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City resets event fees

SOME UP, SOME DOWN:  Parks Director lays out new fee schedule for events in city

Pacemaker a 
gift for Feb.’s 
Heart Month

COMMENTARY

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison City Council is 
trying to recoup a little bit of the costs of helping put on 
special events on city property.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting of the council, Fort Mad-
ison Public Works Director Mark Bousselot presented a 
new cost listing that would charge event organizers for 
things such as delivery of picnic tables and electrical or 
water usage fees.

Other fees include a non-refundable $25 application fee. 
On top of that are fees for barricades and traffic cone rent-

al from $3 each with a $50 minimum. No parking signs 
would also cost $3 each with a $50 minimum.

Water and electric meter charges are $75/meter per 
connection and city green space rental will be tallied at 
$50 month.

In the parks and recreation department, shelter house 
rentals will vary and be billed separate from the $25 
special event permit fee. Picnic tables will be $30 per table 
or $150 per trailer load of eight. Garbage can delivery has 
been set at $60 for six cans and a tent or bounce house 
inspection is $30.

AREA NEWS
Keokuk High adds agriculture program to CTE tract

KEOKUK, Iowa - The Keokuk 
High School will now offer Agricul-
ture as a pathway for students as part 
of Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) after the School Board ap-
proved it on Feb. 5.

“Agriculture programs work so 
well within the community, it is 

not just about the kids that live on 
a farm, it is a lot about leadership,” 
Nathan Harrison, KHS principal, 
said. “You don’t have to be a farmer 
to be in the agriculture business, the 
benefits to students are endless.”

The addition was proposed based 
on the results of a recent interest 

survey conducted with students 
in grades ninth through twelfth 
at KHS, and the results showed a 
high interest in agriculture. The 
board also discussed the scholar-
ship opportunities through FFA and 

The beeping of the vitals’ machine I 
was attached to was annoying.  It started 
beeping when my pulse dropped below 
40 beats per minute (normal is 60-100).  I 
watched my pulse drop...38...32...29.  Plus 
it would skip a beat now and then.  Uh, 
oh.

That was the reason I was in the hos-
pital at Southeast Iowa Regional Medical 
Center in Burlington.  I had gone to a 
physical therapy session at the hospital.  I 
was doing physical therapy for a balance 
issue I was having.  And the therapists 
seemed to be making progress curing my 
light headedness and wobbly legs.  How-
ever, on this day, when I reported in, feel-
ing dizzy to start with (they don’t like the 
term “dizzy” or “vertigo”), the therapist 
checked my pulse.  It was 36.  “Yikes,” she 
said.  “No wonder you’re feeling woozy.  
I’m calling cardiology.”

I’ve always had a low BP and pulse due 
to my aerobic exercise.  But not that low!

Much to my embarrassment, I was 
wheeled to the emergency room and 
admitted to the hospital.  My ER Doc was 
a person I knew from church, Brandon 
Beauchamp.  It was comforting to see 
someone I knew and liked.  Small world.  
The heart doctor, Dr. Lazar, was friendly 
and radiated confidence.  After studying 
my echocardiogram, he said,  “Curtis, you 
need a pacemaker.  Would tomorrow fit 
your schedule?”

“It would,” I said, “but call me Curt, 
please.”  And that was that.  

Ginnie just missed seeing the doctor 
because she had to have her hair appoint-
ment before coming to see me.  She likes 
to maintain that “Uma” look from Quen-
tin Tarantino’s, “Pulp Fiction.”  Fine by 
me.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

The Fort Madison City Council met in regular session Tuesday night to discuss a number of issues, in-
cluding a hike in city special event fees. 

See COUNCIL, page 8

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBE
WED 07 Feb............................................Partly sunny and cool, 58º F/ 44º F
THU 08 Feb................................ Windy with scattered showers, 61º F/ 42º F
FRI 09 Feb.........................................................Sunny and cool, 54º F/ 33º F

IOWA LOTTERY
DOUBLE PLAY 02/05.................................................. 1 7 35 52 54, Powerball: 20
LOTTO AMERICA 02/05.................... 1 15 17 24 29, Star Ball: 2 All Star Bonus: 2
LUCKY FOR LIFE 02/05...........................................7 26 39 43 46, Lucky Ball: 12
PICK 3 MIDDAY 02/05..................................................................................... 1 0 5
PICK 3 EVENING 02/05...................................................................................8 9 5
PICK 4 MIDDAY 02/05.................................................................................4 0 0 8
PICK 4 EVENING 02/05................................................................................3 3 9 6
POWERBALL 02/05.................................1 2 27 30 67, Powerball: 9 Power Play: 5

See SWARM, page 8

EMPTY 
NEST
By Curt Swarm

See KEOKUK, page 5
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ACCIDENT & INJURY LAW

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.

For the Record
Fort Madison Police Report
02/01/24 – 4:41 p.m. – Fort 

Madison police responded to a 
report of larceny/theft in the 1200 
block of 36th Street.

02/01/24 – 4:57 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to a re-
port of a personal injury accident in 
the 2600 block of Avenue L.

02/01/24 – 8:08 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police arrested Levi Leon-
ard Thomas Lowney, 20, of Fort 
Madison, in the 1200 block of Av-
enue D, on a charge of 3rd degree 
harassment. He was taken to Lee 
County Jail.

02/01/24 – 8:17 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police cited Lacey Marie 
Davis, 42, of Fort Madison, at 14th 
Street and Avenue F, on charges 
of possession of a controlled sub-
stance – 1,2,3rd and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

02/02/24 – 10:16 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to a 
report of vandalism in the 600-700 
blocks of Avenue H.

02/02/24 – 10:48 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to a re-
port of a property damage accident 
in the 1700 block of Avenue G.

02/02/24 – 12:40 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to a re-
port of a property damage accident 
in the 1400 block of Avenue H.

02/03/24 – 7:57 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to a re-
port of a stolen vehicle in the 2200 

block of Avenue C.
02/03/24 – 1:52 p.m. – Fort 

Madison police responded to a 
report of larceny/theft in the 4800 
block of Avenue O.

