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SUPER BOARD: Stakeholders spend a couple hours talking about current plans

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - The Lee County Economic Develop-
ment Group brought a large group of stakeholders togeth-
er early Thursday evening for a collaborative update on
happenings in and around Lee County.

LCEDG President and CEO Emily Benjamin welcomed
the group and gave officials each a few minutes to update
the group on what’s going on within their respective orga-
nizations.

Attendees included representatives from Lee County,
the cities of Fort Madison, Montrose, and Donnellson,

Keokuk, Fort Madison, Central Lee and Holy Trinity
Catholic school systems, Lee County Health Department,
Fort Madison Chamber of Commerce, and Southeast
Iowa Regional & Economic Port Authority. Other entities,
including the cities of Keokuk, West Point, St. Paul, and
Houghton, Keokuk Chamber and Main Street organiza-
tions, were also invited to the event.

Benjamin said the group meetings are a good way for
people to get a feel for what is happening around the
county and connect with each other socially following the
event. LCEDG sponsored a social hour after the event.

See UPDATES, page 8
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Central Lee Superintendent Dr. Andy Crozier gives a district update to a group of stakeholders at a Lee
County Economic Development Group meeting Thursday evening.

COUNTY NEWS

Leadership group graduates nine future county leaders

LEE COUNTY - The Lee County Lead-
ership Program proudly announces the
graduation of its 2025 class, marking the
successful completion of an eight-month
journey in leadership development,
community engagement, and regional

collaboration.

This year’s graduating class includes
nine emerging leaders from across Lee
County who have demonstrated a strong
commitment to their communities and a
shared vision for the future of Southeast
Iowa. The program, designed to foster

personal growth and civic leadership, is

a partnership among the Fort Madison
Area Chamber of Commerce, Keokuk
Area Chamber of Commerce, Lee County
Economic Development Group, and Iowa
State University Extension and Outreach

See GRADS, page 2

COUNTY NEWS
Board wants

to commission
courthouse
feasibility
study

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - The Lee County Board
of Supervisors wants more information
on the feasibility of closing the North Lee
County Courthouse.

The board, at its regular meeting Tuesday,
discussed the idea of moving to a single
courthouse to include getting a professional
opinion on whether the south Lee County
Courthouse in Keokuk could support court
services for the county.

Previous input for the Iowa Department
of Justice indicated their preference would
be to have room for four courtrooms in
the county. County officials, at that point,
weren't convinced the county first, could
accommodate that in one courtroom, and
second, that the county needed four court-
rooms.

The move would only consolidate state
court service operations and not consolidate
county services, which are offered at the
county administration building on Avenue
H in Fort Madison.

At Tuesday’s meeting, supervisors dis-
cussed options for getting qualified informa-
tion about scenarios involving relocation of
the state court services to one building.

“We've been talking about possibly closing
the Fort Madison courthouse and moving
everything statewide down into the Keokuk
courthouse and we need someone to tell us
if that’s feasible,” said Board Chairwoman
Denise Fraise.

Supervisor Garry Seyb said he agreed that
the county needs to find out if moving to
Keokuk is a viable option for the county.

“In my mind, there’s three options. There’s
a status quo, move to Keokuk, or build a new
one,” Seyb said.

He said status quo puts the county right
back in the situation there were in a few

See COURTHOUSES, page 8
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Obituaries/For the Record

OBITUARIES

ERIC J. MARSHALL

Eric J. Marshall, 56, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away
at 4:20 p.m. on Tuesday, May 6, 2025 at Birkwood Vil-
lage in Fort Madison. Cremation has been entrusted
to the care of King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory
and no services are planned at this time. King-Lynk
Funeral Home & Crematory is assisting the family with

the arrangements.

For the Record

Fort Madison Police Report

05/07/25 — 10:11 a.m. — Fort Madi-
son police cited Elijah Hernandez, 18,
of Fort Madison in the 2000 block of
Avenue B, on a charge of possession
of marijuana.

05/08/25 — 12:59 a.m. — Fort Mad-
ison police responded to a report of
vandalism in the 1200 block of Ave-
nue C.

05/08/25 — 1:16 a.m. - Fort Mad-
ison police responded to a report of
vandalism in the 1200 block of Ave-
nue C.

05/08/25 — 2:37 a.m. - Fort Madi-
son police responded to a report of a
burglary in the 1200 block of Ave. C.

Keokuk Police Report

05/07/25 — 11:35 a.m. — Keokuk
police responded to a report of a sto-
len vehicle in the 500 block of N.11th
Street.

05/07/25 — 1:10 p.m. — Keokuk
police responded to a two-vehicle ac-
cident at Johnson Street and S. 14th
Street. According to the report, a vehi-
cle driven by Chase Dalton Labonte,
27, of Hamilton has stopped at a stop
sign and proceeded into the intersec-
tion when he struck a vehicle driven
by Noram Florilla Steffensmeier, 80,
of Keokuk. Labonte was cited for fail-
ure to obey a stop sign and yield the
right of way. Steffensmeier sustained
minor injuries and was not transport-

ed.

05/07/25 - 10:16 p.m. — Keokuk
police cited Dylan Wayne Kite, 26, of
Keokuk, at 18th and Main in Keokuk,
on a charge of driving under suspen-
sion.

05/08/25 — 1:16 a.m. — Keokuk po-
lice arrested Raychel Nikole Reeves,
31, of Keokuk, in the 200 block of Ful-
ton Street, on a charge of violating a
no-contact order. She was held in Lee
County Jail.

