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Selection of the royal court of the 99th Manson Apple Blossom Festival will be held on Saturday, Jan. 26, at 6:30 p.m. at Manson High School. Five candidates are vying for the royal 
court: Megan Clausen, Marisol Mendoza, Vanessa Gomez, Perla Villasenor and Devyn Smith. Cost is $8 for adults and $5 for children. The theme for this year’s festival is "Enchanted 
Manson''.  

Vote for Manson Apple Blossom 2019 royalty at Selection on Jan. 26

Megan Clausen

Megan is the daughter of 

Sandra and Bruce Clausen 

and older sister to 9th grade 

brother, Conner.

She is ASB and FBLA Trea-

surer, as well as class Sec-

retary and National Honor 

Society Vice-President. Her 

love for sports has allowed 

her to play for varsity volley-

ball, basketball, and softball 

teams; she has been captain of 

her volleyball and basketball 

teams for the past two years. 

A project she has enjoyed be-

ing involved in is her service 

project called “Glass to Sand 

at Lake Chelan”. Megan and 

her project partner, Devyn 

Smith, have worked over the 

past year to find ways on 

eliminating glass waste in 

the valley. 

Megan also enjoys running, 

cross-country skiing, being 

out on the lake and boating 

up to Lucerne. After gradu-

ation, Megan plans to study 

engineering at one of the 

five universities she’s been 

accepted to and she’s most re-

cently been drawn to civil and 

environmental engineering. 

Megan’s favorite TV show is 

Gilmore Girls and she enjoys 

rereading the book “Love 

Does” by Bob Goff. Megan 

feels participating in Apple 

Blossom will allow her give 

back to the community of 

Manson that has helped her 

find her voice and is excited 

to represent and lead with 

that voice.

Vanessa Gomez 

Vanessa is the 17-year old 

daughter of Mario and Caro-

lina Gomez and has one older 

brother; 24-year-old Enereo 

and two older sisters, 22-year 

old Jessica and 19-year-old 

Lissette, and one younger 

sister, 12-year-old Maria. 

Vanessa has been an honor 

roll student throughout her 

high-school career and be-

came part of The National So-

ciety of High School Scholars 

her senior year. She partici-

pated in Knowledge Bowl her 

freshman year, member of Me 

2 We club her freshman and 

sophomore years. She is also 

a member of Future Business 

Leaders of America. In addi-

tion, Vanessa has participated 

in basketball her freshman, 

sophomore and senior years 

and was a cheerleader her 

senior year. 

In her spare time Vanessa 

enjoys listening to music, 

watching and playing sports, 

spending time with her family 

and friends, gardening with 

her dad, and binge-watching 

Grey’s Anatomy. 

Vanessa plans on attending 

Central Washington Universi-

ty and majoring in marketing  

management and minoring in 

advertising. 

Vanessa’s favorite TV show 

is Grey’s Anatomy and her 

favorite novel is Me Before 

You. 

When asked about why 

she wanted to be part of the 

Manson Apple Blossom Royal 

Court, Vanessa said, “From 

previous royalties I have 

learned that becoming Man-

son Apple Blossom Royalty 

entails many responsibilities. 

A Manson Apple Blossom 

Royalty must become a model 

citizen, a spokesperson for the 

Manson community and most 

importantly show integrity 

towards our community. I am 

humbled at the opportunity to 

be a part of such a rewarding 

program and it would be of the 

utmost privilege to be part of 

the royal court.” 

Marisol Mendoza

Marisol is the 17-year-old 

daughter of Antonio Men-

doza and Erika Paniagua.  

She has one older brother, 

19-year-old Marco Mendoza 

that attends Eastern Wash-

ington University, and one 

younger brother, 11-year-old 

Fernando Mendoza and one 

younger sister, 9 year-old 

Sarita Mendoza.

 Marisol has played 4 years 

of Manson High School soc-

cer and she is involved with 

the club, Jobs for American 

Graduates. Apart from that 

she also was the manager 

for the Boys soccer team. In 

her spare time, she enjoys 

practicing her soccer skills, 

drawing perfect portraits of 

people, taking stunning pic-

tures of family and friends, 

and spending time with her 

older brother, Marco. 

