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MONTROSE: Mayor, city
considering all options to
deal with nagging MRT
road south of Montrose

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - The city of Mon-
trose is once again having to deal
with what is legitimately a four-
year sink hole.

For the past dozen years or
so heavy rains have caused, at
different times, a portion of the
Mississippi River Road to collapse
towards the Mississippi River. And
the road is elevated so danger defi-
nitely lurks around that corner.

Montrose Mayor Matt Mullins
said Monday that the city is in a
fact-finding stage with regard to
the road, but is also having to deal
with very pressing concerns at the
sewer plant.

Mullins said there are several
broken pieces of equipment at the
sewer plant but it’s still meeting
Department of Natural Resources
and Environmental Protection
Agency benchmarks for water
discharge into the river.

However, the repairs needed at
the sewer treatment plant, were es-
timated at $3 million back in 2019
and Mullins fears those are 25%
to 50% higher now. And trying to

See ROAD, page 8

Courtesy photo
The Mississippi River Road in southern Montrose has collapsed
again. The road fell on April 28 after heavy rains, and city officials
are waiting for information and the settling to stop before it makes a
decision going forward.

Fort Madison Fire-
fighters responded
to a house fire late
Sunday night and
battled the blaze until
early Monday morn-
ing in the 2700 block

COMMENTARY

EMPTY
NEST

By Curt Swarm

Immigrant to
Mayor in
W. Burlington

On July 11 of this year it will be 60 years
since Hans Trousil of West Burlington immi-
grated from Germany to the United States. It
was 1964, he was 11 years old and in the 6th
grade. He had taken two years of English in
Germany, but it was the Queen’s English, where
semi trucks are lorries, the water cooler is a
bubbler, and the bathroom is a water closet.

So he had some adjusting to do, for a lifetime,
actually, as he is still learning new words.

His aunt and uncle had immigrated to the
United States first. Hans’ father was a flight
engineer and mechanic for Lufthansa Airlines.
He had spent some time in Seattle working and
learning about the new Boeing 707. He was a
top notch mechanic and Volkswagen of Ameri-
ca sponsored him and his family, and soon had
him located in Burlington, Iowa at their new
Volkswagen Dealership. To this day Hans still
drives a VW.

The year before they immigrated, on Novem-
ber 22, 1963, John E Kennedy was assassinated.
Hans will never forget his mother running up
the stairway to his bedroom, crying, thinking
that their immigration would be suspended.
Fortunately, immigration was not affected.

At 16, Hans had his first job. He worked at
McDonald’s on Roosevelt Avenue in Burl-
ington. Because he had good math grades in
school, he was put on the cash register where
he knew how to count change back to custom-
ers.

He married his high school sweetheart, Deb-
bie (Deb), who had been Homecoming Queen
twice—junior high and high school. She went

f Aven : .

of Avenue O on to become a nurse, graduating from the first
nurses’ training class at Southeastern Commu-
nity College (SCC). The class is having its 50th
Anniversary this summer. Deb worked at the
hospital for 42 years, and was the school nurse
for 25. Hans worked at a gas station and then

See SWARM, page 8
N T TUE 07 Ma

Business Directory.......coewvvuvumserevriinnnnenes P.6 LCK ROOfING covvvrvvvvvvirrrvririsnnevrisniisnneenns P.5 Pothitakis Law Firm ......cccccccovevvcnerveencnens P.8 Y .

CLASSIFIEDS oevvrvrrserssssssrn Ps.67 | LEE COUNTY NEWS..oomemersrrrne P8 | Pilot Grove Savings Bank.... ..p5 | WED 08 May %faf ff‘?,°°df,f° s”bs“\'be t°day

Fort Colony Family Res P5 | OBITUARIES...cooeessssssmmmmmmsssssses Ps.2-3 | Public NOtCES....ooerrerrerrvrrerererse Ps.6-7 | THU 09 May...... Paid & Free Options Avallable!

FOR THE RECORD.. P.3 « Susan M. Monnier, 71 RonDavoo P2

Fort Madison Family YM P.5 « Marie L. Perrot, 96 Southeast lowa I“wn l“TTEnv

FROM THE FRONT.. P.8 « Sherry E. Pezley Donahue, 74 Regional Medical Center .............cccouuruvucee P2

Fullenkamp Insurance.... P.3 « Sharon K. Sutton, 83 SPORTS Ps 4-5 LUCKY FOR LIFE 05/05

TIOWA NEWS covvervserersssessssssens P3 | OPINION P8 | WeSaySavelt.org P4 | PICK 3 MIDDAY 05/05

Jim Baier, INC.uvueverrenrsrisrisrssissiesssninns P7 Pen City Current.....ccoouvevvuesmerevrirsnnns Ps.2,7 PICK 3 EVENING 05/05

PICK 4 MIDDAY 05/05 397
PICK 4 EVENING 05/05 143



http://WeSaySaveIt.org
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pen-city-current
https://pencitycurrent.creativecirclemedia.com/subscribe/

2 - Pen City Current - Tuesday, May 7, 2024

Obituaries

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES

SUSAN M. MONNIER

Susan Marie Monnier, 71, of Hamilton, Illinois, passed away at 9:02 a.m. Monday, May
6, 2024, at her home in Hamilton.

She was born on February 11, 1953 in Keokuk, Iowa, the daughter of William and Dor-
othea (Weber) Lange. On October 20, 1973, she married David Monnier in
Nauvoo, Illinois, they later divorced.

Susan is survived by two daughters: Lisa Monnier Latham of Hamilton,
Ilinois and Chrissy Monnier of Hamilton, Illinois; one granddaughter,
Kaylee Latham; and one brother, Bernard Lange of Fort Madison, Iowa.
Also surviving are several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; two sisters: Linda Henriksen
and Luella Lange in infancy; two brothers: Robert Lange and Edward
Lange; two sisters-in-law: Carol “Lana” Lange and Mary Lange.

She was a member of Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Nauvoo.

Susan was a devoted mother, grandmother, sister, and friend. She loved caring for her
rescue animals, playing solitaire on her computer, watching birds, flowers, and being close
to the Mississippi River.

A visitation will be held from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday, May 11, 2024, at Schmitz
- Banks & Beals Funeral Home in Nauvoo.

A graveside service will be held following the visitation at Saints Peter and Paul Ceme-
tery in Nauvoo, with Father Tony Trosley as celebrant.

A memorial has been established in her memory for Saints Peter and Paul Catholic
Church. Schmitz - Banks & Beals Funeral Home of Nauvoo is assisting the family with ar-
rangements. Online condolences for the family may be left at www.sbbfuneralhome.com.