Lee County Sheriff’s Report

05/06/25 — 3:02 p.m. — Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff's deputies responded to
a one-vehicle accident in the 2300
block of 110th Street. According to
the report, a vehicle driven by Liz-
eth S. Trevizo, 22, of Houghton, was
westbound and failed to negotiate a
left hand curve entering the right side
ditch and flipping over. No injuries
were reported. Trevizo was cited for
failure to maintain control.

05/07/25 — no time given — Lee
County Sheriff's deputies arrested a
male juvenile on charges of escape
from custody. The juvenile was cap-
tured and returned to placement. The
juvenile kicked out a back window of
transport vehicle and took off on foot
before being captured.

Those listed above should be and
are presumed innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

Group plans to hold another class in the fall

GRADS - Continued from Page 1

of Lee County.

Throughout the pro-
gram, participants explored
critical topics including
community issues, social
capital, visioning, and
strategic action. The cur-
riculum was led by Mary
Weinand of ISU Extension
and Outreach, and featured
a variety of local speakers
and site visits, along with a
trip to Southeast Iowa Days
in Des Moines for network-
ing with state officials and
other leaders in the region.

“The goal of Lee County
Leadership is to empow-
er the next generation of
community leaders—and
this group has truly risen to
the challenge,” said Savanna
Collier, Executive Director
of the Fort Madison Area
Chamber of Commerce.
“They’ve built strong con-
nections, grown as individ-
uals, and are ready to make
a lasting impact on Lee
County”

The Class of 2025 in-
cludes:

o Christa Bronnenberg,
Bee Inspired Discovery
Center

Courtesy image

The 2025 Lee County Leadership Program graduating class.

o Parker Denning, Amer-
iprise Financial

« Kaylin Featheringill,
The Kensington

« Hannah Hoenig, Con-
nection Bank

« Rylie Kesselring, Cli-
max Molybdenum

« Jessica Koehler, Keokuk
Community School District

« Carson McSorely, Great
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o Lexy Reu, Fort Madison
Area Chamber of Com-
merce

« Hailey Tweedy, Lee
County Economic Devel-
opment Group

The graduation ceremony
took place on May 8th and
was followed by a luncheon
celebration with family,

friends, and community
leaders in attendance.
For more information
about the Lee County
Leadership Program or
how to get involved in
future classes, contact the
Fort Madison Area Cham-
ber of Commerce at 319-
372-5471 or email cham-
ber@fortmadison.com.
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Education News/lowa News

Naig applauds news

of trade deal with
United Kingdom

DES MOINES - Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike
Naig issued the following statement today after Presi-
dent Donald Trump and United Kingdom Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer jointly announced the framework for
a bilateral trade deal between the two countries:

“A new trade deal with a key ally like the United
Kingdom is great news and so I am very encouraged by
President Trump’s announcement today. I am par-
ticularly pleased to hear the President tout expanded
market access for ethanol, beef, and, as he put it, ‘vir-
tually all the products produced by our great farmers.
Secretary Rollins and other negotiators will be working
diligently to finalize the specific details in the coming
weeks, and I'm hopeful that a final deal will address
many of the non-tariff barriers that have continually
kept some American products out of the United King-
dom.

I visited the United Kingdom as part of a trade
delegation in November 2023, and we have hosted
many officials from the United Kingdom in Iowa over
the past few years, including at the Iowa State Fair,
to discuss ag trade opportunities. Today’s trade an-
nouncement demonstrates that there is real progress
being made toward opening additional markets for
Iowa products across the globe. I hope this deal is the
first of many that will be announced with other trading
partners in the coming weeks and months.”

The average person is on their device
3+ hours per day.

Reach your customers
wherever they are
with digital ads.
Call Lee (319)371.4125

Two Trusted Businesses
Have Become One.

Ramsey Financial Services is now doing business as Welch’s Insurance
and we offer all lines of insurance. Gall us today!

319-835-5000
415 Chestnut St., Donnellson, 1A 52625

SCC filling golf outing spots

WEST BURLINGTON - Slots are fill-
ing fast for the SCC Alumni Association
Golf Outing coming up on Friday, June
13, at Burlington Golf Club with a shot-
gun start at 9 a.m.

This 4-person best shot tournament
includes green fees, cart rental, player
gifts, breakfast, and lunch, all for just
$100 per person.

Tournament highlights include a 50/50
cash raffle, games set up throughout the
course, and even a hole-in-one prize
to win $5,000 for the lucky player and
another $5,000 for the SCC Alumni
Association.

“We've had great response so far,” said
SCCEF Executive Director Val Giannetti-
no. “I think it’s because we keep it light
and fun and because it’s for such a good
cause.”

The popular outing is the biggest
fundraiser for the SCC Alumni Associa-

tion. Event proceeds fund distinguished
alumni awards, SCC sophomore and
alumni transfer scholarships, and college
instructional program mini-grants.

“Although the event funds the SCC
Alumni Association’ initiatives, players
do not need to be SCC alumni,” explains
Giannettino. “It is a day to relax and
have fun with friends.”

While few team slots remain, sever-
al sponsorship opportunities are still
available.

Registration closes on June 6 and the
rain date is set for June 16.

To register, contact Val Giannettino at
(319) 208-5065 or vgiannettino@sccio-
wa.edu or visit the SCCAA golf outing
webpage.

Questions about sponsorships or do-
nations can be directed to Giannettino
at vgiannettino@scciowa.edu or (319)
208-5065.

Advertise
in a brand
new way.

Message your
customers
where they
spend their

time — online!

