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Tax hill repeals “Special law”

Add-on to 3.8% flat tax bill would allow consolidation in county

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - A bill that passed both the Iowa House
and Senate before the legislature adjourned early Saturday
morning could permit the Lee County Board of Supervisors
to consolidate court services only.

Senate File 2442, which is the bill that contains legislation
approving a 3.8% flat income tax for the state, also contains
verbiage at new section 17 that repeals what is known as the
Special Law of 1848.

That law was passed 12 years after lowa became a state and

specifically required of Lee County that district court and
clerk of court duties be carried out in both Fort Madison and
Keokuk. The law was specific to Lee County because that was
the only county in the state at the time that had two county
seats, one in each city. A dynamic that exists yet today.

The act also makes no provision regarding location for of-
fices of any of the other county officers or functions. Rather,
the act is focused on the functions of the court services in
Lee County, according to an opinion from the Iowa Attorney
General’s office several years ago.

See COURTHOUSES, page 8

Shot on goal

Fort Madison’s Had-
ley Wolfe (6) fires a
shot on goal toward
the north goal Mon-
day against Keokuk.
The girls’ and boys’
varsity  Bloodhound
soccer teams shut
out the Chiefs at Bax-
ter Sports Complex
in Southeast Confer-
ence action. For more
on the Bloodhounds’
sweep see pages 4
and 5 of today’s edi-
tion.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

FMCSC lands $800K in Career Tech program grants

PCC Staff

FORT MADISON, IA — The Fort
Madison Community School District has
received several grants that will enhance
its Career and Technical Education (CTE)
programs for students. The funds will be
used to provide students with valuable

fields.

industry-recognized credentials to enhance
their career readiness in high-demand

The grants, totaling $158,246.32 in fund-
ing, include the following:

« Hunter Automotive Technologies
Grant: The district received $56,409.65
from Hunter Automotive Technologies to

enable students to acquire industry-recog-

nized credentials. Specifically, the students

will gain hands-on experience in wheel bal-

ancing and tire changing, preparing them

for careers in automotive service and repair.
+ OSHA 10 Certification: Students

See GRANTS, page 5

EMPTY
NEST

By Curt Swarm

All wealth

comes from
the soi1l

I’Ve heard it said that “All wealth
comes from the soil” Sitting in my re-
cliner in our living room (my favorite
place in the house), looking through
the picture window at the fields that
surround us, I believe this statement
to be true. (Thomas Edison even
said it.) I see rich, brown, Iowa soil,
and often times, a BNSF freight train
heading east, loaded with coal, or the
opposite: another BNSF freight train,
heading west, empty, to the coalfields
of Wyoming for refilling. Sometimes
these two behemoth caterpillars
meet: one train fully loaded with coal,
the other empty and hungry. They
scream at each other, saluting, and the
sight and vibration is such a rush, I
rest my head back and marvel at the
power, wealth and tragic beauty. It all
comes from the soil. It is fitting that
the train cars and soil are near the
same sepia brown, one begetting the
other.

From my recliner I can watch the
road and see when the mail arrives, or
when someone pulls in our driveway,
or when some gigantic farm equip-
ment stops on the road, the farmer
talking on his cell phone. I watch the
sunrise from this window. I've seen
a coyote crossing the field, a rooster
pheasant on a morning strut, a hawk
dive bomb a rabbit. You can probably
imagine why this recliner is my favor-
ite writing, reading and napping spot.
The stimulus to my imagination is
powerful and productive. The dreams

See SWARM, page 8
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JENNIE L. SCOTT

Jennie Lee Scott, 83, of Keokuk, passed away on Saturday, April 20, 2024, at her
home in Keokuk.

Jennie was born on November 2, 1940, in Jefferson City, Missouri, the daughter of
Thomas and Vanuida (Gibson) Sinnett. On December 24, 1959, she
was united in marriage to Ron Scott in Jefferson City, Missouri. He
survives.

Jennie attended Trinity United Methodist Church in Keokuk. She
was a talented duplicate Bridge player, attending national tournaments

and becoming a Life Master, one of the highest accolades obtainable.
~ Jennie was an active member of her community for many years. She
was a participant in the Keokuk chapter of League of Women Voters.
She was an enthusiastic advocate for the Torrence Elementary and City Council PTA
and was an active volunteer with the hospital auxiliary. She was the driving force in
bringing Safety Town to Keokuk and was its first director. Jennie was also a lifelong
quilter, in addition to family gifts providing several quilts for community raffles.

Most importantly, she devoted her life to her family. Jennie is survived by her
husband Ron Scott of Keokuk; three children: Susan Elizabeth (Doug) Cline of
Johnston, Iowa, Brian Keith (Kellie) Scott of Ankeny, Iowa, and Sarah Lynn (Adam)
Schultz of Boone, Iowa; her daughter-in-law Catherine Scott of Des Moines, lowa;
seven grandchildren: Mitchell (Kelsey) Cline of Carmel, Indiana, Christopher
(Callie) Cline of Des Moines, Iowa, Jacob (Fiancé Kathryn LeRoy) Scott of West Des
Moines, Iowa, Michael Scott of Ankeny, Matthew Scott of Ankeny, Vincent Schultz
of Boone, and Beatrix Schultz of Boone; and two great-grandchildren: Collins and
Leona Cline of Carmel, Indiana.