MONNIER

SHARON K. SUTTON

Sharon Kay Sutton, 83, of Dallas City, Illinois, passed away at 4:50 a.m. Wednesday,
November 29, 2023 at the Oakview Nursing & Rehabilitation Center in Burlington,
Iowa.

Sharon was born July 26, 1940 in Dallas City, the daughter of Don and Joan (Cur-
tis) Hancock. On August 15, 1959 she married Ron Sutton.

Besides Ron survivors include one daughter: Kelly (Craig) Peters-
en of Burlington, Iowa; two grandchildren: Curt Petersen and Kayla
(Brian) Danielson; three great-grandchildren: Peter, Edward and
David Danielson; two half-sisters: Terry Poston and Jerri Hancock and
several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; a sister and brother-in-
law: Darla and Jerry Newberry and one nephew: Michael Newberry.

Sharon was a 1958 graduate of Dallas City High School. She stayed at home while
her daughter was young. She later worked for the United States Postal Service, where
she retired from. She was an amazing seamstress, an avid reader and a lover of cats.

Cremation has been entrusted to Banks & Beals Funeral Home.

A memorial service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, May 11, 2024 at Banks &
Beals Funeral Home in Dallas City. Interment will follow at Harris Cemetery.

A memorial fund has been established for PAWs Animal Shelter. Memorials may
be left later at the service or sent to the Sharon Sutton Memorial Fund, c¢/o Banks &
Beals Funeral Home, P.O. Box 70, Dallas City, Illinois 62330

To leave an online condolence for family, please visit Sharon’s obituary at bank-

SUTTON

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting
fee.

#HyperlocalSuperFresh

 MARIE L. PERROT

Marie Louise Perrott, 96, of Birkwood Village, Fort Madison, Iowa, passed away at
9:20 a.m. Saturday, May 4, 2024 at the Birkwood Village, Fort Madison, Iowa.

Born December 7, 1927, the daughter of Louis and Bertha (Schlicher) Wagner.

Survivors include a niece and nephews.

Marie was preceded in death by her parents; one brother; and three sisters.

She was a member of the United Church of Christ.

A private family graveside service will be held Tuesday, May 7, 2024 in Evangelical
Cemetery in Donnellson, Iowa.

Schmitz Funeral Home of Donnellson is assisting the family with arrangements.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

gom cyes
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A Reflection of Your Good Health

Your eyes truly are a reflection of your good
health. A lifetime of healthy eyesight starts with
prevention.

-Eating well is key. Green leafy vegetables, fish
high in omega-3 fatty acids, nuts, beans and
citrus fruits all provide the nutrients needed for
healthy eyes.

Next if you are a smoker — QUIT.

-Protect your eyes by wearing sunglasses and
safety eyewear when necessary.

-Avoid eye strain by taking a break from your
computer or phone.

-Finally, visit your eye doctor regularly, especially
if you are over the age of 65, or have a family
history of eye disease.

Dr. Zimmer and Dr. De La Rosa with - Southeast
lowa Regional Medical Center provide the full
range of eye care services, starting with annual
eye exams. They also diagnose diseases of the
eyes, providing the right treatment option for you
which may include surgery. These professionals
are focused on protecting your eyes for a lifetime
of healthy eyesight.
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Fort Madison

Police Report

05/03/24 — 12:00 a.m. — Fort
Madison police arrested Ran-
dall Dean Sommerfeld, 60,
of Fort Madison, in the 5400
block of Avenue O, on charges
of public intoxication and disor-
derly conduct — fight/violence.
He was taken to Lee County
Jail.

05/03/24 — 10:18 a.m. — Fort
Madison police cited Robert
James Young, 26, of Fort Madi-
son, at 10th Street and Avenue
F, on a charge of driving under
suspension.

05/03/24 — 12:01 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to
a report of larceny/theft in the
300 block of Avenue F.

05/03/24 — 12:13 p.m. — Fort
Madison police arrested Jason
Theodore Kokjohn, 43, of Fort
Madison, in the 3000 block of
Avenue O, on a charge of vio-
lation of a domestic no-contact
order. He was taken to Lee
County Jail.

05/03/24 — 2:32 p.m. — Fort
Madison police arrested James
William Higgins, 39, of Fort
Madison, in the 1500 block of
Avenue M, on charges of vio-
lation of a domestic no-contact
order and 3rd degree harass-
ment. He was taken to Lee
County Jail.

05/03/24 — 2:58 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of property damage ac-
cident at 33rd Street and Bluff
Road.

05/03/24 — 2:58 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to
a report of a property damage
accident at 33rd Street and
Bluff Road.

05/03/24 — 11:14 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 5200
block of River Valley Road.

05/04/24 — 1:23 a.m. — Fort
Madison police arrested James
Robert Ates, 43, of Fort Madi-
son, in the 900 block of 2nd
Street, on charge of interfer-
ence with official acts, reckless
driving, and leaving the scene
of a property damage accident.
He was taken to Lee County
Jail.

05/04/24 — 11:44 a.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of a hit & run in the 1700
block of Avenue H.

05/04/24 — 2:23 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of a hit & run in the 400
block of Avenue E.

05/04/24 — 2:30 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to
a report of larceny/theft in the
800 block of Avenue G.

05/04/24 — 5:17 p.m. — Fort
Madison police cited Dale Lee
Heidebreder, Jr., 44, of Fort
Madison, in the 1200 block of
Avenue H, on a charge of 1st
offense trespassing.

05/05/24 - 8:11 a.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 2800
block of Avenue L.

05/05/24 — 9:10 a.m. — Fort
Madison police arrested Mi-

chael Jason Westcott, 42, of
Fort Madison, in the 1200 block
of Avenue E, on a warrant for
failure to appear — theft and
criminal mischief. He was tak-
en to Lee County Jail.

05/05/24 — 9:26 a.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 1200
block of Avenue .

05/05/24 - 9:30 a.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 1200
block of Avenue .

05/05/24 —10:04 a.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 1400
block of Avenue G.

05/05/24 — 10:32 a.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 1000
block of Avenue G.

05/05/24 — 12:46 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 600
block of 3rd Street.

05/05/24 — 2:40 p.m. — Fort
Madison police cited Carrie
Mae Smith, 31, of Fort Madi-
son, in the 1000 block of Ave-
nue F, on a charge of city: theft.

05/05/24 — 4:28 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of a stolen vehicle in the
900 block of Avenue G.