Call Lee
(319)371.4125
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Sports

Thursday Sports Digest

Hawks win SEISC golf titde; Hounds 4x800 tops in 3A

Lowenberg wins medalist at SEI
Super Conference golf meet for
Central Lee. Brady, Quittem make
SEC all-conference squad

PCC Staff

WAPELLO - The Central Lee boys’ golf team took
the title at Wednesday’s SEI Super Conference golf
tournament at Heritage Oaks Golf and Country Club
in Wapello. Holy Trinity Catholic was ninth with 379
points. Central Lee won with a 324, a full eight strokes
ahead of the pack.

The Hawks’ Mylan Lowenberg shot a 77 to take
medalist honors for best score at the event, while
teammates Carson Morrison and Colton Laymon
both shot an 80 and tied for 5th best on the day. Caleb
Larson shot an 83 and Carter Johnes shot an 84, for all
five Central Lee’ scoring golfers being under 85 on the
day.

HTC’s James Denning shot a 91 to lead the Cru-
saders. Blake Mohrfeld carded a 92. Luke Hellige and
Max Kruse both came in with 98s. Brock Scheetz shot
a 100 to round out the HT'C scoring golfers.

Central Lee’s girls shot a 462 for 4th place at Mon-
day’s Invitational at Keokuk. Marie Young led the
Lady Hawks with a 100, Reegyn Scott carded a 118

followed by Lily Smith and Sidney Gram at 121 and
123.

Hounds runner-up at SEC meet; Brady 3rd best

WASHINGTON - The Fort Madison Bloodhounds
captured runner-up in the Southeast Conference golf
tournament Wednesday in Washington.

Washington won the event with a 316, Fort Mad-
ison’s boys shot a 342, followed by Mt. Pleasant 345,
Fairfield 357, and Keokuk 386.

Brady Wade shot a 77, just one of three players in
the 70s at the event. Washington’s Cole Vetter shot a
72 for medalist honors, just two over par, and Drew
Conrad shot a 74 for Washington, sweeping the med-
alist honors. Wade’s 36 on the back nine was the best
performance on the back side. Vetter shot a 34 on the
front nine, one under par.

Mason Baker led Keokuk with an 86.

The meet wrapped up the regular season golf action.

Wade was named All-Conference for the Hounds.
He was third in scoring for the season. Cole Quittem
also earned all-conference honors, finishing sixth in
the season scoring. Quittem shot an 81 at Washington
Wednesday, followed by Rowan Benda’s 88 and fresh-
man Graeme Meredith’s 96.

Fort Madisons Lady Hounds shot a 407 at the
Keokuk Invitational Monday. Kylie Lumino shot an
89 to lead Fort Madison. Natalie Wright carded a
99, followed by Jaycee Fullenkamp’s 101 and Brenna
Gathers’ 118.

DIAGNOSED WITH
NEUROPATHY?

GABAPENTIN OR LYRICA NOT WORKING?
TOLD NOTHING COULD BE DONE?

PAINEULHANDSYFEET;
NUMBNESS]&TINGLING
COLDIOR{BURNING|FEET;?
I'0SS{OEISENSATION?
JBAANCE{PROBLEMS?
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DRUGS ONLY MASK THE SYMPTOMS
OUR TREATMENTS CORRECT THE CAUSE

Peripheral neuropathy is a condition that affects nearly 20 million Americans. It usually begins
in the lower legs, feet, and toes. However, over time it can advance into the hands and fingers.
In the past the only treatment available has been oral medications and injections, both of

which have provided little or no relief.

We utilize several safe, effective, and natural therapies that have helped people get relief from
most, if not all of their symptoms...even diabetics. Our treatment program has a high degree
of lasting success as long as nerve damage doesn’t reach critical levels. Usually, once nerve

damage reaches 85% nothing can be done.

Call NOW to schedule a FREE NEUROPATHY SEVERITY EXAM and let one of our doctors

determine how much nerve damage you have and if our treatment program will work for you!

JAMES HEALTHCARE & ASSOCIATES INC.

Now Accepting NEW PATIENTS! “m
Ashley Neuw::]g:',. lj::l(:l ;a::t;sl\,naﬂ‘ék Kohnke, DC

612 MAIN ST. ¢ KEOKUK, IA 52632 « www.jameshealthcareiowa.com

Bloodhounds 2nd at Ekstrand Relays

WAYLAND - Fort Madison’s boys’ and girls’ track
and field teams took 2nd place at the Ekstrand Relays
at WACO last week.

The girls finished with 117 points, 16 behind front
runner Washington. The boys finished with 105 points
behind Fairfield with 160.

Jordyn Marshall continues to perform well in
distance events with a 5:04.81 in the 1500-meter run,
good enough for first place. Avery and Addison Rump
went 1 and 2 in the 3000 meter run at 10:37.18 and
11:14.17. The 4x800 team of Smith, Marshall, McKayla
Schinstock, and Avery Rump got under the 10-min-
ute mark with a 9:59.77 to win the event.. The Lady
Hounds” Distance Medley team of Lillian Gelsthorpe,
Dayonna Davis, Smith, and Avery Rump finished tops
with a 4:26.92. Brylie Lorence won the discus and the
shot for the Hounds.

In boys’ action, Riley Tripp won the 1600 meters
with a 4:38.28 in a tight run with Simone Wendell of
Mediapolis who finished with a 4:39.10. The 4x400
team of Peyton Lambert, Mason McLey, Riley Tripp,
and Nolan Guzman finished second with 3:34.89, just
a 1.17 seconds behind Mepo.

