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Gashmere City Council votes for water and wastewater rate increases

By Kirk BECKENDORF
Special to Ward Media

CASHMERE - The Cashmere City
Council, inits Feb. 26 meeting, approved
rate hikes for water and wastewater
services, sanctioned the vacation of
parts of Spring Street, and authorized
significant amendments to the city’s
off-street parking regulations.

With a 32 split vote, the Council
authorized a 7% increase in water
utility rates, effective on March 1, 2024,
with a 7% increase annually through
2026. Mayor Jim Fletcher clarified that
in 2024 the 7% is in addition to the 4%
increase, that was effective Jan. 1, and
will result in a total 11% rate hike in
2024.

Jeff Johnson, Shela Pistoresi and

Jayne Stephenson voted for the
increase. John Perry and Chris Carlson
voted against the 7% bump, but they
argued that an even greater increase
is needed to build the city’s capital
fund reserves. Perry suggested that
a 10% increase would be required to
stay ahead of inflation and to build
the reserves. He told the other Council
members that based on his calculations,
the city is charging less to produce
the water than it costs to clean and
distribute the water. He added that
historically, the city would make $1,
which could go into the capital fund,
for every 1000 gallons of water it sold,
but that last year it only made about
30 cents.

At previous City Council meetings,
Mayor Jim Fletcher recommended the

increase in rates and explained that
the city had not adequately funded
the water capital reserves during
the last few years. The reserves, he
said, need to be addressed, as well
as required and unanticipated repairs
or equipment replacements. According
to Fletcher, the city is covering the
costs of producing water, but has
not been covering the cost of future
improvements or replacements.
Carlson stated that he agreed with
Perry that a 10% rate increase is needed
for the next three years. Council
member Shela Pistoresi replied that
she would vote against that much of an
increase.

As the result of another 3:2 vote,
Cashmere’s wastewater rates will rise
an additional 1% on March 1, 2024, and

then 3% in both 2025 and 2026. Fletcher
clarified that the 1% rise is in addition
to the 2% increase that was effective
Jan. 1, resulting in a total 3% rate
hike in 2024. Perry and Carlson voted
against the increase, again arguing that
they felt the rate increase should be
higher. Perry said a 5% jump is needed,
explaining that he calculated a 4.6%
annual increase in costs for the life of
the wastewater plant. He stated that
the revenues from wastewater services
are down about $500,000 from five years
ago. Johnson pointed out that inflation
rates are projected to be decreasing
over the next few years, potentially
decreasing the operating costs. Perry
responded that he would prefer to
look at how the city’s expenses have
changed historically. Carlson asked

Dorien McElroy, Wastewater Plant
Manager, her views. She replied that
the plant is still fairly new, but it is
getting to the point where maintenance
is anticipated for some portions of the
plant. She said a huge upsurge in the
costs for chemicals used at the plant
has significantly impacted expenses in
the past year. Responding to Perry,
who asked if she anticipated the need
for more capital projects, she said, yes.

Fletcher expressed his view that it
is necessary to raise rates to build
reserves for future costs, but to find a
balance that is tolerable for the city’s
customers, who are buying water and
paying for sewer services. He stated
that the combined monthly cost of

See CITY COUNCIL Page B3

Cashmere student spreads
joy with Happy Letters, book
drive for cancer patients

By QuinN PropsT
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CASHMERE - Vale Elementary
School 5th grader Paelyn Lueondee,
11, wants to bring joy and smiles to
local people facing cancer.

Paelyn is teaming up with Happy
Letters founder Traci Pierson to
collect Happy Letters for cancer

Happy Letters

Weeds Cafe

201 Cottage Ave #5
Cashmere Library
300 Woodring St.
That Pizza Place
107 Cottage Ave

Simply Unique

201 S Wenatchee Ave
NCW Foundation

9 S. Wenatchee Ave

patients in March and April. The duo
has a goal of collecting 1,000 letters.

Local schools and businesses are
helping make Happy Letters.

“We are also planning a Book
Drive,” Pierson said. “We are
collecting new and gently used books
for birth to 12 years old and writing
journals for teens.”

Books and Happy Letters, along
with fun writing supplies, will
be included in Happy Letter Book
Packets. These book packets will be
donated to Seattle Children’s Hospital
and Seattle Children’s Wenatchee
Clinic.

Happy Letters is a local nonprofit
organization focused on spreading
happiness and kindness to those who
need it most.

Happy Letters provides a template
for children to draw a picture about
what makes them happy and can
include a message for the recipient.
Through Happy Letters, children are
able to use their talents and creativity
to spread happiness and let people

See HAPPY LETTERS Page B3

COURTESY OF TRACI PIERSON
Vale Elementary 5th grader Paelyn Lueondee, is on a mission to spread
happiness through a local nonprofit called Happy Letters. Paelyn is
pictured with her mom, Alysa, and dad, Plaimanus.

to their favorite places in Cashmere.

COURTESY OF THE C

Jared Noyes was the $100 Grand Prize winner for his
original poem at the Cashmere Teen Poetry Slam in

February.

ASHMERE LIBRARY

COURTESY OF THE CASHMERE LIBRARY
Sophie Hill won a $50 2nd place grand prize for her

Cashmere teens shine at annual poetry slam event
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original poem at the Cashmere Teen Poetry Slam.

COURTESY OF THE CASHMERE LIBRARY
Cashmere Teens presented their original poetry to the public on Feb. 22 at the annual Cashmere Teen Poetry Slam. All presenters received gift cards

By QuinN PropsT
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CASHMERE - The 4th annual
Cashmere Teen Poetry Slam
was a well-attended success and
organizers are making plans to
expand the event for next year.

The Feb. 22 event gave teens
the opportunity to present their
original poems to the public. This
year’s theme was “My Future Me”.

“With over 100 in attendance,
our 4th annual Cashmere Teen
Poetry Slam went off very
smoothly and was successful
once again,” Cashmere Branch
Librarian Lisa Lawless said.

“I'm so excited to continue this,”

See POETRY SLAM Page B3
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Cashmere
homeschooled
student serves
as Senate Page
In Olympia

OLYMPIA - Senator Brad
Hawkins of the 12th legislative
district recently welcomed Alaina
Cecil, a homeschooled student from
Cashmere, to serve as a Senate Page
in Olympia. Cecil’s inclusion in the
program followed an unexpected
opportunity that arose after her
mother contacted Senator Hawkins
during a legislative session.

Upon learning Cecil was of eligible
age and that her family was previously
unaware of the Page program,
Hawkins acted swiftly to ensure her
participation, filling the last available
slot. Cecil distinguished herself
during her tenure, demonstrating a
maturity level that impressed her
peers and the program coordinators.

During her week in Olympia,
Cecil engaged in various activities
integral to the Senate Page program.
She interacted with other Pages from
across the state, participated in a

See SENATE PAGE Page B3

WASHNGTON STATE SENATE

COURTESY OF SEN. BRAD HAWKINS
Alaina Cecil joins Sen. Brad Hawkins
at the lectern in the Washington
State Senate chamber. Her time as
a Senate Page included interactions
with state leaders, contributing to
her firsthand understanding of the
legislative process.

COURTESY OF SEN. BRAD HAWKIN
Governor Jay Inslee is pictured
with Alaina Cecil, a homeschooled
student serving as a Senate Page,
during her time at the state Capitol
in Olympia.
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Get your event in the spotlight with Ward Media!

If you have an exciting event to share, email Reporter Quinn Propst at quinn@ward.media. We'll showcase the five most

captivating events of the week, giving your event the recognition it deserves. Even if your event isn't among the top five,

it will still be added to our events calendar and featured online. Don’t miss this chance to make your event shine!

The Cashmere Library
will host a mermaid movie
and craft event on Thursday,
March 7 from 3:30-5 p.m.

“Drop into the Cashmere
Library to watch the newest
Little Mermaid movie and
make your own unique
painted sand dollar,” the event
page states.

For more information visit
ncwlibraries.org.

The Friends of the Cashmere
Library will meet on Friday,
March 8 from 2-3 p.m. in the
great room.

“Are you interested in
joining the Cashmere Friends
of the Library? Join one of our
monthly meetings for more
information on operations,
duties, and responsibilities
of Friends of the Library
members, as well as weigh

in on upcoming events and
programming for the library,”
the event page states. “We
welcome new members to
our Friends of the Cashmere
Library Group.”

For more information visit
ncwlibraries.org.

Miinchen Haus will host
Benevolent Night to benefit
Upper Valley Connection on
Tuesday, March 12 from 4-8
p.m.
“The Miinchen Haus will
donate 25% of all sales 4-8 p.m.
to our fundraising partner,”
the event page states. “Come
help us support Upper
Connection.”

“Upper Valley Connection is
a non-profit organization that
envisions communities that
embrace and provide life-long
support for specially-abled
individuals and their families
by providing an environment
that cultivates compassion, in

which all people are
seen, heard, and
loved for their
unique gifts,”

the event page
states.

For more
information visit
munchenhaus.com.

The Wenatchee River
Institute will host birding
by the river on Wednesday,
March 13 from 8-9:30 a.m.

“Go birding with know-
ledgeable WRI staff around the
WRI campus,” the event page
states. “All birding skill levels
are welcome. Need binoculars?
We have loaner binoculars that
you can borrow.”

“This is a great opportunity
to learn about eBird, the
largest biodiversity-related
community science project
in the world, and utilize it to
record our observations of
local wild birds,” the event

Strengthen brand
recognition and loyalty with
consistent brand building

In the world of marketing,
where trends come and go, one
principle remains constant:
the importance of consistency.
This is true whether you're a
multinational corporation or a
family-owned business in our
NCW community; consistency
across your marketing
channels is key to building a
strong brand presence with
continued customer loyalty.
In this article, we’ll look at
the concept of Top of Mind
Awareness (TOMA) and
explore how consistency
can place your brand at the
forefront of customers’ minds.

Understanding Top of
Mind Awareness (TOMA)

TOMA isn’t a new concept
for this column; we discussed
it in January, and at its core, it
means consistently occupying
a prominent space in the minds
of your audience. It’s not just
about having a presence; it’s
about being the go-to option
when a need arises. Regularly
engaging with your audience
through a variety of tactics, be
it billboards, radio, social media,
email campaigns, or digital or
print advertising, reinforces
your brand presence. The more
frequently your audience sees
your brand, the more likely
they will remember and choose
you when making purchasing
decisions.

The Role of Consistency
in Brand Building
Consistency is key when we
talk about TOMA. It’'s about
presenting a unified brand
image and message across all
touchpoints, from your website
and social media profiles to
your advertising campaigns
and customer interactions.
Consistency breeds familiarity,
and familiarity breeds trust.
Customers who encounter a
consistent brand experience
at every interaction develop
a sense of confidence and
reliability in your brand,
making them more likely to
choose you over competitors.