After graduation, her fu-

ture is to attend a four-year 

University to major in Modern 

Languages & Literatures. 

Marisol’s favorite show to 

watch on her down time is The 

Flash and her favorite movie is 

The Book of Life. Her favorite 

song is “Moonchild” by RM. 

The person that inspires 

her the most is her dad, not 

only because he is very hard 

working, but because he never 

gives up in any situation that 

he sets his mind on accom-

plishing. Marisol’s most trea-

sured keepsake is her little 

Mexican bracelets that were 

gifted to her by her grand-

mother when she was a small 

little girl. Marisol’s favorite 

thing to do in the Manson 

area is enjoying the time she 

spends with family, whether it 

be enjoying the lake on a hot 

summers day or even picking 

cherries  in the orchard fields. 

While she has many memories 

her proudest moment in life 

was being awarded most inspi-

rational for the varsity girls’ 

soccer team. Marisol believes 

she is an outgoing, heartfelt, 

loving individual and a good 

role model and leader for the 

younger kids in the commu-

nity. She would be honored to 

represent the Manson com-

munity as the Manson Apple 

Blossom Royalty.

Devyn Smith

Devyn is the daughter of 

Dallas Lewman and David 

Pletsch.  Devyn has 2 broth-

ers Damon and Dawson and 

a sister Denali.

She has been actively in-

volved in Honors Society for 

the past two years, holding 

the position of secretary her 

senior year.  She is active in 

Future Business Leaders of 

America, competing at the 

state level in business ethics 

last year.  Her senior year 

she also holds the position of 

secretary for FBLA.  For her 

senior project this year, she 

helped start Glass to Sand 

with fellow classmate Me-

gan, which focuses on sus-

tainable glass recycling.  

Devyn is active in sports, 

playing volleyball and soft-

ball through her high school 

career, and has earned hon-

orable mention for all league 

softball her sophomore year.  

She has also volunteered 

running an aid station at 

the Chelanman multisport 

weekend throughout middle 

school and high school.  In 

her spare time, she enjoys 

reading, archery, painting, 

enjoying the outdoors with 

her dog, and spending time 

with her family. 

As a fifth generation Man-

son resident, and spending 

summers working in the 

tourism industry, Devyn 

knows how it feels to be 

enchanted with Manson and 

the beauty of our surround-

ing area.  Being a part of the 

Manson Apple Blossom Roy-

alty is a great opportunity 

to be able share with others 

what makes Manson a won-

derful place to have grown 

up in, live, and represent, 

as well as a role model for 

younger children. 

Devyn’s favorite TV show 

is MASH, and her favorite 

book is the End Game series.  

After graduation she plans 

to major in physical therapy 

or sports medicine, which 

was inspired by all the great 

physical  therapists  that 

helped her when she tore 

her ACL her junior year.   

Perla Viviana 

Villasenor  

P e r l a  i s  t h e  1 8 - ye a r -

old daughter of Gerardo 

Villasenor and Yadira Anaya 

and has two sisters and 

one brother; 21-year-old Jes-

s ica ,  16 -year-old  Monse 

and 10-year-old Jerry.   

 Perla has been an hon-

or roll student throughout 

her high school career.  

She also was a member 

of Future Business Leaders 

of America her senior year, 

Me2We her sophomore and 

junior year, Knowledge Bowl 

her freshman year. Perla 

also served as Class Presi-

dent her senior year.  

In addition, Perla has par-

ticipated in winter cheer-

leading her freshman year, 

basketball all of her high 

school career, Soccer her 

freshman, sophomore and 

junior years and softball 

her sophomore and senior 

years. She was also Manson 

High School’s Homecoming 

Queen in 2018.  

 In her spare time, Perla 

enjoys being outdoors, lis-

tening to music and spending 

time with friends and family. 

Some of her other hobbies 

include painting, photog-

raphy and cooking. After 

graduating, Perla plans to 

attend Central Washington 

University, and hopes to be-

come an elementary teacher. 

Perla’s favorite TV show 

is Greys Anatomy and her 

favorite novel is the House 

of Night series. 

  Why do I want to be apple 

blossom royalty?  

“I would want to represent 

the community I love by be-

ing a role model to all the 

little girls watching and look-

ing up to the royalty by show-

ing that with hard work any-

thing can be achieved.”  