The boys’ 4x800 team set the state’s best mark in
Class 3A in the 4x800 with the same foursome, just
missing a sub 8-minute by .17 seconds. Brayton
Schneider won the discus with a 143’4”. Urijah Brooks
and Caden Barnes finished 2nd and 3rd in the shot.

Subscribe to

#PCC today
Free and Paid
Options Available.

Smokey Bear is
within us all.

For wildfire prevention tips, visit
SmokeyBear.com
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Lady Hounds rebound from first loss with big win

SOCCER: Snaadt fires in four goals as
Fort Madison rolls Demons to get
to 9-1-2 on the season

BY JOHN

BOHNENKAMP
PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON - It
didn’t take long for Fort
Madisons girls soccer team
to respond from its first
loss in the season.

The Bloodhounds scored
seven goals in the first half
on the way to a 9-1 win
over Washington at the
Baxter Sports Complex.

Fort Madison (9-1-2
overall, 6-1-1 Southeast
Conference) lost 3-0 at
Burlington on Monday
night in a match for the
conference lead, but the
Bloodhounds’ quick start
in this one was a good be-
ginning to the final stretch
before the postseason.

“It feels really good to
come out here and play
like this after losing to
Burlington,” said senior
Teagan Snaadt, who had
five of the Bloodhounds’
goals. “Burlington was a
tough loss for us, so I feel
like everyone came out

tonight having the men-
tality that we want to beat
this team, and were going
to beat them bad”

“I feel like it’s a good
win for us,” said coach
Carrie Burken. “I think it’s
confidence, but it’s also just
knowing what we're capa-
ble of. So I think having
a good, solid win is really
important”

Halle Menke got Fort
Madison going with a goal
less than four minutes into
the match. Snaadt scored
three minutes later, and
the goals just kept coming.

“Once you see that first
goal go in, you know that
confidence level goes up,”
Snaadt said. “Seeing Halle
get that first goal gave me a
lot of confidence”

It wasn’t just the quan-
tity of the goals, it was the
quality. Reilynn Turnbull’s
goal that put Fort Madi-
son up 3-0 was perfectly
placed, sailing over the
head of Washington goal-
keeper Katherine Flannery.

It’s always been casier

Then Menke blasted a deep
free kick that also was
placed in the right spot
where Flannery couldn’t
get it.

“Hitting a big shot
like that is a momentum
changer;” Snaadt said of
Menke’s goal.

“Whenever we get off to
a good start, it just builds
a lot of confidence for our
team, and then everyone
feeds off that confidence,’
Burken said. “We’re a mo-
mentum team, and I think
you can see that”

Hadley Wolfe scored
on a shot that ricocheted
off the right post for a 5-0
lead, then Snaadt added
two goals within 37 sec-
onds of each other to close
the half.

Washington got its
only goal with 5:05 left
in the match when a shot
bounced oft the right post
past goalkeeper Ellie Hell-
man and was knocked into
the net by Maya Murphy.

Snaadt closed the match
with a goal with 3:45 to
play and another with 1:27
to go.

“I think the biggest dif-
ference in the second half
was possession, and we
just didn’t connect passes

as much,” Burken said.
“And so because of that,
they had more possessions,
and then that gave them
more opportunities. So I
don’t know if they made
an adjustment or not, but
to me, that’s on us for not
working hard enough to
get on the ball, to get open
for passes and connect
passes.”

Wolfe, Menke and Kara
Lake each had two assists
for the Bloodhounds. Faith
Ward also had an assist.

It’s the second of three
consecutive three-match
weeks to close the regular
season for the Blood-
hounds — they play at
Washington on Friday.

“It's important to keep
the momentum going,
to keep building on our
performances,” Burken
said. “We're also getting
experience for our younger
players. Just for me, I'm
already thinking about the
fact that we're not going to
have some of these players
next year, and so getting
some of those younger
players more and more
experience is also going to
be important.”

GRIFFIN MUFFLER & BRAKE CENTER
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Adalyn Kruse (12) tries to get the ball out of
Washington territory in the 2nd half Thursday
night at Baxter Sports Complex. The Lady
Hounds defense held the Demons to just one
goal in a 9-1 Fort Madison win.

We are continually taking steps to reduce ours and our customers’
carbon footprint which helps our customers save BIG on repairs and

maintenance. Here’s some steps you can take to help reduce your
vehicle’s carbon footprint and help save you money:

for me to help others

1) Regular Vehicle Maintenance:
Schedule timely engine tune-ups,
oil changes, and fluid replacements to
improve fuel efficiency and
reduce emissions.

2) Use Eco-Friendly Products:
Opt for synthetic oils, eco-friendly
fluids, and biodegradable coolants

to enhance vehicle performance and
reduce environmental impact.

than to help myself

3) Promote Efficient Driving:
Encourage smooth acceleration,
proper tire inflation, and minimizing
idling to improve fuel economy and
reduce emissions.

4) Tire Maintenance and Upgrades:
Regularly check tire pressure and
alignment to improve fuel efficiency.
Use eco-friendly tires that reduce roll-
ing resistance for lower emissions.

As a Veteran, when someone raises their hand for help, youre often one of the first ones to
respond. But it’s also okay to get help for yourself. Maybe you want or need assistance with
employment, stress, finances, mental health or finding the right resources. No matter what it
is, you earned it. And there’s no better time than right now to ask for it. Don’t wait. Reach out.

U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

Find resources at VA.GOV/REACH

Save more with our savings cards!

* $10 Off Select Services Card
* Buy 4, Get 1 FREE Oil Change Punch Card

Pick your card up during your next appointment!
Supplies are limited, schedule your next appountment today!

