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FM District puts two on leave
NOT DISCIPLINARY:  Two elementary administrators on leave for rest of year

Governor 
can’t referee 
what’s secret

COMMENTARY

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Two Fort Madison elementary princi-
pals have been placed on administrative leave.

According to Fort Madison School Board president Josh 
Wykert, the two administrators had submitted their resigna-
tion from the district but were placed on leave Friday.

Wykert said the move to place them on administrative 
leave was not a disciplinary measure.

“The Fort Madison Elementary School is at a point of lead-
ership transition following the resignation of two administra-
tors. As part of this transition process, the two administrators 

moved into an administrative leave status for the remainder 
of the 2024-2025 school year. The administrative leave was 
not part of any disciplinary action. We thank these adminis-
trators for the work they performed for the district and wish 
them the best in their future endeavors,” Wykert wrote in an 
email to Pen City Current Tuesday.

Sources close to the situation said the two administrators 
were called to the central office on Friday and were then 
placed on administrative leave. The current principal at the 
elementary is Dirk Troutman and the assistant is Logan Doty, 
however Wykert didn’t confirm those were the two placed on 

STATE NEWS
Reynolds sues Register over “intrusive records requests”
DES MOINES— Governor Kim 

Reynolds has filed a lawsuit against 
the Des Moines Register to protect 
the use of executive privilege for all 
Iowa governors past, present, and 
future. 

“It is in the public’s interest that 

governors can receive candid advice 
from their closest advisors,” said 
Mason Mauro, spokesperson for Gov. 
Reynolds. “We are confident that 
the judicial branch will recognize 
that governors have a constitutional 
executive privilege in Iowa, just as 

they recognized a legislative privilege 
last year, and have used a deliberative 
privilege to protect the communica-
tions of Iowa Supreme Court justices.” 

Executive privilege allows a chief 

Give Governor Kim Reynolds credit 
for consistency. When it comes to wanting 
to hide details of possible misstatements or 
misdeeds, she treats Lutherans and atheists 
alike.

Soon, Iowans may learn important les-
sons about “executive privilege” claims by 
the governor and whether they provide her 
any cover to keep staff documents in her 
office secret.

These teachable moments arise from two 
lawsuits filed within hours of each other 
Friday.

The first learning lesson may come from 
a lawsuit that Reynolds filed against The 
Des Moines Register over its attempts to 
obtain records about her blundered re-
sponse while testifying in February before 
a congressional committee in Washington. 

The second stems from litigation the 
ACLU of Iowa, acting on behalf of the 
group Iowa Atheists and Freethinkers, 
brought against the governor over her 
refusal to provide records pertaining to 
state officials’ decision blocking the Satanic 
Temple of Iowa from holding a public 
event at the Capitol. Some legal scholars 
see that as a textbook example of imper-
missible viewpoint discrimination by 
government.

Both cases encompass a legal doctrine 
known as executive privilege. The cases 
could lead Iowa courts to decide if and how 
far that privilege extends, or does not ex-
tend, to prevent the public and journalists 
from obtaining records from the governor.

The rationale behind the executive priv-
ilege doctrine involves a desire of a presi-
dent or governor to cloak decision-making 
in confidentiality. Presidents and governors 

Photo courtesy of FMCSD

Volunteers work with some activities at the Fort Madison Elementary School Carnival held at the high 
school over the weekend. Students spent the day playing games as part of the annual fundraiser.

See EVANS, page 6

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBE
WED 30 Apr.................................................................Showers, 64º F/ 58º F
THU 01 May................................................................. Showers, 68º F/ 50º F
FRI 02 May................................................. Chance of showers, 65º F/ 43º F

IOWA LOTTERY
DOUBLE PLAY 04/28...................................................11 13 39 48 61, Powerball: 3
LOTTO AMERICA 04/28..............18 19 32 44 50, Star Ball: 10 All Star Bonus: 5
LUCKY FOR LIFE 04/28.......................................... 16 19 20 33 40, Lucky Ball: 11
PICK 3 MIDDAY 04/28.....................................................................................4 2 4
PICK 3 EVENING 04/28....................................................................................3 7 7
PICK 4 MIDDAY 04/28................................................................................. 8 5 8 3
PICK 4 EVENING 04/28................................................................................ 2 7 3 7
POWERBALL 04/28........................ 26 43 51 56 60, Powerball: 24 Power Play: 4

