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Man airlifted after collision

BIKE AND SUV:  Fort Madison Police investigating incident at 15th and Avenue M

What were 
they thinking?

COMMENTARY

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – An early Wednesday evening accident 
has sent one man to a regional hospital.

First responders were dispatched to the intersection of 
15th Street and Avenue M at about 6:45 p.m. for a bicyclist 
who had been struck by a dark-colored Ford SUV.

According to witnesses, the SUV was headed westbound 
and believe the vehicle struck the bicyclist, who was travel-
ing through the intersection. One witness said the sun could 
have been a factor with visibility.

People in the area administered first aid on the scene, in-
cluding applying a tourniquet to stop blood loss.

AirEvac was called to the scene and landed on the street 
between the intersection and the Rail Yard. Lee County EMS 
crews treated the man at the scene and then he was taken by 
gurney to the helicopter where he was airlifted to a regional 
hospital.

The man was riding a bicycle and was towing a bicycle 
trailer with gear inside. Police cordoned off the intersection 
following the incident and it remains under investigation.

Fort Madison Police, Lee County EMS, Fort Madison Fire 
& Rescue, and AirEvac responded to the incident.

OLD FORT PLAYERS
Opal Is A Diamond - for offering a special Thursday show

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – It may have been 
delayed a little due to unforeseen circum-
stances, but the Old Fort Players 2024 
excursion with Opal is something to see.

The show was canceled last weekend 

due to some last minute crew issues, but if 
Tuesday’s dress rehearsal was any indica-
tion, the show is something to see.

OFP brings back the affable Opal Kro-
nkie, this time to pull the rug out from 
under an unscrupulous politician named 
after a vacuum cleaner….because he may 
just suck.

Hector Bissell prays on the innocence 
of voters, but at the urging of some close 
friends gathered at Opal’s home at the 
edge of the city, Opal may just put her 
name on a ballot to pull the plug on 
Bissell’s antics. But the seasoned politician 

What were they thinking? That is a 
question I ask myself a lot lately.

Those were the first words out of 
my mouth when the Manhattan dis-
trict attorney had to postpone Donald 
Trump’s New York criminal trial on the 
alleged hush-money payments to porn 
star Stormy Daniels — the delay ne-
cessitated because government lawyers 
had dropped the ball.

I muttered those words during sev-
eral days of court hearings in Georgia 
into Atlanta prosecutor Fani Willis’ 
affair with a subordinate prosecutor — 
the one she chose to lead the criminal 
case against Trump and a dozen other 
defendants for trying to undo that 
state’s 2020 presidential election results.

And those words come to mind about 
bills the Iowa Legislature is considering 
that would affect criminal cases like 
those brought against state universi-
ty athletes for their online wagers on 
sporting events.

What were these government officials 
thinking? That is an excellent question 
in these cases.

In New York City, Trump’s trial in 
state court was scheduled to start 
March 25. But the date went out the 
window when Manhattan District 
Attorney Alvin Bragg announced the 
federal government, after a year’s delay, 
finally handed over 100,000 pages of 
potential evidence to Trump’s defense 
lawyers.

What were the federal attorneys 
thinking? They know the rules of “dis-
covery,” the obligation of prosecutors 
to turn over potentially exculpatory 
materials to a criminal defendant. They 
knew the nation is watching the New 
York case against Trump like hawks. 
And they surely knew any attempt to 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

AirEvac personnel take off just east of the intersection at 15th Street and Avenue M following a bike vs. 
SUV collision at the intersection. An area man was airlifted to a regional hospital as a result of the acci-
dent. The bicycle lays in the foreground near where it was struck.

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBE
THU 21 Mar.................................................. Scattered Flurries, 46º F/ 35º F
FRI 22 Mar ................................................................. Rain Likely, 51º F/ 25º F
SAT 23 Mar .........................................................Cold & Sunny, 45º F/ 29º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 03/19 ............................................... 2 5 19 26 38, Lucky Ball: 6
MEGA MILLIONS 03/19 ....................24 46 49 62 66, Mega Ball: 7 Megaplier: 2
PICK 3 MIDDAY 03/19...................................................................................... 3 7 6
PICK 3 EVENING 03/19 ....................................................................................2 1 4
PICK 4 MIDDAY 03/19 .................................................................................. 0 8 9 1
PICK 4 EVENING 03/19 ................................................................................ 8 1 0 5

See EVANS, page 6See PLAY, page 4
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OBITUARIES

DAVID L. RALPH
David Lawrence “Larry” Ralph, 68, of Nauvoo, Illinois, passed away at 9:25 a.m. 