SAVE ON ANY REPAIR OR MAINTENANCE I

| $25 OFF $50 OFF $75 OFF |

Any Repair or Any Repair or
Maintenance Order Maintenance Order
I $250 or More $500 or More

Looking for Stability?

We have a long track record with the companies
I °k we represent, including:

* Nationwide —61 years
Further!

*IMT Insurance — 50 years

* Progressive — 40 years

*United Fire Group — 40 years

* Continental Western Group — 40 years
*Auto Owners Insurance — 19 years

Avto - Home - Health
Business - Life - Farm - Crop

Serving Southeast Iowa, Northeast Missouri, & West-Central Illinois for 61 years

Any Repair or
Maintenance Order I
$750 or More

Excludes tires and batteries. Coupon cannot combine with any other offers. One time use. Coupon expires 5.30.25
*MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SERVICE* I

GRIFFIN MUFFLER & BRAKE CENTER | 319-372-2478 | griffinmuffler.com | 535 Avenue G, Ft. Madison, IA
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EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE AT GRIFFINS

WHEREVER YOU GO,
YOUR WARRANTY
GOES WITH YOU!

‘When you have service and repairs performed
by an authorized TechNet Professional Automo-
tive Service facility like Griffins, you’re covered

by a nationwide limited repair warranty that
extends across North America, for 36 months or
36,000 miles, whichever comes first.

FREE Pick-up & Delivery
in Fort Madison

Ask About Our
Refferal Program

Digital Inspection Reports
& Instant Notifications

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208 | www.fullenkampins.com
Open Monday through Friday 7:30 - 5:00

319-372-2478 | griffinmuffler.com | 535 Avenue G » Fort Madison, IA | Mon - Fri: 8:00am - 5:00pm


https://www.griffinmuffler.com/
https://www.FullenkampIns.com
https://www.va.gov/REACH/
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PUBLIC NOTICE
LEE COUNTY BOARD
OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
APRIL 29, 2025

The Board of Supervi-
sors of Lee County, lowa
met on Tuesday, April 29,
2025, at 9:00 a.m. at the
County Administration
Building, 933 Ave H, Fort
Madison, lowa.

Present: Denise Fraise,
Garry Seyb, Chuck
Holmes, Ginger Knisley
and Tim Wondra.

All votes are unanimous
unless indicated other-
wise.

The Board opened the
meeting by reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Holmes,
seconded by Knisley to
approve the agenda.
Motion carried.

At 9:01 a.m. Fraise
opened a Public Hearing
for the FY2026 County
Budget. There were no
comments received prior
to the hearing and no
comments from those
in attendance. At 9:03
a.m. a motion was made
by Holmes, seconded
by Wondra, to close the
Public Hearing. Motion
carried.

Moved by Knisley,
seconded by Seyb, to
approve Resolution
#2025-71.

Roll call: Knisley-aye,
Seyb-aye, Holmes-aye,
Wondra-aye and Fraise-
aye.

RESOLUTION
#2025 - 71

Resolution - Adoption of
Budget & Certification of
Taxes FY2026

WHEREAS, a Public
Hearing has been com-
pleted concerning the
Proposed Lee County

Budget for Fiscal Year

July 1, 2025 — June 30,
2026, in accordance with
the

lowa Department of
Management guidelines
and, per lowa Code Sec-
tion 331.434, Subsection
5;

Whereas, the Board
of Supervisors approved
the Comp Board Recom-
mendations as follows:
Auditor, Recorder and
Treasure from current
salary to $84,000; Attor-
ney, Board of Supervisors
and Sheriff 0% increase
which are included in the
FY2026 budget.

Whereas, The Board
of Supervisors approved
the 1.25% raise for those
employees under the
personnel policy.

NOW, THEREFORE,
be it resolved by the
Board of Supervisors
of Lee County, lowa,
the Public Hearing is
acknowledged and the
Budget & Certification of
Taxes for Fiscal Year July
1, 2025 — June 30, 2026
as presented is hereby
adopted.

Dated at Fort Madison,
lowa on the 29th day of
April 2025.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Denise
Fraise, Chairman, /s/
Ginger Knisley, Vice-
Chair; /s/ Chuck Holmes,
Member, /s/ Garry Seyb,
Member, /s/ Tim Wondra,
Member. Attest: /s/ Sherri
Yasenchok, Auditor. Mo-
tion Carried.

Moved by Holmes,
seconded by Knisley,
to approve the Consent
Agenda that included April
22, 2025 Board meeting
minutes and claims for
payment.

Motion carried.

There was no public
input.

Moved by Seyb, sec-
onded by Holmes, to ap-
prove the second reading

of the Siting and Opera-
tion of Wind, Solar and
Battery Energy Systems
Ordinance with Modifica-
tions to Page 31. During
discussion Ted Stein,
rural Ft Madison and An-
drew Johnson, rural West
Point, commented on the

ordinance. Motion carried.

Moved by Knisley,
seconded by Wondra, to
approve the Correction
to the HSA Premiums for
FY2026. Motion carried.

Moved by Seyb,
seconded by Wondra,
to approve Resolution
#2025-72 with striking
of Section 5. Roll call:
Seyb-aye, Wondra-aye,
Holmes-aye, Knisley-aye
and Fraise-aye.