Jennie was preceded in death by her son Martin Scott, her parents, her two broth-
ers and a sister.

A private memorial service will be held in Keokuk, with interment at Waveland
Cemetery in Des Moines at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to God’s Way Christian Center in
Keokuk.

Tributes and condolences may be left at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com.

DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk is in charge of arrangements.

PRETIREMENT
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RETIREMENT

Start planning at
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WILLIAM H. MULLAN

William Harrison Mullan, 97, of Fort Madison, Iowa died peacefully Saturday,
April 20, 2024 at his home. He was born January 3, 1927 at Aberdeen, South Dako-
ta, a son of William Earl and Leedice Marian (Olds) Mullan. Upon graduating from
High School in 1945, he entered the U S Navy. He completed 2 years
active duty and 5 years in the Naval Reserve. On May 25, 1949 he
married the love of his life, Frances L. Smith in Ames, Iowa. They were
blessed with four children: Jeri, David, Bill and Lynn. Frances passed
away September 11, 1994. They were married for 45 years.

His oldest son, David, preceded him in death on December 18,
1999. In December of 1995 Bill married, Mary Jane Luegering. She
passed away in 2014. He is survived by his children: William S.
(Shannon) Mullan of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Jeri Mullan-Lee (Davey Lee) of St. Paul,
Minnesota and Lynn Mullan-Marek of Fort Madison; grandchildren: Megan Mul-
lan, Sharmiki, Hannah and Jenna Mullan, and Jack Marek; step-children: Gregory
(Barb) Luegering of Katy, Texas; Susan (Bob) Nutgrass of Indianola, Iowa and Julia
(Duane) Russell of Nebraska City, Nebraska; close friends and care givers, Gloria
Alvarez-Sharpman and Juan Alvarez.

Bill graduated from the Iowa State College in December of 1951 with a BS Degree
in Mechanical Engineering. He was a Licensed Professional Engineer. Most of his
career was spent in the food industry. He retired from the Dial Corporation in 1994,
after being employed there for almost 20 years. Bill was a part of a team during his
employment at Armour Dial that designed, patented and placed in operation the
Vienna Can Filling System that is still operating to this day! Bill often shared, “It de-
pends on who you ask, if I accomplished much or did very little there” Insert laugh.

Bill was definitely a workaholic. He enjoyed volunteering on many boards in the
community. Some of those were the Lee County Conservation Board, FM Board of
Adjustment and Appeals, Airport Commission and the Fort Madison Lion’s Club.
He was a lifetime member of the NRA and served 7 years on the NRA Board of
Directors. Bill volunteered 30 years of his life teaching Hunters Education and Safety
as an instructor both here in Iowa and also in Minnesota. When Bill was not work-
ing or volunteering he spent time with his family, and as well as he enjoyed hunting,
fishing, and rifle and pistol competitions.

Bill's family will greet friends from 9:30 to 10:30 am, Thursday, May 2, 2024 at the
Barr Memorial Chapel, Fort Madison. His memorial service will follow and begin at
10:30 am, Thursday at the Barr Memorial Chapel. Burial will be at Hillcrest Memo-
rial Park Cemetery, Fort Madison. A memorial has been established for Three Rivers
Conservation Foundation and the Southeast Iowa Regional Hospice. Contributions
may be left at Barr Memorial Chapel. Barr Memorial Chapel is honored to serve the
Mullan family and an online guest book may be found at www.barrmemorialchapel.
com.

MULLAN

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting
fee.
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DONNA DelLOZIER

Donna DeLozier, 89, of Hamilton, IL, passed away Sunday, April 14, 2024 at her care-
giver’s home, in Hamilton.

She was born July 11, 1934 in Colusa, IL the daughter of Dorren and Julia Walton
Scanlan. Donna graduated from Colusa High School with the class of
1952.

On November 14, 1954 Donna was united in marriage to George De-
Lozier in Colusa. He preceded her in death on December 11, 2011.

i Donna and her husband owned and operated DeLozier Electric in

Ly ;3! Hamilton, IL.

—— Donna was a member of United Methodist Church of Hamilton, Deer
Run Ladies League and the Red Hat Society. Donna and George were
honored as the 2001-2002 Hamilton High School Athletic Boosters of the Year.

Donna and George enjoyed traveling throughout the United States, including Alaska,
and Europe, and spending winters in Arizona since 1976. They enjoyed watching their
grandchildren’s sporting events and followed their games across the United States.

Donna also enjoyed playing cards and competing in many golf tournaments with
George.

She is survived by two daughters, Becky Summers (Doug) of Hamilton, IL and Bonnie
Sammons (Tim) of Mt. Pleasant, IA, five grandchildren, Zach Summers (Randi), Ben
Summers (Kelsey), Kendall Summers (Carley), Angie Farnsworth (Joel) and Brad Sam-
mons (Erin) and eight great-grandchildren, Blake Summers, Harrison Summers, Addi-
son Summers, Ellison Summers, Abby Farnsworth, Joel Farnsworth and Ellie Sammons
and Sammie Sammons. She is also survived by one sister, Norma Neill of West Point, IL,
two step-sisters, Judy Smith and Donna Cook, one step-brother, Dan Cook, one step-sis-
ter-in-law, Jean Cook and several nieces and nephews.