See SUIT, page 2

See LEAVE, page 6
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executive to receive confidential communications 
and work product from their closest advisors. This 
is a constitutional privilege that has been recognized 
by the United States Supreme Court and numerous 
state supreme courts across the country. Executive 
privilege has been used by every president, includ-
ing George Washington. Following the adoption of 
Iowa’s public record laws, it has been used by both 
republican and democrat governors alike, making it 
a nonpartisan issue that is well recognized. It is un-
fortunate that state resources must be used to defend 
against the Register’s aggressive threats, but it is in 
the broader public interest to preserve the powers 
reserved in our constitution for the effective opera-
tion of government. 

Reynolds filed the suit on Friday in Polk Coun-
ty District court after the Register had requested 
documents over what she claims are “overly intrusive 
records requests”.

Iowa’s open records laws don’t specifically provide 
for executive privilege for the governor.

The Register wanted copies of emails from se-
nior advisers with respect to the Lutheran Family 
Services. During Washington D.C. testimony on 
Feb. 5 regarding the services agency. Reynolds was 
questioned on whether she believed the agency was 
involved in illegal money laundering services, but 
declined to answer. The Register then sought records 
relating to emails shared by senior officials in Reyn-
olds administration.

Reynolds files suit 
in Polk County 
Court Friday

SUIT - Continued from Page 1

PCC Staff

BURLINGTON – The Fort Madison girls’ golf team 
worked their way to one of its best finishes of the sea-
son Monday at a Southeast Conference meet at Flint 
Hills in Burlington.

The Lady Hounds put all four scoring golfers in the 
top 10 to finish with a team best 191, eight strokes 
ahead of Keokuk’s 198.

Kylie Lumino shot a 43 followed by Jacy Fullenkamp 
and Natalie Wright each with a 49, and Ava Taylor with 
a 50. Lumino had the top individual score at the meet. 
Fullenkamp and Wright tied for 4th best score.

HTC boys down New London
FORT MADISON – The Holy Trinity Catholic boys 

downed New London on a windy Monday on the back 
nine at Sheaffer Memorial Golf Course.

Brock Sheetz and Luke Hellige both shot 45s to lead 
the Crusaders. Blake Mohrfeld carded a 47, including 
a 5 on the par 5 18th. Jameson Denning had a 49 to 
round out the HTC scoring golfers for a 186.  Max 
Kruse shot a 51 and Nathan Box had a 53. New London 
finished with a 213 and was led by Izzy Lemley with a 
47.

In the girls’ meet, Holy Trinity was led by Elizabeth 
Griffin’s 51. Emma Mohrfeld came in with a 57, fol-
lowed by Cali Kruse’s 62 and Eva Denning’s 63 for a 
233. New London won the dual with 208 led by  Emma 
Busby’s 51.

Morrison medals as Hawks take down Danville
DANVILLE – Central Lee’s Carson Morrison carded 

a one-under 35 on Monday to medal at a Danville/Cen-
tral Lee dual SEI Super Conference golf meet.

Teammate Caleb Larson and Mylan Lowenberg were 
runners up with 37s. Larson birdied the 310-yard par 
4 hole No. 7. Morrison birdied the par 5 No. 8 at 530 
yards. The Hawks won 148-188. Danville was led by 
Alex Holtkamp’s 42 and Mattix Furnald’s 43.

In the girls’ meet, Danville won 235-246. The Hawks 
got a 57 from Marie Young, while Reegyn Scott (60), 
Sydney Gram (64), and Lily Smith (65) were the other 
scoring golfers for the Lady Hawks. Danville got a 52 
from medalist Eastin Chapman.

Lady Hounds run at Washington Relays
WASHINGTON – McKayla Schinstock won the 

open 800 Thursday at the Demon Relays in Washing-
ton as the Lady Hounds took three of the top five spots 
to help lead Fort Madison.

Schinstock ran a 2:30.69 and teammate Jordyn Mar-

shall ran a 2:32.91 for third place. Addison Rump was 
fourth with a 2:33.81.

Marshall also won the 1500 with a 5:16.47. The 
Hounds won the 4x800 with a 10:21.46 and the dis-
tance medley at 4:30.67. Avery Rump won another 
3000 with a 10:57.74, 28 seconds ahead of the pack.