05/05/24 — 5:12 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 800
block of Avenue F.

05/05/24 — 8:57 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 300
block of Avenue G.

05/05/24 - 9:30 p.m. — Fort
Madison police arrested Paul
Edwin Rippenkroeger, 61, of
Fort Madison, in the 1200 block
of Avenue F, on a charge of
sexual exploitation of a minor.
He was taken to Lee County
Jail.

05/06/24 — 7:52 a.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 1800
block of Avenue L.

Keokuk Police Report

05/03/24 — 8:26 a.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 900
block of Fulton Street.

05/03/24 — 11:11 a.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a re-
port of larceny/theft in the 300
block of North Park Drive.

05/03/24 - 11:39 a.m. -
Keokuk police cited and re-
leased Kautious Heaven Nicoi
Braggs, 23, of Keokuk, in the
300 block of North Park Drive,
on a charge of 5th degree theft
less than $300.

05/03/24 — 11:43 a.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a
report of a property damage
accident in the 1600 block of
Main Street.

05/03/24 — 12:58 p.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a
report of a property damage
accident in the 900 block of
Johnson Street Road.

05/03/24 — 6:08 p.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a
report of a burglary in the 200
block of Hillcrest Street.

05/03/24 — 6:10 p.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a
two-vehicle accident at 10th
and Orleans Streets. Accord-
ing to the report, a vehicle driv-
en by James Brice MclLeod,
21, of Keokuk, was traveling
northbound at 10th and Orle-
ans Streets, did not stop at the
stop sign and broadsided a ve-
hicle driven by Carl Frederick
Hausch that was westbound
at 10th and Orleans Streets.
No injuries were reported.
Both vehicles sustained dis-
abling damages and were
towed from the scene. Brice
was cited for failure to stop at
stop sign and failure to provide
security against liability with
accident.

05/03/24 — 6:10 p.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a
report of a property damage
accident in the 900 block of
Orleans Avenue.

05/03/24 — 7:20 p.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a
report of a burglary in the 200
block of Concert Street.

05/03/24 — 7:37 p.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a
report of larceny/theft in the
1700 block of Bank Street.

05/03/24 — 8:13 p.m. — Ke-
okuk police arrested Can-
dace Yvonne Weddle, 30, of
Keokuk, in the 1700 block of
Timea Street, on charges of
2nd degree burglary, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia,
and 5th degree theft less than
$300. She was taken to Lee
County Jail.

05/03/24 — 9:57 p.m. — Ke-
okuk police cited and released
Shawn Kenneth Grand-
bouche, 55, of Keokuk, at
North 14th and Main Streets,
on a charge of driving under
suspension.

05/03/24 — 11:26 p.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a re-
port of a burglary in the 1700
block of Fairlane.

05/04/24 — 2:17 a.m. — Ke-
okuk police cited and released
Grady Evan Fountain, 31,
of Keokuk, at South 5th and
Timea Streets, on a charge of
first offense OWI.

05/04/24 — 10:49 a.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a
report of a property damage
accident in the 300 block of
North Park Drive.

05/04/24 — 10:49 a.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 200
block of Concert Street.

05/04/24 — 2:52 p.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 1400
block of Orleans Avenue.

05/05/24 — 2:11 a.m. — Ke-
okuk police arrested Rita Irene
Gerhardt, 25, of Keokuk, in the
1100 block of Main Street, on
charges of public intoxication
and assault with bodily injury.
She was taken to Lee County
Jail.

05/05/24 — 2:13 a.m. — Ke-
okuk police arrested Abigail
Kate Krask, 22, of Missouri, in
the 1100 block of Main Street,

on a charge of assault with
bodily injury. She was taken to
Lee County Jail.

05/05/24 — 12:10 p.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 200
block of Concert Street.

05/05/24 — 2:45 p.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a re-
port of vandalism in the Keokuk
area.

05/05/24 — 8:39 p.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 200
block of Concert Street.

05/05/24 — 9:43 p.m. — Ke-
okuk police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 1400
block of Orleans Avenue.

Lee County Sheriff Report

05/03/24 — 10:50 a.m. — Lee
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Jesse Virgil Johnson Booth,
32, of Keokuk, at the sheriff’s
office, on a judgment entry/mit-
timus warrant. He was taken to
Lee County Jail and later re-
leased after weekend service.

05/03/24 — 1:44 p.m. — Lee
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Bonnie Sue Land, 49, of Ke-
okuk, at the South Lee County
Courthouse, on a warrant for
violation of probation. She was
taken to Lee County Jail.

05/03/24 — 3:59 p.m. — Lee
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Denise Ann McGinnis, 58,
of Fort Madison, at the North
Lee County Courthouse, on a
judgment entry/mittimus war-
rant and a warrant for voluntary
absence from custody. She
was taken to Lee County Jail.

05/03/24 — 6:00 p.m. — Lee
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Bradlee Kenneth Lovell, 27,
of Kahoka, at the North Lee
County Courthouse, on an ar-
rest of affidavit. He was taken
to Lee County Jail.

05/03/24 — 6:51 p.m. — Lee
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Taylor William Scott, 31, of
Fort Madison, at the sheriff's
office, on a judgment entry/mit-
timus warrant. He was taken to
Lee County Jail and later re-
leased after weekend service.

05/04/24 — Lee County sher-
iff deputies had no activity to
report.

05/05/24 — 8:30 p.m. — Lee
County sheriff deputies re-
sponded to a report of an ATV
accident at 353rd Street and
243rd Avenue. According to
the report, an ATV drive by a
12-year-old male juvenile, of
Keokuk, with a 10-year-old
female passenger, of Keokuk,
lost control, rolled over, and
landed in a ditch. One of the
juveniles sustained significant
injuries and was transported
to Southeast lowa Regional
Medical Center — Fort Madison
by Lee County EMS; the other
juvenile had minor injuries. The
ATV was towed from the scene
and the accident is under in-
vestigation.

Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

SHERRY A. PEZLEY
DONAHUE

Sherry A. Pezley Donahue, 74, of Ft. Madison, IA,
passed away on Monday, May 6, 2024 at 8:45 AM at
the Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center Hospice
House.

She was born on May 17, 1949 in
Keokuk to Walter and Anna Metz Pezley.
Sherry worked at Sheaffer Pen Company
and retired after thirty years of service.
She enjoyed eating food, especially pizza
and sweets. Most of all she loved her
PEZLEY cats.

