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TSR lowa's Qustanding event

TOURISM AWARD: Tri-State Rodeo joins Harvestville Farms in those honored

I

Courtesy image

Representatives of the Tri State Rodeo are presented the Outstanding Event award at the lowa Tourism

Conference last week in Des Moines.

Submitted article

FORT MADISON — The Iowa Tourism Office presented 24
awards recognizing excellence in the tourism industry during
the 2024 Iowa Tourism Conference last week in Des Moines.

“These awards recognize the hard work and dedication of
our tourism industry partners and the appeal of Iowa as a
destination,” said Amy Zeigler, state tourism office manager.
“We look forward to building on the positive momentum for
continued success in 2024

Awards, divided into metro and rural distinctions, were
made in 13 categories. Local winners were the Tri-State Ro-
deo and Harvestville Farm.

Outstanding Event

Tri-State Rodeo, Fort Madison (Rural)

| “We are so proud of our local winners,” said Chi Eastin,
Fort Madison tourism director. “Last year’s 75th Tri-State Ro-
deo was an excellent event from the fantastic weather to the

See TOURISM, page 2

LEE COUNTY

Keokuk man convicted on felony sex charges

LEE COUNTY - On March 27,

Sly also plead guilty to five

fender Registration requirements.

2024, Matthew Wayne Sly, 30, of
Keokuk, plead guilty as charged to
Enticing a Minor Under 16 for Sex-
ual Purposes, a Class D Felony pun-
ishable by up to five years within the
Iowa Department of Corrections.

charges of Phone Dissemination

of Obscene Material to Minors, an
aggravated misdemeanor, each pun-
ishable of up to two years within the
Iowa Department of Corrections.
These offenses also carry Sex Of-

According to court affidavits,
from August 24, 2023 through
August 28, 2023, Sly did entice and
arrange to meet a person he reason-

See GUILTY, page 2

FM NEWS
City partners

embark on

new visioning
o FM Partners, FMAAA, and

city begin collaboration to
plan for next 10 years

PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - Community
partners including the Fort Madison
Partners, City of Fort Madison, and
Fort Madison Area Arts Association are
kicking off a communitywide effort to
develop a 10-year vision and new strate-
gic plan for Fort Madison entitled ‘Find
your Fort Madison’

A strategic planning team has been
formed to manage and oversee the
process. The visioning and planning
process will involve extensive public
input through a questionnaire, a com-
munity event, and small
group interviews to ensure
a vision and strategic plan
are developed that reflect
the needs of our commu-
nity.

The strategic planning
team is currently seek-
ing your opinions through an online
questionnaire available at http://tinyurl.
com/FtMad2024. For those unable to
complete the questionnaire online, hard
copies will be made available at the Fort
Madison Library and the Newberry
Center.

“As the city continues to grow and
evolve, it is crucial to have a clear vision
in place to guide its development and
ensure its long-term success’, said Tim
Gobble, Executive Director Fort Madi-
son Partners.

“By taking the time to create an up-
dated visioning plan, Fort Madison can
proactively address challenges, lever-
age opportunities, and build a vibrant
community that meets the needs of its
diverse population. It fosters collab-
oration, innovation, and sustainable
growth that will benefit current and

See SURVEY, page 3
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FM, Keokuk tourism officials
working with Travel lowa

TOURISM - Continued from Page 1

great performers and contestants. It was a record breaking year where everything just
came together. The Rodeo Operating Committee truly deserved this award.”

Outstanding Retail Experience

Harvestville Farm, Donnellson (Rural)

“This was Harvestville Farm’s second year in a row for winning at the conference.
They have found their niche and strive to bring a unique farm experience to their
visitors,” said Eastin.

Eastin has also won at this conference in 2022, being awarded Outstanding Mar-
keting Collaboration for work with the Lake Cooper Loop (Metro), Outstanding
Lodging Property for the Kingsley Inn (Metro) and Fort Madison as the Outstanding
Community (Metro). “Southeast Iowa has made a huge name for itself at the Iowa
Tourism Conference in the last 3 years and we’re not slowing down. Travel Iowa has
urged us to “Think Big” and that’s exactly what we are doing in the Fort Madison
Tourism office”

The Fort Madison and Keokuk Tourism offices are working with Travel Iowa to
promote area museums, retail, hotels, rental properties, campgrounds and events by
adding those listings to their website. Annually, two million people visit the Travel
Iowa website, traveliowa.com. “We want to make sure that southeast Iowa is utilizing
the free services that the state office is offering so please create your free listing and
promote your business!”

Find more information on free marketing with Travel Iowa at https://industrypart-
ners.traveliowa.com/free-marketing/ or by contacting Chi Eastin at the Fort Madison
Tourism office. tourism@fortmadison.com.
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OBITUARIES

VERNA L. LEININGER

Verna Louise Leininger, 84, of Fort Madison, Iowa died Monday, March 25, 2024
at the West Point Care Center, West Point, lowa. She was born September 4, 1939 in
Iowa, a daughter of Walter and Opal (Still) Corsbie.