Besides her husband, she was also preceded in death by her parents, one brother,
Mabhlon, in infancy, her step-mother, Velma Scanlan, step-sister, Barb Bonner and
step-brother, Lanny Cook.

A funeral service will be held at 11 a.m., Saturday April 27, 2024 at the United Method-
ist Church of Hamilton in Hamilton, IL with Pastor Mark Hanson officiating. Burial will
be in the Oakwood Cemetery in Hamilton.

Visitation will be held prior to the service from 9-11 a.m., Saturday, at the church with
family meeting with friends at that time.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the United Methodist Church or Deer
Run Golf Course.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

DeLOZIER

RONNIE G. PENROD

Ronnie George Penrod, 83, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 7:33 p.m. on
Thursday, April 18, 2024 at his home. He was born on November 9, 1940 in Fort
Madison, IA to Lorren & Luella Wilson Penrod. He married Donna J. “D.J” Gregory
on June 16, 1988 in Kahoka, MO. He worked in the paper industry
his whole life, working at Consolidated Packaging and later moving to
Indiana to work for another paper mill. He served in the U.S. Army
during the Vietnam War and loved spending time with his dogs and
training them. He also raised horses when he was younger.

Ronnie is survived by his wife: Donna
“D.J” Gregory Penrod of Fort Madison, IA.
He was preceded in death by his parents and
a daughter, Dawn Penrod.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk

PENROD

Funeral Home & Crematory and no services are planned.
Online condolences to Ronnie’s family may be left at the King-Lynk Funeral Home
& Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.
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DIANNA L. COPPAGE

Dianna Lee Loretta Adam Coppage, 80, of Claremore, Oklahoma passed away
Friday, January 23, 2024 of Parkinson’s disease.

She was born on March 10, 1943 in Ottumwa, Iowa to Joe and Lucille (Specht)
Adam. Dianna grew up in rural Bonaparte, IA with her 11 siblings.

Dianna married Forrest Gregory Coppage on December 11, 1965 at
Sacred Heart Church in Ft. Madison, IA. Dianna enjoyed working as a
school secretary in Ft. Madison and later as an administrative assistant
at American Airlines in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Dianna’s hobbies included cooking, gardening, walking and being
creative in making a comfortable home for her family. She loved
baking cakes for family birthdays and weddings. Dianna shared fun
activities with the kids in her life, from taffy pulling, to scavenger hunts through the
woods. As a skilled homemaker, she always had amazing food cooking and a guest
book for visitors to sign so she could look back and treasure the time spent with
friends and family.

Her biggest pride and joy in life was her family. Dianna thrived on visiting and
supporting her kids and grandkids. She showered them with love and lots of sweets
from her candy dish and purse.

Dianna is survived by her daughters, Deb Coppage and Laura (Wes Rettig) Cop-
page; 8 grandchildren (Luke, Zoe, Evan and Fiona Mahler, Kennedy and Adam Cop-
page, Colin and Logan Rettig); 10 beloved siblings and 5 sibling in-laws; and many
cherished nieces and nephews.

Dianna is preceded in death by her husband of 56 years, Greg Coppage; her son,
Craig Coppage; her parents and her brother, Larry Adam.

Dianna’s family would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to her special friend,
Bunny Patterson, to Ellen and Mark Meek, and to the staff at Grand Haven Retire-
ment Community and Heartland Hospice for the love and care they have given her.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, April 27, 2024 at St.
Boniface Church in Farmington, IA with Father Dan Dorau as celebrant.

!

-

COPPAGE

Burial will be in Calvary Cemetery in West Point, Iowa

After the burial, a luncheon will be served at St. Boniface Church. All are welcome
to attend.

Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with arrangements.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.
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Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Keokuk goalie Kyla Muston (00) goes up to try and block a shot at the
north goal at Baxter Sports Complex Monday evening in a doublehead-
er in Fort Madison. Both the Bloodhounds and the Lady Bloodhounds
shut out the Chiefs in one half of Southeast Conference soccer action.

Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-4882

New-London::;
(319) 367-2311

Mediapolis

West Burlington :
 (319) 394-3255

(319) 753-2515

Lady Hounds pitch another
shutout over Keokuk

RANDOLPH: Se-

nior scores four
goals against
Chiefs for 3rd time

BY JOHN

BOHNENKAMP
PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON - Na-
talie Randolph had four
goals for Fort Madison’s
girls soccer team in
Monday’s 12-0 win over
Keokuk at the Baxter
Sports Complex.

Which wasn't a sur-
prise, because Randolph
has scored a lot against
the Chiefs in her career.

Randolph has scored
four goals in each of her
last three matches against
Keokuk, and her scoring
burst to open this match
set an early tone for the
Bloodhounds (6-1 overall,
4-1 Southeast Confer-
ence).

“I don’t know what it
is, but she likes scoring
against Keokuk,” Fort

9
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Burlington
(319) 7527993

Madison coach Carrie
Burken said. “What she’s
really good at is facilitat-
ing passes. So she starts
the pass, and then she’s
looking for that 1-2 pass,
getting that ball back. You
have to make a good pass
to get the pass back, and
that’s what I think she’s
good at”

“I had really good as-
sists from my teammates,’
Randolph said. “They got
me open looks and got
me in the right positions,
and the 1-2 passes really
helped as well”

Randolph had three
goals in the first 8 % min-
utes to start the Blood-
hounds’ run, then her
fourth goal with 17:18 to
play in the first half gave
Fort Madison an 8-0 lead.