DONAHUE Survivors include her son, Jeff (Julie)
Platt of Mason City, IA; two sisters, Sandra Parker Wil-
liams of Mt. Pleasant and Dixie (Bill) Fette of Buckeye,
AZ; one brother, Denis (Vicki) Pezley of Palmyra, Mo;
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her
parents and her grandmother Lial Metz.

Per her wishes, cremation has been entrusted to
King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory. The family
will hold a private service with burial in Charleston
Cemetery.

A memorial has been established for PAW Animal
Shelter and online condolences may be left at www.

kinglynk.com.

New bill targets
SENIOT SCAMMErs

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Representative Zach
Nunn (TA-03) today introduced bipartisan legislation to
fight back against scams targeting retirees. The Empower-
ing States to Protect Seniors Against Bad Actors Act, which
is co-led by U.S. Representative Josh Gottheimer (NJ-05),
will combat fraud on social media that targets retirees.

“Ensuring Iowan’s life savings are protected isn't a
partisan matter - it's a matter of right or wrong,” said Rep.
Nunn. “We're fighting back against con artists preying on
retirees. No one should have to worry about financial fraud
during their golden years”

According to the FBI’s 2023 Elder Fraud Report, retirees
had more than $3.4 billion stolen through scams. More
than 100,000 retirees reported that they were victims of
scams, losing a heartbreaking average of $33,915. Tragical-
ly, about 6,000 retirees lost more than $100,000. More than
500 retirees in Iowa reported scams to the FBI.

“I'm sounding the alarm about one of the biggest issues
facing older Americans: senior scams and announcing new
action against social media companies and others to help
crack down on this runaway abuse of Jersey seniors,” said
Rep. Gottheimer. “Scams are one of the first topics that I
hear about when I come to chat with older constituents at
senior centers like this one. Fraudsters are using every trick
in the book — social media, email, and phone — to swin-
dle our seniors out of billions of dollars every year.”

Social media platforms have become major hubs for
fraud and financial exploitation. According to the Federal
Trade Commission, Americans lost $2.7 billion in social
media scams between 2021 and 2023, four times as much
as fraudsters stole in website scams and a billion more than
email scams. The Federal Trade Commission estimates
that one-fourth of all successful scams originate on social
platforms.
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Bloodhound win sets up SEC aitle match Wednesday

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MT. PLEASANT - The Bloodhounds didn’t want to
look ahead to Wednesday’s conference title battle with
Washington, so they had to use their heads in Monday’s
win over Mt. Pleasant.

And senior Maddox Rung did just that as he scored
two minutes into the first half on a header oft a corner
kick from Leif Boeding. The ball came in a little high
and Rung went up on a break to the middle of the box
and diverted the ball with the side of his head into the
back top of the net for a quick 1-0 lead.

The goal set the tone for a game that would be played
mostly on Fort Madison’s side of the pitch save for a
few shots behind the defense that Fort Madison keeper
Conner Gehling was able to contain until the second
half.

Fort Madison would score again about three minutes
later on another shot in the middle for a 2-0 lead.

Mt. Pleasant would then rotate in a new keeper and
held the Bloodhounds scoreless despite eight more
shots in the half. One was another headshot from
Rung, but this time the ball was knocked away and
cleared by the Panther defense.

The Hound defense was putting on a little display of
their own holding Mt. Pleasant to just one shot at the
25:45 mark, a dynamic not lost on Fort Madison Head
Coach Kevin Wellman.

“The biggest thing I liked today at times, and we
weren't really consistent with it, but we had some
really good midfield play with some nice triangles with
midfielders and forwards and we controlled the ball
through the thirds - the defensive third, the middle
third and the attacking third,” he said.

“We're really trying to improve on not just sending
the ball forward and watching our forward run on it
and try to score, but working it up with good posses-
sion and more options. In the first 10 minutes it was
really good. We just have to work on more consistency

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Fort Madison senior Maddox Rung completes
a headshot into the goal in the second half of
the Hounds’ 5-1 win over Mt. Pleasant at East
Lake Park. Rung had two goals in the win.

with that”

The attack paid off again with 4:31 left in the first half
when Mario Gomez Gutierrez worked the ball through
the middle of the Panther defense starting from about
30 feet out zigzagging his way to a shot on goal from
about 12 feet that found the back of the net for a 3-0
lead that held up til halftime.

Mt. Pleasant would pick up a goal just 1:40 into the
second half. A through ball got behind the Hound
defense and a shot that Gehling initially blocked got
loose to his left with the defense trying to catch up. The
Panthers were able to slide the ball into the left with a
Bloodhound diving back into the net trying to slide it
away.

Fort Madison would get that point back when Jacob
Shottenkirk slid a ball in from the right side of the
Hound offense and found Rung again flying in for the
header, his second of the night for a goal and a 4-1 Fort
Madison lead.

“We’re not necessarily known for being a scoring
threat in the air and we kinda were today;, at least early
on. That was nice for him,” Wellman said.

Rung agreed that was not the Hounds’ normal attack
style.

“It’s not how we play. We're not a send-it-and-win-it-
in-the-air kind of team. Those were just great passes.
Leif had a great pass and then Jake had a great pass. I
was just ready to get my head on it,” he said.

Boeding would wrap up the scoring at the 21:01
mark with a shot high into the left center with the Pan-
ther goalie guessing wrong on Boeding’s intentions.

With the win the Hounds improve to 5-1 in South-
east Conference play with one more game left against
Washington on Wednesday at the Baxter Sports Com-
plex with a 3:30 p.m. start time. The Demons are 6-1
in loop play and are 9-2 overall with their only losses
coming in a penalty kick session to Fort Madison back
on April 15, and a 5-0 loss to Muscatine. A win would
give Fort Madison the conference title in head-to-head
play. A loss would prevent the Bloodhounds from
claiming their fourth straight SEC title.

Wellman said he is hoping to get starting forward
Henry Graham back for Wednesday’s affair and pos-
sibly goalkeeper Oliver Santiago. Fort Madison lost
Jamarkus Kline to a season-ending injury early in the
season.

See HOUNDS, page 5
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Above, senior Leif Boeding brings the ball to-
ward the Hounds’ offense in the first half of Fort
Madison’s 5-1 win over Mt. Pleasant Monday.
Below, junior Jacob Shottenkirk pressures the
Panther goal.

For seniors season is

winding down
HOUNDS- Continued from Page 4

“Henry is close, he just was making sure today. He
went through warm-ups and took it easy and decided
just not quite yet. And we could afford to give him a
couple more days,” Wellman said.