She earned a scholarship and attended the University of Iowa, where
she studied home economics. She was a talented seamstress, and start-
ed her career at Interiors Unlimited making custom drapes. She soon
began her own business, making custom drapes for other businesses
in the area as well. Verna was a wonderful cook. She worked at the
Kensington for 10 years becoming affectionately known as the Pie Lady.
Verna was an avid gardener, taking great pride in growing and con-
tinuing her father’s heirloom tomato line. She enjoyed “saving” plants
destined for the compost pile. She was a member of Our Savior Lutheran Church.

She is survived by five children: Suzanne Boak of Orrville, Ohio; Kathleen (Tom)
Holtkamp of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa; Steven (Mary) Leininger of Sterling, Ohio; Michael
(Theresa) Leininger of Seville, Ohio; Lisa (Russ) Holtkamp of West Point, Iowa; two
sisters: Judy Johnston of Belton, Missouri; Jane Sugars of Fort Madison, Iowa; eleven
grandchildren: Adam Hanzie, Josh (Jill) Hanzie, Lauren Boak (Zach Myers), Jor-
dan (Deidre) Holtkamp, Derek (Karli) Holtkamp, Zach Leininger, Austin (Jordan)
Leininger, Justin Leininger (Rilee Koprivec), Jessica (Phil) Cordova, Jacob Holtkamp
(Megan Tarmichael) and Nick Holtkamp (Maddy Gooden); six great grandchildren:
Lucas and Ava Hanzie, Hayden and Dawson Holtkamp, Flynn and Vivian Holtkamp;
brothers-in-law, Frank (Melanie) Leininger of Franklin, Iowa and David (Kathy)
Leininger of Wooster, Ohio, several nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death
by her parents, one grandson Joseph Leininger, and one brother-in-law Samuel “Dick”
Johnston.

Her family will greet friends from 9:30 - 11:00 am Saturday, April 6, 2024 at the Barr
Memorial Chapel, where a celebration of her life will follow and begin at 11:00 am at
the funeral home. Burial will be at Hillcrest Memorial Park Cemetery, Fort Madison.
A memorial has been established, contributions may be made at the Barr Memorial
Chapel. Barr Memorial Chapel is honored to serve the Leininger family and an online
guest book may be found at www.barrmemorialchapel.com.

LEININGER

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting
fee.

Sly pleads guilty on six counts

GUILTY - Continued from Page 1
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ably believed to be a 14-year-old mi-
nor with the intention of committing
an illegal sex act on said person.
During this time
period, Sly also sent
| obscene materials and
videos to the person be-
| lieved to be a 14-year-
old minor. Jury trial
commenced on March
SLY 26, 2024, and after one
day of evidence pre-
sented by the Lee County Attorney’s
Office, the defendant plead guilty

to all six counts with no sentencing
concessions being made.

The incident was investigated by
the Des Moines County Sheriff’s
Office, and the case was prosecuted
by the Lee County Attorney.

The Lee County Sherift’s Office,
Keokuk Police Department and the
Fort Madison Police Department
assisted with the investigation and
arrest.

Sentencing is being held on May
20,, at the Lee County Courthouse in
Keokuk.
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Jobless benefits now funneled
through ID.me verification

DES MOINES - Iowa Workforce Development (IWD) has announced a success-
ful testing period for ID.me, the new identity verification method used in the state’s
unemployment system.

As previously announced, ID.me will become the requirement for all claimants
starting April 1, 2024, improving the process for securely verifying the identity of
Iowans who file for unemployment benefits.

Since January 2, 2024, over 21,000 claimants have successfully used ID.me when
filing a claim with IWD (through online self-service, video chat, or in-person veri-
fication options). Over 96 percent of participating claimants were able to complete
verification on their first attempt and in less than five minutes on average. Since
January, the use of ID.me has also already helped IWD identify and halt over 1,200
fraudulent attempts to obtain benefits.

ID.me is the next-generation digital identity network that simplifies how individ-
uals securely prove and share their identity online. ID.me’s identity verification solu-
tion is certified against federal digital identity standards and is being used by Iowans
to prove their identity when filing an initial or weekly unemployment claim.

“Our goal at Iowa Workforce Development is to help ease the path to reemploy-
ment for Jowans who have lost their job, and central to that goal is having a respon-
sive and modernized system. ID.me has already enhanced our ability to verify claims
safely and securely for the Iowans who need them, while also helping us remain
a good steward of the UT trust fund,” said Beth Townsend, Executive Director of
Iowa Workforce Development. “We look forward to expanding the use of ID.me to
improve claims processing times and strengthen our ability to stop fraud attempts
earlier in the process”

While filing for unemployment, claimants are prompted to use ID.me to verify
their identity. The addition of ID.me streamlines the overall claims process and cuts
down on additional verification steps that previously occurred after a claim was
filed.

IWD will continue to provide three verification options for ID.me to improve
accessibility and offer claimants the choice to find the best verification option that
works for them.

Visit this link to learn about the three options for using ID.me (Online Self-Ser-
vice, Video Chat Agent, In-person Verification).

