school in
general,” said Trejo. “This
place is the pathway to
success, and graduating is
the furthest steppingstone.
I'm here, and so are my
classmates, so it’s important
to note we are all finishing the
race together.”

Growing up in a small city
like Bridgeport sharpened
Trejo’s own goals and
perspective.

“A small community always
rests higher expectations
on one’s back, but living in
Bridgeport has definitely
opened my eyes to the
endless opportunities in life,”
said Trejo. “No matter what

they are doing, the smiles
on the faces of the people
around me, no matter what
they are doing, is what makes
me feel entitled to play my
role in being the best person
that I could be. I think that’s
way more important than
education, but combining
the two together, anything is
possible.”

Trejo wants his work ethic
to his BHS legacy.

“It might sound kind of
cliche, but hard work really
does make dreams come true.
The countless nights of low
determination but pushing
through it always left a
satisfaction especially after
getting all your homework
out of the way. It feels so
strange staying at home on a
Sunday with no distractions
on finishing an important
assignment, but it’s all worth
it when you realize Bridgeport
made me this way.

Trejo said discovering who
he is while learning how to
appreciate the differences in
others are among the biggest
lessons he will take away from

By MIKe MALTAIS
Ward Media Staff Reporter

BREWSTER - Shadowing
a local business was one of
the influential turning points
for Brewster Class of 2024
valedictorian Kash Vandelac.

“As a senior assignment I
shadowed Erlandsen for 16
hours,” said Vandelac. “I was
interested in in both civil and
aerospace engineering and
chose civil engineering.”

Erlandsen & Associates,
Inc. specializes in surveying,
planning, and engineering
services.

Vandelac said he plans to
pursue his chosen subject at
the University of Washington
this fall.

A second-generation
Brewster graduate Vandelac
has been a Bears product all

his life and has a younger
sister who is now a freshman.
Along the road to maintaining
a 4.0 GPA he also found time
to participate in the legendary
Brewster sports program.

“I played basketball,
baseball, and did one year of
cross-country,” said Vandelac.

He recalls the 2022 state
championship baseball game
against Toutle Lake as his
most memorable high school
experience. Brewster was
trailing the favored Ducks, 1-6,
going into the top of the seventh
and final inning of play. In a
made-for-movies comeback the
Bears scored six runs against
their opponent and managed
to hold them scoreless during
their turn at bat to win the
game, 7-6.

“Their pitcher was ranked
something like 10th in the

nation,” said Vandelac. “He
was drafted later.”

Toutle Lake pitcher Jackson
Cox became the highest ever
high school draft pick from
Cowlitz County when he was
selected by the Colorado
Rockies.

Vandelac said his greatest
academic challenge was a
worldwide event that affected
students everywhere.

“The Covid pandemic was the
hardest time,” said Vandelac.
“It caused many students to fall
off and never get back to where
they were before that.”

Despite  that  setback
Vandelac said he understood
the value of academics.

“I always knew that keeping
my grades up would be
important.”

Having a teacher he could
turn to for advice and support

helped and for Vandelac that is
English teacher Dean Busching.

A regimen of tackling the
books and giving in other
responsibilities their place

“I always made sure that I
did my homework after going
home and included time to eat
regularly and get to my job.”

The job is at McDonalds
where Vandelac has been
employed for almost two years.

With roots planted deep in
Brewster. Vandelac has not
ruled out returning someday
but is keeping his options open
for the time being.

“'m going to go wherever
my career takes me,” Vandelac
said.

Wherever that is, it will be
far.

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or
michael@ward.media

By Mike MALTAIS
Ward Media Staff Reporter

PATEROS - Along with the
sense of accomplishment that
comes with being selected class
salutatorian or valedictorian is
the opportunity to be awarded
a life-changing scholarship.
Class of 2024 co-valedictorian
Liliana  Gonzales-Sanchez
knows that feeling after being
named one of the recipients of
The Gates Scholarship (TGS)
described as a highly selective,
last-dollar scholarship for
outstanding, minority, high
school seniors from low-
income households. It will
cover the full cost of attending
the college of her choice. For
Gonzales that is Washington
State University. A recent visit
to WSU convinced Gonzales to

reconsider her major.