Strategies for
Maintaining Consistency

Achieving consistency
requires careful planning and
execution. Consider these key
strategies to help you maintain
consistency across your
marketing channels:

Create Brand Guidelines: This
isn’t as scary as it seems; you've
probably already done it; just
get it down on paper. Outline
your brand’s personality, voice,
tone, and visual identity. These
guidelines serve as a roadmap
for all marketing efforts,
ensuring a consistent brand
experience across all channels
whether it’s radio, print, digital
or social media.

Implement a Centralized
System of Organization: Again,
not scary. Keep track in a
spreadsheet or in a planner of
all tactics you’re using, how
long they are running and
your investment spend. This
will streamline the creation,
approval, and distribution of

marketing materials and keep
you moving forward. It also
ensures all content aligns
with your brand guidelines,
maintains consistency across
channels, and that you are
reaching all segments of your
audience.

Regularly  Audit and
Optimize: Conduct regular
checks of your marketing
materials to identify any
inconsistencies or deviations
from your brand guidelines.
Take proactive steps to address
these issues and optimize your
marketing efforts for maximum
consistency and performance.

Train Staff: Train your staff
to uphold your brand standards
in all customer interactions,
whether in-person, over the
phone, or online. Consistency
in customer service is just as
important as consistency in
marketing materials.

Leveraging Multichannel
Engagement

Consistency is not limited to
a single marketing channel; it
must be maintained across all
channels to create a cohesive
brand experience. Whether
it’s your social media profiles,
email marketing campaigns,
website, or traditional print
and  digital advertising
channels, consistency is key
to reinforcing your brand
message and identity.

Case Study and Example

During the 2008 recession,
McDonald’s made a bold

decision to stick with its
advertising strategy andbudget,
maintaining consistency in its
messaging and brand image
despite economic uncertainty.
Meanwhile, competitors
like Burger King and Taco
Bell did the opposite. The
results were telling: in just 13
months, McDonald’s not only
weathered the recession but
also grew its market share by
5%, demonstrating the power
of consistency in branding
and customer assurance.
Remarkably, McDonald’s stock
only experienced a minor 3%
drop during this period. In
contrast, Burger King’s stock
plummeted by 25%, while
Taco Bell’s dropped by 29%.
These differences underscore
the importance of creating
certainty for customers in
uncertain times. By maintaining
consistency in branding and
messaging, businesses can
instill confidence and trust in
their customers, ultimately
leading to long-term loyalty
and success.

Measuring the Impact of

Consistency
Measuring the impact
of consistency on brand

recognition and loyalty is key
for evaluating the effectiveness
of your marketing efforts.
Metrics such as brand
awareness surveys, customer
retention rates, and social
media engagement metrics can
provide valuable insights into
the success of your consistency
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(509) 548-3489
Leavenworth, WA

page states.

Meet outside the River Haus
at 8 a.m. The event is free. No
registration is needed.

The Cashmere Library will
host a group ukulele lesson
on Thursday, March 14 from
5-5:45 p.m.

“Learn ukulele at the
library,” the event page states.

By Amy YALEY
COO of Ward Media

initiatives.
Consistency is
a buzzword

not just
in marketing;
it’s a fundamental principle
that can make or break
your brand. By maintaining

consistency across your
marketing channels, you can
strengthen brand recognition,
foster customer loyalty, and
ultimately achieve Top of
Mind Awareness. In today’s
competitive landscape, where
consumers are inundated with
choices, consistency is the key
to standing out and winning the
hearts and minds of your target
audience whether they are here
in the heart of Washington or
across the globe.

“Take a one-on-one or small
group introductory ukulele
lesson with volunteer ukulele
teacher, Tim Morrison.”

The library has a limited
number of lender ukuleles
available for check out.
Contact the Cashmere Library
to find out if there is a ukulele
available at cashmere@
ncwlibraries.org or (509) 782-
3314.

For more information visit
ncwlibraries.org.

Your Homework

Assess  your  current
branding strategies and
identify areas where

consistency can be improved.
Whether it’s updating your
brand guidelines, optimizing
your content management
systems, or training your
staff, take proactive steps to
ensure consistency across
all marketing channels. Your
brand’s success depends on it.

Amy Yaley is the COO of Ward
Media and the co-owner of
Apple Capital Marketing &
Northwest Swag Works. She
can be reached at amy@ward.
media.
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Community Calendar

Wednesday

Cashmere Rotary Club, meets at Cashmere Presbyterian Church
hall, noon. President Mark Shorb. 509-885-0676.

Mission Creek Community Club, meets every month, 7 p.m. (1st
and 3rd Wed.).

Cashmere Food Bank, open 2nd and 4th Wednesday from
3-4 p.m. Cashmere Food Distribution Center, 316 River St.,
for more information, call Pam, 509-245-6464

Ukulele Circle, Join the Ukulele Circle, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. every
Wednesday, at the Peshastin Library. Please come 15
minutes early to tune and get the sheet music.

Thursday

Caregiver Support Group, 2-3:30 p.m. For Caregivers of those
with Memory Loss. The Henry Building, 120 Cottage Ave.
Contact Carmen Gamble, 509-393-0789. (1st & 3rd Thurs.)

Cashmere Sportsman Assoc., (Cashmere Gun Club), open
to the public for trapshooting 7-10 p.m. Private rentals by
appointment. Call Brian James, 509-782-3099.

Cashmere American Legion Post #64, 7 p.m., American
Legion Hall, 401 Sunset Highway. Commander Ken Komro,
509-782-4973. (Ist Thurs. of every month, August -June).

Cashmere American Legion Auxiliary #64, 7 p.m., American
Legion Hall, 401 Sunset Highway. President Linda
Ingraham, 509-679-0243. (Ist Thurs. of every month,
August -June).

Sunday

CHURCH: See the church page for local service times and
events.

Monday

Cashmere Wacoka Kiwanis Club, 6:30 p.m., American Legion
Hall, lower level. 6:30 p.m. Call Pam Leighton,
509-669-3159. (4th Mon.)

Tillicum Riders, 7 p.m. Chelan County Fairgrounds.

Call Cindy, 509-662-5984. (Ist Mon.)

Cashmere City Council, 6 p.m., City Hall (2nd & 4th Mon. of
each month (unless a holiday, then Tues.).

Planning Committee Meeting, 5 p.m. at City Hall (Ist Mon. of
each month unless a holiday, then Tues.).

Cashmere Fire Department, Business management, 7 p.m,,
above City Hall. Call Chief Cy, 509-782-3513. (3rd Mon.)

Cashmere Fire Department, meeting, 8 p.m., above City Hall.
Call Chief Cy, 509-782-3513. (3rd Mon.)

Cashmere School Board Work Session, Board work sessions
are typically held towards the beginning of the month at
6:30 a.m. with no action taken. For updated info. Visit www.
cashmere.wednet.edu

Cashmere School Regular Board Meetings, are typically
held towards the end of the month at 7 p.m. with action
taken. The schedule for meetings is subject to change
to accommodate conflicts in schedule or special
circumstances. Visit www.cashmere.wednet.edu for the
most up to date info.

Chelan Douglas Republican Women, Monthly meeting and
luncheon 1st Monday of the month (unless it's a holiday).
$21. for lunch, $8. for sitting only. 11 a.m. check in starts,
noon for meeting and speaker. Wenatchee Convention
Center 121 N. Wenatchee Ave. For information and
reservations, please call, Angela Dye, President, 509-668-
1105 (Ist Mon.)

Tuesday

Icicle & Peshastin Irrigation Districts, Current meeting time 8
a.m. at 5594 Wescott Drive. Call Levi Jantzer, cell 509-607-
0278, 509-782-2561, or levi.ipid@nwi.net (2nd Tues.)

Peshastin Water District, meets at 4:30 p.m. Contact: Steve
Keene for meeting location. 509-548-5266. (2nd Tues.)

Cashmere Chamber of Commerce, Noon, everyone is invited
to attend as a guest. Call Executive Director, for meeting
location. 509-782-7404. (3rd Tues.)

The Chelan County Cemetery District #2, (Peshastin) meets
at 6 p.m,, at the Memorial Hall, located at 10204 Main
Street. (2nd Tues.)

NCW Libraries

Cashmere Public Library: 509-782-3314

You can order your books online at ncwlibraries.org or call
1-800-426-READ (7323).

Mon.,Tues., Thurs., and Fri., 9-6, Wed. 1-6 and Sat.,10-2. Closed
Sun. 300 Woodring Street. Call 782-3314, or online at
cashmere@ncwlibraries.org

Cashmere Museum and Pioneer Village

Call for more information 509-782-3230

Chelan County Historical Society Board meets, 7 p.m,,
Cashmere Museum, 600 Cotlets Way. Call Nicky 509-782-
3230. (3rd Thurs.)

Note: Some meetings or events may be rescheduled due to
holidays or other closures. Please call and check with that
orgdanization listed.

Chelan County Detective to lead scam
awareness session at Cashmere Library

By QuinN PropsT
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CASHMERE - Chelan
County Sheriff’s Detective Cy
Bowthorpe will present about
common scams on Tuesday,
March 12 at 6-8 p.m. at the
Cashmere Library.

“We feel privileged
and lucky that Detective

Bowthorpe was able to set time
aside out of his busy schedule
to come here on the evening
of the twelfth of March at the
Cashmere Library,” Cashmere
Branch Librarian Lisa Lawless
said.

“With all of the scams that
plague everyone these days,
we feel his presentation is very
timely and needed,” she said.

The presentation SCAMS
and Scam Prevention with
Detective Bowthorpe will
cover common scams seen
today.

Bowthorpe will discuss
how to recognize and avoid
common scams, including
credit card scams.

He will also discuss what to
do if you fall victim to a scam.

Detective Bowthorpe will be
happy to answer any questions
along the way and welcomes
discussion, Lawless said.

Light refreshments will be
served at the event courtesy
of the Cashmere Friends of the
Library.

Quinn Propst: 509-731-3590 or
quinn@ward.media.

Chelan PUD
billing statements
delayed due to

cybersecurity event

NCW News
Ward Media

WENATCHEE - Chelan
Public Utility District announced
that billing statements might
arrive late this month following
a cybersecurity event affecting
its billing statement vendor.

The utility typically sends
about 2,000 billing statements
daily through a national service
provider. Due to the incident,
the vendor could not issue
statements for the last week
electronically or via mail.