The in-person verification option for ID.me is available at all local lowaWORKS
offices and is intended for claimants who do not have a personal mobile device,
laptop or computer.

For security reasons, claimants will also be asked to log into their ID.me account
each week they are filing a claim. (However, claimants only need to complete the
first-time identity verification process once during their benefits cycle; after that,
they simply log back in).

Claimants can visit this link to learn more about the identity verification process
when filing for benefits. In rare cases where claimants do not possess a device (mo-
bile phone, laptop, tablet, etc.), and do not possess government-issued identification,
IWD will work with them on an alternative method for verification. However, IWD
anticipates the vast majority of claimants will be able to successfully use ID.me, as
they are today.
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Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Fort Madison Bloodhound football players Henry Morris, left, and
Teague Smith, right, signed letters to play college football Tuesday
evening. Morris is headed to Wartburg College, while Smith is headed
to University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh.

Community survey open until April 15

SURVEY - Continued from Page 1

future generations.”

Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld said visioning is creating a better future
today.

“Investing in an updated visioning plan is not just about planning for to-
morrow, Mohrfeld said. “It’s about shaping the future of Fort Madison today.
Together, we can create a city that thrives, inspires, and embodies the values of
progress and prosperity. Let’s envision a brighter tomorrow for Fort Madison”

The partnering groups are working with the Institute for Decision Making
(IDM) at the University of Northern Iowa to facilitate the planning process.
IDM has a 37-year track record of providing hands-on community and econom-
ic development planning with communities and organizations across the state.

The survey will be open through April 15th.
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Education News/ Classifieds

Keokuk schools to add green
space, equipment to playgrounds
WASHINGTON: District to spruce up Elementary

KEOKUK - The Keokuk School Board approved bids at the March 25 meeting to
update to age-appropriate playground equipment and add green space to the outside
of George Washington Elementary. The updates are in preparation for the move of
kindergarten and first grade to GW and fourth and fifth grades to Hawthorne Ele-
mentary.

“The playground vendor came down and walked the space and it is exciting that
the original apparatus will be able to remain in place with just some age appropriate
modifications,” Dr. Kathy Dinger, KCSD superintendent, said.

The Keokuk Community School District met with vendors to create a plan to
convert the existing playground equipment and add a side-by-side slide, tot rock
climber, critter puzzle panel and more, as well as remove the asphalt lot, clear the
area, level with dirt and seed the area for grass.

“We are very excited to be able to make these improvements to offer a safe, fun
outdoor learning space,” Meghan Davis, 2023-24 Hawthorne and Torrence principal
and 2024-25 GW and Torrence principal, said. “The staff is looking forward to more
of a family atmosphere for our littlest chiefs”

The move was decided to address space limitations at GW and was announced at
the Feb. 5 board meeting. The reconfiguration will help the district maximize the
space that is available, but will not increase taxes. A staff committee continues to
work on the planned moves to make it a smooth transition.

Follow Us @pencitycurrent
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KHS student takes 2nd in
Welding tech challenge

KEOKUK, Iowa - Keokuk High School student Kash Elston won second place in
the Welding Tech Stick Skills Challenge at the Southeast Iowa Skills Throwdown
hosted by Southeastern Community College on March 22 at the West Burlington

campus.

To compete, Elson had to read and follow blueprints to make finished pieces by
stick welding. There were points awarded for proper welds and visual appearance of

finished pieces.

Several KHS students participated and additional Throwdown categories included
Auto Tech Pit Crew Challenge, Computer Aided Design Autodesk Battle, Construc-
tion Tech Blueprint Build-out and Machining Measurement & Re-Engineering.
Participants were also able to network with trades and industry representatives.

Welding is part of the Career and Technical Education program at KHS, and stu-
dents can take Welding I and Welding Capstone/Engineering from instructor Katie
Geltz. Students also participate in the Industrial Tech Club.

Kash Elston, KHS
student, won second
place in the Weld-
ing Tech Stick Skills
Challenge at the
Southeast lowa Skills
Throwdown hosted
by Southeastern
Community College
on March 22 at the
West Burlington
campus.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING MINUTES
LEE COUNTY BOARD
OF SUPERVISORS
JANUARY 29, 2024

The Board of Supervi-
sors of Lee County, lowa,
met on Monday, January
29, 2024, at 10:00 a.m.,
at the County Administra-
tion Building, 933 Avenue
H, Fort Madison, lowa.

Present: Garry Seyb,
Tom Schulz, Chuck
Holmes, and Ron Fedler

Absent: Matt Pflug

All votes are unanimous
unless indicated other-
wise.

The Board opened the
meeting by reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Holmes,
seconded by Fedler, to
approve the agenda.
Motion carried.

Public Input: Sheriff
Stacy Weber updated the
board regarding the re-
cent blizzard and the lowa
State Patrol. Ted Stein
was present to discuss
the lowa Fertilizer plant.

Moved by Holmes,
seconded by Schulz, to
approve a request for air
travel for 2 Health De-
partment staff members
to attend a conference in
Atlanta. Motion carried.