“At first, I thought I was
going to do criminal justice, but
I went to visit I and ended up
changing my mind. I think 'm
going to do creative writing.”

Gonzales said she has
always been interested in
reading and writing since she
was a kid. Later in school she
explored job opportunities in

the writing field.
“I mentioned that to our
school psychologist, Holly

Weston, and later she brought
it up and asked if that was
still what I wanted to do,” said
Gonzales. “I think that was the
push I needed.”

Gonzales credits her family
and particularly her mother
for the motivation to excel
academically.

“My mom works at school
and seeing the work she puts in
for the kids makes realize how
much teachers and families
do for me,” said Gonzales. “It
really pushed me to do well.”

She also played percussion
in the band throughout high
school.

The Gates Scholarship
stands out as the major
achievement in Gonzales’
high school career. Pateros
school counselor Amy Stennes
brought TGS to Gonzales’
attention and urged her to
apply for it.

“I found out in April that I
won it,” said Gonzales. “I think
750 were chosen out of 53,000
applicants.”

Gonzales has sound advice
for younger students.

“Build relationships with
your teachers and staff,” said
Gonzales. “Those people who
will end up supporting you in
your senior year when you
really need it.”

Gonzales credits living in
a small town like Pateros for
teaching her an important life
lesson.

“The biggest thing I learned
is that the people you connect
with are the people that you
become, they make you who
you are.” said Gonzales.
“That’s why I make such a
point to always have good
relationships with people,
Integrate yourself into your
community.”

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or
michael@ward.media

By Mike MALTAIS
Ward Media Staff Reporter

MANSFIELD - Growing up
in a small town like Mansfield
and going to a small school like
Mansfield High School comes
with advantages. Building
strong lifelong friendships
and close community bonds
are among them. Those
experiences have shaped the
academic achievements and
career choice of Class of 2024
Salutatorian Aspen Farrington.

Farringtonis a12-year senior
at Mansfield High School and
credits her parents for much of
her academic success.

“What pushed me to strive
for academic success is that
my parents did not get the
education they dreamed of
having.,” said Farrington.
“They had my brother at a
young age, and they lost a lot
throughout that journey in
theirlife, which led to struggles.
I always wanted to give back
to my parents because they
always did anything they could
for me even when they did not
have much.”

Farrington had struggles of
her own.

“ was diagnosed with
scoliosis when I was eight. In
my sophomore year of high

school, I had to have a spinal
fusion back surgery,” said
Farrington. “It was the hardest
thing I’'ve experienced, and I
would never wish that pain on
anyone.”

Sports and FFA taught their
own lessons to the academic
standout.

“I was involved in FFA,
cheer, basketball, and softball.
This impacted my personal
growth a lot,” said Farrington.
“It taught me life lessons such
as:

* You won’t always be the
best at something you enjoy.

* Even if you aren’t that
doesn’t mean you should stop
or give up on it.

« Do what you enjoy for
YOURSELF.”

Farrington credits to both
her parents and grandparents
for keeping her grounded and
focused.

“My parents led me along
the journey and supported
me in times where my goals
felt unreachable. I will forever
appreciate them for that,” said
Farrington. “My nana and papa
made sure to always let me
know when I was in the wrong
and gave me advice on that. I
always took that importantly
because mistakes give you

the opportunity to grow and
learn.”

Academic consistency
ranks high on her list of
achievements, particularly
through difficult periods,

“I'm most proud of making
honor roll every year of high
school and every semester.
This is important to me
because it was not something
easy to do,” said Farrington.
“Especially during Covid year
it was very rough, but I know
that my future depended on
good grades and that’s why I
chose to do good every day.”