Chelan PUD shares customer
names, mailing addresses,
services, amounts owed, due
dates, and account numbers
with the vendor to facilitate
billing. The utility is assessing
if this data was compromised
during the cybersecurity event.
It confirmed that the vendor
does not hold payment method
details or other sensitive,
personally identifiable
information.

“We apologize for the
inconvenience,” said Customer
Utilities Manager Lindsey
Mohns. “Once this is resolved
and Dbilling resumes, we
will adjust any due dates to
correspond with the new billing
date. Our priority is to support
customers and avoid any
unintentional impacts.”

Customers can still view their
current balance and pay bills
through the usual channels,
including online, mail, and
payment kiosks and drop boxes
in Leavenworth, Chelan, and
Wenatchee. However, access to
previous billing statements is
currently unavailable.

Chelan PUD has directed
customers to contact Customer
Relations at (509) 661-8002 for
account-related inquiries.

Chelan County

property tax bills
delayed; expected
mid-March
NCW News
Ward Media

WENATCHEE — Chelan
County officials have

announced a delay in mailing
2024 property tax statements.
According to the Chelan
County Treasurer’s Office,
residents can anticipate
receiving their tax bills by mid-
March.

The Treasurer’s Office
assures that the county’s
parcel search website will be
updated with the new 2024
tax amounts as soon as they
become payable.

As per state law, specifically
RCW 84.56.020, the deadlines for
property tax payments remain
unchanged. Property owners
are required to pay the first half
of their taxes by April 30 and the
second half by Oct. 31.

Chelan County
Sheriff’s Report B o
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This report is compiled from records provided by the Chelan
County Sheriff's Office and RiverCom. The publisher cannot
certify the complete accuracy of the information provided.

February 23

1:30:36 Suspicious, Goodwin Rd
& Sunset Hwy

13:53:37 Warrant, Maple St &
Riverside Dr

February 24

2:13:52 Alarm, 5809 Pioneer Dr

12:26:26 Civil, 917 Pioneer Ave#
A204

13:00:40 Harass/Threat, 701
Pioneer Ave

18:21:37 Assist Agency, 115 E
Pleasant Ave# 13

23:21:55 Noise, 3717 Bridge St,
Monitor

February 25

02:13:52 Alarm, 5809 Pioneer Dr

10:02:43 Assist Public, S Division
St & Aplets Way

13:54:58 Suspicious, Nahahum
Canyon Rd & Swakan

22:50:37 Harass/Threat, 4371
Bardin James Rd, Monitor

February 26

15:18:35 Civil, 6030 Sunburst
Ln

16:24:26 Property, 115 E Pleasant
Ave# 3

February 27

8:57:03 Alarm, 5862 Sunburst Ln

13:25:58 Domestic Distur, 5710
Goodwin Rd

17:42:19 Traffic Offense, S
Division St & School Ln

February 28

2:32:25 Assist Agency, Us Hwy
2 Mp 110

9:24:35 Littering, 6010 Sunset
Hwy

11:32:28 Trespass, 6994 Brender
Canyon Rd

13:22:09 Traffic Offense, Kimber
Rd & Evergreen Dr

14:11:49 Welfare Check, 504
Cottage Ave

16:09:17 Assist Public, Stine Hill
Rd & Wescott Dr

February 29

2:32:25 Assist Agency, Us Hwy
2 Mp 110

8:11:39 Theft, 3559 Pioneer Way,
Monitor,

8:27:53 Harass/Threat, 917
Pioneer Ave# A204

1513:08 Suicide Threat, 410 S
Division St

15:38:37 Trespass, 206
Washington St

19:15:08 Weapons Violati, 5950
Sunburst Ln

23:41:18 Diversion, 101 Woodring
St# 200
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Call Cashmere Valley Record at 509- 548 5286
or email news@ward.media
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Learn to Landscape with Native Plants:
free virtual workshops offered in March

NCW News
Ward Media

Registration is now open
for a series of free virtual
workshops aimed at helping
individuals learn how to
incorporate native plants into
their landscapes, whether
they have a compact city patio
or a vast rural homestead.
The “Native Planting 101~
workshop will take place
via Zoom every Wednesday
evening in March at 7:00 pm.

Local experts will guide
participants on starting or
expanding their use of native
flora. The sessions are designed
for all levels of gardening
enthusiasts, from beginners to
those looking to deepen their
existing landscaping practices.

The expert speaker
lineup includes:

* Mel Asher, kicking off the
series on March 6 with
“Native Plantings: Getting
Started!” This session
will provide foundational
knowledge for newcomers
to native planting.

* Betsy Dudash, on March
13 will delve into “Using
Native Annuals in Your
Landscape,” offering
insights into how annuals
can enhance and diversify
garden ecosystems.

* Don Schaechtel shares
his extensive experience
on March 20 with “Lessons
Learned From 14 Years of
Native Plant Gardening,”
providing valuable tips

and personal anecdotes
from over a decade of
gardening with native
plants.

* Al Murphy
the series on March
27 with “Using Plants
Adapted to Our Changing
Climate,” focusing on
selecting plants resilient
to climatic shifts, ensuring
sustainable gardening
practices.

concludes

Interested participants can
register at https://tinyurl.
com/mub4uksy. Don’t miss
this opportunity to enrich
your gardening skills

and contribute to local
biodiversity by thoughtfully
integrating native plants into
your landscape.

NCW News
Ward Media

EAST WENATCHEE — A
meet-up designed to foster
connections between local
farmers and school food
service directors will take
place on Monday, March
11, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at
the Eastmont Community

Center, located at 230 N.
Georgia Ave.
The event, supported

by the Washington State
Department of Agriculture’s
market program, aims to
share insights into successful
farm-to-school partnerships.
Attendees will gain access
to valuable resources,
information on grants,
and regulatory guidance
pertinent to the procurement
of Washington’s agricultural
products by local schools.
This gathering presents an
invaluable chance for local

agriculturists to engage with
potentialbuyersfromschools,
paving the way for enriching
the local food ecosystem and
supporting community-based
agriculture.

Participants are encouraged
to preregister for the event.
For additional details,
contact Margaret Viebrock
of the WSU Extension at
509-745-8531 or via email at
viebrock@wsu.edu.

Kinder:

First:
Halle Bailey, Keeleigh Gjullin, Dailyn H

Second:

AGENCY

[ 7 )

Students
= Month

FEBRUAR

Iriana Leaf, Baet Arciga, Sofia Valdivia, Aylinn Cornelio,
Liam White, Finley Whitford, Hattie Bowen, Olson Kill,
Aliyah Ramero-Carreno, Daniel Ramirez

Rojas, Larkin Holmes, Brooklyn Brandeberry, Henry
Anderson, Myla Rodriguez, Madison Rumann, Owen

Rudback
Third:

Sadie Tukey, Reagan Dalgetty, August Valeri, Lylah
Taliloa, Leo Martin, Teagan Cruickshank, Julia
Lopez-Roman, Giselle Lopez, Isobel Harmeling, Alan

ernandez, Lupita

TRAIT OF COOPERATION

Maldonado, Calvin Mejia, Alex Sandoval, Eduardo Toral-
Barbosa, Rosy Lake, Alan Lueondee, Michael Peery,
Avery Jacobs, Mila Martin, Benicio Aguirre

Maitee Marron, Kai Smart, Jacob Vanderhoff,
Dayana Torres, Wyatt Conner, Elcy Campbell, Mason
Henderson, Elise Willoghby, Davis Vickrey, Yareli

MA RTIN ‘ \" ‘ M ORRIS (formerly Milne Insurance Agency)

/o
Congratulations/

We're proud to recognize your
exceptional character. Keep it up!

Hernandez, Leah Ahrens
Fourth:

Virgil Newberry, Alejandra Acevedo, Jasmine
Potter, Kamila Arciga, Wynn Anderson, Brooklyn
Mejia, Jonathan Lopez, Cole Davis, Mateo Guzman-
Avila, Shae Holmes, Ashley Hendrickson, Alianna
Granados, Emery Gasbar, Zaelynn Skeens

INC.

205 Woodring St., Cashmere
509-782-2213

STUNENTS
MUNTH
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Local ag co-op nurtures tree
fruit industry from bud to box

By QuinN PropsT
Ward Media Staff Reporter

Since the 1930s, Northwest
Wholesale, Inc., alocally owned
agricultural cooperative, has
been an impactful part of the
tree fruit industry in North
Central Washington.

Cooperatives of all kinds are
a vital part of rural America,
and agricultural co-ops are
no exception as they work to
maximize buying power and
benefits for their members.

NWW is uniquely tailored
to the tree fruit industry in
North Central Washington and
serves growers and packers
“from bud to box.”

NWW CEO Rodney Van
Orman said the fruits grown in
NCW include pears, cherries,
and apples.

“We’re pretty unique in our
co-op in that we do the pre-
harvest side, and we do the
post-harvest side,” Van Orman
said. “And it’s all related to
tree fruit where a lot of other
co-ops have other types of
business activities, like retail
or they do fuel products like
propane, gas, diesel, petroleum
products, and then some a lot
of other coops in this region
also work with grain growers.
So essentially, we’re pretty
unique in the co-op world.”

The co-op is headquartered
in Wenatchee, with branch
locations in Brewster,
Cashmere, Chelan, Omak/

Okanogan, Oroville, Tonasket,
and Royal City.

“With those branches, we
service growers in the orchard,
and we call that the pre-
harvest side of the business,
which we have 10 PCAs or
what we call field staff that
will go out and go through
the orchard with growers and
write recommendations for
crop protection, as well as
nutrients for the for the trees,
the orchard,” he said.

“And then the other side
of the business we call post-
harvest,” he said. “And on
that side of the business, we
work with the packaging
warehouses, and we supply
them with the consumable
goods, boxes, trays, bags, and
post-harvest chemicals so that
the fruit can get to the market
in the packaging.”

In a co-op business model,
members are essentially the
owners.

“With the co-op model, what
it does is it brings volume
from the growers, which helps
improve the buying power that
the co-op has, so the more the
members buy from the coop,
the more buying power the
coop has that saves the grower
money,” he said.

“And as a co-op, were
essentially a nonprofit, and the
co-op keeps the money that it
needs to pay for the operating
expenses, and then whatever’s
leftover, it pays back the
growers at the end of the year,”
he said. “The profitability goes
back to the growers in what we
call equity.”

NWW  offers incentive
programs for members
buying from the co-op. On
the packaging side, they have
volume incentives, so the more
they buy, the more they get
back. On the grower side of
the business, they offer a large
grower discount.

“So essentially, the growers
are the owners of the co-op
and buy, and then those
growers are combining the
volumes of the products that
they’re buying, which in turn
helps with the buying power
of the co-op with vendors
and suppliers to get the best
pricing and pass that on to our
members,” he said.