Moved by Holmes, sec-
onded by Fedler, to ap-
prove Resolution #2024-

42. Roll call: Holmes-aye,
Fedler-aye, Schulz-aye
and Seyb-aye.

RESOLUTION 2024-42

LEE COUNTY EN-
GINEER’S OFFICE
SECONDARY ROAD
DEPARTMENT POLI-
CY AND PROCEDURE
MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: USE OF
RIGHT OF WAY FOR
UTILITIES/TILE LINE
ACCOMODATION

EFFECTIVE: JANUARY
29, 2024

Section 318.8 of the
Code of lowa states that
a permit be issued for any
work performed in the
right-of-way of a public
highway. Application for
approval of any under-
ground construction on
Lee County Secondary
Roads must be made
through the County
Engineer’s office and the
following policy and pro-
cedures shall apply:

1. The utility owner shall
apply for a Right of Way
(R.O.W.) Utilities/Tile Line
Accommaodation Permit
from the Lee County
Engineer.

2. The fully completed
permit application must
include a drawing or plan
sheet of the proposed
underground construction
and shall include at a
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minimum the location of
the utility, a clear legend,
legible and adequate
dimensions, all drainage
structures within the vicin-
ity of the utility (including
culverts), and a realistic
design that reflects actual
site conditions.

3. The County Engineer
will review the application
and site and determine if
the design is realistic in
reference to actual site
conditions and determine
if there are any clear zone
or safety issues with the
design.

Upon approval of the
application, the Utility Per-
mit will be issued by the
County Engineer contin-
gent upon the applicant’s
agreement to pay the
following costs:

a. Length of the in-
stalled utility within Coun-
ty R.O.W. will be charged
at $50 per mile of utility (a
minimum fee of $50 will
apply if under a mile in
length)

b. Each Road crossing
will be charged a $50 fee

c. Each field review by
the Engineer or his repre-
sentative in excess of the
first field visit upon receipt
of the application shall be
charged a $50 fee in the
event location plans are
not adequate per number
2.

4. Hold Harmless. A
copy of a certificate of
insurance naming Lee
County as an additional
insured for the permit
work or proof of self-insur-
ance shall be provided to
the County Engineer prior
to installation. The mini-
mum limits of liability un-
der the insurance policy
or proof of self-insurance
shall be $1,000,000.

5. Non-Conforming
Work. The County Engi-
neer may halt the instal-
lation at any time if the
applicant’s work does not
meet the requirements set
forth in this Utility Permit.

6. The location, con-
struction and mainte-
nance of the utility/tile
line installation covered
by this application shall
be in accordance with all

county, state, and federal
laws; franchise rules and
regulations; regulations
and directives of the lowa
State Commerce Com-
mission, Utilities Division;
the Department of Water,
Air and Waste Man-
agement; all rules and
regulations of Lee County
and any other laws or
regulations applicable or
which may be hereinafter
enacted.

7. Construction sign-
ing shall comply with
the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices.
Flagging operations are
the responsibility of the
permit holder. The original
placement of signs and
removal on completion of
the work shall be accom-
plished by the permit
holder.

8. The applicant shall
use above ground
reference markers in
the R.O.W. boundary to
locate all above ground
appurtenances and to
locate line and changes
in alignment. All markers
shall be conspicuous
and not less than 48” tall.
Markers shall be main-
tained in good repair and
clear of vegetation by the
applicant.

9. All tile locations
encountered during con-
struction shall be protect-
ed in accordance with
[.LA.C. 199-9.2(479).

10. No underground
utility lines shall cross
over a driveway or cross-
road drainage structure.

11. Ajoint assessment
of the road surfacing may
be made by the applicant
and the County Engineer
both before and after con-
struction. After construc-
tion, granular surfacing
shall be added to the road
at the applicant’s cost, if
necessary, to restore the
road to its original condi-
tion.

12. Areas within the
R.O.W. damaged by
the installation shall be
repaired and restored to
at least its former condi-
tion by the applicant or
the cost of the repair work
caused to be performed

by the County will be
assessed against the
applicant.

13. Areas disturbed
during construction which
create an erosion prob-
lem shall be solved by
the applicant in a manner
approved by the County
engineer.

14. The permit holder
shall be fully responsible
for any future adjustments
of its facilities within the
established highway
right-of-way caused by
highway construction or
maintenance operations
by Lee County irrespec-
tive of whether or not
additional right of-way
is acquired in connec-
tion with such highway
improvement. The permit
holder agrees to do this
promptly on order by the
Board of Supervisors. If
the permit holder is un-
able to comply promptly,
the County may cause the
work to be done, and the
permit holder will pay the
cost thereof upon receipt
of statement.

15. The County will en-
deavor to give the permit
holder sufficient notice of
any proposed construc-
tion or maintenance work,
on either existing or newly
acquired right-of-way, that
Is likely to expose, cover
up, or disturb its facility, in
order that the permit hold-
er may arrange to protect
its lines. The County will
inform contractors, and
others working on the job,
of the location of the lines
so that reasonable care
may be taken to avoid
damaging the lines. The
County assumes no re-
sponsibility, however, for
failure to give such notice.

