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Energy company offers $3.6 billion for Wever facility

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 25,788
WEBSITE VIEWS: 864

WEVER - According to press release issued Monday
morning, a Koch group has reached an agreement to pur-
chase Iowa Fertilizer LLC, in Wever for $3.6 billion and
considerations.

The transaction between OCI Global and Koch Ag &
Energy Solutions remains subject to receipt of certain U.S.
antitrust approvals, but does not require OCI shareholder
approval.

Officials said the transaction is expected to close in 2024.

Iowa Fertilizer has a Payment in Lieu Of Taxes, or PILOT
program in place with Lee County and according to the lan-
guage of the agreement, the agreement does not to appear to

be assignable to a new owner without approval of the county.

That agreement provides a 20-year exemption for property
taxes with payments made annually in lieu of property taxes.
Currently IFCo is paying $600,000 annually through 2025.
That agreement caps the payments at $1.3 million through
the final five years and then the facility will be subject to
regular county industrial taxation schedules.

Lee County Supervisor Chairman Garry Seyb said he
wasn’t aware of the news Monday evening, but said the
county will wait and watch how things unfold.

“We’ll have to wait and see how this unfolds and see what
our county attorney’s opinion of the agreement is,” Seyb
said.

The property is currently valued at just over $73,000,000
according to Lee County records.

NOVEMBER 14, 2023

Holtkamp next
TSR General

Chairman

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 10,750
WEBSITE VIEWS: 1,010

FORT MADISON - The next three
years of the Fort Madison Tri-State
Rodeo are in good hands.

In October, the Rodeo committee
announced Bobby Holtkamp will be
the rodeo general chairman for the
next three years.

Holtkamp slides into the position
after more than 15 years volunteer-
ing with the rodeo committee on the
advertising, hospitality, security, and
pre-rodeo committees.

The Fort Madison native follows
previous chairman Tony Johnson and
Chuck Kempker, who took over in a
rare 1-year term to usher in the rodeo’s
75th anniversary.

“I had some hopes that I would’ve
been next, but there are a lot of good
people involved with this,” Holtkamp
said.

“Chuck took it and ran with it and

the challenge.

moving”

had a great, great exciting year. It was

record-setting and I've had some peo-
ple since I was announced tell me that
will be tough to follow. But I'm up for

“I don’t think I'll ever reach the level
of Chuck’ event, but we’re not going
to go backwards, we're going to keep

Holtkamp said it was special to have
Chuck run last year’s event because
he was able to rely on his past rodeo

Past Tri-State Rodeo general chairman Tony Johnson, left, hands off
the general chairman buckle to incoming general chairman Bobby
Holtkamp Tuesday at the Tri-State Rodeo Arena.

experience to bring a special event to
the C.E. “Eddie” Richard’s Arena on the
rodeo grounds in September.

“It was such a cool thing for Chuck
because he’s been involved for so many
years and he brought back some of
that old rodeo stuft - stuff that I never
would have thought of doing”

On Tuesday, Holtkamp was passed
the ceremonial General Chairman
Buckle from Johnson, who’s still recog-
nized as past chairman.

NOVEMBER 6, 2023

County OKs
speed cameras
on Hwy. 218

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 26,383
WEBSITE VIEWS: 2,883

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - Speed cameras are
coming soon to a highway near you.

Lee County Supervisors heard an update
from Andrew Noble with Sitestream LLC,
the company contracted by the county
to install and monitor the
speed cameras, at Mon-
day’s regular meeting of the
board.

Noble said six cameras
will be installed along Hwy.
218/27 in three different
locations by the end of the
week. He said the cameras
won't be issuing speeding notices until
December 11, but they will be functional
starting Monday.

“Construction starts this week. We'll be
installing six cameras on Highway 218/27
with three locations northbound and
three southbound with construction to be
completed this week starting Wednesday,’
Noble said.

“The anticipation is that at the end of this
week all six will be operational”

After the cameras are installed and
operational, there will be a two-week data
gathering period for Iowa Department of
Transportation. Noble said for those two
weeks the cameras will be providing data
only, with no photographs or tickets being
sent. Following that 14-day period, the
cameras will be operational for an addition-
al two weeks issuing notices with warnings
attached.

“These will be notices sent to people
speeding past cameras. No monies will be
owed for those notices. But we do invite
them to go to the website where it will
show their vehicle recorded by the camera,”
Noble said.

Following that grace period for motorists,
the notices will then be sent carrying fines.

Lee County Sherift Stacy Weber didn't
address how much the fines would be, at
what speed fines would start, or what rang-
es of fines would be in place.
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We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost in 2023

Teresa Lynn “TA” Adair
Judith Ann Adam
Charles Richard Adams
Doris Evelyn Adkins
Sherry Agnew
Ramona M. Alvarez
Melvin E. “Mike” Ammer
Jamal Terry Anderson
Peggy M. Anderson
Connie Ruth Armstrong
Rosalie A. “Rose” Armstrong
Micheal Paul “Mike” Arnold
Laurel L. Atkins
Cecel Grace Atkinson Neff
Douglas “Doug” Keith
Atterberg
Ashley Austin
Thomas G. Azinger
Barbara Ann (Bagley) Easley
James Bernard Bailey
Margaret Alys Bailey
Donald Raymond Balentine
Shirley Ann Ball
Walt Baker
Beatrice “Bea” Kay Barker
Howell
Marilyn Sue Barnhart
Thomas Zuber Barr
Edmund B. “Ed” Bartholomew
Kenneth E. Basham
Fredrick Joseph “Fred” Baxter
Elvin “Pork” Beach
Joanne Marie Beach
Tonya Beach
Gloria Jean Beall
Michael R. Beall
John Carl Dean Beaumont
Darrell Wayne Becker
Rose Marie Becker
Ross Wayne Becker
Michael “Mike” Lee Belton
Sharon Starr Bennett
Margaret Kathryn Bentzinger
Gregory
Simon John Bentzinger
Rosanne M. Bertschi
Gary Dean Billings
Beverly Rose Blackwell
Priscilla L. Blecha
Steven Jay Blint
Jayme Anthony Boeding

Joyce Ann Bogguss
Rick Jason Boley
Robert Keith Boltz
JoAnn “Jo” Boulware
Maxine Bernadine Bourgeois
Patricia “Pat” Lea Bowden