Rung said as a senior he’s trying to pull every minute
out of every game and wants to help bring one more
conference title to Fort Madison.

“We want to be conference champs. We've won it the
last three years so I want to win it again. And we don’t
have that many games left and I just want to take in
every moment.”

LLady Hounds get home shutout

PEAKING: Season winding toward
post-season and Fort Madison girls
again hitting their stride at right
time

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison’s offense
was so efficient in Monday’s 7-0 win over Mount
Pleasant, the Bloodhounds were getting help from
everywhere.

Hadley Wolfe had scored her second goal of the
night and coach Carrie Burken yelled out to her,
asking who passed her the ball.

“The other team,” Wolfe yelled back.

That, of course, can’t be considered an assist,
but the Bloodhounds (9-2 overall, 7-2 Southeast
Conference) did have an assist on every other goal
in another crisp night of offense.

“I feel like we know how each person wants the
ball,” said senior Natalie Randolph, who scored
twice. “Some people are better at 1-2 (passes),
some people are better at through balls. So I think
were learning every single game, learning more
and more what we really like, and I think that’s
helping us”

“I think it’s something we emphasize a lot,”
Burken said. “We talk a lot about it all of the time,
and it’s probably the No. 1 thing we practice. And
they’ve been playing together for a long time. Na-
talie and Teagan (Snaadt) have played together for
a long time. Teagan and Hadley have been playing
together for a long time. I just think they have that
connection from playing a lot.”

Wolfe and Snaadt each had two assists. Halle
Menke and Bailey Vaughn each had one.

“We work on (passing) most of the time in prac-
tice,” Randolph said. “You’re not going to outrun

3" ANNUAL STEAK FRY FUNDRAISER
MAY 16™ 2024 | 5:00PM

Bud Light Stockyard | Tri-State Rodeo Grounds
Doors Opens at 5pm | Dinner Served 5:30pm-7:30pm

Advanced Tickets
Available through May 5th!

Purchase your tickets online
or in-person at the

Fort Madison Family YMCA

every team, so getting those connecting passes are
really important.”

The Bloodhounds and Panthers (6-5, 6-4) were
playing for the second time in less than a week
— Fort Madison won 5-2 in last Tuesday’s match
at Mount Pleasant — but this one had a different
tone.

Fort Madison had its match at Washington on
Thursday postponed because of rain, and the
Bloodhounds were ready to play.

“We don’t want any off-days,” Randolph said.
“We constantly want to keep going.”

Wolfe and Snaadt delivered goals within a couple
of minutes of each other early in the match, then
Ellie Hellman scored her first varsity goal at the
26:09 mark to put Fort Madison up 3-0.

That was similar to what the Bloodhounds did
in the earlier match, but this time they didn’t allow
any goals.

“There were some adjustments,” Burken said.
“Just being on a bigger field gave us more space for
our offense. And not giving up a goal like we did
the last time really boosted our confidence.”

“Their field was a lot smaller;” Randolph said.
“So were playing a team on a smaller field, then
playing on a bigger field. So we had more room to
work today”

Randolph opened the scoring in the second half
with a goal off a Snaadt assist 4 Y2 minutes in, then
Wolfe scored just 24 seconds later when the Pan-
thers lost control of the ball, allowing Wolfe to put
in a long shot from the right side.

Reilynn Turnbull scored with 9:19 left to give
Fort Madison a 6-0 lead, then Randolph closed the
scoring with a goal with 3:34 to play.

Fort Madison had 17 shots on goal — Randolph
had eight.

Fort Madison goalkeeper Taylor Johnson posted
her eighth shutout of the season, finishing with
nine saves.

The Bloodhounds close conference play with a
match at Washington on Wednesday:.

Open 7 Days A Week

DAILY SPECIALS

Breakfast All Day
(319) 372-5759

5102 Ave. O, Fort Madison, IA 52627

Contact Tracy
to Schedule Your
COMPLIMENTARY REVIEW

Securities offered through Registered Representatives of Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a Broker-Dealer member FINRA/SIPC.
Advisory services through Cambridge Investment Research Advisors, Inc., a Registered Investment Adviser. Cambridge and Pilot
Grove Investment Services are not affiliated. Insurance and investment products are not FDIC insured, are not a bank deposit, are not
guaranteed by the bank or any Federal Government Agency and may go down in value.

888-283-2263

LEARN MORE >>>



https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/get-started-with-an-advisor
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PUBLIC NOTICE
LEE COUNTY BOARD
OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
MARCH 11, 2024

The Board of Supervi-
sors of Lee County, lowa,
met on Monday, March
11, 2024, at 10:00 a.m., at
the County Administration
Building, 933 Avenue H,
Fort Madison, lowa.

Present: Garry Seyb,
Tom Schulz, Chuck
Holmes, Ron Fedler and
Matt Pflug

All votes are unanimous
unless indicated other-
wise.

The Board opened the
meeting by reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Seyb amended the
agenda adding approval
of a contract with Jerry
and Jeannie Landrum.
Moved by Fedler, second-
ed by Pflug, to approve
the amended agenda.
Motion carried.

Public Input: Tony
Menke, Maple Lane,
continued the discussion
from last week’s meeting
regarding a fee added to
his invoice from a dust
control vendor. He stated
that the extra work that
the County was billing for,
was not being done. Dave
Pranger, 165th Street,

agreed with Menke. Dave
Schevers, Otte Road,
said he never once saw
gravel being applied be-
fore treatment. Charlene
McFerren, 140th Avenue,
said that she applied
dust control then the road
maintainer went over it.
Jim Bethurem, property
owner on Otte Road, said
the rock the County gets
is bad. Road prep is not
being done. Many resi-
dents mow the shoulders
and ditches saving the
County money. Keith
Menke, Otte Road, said
that by applying this treat-
ment, they are actually
saving the County money.
Sean Wright, also of Otte
Road, sent two pictures
of the road. He feels like
they are being punished
for applying the treatment.
Al Nelson, Keokuk, said
the residents in South Lee
are unhappy with gravel
road conditions also.
Moved by Holmes,
seconded by Pflug, to ap-
prove Resolution #2024-
70. Roll call: Holmes-aye,
Pflug-aye, Fedler-aye,
Schulz-aye and Seyb-
aye.