16. The permit holder
shall take all reasonable
precautions during the
construction and mainte-
nance of said installation
to protect and safeguard
the lives and property of
the traveling public and
adjacent property owners
and shall save the County
harmless of any damage
or losses that may be
sustained by the traveling
public or maintenance

operations.

17.

The permit holder
agrees to give the Coun-
ty forty-eight (48) hours
notice of intention to
start construction on the
highway right-of-way.
Said notice shall be made
in writing to the County
Engineer.

18. The permit holder
shall be responsible for
any damage that may
result to said highway
because of the construc-
tion operation or main-
tenance of said facility
and shall reimburse the
County any expenditure
that the County may
have to m ak e o n said
highway because of said
Permit Holder’s facility
having been constructed,
operated and maintained
thereon.

19. The permit holder
shall indemnify and save
harmless the County from
any and all causes of
action, suits at law or in
equity, or losses, damag-
es, claims, or demands,
and from any and all
liability and expenses of
whatsoever nature for, on
account of, or due to the
acts or omissions of said
Permit Holder’s officers,
members, agents, repre-
sentatives, contractors,
employees or assigns
arising out of or in con-
nection with its (or their)

use or occupancy of the
public highway under this
permit.

20. Non-compliance
with any of the terms of
the County policy, per-
mit or agreement, may
be considered cause for
shutdown of utility/tile line
construction operations
or withholding of reloca-
tion reimbursement until
compliance is assured, or
revocation of the permit.
The cost of any work
caused to be performed
by the County In removal
of non-complying con-
struction will be assessed
against the permit holder.

NOW, THEREFORE,
LET IT BE RESOLVED,
that the Lee County
Board of Supervisors
hereby approves the
Driveway and Entrances
Policy for the Lee County
Secondary Road Depart-
ment:

Dated at Lee County,
lowa, this 29th day of
January 2024.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Garry
Seyb, Chairman; /s/ Tom
Schulz, Vice-Chair; /s/
Chuck Holmes, Member
and /s/ Ron Fedler, Mem-
ber. Attest: /s/ Denise
Fraise, Auditor. Motion
carried.

Moved by Schulz,
seconded by Holmes to
award the bid for the Ke-
okuk Ambulance building

to Schickedanz Con-
struction in the amount
of $1,064,000.00. Motion
carried. Discussion on
financing was tabled.
Moved by Fedler,
seconded by Holmes,
to approve the Consent
Agenda that included the
January 22, 2024 Board
minutes, the claims for
payment and ten Tax
Abatement Resolutions.
Roll call: Fedler-aye,
Holmes-aye, Schulz-aye
and Seyb-aye. Motion
carried.

RESOLUTION # 2024-35

WHEREAS, the Board
of Supervisors of Lee
County has by Ordinance
Number VI-11 adopted
a plan for a County-wide
Urban Revitalization Tax
Exemption District in Lee
County, lowa; and,

WHEREAS, lowa Code
Section 404.4 provides for
prior approval of eligibility
for a tax exemption by
the governing body of the
County;

NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY
THE BOARD OF SU-
PERVISORS OF LEE
COUNTY, IOWA, that
they hereby approve the
application of: Ryan and
Elisha Krebill 1639 Prim-
rose Road Donnellson 1A
52625

For exemption from

VROOM. VROOM.
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taxation according to the
provisions of lowa Code
Section 404.3, §3. Said
applications shall be
forwarded to the Coun-

ty Assessor for review
pursuant to the provisions
of Section 404.5 Code of
lowa.

PASSED AND AP-
PROVED this 29th day of
January, 2024.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Garry
Seyb, Chairman; /s/ Tom
Schulz, Vice-Chair; /s/
Chuck Holmes, Member
and /s/ Ron Fedler, Mem-
ber. Attest: /s/ Denise
Fraise, Auditor. Motion
carried.

RESOLUTION # 2024-36

WHEREAS, the Board
of Supervisors of Lee
County has by Ordinance
Number VI-11 adopted
a plan for a County-wide
Urban Revitalization Tax
Exemption District in Lee
County, lowa; and,

WHEREAS, lowa Code
Section 404.4 provides for
prior approval of eligibility
for a tax exemption by
the governing body of the
County;

NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY
THE BOARD OF SU-
PERVISORS OF LEE
COUNTY, IOWA, that
they hereby approve the
application of: Dale and
Cheryl Enger 1777 Lost
Creek Road Wever IA
52658

For exemption from
taxation according to the
provisions of lowa Code
Section 404.3, §3. Said
applications shall be
forwarded to the Coun-
ty Assessor for review
pursuant to the provisions
of Section 404.5 Code of
lowa.

PASSED AND AP-
PROVED this 29th day of
January, 2024.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Garry
Seyb, Chairman; /s/ Tom
Schulz, Vice-Chair; /s/

Place your ad
online 24/7

Chuck Holmes, Member
and /s/ Ron Fedler, Mem-
ber. Attest: /s/ Denise
Fraise, Auditor. Motion
carried.