02/03/24 – 5:36 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police arrested Shellie 
Pauline White-James, 51, Fort 
Madison, in the 400 block of Ave-
nue H, on a warrant for failure to 
appear – driving under suspension. 
She was taken to Lee County Jail.

02/03/24 – 6:01 p.m. – Fort Mad-
ison police arrested Shellie Pauline 
White-James, 51, Fort Madison, in 
the 400 block of Avenue H, on a 
warrant for failure to appear – driv-
ing under suspension and a charge 
of 5th degree theft less than $300. 
She was taken to Lee County Jail.

02/03/24 – 8:33 p.m. – Fort Mad-
ison police arrested Shellie Pauline 
White-James, 51, Fort Madison, at 
the Lee County sheriff’s office, on a 
Clark County warrant for failure to 
appear – forgery. She was taken to 
Lee County Jail.

02/04/24 – 9:17 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to a 
report of larceny/theft in the 2600 
block of Avenue L.

02/05/24 - 12:00 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police cited Jasmine Ma-
rie Sorrentino, 20, of Fort Madison, 
in the 400 block of Avenue D, on a 
charge of 1st offense trespassing.

02/05/24 - 1:20 p.m. - Fort Mad-
ison Police responded to a report 

of vandalism in the 3100 block of 
Avenue O.

02/05/24 - 3:09 p.m. - Fort Mad-
ison Police responded to a report 
of vandalism in the 3100 block of 
Avenue O.

02/05/24 - 4:21 p.m. - Fort Mad-
ison Police responded to a report 
of a burglary in the 2500 block of 
Avenue N.

02/05/24 - 10:30 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested Joshua 
Adam Weller, 36, of Fort Madison, 
in the 3100 block of Avenue O, on 
a charge of 1st-degree burglary. He 
was taken to Lee County Jail.

Keokuk Police Report
02/01/24 - 9:36 a.m. - Keokuk 

Police arrested a 12-year-old fe-
male juvenile in the 1600 block of 
Des Moines Street on a charge of 
simple assault. She was released 
to a parent.

02/01/24 - 7:22 p.m. - Keokuk 
Police arrested a 17-year-old fe-
male in the 300 block of N. Park 
Drive, on a charge of trespassing. 
There was no disposition listed.

02/01/24 - 8:23 p.m. - Ke-
okuk Police arrested Tomas Eu-
gene Hall, 47, of Hamilton, in the 
1800 block of Exchange St., on a 
charges of OWI, driving with a re-
voked license, tampering with an 
ignition locking device and having 
an open container. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail and held.

02/02/24 - 3:51 a.m. - Keokuk 
Police cited William Joseph Thurb-
er, in the 100 block of S. 18th St., 
on a charge of driving under sus-
pension.

02/02/24 – 11:48 a.m. – Keokuk 
police arrested Jeanie Naomii 
Frakes, 42, of Illinois, in the 1800 
block of Blondeau Street, on a war-
rant for drug tax stamp violations. 
She was taken to the Lee County 
Jail.

02/02/24 – 8:08 p.m. – Keokuk 
police cited and released Jesse 
Virgil Johnson, 55, of Keokuk, in 
the 3000 block of Main Street, on 
a charge of driving under suspen-
sion.

02/03/24 – Keokuk police had 
no activity to report.

02/04/24 – 7:29 p.m. – Keokuk 
police cited and released James 
Leroy Defawn Haley, 24, of Bur-
lington, in the 3200 block of Main 
Street, on a charge of driving under 
suspension.

02/04/24 – 9:36 p.m. – Keokuk 
police cited and released Dylan 
James Clark, 23, of Keokuk, in the 
2000 block of Palean Street, on a 
charge of driving under suspen-
sion.

02/05/24 – 11:39 a.m. – Ke-
okuk police arrested Cassie Ni-
cole Smith, 28, of Keokuk, in the 
100 block of South 9th Street, on 
charges of keeping a vehicle or 
premise for controlled substance, 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance – 1,2,3rd, and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail.

02/05/24 – 4:23 p.m. – Keokuk 
police arrested a 15-year-old male 
juvenile, hometown not reported, in 
the 2200 block of Middle Road, on 

charges of threat of terrorism and 
1st degree harassment. He was 
taken to juvenile detention.

Lee County Sheriff Report
02/01/24 – 10:04 p.m. – Lee 

County sheriff deputies responded 
to a possible single-vehicle acci-
dent in the 1900 block of 315th Av-
enue. According to the report, dep-
uties received an automated crash 
report, went to the scene and found 
a vehicle on its top, submerged in 
water on the road and in a creek. 
Emergency responders searched 
and were able to locate the driv-
er at his home later. The driver 
was identified as Maxwell Hunter 
Brunswig, no age given, of Fort 
Madison. Brunswig was suspected 
to have received minor injuries. No 
citations were reported. The vehi-
cle sustained disabling damages 
and was towed from the scene.

02/02/24 - 11:43 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Jonathan Cory Bowers, 36, of Mt. 
Pleasant, at the sheriff’s office on a 
warrant for a failure to appear. He 
was taken to Lee County Jail and 
released on court-ordered release.

02/02/24 - 8:12 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Jonathan David Isaac Horn, 23, of 
Burlington, at the sheriff’s office on 
an active warrant. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail and released for 
time served.

02/03/24 - 3:23 a.m. - Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies arrested Mary 
Francis Blanchard, 44, of Keokuk, 
at the North Lee County Court-
house on a warrant for failure to 
appear. She was taken to Lee 
County Jail and held.

02/03/24 - 1:16 p.m. - Lee Coun-

ty Sheriff’s deputies arrested Kent 
Michael Elder, 41, of Farmington, 
at the sheriff’s office on a charge 
of domestic abuse assault - 1st de-
gree. She was taken to Lee County 
Jail and released on bond.

02/03/24 - 2:21 p.m. - Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies arrested Jessi-
ca Ann Harwood, 40, of Keokuk at 
the South Lee County Courthouse, 
on a warrants for voluntary ab-
sence from custody, failure to ap-
pear and a judgment hold. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail and held.

02/03/24 - 9:00 p.m. - Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies arrested Kaylin 
Lashun Dorsey, 21, of Texas, at the 
sheriff’s office on two arrest affida-
vits. He was taken to Lee County 
Jail and held.