Monday, March 18, 2024, at his home.
 He was born on August 17, 1955, in Modesta, California, the son of William Ken-

neth and Geneva Ann (Gilbert) Ralph. On April 21, 1974, he married 
Betty Diane Metternich at the Christ Lutheran Church in Nauvoo. She 
preceded him in death on December 28, 2021.

 He is survived by his five sons: Chris (Jill) Ralph of Nauvoo, Illinois, 
Ben (Stephanie) Ralph of Niota, Illinois, Nathan (Lindsey De Pew) 
Ralph of Belleville, Illinois, Kenny (Tosha Sedore) Ralph of Colusa, 
Illinois, James (Rianna) Ralph of Nauvoo, Illinois; grandchildren: 
Brandon, Felicia, Abigail, Sydney, Libby, Liam, Aster, Langston, Em-

erson, Laynee, Carson, Madelyn; sister: Kathy Lee McIntyre of Centerville, Tennes-
see; brothers: Gary (Brenda) Ralph of Nauvoo, Illinois, Glen Dale Ralph of Nauvoo, 
Illinois and Kenneth Wayne Ralph of Detroit, Michigan. Also surviving are several 
nieces and nephews.

 He was preceded in death by his parents and wife: Betty.
 Larry was a 1973 graduate of Nauvoo High School. He was member of Nauvoo 

Living Hope Church. He was the director of Fellowship of the Carpenter. Larry lived 
to serve the Lord and shared his love for others through Fellowship of the Carpenter. 
He and Betty went on several mission trips for over twenty years. He enjoyed fishing 
and spending time with his family, especially his grandchildren.

His body has been entrusted to Schmitz - Banks & Beals Funeral Home of Nauvoo 
for cremation.

A Gathering of Remembrance will be held from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday, 
March 23, 2024, at the Nauvoo Living Hope Church.

 A memorial has been established in his memory for Fellowship of the Carpenter.
Schmitz - Banks & Beals Funeral Home of Nauvoo is assisting the family with ar-

rangements. On-line condolences to the family may be left at www.sbbfuneral home.
com.

RALPH

For the Record
Fort Madison Police Report
03/19/24 – 6:35 p.m. – Fort Mad-

ison police arrested Matthew Jay 
Wells, 23, of Davenport, in the 4600 
block of Avenue J, on charges of 
2nd degree harassment, 1st degree 
harassment, public intoxication, and 
interference with official acts. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.

03/19/24 – 8:56 p.m. – Fort Madi-
son police arrested Ashley Lynn Mc-
Ghee, 37, of Kahoka, in the 800 block 
of Avenue E, on a warrant for 5th 
degree theft. She was taken to Lee 
County Jail.

Keokuk Police Report
03/19/24 – 11:22 a.m. – Keokuk 

police responded to a report of a 
property damage accident in the 2100 
block of Main Street.

03/19/24 – 11:22 a.m. – Keokuk 
police responded to a two-vehicle ac-
cident in the 2100 block of Main Street. 
According to the report, a vehicle driv-
en by David L. Perkins, 62, of Nauvoo, 
was traveling westbound in the 2100 
block of Main Street when an unidenti-
fied male walked in front of the vehicle, 
causing it to slam on its brakes and be 
rear-ended by a vehicle driven by Cole 
M. Tripp, 25, of Keokuk, who was also 
traveling westbound in the 2100 block 
of Main Street. Perkins and a passen-
ger in Tripp’s vehicle complained of 
injuries and were treated on scene. 
No citations were issued. Both vehi-
cles sustained disabling damages and 

were towed from the scene. The un-
identified male was not found.

03/19/24 – 11:44 a.m. – Keokuk 
police arrested Jeremy James Davolt, 
33, of Keokuk, in the 1600 block of 
Palean Street, on a warrant for vio-
lation of parole. He was taken to Lee 
County Jail.

03/19/24 – 12:38 p.m. – Keokuk 
police responded to a report of a sto-
len vehicle in the 300 block of High 
Street.

03/19/24 – 12:51 p.m. – Keokuk 
police responded to a report of larce-
ny/theft in the 1300 block of Orleans 
Avenue.