Hounds tie for 2nd at SEC meet in Washington
WASHINGTON – Fort Madison shot a 176 to tie 

with Mt. Pleasant at a revisit to Washington in SEC 
boys’ golf action Monday night.

Brady White shot a six-over 41 to go with Cole Quit-
tem’s 42 and Rowan Benda’s 43 to lead Fort Madison. 
Colton Boyer was the final Bloodhound scoring golfer 
with a 50. Graeme Meredith shot a 52 and Conner Cale 
came in with a 64.

Washington’s Drew Conrad shot a 35 for medalist 
honors. Washington’s Carson Brown was runner up 
with a 38.

Fort Madison is currently 3rd in the conference 
series with 1052 behind Washington’s 953 and Mt. 
Pleasant’s 1014. Fairfield is just 10 strokes behind the 
Bloodhounds with 1062 and Keokuk is 5th with 1187.

Unions collaborate to ease officials’ registration.
BOONE - The Iowa Girls High School Athletic 

Union (IGHSAU) and Iowa High School Athletic 
Association (IHSAA) have collaborated to streamline 
the officials’ registration process in the 2025-26 school 
year.

When officials register through DragonFly ahead of 
their 2025-26 sports seasons, they will now be able to 
select IGHSAU and IHSAA shared sports for one regis-
tration fee. Sports that no longer require separate boys’ 
and girls’ sports fees include: Basketball, Cross Coun-
try, Soccer, Swimming, Track & Field, and Wrestling.

“We are excited to roll out this new officials’ regis-
tration fee structure that takes into consideration the 
many individuals who officiate both boys’ and girls’ 
contests in the same sport,” said IHSAA executive di-
rector Tom Keating. “We hope this incentivizes others 
who want to do the same.” 

When registration for the 2025-26 season opens on 
June 18 via DragonFly’s Center for Officials Services, it 
will cost $60 for one sport, then $15 for each additional 
sport. 

Previously, officials paid to register for each sport of-
fered by IGHSAU and IHSAA, such as girls’ basketball 
(IGHSAU) and boys’ basketball (IHSAA). Registration 
fees provide officials access to NFHS insurance and 
rules books and the ability to work through IGHSAU 
and IHSAA member schools and postseason events.

TUESDAY SPORTS BRIEFS

Lumino’s 43 leads way for Lady Hounds
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THOMAS J. HARVEY
Thomas Joseph “Tom” Harvey, 65, of West Point passed away at 4:06 p.m. Monday, 

April 28, 2025, at his home.
He was born on November 19, 1959 in Fort Madison, Iowa, the son of Francis M. 

“Frank” and Elizabeth L. “Betty” (Buckert) Harvey.
Survivors include four brothers: Jim (Margie) Harvey of Neenah, 

Wisconsin, Don (Patty) Harvey of Montrose, Iowa, Jerry Harvey of 
West Point, Iowa, Pat Harvey of West Point, Iowa; one sister: Pam 
(Chad) Kesselring of Montrose, Iowa; uncle and aunt: Larry and 
Cheryl Buckert and several nieces, nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his parents; two sisters-in-law: Karla 
and Kara Harvey; several aunts and uncles.

Tom was a 1978 graduate of Marquette High School. He enjoyed sports and was 
an avid St. Louis Cardinals and Iowa State Cyclone fan. Tom especially enjoyed play-
ing softball, reading books and history. He looked forward to holidays.

A visitation will be held from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Friday, May 2, 2025, at 
Schmitz Funeral Home in West Point.

A memorial has been established in his memory.
Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with arrangements. 

Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

HARVEY

OBITUARIES

PAMELA J. MOORE
Pamela Jo Moore, 70, of Burlington, died Monday, April 21, 2025, at the 

Southeast Iowa Regional Hospice House in West Burlington.
Born December 1, 1954, in Burlington, she was the daughter of Harry Francis 

and Mary Jo Brenneke Thompson. On January 4, 1974, she mar-
ried Michael Dean Moore in Burlington. He passed on April 8, 
2004.

She was a graduate of Burlington High School and later attended 
Southeastern Community College where she received a degree in 
graphic design.

Pam worked as an Executive Administrative Assistant for Joe 
Merschman at Mershman Seed in West Point until her retirement.