02/04/24 - 12:28 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
John Henry Wenke, 23, of Argyle, 
in the 170th Avenue on charges of 
OWI and failure to maintain control. 
He was taken to the Lee  County 
Jail and held.

02/04/24 - 3:16 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Jeremy Matthew Carter, 43, of Fort 
Madison, in the 3500 block of Main 
Street in Keokuk on a warrant for 
contempt of court. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail and held.

02/04/24 - 6:20 p.m. - Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies arrested Carl 
Gorman Meyers, 53, of Montrose 
at the sheriff’s office on a judgment 
hold. He was taken to Lee County 
Jail and held.

02/05/24 – Lee County sheriff 
deputies had no activity to report.

Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/?epik=dj0yJnU9N2ViNzdXTm5jc1BhRXVlU2V3aUtLTThWME9XWlhLcWImcD0wJm49VThVb2lZZ3N5T2szMTh5LXlmWWw5dyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmlB
https://pothitakislaw.com/
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OBITUARIES

DEANNA M. SYLVESTER
OBITUARIES

JEAN M. CARTER
Deanna Marie Sylvester, 80, of Montrose, Iowa, passed away at 7:21 p.m. Wednes-

day, January 10, 2024, at the Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center in Fort Madi-
son, Iowa.

She was born on December 1, 1943, the daughter of Charles Edward 
and Winifred (Harward) Conner. She married James Sylvester. He 
preceded her in death.

She is survived by her two brothers: Bill (Brenda) Conner and 
Gregory Conner; one sister: Delores Weeks and several nieces and 
nephews.

She was preceded in death by her husband: Jim; sisters: Cindy (in 
infancy), Rosalie and Marilyn and brother: Ronald.

Deanna worked for the Lee County Health Department’s Home Healthcare. She 
enjoyed reading and putting puzzles together.

Her body has been entrusted to the crematory of Schmitz Funeral Home for cre-
mation.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date.
Schmitz Funeral Home of Donnellson is assisting the family with arrangements. 

Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

SYLVESTER

Janet M. Carter, 75, of Keokuk, passed away on Sunday, February 4, 2024, 
at the University of Iowa Hospital in Iowa City.

Janet was born on February 20, 1948, in Keokuk, Iowa, the daughter of 
Harold and Mildred Carlson. She graduated from Keokuk High 
School in 1966, and on January 18, 1969, she was united in 
marriage to Dwayne Carter in Fort Madison, Iowa. He preced-
ed her in death on July 21, 2012.

Janet was employed at Sheller-Globe and Methode until 
retirement. She was a hard-working, fun-loving lady, and was 
known for being ornery at times. She loved her family deep-
ly, and enjoyed being outdoors with her sister, whether it be 

swimming or tanning in the sun. If her family was grilling out, she was there. 
Janet was an avid sports fan, always rooting for the Steelers and the Warriors. 
She also loved to play scratch-off tickets and go on gambling trips with her 
sister, Barb Walter and cousin, Joan Heckenberg.

Janet is survived by her son Brad Carter of Keokuk; her daughters Stacy 
Carter (Charles Daisy) of Keokuk and Elsie Frederiksen of Richmond, Vir-
ginia; seven grandchildren: Talijia Wells of Keokuk, Bryce Daisy of Keokuk, 
Kordell Carter of Phoenix, Arizona, KeTrell Carter of Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, Marketia Frederiksen of Chester, Virginia, and Phillip and Devon 
Brown, both of Poplar Bluff, Missouri; her sister Barb (Dave) Walter of 
Keokuk; her nephew Anton (Elizabeth Derr) Carter; and four nieces: Melani 
Carter of Burlington, Illia Cartmill of Burlington, Treka Desir of Texas and 
Kathy (Tyler) Schulte of Keokuk; and several great-grandchildren.

Janet is preceded in death by her parents, her stepmother Marge Carlson, 
her husband Dwayne, her infant son Brian Edward Carter and her nephew 
Steve Searsen.

Funeral services will be held at 1 pm on Friday, February 9, 2024, at De-
Jong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home in Keokuk, with burial to follow at Ke-
okuk National Cemetery. Visitation will be held on Friday from 11 am to 1 
pm at the funeral home directly before the service. Memorials may be made 
to DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home for expense..

Tributes and condolences may be left at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com.
DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home in Keokuk is in charge of arrange-
ments.

CARTER

KENNETH R. KNIGHT
Kenneth Robert Knight, 68 of Cedar Rapids, IA passed away Friday, January 2, 

2024 at his home.
He was born July 29, 1955 in Keokuk, IA the son of Robert and Marian Tweedy 

Knight.  He graduated from Ft. Madison High School with the class of 
1974 and then attended a trade school in Des Moines for two years. 

Kenneth had been employed by Rockwell Collins in Cedar Rapids, 
IA for forty-five years.

He was a member of the National Rifle Association.
In his younger years, Kenneth enjoyed constructing model air 

planes, remote control cars and trucks and riding motorcycles.  He 
always stayed up on current events and what was happening in the 

world.  Kenneth also enjoyed collecting antique radios that he would rebuild and 
add to his collections. Most of all, Kenneth loved spending time with his family.

He is survived by two brothers, Charles Edward Knight of Donnellson, IA and 
Kyle David Knight (Linda) of Donnellson, IA, two sisters, Carrie James (Ronald) of 
Ft. Madison, IA and Chris Johnson (Gary) of West Point, IA, two nieces, Heather 
James (Caleb Nelson) and Crystal James of Cedar Rapids, IA and one grand-niece, 
Autumn Thurman who is currently stationed in San Diego with the U.S. Navy.

Kenneth was preceded in death by his parents and twin brother and sister, Keith 
and Kay Knight in infancy.

A service will be held at a later date.
Memorials may be made to PAW Animal Shelter.
The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk, IA is assisting the family with arrange-

ments.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

KNIGHT

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and 
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be 
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting 
fee.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh
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Henry “Doc” Rockhold, 83, of Lomax, IL passed away Saturday, February 3, 2024, 
at his home. He was born on May 24, 1940 to the parents of Moore Rockhold and 
Josephine Kline Rockhold.  On May 7, 1983, Doc married Peggy Ann Maynard in 

Dallas City, Illinois.
Doc was small in stature, yet he was a larger than life rugged com-

mercial fisherman that could weave a tale with incredibly colorful 
language. He knew every bend and current of the river, every secret 
spot and every trick to catch more fish.  He was a man who faced the 
dangers and uncertainties of the river with courage and faith. He nev-
er gave up, never backed down, never lost hope.