James “Jim” Roger Bowman
Blair Lowell Boyd
Frances Elvera Boylan
(née Fawley)
Carolyn Jane Brackensick
Mary Helen Bradley
Perry Lee Bradley
Dennis “Denny” Joseph
Braeden
Bruce Ira Brandt
Jared K. Brisby
Garry Dean Briscoe
Michael Arnz Brockman
Esther Brooks
Carroll Kim Brown
James Daniel “Butch” Brown
Joner Junior “Pete” Brown
Lyle Leslie Brown
Travis Brown
Lonnie Dean Bryant
Janet E. Buford
Verna Mae (Burgdorf-Dains)
Colyer
Jesse Edward Burgher, Sr.
Steven V. Burke
Matthew Noel Burns
Thomas Stanley “Stan” Burris
Donald James Bush
Nancy Lou Butler
Susan E. Butler
Macksten Hayes Buttz
Dustin Michael Cackley
Stanley Joe Cale
Evelyn Lucille “Peggy” Calvert
Albert “Al” Carl Campbell
Judy Rae (Carlton)
Wright-Mays
Eleanor Ann Carter
Timothy R. Carter
Shirley J. Case
Stephen (“Steve”) Louis Celania
Elissa D. Chaney
Thomas B. Christy
Gerald Lee “Jerry” Clark
Hollice Clark, Jr.

Larry Dean Clark
James D. Conaway
Mary Kathryn Cooper
Michael “Mike” Ray Cooper
Bertha Helen Copeland
Craig Charles Coppage
David Lee Cornelius
Kathleen Susan Cornelius
Ronald Earl Courtney
Virgie A Courtney
Henry “Hank” Gale Courtois
Ralph Troy Cox

Jason Alan Creen
Edith May Crowell
Cindy Ann Cumbie

Max LeRoy Cunningham
Michael “Mike” Lynn Curtis
Helen Louise Dains
Martin Joseph Daly
John Davis, Sr.
Mary Louise Davis
Ralph “Toby” Dale Davis
Raymond Samuel Davis
Leonida C. “Nida” Daw
William Keith Daw
Donald Wayne Deck
Shirley Decker Schreck Kerr
William Clair Denning
Jessica Jean DeWitt
Melva Jean Mary DeWitt
Charles W. Dickinson
Jesse John Dorman
Larry Lee Douglas
Carol M. Duncan
Daniel Patrick Dunn
Cecil Wayman Edgington
Grace Ann Edmiston
Linda (DeBruyn) Ehrsam
Bonnie J. Diercks
Jolene Rae Dilks
Kurt Andrew Drager
Jerry Ray Drummond
Michael Eberle
Janis “Jan” Dianne Eckland
Gary D. Edens
Cecil Wayman Edgington

Kent “Wally” Michael Edmiston
George Louis Donald Eichacker

Mary Ann Elizabeth Eid
Norene Mae Eid
Gary Dean Eilers
Betty Lou Elder

Frank “Bubba” Hersey Ellis IV
Phyllis M. Emdia
Eva Jean Enhorning
Raymond R. Estrada, Jr.
Doris Etka
John Michael Farmer
Robert Gary Farris
Herbert E. “Gene” Faul
Randy James Faulkner
Mary Linn Fedler
Phillip A. Fedler
John Merril Ferguson
Linda Mae Ferguson
Keith William Fink
Kay Suzanne (Fish) Belt
Carol Louise Schroeder Foss
Joan Foster Hinrichs

Craig Douglas Foulkes
Curtis Henry Foulkes
Delora Faye Fraise
Russell E. Frakes
Gary Lynn Francis
General Grant Franklin
Phyllis Jean Frazier
Darlene Freitag
Glen J. Fugate, Jr.
Joseph “Joe” Michael Fuller
Kermit John Fulton
Marcella N. Funck
William James Garner
Robert Gene Gerhardt
Joyce L. Gibbs
Marilyn Kay Gilman
Donald “Don” Dean Glasgow
Henry E. Gray
Samuel L. Gray
Leigh Ann Gregory
Norma Jean Gregory
Curtis Lee Griffin
Loretta M. (Griffin) Walsinger
Bailey
Imelda M. Groene
Richard L. Groene
Rita Groene
Rosemary Groene
Catherine Sue Guess
Barbara Jean Guinther
Patricia A. Haas
Paul Richard Haas
Geraldine Louise “Jerry”
Haffner Watkins
Patricia Ilene Haffner
Kala Jo Haisch
Luka Edward Haist
Harvey G. Hale
Dorothy May “Dottie” Hall
Yvetta Delores “Betty” Hallam
Misty Janay Hallman
Roberta Lynn Hamilton
Kevin Wayne Hammond
Dale Hamner
Robert Bruce Hansen
Glenda L. Hardman
Edna Blanche Hardy
Rosa Harris
Elizabeth L. “Betty” Harvey
Sylvia “Sue” Harvey
Jerry L. Hatfield
Clell Laver Hauser
Yvonne H. Hawkins
Thad L. Hay
Dixie D. Hayes
Joy Ann Hayes
Philip Edward Hecht

Wayne L. Heidbreder
Joseph “Joe” Adam Heinrich
Helen Hennies
David L. Henninger
Michelle Dawn Henze
Candace “Candy” Leigh Herron
Bryant
Bernard B. “Bernie” Hesse IV
Betty L. Hetzer
Lillie Louise Hickey
Harry Aloysius Higgins
Scott Wynn Hobbs
Dennis Lee Hodges
Edgar “Bud” George Hoener
Kenneth K. Hoffmeister
Donna Jean Holman
Darlene Mae Holmes
Marilyn Kay Holmes
Myrna “Merty” Faye Holmes
Janet Holterhaus Ditzman
Dorothy E. Holtkamp
M. Rae Holtkamp
Thomas Allen “Tom” Holtkamp
Carl James Holtz
Delmar Clemens Holtz
Harold “Butch” Horn
Gary Harlan Horstman
James R. Howard
Lillias B. Huling
Eugene Arthur Hunold
Peter John Huppert
Cora Del Hymes
Margaret E. “Peggy” Ickes
Sandra Mae “Sandy” Iverson
Leonard “Leo” M. Jackson
Earl Albert Jenkins
Eunice Elvira Jensen
Dixie L. Jingst
Jerry Ralph Jinkens
David “Eric” Johnson
Dorothy Eleanor Johnson
George A. “G” Johnson
Lonnie Wayne Johnson
Paul Eugene Johnson
Stephanie Lynn Johnson
Patrice Jordan
Lucille Fern “Judy” Jorgenson
Wayne Allen Jorgenson
Jesse R. Juarez, Sr.
Craig Russell Junkins
Joni Lee Junkins
Alice M. “Sue” Kamp
James M. Karaff
Loretta May Kay
David Elmer Keefe
Mary Gwynn Keller
Michael “Mike” Patrick Kelly