RESOLUTION #2024-70

LEE COUNTY, IOWA
WHEREAS, Lee Coun-
ty is a duly organized

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

municipality in the State
of lowa; and

WHEREAS, Lee Coun-
ty provides services to its
residents and businesses
to maintain an excellent
quality of life and an
environment of prosperity;
and

WHEREAS, Manufac-
turing and healthcare
make up the county’s
largest employers in
number and payroll and
are essential to the Lee
County and southeast
lowa economy; and

WHEREAS, Lee
County has historically
supported economic
development initiatives
through investing into
business attraction and
workforce development
which bolsters the current
and future prospects of
the county; and

WHEREAS, Lee Coun-
ty Economic Develop-
ment Group (LCEDG) has
spearheaded workforce
development efforts to
connect county students
and businesses, includ-
ing formation of the Lee
County Career Center;
and

WHEREAS, South-
east lowa Regional and
Economic Port Authority
(SIREPA) is a partner in
critical economic devel-
opment efforts, including

development of the Lee
County Career Center in
partnership with LCEDG
through ownership of the
building where the Center
is located; and

WHEREAS, Com-
munity Project Funds
are available to support
acquisition, build out and
equipping of career and
technical centers; and

WHEREAS, SIRE-

PA intends to apply for
approximately $2.2 million
of Community Project
Funds through Represen-
tative Miller-Meeks’ office
to complete the buildout
and equipping of the Lee
County Career Center;
and

THEREFORE, BE IT
RESOLVED on this 11th
Day of March, 2024,

The Lee County Su-
pervisors fully support
development of the Lee
County Career Center
and SIREPA's application
for Community Project
Funding for approximately
$2.2 million to build out
and equip the Lee County
Career Center.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Garry
Seyb, Chairman; /s/ Tom
Schulz, Vice-Chair; /s/
Chuck Holmes, Member;
/s/ Matt Pflug, Member
and /s/ Ron Fedler, Mem-
ber. Attest: /s/ Denise

Fraise, Auditor. Motion
carried.

Moved by Pflug,
seconded by Fedler,
to approve a letter of
support to Representative
Mariannette Miller-Meeks
for a Community Project
Funding Application for
pavement replacement of
X32, north of Fort Madi-
son. Motion carried.

Moved by Pflug sec-
onded by Holmes, to
approve a revised Haul
Road Agreement with ITC
Midwest. Motion carried.

Moved by Fedler
seconded by Pflug, to
approve a 28E Agree-
ment with the lowa State
Penitentiary for Food Ser-
vices for the Jail. Motion
carried.

Moved by Fedler,
seconded by Pflug, to
approve funding for the
Keokuk EMS Building
from the General Fund.
Motion carried.

The Board held a
discussion of funding the
Health/EMS Building.
Moved by Pflug, second-
ed by Fedler, to table
action on approval of
funding the Health/EMS
Building. Motion carried.

Moved by Schulz,
seconded by Holmes, to
approve a Budget Amend-
ment for the FY24 Budget
and set the hearing for

Monday, March 25, 2024
at 10:01 a.m. at the Ad-
ministration Building, 933
Avenue H, Fort Madison.
Motion carried.

Moved by Fedler,
seconded by Holmes,
to approve a contract
with Jerry and Jeannie
Landrum for an easement
to the Bridgeport Bridge.
Motion carried.

Moved by Schulz,
seconded by Pflug, to
approve the Consent
Agenda that included
the March 4, 2024 Board
minutes, the claims for
payment and a Tax Abate-
ment Resolution.

RESOLUTION #2024-69

WHEREAS, the Board
of Supervisors of Lee
County has by Ordinance
Number VI-11 adopted
a plan for a County-wide
Urban Revitalization Tax
Exemption District in Lee
County, lowa; and,

WHEREAS, lowa Code
Section 404.4 provides for
prior approval of eligibility
for a tax exemption by
the governing body of the
County;

NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY
THE BOARD OF SU-
PERVISORS OF LEE
COUNTY, IOWA, that
they hereby approve the

General Insects
Termites

Mice
Bed Bugs

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

Residential
Commercial

wwww.cullenpest.com

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent

2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed

inMA, NY or W

State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
ooooooooo

2001574

Life insurance

can be life-
changing

Life won't always go as
planned. That's why there's
life insurance. It can help you
protect your family’s future,
no matter what happens.
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm’

Your Neighborhood Hardware and Rental Store!

1904 Avenue H
Fort Madison

608 S 9th St
Burlington

1405 E Washington St
Mt Pleasant

Visit us online: kempkerstruevalue.com

YYOUR{ONE=STOPISHOP
EORJALIRTHINGSIPRINTING!

Advertising

\inyl Banners

Office Supplies

Large Format Printing
Copy & Digital Services
Business Cards & Forms

Graphic Desian

T-Shirt Printing
Promotional Products
Faxing & Email Senice
Full Service Print Shon
Coffee Mugs & Gift ltems

621Rve G - Fort Madison, IA - 319.372.2721 - doddprinting.com

FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON & SURROUNDING AREA

Never Shiver, Don't Sweat.

Just call

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328

24 Hour Service « FREE Estimates « Servicing All Makes

Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES

application of: Kevin & Jill
Merschman

2098 Hwy 16 West
Point, 1A 52656

For exemption from
taxation according to the
provisions of lowa Code
Section 404.3, §3. Said
applications shall be
forwarded to the Coun-
ty Assessor for review
pursuant to the provisions
of Section 404.5 Code of
lowa.

PASSED AND AP-
PROVED this 11th day of
March 2024.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Garry
Seyb, Chairman; /s/ Tom
Schulz, Vice-Chair; /s/
Chuck Holmes, Member;
/s/ Matt Pflug, Member
and /s/ Ron Fedler, Mem-
ber. Attest: /s/ Denise
Fraise, Auditor. Motion
carried.

Moved by Schulz,
seconded by Pflug, to
approve a step increase
for Dustin Young, Jail
Sergeant, from $27.63/
hr. to $30.13/hr. effective
3/4/24, a reclassifica-
tion for Mark Klesner,
from Safety Director
$79,695.00/annually to
Facilities, Safety and Risk
Management Director
$90,000.00/annually,
effective 3/4/24 and a
position change for Scott
Edwards, from Interim
Maintenance Director
$67,494.39/annually to
Assistant Maintenance
Director $59,553.87/an-
nually. Motion carried.

Received and filed the
Treasurer’s Report of
Fees Collected for the
month of February 2024,
the Sheriff’'s Monthly Re-
port for the month of Feb-
ruary and the Auditor’s
Report of Fees Collected
for the month of February
2024.

Committee Reports:
Holmes reported on a
Pioneer Cemetery Com-
mission meeting. Pflug
reported on a Board of
Health meeting, an em-
ployee Safety Committee
meeting and an Insurance
Committee meeting.