Later in his tenure, Doc had the honor to serve as the President of 
the Illinois Commercial Fisherman’s Association, working alongside lawmakers to 
ensure sustainable livelihoods of the profession for generations to come, while bal-
ancing conservation of nature’s resources. Doc was a proud Korean War veteran with 
the US Army. 

Those closest to Doc know he truly enjoyed being around 
people he loved most in life. His endless stories with his 
brother Jeff, Tom Maynard, or your pick of one of the Gil-
pins was always a riot, especially if he worked in a joke or 
two in right after. Doc was an avid race fan that loved Dale 
Earnhardt (not his “bonehead kid” though”), Kyle Larson, 
and 2002 Daytona 500 winner Ward Burton.

Above all, Doc’s greatest source of pride was his family. He and Peggy often took 
trips to places like Louisiana and Galveston, Texas and had the time of their lives. 
They danced, ate the types of food the notoriously picky eater Doc was would never 
try back home, and Peggy would even get him to fish with a pole and line — blas-
phemy! Doc always loved when his boys Sam and Shawn would come home to visit 
or when they’d call to check in. He constantly gave everyone updates on them, as you 
would expect of a proud father. 

Doc is survived by two sons: Shawn Rockhold and Samuel Rockhold, both of 
Huntsville, AL; three step-sons, Kevin (Evie) Worley of Gladstone, IL, Kelly (Grace) 
Worley of Lomax, IL, Kendall Worley of Burlington, IA; 10 grandchildren, 13 great 
grandchildren, and 4 great great grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his 
wife Peggy Rockhold, both parents, one sister, 4 brothers including his best friend 
and fellow fisherman Jeff Rockhold.  Can’t forget Mugs. 

Friends may call after 2:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 7, 2024 at Banks & Beals 
Funeral Home in Dallas City, where the family will receive friends from 5:00 until 
7:00 p.m.

Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m. Thursday, February 8, 2024 at Banks & 
Beals in Dallas City, with Re. Larry Menschel officiating. Burial with Military Rites 
will follow in Myers Cemetery, rural Niota. The family request attendees wear a flan-

nel shirt in honor of Doc. 
A memorial fund has been established for Lee Coun-

ty Hospice. To leave an online condolence for the fami-
ly, please visit Doc’s obituary at banksandbeals.com.
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5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-8105

Located right across the road from Jim Baier Ford in Fort Madison
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HENRY “DOC” ROCKHOLD

ROCKHOLD

Shirley J. Wood, 94, of Lenexa, KS, passed away Sunday, December 24, 2023, at St. 
Luke’s South Hospital in Overland Park, KS.

She was born June 3, 1929, the daughter of George J. Seabold and Edith P. Rein 
Seabold in Keokuk, IA. She graduated from Keokuk High School in 
1946.

On January 2, 1948, she was married to Oren Dale Wood in Ke-
okuk, IA. He preceded her in death July 25, 1989.

She is survived by two daughters, Karen J. Fox (Terry) of St. Charles, 
MO, and Beverly A. Nichols (Craig) of Lenexa, KS. She is also sur-
vived by two grandchildren, Kristoffer A. Nichols (Jessica) of DeSoto, 
KS and Ashley E. Oehrlein (Alexander) of West Des Moines, IA, three 

great grandsons, Lucas R. Nichols, Gabriel T. Oehrlein and Nicholas J. Oehrlein 
along with two step-great granddaughters, Macey and Sydney Zebley.

Besides her husband, she was also preceded in death by her parents, her sisters, 
Dorothy M., Helen Ruth and Martha F. Seabold, Maxine E. French, Wilma Louise 
Laubersheimer and brothers, George H., Carl A. and Robert D. Seabold.

In 1948, Shirley and her husband made their home in St. Louis where she worked 
as an office manager and treasurer at Ashby Manufacturing and later at Ellsworth In-
dustries. She retired and returned to Keokuk to live in and care for the family home 
built in1868. She wintered in Lenexa for 8 yrs. and moved there in 2022 to be close 
to her daughter and her family.

She loved flowers, gardening, feeding her birds, MOWING her grass and her fam-
ily deeply.  

Shirley was a member of St. Paul United Church of Christ, Keokuk, IA.
Visitation will be held Saturday, February 10, 2024, at Vigen Memorial Home in 

Keokuk at 10:00 a.m. with service following at 11:00 a.m.
Memorials may be made to St. Paul United Church of Christ, Keokuk, IA, or Tun-

nel to Towers Foundation (t2t.org)
 Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

OBITUARIES

SHIRLEY J. WOOD

WOOD

Call Chuck 
(319)371.1670

Got a 
news tip?

http://banksandbeals.com
https://www.fortmadisony.org
https://www.CompleteRentalFM.com
http://DiscoverTheForest.org
http://t2t.org
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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319-524-3339319-524-3339Ashley Neuweg, ARNP  •  Dr. Mack Kohnke, DC
Dr. Jason James, DC

JAMES HEALTHCARE & ASSOCIATES INC.
Now Accepting NEW PATIENTS!

612 MAIN ST. • KEOKUK, IA 52632 • www.jameshealthcareiowa.com

DIAGNOSED WITH 
NEUROPATHY?

Gabapentin or Lyrica Not Working?    
Told Nothing Could Be Done?

Drugs Only Mask the Symptoms
Our Treatments Correct the Cause

Peripheral neuropathy is a condition that aff ects nearly 20 million Americans. It usually begins 
in the lower legs, feet, and toes. However, over time it can advance into the hands and fi ngers. 
In the past the only treatment available has been oral medications and injections, both of 
which have provided little or no relief.

We utilize several safe, eff ective, and natural therapies that have helped people get relief from 
most, if not all of their symptoms…even diabetics. Our treatment program has a high degree 
of lasting success as long as nerve damage doesn’t reach critical levels. Usually, once nerve 
damage reaches 85% nothing can be done.