Joy Helen Kemper
Johnnie Keppel
Edward Kiedaisch
Keith Michael King
Wendy Lee (Kite) Chase
Kathleen “Kay” Klepfer
Arletta Ruth (Knipe) Muerhoff
Darrell K. Knight
LeRoy Koch
Mary Dean Koeber
Jane M. Koellner
Judy Ann Kolvis
Richard Joe Krouse
Cecilia Elizabeth Kruse
Thelma J. Kruse
John Leonard LaBonte
Deborah H. “Debbie” Lampe
Melvin Land
Mary E. Larson
Jerrie R. Latham
Donna Kay Laubersheimer
Stephen “Steve” Douglas Leazer
Hazel Irene Lee
Margaret Yvonne Leftler
Debra Jean LeMatty
James Lee Lemon
Donald Leroy Lewis, Sr.
Lonnie Eugene Lewis
Josie Limas
Mary Jane (Linder) Goeke
Joseph Dennis Link
Charlotte May Loges
Randy Loges
John D. Long
Lola Mae Long
Krystal Hope Lopez
Willa Loring
Gail Nadine Love
Gary L. Lovell
Robert D. “Bob” Luchsinger
Lillian Dorothy Lung
Frances Rae Lux
Teresa Marie Madden
Thomas L. Main
Robert Gilbert Mann
Donald Robert Manning, Sr.
Marcella A. “Sally” Mansheim
Christopher Dean Markey
Rick Anthony Marlin
Ruth Anne “Annie” (Marlin)
Ross
Emma P. Marquez
Patricia Ann Marshall
Edith Louise (Martin) Roth
Kenneth “Kenny” P. Martinez
Rufina Martinez
Lorri Beth Martz-Bliss
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We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost in 2023

Melody Marie Maynard
Garry H. Maxwell
Clair Bell McBride

Richard Delbert McCarl, Sr.
Lonnie J. McCarty
Wayne L. McClain
David E. McClary

Donald Paul McCoy
Jesse W. McGee
Norma L. McSparen
Ronald Gene “Ron” McVeigh
Darlene Joyce McVey
Patricia I. Meierotto
Daniel Mendez
Mary M. Mendez
Cecil Menke
Michael Robert “Heav” Menke
Roger J. Menke

Lorraine Ann Merydith

Larry Ray Metzger
Joann C. Meyer
Richard “Rick” Meyers
Dorothy Milam
Kenneth Gerald Miller
Lyle Dean Miller, Jr.
Ronald Miller
James Earl Minter
Sadie M. Mitchell
Kodi Lee Moeller
Darrell “Henry” Moeller
Marvin Gerhard “Marvie”
Moeller
Paul William Moeller
James Kent “Jim” Moline
Minote Mae Monical
Robert G. “Bob” Moore, Jr.
Sherryl E. Moore
Bryan Keith Morehouse Sr.
Gerald “Gerry” Ray Morgan
Mandy Marie Morrison Garcia
Sharon Rae Morrison
Esther Morse
Percy “Marty” Martin Alfred
Leroy Mortimer

Bonita Marie Mosley

John Michael Moylan
Bonnie J. Mueller
Frank O. “Sbud” Mueller
Anita Lois Mulch
Juanita Marie Mullen
Luenda “Lue” A. Muth
Glen Oren Myers
Stephanie Gertrude Myers
Wilbur V. Neil
Dennis Wayne Nelson
Kimmi Jo Nelson
Brody Lee Newberry
Jerald Wayne “Jerry” Newberry
Joyce A. Newton
Mary Johanna “Jo” Newton
Clyde Douglas “Doug” Nickel
Ethel C. Nolte
Thomas Ray “Tom” North
Douglass G. Norvell
Charleen Nye
Melissa Sue Oaks
Gary Lee “Coffee” Olson
Leon J. Ott
Barbara E. Otte
Kenneth E. Ough
Janie Lee Ourth
Thomas “Tom” Joseph
Palermini
Bertha Carola Panther
Connie “Lynn” Parrish
Jeb Thomas Parrish
Lois T. Patten Delaney
Dale Edward Patton
Larry Charles Payne
Susan “Susie” Patricia Payne
Linda Perrenoud
Donald J. “Don” Peterschmidt
Lydia M. Peterschmidt
Douglas Keith Petersen
Betty A. Peterson
Betty Pfeiferling
Samuel Lloyd “Sam” Philp
Cynthia “Cindy” Marie Picton
Anna Belle Pierce

Alberta Jean Piersee

Julia Lee Pilcher
Diane Roseria Pilkington
Rose Mary Pitford
Thomas “Tom” L. Pitman Sr.
Lorna Elsine Polley
Jacob Allen Pollmeier
Cecilia Rae Poole
Doris J. Pope
Mary Sue Pote
Elsie Mae Poulter
Frances Joan Powelson
Lucy Prado
James M. Pranger
Linda (Pratt) Gregory
Krisen Lee “Kris” Printy
Larry J. Privia
Charles W. Prock
Ronald Lee Ranck
Patricia K. Rea
Karen Marie Real
Joseph Albert Reed
Evelyn Rempe
Carolyn Sue (Rentfro) Lind
Jo Anne (Rose) Reida
Betty “Jean” Rench
Ruth Sybel Richardson
Marian Rose Riter
Melody Ann Riter
EM. “Buddy” Robey, Jr.
Alberta L. Robinson
Mark Anthony Robinson
Frances Kay Rodefer
Shirley V. Rodhouse
Amy Kathleen Rogers
Laetitia Cook Rotter
E. Regina Rowe
Evalee Beth Rowlette