RESOLUTION
#2025 - 72

INTERFUND TRANS-
FER FROM ATEC #1
FUND TO COUNTY
RESERVE #1 FUND,
SECONDARY ROADS
FUND AND CAMERA
DISBURSEMENT FUND
FOR FY2024/2025

Whereas, it is desired
to authorize the County
Auditor to transfer funds
from the Automated Traf-
fic Enforcement Camera
#1 Fund to the County
Reserve #1 Fund, Sec-
ondary Roads Fund and
the Camera Disburse-
ment Fund in the amount
of $138,395.44.

Whereas, said transfers
must be in accordance
with Chapter 331.432 of
the Code of lowa.

Now, Therefore, Be
It Resolved, by the Lee
County Board of Supervi-
sors as follows:

Section 1. The total
amount to be transferred
on April 29, 2025 is
$138,395.44.

Section 2. Within seven
working days of being
notified of the current

amount in said Fund, the
County Auditor shall order
a transfer from said funds.

Section 3. Notwith-
standing the provision of
Section 2, of this Resolu-
tion, total transfers shall
not exceed the amount in
Section 1.

Section 4. Notwith-
standing the provisions
of Section 2, the amount
of any transfer shall not
exceed available fund
balances in the transfer of
funds.

en-fund-batances:

The County Auditor has
determined the amount to
transfer on April 29, 2025,
is as follows:

FROM ATEC #1 FUND,
$138,395.44

TO COUNTY RE-
SERVE #1 FUND,
$72,839.70

TO SECOND-

ARY ROADS FUND,
$32,777.87

TO CAMERA DIS-
BURSEMENT FUND,
$32,777.87

Section 6. The County
Auditor is directed to cor-
rect her books when said
operating transfers are
made and to notify the
Treasurer of the amounts
transferred.

Dated at Fort Madison,
lowa on the 29th day of
April 2025.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Denise
Fraise, Chairman, /s/ Gin-
ger Knisley, Vice-Chair, /s/
Chuck Holmes, Member,
/sl Garry Seyb, Member,
/s/ Tim Wondra, Member.
Attest: Sherri Yasenchok,
Auditor. Motion Carried.

Moved by Seyb,
seconded by Wondra,
to approve Resolution
#2025-73 with striking
of Section 5. Roll call:

Seyb-aye, Wondra-aye,
Holmes-aye, Knisley-aye
and Fraise-aye.

RESOLUTION
#2025 -73

INTERFUND TRANS-
FER FROM ATEC #2
FUND TO COUNTY
RESERVE #2 FUND,
SECONDARY ROADS
FUND AND CAMERA
DISBURSEMENT FUND
FOR FY2024/2025

Whereas, it is desired
to authorize the County
Auditor to transfer funds
from the Automated Traf-
fic Enforcement Camera
#2 Fund to the County
Reserve #2 Fund, Sec-
ondary Roads Fund and
the Camera Disburse-
ment Fund in the amount
of $109,323.54.

Whereas, said transfers
must be in accordance
with Chapter 331.432 of
the Code of lowa.

Now, Therefore, Be
It Resolved, by the Lee
County Board of Supervi-
sors as follows:

Section 1. The total
amount to be transferred
on April 29, 2025 is
$109,323.54.

Section 2. Within seven
working days of being
notified of the current
amount in said Fund, the
County Auditor shall order
a transfer from said funds.

Section 3. Notwith-
standing the provision of
Section 2, of this Resolu-
tion, total transfers shall
not exceed the amount in
Section 1.

Section 4. Notwith-
standing the provisions
of Section 2, the amount
of any transfer shall not
exceed available fund
balances in the transfer of
funds.
fund-transfers-can-be-alio-

o dieativdur

he fiseal .
on-fund-bataneces:

The County Auditor has
determined the amount to
transfer on April 29, 2025,
is as follows:

FROM, ATEC #2
FUND, $109,323.54

TO COUNTY RE-
SERVE #2 FUND,
$57,538.70

TO SECOND-

ARY ROADS FUND,
$25,892.42

TO CAMERA DIS-
BURSEMENT FUND,
$25,892.42

Section 6. The County
Auditor is directed to cor-
rect her books when said
operating transfers are
made and to notify the
Treasurer of the amounts
transferred.

Dated at Fort Madison,
lowa on the 29th day of
April 2025.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Denise
Fraise, Chairman, /s/ Gin-
ger Knisley, Vice-Chair, /s/
Chuck Holmes, Member,
s/ Garry Seyb, Member,
/s/ Tim Wondra, Member.
Attest: Sherri Yasenchok,
Auditor. Motion Carried.

Moved by Seyb, sec-
onded by Holmes, to ap-
prove the quote from W.L.
Miller Company in the
amount of $32,635.00 for
the Salt Storage Building

Asphalt Floor. Motion
carried.

Moved by Knisley,
seconded by Seyb, to ap-
prove the Agreement with
IDOT & BNSF for Surface
Crossing Repair on 190th
Street. Motion carried.

Moved by Knisley,
seconded by Seyb, to
approve the Secondary
Roads FY26-30 Five Year
Program. Motion carried.

Moved by Knisley,
seconded by Seyb, to
approve the Contract with

Cessford Construction
for Rock Stockpiles at
Geode and Donnellson
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Quarries in the amount
of $745,000.00. Motion
carried.

Moved by Knisley,
seconded by Seyb, to
approve the Contract with
Cessford Construction for
Rock Stockpile at Beach
Quarry in the amount
of $690,250.00. Motion
carried.

Moved by Seyb,
seconded by Wondra, to
approve the purchase of
a Forestry Mulcher from
Altorfer in the amount
of $57,500.00 Motion
carried.

Moved by Knisley,
seconded by Seyb, to
approve the Internet
Services agreement
with Mediacom with an
additional three years and
allowing the IT Director
to sign the agreement
with the stipulation that
the County Attorney has
approved the agreement.
Motion carried.