Everyone up front for
the Bloodhounds got
goals. Hadley Wolfe had
three goals, Emma Snaadt
and Kara Lake each had
two goals, and Halle Men-
ke added a goal.

Reilynn Turnbull had
three assists. Wolfe and
Ellie Hellman each had
two, and Randolph, Men-
ke and Olivia Kraus each
had one.

“For a Monday game, I
liked how we were con-
necting passes,” Burken
said. “I thought we did
that well, and that’s why
we were so successful.
And, we were able to
rotate people, and the
level didn’t drop. And we
finished well”

“I feel like we were
really doing good on the

\ §

LCK ROOFING
AND REPAIR
Gutters&More

offensive side, and our
defense held up well”
Randolph said. “We were
connecting our passes
really well”

It was the 11th consec-
utive win for the Blood-
hounds in the series.

Fort Madison still hasn’t
allowed a goal this sea-
son outside of the three
penalty kicks after two
overtimes in the loss to
Burlington on April 11.

Keokuk (1-6, 1-4) had
no offense against the
Bloodhounds — Fort
Madison goalkeeper Tay-
lor Johnson didn’t touch
the ball during the match.

“I think she’s fine with
that,” Burken said, smil-
ing.

The Bloodhounds
hadn’t played since last
Monday’s home win over
Washington — last Thurs-
day’s match at Mount
Pleasant was rained out.

“I liked how we looked,
how sharp we looked. I
was kind of worried about
how we would play;,”
Burken said. “They did a
really good job of focus-
ing, bringing the intensity
that they needed”

Fort Madison will have
back-to-back three-match
weeks, so Burken didn’t
mind this match ended
at halftime because of the
10-goal mercy rule.

“Yeah, not going to
complain about that,” she
said.

“I think it was good for
us, because we're going to
need as much rest as we
can get,” Randolph said.
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Sports/ From the Front

Slow start leads to quick finish as Hounds roll over Keokuk

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON - The simplest explanation to the
slow start for Fort Madison’s boys soccer team on Mon-
day was, well, it was Monday.

And yet the Bloodhounds defeated Keokuk 10-0 in a
match stopped at halftime because of the 10-goal rule.

Fort Madison (6-2 overall, 5-0 Southeast Conference)
scored all of their goals in a 27-minute fury after a
sluggish start in a match that was played at the Baxter
Sports Complex, but the Bloodhounds were the road
team because the Chiefs (0-6, 0-4) are playing their
home matches in Fort Madison while a new field is
installed at Calvert Stadium.

“I would say it takes us forever to get off the bus, but
we drove,” Wellman quipped.

Wellman said he has tried different things to get
his team going, including a change in how the Blood-
hounds go through warmups.

Then again, he said, it might be as simple as the day of

the week.

“They get up early, they go to school, they've stayed
up late on the weekend, they come to practice and
they’ve got nothing left,” he said. “Fridays, they come to

practice and they’re giddy, goofing around a little more.”

Once the Bloodhounds started scoring, though, the
Chiefs didn’t have an answer, much like they haven't
had in this rivalry for a while.

It was the 13th consecutive win for Fort Madison in
the series, with a combined scoring margin of 95-3 in
those matches.

Leif Boeding opened the scoring at the 13-minute
mark, and nine minutes later the Bloodhounds were up
5-0, and the goals kept coming.

Boeding, Jacob Shottenkirk, Henry Graham, and
Mario Gomez each had two goals. Noah Swigart and
Jan de Gracia Hernandez each had a goal. Shottenkirk
and Jackson Haessig each had two assists. Boeding, de
Gracia Hernandez, Xander Lumsden, Maddox Rung,
and Layne Rung each had an assist.

“Once we got going, I liked what I saw;” Wellman said.

“A lot of different guys scored, and I like that”
Wellman credited Keokuk’s defense at the beginning.
“They did a good job,” Wellman said. “Defense should

compact in and make it difficult. And then it took us

a while to spread the ball wide, and that would spread

out their defense a little and give us some space in the

middle. Again, after those first 12 minutes or so, we
started moving the ball around and breaking down
their defense.

The Bloodhounds hadn’t played since last Monday’s
win at Washington. Thursday’s home match against
Mount Pleasant was rained out.

“We didn’t play, and then we didn’t have a place to
go practice, either,;” Wellman said. “So we only got to
practice two times last week. So it was nice to get back
out here. After those first 12 minutes or so, we were
going good”

Fort Madison won the junior varsity match 4-1. Con-
nor Horn had a hat trick, and Jackson Haessig added a
goal. Jonah Santiago had two assists and Mason Over-
berg had one assist.