Megan Clausen Vanessa Gomez Marisol Mendoza Devyn Smith Perla Viviana Villasenor  

THE UNDERGROUND

Visit us downtown Manson!

Best 

Wishes

DOWNTOWN MANSON

PrOuD TO HONOr Our 

MANSON LADieS! 

BeST WiSHeS AT SeLecTiON

& reSTAurANT

LAKE CHELAN PHARMACY

G o o d  L u c k
C a n d i d a t e s

Paul Volkmann, r. PH
chase Anderson, Pharm. D

682-2751 • 223 E. Johnson Ave. • Chelan

Manson

Proudly 
honor ing 

each 
candidate

HOMeTOWN 

PrOuD

Best Wishes to the Candidates!

fers are blood pressure screen-

ings. Those screenings target 

a lot more people, “it helps us 

introduce ourselves to the com-

munity so it’s a good opening if 

they need some type of help at 

home,” explained Zimmer.

Jerome states that herself 

and Zimmer hang out a lot at 

the Chelan Senior Center and 

people there recognize their 

work as nurses. When the se-

niors see their health declining 

they know they should contact 

the nurse to get checked out. 

The nurses also get a lot of 

referrals from the clinic. 

According to Jerome the 

program is having a hard time 

serving the Hispanic commu-

nity. Due to this, a student nurse 

working towards her BSN is 

working on a project that will 

help the program reach that 

population. 

In March, both nurses will 

be presenting at the Northwest 

Rural Health Association Con-

ference in the Sea-Tac area. 

The topic of their presentation 

will be on ways to develop a pro-

gram as the one currently here, 

“it was not really hard to do, 

in a small community because 

everybody knows everybody 

and as long as you can figure 

out a way to get some funding 

then it’s not that hard,” said 

Jerome. 

Zimmer’s goal as the new 

community nurse is to serve the 

needs of the community to the 

best of her abilities. 

In order to continue to serve 

the Chelan community, Jerome 

hopes to get approved for an-

other big grant of some sort, 

as she and Zimmer continue 

fundraising. A Go Fund me 

account has been set up for 

the program, if you wish to 

donate visit Facebook under 

Lake Chelan Community Nurse.  

Donations can be sent out to 

PO Box 1058, Chelan, 98816, 

labeled Community Nurse. For 

more information on the Com-

munity Nurse program contact 

Michelle Jerome and Susie 

Zimmer (509)679-9059 or chel-

anvalleycommunitynurse@

gmail.com.

YWCA NCW Mentor Program accepting applications
SUBMITTED BY YWCA NCW

WENATCHEE -  YWCA 

NCW is slated to begin a 

new mentorship program 

effective immediately. The 

organization is requesting the 

service of local women who 

wish to befriend, support, 

and encourage other women 

of North Central Washington. 

This program specifically 

focuses on mentoring women 

facing homelessness, poverty, 

and other barriers to eco-

nomic success.

Kathy Blauman, housing 

specialist at YWCA NCW, 

expresses that she is ecstatic 

to oversee the mentor pro-

gram, the first of its kind for 

YWCA NCW.  “I am look-

ing forward to the positive 

changes this program will 

bring for the women in our 

community” said Blauman. 

The program focuses specifi-

cally on matching clients with 

a mentor that will help them 

set personal and professional 

goals, foster friendship, and 

serve as a positive influence 

on their journey to economic 

self-sufficiency.

YWCA NCW is pleased to 

be embarking on this new 

endeavor, in hopes it will 

encourage more people in 

North Central Washington 

to take a hands-on approach 

in combatting homelessness 

and poverty, as well as pro-

vide support to those working 

towards permanent housing 

and economic success. Those 

interested in applying to be-

come a mentor can contact 

Kathy Blauman 662-3531 ext. 

117

About YWCA NCW 

YWCA NCW is on a mis-

sion to eliminate racism, 

empower women, stand up for 

social justice, help families, 

and strengthen our commu-

nity. YWCA NCW is part of 

an international movement 

serving over 2 million in the 

United States and 25 million 

worldwide. For comprehen-

sive information about this 

important work, go to: ywcan-

cw.org and ywca.org.   