William “Bill” Bernard Roxlau

Wayne Herman Rube
Virginia R. Ruble
Alan Jay Rung
Maria Liliana “Lily” Russell
Mary Ellen Russell

Norma Russell

Roseanne Sheryll Sadeghi
Myrna Lynn Saldeen
Floretta M. Salladay

Carol A. Samuel
Brendan P. Sanders
Porje Syemone Evaun Sangster
David Lawrence Sapp
Lucille E. Sartory
Carl Alan Saunders
Gerald Sawyer
Jerome “Jerry” Kenneth Sayler
Karen S. Schlicher
Mary Alice Scholtz
Doris J. Schrader
Arlin Joseph Schreck
Dennis Paul Schreck
Darlene F. Schroeder
Mildred L. “Millie” Schulz
Carol Barbara Schwab
Sandra E. Schwan
John “Kenny” Schwiete
Sharon Kay Scott
Leona Christine Scudder
Timothy James Seager
Judith Ann (Senf) Orr
James A. “Jimbo” Settles
Donald W. Shaffer
Tara Michelle Sharp
Lilly M. Shriver
Todd Reid Shriver
Lois Jean Shuman
Dennis Merlin Seigfried
Susan Theresa “Susie” Siegfried
Patrick Joseph Siegrist
Pamela A. Simon
Nathaniel James Simonson
Dennis E. Sly
Katherine Ann Smidt
Bernice Julian Smith
Randall Dean Smith “Crapaw”
Sandra Mae “Sandy” Smith
Vuel Mae Smith
Melva J. Soppe
Allen Ray Sparrow

Stan Lee Stambach
Charles Richard “Dick” Steele
Beverly Ann Stevens
William “Bill” Lewis Stewart
Michael Lee Stice
Randy Joseph Stinson
Lawrence “Larry” P. Strayer
Vivian Madonna
Stuekerjuergen
Harold G. Stuckwisch
Joseph Bernard Stukerjurgen
Dorothy L. “Dotty” Summers
Douglas “Doug” Kent Summers
Julie R. Sutcliffe
Howard Clinton Sutton
Sharon Kay Sutton
Cindy Sue Swinderman
Mary Margaret Swinderman
Judy Kay Tade
Robert Eugene Teesdale
Evonne Karen Teeselink
Timothy Alyn Terrell
Jeftrey A. Thompson
Kira Rae Thompson
Ralph LaVerne Todd
Harold “Peach” Towery
Betty L. Tripp
Ray W. Tuttle
Elsie B. Tweedy
Walter Tweedy
Gail Tyler
Nancy Underwood
John Stephen “Steve” Value
Phyllis Joy VanAusdall Ewing
Earleen (Chi) Helen
VanNiewaal
Arthur L. “Beezer” Vaughan
David Peter Vogel
Desiree M. Vradenburg
Patricia Jo Vradenburg
Aurora Ilene Waider
Joanne Walljasper
Keith Arthur Walljasper
Mildred Elizabeth Walljasper

Paul Dean Walker
Ronald L. Walker
Helen Elizabeth Wall
Robert L. Wallingford
Marilyn Walte
Stanley Keith Watson
Floyd Leo Watznauer
Leona A. Weber
Carl “Junie” Weirather, Jr.
Larry Gene Weirather
Mary Ann Elizabeth Weirather
Gloria Mae Wellendorf
Wilma J. Wellman
Mary Lee Welsh
Charles James Wendorf
William Henry “Bill” Wenke
Eva Pear]l West
Evelyn L. Klesener Westfall
Brad Whisenand
Larry Wilcox
Matthew Martin Wilhelm
Carolee Wilhite
Verona Alberta Williams
Christina Wilson
Michele Ruth Winn
Dolores Jean Witte
Lois Ilene Wixom
Lloyd Hughes Wolf
Mary Jane “Janey” Wolgemuth
Norman E. Wollbrink
Charles “Chuck” E. Wood
Trelawney Sue “Tawny” Wood
Joe W. Worley
Francis William “Butch”
Wrieden, Sr.
Patty A. Wright
Sabrina Ekko Wright
Cynthia L. “Cindy” Yaeger
Linda Kay Boe Yaley
Ina “Mary” Young
Michele Dearing Young
Gwendolen (Gwen) Zeitler
Brown

Clifford Marlin Zick, Jr.
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SEPTEMBER 20,2023

Richter earns Hall of Fame nod

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 11,457
WEBSITE VIEWS: 774

WEST POINT - Mikaela Foecke
Richter, a 2015 graduate of Holy Trinity
Catholic High School and member of the
Crusaders’ 2014 state champion volleyball
team, will be inducted into the Iowa Girls
High School Athletic Union Volleyball
Hall of Fame for the Class of 2023.

Richter, who went onto play for the
National Champion Nebraska Cornhusk-
ers, will be accepting the award Thursday,
Nov. 2, prior to the finals of the State
High School Volleyball Championship at
Xtream Arena in Iowa City.

She finished her high school career with
a state record of 2,813 kills, 473 blocks,
378 aces, and 854 digs. Foecke touts a
career record of 187-17 and is a two-time
Gatorade State Volleyball Player of the
Year. Additionally, she won gold at the
NORCECA Women’s U20 Continental

¥
3 Do

Championship. As a Cornhusker, she re-
corded 1,684 kills and 266 blocks and won
two national championships as well as
being named NCAA Championship Most
Outstanding Player twice.

Richter was unanimously elected to
the Union’s Hall of Fame by the union’s
Awards Jury.

Richter was part of the 2014 state cham-
pionship team at HTC and set a single
match record for kills with 37 at that

tournament.
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DECEMBER 20, 2023

Bendlage setting new bars for
Holy Trinity student-athletes

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 8,723
WEBSITE VIEWS: 272

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON - Mary Kate Bend-
lage wants to win, so her sister knows she
has the perfect partner for the family card
games during the holidays.

“Oh yeah,” Anna Bendlage said. “She is
super-competitive. We never, ever lose.
That’s our claim to fame””

Holy Trinity girls basketball coach Tony
Johnson has seen that competitiveness,
too.

“That’s been her makeup from the first
time I met her,” Johnson said. “Full throt-
tle. ‘What can I do to help us win.”

Holy Trinity volleyball coach Melissa
Freesmeier had Mary Kate in the lineup as
a freshman.