03/19/24 – 1:50 p.m. – Keokuk po-
lice responded to a report of a prop-
erty damage accident at Main Street 
and North Park Drive.

03/19/24 – 1:50 p.m. – Keokuk 
police responded to a report of a 
two-vehicle accident at Main Street 
and North Park Drive. According to 
the report, a vehicle driven by Clay-
ton Edward Kendall, 30, of Keokuk, 
was traveling eastbound through the 
intersection when a vehicle driven 
by Edwin L. Cannon, 88, of Kahoka, 
failed to yield and was struck by Kend-
all’s vehicle. Cannon was transported 
to Southeast Iowa Regional Medical 
Center – Fort Madison campus E.R. 
for injuries. Kendall was treated on 
scene. Both vehicles were disabled 
and towed from the scene. No cita-
tions were reported.

03/19/24 – 8:54 p.m. – Keokuk 

police cited and released Robert Lee 
Gregory, 61, of Keokuk, in the 2200 
block of Main Street, on a charge of 
driving under suspension.

Lee County Sheriff Report
03/19/24 – 12:11 a.m. – Lee Coun-

ty sheriff deputies arrested Keyton 
William Lyons, 23, of Keokuk, at the 
South Lee County Courthouse, on a 
warrant for failure to appear. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail and later re-
leased on bond.

03/19/24 – 2:16 p.m. – Lee County 
sheriff deputies arrested James Carl 
Andries, 56, of Burlington, at the sher-
iff’s office, on a warrant for 5th degree 
theft less than $300 and a warrant for 
3rd degree theft $750-$1500. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.

03/19/24 – 6:45 p.m. – Lee County 
sheriff deputies arrested Blake Wil-
liam Smith, 41, of Keokuk, in the 1800 
block of Otte Road, Fort Madison, on 
a warrant for 3rd degree harassment. 
He was taken to Lee County Jail.

Fort Madison 
Fire & Rescue Report
03/18/24 - Fort Madison Firefight-

ers responded to two medical calls 
and one lift assist

03/19/24 - Fort Madison Firefight-
ers responded to four medical calls 
and two false alarms.

Those listed above are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty in a court 
of law.

https://www.greatriverhealth.org/prevention/colorectal-cancer/
https://direct.chownow.com/order/7299/locations/9753
https://www.CompleteRentalFM.com
http://home.com
http://home.com
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TEST KITCHEN

TEST KITCHEN

Riverview Park | Fort Madison, IA 
Saturday, March 30th, 2024

7:30am Check-In 8:00am Start
FREE WILL DONATION

FREE 
Event T-Shirt

for the first 
100 Participants

All proceeds will go to YMCA Test Kitchen Music and Cooking programs!
Join the Facebook Event for complete details and event updates

OBITUARIES

JUNE D. BREWER
June Darlene Brewer, 83, of Stonebrook in Mt. Pleasant, formerly of Stockport, 

Iowa, passed away at 8:38 p.m. Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at the Southeast Iowa Re-
gional Medical Center in West Burlington, Iowa.

She was born on June 17, 1940 in Terre Haute, Illinois, the daugh-
ter of Melvin and Violet (William) Powelson. On January 11, 1958, 
she married Jesse Brewer in Stronghurst, Illinois. He preceded her in 
death on October 12, 2019.

She is survived by her two children: Jo (Michael) King of Burling-
ton, Iowa and Jeffrey Lee Brewer of Burlington, Iowa; three grandchil-
dren: Michele, Joshua, and Katje; two sisters: Helen Curl of Nebraska 
and Dorothy Wade of Texas. Also surviving are many nieces, neph-

ews, great nieces and great nephews.  
She was preceded in death by her parents; husband: Jesse and brother: Gerald 

“Junior” Powelson.
After Jesse returned from serving in the Army, he and June were married. Then, 

in the 1970’s the Brewers moved from Blandinsville, Illinois, where they had farmed 
together, to Stockport, Iowa, where they bought the Tarpleywick farm. There they 
continued farming and raised hogs and cattle. June enjoyed living and working 
on the farm, where she was able to do her photography, which she loved. She also 
enjoyed her cats and attending the Old Threshers Reunion faithfully every year. Most 
of all, she loved her family.

Her body has been entrusted to the crematory of Schmitz Funeral Home for cre-
mation.