Grants help
FMCSD CET

programs

GRANTS - Con-

tinued from Page 1

enrolled in CTE fields will
benefit from a grant of
$10,419.98 that will allow
them to obtain OSHA 10
certification for workplace
safety and compliance.

o Snap-on Precision Mea-
surement Instruments and
Hand Tool Identification: A
$51,663.79 grant will sup-
port students in mastering
the use of Snap-on precision
measurement instruments
and hand tools. Students
will learn the importance of
safety and proper usage in
technical fields.

o Beef Quality Assurance:
A $31,498 grant will give
students the opportunity
to gain certification in Beef
Quality Assurance. These
students will enhance their
knowledge of best practices
in animal husbandry and

+LOSS OF SENSATION?
. BALANCE PROBLEMS’

DRUGS ONLY MASK THE SYMPTOMS

DIAGNOSED WITH
NEUROPATHY?

GABAPENTIN OR LYRICA NOT WORKING?
TOLD NOTHING COULD BE DONE?

food safety.

» American Heart Associ-
ation: A $8,264.90 grant will
support students in obtain-
ing caertifications from the
American Heart Association
in life-saving techniques
such as CPR, Basic Life Sup-
port, and First Aid.

“These grants represent a
major investment in our stu-
dents’ futures,” said Dr. Erin
Slater, Superintendent.

“Gaining real-world,
hands-on experience while
still in high school sets up
our students up for suc-
cess in their future careers.
These grants will allow us to
further enhance our existing
CTE courses, providing
students with valuable
credentials that will help
them develop the skills and
knowledge needed to excel
in a variety of fields.”

OUR TREATMENTS CORRECT THE CAUSE

Peripheral neuropathy is a condition that affects nearly 20 million Americans. It usually begins
in the lower legs, feet, and toes. However, over time it can advance into the hands and fingers.
In the past the only treatment available has been oral medications and injections, both of
which have provided little or no relief.

We utilize several safe, effective, and natural therapies that have helped people get relief from
most, if not all of their symptomes...even diabetics. Our treatment program has a high degree
of lasting success as long as nerve damage doesn’t reach critical levels. Usually, once nerve
damage reaches 85% nothing can be done.

Call NOW to schedule a FREE NEUROPATHY SEVERITY EXAM and let one of our doctors

determine how much nerve damage you have and if our treatment program will work for you!

JAMES HEALTHCARE & ASSOCIATES INC.

Now Accepting NEW PATIENTS! ﬂm
Ashley Neuw%gr,- 5\:::" ;azrésl\,ng(ék Kohnke, DC



http://www.JamesHealthcareIowa.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
Special Council Meeting
Minutes
Tuesday,

March 26th, 2024
6:00PM
City Hall

The special meeting
of the Donnellson City
Council was called to
order by Mayor Dave
Ellingboe, with Council
Members Moeller, Wag-
ner & Newton present.
Weber & Marshall were
absent. City staff pres-
ent City Clerk Rebecca
Schau.

Motion by Moeller,
second by Newton to
approve the agenda: all
ayes.

Public Hearing for Pro-
posed Property Tax — No
written or oral comments

There being no other
business to come be-
fore the Council, motion
by Newton, second by
Wagner, Mayor Ellingboe
declared the meeting

adjourned: all ayes.
Dave Ellingboe, Mayor
Attest: Rebecca Schau,
City Clerk

Special Council Meeting
Minutes
Tuesday,

March 26th, 2024
6:05PM
City Hall

The special meeting
of the Donnellson City
Council was called to
order by Mayor Dave
Ellingboe, with Council
Members Moeller, Wag-
ner & Newton present.
Weber & Marshall were
absent. City staff pres-
ent City Clerk Rebecca
Schau.

Motion by Moeller,
second by Wagner to
approve the agenda: all
ayes.

Motion by Wagner,
second by Moeller to set
April 8th 2024 7:30pm at
Donnellson City Office
Building for Public Hear-

ing on approval of FY25
Budget: all ayes.

There being no other
business to come be-
fore the Council, motion
by Wagner, second by
Moeller, Mayor Ellingboe
declared the meeting
adjourned: all ayes.

Dave Ellingboe, Mayor

Attest: Rebecca Schau,

City Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
MINUTES
KEOKUK CITY
COUNCIL MEETING
April 4, 2024
501 Main Street
5:30 P.M.

The City Council of the
City of Keokuk met in

regular session on April 4,

2024, at 501 Main Street.
Mayor Kathie Mahoney
called the meeting to
order at 5:30 p.m. There
were nine council mem-
bers present, none ab-
sent. Carissa Crenshaw
, Tyler Walker, Roslyn

Garcia, Shelley Oltmans,
Devon Dade, Steve An-
drews, Dan Tillman, Rog-
er Bryant, and Michael
Greenwald were pres-
ent. Staff in attendance:
Interim City Administrator
Dave Hinton, City Clerk
Celeste El Anfaoui,
Community Development
Director Pam Broombhall,
Police Chief Zeth Baum,
and Bridge, Cemetery,
Parks, and Sanitation
Manager Bob Weis.

MAYOR’S CORRE-
SPONDENCE: Updated
on efforts to get rural
emergency hospital
opened.

Motion made by Till-
man, second by Bryant
to approve the agenda,
including the consent
agenda.