“She’s a workhorse,” Freesmeier said.
“She never gives up.”

When it comes time for penalty kicks
to decide a match, Fort Madison soccer
coach Carrie Burken knows who will raise
her hand first.

“She’s the person that wants to score the
winning goal,” Burken said. “She’s the per-
son who wants to do PKs. Always like, ‘T
want to take the first PK’ I think for her to
want to step up every single time speaks to
her mindset, and her attitude as an athlete
and a person.”

Bendlage waves to the student
section after the Lady Crusaders
wrapped up a semifinal win at the
2023 State volleyball tournament
in November.

Here’s why Bendlage is so competitive,
why she is willing to grab any moment
that presents itself.

“I don’t know where the drive came
from, but I think a lot of it comes from
the hard work I put in during practice,”
Bendlage said. “If I put in all of this extra
time to be good at the things I'm doing, I
want to win. I just don’t want to go out and
play and be mediocre. I want to go out and
do great things, and show people that all
of the hard work that we're doing is for a
reason, and we want to win.”

DECEMBER 20, 2023

High-speed chase lands one in jail

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 7,201
WEBSITE VIEWS: 2,103

LEE COUNTY - A high-speed chase
through Lee County has landed one yet-to-
be identified man in the Lee County Jail.

According to Lee County Sheriff Stacy
Weber, a male suspect is in custody after
about 10 deputies with the sheriff’s de-
partment including reserves, along with
officers from Fort Madison, West Point/
Donnellson, and Keokuk police depart-
ments and two K9 officers searched the
woods near Hillcrest off of 227th Street.

Weber and Chief Deputy Will Conlee

We Ofer. Snow Remoual

located the individual walking up a creek
bed after several hours trying to locate the
male in the timber.

Weber said if wasn’t for the people in
and around the area the search would have
gone into the night.

“If it wasn't for the people of Lee County
in that area this would have turned into a
night search. Had the neighbors not been
observing and on the lookout we wouldn't
have caught him when we did,” Weber
said.

The suspect led officials on a high-speed
dangerous chase up Hwy 218 from the
intersection at Hwy. 61 in Keokuk.

@m m u.mILi_;m 4 t,m a‘uuth
(319)372-2356
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Bloodhounds earn

SA playolf berth

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 6,922
WEBSITE VIEWS: 1,172

WASHINGTON - Fort
Madison earned a berth
into the IHSAA Class 3A
playofts Friday night but
didn’t know until about
an hour into the bus ride
home after wrapping up
the regular season with a
21-7 win over Washing-
ton.

After the game Head
Coach Derek Doherty
told the Bloodhounds that
they were a good enough
team and they deserved to
be in the post-season, but
they wouldn’t know until
later that evening.

The Towa High School
Athletic Association
released the final Class 3A
rankings after all games
had wrapped up Friday
night. It was the final
regular season games for
3A, 4A and 5A and the
first round of playofts for
8-man, 1A and 2A.

When the final records
and math had been tab-
ulated, the Bloodhounds
secured the final playoff
spot with an THSAA
RPI Index of .5542, just
.0007 ahead of Grinnell
who was left out of the
post-season. Both teams
finished 6-3, but Fort
Madison’s tough schedule

playing three of Class 3A’s
tops 10 teams during the
year paying a last-minute
reward. Humboldt made
the playofts with a 5-4
record and an RPI Index
of .5871.

Following
the game
Friday
night
Doherty
said he was
just going
to have to do some math
or wait for the IHSAA to
sort it out.

“I'm gonna find out
what has to happen and
I'm gonna try some
math. I can’t promise
anything, but I hope the
math teachers taught me
enough to figure this out,”
he said.

“But we don'’t feel like
this should be the end for
us. We're a good football
team and we've fought
through some adversity
and our schedule has been
brutal. If we have another
team in there instead of
Williamsburg and our re-
cord’s changed, we're in”

Doherty said that it
would be silly if a team
like Fort Madison’s isn’t in
the playoffs.

DOHERTY

Open 7 Days A Week

DAILY SPECIALS

Breakfast All Day
(319) 372-5759

5102 Ave. O, Fort Madison, IA 52627

#BetterTogether
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ONE FREE MONT

added to your membership! =
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" FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA

220 26th 5k, -Ft, Madisan, LA
183722400
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NOVEMBER 1,2023

Crusadersreach 1A Championship

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 7,541
WEBSITE VIEWS: 779

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP

PCC SPORTS

CORALVILLE — It will be the longest day.
“Oh my gosh,” Holy Trinity sophomore Presley Myers

said. “All the feels”
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The third-seeded Crusaders will play for the Class 1A .

state volleyball championship after Wednesday’s 25-17,
25-17, 25-21 semifinal win over second seed Boy-
den-Hull, but they’ll be the last ones playing at Xtream
Arena when they play Ankeny Christian at approxi-

mately 7 p.m.

Then again, it’s been the Holy Trinity Late Show all
week, so what’s one more day of waiting?

All the feels, indeed.

“Anxious,” libero Teagan Snaadt said. “Excited.”

“It feels amazing,” senior hitter Natalie Randolph
said. “We've been talking about getting to the state
tournament all year. Now that we’re here, we want to

win the championship”

It’s been the routine all week for the Crusaders (33-
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Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Senior Mary Kate Bendlage adds the HTC
sticker to the Class 2A title bracket after the
Crusaders recorded their second sweep of the

IGHSAU State Volleyball tournament in No-

vember.

10) — go to class, get out of school early, head to the
arena, play the last match of the day.
The waiting is the hardest part.

“Not sure if there will be much class going on in our

minds,” Randolph said, laughing.

BACK PAIN?

Do You Have Hip Pain? Are You As Stiff As a Board When You Try to
Get Up From a Chair? Have You Run Out of Hope?

How 5 Lies About Low BACK PAIN May Keep You Hurting, Frustrated & Exhausted...Forever!

NEW Scientific Breakthroughs Often Make Short Work of Low Back Pain...Just What Big Medical Centers and
High Priced Clinics Are PRAYING You Never Figure Out On Your Own!

Hi, 'm Dr. Jason James,
and if you've got any kind
of back, hip or leg pain,
your worries may be over
in just a few minutes.