At 11:56 a.m. it was
moved by Fedler, second-
ed by Holmes, to adjourn

the meeting. Motion
carried. The next meeting
will be held on Monday,
March 18, 2024 at 10:00
a.m. at the Administration
Building in Fort Madison.

Garry Seyb, Chairman

Attest: Denise Fraise,
Lee County Auditor

Claims paid
March 11, 2024

Advcd Cretnl Hith, svs
.......................... 12714.45
Airgas USA, splys

All Pro Lawn, svs.. 600.00
Alliant Energy, svs
............................ 7255.67
A Anderson, svs.... 168.00
E Andries, exps......... 5.50
A Burlington, svs... 199.99
Jim Baier, svs ........ 115.92
J Booth, exps............ 1.00
Bnd Tree Med, splys
............................ 2573.12
Brightree Hm Hith, svs
............................ 3368.29
K Burkhardt, exps... 85.60
Comm Lawyers IA, svs
.............................. 285.60
A Cook, exps ........ 173.00
M Cook, exps........ 342.00
CJ Cooper, svs..... 310.00
Culligan, wtr............ 31.49
Democrat Co, publ.. 45.85
L DeFord, exps..... 186.50
Discount Tire, svs..211.90
Donnellson Tire, svs

ES&S, svs......... 16643.88
B Fader, exps ....... 294.50
Fastenal Co, equp

............................... 112.80
Fillenwarth Beach, Idg

............................ 2165.52
Garratt-Callahan, svs

.............................. 750.00
L Gatton, rent........ 300.00
S Gray, svs........... 195.00
J Hall, exps........... 392.50

A Hayes, exps......... 56.00
Home Thrpy Sol, svs

............................ 5061.60
J Hudson, exps....... 95.00
H Huebner, svs....... 40.00
IACCVSO, dues.... 120.00
ICONNECTYOU, svs

IADOT, equp........ 342.56
IA St Pen, meals

Jays Auto, splys...... 60.75
S Jeffries, exps..... 255.00
Jet Gas, fuel ....... 7685.89
JJD Cntrctng Co, svs

............................ 7060.40

J Johnson, exps...... 34.50
T Keefe, exps ....... 195.00
C Kempker, rent.... 100.00
Keo Hsing Athrty, svs
.......................... 13367.80
B KrmrRsbrg, exps

JLandrum, row...... 500.00
LeeCo Phsnts Frvr, splys
............................ 3026.00
Lee Co Treas, fees
........................ 309277.79
LeeCo Treas, costs
.......................... 16709.57
McFarlands, splys... 67.62
MidAmer Enrgy, gas
............................ 1333.88
O Miller, exps........ 487.50
MtHamill Elvtr, splys
.............................. 103.38
L Mullins, exps...... 244.50
NAPA Auto, parts.... 28.98
JJ Nichting, parts.... 83.00
OMG MW, svs

M Park, exps.......... 118.50
R PttrsnRhn, exps .. 38.50
Paul's PImbng, svs

PCC Ambul, svs.. 7270.00
Pen City Current, publ

.............................. 652.50
Pilot Grove Bnk, splys
.............................. 208.00
Prairie Farms, splys
.............................. 166.00
Prvnt Child Abuse, mtrls
.............................. 860.00
PSBA, svs............ 1125.00
Quest Cnstrctn, svs
.............................. 242.00
Rairdens Auto, svs
.............................. 100.00

RicohUSA, splys..... 68.72
RicohUSA, rent....... 99.31
L Roxberg, rent..... 300.00

RSM US, svs.......... 53.29
Safe Life Defense, splys
............................. 1190.70

J Saunders, exps.. 109.00
T Schroeder, exps

Sec/State, splys...... 30.00
ServiceMaster, svs

.......................... 26781.09
C Sestito, exps ....... 40.00
P Settles, exps........ 58.84
SIADSA, svs....... 3610.00
SIMM Assoc, splys

.............................. 371.43
Stericycle, svs......... 70.00
Tim’s Repair, splys

P Tripp, exps......... 362.50
Vertical Comm, svs

West Grp, splys .. 2250.62
West Pt Utility, svs

Wilhite Auto, svs
............................ 3491.00
R Wilkens, svs...... 435.20
Winners Circle, svs

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING MINUTES

The Green Bay Levee
& Drainage District met
at the regular meeting
on Thursday, March 28,
2024 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Heartland Co-op, Wever.
Present were trustees
Rick Kuntz, Mike Walker
and Brandon Bonar and
clerk, Kimberly Spear.
Also present were other
members of the commu-
nity.

All votes are unanimous
unless otherwise indicat-
ed.

Spear read the minutes
from the regular meeting
held on February 29,
2024. Moved by Kuntz,
seconded by Bonar, to
approve the minutes.
Motion carried.

Pat Kaltefleiter gave
the Pump Master report.
The river stage was 8.09.
Moved by Bonar, second-
ed by Kuntz, to accept the
Pump Master Report as
presented. Motion carried.

Plumbing has been
completed regarding the
east motor cooling issue.

Walker updated the
board regarding FEMA
certification. Klinger has
the flow study from 5
years and will review with
the current volume.

Moved by Kuntz,
seconded by Bonar to
approve a quote from

Floor Crafters to purchase

and install new flooring in
the district house. Motion
carried.

Kuntz led a discussion
regarding security cam-
eras. Moved by Kuntz,
seconded by Bonar to
have a company come
look at the property for
location. Motion carried.
A decision will be made
next meeting.

The district has not
received a reimburse-
ment check from Klinger
regarding the Nustar
pipeline.

Moved by Kuntz,
seconded by Bonar to
approve the treasurer’s
report. Motion carried.
Current balances are
$342,145.49 in the Oper-
ating Fund.

At 7:30 p.m. Kuntz
made a motion to adjourn,
seconded by Bonar. Mo-
tion carried.

The next regular
meeting of the Drainage
District will be Thursday,
April 25 at 7 pm.

Respectfully submitted
by Kimberly Spear, Lee
County Auditor’s Office.

YOUR
AD

HERE

Call Lee
319.371.4125

HELP

WANTED

NOW HIRING
(Fort Madison)

General Operator
Job # 238442W

We Offer Competitive Wages
(Up to $34.42/hr.) and
a Comprehensive
Benefits Package
General Operators work a
12-hour rotating schedule
(days and nights).