“The other benefit of the
co-op is the money stays
locally,” he said. “So that
money that’s spent with the
co-op stays locally with the
growers, the employees, or the
co-op and then also within the
communities of the co-op as
well.”

Van Orman said a challenge
the co-op faces is that as new
people come into the industry
or younger generations come
up, they don’t necessarily
understand the co-op model.

Another challenge they
face is that now people want
savings upfront when they are
buying.

“So they’re looking for the
best price upfront, and they
want to see that versus waiting
till the end of the year when
they get their equity check,” he
said. “And then they’re getting

Write on the River and NCW Libraries
announce High School Writer's Competition

NCW News
Ward Media

WENATCHEE — Write on
the River, in collaboration with
NCW Libraries, has announced
the 13th annual High School
Writers Competition. The
competition is open to
students in grades 9-12 who
are within the service area of
NCW Libraries, encompassing
Chelan, Douglas, Okanogan,
Grant, and Ferry counties.

“It’s been really heartening
to see submissions grow every
year. In conversations with the
winning writers, I sense a lot
of confidence and pride, and
for some of these high school
students, the competition
is an affirming boost toward
their future writing careers,”
said Susan Lagsdin, Emeritus
Board Member, Write on the
River.

The competition offers
$200 in cash prizes across
three categories for original
fiction. Entries can be either
a complete short story or the
first chapter of a novel, with a
length requirement of 500-2,000
words. There is no fee to enter.

Eligibility extends to public,
private, and home-schooled
students, as well as those in
the Running Start program.
The submission period is from
March 1, 2024, to April 15,
2024. Details and submission
guidelines are available at
www.writeontheriver.org.

Initiated by New York Times
bestselling author Chelsea
Cain in 2011, the competition
is part of Write on the
River’s efforts to support and
nurture the regional writing

community by providing

learning opportunities
in fiction, nonfiction, and
publishing.

NCW Libraries serves the
region with 30 locations, an

online catalog, a Mail Order
Library, and a Community
Bookmobile, aiming to connect
residents to resources that
support personal growth and
community strength.
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Your building ¢

= WESTERN

STEEL & POST FRAME BUILDING CONTRACTORS

just the way you want!

RANGH .
BUILDINGS | NFRA

an be customized

Sold and erected

locally owned builder

by an independent,

509-884-0555
www.westembuildings.com

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL + INDUSTRIAL + AGRICULTURAL

1107 Walla Walla Avenue
Wenatchee, WA 98801

that savings back at the end of
the year versus immediately.
People want satisfaction now

versus waiting, and that’s
part of the challenge of people
not understanding the co-op
model.”

That opens an opportunity
for competition to come in and
look like a better deal than
co-op but in the long run, the
co-op is actually better if they
are patient, he said.

“I think that’s a challenge
for all agricultural co-ops these
days,” he said.

NWW was started in 1937 by
a group of bankers looking for
ways to come out of the Great
Depression and support the
struggling fruit industry. The
group sought to consolidate
their purchasing to get better
pricing for growers.

Today, the co-op has just
under 300 members.

In the future, Van Orman
hopes to continue to expand
sales in the Wenatchee
area and to expand into the
Yakima market, and they are
always looking at different
business segments that would

complement what they are
doing now, he said.

Quinn Propst:509-731-3590 or
quinn@uward.media.
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To Place Information In The Church Guide Call 509-548-5286

Cashmere

CASHMERE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
303 Maple Street » 509-782-2431
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Call for activities: Pastor Charles
Clarke ® www.cashmerepres.org

CASHMERE COMMUNITY CHURCH
213 S. Division ¢ 509-782-3811
In-person Service, Sunday, 11 a.m.
until further notice.

Pastor Lilia Felicitas-Malana
cashmerecommunitychurch@gmail.com

CHRIST CENTER

Sunday Worship Service at 10 am
Lead Pastor Steve Haney ¢ 5800
Kimber Rd., Cashmeree 509-295-8006
christcentercashmere.com

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

* 509-860-0736 * 401 Elberta Ave., 9 am
Formation of Faith, 10 am Worship.
Combined service with St. James
Episcopal Church. Pastor Rob Gohll

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH
*509-860-0736 * 222 Cottage Ave.,

9 am Formation of Faith, 10 am Wor-
ship. Combined service with Grace
Lutheran Church. Pastor Rob Gohl

Dryden

DRYDEN COMMUNITY CHURCH

Hwy 2 at Dryden Ave. ¢ 509-782-2935
Sunday Worship at 11 am.

* Prayer Meeting Wed. at 6 pm. Pas-
tor Bill Clem

MID-VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
8345 Stine Hill Rd. » 509-782-2616
Worship Service, 10 a.m., * Sunday
School, 9 a.m. *Pastor Mike Moore
www.midvalley baptist.org

Monitor

MONITOR UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH

3799 Fairview Canyon * 509-782-2601
In-person service, Sunday, 9 a.m.
Pastor Lilia Felicitas-Malana

Peshastin

LIGHT IN THE VALLEY COMMUNITY
CHURCH

8455 Main Street ® Sunday Worship 10
a.m. ¢ Pastor John Romine
www.lightinthevalley.org

NEW LIFE FOURSQUARE CHURCH
7591 Hwy. 97 ¢ 509-548-4222
Sunday Worship, 10 a.m.

Pastors, Darryl and Mindy Wall
newlifeleavenworth@gmail.com
FB page: newlifeleavenworth
www.newlifeleavenworth.com

e
(&)
)

@

Leavenworth

CASCADE MOUNTAIN

BIBLE CHURCH

Office: 509-548-4331

11025 Chumstick Hwy.

Please join us Sunday mornings
9 a.m., Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.,
Worship Service

CORNERSTONE CHURCH
Leavenworth Grange Hall 621, Front St.
info@cornerstoneleavenworth.com
Sunday Worship — 10 a.m.

LEAVENWORTH COMMUNITY
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
418 Evans Street ® 509-548-5619
10 a.m.Sunday Service, Pastor
Jo Dene Romeijn-Stout
Leavenworthumc.org
leavenworthumc@outlook.com

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
“Reconciling in Christ Congregation”
224 Benton Street ® 509-548-7010
Worship 9:30 a.m. w/coffee following
Eva Jenson, Pastor
https://www.flcleavenworth.com

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF LEAVENWORTH, SBC

429 Evans Street, 509- 470-7745
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
www.leavenworthbaptist.com
Email: info@leavenworthbaptist.com

LEAVENWORTH CHURCH OF THE
NAZARENE

111 Ski Hill Drive * 509-548-5292
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Lead Pastor: Greg Appleby

Youth Pastor Paige Derossett
Worship Pastor-Jacob Mitchell
www.LCN.org

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
10600 Ski Hill Drive  509-548-4345
Saturday Services ¢ Bible Study 9:30
a.m. * Worship 11 a.m.

Fred Smith ¢ 509-860-3997

SPIRIT LIFE CENTER

210 Benton Street * 509-548-7138
Sunday Worship 10 a.m., Prayer 6
p.m. * Wednesday Bible Study 6:30
p.m. ¢ Pastor Russell Esparza

Plain

PLAIN COMMUNITY CHURCH
Serving Our Valley Since 1941

12565 Chapel Dr. 509-763-3621

Looking for you at 10:30 this Sunday!
plaincommunitychurch.org
facebook.com/plaincommunitychurch
office@plaincommunitychurch.org
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By Quinn PropsT
Ward Media Staff Reporter

The Columbia River Drug
Task Force had a successful
year in 2023 in the fight
against the drug epidemic.

The mission of the
CRDTF is to combat illegal
drug activity, current law
enforcement issues facing
the community, and to help
promote successful and
thriving communities in both
Chelan and Douglas County.

Last year, members of the
CRDTF seized nearly 5,500
grams of methamphetamine,
750 grams of cocaine, 24,970
fentanyl pills, and 74.6 grams
of pure fentanyl powder.

It is impossible to quantify
the number of lives saved by
these drug seizures. However,

it is important to note that
two milligrams of fentanyl
powder can be lethal, the task
force said in a recent press
release.

Chief Ryan Moody said it is
hard to measure preventative
enforcement.

“I think we can easily say
that some lives were saved
based off the amount of
fentanyl and pills that were
taken off the street,” he said.

Other drug seizures
included heroin, marijuana,
and a variety of illicit
prescription-type drugs.

The CRDTF served 56
search warrants that resulted
in the recovery of 21 firearms,
many of which were stolen.

In 2023, the CRDTF opened
119 new cases. Out of those
cases, they made 104 arrests

and seized over $76,000 in
cash and $175,000 in bank
accounts.

“As far as the other
effect that we have on the
community is the
number of arrests
that we do
make, it makes
it harder for
people that
want to come
here to deal
drugs,” he
said. “I mean,
they’ll basically
go where they can
get away with doing
it and if we can try and put
a dent in it, and in showing
that this isn’t an easy place
for them to deal drugs. I
think that that’ll affect the
community as well.”

The CRDTF not only
combats the drug epidemic
but also remains flexible
in the cases they work and

how those cases relate
to the needs of the
community. As a
result, they also

work cases
that relate
to firearms,
gangs, vio-
lent crimes,
and serial
offenders.

This combined
focus had a positive
impact on juvenile
gang violence, in addition
to the increasing drug use
and fentanyl overdoses.
The CRDTF worked a
case that led to the arrest
of a resident of Safe Park

1 in the City of Wenatchee.
That investigation led to two
additional arrests of drug
dealers who were supplying
drugs to residents of the Safe
Park locations.

Additionally, the CRDTF
met with all the principals
from Eastmont  School
District to educate them
on youth gang trends and
fentanyl. CRDTF members
also did presentations at
two other local schools and

participated in the WPD
Citizen’s Academy.
One of the Dbiggest

challenges the task force
faces is funding. Currently,
the task force is funded by
the Byrne JAG grant through
the Washington State
Department of Commerce.
However, that funding will

end after 2024.

The Washington
Association of  Sheriffs
and Police Chiefs asked
Washington legislatures to
continue funding drug task
forces. So the task force will
be funded through next year,
but after that, they don’t
know where their funding
will come from, Moody said.

Moving forward into 2024,
the CRDTF aims to continue
to reduce crime rates,
help community members
feel safe, and continue
Wenatchee, East Wenatchee,
Chelan, and Douglas County’s
reputations as great places
to raise families and live for
generations to come.

Quinn Propst: 509-731-3590 or
quinn@ward.media.

Link Transit charts future with electric buses and innovative services

By Mike MALTAIS
Ward Media Staff Reporter

CHELAN - Nick Covey, CEO
of Link Transit, addressed the
regular bi-monthly meeting of
the Chelan city council on Feb.
27 with a presentation that
included everything short of
driving an electric bus through
the council chamber doors.