Moved by Knisley,
seconded by Seyb, to
approve the Internet Ser-
vices 3-year agreement
with Windstream and
allowing the IT Director
to sign the agreement
with the stipulation that
the County Attorney has
approved the agreement.
Motion carried.

Moved by Holmes,
seconded by Wondra,
to approve the Justice
Involved Services Coordi-
nator Position with funds
coming from the Opioid
Funds and revisited in
one year. Motion carried.

Moved by Knisley,
seconded by Seyb, to
approve the Quote from
Mohrfeld Electric in the
amount of $43,880.61 for
the Low Voltage Cabling
for the new Board of
Health/EMS Building.
Motion carried.

Received and filed the
Lee County Commission
of Veterans Affairs March
19, 2025 minutes.

Moved by Knisley,
seconded by Seyb, to
approve a Full-Time New
Hire for the Treasurer’s
Office, Stephanie Nall,
Records Clerk Class llI
Step 1 at $18.15/hr. ef-
fective 5/12/2025. Motion
carried.

Committee Reports: Kn-
isley reported on a Best
You, Childs Collaborative,
Early Childhood Summit,
Community Action and
Training Day.

Wondra reported on a
Children First meeting.
Holmes reported on a
Children First and Opioid
Committee meeting that
Fraise also attended.
Seyb reported on TIF
meeting with Regional
Planning, VA Commission
meeting, and a trip pro-
vided by Alliant, to look
at a battery field already
in place. Seyb discussed
the conversations with
legislators about the Tax

Reform Bill.

Fraise reported on the
TIF meeting with Region-
al Planning and relayed to
the Board that the Gener-
al Plan from 2012 has not
been updated since then.

At 10:36 a.m., the
meeting was adjourned.
The next meeting will be
held on Tuesday, May 6,
2025 at 9:00 a.m. at the
Administration Building in
Fort Madison.

Denise Fraise, Chair-
man

Attest: Sherri Yasen-
chok, Lee County Auditor
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

YOUR{ONE:STORISHOP
EORVALISTHINGSIPRINTING!

Your Neighborhood Hardware and Rental Store!

Advertising Graphic Design
\inyl Banners T-Shint Printing
Office Supplies Promotional Products
Large Format Printing Faxing & Email Senice
1904 Avenue H | 608 S 9th St | 1405 E Washington St GIIII_H& Digital Services Full Service PI‘!III Shop
Fort Madison Burlington Mt Pleasant Business Cards & Forms Coffee Mugs & Gift Items

621Ave G - Fort Madison, IA - 319.372.2721 - doddprinting.com
FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON & SURROUNDING AREA

Follow Us

@pencitycurrent

Visit us online: kempkerstruevalue.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Sara Hennigar, APMA™
Financial Advisor

Joshua Denning & Associates
A private wealth advisory practice of
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

319.372.8923

701 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627
sara.j.hennigar@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/sara.j.hennigar

Ameriprise €§®

Financial

209 7th Street, West Point » 319-214-0415
OPEN 24/7 by Access Control
Other times by appointment

Generations of Great Service

* 24 Hour Service
* FREE Estimates
* Servicing All Makes

Securities offered by Ameriprise
Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA
and SIPC. © 2025 Ameriprise Financial,
Inc. Allrights reserved.

Proud to support
the neighborhood

Being a good neighbor means being there for my
community. As your local State Farm® agent, I'm
ready to help whenever you need me. Give me a call.

o StateFarmr

Jess Sutcliffe LUTCF®
Agent

2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, |A 52627-3840

FullService HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding
areas with over 30 Years Experience!

Fi.Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Bus: 319-372-5982
fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

Advertise in a brand new way.

Lee (319)371.4125
Chuck (319)371.1670



https://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/sara.j.hennigar/
https://www.facebook.com/p/First-Fitness-West-Point-61557695803563/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://classifieds.yourquickads.com/pencity
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From the Front

Options on table for consolidated
courthouse in Lee County

Donnellson awarded innovation
award from State Auditor’s office

COURTHOUSES - Continued from Page 1

UPDATES - Continued from Page 1

years ago where they are looking at mainte-
nance costs like tuckpoints, air condition-
ing, heating, as well as insurance costs of
both buildings.

Supervisor Chuck Holmes said if they
could fit the court services in the Keokuk
building, they may need to relocate some
of the other county positions which he
said could cost the county. However, Fraise
said the county owns other properties
in Keokuk where those offices could be
relocated.

Seyb said step one is determining if it’s
even possible to fit the court services in the
one building.

We need to have a study done that says
either it will fit or it won't fit. If it wont fit,
then we're down to the two other options,
build a new one or keep doing what we're
doing,” he said.

He said the study should include the
costs of renovations that would be needed.

Fraise said the study should include plans
and costs for relocating the county employ-
ees, if need be.

Discussion then focused on how they
would do the study. Holmes suggested
Southeast Iowa Regional Planning Com-
mission, but Seyb said they would probably
have to hire someone to do the work and
that could add to county costs. County
Maintenance Director Mark Klesner said
Carl A. Nelson, who is the current con-
struction manager on the Meller Family
Health Center, the new Lee County Health
Department/EMS facility in Fort Madison,
said they could possibly help with the study.

“From the feedback I've received from
them, they were just gonna try and help
us, guide us in the right direction,” Klesner

said.

“It’s probably gonna involve an architect
at that point because an architect is gonna
be the one who’s going to be able to get you
the cost of doing such a thing and at that
point, I think, you're right, we go out for a
bid”

The move to consolidate was also a rec-
ommendation from the county’s building
committee.