A visitation will begin at 1:00 p.m. Monday, March 25, 2024, at Schmitz Funeral 
Home in West Point, where the family will receive friends and family from 5:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. that evening.

A graveside service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
March 26, 2024, at the Keokuk National Cemetery in 
Keokuk.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established in 
her memory for PAW Animal Shelter.

Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the 
family with arrangements. Online condolences may be 
made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

BREWER

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison Com-
munity School District announced earlier this 
month that they will be hosting a week-long 
camp for students finishing kindergarten 
through 6th grade. The camp will run Mon-
day through Friday from 8 a.m. until 3:30 
p.m. at Fort Madison Junior and Senior High 
School the week of June 17th. Children will 
get an opportunity to explore different activi-
ties ranging from outdoor activities to sports 
and even yard games.

The activities department at FMCSD has 
worked in partnership with both the Lee 
County Conservation Department and Baxter 
Sports Complex to offer the students a wide 
variety of choices and experiences. This 
offering will allow for the children to explore 
activities they will have the opportunity to 
participate in when they reach 7th grade and 
beyond.

Fort Madison Activities Director Jeff Lamb 
said, “We’re excited to offer all of our FMCSD 
community, and students of other commu-
nities, the opportunity to try new things and 
work with our incredible staff to develop 
relationships not only with their peers but 
with members of our area that they will be 
working with as they get older. Our goal is to 
create comfort for these students to try new 
things that they may not otherwise attempt 
and hopefully get them out for activities when 
they get to us in the Junior and Senior High.”

The fee for the week is $50.00 and you can 
register through the link: https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFadlIUBVUbau-
79V7rH9riPTwLi-YhyTTX2F_g4ONu4r-
wHbw/viewform?usp=sf_link. Families are 
welcome to reach out to the Fort Madison 
Activities Office at 319.470.7459 if they have 
any questions.

FMCSD CAMP

FM hosts week-long day camp

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

DES MOINES - On Tuesday, March 19th, Iowa 
House Republicans passed Senate File 2340, a bill 
prohibiting a person previously caught entering the 
country illegally from remaining in Iowa.  The bill sets 
up a removal procedure for those in the state in viola-
tion of federal law. 

Representative Steve Holt (R-Denison) led the bill 
through the Iowa House. 

“There is a difference between legal immigration and 
illegal immigration,” Holt said. “Yes, there are many in 
our country and our state illegally who just came here 
for a better life. We know that. But there are also gang 
members, drug dealers, and terrorists who are here en-
dangering our citizens. We know that too. The federal 
government has abdicated its responsibilities and states 
can and must act. Many other states are standing up to 
protect their sovereignty and their citizens and Iowa 
must do the same.”

The bill forbids law enforcement officers from ar-
resting someone if the person is in a school, a place of 
worship, a health care facility, or a facility for survivors 
of sexual assault.

The bill passed through the Iowa House with a bipar-
tisan vote of 64-30.

House passes immigration 
deportation bill

http://www.JamesHealthcareIowa.com
https://www.fortmadisony.org/ytk/
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFadlIUBVUbau79V7rH9riPTwLi-YhyTTX2F_g4ONu4rwHbw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFadlIUBVUbau79V7rH9riPTwLi-YhyTTX2F_g4ONu4rwHbw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFadlIUBVUbau79V7rH9riPTwLi-YhyTTX2F_g4ONu4rwHbw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFadlIUBVUbau79V7rH9riPTwLi-YhyTTX2F_g4ONu4rwHbw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Contact Tracy
to Schedule Your

COMPLIMENTARY REVIEW
Securities offered through Registered Representatives of Cambridge Investment Research, Inc., a Broker-Dealer member FINRA/SIPC. 
Advisory services through Cambridge Investment Research Advisors, Inc., a Registered Investment Adviser. Cambridge and Pilot 
Grove Investment Services are not affiliated.  Insurance and investment products are not FDIC insured, are not a bank deposit, are not 
guaranteed by the bank or any Federal Government Agency and may go down in value.

888-283-2265
LEARN MORE >>>

Travel out of Southeast Iowa Regional Airport
to Chicago and St. Louis, and beyond
with Southern Airways Express

IFlySouthern.comIFlySouthern.com

Get Ready for Summer Fun!Get Ready for Summer Fun!