Apply Online at:
https://careers.dupont.com

Under Search Jobs:
Enter job #238442W
or refine your search
by City (Fort Madison)
for information
and requirements

On-line applications accepted
for a limited time

DuPont is an
Equal Opportunity Employer
DuPont is an E-Verify Employer
DuPont supports the
“I Hire Vets” program

VROOM. VROOM.

Get Pre-Approved in Seconds.

*maybe even faster than this car gets to 60, just sayin’!

www.JimBaier.com

Click here to visit us online now


http://www.JimBaier.com
https://careers.dupont.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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From the Front

Montrose Mayor says city will
have to look at options for road

ROAD - Continued from Page 1

prioritize the sewer repairs with the street repair
is causing some sleepless nights. Especially nights
when it rains.

This time the road collapsed on the night of
April 28, the same night as Central Lee’s and Ke-
okuk’s high school proms. Fortunately, no inju-
ries were reported and the road has, again, been
blocked off from traffic.

“Over the past several years in heavy rains like
we've had, the road will sink. We’ll put up block-
ades, and then when it’s done sinking we put fill
in it and gravel or seal the top to make it passable
again,” the mayor said.

The city had an engineering firm put together
a plan four years ago to solve the issue on a more
permanent basis. Mullin said he didn’t know if the
word “fix” was right or not, but they had a more
comprehensive plan. He said they’ve reached out
to that company again to see if the resolution they
came up with is still viable.

“We’ve reached out to that company to see if
what they recommended then was still something
they would recommend today and what that cost
would be like,” he said.

“We're still waiting to hear back from them on
that”

At Monday’s Lee County Supervisor’s meeting,
Supervisor Matt Pflug mentioned the issue during
his supervisor report.

Pflug said the road is inside Montrose’s city lim-
its and it was a city problem.

Supervisor Chairman Garry Seyb said that was
technically correct, but said the county wants to
be an “information resource” to the city. Seyb has
had several conversations with Mullin, as well as
State Sen. Jeff Reichman and State Rep. Martin
Graber about the stretch of road. He’s also offered
to assist Mullin in making connections with peo-
ple who may have insight into how to get a more
comprehensive solution to the roadway in place.

Mullin said the roadway will remain closed
until the city can determine if it is actively moving
anymore.

He said in the past, the city has fixed the road
with fill and let it go because the road isn’t used by
city residents that much anyway.

“It isn’t that great of a road anyway so we fixed
it in the past and it worked. We would wait til it
quits sinking, fill it up, cover it, and that would be
the plan,” Mullin said.

When the city conducted the engineering study,
the suggested resolution was at a cost of about
$750,000. Mullin said if it’s still viable and the cost
is even $1 million, just coming up with 20% for a

match on a grant would be daunting to a city with
an annual budget of $350,000.

“Even if that is $1 million and we find 80% and
people are fantastic, and happy and everyone’s
coming together, Montrose’s portion is like $200K.
How do we find that money on a $350,000 budget
- and oh, by the way, we need to update this other
infrastructure”

He said the sewer plant is past is useful life, but
is producing acceptable ranges as required by state
and federal regulators.

“The last thing we want to do is wait until it
completely fails and then we would be looking at
astronomical fines and costs to repair,” he said.

“In 2019 that was $3 million and since then
we've been told that price has likely doubled. So
again, if we're able to get grants to cover 80% of
that amount of money, whatever that bond or
loan is for the rest, will be a very big deal, almost
prohibitive”

Mullins said he appreciated Seyb and the coun-
ty’s proactive approach in dealing with the issue.

“I really appreciate them proactively reaching
out and discussing it,” he said.

“Right now people need to know that we are
in the fact-gathering stage and don’t want to rule
anything out or make any promises about what
will or won’t be done. We don’t know if it's done
moving or if the old plan will work. For all we
know it could rain 3 more inches tomorrow and
completely fall”

Montrose currently doesn’t have any debt
service on its property tax so it would have some
bonding authority to borrow for the repairs, but
Mullins said none of that has been officially dis-
cussed at this point.k

Mayor served for
more than 28 years
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J.1. Case for 30 years.

In a round about way, it was because Deb was a nurse that
led Hans to the West Burlington City Council. Nurses wore
white uniforms. Doing laundry, one of her uniforms was
ruined because of West Burlington’s rusty water. Hans was a
volunteer on the WB Fire Department. He was well aware of
the problem of filling fire engines with rusty, scaly water. He
took Deb’s stained uniform to City Hall and asked, politely,
if anything was being done to correct the water problem. He
was told there was not, but it was suggested that he run for
City Council. Hans did and was elected to the city council
on November 4, 1985. The mayor immediately appointed
Hans as Utilities Committee Chair where he began address-
ing and remedying the water quality problem.

After two years on the City Council, Hans ran for mayor.
He was defeated, but two years later, he ran again and won.
He was mayor of West Burlington for 28 years. Mike Sweet,
a well known former reporter and columnist for The Hawk-
eye asked Hans why he wanted to be mayor. Hans thought
about it and said, “Mike, I just wanna be mayor.

Hans was one of the first West Burlington Volunteer Fire-
men to become an EMT. While on the department, three
events stand out: two of Hans’ buddies, who were neighbors
and had families, were killed in a structure fire. The Burl-
ington Northern RR Shop burned, and the ADM Elevator
exploded.

When Hans left his house for the BN Shop fire, he
thought he could feel heat on his back. When he got to the
fire station and pulled out with a fire engine, the whole sky
to his left was orange. He knew it was going to be a long
night.

At 71, Hans Trousil looks back on his life and service
to the community. Being mayor he was on the Executive
Board of the Regional Planning Committee and League
of Cities, and was a member of the Solid Waste Commis-
sion, and Emergency Management. He presented Mayor’s
Awards to outstanding community volunteers. He's still
involved in Regional Planning with Great River Housing
where they restore houses in a four-county area, and build
new ones.

With three children of their own: Andrea, Brian and
Brandon, Hans and Deb found time to host five foreign ex-
change students. They are all doing well. Hans and Deb are
leaving for Savannah, Georgia soon to visit son, Brandon.
Hans and Deb have seven grandchildren. Hans still has a
hard time not saying they are leaving for “holiday””

BTW: Hans became a citizen in 1972. He thinks every
high school student should take the Citizenship Test: Who
is the governor? Who are the representatives and senators?
How many states are there? What form of government do
we have? What are the three branches of government?

Hans is right. We should all be more informed about how
our government works, i.e., what is TIF and how is it used?

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleas-
ant at 319-217-0526, or email him curtswarm@yahoo.com.
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