She loved springtime, so she could visit greenhouses and plant sales. Pam was 
a crafter, she would create many items from sewing clothes to making holiday 
decorations. She liked to read, play pool, travel to visit her family and attend 
music festivals and concerts. She enjoyed her exercise class at the West Point 
Library, when she was able.

Survivors include her children, Sarah (Justin) Schultz of Silverdale, WA, and 
Joshua (Jeni) Moore of Nebraska City, NE; eight grandchildren; eight great 
grandchildren; mother, Mary Jo Snowden of Burlington; brother, Jeffrey (Dean-
na) Thompson of Wever; sister, Rebecca Thompson of Burlington; sister-in-law, 
Linda Snowden of Burlington and niece and nephews, Sam, Tim and Derek 
Thompson.

Besides her husband, she was preceded in death by her father, step-father, 
Robert Snowden, and step-siblings, Steven Snowden and Debra Ayers.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of Prugh Crematory.
The Celebration of Life for Pam will be Saturday, May 17, 2025 from 2:00 PM 

until 6:00 PM at Wever Fire & Rescue/Town Hall.
Prugh Funeral Service is in care of the arrangements.
Condolences can be sent to the family by visiting Pamela’s obituary at www.

prughfuneral.com.

MOORE

OBITUARIES

JAMES L. SEITZ
James L. Seitz, 88, of Ft. Madison, IA, passed away on Monday, April 28, 2025 at 

9:45 AM at the Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center in West Burlington.
He was born on October 5, 1936 on a farm in McDonough County, IL to Ray and 

Ethel Mae Dorothy Seitz.  James went to school at “Frog Pond” a one 
room schoolhouse near the family farm.  When the school closed, he 
attended schools in Adair and Macomb Senior High School where 
he graduated in 1954.  He attended Gem City Business School before 
entering the US Army in 1959.  He served as Commanding Chief with 
the 10th Engineering Battalion on Germany during the Berlin Crisis 
and was honorably discharged in 1962.  On May 26, 1962 he married 
Judy Runkle in Industry, IL and she passed away on August 19, 2021. 

He worked several jobs after high school and also played in a country music band.  
In 1966 he began in the office at JI Case, then Gleason 
Corp in Ft. Madison and in 1972 began at Exide Corp as 
a personnel officer where he retired from in January of 
2002. Jim attended the First Baptist Church.  He and Judy 
enjoyed traveling and going to gospel and bluegrass shows 
throughout the Midwest and south.  He enjoyed golfing 
and was a Chicago Cubs and Los Angeles Rams fan.

Survivors include one son, Jim Seitz of Ft. Madison; sisters in law, Pat Runkle of 
Sturgeon, MO and Donna (Bob) Roads of Jacksonville, IL; brother-in-law, Steve 
(Shelley) Runkle of Peyton, CO; nieces and nephews, Allison, Craig, Melissa, Jen-
nifer, Daniel, and Mark.  He was preceded in death by his parents, wife, sister, Ruth 
Sharon, brother in law, Bennie, nieces Michelle and Marilyn and a nephew, Mike.

Per his wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home & 
Crematory.  The family will meet with friends from 10AM-11 AM Thursday, May 1, 
2025 at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory with a memorial service to follow 
at 11 AM with Pastor Steve Scott officiating.  Burial will follow in Soldiers’ Circle, 
Oakland Cemetery with military rites.

A memorial has been established in his memory and online condolences may be 
left at www.kinglynk.com.

SEITZ

https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
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http://www.prughfuneral.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
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Lady Hounds stay perfect with win over Mediapolis
BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP

PCC Sports 

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison’s 
shutout streak ended in the first half 
of Tuesday’s match against Mediapolis, 
but what coach Carrie Burken wanted 
to see out of her players was how they 
would respond.

The response was a second-half 
three-goal outburst in the 4-1 win.

Hadley Wolfe scored twice in the 
opening minutes of the second half, 
and Teagan Snaadt scored her second 
goal of the day with 19:49 to play, as the 
Bloodhounds (7-0-2) extended their 
winning streak to three.

Fort Madison, which hadn’t allowed a 
goal all season, led 1-0 off Snaadt’s first 
goal of the match with 29 minutes left. 
But Mediapolis’ Amelia Grier, whose 
penalty kick moments earlier had been 
stopped by Fort Madison goalkeeper 
Ellie Hellman, scored when her shot 
bounced off Hellman and rolled into 
the net with 24:05 left in the first half to 
tie the match.