Use www.iflysouthern.com to book your flightUse www.iflysouthern.com to book your flight
with seamless connections with American and United Airlineswith seamless connections with American and United Airlines

We understand that in the past, our reliability might haveWe understand that in the past, our reliability might have
left you feeling grounded. But now, we’ve taken flightleft you feeling grounded. But now, we’ve taken flight

to new heights of dependability and reliability.to new heights of dependability and reliability.
With improved reliability, you can bookWith improved reliability, you can book

your summer travel with absolute confidence.your summer travel with absolute confidence.

has a few tricks of his own.
Opal is played once again 

by Shelley Dowling and is 
backed up by best friend 
Rosie Monefalco. The two 
are a couple of hens hang-
ing out at Opal’s hoarder 
house with innocent, but 
hilarious takes on society, 
men, politics, and other 
“junk”.

Dowling is extremely 
comfortable as Kronkie, the 
professed collector of junk, 
including a dead chicken 
she collected from the high-
way near the dump. She 
has a nice rapport with the 
audience and is comfortable 
with the role.

Karen Schumaker brings 
her humor and presence to 
the stage again. She’s had 
recurring roles in the Opal 
franchise and is a veteran of 
the OFP. She’s a riot trying 
to usher Opal to the ballot 
box, all the while trying to 
hatch an egg in her cleav-
age.

This is very much the 
“Sanford and Son” of John 
Patrick’s imagination. 
Patrick is the playwright 
who came up with the 
Opal series. He’s created a 
good-natured woman who 
continues to fight back 

against the seedy nature of 
society in an innocent and 
down-to-earth fashion.

Other OFP stalwarts in-
clude Jim French, Ty Wayne 
Clute, Joe St. Clair, Jan 
Jud, and Joe Harmon, who 
brings his best Mario Bros’ 
“Luigi” to the role of Tony, 
the truck driver and ad hoc 
tv repairman. French plays 
another truck driver along 
with St. Clair and Brad 
Hart. Hart is playing in 
his first production as Ole 
Hansen. The truck drivers 
hang with Opal and Rosie 
and help her sniff out the 
corrupt nature of Bissell.

Aided by her new friends 
and old, Opal decides to 
fight back under the per-
suasion of others to run for 
office herself. Much to the 
surprise of the locals and 
to the mayoral candidate 
himself, Opal finds herself 
in the good graces of voters 
who, too, are tired of the 
political nonsense.

The path forward will 
keep the audience’s at-
tention, but also erupting 
in laughter if not at the 
boisterous nature of Rosie, 
Harmon’s Italian accent will 
do the trick. A few changes 
of pace and quick turns 

brings the story full circle 
in the five scene, two-act 
performance.

Opal is a Diamond is 
the long-awaited sequel to 
Patrick’s Everybody Loves 
Opal. The play proceeds 
at hair-on-fire pace, many 
moments of laughter and 
reminders that we all are 
human in the social pro-
cess.

Clute plays Bob Royce, 
Bissell’s speechwriter, who 
starts to get a feel for Opal 
and the muckraking style 
of his boss. Royce’s assistant 
is played by Cheryl Hardin, 
in her fourth stage appear-
ance. The two turn their 
attentions from Bissell and 
toward each other as they 
play their parts in bringing 
the story to a close.

A special Thursday pre-
sentation has been added to 
the schedule after the first 
weekend of the production 
at Fort Madison’s Old Fort 
Players Playhouse down-
town was shuttered. Then 
the schedule gets back to 
normal with Friday and 
Saturday evening shows 
starting at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday’s matinee is the 
wrap at 2 p.m.

Tickets can be purchased 
at the door or in advance at 
https://oldfortplayers.com/.

PLAY - Continued from Page 1

Dowling, crew keep laughs 
coming in Opal sequel

Most of the cast 
of “Opal Is A Dia-
mond” cheers on 
Opal as she makes 
a decision to enter 
a city election. The 
show opens with a 
special Thursday 
performance at Fort 
Madison’s downtown 
playhouse.
Opal, played by Shel-
ley Dowling, left, gets 
a mystic assist from 
best friend Rosie and 
a jar of pickle juice. 
Rosie is played by 
Karen Schumacher, 
both of whom have 
past Opal experi-
ence.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/get-started-with-an-advisor
https://www.iflysouthern.com/
mailto:Mohrfeld%40MohrfeldElectric.com?subject=Mohrfeld%20Solar%20%3E%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.fortmadisony.org
https://oldfortplayers.com/
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Parks
& Cemeteries
Part-Time Laborer

Under direct supervision, 
performs manual work in 
grounds and building mainte-
nance of public parks, ceme-
teries, and their facilities.