RESOLUTION # 2024-37

WHEREAS, the Board
of Supervisors of Lee
County has by Ordinance
Number VI-11 adopted
a plan for a County-wide
Urban Revitalization Tax
Exemption District in Lee
County, lowa; and,

WHEREAS, lowa Code
Section 404.4 provides for
prior approval of eligibility
for a tax exemption by
the governing body of the
County;

NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY
THE BOARD OF SU-
PERVISORS OF LEE
COUNTY, IOWA, that
they hereby approve the
application of: Martin and
Grettel Munford 30616
Hawk Drive Farmington
IA 52626

For exemption from
taxation according to the
provisions of lowa Code
Section 404.3, §3. Said
applications shall be
forwarded to the Coun-
ty Assessor for review
pursuant to the provisions
of Section 404.5 Code of
lowa.

PASSED AND AP-
PROVED this 29th day of
January, 2024.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Garry
Seyb, Chairman; /s/ Tom
Schulz, Vice-Chair; /s/
Chuck Holmes, Member
and /s/ Ron Fedler, Mem-
ber. Attest: /s/ Denise
Fraise, Auditor. Motion
carried.

RESOLUTION # 2024-38

WHEREAS, the Board
of Supervisors of Lee
County has by Ordinance
Number VI-11 adopted
a plan for a County-wide
Urban Revitalization Tax
Exemption District in Lee
County, lowa; and,

WHEREAS, lowa Code
Section 404.4 provides for
prior approval of eligibility
for a tax exemption by
the governing body of the

County;

NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY
THE BOARD OF SU-
PERVISORS OF LEE
COUNTY, IOWA, that
they hereby approve the
application of: Taylor De-
velopment 3533 Hwy 218
Keokuk IA 52632

For exemption from
taxation according to the
provisions of lowa Code
Section 404.3, §3. Said
applications shall be
forwarded to the Coun-
ty Assessor for review
pursuant to the provisions
of Section 404.5 Code of
lowa.

PASSED AND AP-
PROVED this 29th day of
January, 2024.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Garry
Seyb, Chairman; /s/ Tom
Schulz, Vice-Chair; /s/
Chuck Holmes, Member
and /s/ Ron Fedler, Mem-
ber. Attest: /s/ Denise
Fraise, Auditor. Motion
carried.

RESOLUTION # 2024-39

WHEREAS, the Board
of Supervisors of Lee
County has by Ordinance
Number VI-11 adopted
a plan for a County-wide
Urban Revitalization Tax
Exemption District in Lee
County, lowa; and,

WHEREAS, lowa Code
Section 404.4 provides for
prior approval of eligibility
for a tax exemption by
the governing body of the
County;

NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY
THE BOARD OF SU-
PERVISORS OF LEE
COUNTY, IOWA, that
they hereby approve the
application of: Patrick
and Susan Pickford 1384
Lakeview Drive Wever IA
52658

For exemption from
taxation according to the
provisions of lowa Code
Section 404.3, §3. Said
applications shall be
forwarded to the Coun-
ty Assessor for review
pursuant to the provisions
of Section 404.5 Code of
lowa.

PASSED AND AP-

PROVED this 29th day of
January, 2024.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Garry
Seyb, Chairman; /s/ Tom
Schulz, Vice-Chair; /s/
Chuck Holmes, Member
and /s/ Ron Fedler, Mem-
ber. Attest: /s/ Denise
Fraise, Auditor. Motion
carried.

RESOLUTION # 2024-40

WHEREAS, the Board
of Supervisors of Lee
County has by Ordinance
Number VI-11 adopted
a plan for a County-wide
Urban Revitalization Tax
Exemption District in Lee
County, lowa; and,

WHEREAS, lowa Code
Section 404.4 provides for
prior approval of eligibility
for a tax exemption by
the governing body of the
County;

NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY
THE BOARD OF SU-
PERVISORS OF LEE
COUNTY, IOWA, that
they hereby approve the
application of: William Jr
and Kaci Stewart 2217
48th Street Fort Madison
IA 52627

For exemption from
taxation according to the
provisions of lowa Code
Section 404.3, §3. Said
applications shall be
forwarded to the Coun-
ty Assessor for review
pursuant to the provisions
of Section 404.5 Code of
lowa.

PASSED AND AP-
PROVED this 29th day of
January, 2024.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Garry
Seyb, Chairman; /s/ Tom
Schulz, Vice-Chair; /s/
Chuck Holmes, Member
and /s/ Ron Fedler, Mem-
ber. Attest: /s/ Denise
Fraise, Auditor. Motion
carried.

RESOLUTION # 2024-41

WHEREAS, the Board
of Supervisors of Lee
County has by Ordinance
Number VI-11 adopted
a plan for a County-wide
Urban Revitalization Tax
Exemption District in Lee

County, lowa; and,

WHEREAS, lowa Code
Section 404.4 provides for
prior approval of eligibility
for a tax exemption by
the governing body of the
County;

NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY
THE BOARD OF SU-
PERVISORS OF LEE
COUNTY, IOWA, that
they hereby approve the
application of: Robert and
Mariellis Hasenclever
3207 180th Street Fort
Madison IA 52627

For exemption from
taxation according to the
provisions of lowa Code
Section 404.3, §3. Said
applications shall be
forwarded to the Coun-
ty Assessor for review
pursuant to the provisions
of Section 404.5 Code of
lowa.