‘Why? Because I'm the
owner of James Healthcare
& Assoc. clinic, and I've
discovered what may be the
best healing secrets for

bad backs”— EVER! Dr.Jason James, D.C.

Id be stupid to make such a claim if I couldn’t
back it up. But I am so confident we can help your
back, I insist on giving you a 100% SATISFACTION
PLEDGE at James Healthcare. I hate empty
promises, and I also hate the lies most folks have
been told about their backs. That’s why it’s important
I expose these MYTHS about back pain.

MYTH #1: Sciatica (pain down your leg)
is always caused by a herniated disc!

No way...even though most doctors will sell you
a $3,000 MRI at the first sign of leg pain. But they
don’t tell you about a 5-inch muscle in the hip that
can squeeze the sciatic nerve. And
it feels EXACTLY like you've got
the worst slipped disc on earth. It's a
major discovery and...

The good news is that it can
be easy and inexpensive to
correct! How? Just keep reading!
But first, here’s a picture to show you
where the pain comes from:

MYTH #2: Stiffness from Arthritis means you're
getting old...and it must be the reason for all
your pain and stiffness!

Not true, because thousands of folks with arthritis
in their backs have absolutely NO PAIN! Then why
do YOU feel like your back will snap if you bend
forward or twist too fast? Because the truth is:

Your stiffness may be caused by a hidden, even
more dangerous problem than arthritis, and it can
lead to a hip replacement!

You see, most folks believe that something
mysterious (like maybe an “arthritis fairy”?) waved
a wand over them, and they’re cursed... doomed to
suffer forever.

But did you know that many arthritis problems are
CAUSED by a combination of unseen imbalances
in the spine and surrounding muscles? It’s the most
common cause of hip replacements but not that hard
to correct if we catch it in time. It’s like the tires on
your car...

If the alignment is off just a teeny-weeny bit, at
first you don’t notice, but over a few thousand
miles you start to see signs of wear...that is, if
you're lucky enough to catch it before a flat on the
freeway ruins your day. In your spine, you're lucky if
you catch untreated imbalances before they ruin your
spine! How to fix them? Just look at Myth #3.

MYTH #3: Your Back is “Out”!

Sure, that’s exactly how it feels. But guess what, we
found that’s usually not the case. It sounds good, but
we now know better. You see, there are 7 different
reasons for that painful, locked-up and stuck feeling
that causes so much misery:

« low-grade spasm
« pelvis torque and tension
« imbalance of hips

- fallen or dropped arches

« stiff vertebra joint

« adhesions in leg muscle

« pinched nerve

It's NOT just your spine, and it's NOT just your

muscles. As a matter of fact, if one of the major
muscles that stabilize the spine is partly spasmed, a
“2nd stringer” will have to carry the load. But this is
a serious problem...

It’s like having your plumber doing
all the dangerous electrical work!

Sure, he may get it done, and it may work at
first, but how long until there’s a fire? Or your back
locks up? Which leads me to our next myth:

MYTH #4: “It's Only a Muscle!”

Boy, it’s scary how many people think muscle
problems are no big deal. Unfortunately, tight,
bound-up, and spasmed or tight muscles can wear
out joints faster than you can say, “Charley Horse”!

That’s why it's important to examine the spine
AT THE SAME TIME as the muscles that control
it. It’s also why we’ve had such
outrageous success with even the I'- !
worst backs at James Healthcare. 1[ L] |
Because we deal with BOTH the
spine and muscles at the same
time. We have spine doctors
(chiropractors), pain doctors
(nurse practitioners) and muscle
professionals (therapists) and
together they deliver an outstand-
ing way to help “bad backs”. This ties in to Myth #5
and the diagram:

e

MYTH #5: “Muscle Relaxants” will help
your muscles heal! Good grief, NO!

Your muscles tighten up for a reason, and muscle
relaxants are like turning back the clock on a
time bomb...you know it’s still going to blow up! Sure,
you may feel better now, but you’ll pay later...and pay
“in spades”! So don't fall for these lies about your
low back. They’ll keep you hurting, frustrated and
exhausted forever!

WOULDN'T YOU RATHER:

Turn over in bed without pain waking you up?

Get up in the morning without being as stiff as a
board?

Be able to stand for as long as you want without
sitting down for relief?

Lean forward over the sink without that “stabbing”
in your back or leg?

SCIENTIFIC BREAKTHROUGH:

A hidden muscle may be causing your SCIATICA!
Does Your Back Seem “Too Old” for Your Own
Body? Not everyone qualifies for treatment, so help
us see if you do. If you check off even one box, drop
what you're doing and call James Healthcare NOW.
And bring this coupon when you come in for your
39-Point “Back-Pain Track-Down Exam”

Now check off what describes you:

a Tension...always tight across the beltline

[ Bent—crooked off to one side and can’t stand up
straight if your life depended on it

a Trigger Point...zinging pain to butt-cheek

[ Stiff as a board...creak and groan when you first get
out of bed in the morning

[ Traitor...can’t trust your back and what it’s going to
do—or when!

[ Vice-like...constantly locked down tight!
[ Shooting...vicious but short-lived

W] Lumbago...hard to pin it down—just seems to hurt all
the time, but it’s hard to say where

[1 One-sided...right at that “bone” on one side

[ Jack hammer...pounding off and on like a heartbeat or
atoothache in your back

[ Aching from 1-5 years
[ Chronic pain for over 5 years

No one will try to sell you anything, and you make
no commitment...you just find out what’s wrong!

P.S. Why You MUST Not Wait! Because of appointment
availability, we can only honor this $27 offer or
bringing in a new or gently used winter coat through
October 31, 2022. So don’t say, “Well, maybe I'll be
better tomorrow.” Don’t put your life on hold. Don’t
call in sick again. Live your life pain free! Tie your
own shoes for a change.

Call NOW! (319) 524-3339

James Healthcare & Associates, Inc.
612 Main Street

“I broke my back when I was 41 years old and have
had problems from then on, until June 2017. Dr. James
gave me my life back! I have very few back problems
now. It is great to be able to do my everyday duties
without back problems.”—Roger Kirchner

James Healthcare
& ASSOCIATES, INC.