DESIRED MINIMUM
QUALIFICATIONS

Education and Experience:
• Some experience in building 
and grounds maintenance;
• Must have a valid Iowa driv-
er’s license;
• Skill in operating some of 
the listed tools and equip-
ment: hand, tractor & power 
mowers, backhoe, carpentry, 
and plumbing tools, etc.

Apply at City Hall,
811 Avenue E,

Fort Madison, IA 52627 or
email applications to 

knafziger@fortmadison-ia.
com

by March 22, 2024.

Applications can be found 
online at www.fortmadi-
son-ia.com.

HELP
WANTED

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY
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great rates 
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I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
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Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
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2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
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right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

1405 E Washington St
Mt Pleasant

608 S 9th St
Burlington

1904 Avenue H
Fort Madison

Your Neighborhood Hardware and Rental Store!

Visit us online: kempkerstruevalue.com

Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• FREE Estimates

• Servicing All Makes
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ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

PUBLIC NOTICE
AGENDA

KEOKUK CITY
COUNCIL MEETING

March 21, 2024
501 Main Street

5:30 P.M.

1. Call to Order.
2. Pledge of Allegiance:
3. Roll Call.
4. Mayor’s Correspon-

dence:
5. Citizen’s Request.
6. Consent Agenda.
● Minutes of the Regu-

lar City Council meeting 
& Council Workshop of 
March 7, 2024;

● Cash Receipts & 
Treasurer’s Report for 
February 2024;

● Resolution approv-
ing a Liquor License for 
B.P.O. Elks, Lodge #106, 
2200 Lincoln Avenue, 
Class F Retail Alcohol 
License – effective April 1, 
2024, pending dram;

● Resolution approving 
a Liquor License for An-
gelini’s, 1006 Main Street, 
Class C Retail Alcohol 
License with Outdoor 
Service – effective April 1, 
2024;

● Appointment of Kim-
ber Tinder to the Human 
Rights Commission, 
fulfilling a term to expire 
September 19, 2026;

● Appointment of Becky 
Crenshaw, Pam Broom-
hall, Kira Kruszynski, 
Dave Baum, Martha Neff 
and Joyce Glasscock to 
Architectural Design Re-
view Commission, term to 
expire June 19, 2026;

● Motion to pay bills 
and transfers listed in 
Register No.’s 5394-5396;

7. (a) Now is the time 
and place for a public 
hearing awarding a con-
tract for South 18th Street 
Water Main Reconstruc-
tion. A public hearing 
notice was published in 
the Daily Gate City on 
February 21, 2024.

8. Consider resolution 
awarding a contract to 
Dansco to construct re-
strooms at Rand Park.

9. Consider resolution 
designating Quincy Med-
ical Group and TSS, Inc. 
offices located in Keokuk 
to provide professional 
services for the City of 
Keokuk.

10. Consider resolution 
to rescind agreement 
with Keokuk Community 
School District for Gowing 
Tennis Courts.

11. Consider resolution 
approving a final plat sur-
vey for Property Partners 
LLC.

12. Consider resolution 
authorizing the Mayor 
to sign letter of support 
for Community Catalyst 
Building Remediation 
Program Grant for rede-
velopment project located 
at 1000 Main Street.

13. Council Liaison 
Reports:

14. Staff Reports:
15. New Business:
16. Adjourn Meeting.

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICES

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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cut corners would give 
America’s court sys-
tem an embarrassing 
black eye, especially 
when Trump and many 
supporters believe the 
courts and government 
lawyers have it in for 
him.

The nation has been 
watching the Geor-
gia election case like 
hawks, too. The former 
president faces 13 state 
charges relating to his 
efforts undo Joe Biden’s 
whisker-thin victory in 
that state in 2020.

Atlanta prosecutor 
Fani Willis should have 
been savvy enough to 
know her every move 
would be scrutinized 
by critics. So, what was 
she thinking when she 

decided to engage in an 
affair with the man she 
picked to handle the 
Trump case? Well-edu-
cated people in positions 
of authority should be 
smart enough to know 
they need to be above 
even the appearance of a 
conflict when their every 
move will be dissected.