“What I said at halftime is, obviously, 
it’s not ideal, but it was actually a very 
good situation for us to be in,” Burken 
said. “It’s important to be able to see as 
a team,when you give up a goal, what 
sort of reaction do we have? What’s the 
mentality when a team comes back on 
us? And so a lot of what we talked at 
halftime was just what mentality are we 
going to have in the second half?

“The body language was not great at 
halftime. There was a lot of frustration, 
I think, after giving up that goal. And 
so the question was to our leaders, 
how are you going to lead on the field? 
What’s our energy going to be? How are 
we going to respond to this?”

“I think everything happens for a rea-
son, and I think it was a good thing that 

we got scored on in this game so we 
know how to bounce back from these 
things later in the season,” Wolfe said.

Wolfe, one of the Bloodhounds’ three 
captains, then delivered two quick goals 
to put Fort Madison in command.

Wolfe, who also had an assist in the 
match, has six goals this season. Four 
have come in the last two nights — she 
had two in Monday’s 5-0 win at Ke-
okuk.

“It’s finally happening,” said Wolfe, 
who admitted to some frustration at 
not making shots earlier this season. 
“At the start of the season, I wasn’t able 
to find spots in the back of the net, but 
it seems like they’re coming at the right 
part of the season.

“It’s really good seeing her get those,” 
Burken said. “I mean, she’s had some 
goals this season, but it was just differ-
ent in this game. She took a lot of shots, 
and to me, that shows she’s building 
confidence. She’s had some great runs 
and she’s getting good shots. That’s real-
ly important for her, and it’s important 
for the team that she has the confidence 
to take those shots.”

Halle Menke had two assists for the 
Bloodhounds, and Reilynn Turnbull 
had one. Fort Madison had 16 shots on 
goal.

It’s a good start for the Bloodhounds 
in a three-match week — they play host 
to Fairfield on Thursday.

“I’m very happy with that,” Burken 
said. “ I was very happy with how we 
played yesterday, and I’m very happy 
with how we played today. We were 
able to possess the ball well in both 
games, connect passes, but we strug-
gled with finishing at times in both 
games. Still, I’m happy with how we’ve 
played, and happy with how we re-
sponded tonight.”

Above, Fort Madison senior 
Halle Menke fires a free kick at 
the goal in the 1st half Tuesday 
night at Baxter Sports Complex. 
The Hounds downed Mediapolis 
4-1 and remain undefeated on 
the season. Fort Madison did 
surrender their first goal of the 
season to the Bulldogs. At left, 
the Hounds’ Ellie Helllman leaps 
to the top bar to keep a high ball 
out of the net.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Offense, defense

mailto:Director%40UnitedWayGRR.org?subject=Save%20the%20Date%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Chief Justice Chris-

tensen has signed an 
order requesting public 
comment on recommen-
dations from the Iowa 
Child Support Guide-
lines Review Committee 
concerning the Iowa 
child support guidelines 
in chapter 9 of the Iowa 
Court Rules. The deadline 
for submitting public com-
ments is 12:00 p.m. on 
Monday, June 30, 2025.

https://www.iowacourts.
gov/iowa-courts/su-
preme-court/orders.

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROCEEDINGS
FORT MADISON
CITY COUNCIL

4/8/2025

The Fort Madison City 
Council held a Special 
Meeting at 4:00 P.M. on 
Tuesday, April 8, 2025, 
via Zoom. Mayor Mohr-
feld presided with Council 
Members Thele, Roller, 
Sparrow, Gray, Andrews 
and Emmett present. 
Council Member Yager 
was absent.

On motion, Council ap-
proved a Liquor License 
Renewal for Turnwater 
FM LLC. Emmett pro-

vided a statement and 
requested a policy be 
established.

The meeting adjourned 
at 4:11 P.M.

/s/ Matt J. Mohrfeld, 
Mayor

ATTEST: /s/ Justina M. 
Cullen, City Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
MINUTES OF THE

BURLINGTON, IOWA 
CITY COUNCIL

INFORMAL
WORK SESSION
March 31, 2025

The Burlington City 
Council met in an informal 
work session at 4:30 p.m. 
in the Thomas J. Smith 
Council Chambers, City 
Hall with Mayor Billups, 
Council Members Bailey, 
Graham-Murray, Scott 
and Weiss present.