(9) AYES, (0) NAYS.
Motion carried.

e Minutes of the Regu-
lar City Council meeting
& Council Workshop of
March 21, 2024;

e Minutes of the Safety

Committee meeting of
March 21, 2024;

o RESOLUTION NO.
41-2024: Approving a
Liquor License for Colum-
bian Room of Keokuk,

Showboat Saturday Night,

2981 Plank Road, Class
C Retail Alcohol License
temporary premise trans-
fer — effective April 20-21,
2024, pending dram and
fire inspection;

e RESOLUTION NO.
42-2024: Approving a
Liquor License for The
Cellar, 29 S. 2nd Street,
Class C Retail Alcohol
License with Outdoor
Service — effective April
22, 2024;

e Appointment of Dick
Beaird to the Board of
Trustees of the Keokuk
Municipal Waterworks
fulfilling a vacancy, term
to expire November 1,
2028;

e Motion to pay bills
and transfers listed in

Register No.’s 5397-5398;

Motion made by Dade,

SAV ounsvaEs

BY SAVING OUR MONEY.

Learn how to save for your retirement at WeSaySavelt.org.

\$AV§T

AARP

second by Walker to
approve initial reading of
and Ordinance Amend-
ing Section 2.70 Historic
Preservation Commis-
sion.

Roll Call Vote: AYES
— Crenshaw, Walker,
Garcia, Oltmans, Dade,

HELP

WANTED

LEE COUNTY
SECONDARY ROADS

ROAD
MAINTENANCE
WORKER I

Lee County is taking appli-
cations for a Road Mainte-
nance Worker Il to work at
the Ambrosia Shop. Duties
will include the operation of
light and heavy equipment
and trucks to perform road
maintenance and construc-
tion projects, occasionally
plowing snow, and the per-
formance of manual labor
as required. Requires a high
school graduate or G.E.D.
equivalent and must possess
a valid Class A commercial
driver’s license with air brake
endorsements. The start-
ing wage range is $22.57 to
$27.55.

Lee County provides equal
opportunity in employment
to all persons regardless of
age, race, creed, color, sex,
national origin, religion or dis-
ability.

For a job description and to
apply, download an applica-
tion from our county website,
www.leecounty.org or you
can pick an application up
at the Engineer’s office and
return your completed appli-
cation along with a resume
to Lee County Engineer, P.O.
Box 158, Fort Madison, lowa
52627, or email it to engi-
neer@leecounty.org.  Appli-
cations will be accepted until
4:30 p.m. on Monday, April
29, 2024.

If you have any questions,
please contact Lee County
Engineer Office at (319) 372-
2541 or email them at engi-
neer@leecounty.org.



http://www.WeSaySaveIt.org
http://www.leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com

Pen City Current - Tuesday, April 23, 2024 - 7

Classifieds/Public Notices

PUBLIC

NOTICES

Andrews, Tillman, Bry-
ant, and Greenwald. (9)
AYES, (0) NAYS. Motion
carried.

Motion made by Garcia,
second by Bryant to
waive the second and
third reading of the ordi-
nance.

Roll Call Vote: AYES
— Crenshaw, Walker,
Garcia, Oltmans, Dade,
Andrews, Tillman, Bry-
ant, and Greenwald. (9)
AYES, (0) NAYS. Motion
carried.

Motion made by Garcia,
second by Crenshaw
to adopt and give final
approval of ORDINANCE
NO. 2048: “AMENDING
SECTION 2.70.080 &
2.70.090 DEALING WITH
HISTORIC PRESERVA-
TION COMMISSION.”

Roll Call Vote: AYES
— Crenshaw, Walker,
Garcia, Oltmans, Dade,
Andrews, Tillman, Bry-
ant, and Greenwald. (9)
AYES, (0) NAYS. Motion
carried.

Motion made by Bry-
ant, second by Dade to
approve the following
proposed RESOLUTION
NO. 43-2024: “A RES-
OLUTION ACCEPTING
THE ANNUAL FINAN-
CIAL AUDIT REPORT
FOR FISCAL YEAR END-
ING JUNE 30, 2023.” (9)
AYES, (0) NAYS. Motion
carried.

Motion made by Bryant,
second by Garcia to
approve the following
proposed RESOLUTION
NO. 44-2024: “A RESO-
LUTION AUTHORIZING
ADJUSTMENT IN SEW-
ER CHARGES RELATED

TO FILLING OF SWIM-
MING POOLS.” (9) AYES,
(0) NAYS. Motion carried.

Motion made by Gre-
enwald, second by Dade
to approve the following
proposed RESOLUTION
NO. 45-2024: “A RES-
OLUTION AWARDING
CONTRACT FOR VICTO-
RY PARK PLAYGROUND
EQUIPMENT INSTAL-
LATION.” (9) AYES, (0)
NAYS. Motion carried.

Motion made by Garcia,
second by Bryant to
approve the following
proposed RESOLUTION
NO. 46-2024: “A RESO-
LUTION ALLOWING THE
MAYOR TO ENTER IN
A NON-DISCLOSURE
AGREEMENT WITH KE-
OKUK JUNCTION RAIL-
WAY AND ITS PARENT
COMPANIES.”

(9) AYES, (0) NAYS.
Motion carried.

Motion made by Walker,
second by Garcia to
approve the following
proposed RESOLUTION
NO. 47-2024: “A RES-
OLUTION SETTING A
BID LETTING, PUBLIC
HEARING AND AWARD
OF CONTRACT FOR
SOUTH 18TH STREET
RECONSTRUCTION.” (9)
AYES, (0) NAYS. Motion
carried.