PASSED AND AP-
PROVED this 29th day of
January, 2024.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Garry
Seyb, Chairman; /s/ Tom
Schulz, Vice-Chair; /s/
Chuck Holmes, Member
and /s/ Ron Fedler, Mem-
ber. Attest: /s/ Denise
Fraise, Auditor. Motion
carried.

RESOLUTION # 2024-43

WHEREAS, the Board
of Supervisors of Lee
County has by Ordinance
Number VI-11 adopted
a plan for a County-wide
Urban Revitalization Tax
Exemption District in Lee
County, lowa; and,

WHEREAS, lowa Code
Section 404.4 provides for
prior approval of eligibility
for a tax exemption by
the governing body of the
County;

NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY
THE BOARD OF SU-
PERVISORS OF LEE
COUNTY, IOWA, that
they hereby approve
the application of: Ames
Business Group LLC
2200 River Road Keokuk
IA 52632

For exemption from
taxation according to the
provisions of lowa Code
Section 404.3, §3. Said

applications shall be
forwarded to the Coun-

ty Assessor for review
pursuant to the provisions
of Section 404.5 Code of
lowa.

PASSED AND AP-
PROVED this 29th day of
January, 2024.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Garry
Seyb, Chairman; /s/ Tom
Schulz, Vice-Chair; /s/
Chuck Holmes, Member
and /s/ Ron Fedler, Mem-
ber. Attest: /s/ Denise
Fraise, Auditor. Motion
carried.

RESOLUTION # 2024-44

WHEREAS, the Board
of Supervisors of Lee
County has by Ordinance
Number VI-11 adopted
a plan for a County-wide
Urban Revitalization Tax
Exemption District in Lee
County, lowa; and,

WHEREAS, lowa Code
Section 404.4 provides for
prior approval of eligibility
for a tax exemption by
the governing body of the
County;

NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY
THE BOARD OF SU-
PERVISORS OF LEE
COUNTY, IOWA, that
they hereby approve the
application of: Braden
Glasscock 2375 320th
Street Keokuk 1A 52632

For exemption from
taxation according to the
provisions of lowa Code
Section 404.3, §3. Said
applications shall be
forwarded to the Coun-
ty Assessor for review
pursuant to the provisions
of Section 404.5 Code of
lowa.

PASSED AND AP-
PROVED this 29th day of
January, 2024.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Garry
Seyb, Chairman; /s/ Tom
Schulz, Vice-Chair; /s/
Chuck Holmes, Member
and /s/ Ron Fedler, Mem-
ber. Attest: /s/ Denise
Fraise, Auditor. Motion
carried.

RESOLUTION # 2024-45

WHEREAS, the Board
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of Supervisors of Lee
County has by Ordinance
Number VI-11 adopted

a plan for a County-wide
Urban Revitalization Tax
Exemption District in Lee
County, lowa; and,

WHEREAS, lowa Code
Section 404.4 provides for
prior approval of eligibility
for a tax exemption by
the governing body of the
County;

NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY
THE BOARD OF SU-
PERVISORS OF LEE
COUNTY, IOWA, that
they hereby approve the
application of: Douglas
Gruener 1857 Otte Road
Fort Madison IA 52627

For exemption from
taxation according to the
provisions of lowa Code
Section 404.3, §3. Said
applications shall be
forwarded to the Coun-
ty Assessor for review
pursuant to the provisions
of Section 404.5 Code of
lowa.

PASSED AND AP-
PROVED this 29th day of

BU

January, 2024.

Lee County Board of
Supervisors /s/ Garry
Seyb, Chairman; /s/ Tom
Schulz, Vice-Chair; /s/
Chuck Holmes, Member
and /s/ Ron Fedler, Mem-
ber. Attest: /s/ Denise
Fraise, Auditor. Motion
carried.

Committee Reports:
Holmes reported on a
Workforce Development
Disability Meeting and a
401k Committee Meeting.
Fedler reported on the
Assessor and EMA bud-
get meeting and a Lee
County Cattleman’s As-
sociation Meeting. Seyb
reported on the SEIRPC
board meeting and a
Farm Bureau meeting.

At 11:10 a.m. it was
moved by Holmes, sec-
onded by Fedler, to ad-
journ the meeting. Motion
carried. The next meeting
will be held on Monday,
February 5, 2024 at 10:00
a.m. at the Administration
Building in Fort Madison.

Garry Seyb, Chairman

Attest: Denise Fraise,

SIN
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Randolph return to frontline gives Hounds options

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
PCC Sports

FORT MADISON - The offense of Fort Madison’s girls soccer team put up plenty
of goals last season, and that was without one of the Bloodhounds’ best offensive
players from 2022.