Dr. Jason James, DC
Dr. Mack Kohnke, DC

Ashley Neuweg, ARNP
612 MAIN STREET * KEOKUK, IA

319-524-3339



http://www.JamesHealthcareIowa.com
https://www.facebook.com/fortcolonyrestaurant/?epik=dj0yJnU9Z2QtNFZiLVliTFl2RnJPTlJjaURPM1VfWHRtMWN1dHYmcD0wJm49RFpiY3RUb3dUNEdPTENZaXZHYVNTUSZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZjJF
https://www.fortmadisony.org
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Crusaders fall to Ankeny Christan in 1A atle match

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 6,097
WEBSITE VIEWS: 649

The tears and hugs were for the cruelty of the finali-
ty.

Holy Trinity’s three-set loss to Ankeny Christian
in Thursday’s Class 1A state volleyball championship
match set off sadness for the Crusaders.

Not because of a lack of effort or a failure of execu-
tion, but more from the reality of the postseason.

Forty teams in five classes showed up at Xtream
Arena for the state tournament. Thirty-five of them left
with a loss.

Those are never good odds in the crucible of the
postseason, but hopes grow with each step, and the
Crusaders took every step but the last one.

That, junior libero Teagan Snaadt said, was some-
thing to appreciate.

“It hurts,” Snaadt said. “But we worked hard all year,

and we
can’'t dwell
on what
we didn’t
do great
today, but
what we
did (all
season).”

The Crusaders won 33 matches overall. They did
not lose a match in the SEI Superconference South
Division, an impressive zero in a division loaded with
talent.

Their postseason run was almost perfect until the
championship match — only one set lost in the four re-
gional matchups and in the first two rounds at the state
tournament. It was an efficient, surgical stretch — some
of the wins were dominant, others were by a strategy
of steadiness, keeping pace with an opponent until a
weakness could be found to exploit.

n
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current

And then the final round came against an opponent
that had lost only three times this season and was look-
ing to repeat as champion.

Ankeny Christian’s defense was a blanket that seemed
to get to every Crusader shot. Holy Trinity had just 29
kills in the three sets, unable to cut the lines of power to
the Eagles’ hitters, who produced 45 kills.

“At the end of the day,” Holy Trinity coach Melissa
Freesmeier said, “they were just better than us tonight”

The finish did not diminish what Holy Trinity ac-
complished, and the week was a celebration of that and
the history of the program. Assistant coach Mikaela
(Foecke) Richter went into the IGHSAU’s Hall of Fame
before the championship match, and the Crusaders
stayed behind after pre-game warmups to watch the
ceremony.

“It was well-deserved,” Freesmeier said. “She’s a great
person, she was a great player, it’s great to have her with
us as she teaches younger kids how to be present in a
game.

SEPTEMBER 16, 2023

Contractors injured at OClin Wever

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 3,760
WEBSITE VIEWS: 667

WEVER - Two contractors at OCI Ni-
trogen in Wever were hospitalized Friday
afternoon after suffering injuries as a result
of burns.

According to a company spokesperson,
the two individuals were conducting regular
maintenance operations and were gassed,
causing severe burns. LeeComm dispatchers

said the burns were ammonia-related. One
of the employees was airlifted to an Iowa
City hospital, while the other is being treated
at Southeast Jowa Regional Medical Center.

The facility released a statement Friday
evening.

“In the late afternoon of Friday, Septem-
ber 15, two contractors working at OCI
Nitrogen Iowa (formerly Iowa Fertilizer
Company) were injured while conducting
scheduled maintenance at our plant in
Wever.

orthopedice

2L Right place.

When you need expert orthopedic care for treatment of musculoskeletal pain
caused by accidents, injuries, or everyday wear and tear, the orthopedic specialists

at Great River Health are your right choice.

Our orthopedic specialists diagnose and treat patients of all ages. They will partner
with you to develop a personalized treatment plan that fits your lifestyle.

_________Rightcare > 28

FOOT & ANKLE

NECK & SPINE SHOULDER

SPORTS
INJURIES

WRIST & HAND

2L Right here.

Southeast lowa Regional
Medical Center,
West Burlington
Wellness Plaza, Suite 101
1401 West Agency St.
319-768-4970

Fort Madison

319-376-1135

s‘:- GreatRiver

HEALTH

Right place. Right care. Right here.

Southeast lowa Regional
Medical Center,

5409 Avenue O, Suite 113

Henry County
Health Center

407 S. White St.
Mount Pleasant
319-385-5374

Keokuk Clinic

3285 Main St.
319-524-6274

greatriverhealth.org

DECEMBER 19 2023
Matt’s Greenhouse to stay under

local ownershlp after sale

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 8,696 ——
WEBSITE VIEWS: 1,512

FORT MADISON - The diligence of
three friends and co-workers has secured
the immediate future of a long-standing
member of the Fort Madison business
community.

Matt Mohrfeld, owner and operator
of Matt’s Greenhouse, has agreed to sell
his family’s operation to two long-time
friends and business partners in Ty Louck
and Ted Goldie.

Matt’s Greenhouse is now known as
TNT Greenhouse, LLC and will be owned
by the families of Louck and Goldie.

Mohrfeld said he started the process of
selling the business about two years ago.

“We then had the value of the busi-
ness determined and that’s an elaborate
process. You do an asset valuation, and
income valuation, and other comparables,
and we put an offer to sell out to a couple
organizations. Ty and Ted being one, and
then another group,” Mohrfeld said.

Mohrfeld, who also serves as the city’s
mayor, said both groups were interested,
but selling to Louck and Goldie made
more sense. Louck and Mohrfeld got their

VROOM. VROOM.

Get Pre-Approved in Seconds.

*maybe even faster than this car gets to 60, just sayin’!

From left to right Ty Louck, Matt
Mohrfeld, and Ted Goldie stand
in front of the holiday poinsettias
in the new TNT Greenhouses, af-
ter Goldie and Louck purchased
Matt’'s Greenhouse.

start working for Phil Beebe’s operation
in the late 70s.

“There’s an odd connection there that
keeps going round and round. And Ty
does exactly what we did, just a different
customer base, so it’s a very logical transi-
tion,” Mohrfeld said.

www.JimBaier.com

Click here to visit us online now
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2023 Tri State Rodeo will go down in record books

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 5,660
WEBSITE VIEWS: 899

FORT MADISON - Using the word phenomenal to
describe this year’s Tri-State Rodeo isn't out of bounds.
Chuck Kempker, the General Chairman of the 75th
Tri-State Rodeo, said this year’s event couldn’t have

been scripted any better.