Call NOW to schedule a FREE NEUROPATHY SEVERITY EXAM����������������������������
�����������������������������
�����������������������������������
������������
��������	

������Painful Hands/Feet?Painful Hands/Feet?

����Numbness & TinglingNumbness & Tingling

����Cold or Burning Feet?Cold or Burning Feet?

����Loss of Sensation?Loss of Sensation?

�� Balance Problems? Balance Problems?

the hands-on training 
that students would 
get, which would make 
KCSD competitive with 
schools that do offer 
those programs.

The Agriculture pro-
gram will also open up 
the offerings in science 
at KHS. Also, the board 
approved the addition 
of a Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) Chapter. 

“Some kids that are 
interested in FFA are 
not just interested in ag-
riculture, they just want 
to belong to something,” 
Clint Wray, KCSD 
board president, said. “It 
is a great opportunity.”

The space for the 
agriculture program has 
already been identified 
at KHS.

KEOKUK - Con-
tinued from Page 1

New program 
will open 
offerings

Advertise 
in a brand 
new way.

Message your 
customers 
where they 
spend their 

time – online!

Call Lee 
(319)371.4125

Here are Fort Madi-
son’s qualifiers for the  
AAU State Wrestling 
Tournament Feb 24-25 
at Wells Fargo. Front 
row Left to right: Ethan 
Peiper, Evan Richers, 
Hunter Billings
Back Row Easton 
Richers, Ren Watson, 
Jaxon Zumdome, Luka 
Grogan

Youth state 
qualfiers

Courtesy photo

http://www.JamesHealthcareIowa.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
PUBLIC NOTICE

AGENDA
FORT MADISON

PUBLIC LIBRARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

SPECIAL MEETING 
NOTICE

Thursday, February 8, 
2024

5:30 P.M.
Sheaffer Meeting Room 

and Online 

Optional Electronic Meet-
ing

The option of attending 
the meeting electronical-
ly is being offered. You 
can participate in the 
meeting via telephone 
and can comment on an 
agenda item by joining 
the Zoom meeting. Using 
your telephone, dial (312) 
626 6799 and enter the 
meeting ID (871 1273 
6875) when prompted. If 
you have trouble connect-
ing to the meeting, please 
call (319) 372-5721.

I. Approval of Agenda
II. New Business
a. Discussion and 

action on reductions to 
2024/2025 proposed 
library budget

Next Meeting February 
15, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
West Burlington

Regular City Council 
Meeting Minutes

Wednesday,
January 17, 2024

The West Burlington 
City Council met in regu-
lar session on Wednes-
day, January 17, 2024, at 
6:00 p.m. at West Burling-
ton City Hall, 122 Broad-
way Street, West Burling-
ton, Iowa, with Mayor Ron 
Teater presiding.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Ron Teater, Ringo 

Covert, Andy Crowner, 
Therese Lees, and Mela-
nie Young

MEMBERS ABSENT:
John Johnson
ALSO PRESENT:
Police Chief Jesse 

Logan, Public Works Di-
rector Mike Brissey, City 
Clerk Kelly Fry, Finance 
Manager Angela Moore, 
and City Administrator 

Gregg Mandsager
CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLE-

GIANCE
ROLL CALL
PERFECTING & AP-

PROVAL OF AGENDA
Moved by Lees, sec-

onded by Crowner, to 
approve the agenda as 
presented. Motion carried 
by the following votes:

Ayes: Covert, Crowner, 
Lees, and Young

CONSENT AGENDA
● Minutes from the 

Regular City Council 
meeting on January 3, 
2024

● Clerk’s Monthly Fi-
nancial Report for De-
cember 2023

● Payment of Claims 
as listed on the Ex-
pense Approval Report 
- $160,678.78

Moved by Lees, sec-
onded by Covert, to 
approve the Consent 
Agenda items as present-
ed. Motion carried by the 
following votes:

Ayes: Covert, Crowner, 
Lees, and Young

COUNCIL & STAFF 
REPORTS

• ADMINISTRATOR: 
Council reviewed the 
schedule for Budget 
Calendar for 2024 and set 
the following dates to hold 
Budget Work Sessions if 
needed: January 31, Feb. 
7, Feb. 15, Feb. 21, Feb 
28

• PUBLIC WORKS:
• POLICE DEPART-

MENT:
• FIRE/BUILDING DE-

PARTMENT:
• CLERK/FINANCE/IT:
• OTHER STAFF RE-

PORTS:
• COUNCIL REPORTS:
• COMMUNITY RE-

PORTS: Sara Sandburg, 
Airport Director, present-
ed the annual update 
from Southeast Iowa 
Regional Airport Authority. 
The airport is focused 
on applying for grants 
to continue improve-
ments to the facility and 
the terminal. Southern 
Airways is making efforts 
to rebuild trust in reliability 
following some issues 
with canceled flights 

due to pilot shortages. 
The airport is requesting 
a 3-5% increase in the 
City’s annual contribu-
tion in FY 24-25 to help 
cover increased operating 
expenses.

CITIZEN INQUIRIES
No inquiries.
PUBLIC HEARING
Proposed Amendment 

to the West Burlington Ur-
ban Renewal Area Mayor 
Teater opened the Public 
Hearing on the proposed 
January 2024 Amend-
ment to the West Burling-
ton Urban Renewal Area. 
The January 2024 Urban 
Renewal Plan Amend-
ment for the West Burling-
ton Urban Renewal Area, 
does the following:

1. Updates the descrip-
tion of the City’s Urban 
Renewal Administration 
and Professional Sup-
port Program previously 
approved by the City 
Council in the July 2022 
Amendment to the Plan