Items discussed at the 
informal work session are 
listed on the work session 
agenda on file in the of-
fice of the City Clerk. No 
action was taken.

Adjournment: 6:32 p.m. 
Approved: April 7, 2025

Chad Bird, City Man-
ager 

Jon D. Billups, Mayor

PUBLIC NOTICE
MINUTES

KEOKUK CITY
COUNCIL MEETING

April 3, 2025
501 Main Street

5:00 P.M.

The City Council of the 
City of Keokuk met in 
special session on April 3, 
2025, at 501 Main Street. 
Mayor Mahoney called 
the meeting to order at 
5:00 p.m. There were 
eight council members 
present, one absent, 
Carissa Crenshaw, Tyler 
Walker, Dorothy Cackley, 
Devon Dade (entered at 
5:15) Steve Andrews, Dan 
Tillman, Roger Bryant, 
and Michael Greenwald 
were present. Jeffrey 
Mullin was absent. Staff 
in attendance: Interim 
City Administrator Dave 
Hinton, City Clerk Celeste 
El Anfaoui, Community 
Development Director 

Pam Broomhall and Chief 
of Police Zeth Baum.

Mayor Mahoney 
opened the public hearing 
at 5:01 p.m. on the pro-
posed Property Tax Levy. 
A public hearing notice 
was published in the Daily 
Gate City on March 20, 
2025

COMMENTS: Hinton 
provided an overview of 
the proposed property tax 
levy, including examples 
of the increase in property 
taxes on three proper-
ties. Several citizens 
expressed concerns, 
including Terry Brackels-
berg, Kathleen Belmonti, 
Candice Murrell-Cannon, 
Laysha Winter, Bonnie 
Evans, Zach Benedict, 
Stacey Jones, and Ginger 
Knisley.

• Terry Brackelsberg 
voiced concerns about 
the impact on individuals 
with fixed incomes, partic-
ularly the elderly.

• Kathleen Belmonti 
stated that her property 
taxes have tripled in the 
12 years she has lived in 
Keokuk.

• Candice Murrell-Can-
non expressed frustration 
that the cost of living in 
Keokuk continues to rise 
and noted that her prop-
erty taxes are now higher 
than the principal and 
interest on her mortgage.

• Laysha Winter raised 
concerns about increas-
ing property taxes and 
also mentioned a fallen 
tree on her property.

• Bonnie Evans shared 
concerns about rising tax-
es and insurance costs.

• Zach Benedict urged 
officials to reevaluate the 
increases to ensure they 
remain sustainable for all 
residents.

• Stacey Jones ar-
gued that her property’s 
assessed value does not 
reflect its actual worth. 

She also mentioned 
ongoing sewer issues at 
her residence, stating that 
she is paying taxes on a 
property that is overval-
ued.

• Ginger Knisley, a 
member of the Board of 
Supervisors, emphasized 
the need to ensure that 
citizens can afford to 
remain in their homes. 
She urged the city to 
carefully review its budget 
and assess how spending 
decisions impact property 
taxes.

No further comments 
were received, Mayor Ma-
honey closed the public 
hearing at 5:31 p.m.

Motion made by Till-
man, second by Bryant 
to adjourn the meeting at 
5:31 p.m.

K. A. Mahoney, Mayor
Attest: Celeste El An-

faoui, City Clerk

Lee (319)371.4125
Chuck (319)371.1670
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argue their staff and advisers will not provide candid advice on sensitive matters prior 
to making a decision if their communications later become known by the public.

Whether strong-willed advisers and counselors wilt under such a prospect remains 
debatable. These lawsuits will provide new arguments on the choices between account-
ability and comfortability for government officials.

Critical with these two cases is the emails and documents the governor wants to keep 
secret are communications among her staff that involve decisions that were already 
made.

These were not exchanges that would inform the governor on what positions to take 
in her congressional testimony or whether to exclude the Satanic Temple from the hol-
iday season at the Capitol last December. Instead, the communications involved words 
and deeds the governor already completed.

The communications most likely involved how to spin an issue or put out a firestorm. 
Both touched off embarrassing controversy — or what some would call lousy optics — 
for the governor. 