That brings me to 
Iowa.

Criminal charges of 
illegal gambling were 
filed last summer against 
25 athletes and student 
managers at Iowa State 
University and the 
University of Iowa. The 
cases have had a dev-
astating effect on these 
athletes’ careers and 
held them up to ridicule. 
They lost their ability to 

compete.
Most agreed to plead 

guilty to less serious 
charges to avoid the 
possibility of bigger fines 
by going to trial. But 
attorneys for four ISU 
athletes or former ath-
letes fought back. They 
took sworn statements, 
called depositions, from 
investigators and used 
subpoenas to obtain 
evidence agents gath-
ered. What the lawyers 
learned suggests the ac-
tions of Iowa Division of 
Criminal Investigation 
agents were an uncon-
stitutional invasion of 
students’ privacy rights.

Story County prosecu-
tors agreed to drop the 
charges against the four 
athletes when the de-

fense attorneys’ findings 
became public.

The DCI’s tactics in 
this investigation are 
an embarrassing black 
mark on this respected 
law enforcement agency 
— just as delays by fed-
eral officials in the New 
York criminal case and 
the astoundingly poor 
judgment by the Georgia 
prosecutor are embar-
rassing black marks on 
our judicial system, too.

The response by 
state officials in Iowa is 
telling, however. Rather 
than evaluating how 
the lapse of judgment 
occurred and establish-
ing clear procedures to 
ensure people are not 
subjected to unreason-
able invasion of their 
privacy, state officials 
seem more interested in 
providing a legal shield 
to block defense lawyers 
from uncovering such 
scandals in the future.

The DCI’s disturbing 
conduct came to light 
because the athletes’ 
attorneys were able to 
issue investigative sub-
poenas and compel the 
deposition testimony of 
DCI agents to learn state 
agents gathered digi-
tal evidence of student 
gambling without first 
providing sufficient legal 
justification for a judge 
to issue a search warrant. 

Bills now before the 
Legislature — pushed 
by Attorney General 
Brenna Bird, the DCI 
and a state senator who 
is a DCI agent — would 
virtually eliminate the 
use of investigative sub-
poenas and the ability 
of criminal defendants 
to take sworn testimo-
ny from witnesses and 
investigators.

Andrew Mertens, the 
executive director of the 
Iowa Association for 
Justice, an organization 
of trial lawyers, has a 
chilling analysis of these 
proposals. (By way of 
disclosure, Mertens is on 
the board of trustees of 
the Iowa Freedom of In-
formation Association, 
the organization I lead.)

“These subpoenas are 
vital tools, especially 
when the state attempts 
to cover up evidence of 
their own misdeeds, as 
they’ve done in the gam-
bling cases,” Mertens 
wrote in a statement.

“Had the attorney gen-
eral’s pending bill been 
law, these cases would 
have likely never been 
dismissed, ruining the 
students’ athletic careers, 
and the vast invasion of 
student privacy at our 
state universities would 
have never been uncov-
ered. The attorney gen-
eral’s pending bill could 

have let the DCI get 
away with their uncon-
stitutional warrantless 
invasion without conse-
quence.”

Mertens said defense 
attorneys face stringent 
requirements under 
existing Iowa court rules 
before they can issue 
subpoenas. The attorney 
general’s bill seeks to 
practically eliminate this 
already limited investi-
gatory tool in criminal 
cases. In civil cases, on 
the other hand, where 
money is on the line 
rather than a person’s 
freedoms, attorneys 
defending insurance 
companies or the state 
have much broader abil-
ity to subpoena evidence 
under existing court 
rules, he pointed out.

Mertens added, “It 
all begs the question: 
Are these legislative 
proposals motivated by 
the state’s desire to hide 
their conduct during 
this and similar investi-
gations? Should these be 
held to account, or al-
lowed to run roughshod 
over Iowans’ constitu-
tional rights?”

That is a good ques-
tion. And so is this one: 
What were they think-
ing?

Randy Evans can be 
reached at DMRev-
ans2810@gmail.com.
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New London
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Burlington
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www.DrMarkDDS.com

GENTLE, CARING DENTISTRY

Now accepting new patients

• Family Dentistry
• Teeth Whitening
• Dental Implants
• Extractions

EVANS - Continued from Page 1

DCI put cart in front of horse with gambling investigation
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