Seyb said the focus should be on cost
savings and shrinking county government
and the county’s footprint to reduce overall
costs.

Fraise asked where the funds would
come from and Seyb said the county could
use the automated traffic enforcement
camera fund for funds accumulated prior
to new state regulations governing how the
funds can be used. Seyb said there’s close
to $1 million in that account currently.
However, he said the county needs to be
cautious moving forward with spending
that not knowing where the Meller Family
Health Center will end up costwise.

“We need to keep our eye on the ball
there,” he said.

In other action, the board:

« approval a lease agreement with Iowa
Vocational Rehabilitation in Keokuk.

« approved the third and final reading
of a new ordinance regulating siting and
operation of wind, solar, and battery energy
systems. That new ordinance can be viewed
on the county’s website at leecountyiowa.
gov.

« approved terminated 28E agreement
with MHASEI Mental Health Region.

« heard an update from the county’s Best
You Coalition.

“It’s just really important to get people in the same room hearing the same
message,” Benjamin said.

“I am just so excited about what I've heard tonight. I know it gets to be a really
long meeting, but I think it’s also pretty rare that we all come to the same room
and hear about the great things that are happening around the community. 'm
so excited to hear about the progress, especially in our smaller towns who are
planning and growing. I think that’s so exciting”

One of the bigger announcements was from the City of Donnellson’s Rebecca
Schau who told the group the city was recently awarded the Public Innovation
and Efficiency Award by the State Auditor’s Office, which recognizes cities for
cost-saving ideas and a commitment to save taxpayer dollars.

“Donnellson was the best performing city for its size in the state,” she said.

She said the city is also in the final stages of purchasing 17 acres on the west
side of town for a subdivision that could include up to 42 lots near the city’s
Westview Park. The park also has a finished % mile trail and just received a grant
to extend the trail to a mile around the park.

Darcie Uhlmeyer, who sits on Montrose City Council, said they are looking for
grants to overhaul the sewer treatment plant at a cost of $2 million to $6 million.

Dr. Andy Crozier, Dr. Erin Slater and Dr. Kathy Dinger, and Craig Huebner
updated the group on school plans and performances. Slater announced that
former FMHS instructor Mike Wolter had been hired as the district’s next super-
intendent, and she was going to discuss with him the importance of events like
the forum.

Lee County Supervisor Garry Seyb updated the group on the projects the
county is working on, including the Meller Family Health Center, and broad-
band expansion currently taking place to the tune of about $40 million in out-
side investment.

LCEDG Director of Economic Development Tim Gobble said the county is
currently working on several potential future projects that could bring substan-
tial investment and jobs to the county. One announcement he said could be
coming this summer.

Benjamin said the next update would take place in October.

Follow Us @pencitycurrent
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Across the Nation, Letter
Carriers are banding together to

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF LETTER CARRIERS

Stamp

Out
Hunger

FOOD DRIVE

and we are asking YOU to help
join our Cause!

on the second Saturday of May, we are collecting bags

of donated non-perishable food items that you set next

to your mailbox. T'hen we deliver the food to our local
food banks to help families in need!

Non-perishable Foods include, but not limited to:

Canned/dry Packaged Soups Snacks (granola bars /Jerky) Rice (Brown/white)
Beans (canned/dry) Powdered Milk Crackers
Oils and Spices Cereal (Ready to Eat)
Sweetners (sugar/honey) Pasta
Canned Goods (fruit, veggies, meat) Beans (canned and dried) Bottled Water

Canned Juices



DENMARK HERITAGE DAYS

1967 John Deere 4020 1967 Ford Mustang _191é-Féifban:S Morse
Coupe 11/2 HP Style Z

JUNE 6,7,8, 2025

FRIDAY LIKE US ON

TRACTOR/GAS ENGINE REGISTRATION 8 AM
TOWN WIDE YARD SALES 8 AM FACEBOOK
FLEA MARKET/CRAFTS 8 AM
HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM AT BANK 9AM-3PM
LIVE MUSIC IN SHELTER HOUSE 6 PM- 9 PM
BY JIVE RADIO DAILY ACT!VITIES

SATURDAY
BISCUITS & GRAVY IN FIRE STATION 7 AM
BY FIRE DEPARTMENT AUXILLARY

Homemade lce

TOWN WIDE YARD SALES 8 AM

FLEA MARKET/CRAFTS 8 AM

FLAG RAISING BY BOY SCOUTS 8:30 AM
STATE HISTORICAL BUS 8:30 AM ;
HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM AT BANIK 9AM-12PM
PEDAL TRACTOR PULLS 9 AM

SIDEWALIK CHALIX DRAWING (CCONTEST 10 AM-12 PM
K9 DEMONSTRATIONSMALL DIAMOND) 10:30 AM
CUSTOM CARS & PICKUPS 10 AM - 3 PM

TRACTOR PARADE 1 PM
SILVER STEPPERS 1:30 PM
LIVE AUCTION IN SHELTER HOUSE 2:30 PM
LIVE MUSIC IN SHELTER HOUSE 6 PM - 9 PM
BY JEFFERSON CONNE(CTION
SUNDAY

BREALKFAST AT CIIURCH 7:30 AM
FLEA MARKET/CRAFTS 8 AM
CHURCH IN TIHE PARKK 10 AN
HAM BALL DINNER AT CIITURCII 11 AM
TRACTOR PARADE 1 PM

WWW.DENMARKHERITAGEDAYS.COM
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