If she had a strategy to make
good grades, it was simple and
straightforward.

“Take notes and just get the
work done,” Farrington said.

Not much room for
procrastination there, and it
rewarded her with an honor
she values highly.

“It means the world to me to
be salutatorian because I have
always worked hard for my
grades and they have finally
paid off,” Farrington said.

Her advice to younger
students who seek academic
success is to fuel desire with
passion.

“Whatever career goal or
path you chose, chose it for

yourself,” said Farrington. “By
that I mean choose it because it
makes YOU happy.”

As for her career plans,
Farrington is heading to
Wenatchee Valley College
to get her BSN (Bachelor of
Science in Nursing).

“I want to specialize as a
labor and delivery nurse and
have a financially rewarding
life,” said Farrington. “Be
successful enough to give back
to my parents.”

Together with her parents
and grandparents, Farrington
singled out two teachers as
special mentors for her.

“Two teachers I will always
remember and hold close to
my heart are Mr. (Luke) Hall
and Ms. (Jamey Jo) Steele,”
said Farrington. “Mr. Hall was
always that teacher you could
depend on to share a good
laugh. He always was willing
to help and make sure we were
taken care of. Ms. Steele is
the strongest women I know.
She’s always had ongoing
health issues but never missed
a chance to spend time with
the students. She would do
anything for any one of us.”

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or
michael@ward.media

his years at Bridgeport High
School.

“High school was the time
of my life, particularly with
the people around me. It’s sad
to say this journey is over,
but 'm excited to move on,
especially since high school
taught me what life was really

about: being yourself,” said
Trejo. “Even if we all went
to the same school, we’re
all different and unique
in our own ways, which
characterizes us.”

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or
michael@ward.media

Mansfield High School 2024 Scholarship Summary

Continuing Education
Scholarships

Mansfield Scholars Foundation
Braydon Murison
Lion's Club

Braydon Murison

Caleb Powers “Anything Is Possible”