The Iowa Supreme Court has not needed to decide many cases on the boundaries of 
executive privilege. One of the last decisions, in a case where I and the Iowa Freedom of 
Information Council were plaintiffs, involved the court’s rejection of a claim by Reyn-
olds that the court lacked jurisdiction to decide a public records lawsuit against her. She 
also lost that one on its merits, too.

Further, it is worth noting the Legislature has never carved out a specific exemption 
for the governor’s records since Iowa’s public records laws were first written in 1967. 
And lawmakers adopted exemptions 76 and 77 in April.

Attorney General Brenna Bird’s team wrote in the petition against the Register: “Nar-
row privileges guaranteed by the Iowa Constitution’s Separation-of-Powers Clause are 
vital to ensure that elected officials can speak candidly with senior advisers or constit-
uents without fear of their communications being disclosed. … Without candid advice 
and support it would be impossible for the Governor to do her job.”

The lawsuit asks the Polk County District Court to issue an injunction preventing the 
Register from seeking or securing release of certain documents about the governor’s 
comments during the congressional hearing.

During Reynolds’ testimony, she was part of headline-grabbing exchange about social 
media posts by Michael Flynn and Elon Musk, two of President Donald Trump’s advis-
ers. Flynn claimed Lutheran Services, an extension of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, is a “money-laundering operation” that has received what Musk called 
“illegal payments.”

Representative Raja Krishnamoorthi, an Illinois Democrat, pressed Reynolds on 
whether she believes the Lutheran Church or Lutheran Family Services are mon-
ey-launderers. Reynolds finally said, “I can’t speak to that.”

She tried to take back that comment a few days later, telling reporters in Iowa she 
does not think the money-laundering claims are accurate. The Register sought emails 
that led to that retraction.

Susan Elgin, the attorney for the Register, wrote in a letter to the governor’s staff, 
“For the past 50 years, the Iowa Legislature has had ample opportunity to incorporate 
‘executive privilege’ as a legitimate defense within the open records law. The absence of 
such an amendment unmistakably indicates the Legislature’s intent to exclude this basis 
from the law.”

In the Iowa Atheists and Freethinkers case, the ACLU asks the Polk County court 
to order Reynolds to release state records that her staff has edited or withheld in their 
entirety.

Jason Benell, president of the atheist group, said the organization tries to protect the 
separation of religion and government and the rights of minority groups to equal treat-
ment by government. 

“Iowans deserve to know if the government is intentionally discriminating against 
them, and the current executive in Iowa has shown an unwillingness to respect these 
fundamental rights,” Benell said.

Thomas Story, an ACLU attorney, said: “For more than half a century, the Iowa Open 
Records Act has ensured that the work of the state happens in the open. Now, the gov-
ernor’s office has decided it alone gets to decide what the public sees. The Iowa Consti-
tution does not give it this authority.”

This should concern all Iowans, regardless of their political beliefs.
Lawmakers have made it abundantly clear in the open records law that “free and 

open examination of public records is generally in the public interest even though such 
examination may cause inconvenience or embarrassment to public officials or others.”

They wrote the open records law to cover all persons who, like the governor, are cus-
todians of public documents and information.

They did so to enable the people of Iowa to evaluate the conduct and comments of 
elected officials, even the one living at Terrace Hill.

That becomes difficult when she argues for a radical interpretation of executive privi-
lege and invokes it only when she has something to hide.

Randy Evans is executive director of the Iowa Freedom of Information Council and 
regular contributor to Pen City Current.

EVANS - Continued from Page 1

Iowa legislature hasn’t ‘carved out’ executive privilege

administrative leave. Doty’s resignation was approved at the April 23 board meeting, 
while Troutman’s was approved at the March 12 meeting.

Wykert did say that would be the extent of the information the district will pro-
vide, citing protected personnel information.

According to a statement sent via the app SeeSaw, which is used by the district to 
communicate with district families at the elementary, Fort Madison High School 
co-principal Adrian McKay will handle the principal duties at the elementary for the 
remainder of the year.

The statement directed any inquiries for the remainder of the year to McKay for 
grades 3-6, or Kelsey Steffener, who was installed as assistant principal and is the 
contact for grades PreK-2nd.

LEAVE - Continued from Page 1

Administrators had already resigned
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