Covey began with some
background details.

» First day of service was
Dec 16, 1991.

13-member Board
of Directors and 188
employees, give or take.
Councilmember and former
mayor Bob Goedde served
on the Link board for 19
years, a position now filled
by Mayor Erin McCardle.
Service Area of 3,660
square miles covering all
of Chelan County and one-
third of Douglas.

Largest public transit
service area in the state.
Serves a population 128,000,
seven days a week and
travels 2.4 million miles
annually.

More than one million
boardings for the first time
since 2015.

Link has service options
to cover every commuter
need.

Fixed route involves the
big busses seen driving
through town daily.

* DART is same-day Dial-
A-Ride service in Chelan
and Wenatchee. Riders
can use a phone app or call
in for same-day service.
Additional DART is planned
for Chelan Falls and Apple
Acres/Airport (2025).
LinkPlus is a complemen-
tary paratransit service for
the fixed route that pro-
vides door-to-door service
for ADA-qualified users.
TripLink is a new service
for those out-of-service-
area users without
personal vehicles. They
can have friend or neighbor
transport them and Link
will reimburse mileage
costs for a limited number
of monthly trips.
Rideshare is a monthly fee
service for three or more
riders via a provided Link
van. For example, workers
from Wenatchee going to
Grand Coulee or Wells
dams find Rideshare a
good fit.

The Link fleet provides a
variety of vehicles, and all are
ADA-compliant.

* 23 battery-electric BYD-
manufactured buses with
nine more arriving spring
2025. Link contracted with
BYDlargely for the beneficial
battery arrangement.

“Batteries usually last about
half the life of the vehicle,” said
Covey. “The big busses are 12-
year, 500,000-mile vehicles. BYD
warranties their batteries for 12
years. If something goes wrong,
they replace them for us,”

Covey explained the benefit
of not having to replace
batteries that can cost half the
price of a bus. BYD also buys
the used batteries back from
Link, eliminating the need for

battery disposal.
* Twelve 40-foot Gillig-
manufactured (diesel)

busses that travel about
600 miles daily, a distance
not yet capable for electric
models.

¢ 22 Cutaway mini busses.

* 24 Paratransit vans

18 staff vehicles.

To help keep some of its
vehicles charging while in
service Link employs a series
of wireless inductive charging
locations.

“This is in-ground charging
the bus drives over,” said
Covey, “It’s 300 kilowatts. One
minute of charging gives us
about two additional miles.”

For some downtown and
urban Wenatchee routes of
200-250 miles with bus ranges
of 130 miles, the wireless
chargers provides busses
with enough extended range
to operate 15 hours a day.
Link has four of the grant-
funded $500,000 chargers,
three at Columbia Station
and one in Leavenworth. One
will be installed in the East
Wenatchee Park and Ride and
another in Manson.

Link capital projects for
22024 include:

* A 41,000 sq. ft enclosed and
heated electric bus parking
garage at the Olds Station
operations base.

* A park and ride in Entiat
and another at Rock Island.

« Bus stop improvements for
destinations including Mill
Bay Casino.

* Four new purpose-built
buses for Mission Ridge
and Waterville.

Other projects include the
Apple Blossom Center for
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Link Transit staff members pose in front of two of their clean quiet electric busses.

a possible park and ride as
that area population grows.
Another park and ride at
Leffler Field in Manson will
include a wireless charger.
Link is working with
TREAD, that Covey describes
as “a local area nonprofit that
has been very instrumental
in bike pathways,” on Chelan-
to-Manson, Wenatchee-to-
Leavenworth, Wenatchee-to-
Rock Island, and Wenatchee-
to-Malaga pathway designs.
“Part of those pathways
will hook up to bus stops and
pullouts so you can put your
bike on the bus, or we can drop
you off so you can ride on the
pathway safely,” Covey said.

Vision 2020 recap

Based on a successful 2019
campaign thatraised additional
revenue. Link embarked on
a six-year Vision 2020 plan
including 30-plus projects in
Chelan and Douglas counties.
As of Covey’s report the plan
is ahead of projections with
about 74 percent completed
ahead of the 63 percent
estimated at this stage. Just
one of those is a new Sunday
service implemented for the
first time in agency history.

A word about free fares

Link weathered the 1999 1-695
excise tax measure approved
by voters that rolled back
vehicle excise taxes to $30.

“Half the funding for transit
was in that motor vehicle
excise tax, so we lost that,”
Covey said.

In 2020 Link moved into its
new building at Olds Station
and laid off half its staff.

“It was a tough time,” said
Covey, “so we implemented
fares to try and regain some
of that revenue. At best we
got about five percent of our
revenue from fares.

“When Covid hit everybody
in the state went fare free,”
said Covey. “Once Covid got
over we decided to keep it that
way.”

“Fares displace the folks
who really need it most,” said
Covey who explained that the
two-way fare costs for a low-
income family with children
was unaffordable for many.

Link’s free fares also meet
nearly half a dozen Federal
criteria that qualify the transit
service to receive more than
a half-million dollars per

COURTESY OF LINK TRANSIT

incentive.

“Right now, we are receiving
five of those,” said Covey.
“That’s a substantial chunk of
money that fares would never
come close to replacing. It’s
better for us to keep it fare-free
and to keep those incentives.”

Mike Maltais: 360-333-8483 or
michael@ward.media
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CLASSIFIEDS

Email your Classifieds & Legal Notices to: classifieds@ward.media or call 509-293-6780

Leavenworth Echo
Cashmere Valley Record
Lake Chelan Mirror
Quad City Herald

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE

All real estate advartis-

ing in this newspaper

i5 subject w0 the Fair B
Housing Act, which BFeEm
makes it dlegal to advertise “amy
preference, imitation or discrimina-
tion based on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial status or na-
tional origin, or an intention to make
any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.” This newspaper will
not knowingly accept any advertis-
ing for real estate that is in violation
of the lew. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD at 1-B00-669-9777.
The number for hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

CORRECTIONS: Ward Media LLC shall
be responsible for corrections to adver-
tisements on the first publication only.
The advertiser will be responsible for
the corrections made thereafter. Ward
Media LLC shall not be responsible for
slight changes or typographical errors
that do no lessen the value of the adver-
tisement. Ward Media LLC's liability for
other errors or omissions in connection
with an advertisement is strictly limited
to the publication of the advertisements
in any subsequent issue. No monetary
refunds will be given. For more informa-
tion call 509-548-5286.

WARD MEDIA

Help Wanted

PUD No. 1 of Okanogan
County is seeking to fill
a public information
officer position.
Please see
www.okanoganpud.org
for job description and
requirements; and submit
application with resume.
Okanogan PUD is an
equal opportunity
provider and employer.

Announcements

General Interest

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES today with a
GENERAC home
standby generator.
$0 money down + low
monthly payment options.
Request a FREE Quote.
Call now before the next
power outage:
1-888-674-7053.

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & amp;
Military Discounts.
Call 1-888-360-1582.

STOP OVERPAYING
FOR HEALTH
INSURANCE!

A recent study shows that
a majority of people
struggle to pay for

health coverage.

Let us show you how
much you can save. Call
Now for a no-obligation
quote:
1-877-765-1117.

You will need to have
your zip code to connect
to the right provider.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY.
Receive maximum value
of write off for your taxes.
Running or not!

All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for
details, 855-635-4229.

ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE
with a $325 classified
listing or $1600 for a
display ad.
Call this newspaper or
360-344-2938 for details.

Employment

Help Wanted

Maintenance/Grounds
person needed!
Darnell's Lake Resort
$20 - $23 per hour DOE.
Maintain pool, hot tub,
courts, and general
yard/room maintenance.
Two positions available
mid March through
November. Contact
509-682-2015, visit
www.darnellsresort.com
to complete an
application.

Utility Maintenance
Worker
(Full-Time, Weekends
Required)

The City of Leavenworth,
an equal opportunity
employer, is now
accepting applications for
the position of
Utility Maintenance
Worker.

This position is
full-time/permanent,
union covered, and
requires weekends.
Salary range is $5,073 -
$5,713 per month.
Requirements:
Minimum 18 years of age
and Washington State
driver's license with
record
acceptable to the City.
Position will require
a pre employment
drug/alcohol screening
and physical
evaluation. This position
requires a CDL which
means individuals will be
subject to applicable
federal regulations,
including random drug
testing.
Individuals must be able
to work weekends,
holidays, and required
overtime. Duties involve
assistance in basic
maintenance and repair
of, which includes but is
not limited to, garbage
and
cardboard collection,
streets and roadways,
sidewalks, ROW
maintenance, buildings
and structures,
municipal water
distribution system,
sewer and stormwater
collection system,
cemetery grounds,
headstones, restrooms,
and which includes but is
not limited to the scope of
functions and duties
listed. The typical
schedule is five days per
week; although,
schedules may vary to
support
requested needs of the
City. Weekend work will
be required to
accommodate the work
demands
and service requirements
of the City in order to
ensure safety,
cleanliness, and aesthetic
appeal, as
well as to meet public
needs and standards.
The full job description,
job application, and
instructions on how to
apply are available at
City Hall,

700 US Hwy. 2,
from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM,
online at
www.cityofleavenworth.com,
or by contacting
us at (509) 548-5275.
First review date for
submitted application(s)
is Friday, March 22,
2024. Position will remain
open until filled.

Help Wanted

N

CREPE CAFE

NS

We Are Hiring!

The new and trending
Crépe Café located in the
Obertal Mall is seeking
teammates to join us in
offering an authentic
crépe experience.
Develop within the café
while learning kitchen,
customer service,
cashier, and barista
responsibilities with the
goal of becoming a crépe
specialist, leader, and
lifelong learner.
Entry-level and
management positions
are available. Visit us in
person or at
CrepeCafeSisters.com/Le
avenworth and complete
an application by clicking
on "Apply Now".
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Douglas PUD has an
opening for:

Student Trainee —
Natural Resources

Details at

www.douglaspud.org<htt
p://www.douglaspud.org

g.’o"’.
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Douglas PUD has an
opening for:

Seasonal Fish Counter
Details at

www.douglaspud.org<htt
p://www.douglaspud.org

HELP WANTED
Responsible
Animal Lover

to occasionally feed
2 mini donkeys and
1 outside cat.
Lower Brender Canyon
area Cashmere.
For more information
please text or call
509-860-4665.

Real Estate

Rentals

In Chelan: Remodeled 1
bedroom apartment,
townhouse  style  for
privacy. New appliances.
1 block to city park. No
pets. $1,050/ month, plus
deposits. 509-682-5108.

Leavenworth Cute studio
in town.
Furnished.