The return of senior Natalie Randolph from a knee injury that kept her out last
season means the Bloodhounds have a lot of offensive options to build on an 11-6
season that included a trip to the regional final.

The Bloodhounds had four or more goals in five of their wins last season, and they
figure to have more of a potent offense this season.

Randolph had 19 goals in 2022, and now she’s back on a front line that includes
sophomore Hadley Wolfe (21 goals in 2023), junior Teagan Snaadt (20 goals last
season, 16 goals in 2022) and sophomore Halle Menke (three goals, team-high 11
assists last season).

“We have two 20-goal scorers back from last season and now we add Natalie back
into that mix,” coach Carrie Burken said. “They all have different strengths, so that
will make it harder for the defense. The defense will have to adjust to different types
of goal scorers. So with that many different options, it will be harder for the defense
to focus on just one player”

The key, Burken said, will be the four getting accustomed to being together on the
field.

“Natalie’s played with Teagan before, but hasn’t with Hadley and Halle,” Burken
said. “So getting them used to playing together is important.”

Burken has an experienced group, even with the loss of Camille Kruse and Laura
Mehmert, who graduated. Mary Kate Bendlage and Taegan Denning, two starters
from last season as juniors, aren't playing this season.

“We have pretty much everyone back from last season,” Burken said. “Some people
will have the same role as last year, so there’s an easy transition. But some people will
be in different positions, maybe some different responsibilities.

“We have six seniors, which is good, but we also have a lot of freshmen, which
is nice. We're bringing in a lot of athleticism and talent, and that’s exciting because
they’ll get to develop with the seniors”

Randolph isn’t the only player coming back from a knee injury. Irelynd Sargent,
who started 15 matches in 2022, also returns after missing last season and will be a
key part of the Bloodhounds’ defense.

“Obviously, coming back from an ACL injury, it can make you a little tentative,”
Burken said. “But they haven't looked that way. They both missed last season, so

Courtesy photo

The 2024 Fort Madison Lady Bloodhound girls soccer team.

they’re ready to be back. They’re hungry.

“Irelynd, it’s important to have her back for defensive stability, just to have an
experienced person back there. Natalie is another goal scorer and she has a lot of
experience as well”

Taylor Johnson is back at goalkeeper. The senior had 109 saves last season, and
eight of the Bloodhounds’ wins were shutouts.

“I think it’s helpful to know that she’s back there,” Burken said of Johnson. “Every-
body loves that she’s back there, because they know she’s going to make stops. She’s
so good back there”

Burken likes the blend of experienced players.

“I think what’s exciting is were starting to see some of the younger players, the
juniors, start to step into some of those leadership roles, and really help out the
younger players,” she said. “I like the mix of this team?”

Pella’s Van Kooten takes reins at State Historical Society

DES MOINES - Valerie Van Kooten of Pella has
been named the new administrator of the State Histor-
ical Society of Iowa, beginning April 5.

“We are very excited to have Valerie joining the
State Historical Society of Iowa in this leadership role,”
said Adam Steen, director of the Iowa Department of
Administrative Services, which oversees the histori-
cal society. “Her experience and record of high-level
achievement will be major assets as the historical
society continues its dual mission of preservation and
education into the future”

“I am immensely humbled to take the reins of the
State Historical Society of Iowa, as I have loved this
institution since I was a little girl,” Van Kooten said. “I
am grateful for growing up in a very history-orient-
ed family, which gave me a love for our state and the
knowledge that Iowa’s history must be preserved and

historic sites.”

more.

promoted. I look forward to working with the dedi-
cated staff at the museum, archives and library, and

Van Kooten comes to the historical society with a
wealth of experience in Iowa history, historic preser-
vation, capital campaigns, executive leadership and

Currently, she is the owner and founder of Van Koo-
ten Grant Consulting, working with clients to identify
and fulfill needs, sustainability and funding sources
while crafting and advising about grant applications.

Previously, she served as the executive director
of Pella Historical Museums where she spearhead-
ed a capital campaign that raised $2.7 million in 13
months, and renovated the Scholte House and Gar-
dens, the Boyhood Home of Wyatt Earp and many
features in the Historical Village. She has also worked

in public relations at Rolscreen Company (now Pella
Corporation), and taught technical writing and histo-
ry at Central College before becoming Central’s grant
writer.

In addition, Van Kooten has considerable experi-
ence in membership, grants and donation programs.
She served on the Iowa Economic Development Au-
thority’s Enhance Iowa Committee for four years; was
chairperson of the Community Attraction & Tourism
committee; served on the State Association for the
Preservation of Iowa Cemeteries grants committee;
and is chair of the Marion County Pioneer Cemetery
Commission. She also was a Humanities Iowa speaker
for nearly 20 years, giving presentations about wom-
en’s fashion in Iowa, 1850-2000.

Van Kooten is a graduate of Iowa State University
with a bachelor’s degree in Journalism/Mass Commu-
nications and has taken journalism master’s degree
classes at Drake University. She also holds a Grant
Professional Certification (one of only 475 in the
United States).

She lives in Pella with her husband, Kent, and has 3
sons and 4 grandchildren.
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