2. Identifies certain real 
property situated in the 
Urban Renewal Area as 
blighted property

3. Authorizes the un-
dertaking of new urban 
renewal projects in the 
Urban Renewal Area 
consisting of

a. providing tax incre-
ment financing support 
to JNB West Burlington, 
LP in connection with the 
construction of housing 
affordable to seniors of 
low and moderate in-
come;

b. using tax increment 
financing to pay the costs 
of the construction of a 
recreational trail or side-
walk improvements;

c. using tax increment 
financing to pay the costs 
of updating the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan and 
Zoning Code;

d. using tax increment 
financing to pay the costs 
of the preparation of an 
Economic Development 
and Retail Recruitment 
Plan;

e. using tax increment 
financing to pay the costs 
of the construction of 
sanitary sewer system 
improvements;

f. using tax increment 
financing to pay the costs 
of the construction of 
street improvements on 
Mall Ring Road;

g. using tax increment 
financing to pay the costs 
of undertaking the de-
velopment of a city-wide 
stormwater master plan; 
and

h. using tax increment 
financing to pay the costs 
of the City’s Econom-
ic Development Local 
Business and Support 
Program

There were no writ-
ten or verbal comments 
received. Mayor Teater 
closed the public hearing 
at 6:36 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
Consider a Resolution 

approving an Urban Re-
newal Plan Amendment 
for the West Burlington 
Urban Renewal Area

Moved by Lees, sec-
onded by Young, to 
approve a Resolution 
adopting the January 
2024 Urban Renewal 
Plan Amendment for the 
West Burlington Urban 
Renewal Area. Motion 
carried by the following 
votes:

Ayes: Covert, Crowner, 
Lees, and Young

Consider the first 
reading of an Ordinance 
Providing for the Divi-
sion of Taxes Levied on 
Taxable Property in the 
West Burlington Urban 
Renewal Area, Pursuant 
to Section 403.19 of the 
Code of Iowa

Council considered the 
first reading of an Ordi-
nance establishing a new 
“tax increment district” by 
designating certain real 
property referred to below 
as the February 2024 Tax 
Increment Financing Dis-
trict. The purpose of this 
ordinance is to provide 
for the division of taxes 
levied on certain taxable 
property in the West Bur-
lington Urban Renewal 
Area each year to create 
a special fund to finance 
projects in the Urban Re-
newal Area. The February 
2024 Tax Increment Fi-

nancing District” includes 
parcels located along S. 
Gear Ave. including the 
Westland Mall and out 
lots around the mall, more 
particularly described as 
follows:

Des Moines Coun-
ty Property Tax Parcel 
Identification Numbers 
10-35-252-008, 10-35-
251-001, 10-35-252-010, 
10-35-252-009, 10-35-
252-007, 10-35-276-009, 
10-35-401-004, 10-35-
402-005, 10-35-252-012 
and 10-35-252-011.

Moved by Crowner, 
seconded by Lees, to ap-
prove the first reading of 
an Ordinance establishing 
the February 2024 Tax 
Increment Financing Dis-
trict and provide for the 
division of taxes levied 
on taxable property in the 
West Burlington Urban 
Renewal Area to finance 
projects in the Urban 
Renewal Area. Motion 
carried by the following 
votes:

Ayes: Covert, Crowner, 
Lees, and Young

Consider a Resolution 
Setting a Date of Meeting 
to approve a Develop-
ment Agreement with 
JNB West Burlington, LP, 
Including Annual Appro-
priation Tax Increment 
Payments

Council agreed to set 
a meeting date of Feb-
ruary 7, 2024, at 6:00 
p.m. to consider a De-
velopment Agreement 
between the City and 
JNB West Burlington, LP 
in connection with the 
construction of housing 
affordable to seniors of 
low and moderate income 
in the West Burlington 
Urban Renewal Area. 
The Development Agree-
ment provides for certain 
financial incentives in 
the form of incremental 
property tax payments to 
the Developer in a total 
amount not exceeding 
$600,000 as authorized 
by Section 403.9 of the 
Code of Iowa.

Moved by Crowner, 
seconded by Lees, to 
approve a Resolution 
setting a date of February 

7, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. to 
consider a Development 
Agreement with JNB 
West Burlington, LP, 
Including Annual Appro-
priation Tax Increment 
Payments not to exceed 
$600,000.

Motion carried by the 
following votes:

Ayes: Covert, Crowner, 
Lees, and Young

Consider CivicPlus Up-
graded Website Platform 
and New Contract Terms

City Administrator 
Mandsager asked Coun-
cil to consider upgrading 
from the current version 
of the Civic Plus web-
site platform to the full 
version called Engage 
Central. The Engage 
Central platform provides 
more robust functionality, 
flexibility, and a notifica-
tion center that includes 
text messaging & email. 
The total initial investment 
would be $14,984.00. 
This includes the set-up 
costs of $11,204.00 and 
one year of support for 
$3780.00. City Adminis-
trator Mandsager felt this 
was a substantially better 
platform and he was able 
to negotiate a significant 
discount to upgrade. 

Moved by Lees, sec-
onded by Young, to enter 
into a new contract with 
CivicPlus to upgrade 
to the Engage Central 
website platform. Motion 
carried by the following 
votes:

Ayes: Covert, Crowner, 
Lees, and Young

Consider a Resolution 
applying for and com-
mitting a local match 
for BRIC Grant (FEMA 
Stormwater Funding 
through IDNR)

City Administrator 
Mandsager asked Council 
to support an applica-
tion for funding through 
the Iowa Department of 
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Manage-
ment and the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency’s Building Re-
silient Infrastructure and 
Communities (BRIC) 
program for funding from 
the Hazard Mitigation 

Reach thousands of potential customers each day
& grow your business. Call today!

Advertise
in a brand new way.

Lee (319)371.4125 • Chuck (319)371.1670

http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Never Shiver. Don’t Sweat.

Just call
Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Vinyl Banners
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Supplies

Flyers

Posters
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Furniture
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Form
s

Trifold Brochures
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orrection

Coffee 
Mugs
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Printing
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ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

1405 E Washington St
Mt Pleasant

608 S 9th St
Burlington

1904 Avenue H
Fort Madison

Your Neighborhood Hardware and Rental Store!

Visit us online: kempkerstruevalue.com

YOUR AD HERE
for as little as $50 per month

Call Lee at 319.371.4125
or email classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

PUBLIC NOTICES
Assistance Program, in 
the amount of $200,000. 
The BRIC Program is de-
signed to provide funding 
to address future risks of 
natural disasters, includ-
ing wildfires, drought, 
hurricanes, earthquakes, 
extreme heat, and 
flooding. The City would 
be responsible for up to 
$37,000 of local monies 
to be used to meet the 
minimum local match re-
quirement for this mitiga-
tion grant application.