All utilities included.
No pets. No smoking.
$1,125. per month.

1 year lease and
references required.
$1,000. Security Deposit
509-860-4564

Advertise
fm
ihe

CILASSIOFIIRIDS

classifieds@
ward.media

509-548-5286

Bridgeport, WA.
Joseph Cove
Apartments

accepting applications for
a two-bedroom apartment
with central air,
wash/dry hook ups,
must be income eligible.
For more information call
Shannon at
509-686-4731

W
Windermere

REAL ESTATE

Looking for real

in the Upper Valley?
Give us a call today!

estate

Windermere Real Estate/NCW
Leavenworth/Lake Wenatchee Specialists

Robyn Bodajla - 617-462-3402
Momi Palmieri - 509-433-2211

Geordie Romer - 509-679-8958
Allyson Romer - 509-630-9898

See all available properties at windermereleavenworth.com

Rentals

For Rent Pateros
Mobile Home
Partially Furnished
2 Bedroom & 2 Bath
Water & Garbage Paid
Available March 2024
No Dogs
$1,000 a Month
First, Last & $500
Deposit
Call (509) 881-7075

Boat Slip For Sale

$152,500

Sunset Marina, Chelan,
40 ft. deep water slip with
electric and water to slip.
Waste dump. Clubhouse
with showers, lounge with
TV, bar, and kitchen for
members use. Lanai
seating with fire pit and

barbecue. Slip B10 is
best location. Secure
parking.

808-298-1031
Seller is licensed
Realtor Maui, HlI

Public Notices

SUMMARY OF CITY OF
CASHMERE
RESOLUTION 04-2024
On the 26 day of February, 2024
the City Council of the City of
Cashmere, Washington passed
Resolution 04-2024. A summary
of the content consisting of the

title provides as follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
CASHMERE, WASHINGTON,
REPEALING AND REPLACING
RESOLUTION 09-2020,
AMENDING WASTEWATER
RATES OF THE

CITY EFFECTIVE MARCH 1,
2024.

A copy of the full text of this
resolution detailing the rates is
available at Cashmere City Hall or
will be mailed to you upon your
request to City Clerk, City of
Cashmere, 101 Woodring Street,
Cashmere, WA 98815.

Published in the Cashmere Valley
Record/Leavenworth Echo on March 6,
2024. #7361

Public Notices

The Leavenworth Mosquito
Control District

board will hold their first public
meeting of the 2024 season on
Monday March 18th at 7 p.m via
ZOOM.
Meetings are scheduled at 7 pm
on the first or third Mondays of
each month (generally
March-Oct). For meeting date
confirmations, additional details
and Zoom links, see:
https://leavenworthmosquitoco
ntrol.org/notices-updates/
For up-to-date information call
Jenny Mullins at 509-548-5904 or
email to
info@LeavenworthMosquitoContr
ol.org
Details  concerning
used (mostly
thuringiensis subspecies
israelensis), treatment site
locations, and other important
information are posted
at our website
www.LeavenworthMosquitoCon
trol.org
Published in the leavenworth
Echo/Cashmere Valley Record on
March 6, 2024. #7388

pesticides
Bacillus

Wi eavenworthecho.com

Public Notices

Superior Court of Washington
for Chelan County
In the matter of the estate of
Diann Arlene Loya,
Deceased.
No. 24-4-00058-04
Notice To Creditors
(RCW 11.40.030)
The person named below has
been appointed as administrator
of this estate. Any person having
a claim against the decedent
must, before the time the claim
would be barred by any otherwise
applicable statute of limitations,
present the claim in the manner
as provided in RCW 11.40.070 by
serving on or mailing to the
administrator or her attorney at
the address stated below a copy
of the claim and filing the original
of the claim with the court in
which the probate proceedings
were commenced. The claim
must be presented within the later
of: (1) thity days after the
administrator served or mailed the
notice to the creditor as provided
under RCW 11.40.020(1)(c);
or (2) four months after the date
of first publication of this Notice. If
the claim is not presented within
this time frame, the claim is
forever  barred, except as
otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent’s
probate and nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication:
February 28, 2024.
Deborah A. Jorgensen,
Administrator
Attorney for the Administrator:
Joseph C. Brown, Jr.,
WSBA# 17991
Address for Mailing or Service:
J.C. Brown Law Office, PLLC
200 Aplets Way, P.O. Box 384
Cashmere, WA 98815
(509) 782-1111
Court of probate proceeding and
cause number:
Chelan County Superior Court,
Cause Number: 24-4-00058-04
Published in the Cashmere Valley
Record and Leavenworth Echo on
February 28, March 6, and March 13,
2024. #7331

Public Notices

CITY OF CASHMERE
SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE
NO.1325
On the 26 day of February, 2024
the City Council of the City of
Cashmere, Washington passed
Ordinance No. 1325. A summary
of the content provides as follows:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY
OF CASHMERE, WASHINGTON,

VACATING CERTAIN
UNIMPROVED PORTIONS OF
SPRING STREET; CONTAINING
A SEVERABILITY PROVISION,
AND SETTING AND EFFECTIVE
DATE.

Effective date of this ordinance is
five days after publication. A copy
of the full text of this ordinance is
available at Cashmere City Hall or
will be mailed to you upon your
request to Kay Jones,

City Clerk-Treasurer,

City of Cashmere,

101 Woodring Street,

Cashmere, WA 98815.

Published in the Cashmere Valley
Record/Leavenworth Echo on March 6,
2024. #7379

Public Notices

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF
CHELAN
JAMES C. GRAY AND
DEBORAH L. GRAY, husband
and wife,
Plaintiff,
vs.

DUANE P. STEWART AND
DEBORAH A. STEWART,
husband and wife; and
ALL PERSONS OR PARTIES
UNKNOWN CLAIMING ANY
RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN
OR INTEREST IN THE REAL
ESTATE DESCRIBED IN THE
COMPLAINT HEREIN,
Defendants.

NO. 24-2-00037-04
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
TO: All persons or parties

unknown claiming any right,

title, estate, lien, or interest in the
real estate described in the
Complaint herein.

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
to appear within sixty (60) days
after the date of the first
publication of this Summons,
to-wit, within sixty (60) days after
the 31st day of January, 2024,
and defend the above-entitled
action in the above-entitled Court,
and answer the Complaint of the
Plaintiff, James C. Gray and
Deborah L. Gray, and serve a
copy of your Answer upon the
undersigned attorneys of the
Plaintiff, James C. Gray and
Deborah L. Gray, at their office
below stated; and, in case of your
failure so to do, judgment will be
rendered against you according to
the demand of the Complaint,
which has been filed with the clerk
of said court.

The object of this action is to quiet
title in Plaintiff to real estate in
Chelan  County, Washington,
described as:

The East half of the Northwest
quarter of the Northeast quarter of
the Southeast quarter, and the
Northeast quarter of the Northeast
quarter of the Southeast quarter,
Section 31, Township 23 North,
Range 19 East, Willamette
Meridian, Chelan County,
Washington, lying westerly of the
westerly right-of-way of Mission
Creek Road, except Parcel E
depicted on Boundary Line
Adjustment

No. 2587, recorded July 7, 1992,
under Chelan County Auditor's
File No. 920707006.

against the claim of the
Defendants and any one of them.
DATED this 25th day of January,
2024.

DAVIS, ARNEIL LAW FIRM, LLP
Attorneys for Plaintiff

By

STEVE D. SMITH

WSBA #16613

Office and Post Office Address:
617 Washington Street
Wenatchee, WA 98801

Published in the Cashmere Valley
Record/Leavenworth Echo on January
31, February 7, 14, 21, 28, March 6,
2024. #7204

REDULCE
REUSE

V /1% /973

Guess Wha?

| am an actor born in Connecticut on
March 8, 1977. | was in an all-male
a cappella group in high school, but
wanted to try professional acting. | am
best known for a breakout role on a
popular television show about four teens
in a coastal town in which | was

the titular character.
Yaag Aa(] Uv SOUID[ AdIMSUY
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Public MNotices

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON
FOR CHELAN COUNTY
In the Matter of the Estate
of
EDWARD PREMRO,
Deceased.
24-4-00051-04
PROBATE NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030
The personal representative
named below has been appointed
as personal representative of this
estate. Any person having a claim
against the decedent must, before
the time the claim would be
barred by any otherwise
applicable statute of limitations,
present the claim in the manner
as provided in RCW 11.40.070 by
serving on or mailing to the
personal representative or the
personal representative’s attorney
at the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with the Court
in which the probate proceedings
were commenced. The claim
must be presented within the later
of: (1) Thirty days after the
personal representative served or
mailed the notice to the creditor
as provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If the
claim is not presented within this
time frame, the claim is forever
barred, except as otherwise
provided in RCW 11.40.051 and
RCW 11.40.060. This bar is
effective as to claims against both
the decedent's probate and
nonprobate assets.
Date of First Publication:
February 21, 2024
Personal Representative:
Richard Premro
Attorney  for  the  Personal
Representative: David J. Bentsen
Address for Mailing or Service:
Speidel Bentsen LLP
7 North Wenatchee Avenue,
Suite 600
P.O. Box 881
Wenatchee, WA 98807-0881
Court of Probate Proceedings
and Cause Number: Chelan
County Superior Court Cause
No. 24-4-00051-04
RICHARD PREMRO
Personal Representative
Attorneys for
Representative:
SPEIDEL BENTSEN LLP
By: DAVID J. BENTSEN
WSBA No. 42107
7 North Wenatchee Avenue,
Suite 600
P.O. Box 881
Wenatchee, WA 98807
Published in the Leavenowrth Echo/
Cashmere Valley Record on February
21, 28, March 6, 2024. #7290

Personal

Public Notices

SUPERIOR COURT OF
WASHINGTON IN AND FOR
CHELAN COUNTY In the Matter
of
the Estate of
CARMEN A. JENSEN,
Deceased.