Braydon Murison
Manke-Hunt

Braydon Murison

TOTALS
$3,500.00
$1,500.00
$250.00
$500.00 $5,750.00

Mansfield Scholars Foundation Academic Achievement

Armando Baltazar

Tiera Miller

Jada Bodah-Freels

Aspen Farrington

Evalee Shafer

Mansfield Scholars Foundation
Jasmine Garcia

Mansfield Sportsmen’s Club
Tiera Miller

Lions Club

Armando Baltazar

Evalee Shafer

Tiera Miller

$3,000.00
$3,000.00
$2,000.00
$2,000.00
$1,750.00

$1,000.00

$500.00

$2,000.00

$1,500.00
$1,000.00

Mansfield Professional Educators

Tiera Miller

Armando Baltazar

$2,000.00
$1,000.00

Jody Steele "Buck Up" Memorial Scholarship

Jada Bodah-Freels

$750.00

Ray Lillquist Memorial Scholarship

Tiera Miller

Schmidt Memorial Scholarship
Tiera Miller

Armando Baltazar

Booster Club

Armando Baltazar

Tiera Miller

Highline Grain

Tiera Miller

Brewster American Legion
Aspen Farrington

Tiera Miller

$500.00

$2,000.00
$1,000.00

$500.00
$500.00

$1,000.00

$500.00
$500.00

Virgil & Pearl Gustin Scholarship

Armando Baltazar
Jada Bodah-Freels
Aspen Farrington
Jasmine Garcia
Jimena Garcia

Tiera Miller

$3,200.00
$3,200.00
$3,200.00
$3,200.00
$3,200.00
$3,200.00

George Wilcox Memorial Scholarship

Jada Bodah Freels
Tiera Miller

Evalee Shafer

$2,000.00
$2,000.00
$2,000.00

George Wilcox Memorial Scholarship

Armando Baltazar
Tiera Miller

Jada Bodah-Freels
Aspen Farrington
Jasmine Garcia

Jimena Garcia

$6,000.00
$6,000.00
$4,000.00
$4,000.00
$2,500.00
$2,500.00

Henry Max Galbraith/E.Wen Grange No. 1012

Jada Bodah-Freels

FH Vinecore Memorial Scholarship

Tiera Miller
Ronald Dean Estes Scholarship

Armando Baltazar

Three Rivers Hospital Foundation

Aspen Farrington

Marlene & Henry Bauer Scholarship

Armando Baltazar

Total Senior Scholarships

Grand Total Scholarship Monies Awarded

Gene Goll Jr Achievment
Max Murison

To be paid 2025

$500.00

$2,600.00

$1,000.00

$2,000.00

$4,000.00
$88,300.00
$94,050.00

$250.00
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By Mike MaLrals
Ward Media Staff Reporter

PATEROS - Janette
Hernandez graduated June 1
and will enter the University
of Washington this fall as a
nursing major. That’s the short
version of what lies ahead
for the Pateros Class of 2024
salutatorian. How she made
it to the academic pinnacle
among her peers is a longer
story.

Hernandez is the second
youngest of seven siblings and
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a 12-year Pateros student. All
her siblings graduated Pateros
and younger brother, Martin,
is a sophomore.

“My parents were a big
part of my success because
they always told me to work
hard and give it my all,” said
Hernandez. “I've always been
interested in learning and

think it’s a privilege and not
just something you are forced
to do.”

With older brothers and
sisters Hernandez said she
had no shortage of examples to

Alexis Cortez

o

Alexis Ortega Ponce

L W gl /o
Edgar Ivan Talavera
Heredia

watch and emulate.

“I've seen my siblings go
through school and have their
careers,” said Hernandez.
“They offer me a lot of advice,
which I appreciate.”

Hernandez plans to attend
the University of Washington
to study nursing Among her
scholarships is the Husky
Promise that covers full-time
tuition. And standard fees.

“My sister has been a nurse
for a while,” said Hernandez.
“She just received her BSN
(Bachelor of Science in
Nursing) from Wenatchee
Valley College. 1 wanted to
choose a career I would enjoy,
not something that I would not

Brian Solano
-

Eduardo Arrez-Sanchez

&

THREE RIVERS

HOSPITAL

dread going to.”

Hernandez said she is
also considering additional
medical pursuits, perhaps even
becoming a surgeon.

Hernandez credits her
science teacher, Melanie
Williams, with inspiring her
career choice.

“I took a human interest
class from her last year and
she let me grow a passion for
it,” Hernandez said. “It really
inspired me. I love the way she
teaches.”

Along with her academic
achievement Hernandez said
her best accomplishment
involved the other activities
she added to her senior year.
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"Explore. Drearn. Discover.” - Mark Twain

“I did four sports this year,
basketball, soccer, tennis, and
track, 'm still in Running Start
and I still managed to be in
class,” said Hernandez, “I was
part pf ASB and Yearbook, I
was very involved this year. It
really helped me learn how to
balance my schedule and felt
very rewarding.”

Hernandez also earned her
AA degree from Wenatchee
Valley College. In her spare
time, she helped with youth
soccer.

“I refed games when I
could on the weekends and
helped them practice,” said
Hernandez. “My little brother
participated. It was very nice

- 3 ’ ’
Arleth Rodriguez-
Olmeda

\ o
Dane Hampe

L

vy T

Evelyn Camacho

to go out and help because I
love the sport.”

Hernandez said she would
advise younger students to
avoid putting off the work by
rewarding yourself after it is
done.

“I think procrastination
really kills our focus. Prioritize
your work, then reward
yourself.”

Hernandez said she hopes
to return to Pateros and give
back.

“I love the community and
the families here,” Hernandez
said.

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or
michael@ward.media
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Your graduation day is one of

celebration and joy. It's a time to
recognize the challenges overcome,
the hard work accomplished, and

the amazing future ahead!

(ongratulations. May your future be
filled with happiness, success, and

boundless opportunities
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