Moved by Crowner, 
seconded by Lees, to 
approve a Resolution 
authorizing the filing of 
an application through 
the Iowa Department of 
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management 
to the FEMA for funding 
from the Hazard Mitiga-
tion Assistance Program 
for $200,000, with the City 
being responsible for the 
local match requirement 
of up to $37,000.

Motion carried by the 
following votes:

Ayes: Covert, Crowner, 
Lees, and Young

CITIZEN INQUIRIES

CLOSED SESSION
ADJOURN
Moved by Lees, sec-

onded by Crowner, to 
adjourn at 6:50 p.m.

Motion carried by the 
following votes:

Ayes: Covert, Crowner, 
Lees, and Young

Approved Ron Teater, 
Mayor

Kelly D. Fry, City Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
West Burlington

Special City Council 
Meeting Minutes

Tuesday,
January 23, 2024

The West Burlington 
City Council met in Spe-
cial Session on Tues-
day, January 23, 2024, 
at 11:00 a.m. at West 
Burlington City Hall, 122 
Broadway Street, West 
Burlington, Iowa, with 
Mayor Ron Teater presid-
ing.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Andy Crowner, John 
Johnson, Melanie Young, 
and Therese Lees

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Ringo Covert

ALSO PRESENT: 
Mayor Ron Teater, Police 
Chief Jesse Logan, Public 
Works Director Mike 
Brissey, City Clerk Kelly 
Fry, and City Administra-
tor Gregg Mandsager

CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
PERFECTING & AP-

PROVAL OF AGENDA
Moved by Lees, sec-

onded by Johnson, to 
approve the agenda as 
presented. Motion carried 
by the following votes:

Ayes: Crowner, John-
son, Young, and Lees

NEW BUSINESS
Consider a Resolution 

authorizing the filing of 
an application for Iowa’s 
Transportation Alterna-
tives Program (TAP) for 
the Agency Road Trail 
Project

City Administrator 
Mandsager explained 
that Federal Fiscal Year 
2028 funds are available 
under the Transportation 
Alternatives Program 
(TAP). Mandsager asked 
Council to authorize an 
application for $ funding 
to support the construc-

tion of a 10’ wide multi-
use trail along Agency Rd. 
between West Burlington 
Ave. and Gear Ave. If 
funding was awarded, 
the City would be respon-
sible for the minimum 
local funding match of 
20% and for adequately 
maintaining the complet-
ed improvements in a 
manner acceptable to the 
Iowa DOT and FHWA for 
a minimum of 20 years 
following project comple-
tion. Council agreed there 
was a need for a pedes-
trian trail along Agency 
Rd. and supported the 
Resolution authorizing an 
application to be filed with 
the State for TAP funding.

Moved by Lees, sec-
onded by Young, to 
approve a Resolution 
authorizing the filing of 
an application for Iowa’s 
Transportation Alterna-
tives Program (TAP) for 
the Agency Road Trail 
Project.

Motion carried by the 
following votes:

Ayes: Crowner, John-
son, Young, and Lees

Consider a Resolution 

authorizing the filing of 
an application for Surface 
Transportation Block 
Grant (STBG) Funding 
for Mt Pleasant Street Im-
provements Phase 3 & 4

City Administrator 
Mandsager explained 
that Surface Transporta-
tion Block Grant (STBG) 
funding is available in the 
Federal Fiscal Year 2028, 
from the Iowa Department 
of Transportation. Mand-
sager recommended 
applying for $1,848,00 
in Region 16 Federal 
STBG Funds to complete 
Phase 3 and 4 of the Mt. 
Pleasant Street resurfac-
ing project which would 
extend from the Highway 
34 Exit Ramp, west to the 
Intersection of Mt. Pleas-
ant Street and Beaver-
dale Rd. The City would 
be responsible for a 20% 
local match and future 
maintenance.

Moved by Crowner, 
seconded by Lees, to 
approve a Resolution 
authorizing the filing of 
an application for Surface 
Transportation Block 
Grant (STBG) Funding 

for Mt Pleasant Street Im-
provements Phase 3 & 4.

Motion carried by the 
following votes:

Ayes: Crowner, John-
son, Young, and Lees

Consider appointing 
Kyle Dobson to the Board 
of Zoning Adjustment

Moved by Crowner, 
seconded by Lees, to ap-
prove Kyle Dobson’s ap-
pointment to the Board of 
Zoning Adjustment from 
January 2024 through 
December 2028.

Motion carried by the 
following votes:

Ayes: Crowner, John-
son, Young, and Lees

CITIZEN INQUIRIES
ADJOURN
There being no further 

business, the meeting 
adjourned at 11:20 a.m.

Approved
Ron Teater, Mayor
Kelly D. Fry, City Clerk

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
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 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

Hospice Care  
You Can Count On
Nonprofit. Locally based.
Serving Iowans since 1978.

(319) 385-4472 
everystep.org/find-care

EveryStep Hospice has a long history of serving 
southeast Iowa. Our expert team brings compassionate 
care to patients and families, in their homes. 
Ask for EveryStep. We can be there for your family, too.
Serving these counties: Lee, Louisa, Des Moines, Henry, Jefferson, 
Keokuk, Van Buren and Washington. 

The picnic table and 
garbage can delivery 
will only be available 
for events held on city-
owned property or right-
of-way.

There will also be a 
$15 per day food ven-
dor license or $40 for 3 
days and carnival fee of 
$25 per day or $100 per 
week. A liquor license 
will be allowable and 
varies. Police security 
will be billed at $70 
hour/office and fire per-
mits will cost $20.

With the addition of 
some fees, the city has 
also eliminated fees that 
are associated with the 
number of participants. 
Currently, the scale is 
progressive and increas-
es by $25 up to 10,000 
participants. Those fees 
are now no longer appli-
cable.

The delivery of picnic 
tables and garbage cans 
has tripled under the 
new schedule. The food 
vendor and carnival fees, 
security and fire permit 
fees are all remaining the 
same. Prior to the new 
fee structure, the city 
didn’t charge a special 
event fee.