No. 24-4-00049-04 PROBATE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

The Administrator named below
has been appointed as Personal
Representative of this estate. Any
person having a claim against the
decedent must, before the time
the claim would be barred by any

otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim in
the manner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the Personal
Representative or the Personal
Representative’s attorney at the
address stated below a copy of
the claim and filing the original of
the claim with the court in which
the probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim must be
presented within the later of: (1)
Thirty days after the Personal
Representative served or mailed
the notice to the creditor as
provided under RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If the
claim is not presented within this
time frame, the claim is forever
barred, except as otherwise
provided in RCW 11.40.051 and
11.40.060. This bar is effective as
to claims against both the
decedent's probate and
nonprobate assets. DATE OF
FIRST PUBLICATION:

February 21, 2024 PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE:

Maggie D. Norris

ATTORNEY FOR PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE:

Thomas D. Overcast

ADDRESS FOR MAILING OR
SERVICE: Overcast Law Offices
Attn: Thomas D. Overcast

23 South Wenatchee Avenue,
Suite 320 Wenatchee, WA 98801
COURT OF PROBATE
PROCEEDINGS AND CAUSE
NUMBER: Chelan County
Superior Court,

Cause No. 24-4-00049-04
Overcast Law Offices
Thomas D. Overcast,
WSBA No. 14486 Attorney for
Personal Representative

Published in the  Leavenworth
Echo/Cashmere Valley Record on
February 21, 28, March 6, 2024. #7302

By: /s/

Public Motices

CITY OF CASHMERE
SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE
NO.1326
On the 26 day of February, 2024
the City Council of the City of

Cashmere, Washington

passed Ordinance No. 1326. A
summary of the content provides
as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY
OF CASHMERE, WASHINGTON,
AMENDING SECTIONS IN
CHAPTER 17.54 OF THE
CASHMERE MUNICIPAL CODE
TO AMEND AND UPDATE
OFF-STREET PARKING
STANDARDS AND
REGULATIONS; INCLUDING A
SEVERABILITY PROVISION,
AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

Effective date of this ordinance is
five days after publication. A copy
of the full text of this ordinance is
available at Cashmere City Hall or
will be mailed to you upon your
request to Kay Jones,

City Clerk-Treasurer,

City of Cashmere,

101 Woodring Street,

Cashmere, WA 98815.

Published in the Cashmere Valley
Record/Leavenworth Echo on March 6,
2024, #7381

Public Motices

CITY OF CASHMERE
SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE
NO.1324
On the 26 day of February, 2024
the City Council of the City of
Cashmere, Washington passed
Ordinance No. 1324. A summary
of the content provides as follows:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY
OF CASHMERE, WASHINGTON,

VACATING CERTAIN
UNIMPROVED PORTIONS OF
SPRING STREET; CONTAINING
A SEVERABILITY

PROVISION, AND SETTING AND
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Effective date of this ordinance is
five days after publication. A copy
of the full text of this ordinance is
available at Cashmere City Hall or
will be mailed to you upon your
request to Kay Jones,

City Clerk-Treasurer,

City of Cashmere,

101 Woodring Street,

Cashmere, WA 98815. Published
in the Cashmere Valley Record/
Leavenworth Echo of March 6, 2024.
#7378

Public Notices

Invitation to Bid
Notice is hereby given that the
City of Leavenworth will receive
sealed bids either in-person at the
City of Leavenworth City Hall
Reception Desk (700 US 2,
Leavenworth, WA 98826) or by
US Mail (PO Box 287,
Leavenworth, WA 98826) at
11:00:00am, local time on
Wednesday, March 20th, 2024 for
the project hereinafter referred to
as:
Leavenworth Front St Park
Restrooms & Stairway Expansion
Project 2022-020
At said time all bids will be
opened and publicly read aloud.
Each bid shall be accompanied by
a bid proposal deposit in the form
of a cashier's check or a bond
issued on a form acceptable to
your surety made payable to the
City of Leavenworth for a sum of
not less than five percent (5%) of
the total bid amount. No bid shall
be considered unless
accompanied by such bid
proposal deposit. Incomplete
proposals and proposals received
after the time stated above will not
be considered. Faxed or emailed
responses are not acceptable.
The work to be performed under
these specifications consists of
furnishing all labor, tools,
materials, and equipment
necessary for construction of the
Leavenworth Front St Park
Restrooms & Stairway
Expansion Project and all related
work, all in accordance with the
Drawings, Specifications, Project
Manual, and Addenda (if any).
Specific work includes, but is not
limited to, 1,200 SF
addition/renovation to an existing
public park restroom &amp;
stairway. The estimated
construction cost for this project is
in the range of $1,150,000 to
$1,250,000 excluding sales tax.
City of Leavenworth will not sell
bid packages. Complete digital
project bidding documents are
available at www.questcdn.com.
Bidders may download the digital
plan set for $22.00 by entering
Quest project #8913375 on the
website’s Project Search page.

Public Notices

Please contact QuestCDN.com at
(952) 233-1632 or

info@ questcdn.com

for assistance with free
membership registration,
downloading, and working with
this digital information. A review
set will be at the Leavenworth City
Hall, 700 US 2,

Leavenworth, WA 98826.

City of Leavenworth in
accordance with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat.
252, 42 USC 2000d to 2000d-4
and Title 49, Code of Federal
Regulations, Department of
Transportation, Subtitle A, Office
of the Secretary, Part 21
Nondiscrimination in
Federally-Assisted Programs of
the Department of

Transportation issued pursuant to
such Act, hereby notifies all
bidders that it will affirmatively

ensure that in any contract
entered into pursuant to this
invitation, disadvantaged

business enterprises as defined in
49 CFR Part 26 will be afforded
full opportunity to submit bids in
response to this invitation and will
not be discriminated against on
the grounds of race, color,
national origin, or sex in
consideration for an award.
Questions regarding this project
shall be submitted in writing to the
Architect, Jeff Wandasiewicz, via
email at
wandasiewicz @ arcarchitects.com
. Bidders shall submit questions
no later than 5pm local time

on Friday, March 15th, 2024.
Answers to questions received by
this deadline shall be posted in an
addendum no later than Monday
March 18th, 2024.

City of Leavenworth reserves the
right to reject any and all bids,
and to waive any informalities in
the bidding, and to make the
award to the lowest, responsive,
responsible bidder as best serves
their interests. No bids may be
withdrawn  within ~ sixty  (60)
calendar days after the actual
date of the bid opening. Published
in the Leavenworth Echo/Cashmere
Valley Record on February 28, March
6, 2024. #7329

Public Notices

SUMMARY OF CITY OF
CASHMERE
RESOLUTION 03-2024
On the 26 day of February, 2024
the City Council of the City of
Cashmere, Washington passed
Resolution 03-2024. A summary
of the content consisting of the

title provides as follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
CASHMERE, WASHINGTON,
REPEALING AND REPLACING
RESOLUTION 08-2020,
AMENDING WATER RATES OF
THE CITY EFFECTIVE
MARCH 1, 2024.

A copy of the full text of this
resolution detailing the rates is
available at Cashmere City Hall or
will be mailed to you upon your
request to City Clerk, City of
Cashmere, 101 Woodring Street,
Cashmere, WA 98815.

Published in the Cashmere Valley
Record/Leavenworth Echo on March 6,
2024. #7357

Upgrading
your
‘ride’?
we can help
you sell your
old one

Email:
classifieds

@ward.media
509-293-6780

NCW

N E W S

Discover the heart of North Central
Washington with NCW News -
your premier source for
local stories, insights, and
community updates.

Stay informed, stay connected.
https://ncw.news/

Happy Letters

Continued from page Al

know that someone cares
about them.

Paelyn knows firsthand
what it is like to receive a
Happy Letter when you
need encouragement. She
has a blood disorder called
Thalassemia, which requires
her to get blood transfusions
every three weeks. Pierson has
been bringing Happy Letters
to Paelyn when she receives
treatment.

“Oh, just like joy that
somebody made this to make
me smile, to make anybody
smile,” Paelyn said about how
she feels when she gets a
Happy Letter.

Paelyn also finds happiness
in making Happy Letters for
others.

“I'm just really happy that
somebody’s going to get it and
smile, you know,” she said.

Paelyn and Pierson met at
school when Paelyn’s class
was making Happy Letters for
others.

“I met Paelyn last year when
Vale school was making Happy
Letters,” Pierson said. “Paelyn
told me about her blood disorder
and how she has a blood
transfusion every three weeks.”

“I was thinking “What a
positive girl, always smiling
and happy.”,” Pierson said.
“I started giving her Happy
Letter packets on the day she
had to go to the hospital for her
transfusions.”

Paelyn then invited Pierson
to visit her at the hospital on
her transfusion days.

“On one of my visits, Paelyn
asked me if we could start
making Happy Letters for kids
at Seattle Children’s Hospital,”

Pierson said. “I was really
touched by this. Here is a girl
who has been fighting her
illness since she was a baby,
and as she is hooked up to her
IV, she is asking me if we can
make Happy Letters for other
kids. Of course I said yes.”

Thalassemia is a blood
disorder in which the body
does not make enough protein
hemoglobin. Hemoglobin
enables red blood cells to carry
oxygen throughout the body.
Some of the side effects are
anemia and fatigue.

Paelyn’s mom, Alysa
Lueondee, said that Paelyn was
diagnosed at birth. Doctors
watched her hemoglobin levels
until she was four, when they
started to drop.

Since she was four years
old, Paelyn has been getting
blood transfusions every three
to four weeks. Paelyn also
has to take a medication that
helps take the iron out of her
blood. Her body does not make
enough iron, but when she gets
a transfusion, it has too much
iron, which can cause organ
issues, Alysa said.

In 2023, gene therapy was
FDA approved for treating
Thalassemia. The treatment
involves taking her own blood
stem cells and altering them in
the lab.

“And then the lab alters her
own cells and changes them
to be making the right kind of
hemoglobin and then they put
those back in her body,” Alysa
said.

“So we're really excited
about that because actually
since she was born, and
we found out that she had
Thalassemia, it’s been in trials,
so it was just recently FDA
approved,” she said. “So it’s

something that we’ve been like
hoping for and watching out
for her whole life.”

Paelyn is now in the
beginning stages of the
treatment. She will spend

three to four weeks at Seattle
Children’s Hospital. After
the initial stage, Paelyn will
return home while her cells are
altered in the lab, which takes
about three to four months.

When they are ready, Paelyn
will return to the hospital.

“She’ll stay for four months
then,” Alysa said. “So it’ll be
six weeks inpatient including
the chemo and then the
transplant and then they
watch, keep a close eye on her
for about a month to watch out
for anything and then she has
to stay three months at Ronald
McDonald post transplant.”

“When Paelyn goes to
Seattle Children’s Hospital
for her Gene Transplant, she
plans to take a supply of blank
Happy Letters to make for the
nurses and doctors who will
be caring for her while she is
there,” Pierson said. “This was
Paelyn’s idea!”

The Happy Letters that
are collected this month and
next will be shared with local
organizations that provide

services for people with cancer,
like The Wellness Place, Our
House, and Confluence Health
Oncology Dept.

“I was introduced to Rueben
Mayes, Philanthropy Officer for
Seattle Children’s Hospital,”
Pierson said. “Rueben
introduced me to the awesome
staff at Seattle Children’s
Wenatchee Clinic. We are
excited to share Happy Letter
Book Packets with them.”