Motion made by Dade,
second by Walker to
approve the following
proposed RESOLUTION
NO. 48-2024: “A RES-
OLUTION APPROVING
AGREEMENT FOR FIRE-
WORKS DISPLAY WITH
J & M DISPLAYS. (9)
AYES, (0) NAYS. Motion
carried.

Motion made by Garcia,
second by Oltmans to
approve the following pro-
posed RESOLUTION NO.
49-2024: “A RESOLU-
TION SETTING A PUB-
LIC HEARING ON THE
FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025
ANNUAL BUDGET.” (9)
AYES, (0) NAYS. Motion
carried.

Motion made by Olt-
mans, second by Dade
to approve the following
proposed RESOLUTION
NO. 50-2024: “A RES-
OLUTION AWARDING
CONTRACT FOR SEIDC
LAUNDRY FACILITY
AND RECTORY RE-
PAIR.” (9) AYES, (0)
NAYS. Motion carried.

Motion made by Garcia,

second by Tillman to
approve the following
proposed RESOLUTION
NO. 51-2024: “A RES-
OLUTION ALLOWING
THE MAYOR TO ENTER
INTO ACONTRACT
WITH COMMAND
FIRE APPARATUS
FOR A 2002 SPARTAN
RESCUE PUMPER IN
THE AMOUNT OF $
72,500.00.” (9) AYES, (0)
AYES. Motion carried.
Motion made by Cren-

shaw, second by Andrews

to approve the following
proposed RESOLUTION
NO. 52-2024: “A RES-
OLUTION SETTING

A PUBLIC HEARING
PROPOSING THE SALE
OF REAL ESTATE AT

1108 FRANKLIN STREET
OWNED BY THE CITY
OF KEOKUK.” (9) AYES,
(0) NAYS. Motion carried.
Motion made by Bryant,
second by Oltmans to
approve the following
proposed RESOLUTION
NO. 53-2024: “A RES-
OLUTION SETTING
A PUBLIC HEARING
APPROVING THE
COMPREHENSIVE
NEIGHBORHOOD REVI-
TALIZATION GRANT AP-
PLICATION.” (9) AYES,
(0) NAYS. Motion carried.
Motion made by Green-
wald, second by Tillman
to approve the resignation
of 1st At Large Council
Person Shelley Oltmans
effective April 19, 2024.

(8) AYES, (1) ABSTAIN
— Oltmans, (0) NAYS.
Motion carried.

Motion made by Cren-
shaw, second by Andrews
to approve filling the 1st
At Large Council Person
seat by appointment. Mo-
tion made by Crenshaw,
second by Greenwald to
amend the election date
to November 2024. (9)
AYES, (0) AYES. Motion
carried.

NEW BUSINESS:
Crenshaw commended
work on the Triangle Park
shelter house.

Motion made by Bryant,
second by Dade to ad-
journ the meeting at 5:55
p.m.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Your Neighborhood Hardware and Rental Store!

KEMPKER’S

ek Vakue

1904 Avenue H
Fort Madison

£ renTaL.

608 S 9th St
Burlington

1405 E Washington St
Mt Pleasant

Visit us online: kempkerstruevalue.com

General Insects
Termites

ull

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

Residential
Commercial

wwww.cullenpest.com

Mice
Bed Bugs
cI?
HEST
LR DAL
“Cause who

needs bugs?”

Sl

No Credit Check

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Patrick Profeta

General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

Low Weekly Payments

www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334

Advertising
Vinyl Banners '
Office Supplies
Large Format Printing
Copy & Digital Services .
Business Cards & Forms |3

Graphic Design
T-Shint Printing
Promotional Products
Faxing & Email Service
Full Service Print Shop
Coffee Muys & Gift ltems

Fax: 319-524-2373

621Ave G - Fort Madison, IA - 319.372.2721 - doddprinting.com

FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON & SURROUNDING AREA

Auto Detailing . Car Wash . Sign Rental

Never Shiver. Dont Sweat.
Surprisingly '
great rates
right around
the corner.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

I'm your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.

|s DRUNK DRI\,lNG Like a good neighbor, JUSt Call
State Farm is there.® Py s Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants Hmtmr Burlington: 319-752-4328

subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

o StateFarmr

All Areas: 877-380-4328

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

24 Hour Service « FREE Estimates « Servicing All Makes

[]4]a%]

A EBl

2001878

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com ¥



https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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From the Front

Supervisor “open” to talks
about one county seat

COURTHOUSES - Continued from Page 1

State Sen. Jeff Reichman said he didn’t know when Governor Reynolds would sign the
bill but he thought that would come rather quickly.

Reichman said the bill resets an out-of-date control to Home Rule.

“The intent was to give them the ability to control their destiny and cut costs. It made
sense back then with travel costs.”

Supervisor Chairman Garry Seyb said there are several supervisors already on record
with what they would want to see happen if the state did repeal the antiquated law.

“I think there are several of us out there on the record, already, as to what we thought if
we were ever given the permission. It appears that we may be given that permission, but
it hasn’t been signed yet

Several supervisors have said closing the North Lee County Courthouse makes the
most sense as the South Lee Courthouse may have the space the 8th Judicial district is
saying it needs to handle the caseload, which has been hinted at three functional jury
court rooms.