The city passed an 
ordinance for special 
events in 2023 and that 
ordinance allows for or-
ganizers to approach the 
city council and ask for 
fees for special events to 
be waived for the benefit 
of the community.

Bousselot said when 
the council passed the 
ordinance for the special 
event application, the 
new code required the 
city to see fees for the 
events by resolution and 
that was what he was 

presenting.
“Matt (Mohrfeld) is 

probably going to say 
that we shouldn’t be 
charging special event 
fees because they bring 
money into our commu-
nity,” Bousselot said.

“But we still have to 
have a fee associated 
because each time I’m 
charged for a special 
event, that money’s 
coming out of something 
and we’ve talked about it 
coming from hotel/motel 
tax funds.”

Mohrfeld said coun-
cilman Rusty Andrews, 
who wasn’t in atten-
dance, was charged by 
the mayor with evaluat-
ing the fees said An-
drews’ opinion would 
very likely be the city 
shouldn’t be charging 
anybody for anything.

Councilwoman An-
gela Roller said she had 
concerns about the city 
possibly charging one 
group a fee or fees, but 
then waiving fees for 
another event.

“My issue is if we do 
it for one, we have to do 
it for all. Then it comes 
back to why do we have 
the fee? I don’t want to 
sit up here and say one 
event has to pay and 
another doesn’t,” Roller 
said.

Bousselot reiterated 
that the current code 
allows people to come 
to ask for the fees to be 
waived.

“You’re getting into it 
based on that ordinance 
we passed,” Bousselot 
said. “You’re going to 
have people coming and 
asking, guaranteed. You 
had it before the ordi-
nance was in place and 

you’re going to have it 
now.”

Roller said she under-
stood but she reiterated 
that she had trouble 
waiving it for certain 
people or groups and not 
others.

Bousselot said they 
have to have a fee so they 
know what to take out of 
hotel/motel taxes to pay 
for the services, or the 
group would have to pay.

“Think about it. We’re 
taking it, loading it up, 
we’re hauling to whatev-
er site, and going back to 
pick it up again. There’s 
labor associated with 
that and vehicle wear 
and tear,” Bousselot said.

In other action:
• the council approved 

signing off on a Federal 
Recreational Trails grant 
to help with Phase V of 
the PORT Trail on 48th 
Street, The grant will 
help reimburse engineer-
ing and design fees.

• the council en-
tered into a continuing 
agreement with Alliant 
Energy for Interruptable 
Service at the water plant 
in exchange for a dis-
count on rates charged 
to the city.

• the council approved 
contracts with the city 
fire and police depart-
ment unions for two 
years. The agreements 
allow for a 5% annual 
increase with no health 
insurance premium 
increases.

• the council approved 
appointing Melinda 
Blind to the Fort Madi-
son Housing Authority, 
Adriene Jenkins to the 
City Library Board, and 
Savanna Collier to the 
city’s Planning and Zon-
ing Commission.
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City OKs police, fire deals

The surgery was simple.  Only a local anesthetic and light sedation were used.  
The pacemaker is about the size of the crystal on my watch.  It was inserted in a 
“pouch” just under the skin by my left collarbone.  Wonders upon wonders, my pulse 
straightened right out, tacking along at a cool 72 bpm, with no skips.  They’re telling 
me I will feel a lot better and have more energy.  Yippee!

I’m somewhat amazed that I have heart issues, considering all the aerobic exercise 
I’ve participated in over the years: running, biking, swimming, which included mar-
athons and triathlons.  Most recently, when I kept stumbling and falling while run-
ning, I switched my morning workouts to the elliptical machine.  I was convinced I 
was living a heart-healthy life style.  Shows-to-go me.  

But my low pulse problem, wobbly legs and light headedness were not from any 
inner ear problem, arterial blockage or heart weakness.  It was an intermittent block-
age of the electrical signal from the atrium to the ventricle.  My 75 year old heart was 
losing its conductivity and needed a little boost, or jump start.

So, if you’re creeping up there in age, and having light headedness, and wobbly legs 
(50% of elderly do), see your doctor.  The first thing my doctor did was order a CT 
Scan of my brain.  Then he had me do a neuro-cognitive evaluation along with phys-
ical therapy.  It was at physical therapy where the low pulse rate (bradycardia) reared 
its sluggish head, but put me on the path to recovery. 

Looking back, it’s a good thing this happened while I was at physical therapy, just a 
wheelchair ride from ER.  I was lucky.  Or was it Divine Intervention?

At home, I’m supposed to take it ez with the exercising for the first month.  I’ve 
never been a nice-and-easy kind of guy.  It’s usually all-or-nothing.  But, it is my 
heart, the only one I have, and I have mellowed with age.  Besides, I need to keep 
Uma happy.  I’d rather have a pacemaker than a widowmaker.  February is Heart 
Month.    

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email 
him at curtswarm@yahoo.com, or visit his website at www.empty-nest-words-pho-
tos-and-frames.com.          

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Divine intervention 
lands author in hospital

LEE COUNTY - The Lee Coun-
ty Narcotics Task Force reports the 
arrest of a Keokuk woman on misde-
meanor drug charges.

Cassie Nicole Smith, age 28, of 
Keokuk is charged with: Possession 
of methamphetamine, a serious 
misdemeanor, Possession of drug 
paraphernalia, a simple misdemean-
or, and Maintaining a drug house, an 
aggravated misdemeanor.

The charges came after a search 
warrant that was executed at Smith’s 
residence in Keokuk.  

The Lee County Narcotics Task 
Force were assisted by the Keokuk 
Police Department, the Lee County 
SRT (Special Response Team), the 

Fort Madison 
Police De-
partment, the 
State of Iowa 
Division of 
Narcotics En-
forcement, and 
the Lee Coun-
ty Attorney’s 
Office.

The defendant 
in this case is presumed innocent 
until proven guilty.  The Lee County 
Narcotics Task Force is funded in 
part by the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice and the funds administered by 
the Iowa Governor’s Office of Drug 
Control Policy.

Task Force gets another arrest in 
Keokuk on drug charges

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

http://www.jdrf.org
https://www.TAWIns.com
https://www.everystep.org/find-care
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
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