“Paelyn will also take Happy
Letter Book Packets to share
with kids when she goes back to
Seattle Children’s Hospital for
her gene transplant,” she said.

Drop-off locations for
the book drive in Cashmere
are Weeds Cafe, Cashmere
Library, and That Pizza Place.
Locations in Wenatchee are
Simply Unique and NCW
Foundation.

If your school or organization
would like to make Happy
Letters contact Traci Pierson at
makehappyletters@gmail.com.

Happy Letters is a 501c3. and
is accepting donations to help
with the expense of Happy Letter
Packets. Donations can be made
at makehappyletters.org.

Quinn Propst: 509-731-3590 or
quinn@ward.media.

Senate Page
Continued from page Al

Senate floor session, and had
the opportunity to meet with
the Governor in his office,
experiences that underscored
the educational and experiential
value of the program.

Senator Hawkins
highlighted the Page
program’s role in providing
young individuals with
a unique insight into the
legislative process. “Paging
is such a great opportunity,
and kids learn so much while
here,” Hawkins said. “Alaina
was perfect for it. She is
mature beyond her years and
really enjoyed herself. She met
many Pages from other parts
of the state. She also worked
during one of the Senate floor
sessions and even met the
Governor during a visit to his
office. It’s been a memorable
week, which is what Paging is
all about.”

Cecil’s  experience in
Olympia serves as a testament
to the Senate Page program’s
effectiveness in fostering a
deeper understanding of civic
duty and participation among
young people.

Cashmere Kiwanis will hold benefit dinner for Paelyn Lueondee

The Cashmere Wacoka Kiwanis
will hold their annual St. Patrick's
benefit dinner for Paelyn
Lueondee on Sunday, March 17,
from 4-6 p.m. in the Cashmere
Vale Elementary School
Cafeteria.

Lueondee is a 5th grader at
Vale Elementary. She was born
with a blood disorder called
Thalassemia. She is currently at

Seattle Children's Hospital for
a month while she begins the
initial stage of gene therapy to
treat the blood disorder.

Lueondee's mom Alysa is
with her at the hospital. Her dad,
Plaimanus, is at home with her
younger brother who is a first
grader at Vale.

“‘Please plan to attend this
annual fundraising event,” the

event page states.

The menu includes corned
beef and cabbage, Irish beef
stew, a salad, rolls, and desserts.

Admission is by donation. The
suggested donation is $9 per
person or $32 for a family of four.

There will be raffle prizes at
the dinner. One raffle ticket is
included with a meal. Additional
tickets are $1 each.

City Council

Continued from page Al

water and sewer being over $150
creates a hardship for families.
With a 431 split vote, the
Council approved the city
vacating portions of Spring St.
and selling the property to Al
Kennedy, Blaine, and Jaqueline
Smith. Fletcher explained that
“vacating a portion of city right
of way is intended to return
land to the adjacent private
property from which the right

of way was obtained.” The vote
followed a public hearing, a
result of a petition to the city
from Kennedy and the Smiths.
During the hearing, Blaine
Smith told the Council that some
portions of his property are not
really useable because of the
road, which goes through the
middle of his property. Kennedy
explained that the street dead
ends into his property, which
surrounds 3 sides of the street.
He continued that the road is
very steep and not useful.

Fletcher added that the road
can’t connect to anything, and
Johnson said that the location
of the road doesn’t make sense
for the city to keep it. Perry, who
voted against the Ordinance,
described his concern that the
rate of compensation the city
would receive was about 25
times less than what the city paid
for the property as part of the
Sunset Highway improvements.
Cashmere’s Permit Specialist,
Tammy Miller, outlined how
the city’s code dictates the

compensation rate. Perry also
expressed concern that the
Ordinance stated, “the City
Council has determined that it
is in the best interest of the City
to vacate”, but stated that he did
not see how selling the property
met that criterion. Council
member Jayne Stephenson
replied that she understood
his point but that the city also
needs to keep in mind the best
interests of its residents.
Changestothe city’s parking
code and requirements were

updated with a unanimous
vote. The changes will
reduce the amount of off-
street parking required by
commercial enterprises, allow
businesses to utilize additional
city lots as part of their
required parking, and the new
code will provide an avenue
for a business to request a
reduction in the amount of
required parking. Director of
Operations Steve Croci had
previously described the
changes as pro-business.

Poetry slam

Continued from page Al

she said.

Lawless hopes to expand the
event next year by offering a
workshop to help teens learn
presentation skills before the
event.

Out of 71 entries, the top 15
were selected to present their
original poetry to the public.
A panel of judges scored the
poetry entries for creativity
and connection to the theme.

“We were privileged to
hear from 14 teens that attend
Cashmere High,” Lawless said.
“They all had wonderful poetry,
which our audience enjoyed.”

Because of community
support, each presenter
received a prize, she said.

Prize donations came from
local businesses, the Cashmere
Friends of the Library group,
and an anonymous donation
funded a second-place Grand
Prize.

“We want to congratulate
all our teen presenters which
were: Kennedy Walgren, Grace
Hodges, Emanuel Urrutia,
Sophie Hill, Juliana Mora,
Mackenzie Hernandez, Jared
Noyes, Mia Lopez Bastida,
Emmanuel Hernandez, Alexa
Damian-Chamu, Brooke
Chalmers, Zoe Caruso, Kaleb
Thayer, Tamia A Guerrero-
Chamu,” Lawless said.

The teens won gift cards
to their favorite places in
Cashmere. Jared Noyes won
the $100 Grand Prize, and
Sophie Hill was awarded the
$50 second-place Grand Prize.

The event is through a
collaboration between the
Cashmere Library and the CHS
English Department.

Quinn Propst: 509-731-3590 or
quinn@ward.media.

Cashmere Planning
Commission (CPC) Chair Zak
Steigmeyer told the Council that
the CPC was thinking long-term
about the future of the city and
welcomes input from the Council
about topics that should be
investigated. He recommended
that the city and Commission
begin looking at city codes to
determine if any of these were
hindering development within
the city.
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m m We found a leprechaun to

answer questions about these mysterious little
people! He wouldn’t really show himself to us.
Mostly what we saw during the interview were
* his lips, oversized sunglasses and his hat. R

** & e ¢ *
~ QROWbiEare]epreehauns?,

A: Wee folk are we. Three feet tall
at most.

@ )i Scoon Tovetner.

Lookalike Leprechauns

Each leprechaun below has a twin.
Draw a line between each twin but
remember: Leprechauns can be
VERY tricky! Look closely.

&2
il etfallthatigold

A: We make shoes for the fairies. How many
Silly fairies wear out their shoes Can you read shamrocks
quickly because they dance all -— inches of the can you find
night. We are always busy making 4 newspaper on this page?
new shoes for them. They pay us * 4 columns that

with gold. Lots of gold! % * are equal to 3 feet? * * N

* Standards Link: Measurement: Use standard measurement.
Reading Comprehension: Read grade-level appropriate materials.
ﬁ i Howldoyoulcarchtay eprechaun?
L ie
. o’
% A: Itisn’t easy. If you should see a Follow the

leprechaun, get as close as you can path to the
* Q pot of gold.
Quickly take him in your
% grasp and don’t take your £5
- eyes off of him. Then ask o
* Q * * v, where his pot of gold is
%

without him seeing you. leprechaun’s
hidden.

* He will try to talk you
into looking away. If you do look
& the other way, he will be gone
when you look back.

Standards Link: Spelling: Spell grade
Leprechaun’s shoe shelf has tOppIEd. appropriate words correctly in context.

Can you match the pairs of fairy shoes?

Standards Link: Investigation: Find similarities and differences in
common objects; identify matching attributes.

®
% ® et
Q:{WhyldoYeprechaunsiplayirickslonjpeorle? ‘E@b
A: We play tricks on people who don’t believe in us. We especially ’

like to bother teachers who try to tell children that we don’t exist. What'’s green?
Look through the
& WW gm. newspaper for words
Ask your teacher or a friend for verbs, nouns and adjectives. and pictures of things
% * Use these words to fill in the blanks of this story. * $ob that can be green.

List them here.

One fine morning, | went for a walk in the woods. | tripped on a

.When | looked down, | saw a little
NOUN ADJECTIVE

with a green
NOUN NOUN

Standards Link: Research: Find similarities
and differences in common objects.

u

/he said.”My name is

" | GREETIP]G i NOUN
m a leprechaun. It you want my — 0] p— Ki‘d SCOOP
you'll have to me first!” *’* ¢ %
VERB TQQChQT ;
| tried to him, but he was too for me. Acﬁvij; ?{,\CR.
VERB ADJECTIVE Bonus Challenge: ‘j
He Just la ughed and called out to me, " Can you list them in Wlth hundged§ Oftopi(S, ?\{ery
L ) * ADJECTIVE ABC order? Kid Scoop printable activity pack
St. Patrick’s Day! $ * % % * S e G T features six-to-seven pages of
s Link: — — & - words in alphabetical order. high-interest extra learning
tandards Link: Grammar: Identify and use nouns, verbs and adjectives in writing. activities for home and
° school! Get your free
St. Paddy’s Patterns nolllllﬂnn“me Word Search piEe
Which leprechaun comes next in each row? Circle it. LEPRECHAUN  Find the words in the puzzle. kidscoop.com/activity-pages/
O How many of them can you
< ~ LAUGHED i
baababea| s ET | e
A PRE DR EANALDNE R | X Ao d
~s— e LIPS LEPGREENSD| || EOTHNATE)
%\ %‘ GOLD OAORNRONHE - BUILDERS ¢\
D> P @ DTS @ PAY KLTQPTIOTOH This week’s phrase:
G ) 24 " G X GIFT OF GAB
T Tt T (. e § = SHOE DPSARGIKTZESG If someone has the “gift of
w; @y N G D @ AP o @ DANCE gab,” it means the person is
—~ DNWESDOOWU a good talker. The word gab
Z < " " G2 P D, GREEN comes from gob, the Irish
N UAHC CERUPETL Katie had the gift of gab,
22 (N 228222 (R 2% @ o WOODS which sometimes got her in
GDEACRS LD | | eves CHSMUKG I AB||| wublforakcome
= 22 (R EASY ETYYASKLSY Try to use the phrase gift of
@ Jg\@' . @’ @ @ }g‘ GONE Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical %aﬁillrrllga\hsllet?lt;r(l)%?‘ 21(:31{1:/ ::clll
Standards Link: Writing Applications: Relate ideas of an experience. ASK words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns. family members.
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AT YOUR LIBRARY NCWLIBRARIES.ORG
« Storytimes « Free homework help

« After school events & activities « Britannica Library
« Check out books, comics, movies, & more « Stream books, comics, movies, & more
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