County services will still be handled at the Lee County office building on Avenue H,
and in Keokuk.

Tom Schulz said if the bill becomes law it won't place any restrictions on the two-coun-
ty seat situation, but supervisors already have home rule power to create one county seat.

“We still have two county seats and we haven't addressed that,” Schulz said.

The Supervisors can vote on one county seat at any time, but with the requirement in
place that they provide court services in both cities, no issue was put on the agenda for a
supervisor vote.

No law requires that a county’s court services be provided in the county seat, so in the-
ory, the county could have a county seat in one city, but provide court services in another,
a move Seyb said he would welcome a debate on.

“I don’t want to jump ahead, but I would be open to that discussion,” he said.

Seyb said having all this come up in an election year made things a bit more interest-
ing. The proposal to allow a consolidation of court services in Lee County was floated last
year with legislators, but was pulled in the final hours of voting.

This time the move is tied to the 3.8% flat tax legislation, a priority with Governor
Reynolds.

“It got through,” Seyb said when asked what had changed this year.

Reynolds said the bill puts Iowa at the forefront of economic growth.

“When I took office, lowa’s income tax rate was nearly 9 percent—the sixth highest
in the country. Since 2018, I've proposed four tax packages that have delivered historic
income tax cuts and established a flat income tax for every Iowan who pays them; elim-
inated inheritance tax and taxes on retirement income; and reformed the corporate
tax system by gradually reducing the rate from 9.8% to 5.5%.

SIGNS
OF
TD

JDRFZ

DAILY SPECIALS

Breakfast All Day
(319) 372-5759

5102 Ave. O, Fort Madison, 1A 52627

Contact Tracy
to Schedule Your

WARNING '}

i

il Fruity Breath Odor

Soil even gives back in
strawberry-rhubarb pie

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

are incredible.

My friend Chris Hinkle delivered a tractor-bucket load of chicken manure to us.
I told him to dump it in the middle of our garden spot. This gave me incentive to
change the oil in our tractor, mount the tiller (always a chore), and till the garden.

I know it’s early, being the middle of April, but farmers are already planting, so I
trust their judgment. A few years back, there was a major blizzard on April 22. I
remember the date well because it was my former wife’s birthday and we were going
out for dinner. We canceled plans. The snow was so wet and heavy the robins were
water logged and cold, not being able to find food. We opened the garage door and
let them

While tilling I noticed our apple tree was in full, majestic, bloom. Last year,
it didn’t bloom a’tall and we had no apples—they’re the good McIntosh variety
(Macs), the national apple of Canada. I don’t pretend to understand the cycles of
nature, but I do know there is a season for everything, a time of living and a time of
dying, a time of growth and a time of rest.

From the tractor seat I could also see the invasive henbit weed (herb) that is
taking over fields in the Midwest and South, much to the chagrin of farmers who
have to deal with it. It’s a strange plant, edible in salads, or cooked, and can be used
as forage for animals. One of the reasons it spreads so fast is that it can self-polli-
nate, in addition to bee pollination. Many people ask, “What is that reddish-purple
plant we see growing everywhere?” When you tell them it’s “henbit” they say, “Hen
what?”

The rhubarb was also well up, in fact it was going to seed. I trimmed off the seed
pods to aid in the growth of stalk, and called Ginnie. I told her the rhubarb was
ready, and asked if shed make a strawberry-rhubarb pie. She said she would. I told
her the asparagus was also up. Would she like some? “Naw;” she said. “One thing
ata time”

While I was cutting rhubarb, I heard the distant two-note whistle of a Bob White
Quail. I whistled back. It answered. We went back-and-forth like this several
more times. As I was walking to the house, Mr. Bob White appeared in the drive-
way looking for his rival. When he saw me, he skedaddled. Spring has definitely
sprung.

Ginnie’s strawberry-rhubarb pie was delicious. I took a picture of a piece with a
slab of vanilla ice-cream on top, and posted it on Facebook. In a matter of hours
there were over 2,000 “likes” Wealth comes from the soil.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, or
email him curtswarm@yahoo.com. Curt is available for public speaking.

o
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0 Travel out of Southeast lowa Regional Rirport
to Chicago and St. Louis, and beyond
\f =Y with Southern Rirways Express
We understand that in the past, our reliability might have
left you feeling grounded. But now, we’ve taken flight
to new heights of dependabhility and reliability.

With improved reliability, you can hook
your summer travel with absolute confidence.

Headaches
Weight Loss

Blurry Vision
Extreme Thirst
Frequent Unination
Increased Appetite

Use www.iflysouthern.com to buukynurf@hl

with seamless connections with American and United Airlines

Fatigue and Weakness
Rapid Deep Breathing

COMPLIMENTARY REVIEW

Securities offered through Registered Representatives of Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a Broker-Dealer member FINRA/SIPC.
Advisory services through Cambridge Investment Research Advisors, Inc., a Registered Investment Adviser. Cambridge and Pilot
Grove Investment Services are not affiliated. Insurance and investment products are not FDIC insured, are not a bank deposit, are not

guaranteed by the bank or any Federal Government Agency and may go down in value.

Pilot Grove
SaﬂngsBank

888-283-2263

INVESTMENT SERVICES

LEARN MORE >>>
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