When asked if this year’s Rodeo maybe was the best
ever, Kempker didn’t mince words.

“That’s about as fair of a statement as youre gonna
get,” he said. “I could not have scripted it any better
than what the outcome was.”

The Rodeo was a complete sellout Wednesday for the
Jim Baier/Dodge Ram Chute-Out and Saturday’s finale
was also sold out.

But Kempker said Friday’s show with country Hall of
Famers Alabama on stage was definitely something for
the record books.

“We were at least a thousand plus over capacity on
Friday night. And Alabama certainly did their part.

It was memorable for sure. I breathed a sigh of relief
when they opened the gates to let the crowd spill into
the arena and let off some of the pressure,” Kempker
said.

Kempker also gave a big thumbs up to Mother Na-
ture.

“You just can’t ignore that part. You have to put the
great weather in there, too. It was a gorgeous week.
You could not have planned for anything that great,”
Kempker said.

“This is just one of those things where you go
through the year and you just plan it to go as good as
possible and hope for the best. The outcome this year
was fantastic.”

Typically, the General Chairman takes the role for
two years, but Kempker was asked to take on the 75th
Anniversary as a one-time Chairman. He said he’s fine
with doing it just one time. He had served as chairman

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
The 2023 version of the Tri-State Rodeo, its
75th, will go down as one for the record books
as far as attendance.

in 2000-2001 and has been part of the rodeo operating
committee for close to two decades.

He said planning the rodeo’s 75th anniversary was a
group effort.

“Everything just fell into place, the community, the
committee, Holy Trinity’s volunteer group, any hiccups
couldn’t even be called minor,” he said. “Everything ran
as smooth as it could’ve. You have in the back in your
mind what you're thinking, and you take it to the board
of directors. Then you have them standing behind you
and saying this is where we need to be”

Doyouhavetime-
tohelp stop crime?

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is
& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!
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NOVEMBER 27,2023

Dallas City man killed

in structure fire

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 4,087
WEBSITE VIEWS: 554

DALLAS CITY - A Dal-
las City man has died as
a result of a structure fire
Monday morning.

Hancock County Sheriff
Travis Duffy released a
statement about the resi-
dential fire in Dallas City
on Saturday.

At approximately 10:47
a.m. Dallas City Rural Fire
Protection District was
paged to a structure fire at
180 West Second Street.
Firefighters from Dallas
City, Colusa, and Lomax
all responded to the scene.
When firemen arrived on
scene the structure was
heavily involved. Crews
battled the fire and located
a person inside who was
already deceased.

When deputies arrived
they met with fire offi-
cials and learned that
they had made entry into

the residence where they
discovered the resident
was still inside. The fire
was extinguished, and
deputies worked with fire
officials to investigate the
fire and death. The Han-
cock County Coroner was
called to the scene along
with an investigator from
the Illinois Fire Marshal’s
Office. Both offices then
joined the investigation.

The victim was re-
moved from the scene and
transported for autopsy.
Preliminary results show
that the victim died of car-
bon monoxide and smoke
inhalation. The victim was
identified as Lonnie E.
Lewis, 74, of Dallas City.
Family members have
been notified.

The fire itself remains
under investigation and no
foul play is suspected.

STABLE. PREDICTABLE.

That's what you can expect from a Wellmark
Medicare supplement plan.

Call today to find coverage that's right for

319-372-5201

An Authoried
Irehispuaatisst
Agenl b

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, I1A
5262 .
Tony@tawins.com
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for the Hoboass

Pen City Current will not publish an e-Edition
Monday, December 25 through Friday, January 5.
Our special 2023 Year In Review editions will publish
Wednesday, January 3 through Friday, January 5.
Breaking news will continue to be published on our website 24/7.

As we ke time for our famidy this hobiolay, we thonk you for your support and patrenage
ancl wiush, you ol 0. dery Warmy Christmas ¢ a.-tlappy New Yoar!

PEN CITY CURRENT

It’s Black & White and Read all over
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mailto:Mohrfeld%40MohrfeldElectric.com?subject=Mohrfeld%20Solar%20%3E%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
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Rump finishes 4th at
IGHSAU x-country run

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 5,470
WEBSITE VIEWS: 656

FORT DODGE - It may
not be the case, but is sure
seemed like Fort Madison
sophomore Avery Rump
really wanted to get out of
the cold.

The Bloodhound raced
to a personal best 18:54.0
good enough for a 4th-
place finish at Saturday’s
Class 3A girls IGHSAU
State Cross Country meet
at Kennedy Park in Fort
Dodge.

Rump said she was sur-
prised at how cold it was.

“I checked the weather a
week before and I was like,
‘it’s not going to be that
cold; but then it got cold-
er. And I was, like, wholly
crap, how am I gonna do
this?” Rump said.

Fort Madison Coach
Brian Mendez said the
cold is an equalizer.

“I think it kind of evens
everything out, Mendez
said. “We’ve run in races
this cold, but I'm not sure

A\ N

LCK ROOFIN
AND REPAIR
Gutters&More

Will

we've run at state when it’s
been colder”

Temperatures hovered
in the upper 20s, but with
the north wind blowing,
windchills were in the
teens as both girls and
boys ran the 5,000-meter
run, some in shorts and
sleeveless garb.

Fort Madison’s Jacob
Shottenkirk wanted to
finish in the top 30 in the
boys’ Class 3A run and
just missed that goal by
finishing 34th with a time
of 16:49.5. Paetyn Wie-
gand finished 86th with a
time of 20:49.6.

Avery said she layered
up as much as she could
without being restricted.

“I was shivering and was
running around trying to
stay warm. It definitely
messed up the pre-race. It
made everything numb.

I was drooling, it wasn't
fun... and I'm sure it
wasn't pretty;” she said.

it be

EASY?
NOPE.

Worth it?
ABSOLUTELY.

ElexyFctxzedd
OPEN 24/7

2328 Avenue L, Fort Madison

Click here to join now.

OCTOBER 22, 2023

House fire leaves FM family homeless

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 6,494
WEBSITE VIEWS: 3,122

FORT MADISON - A Sunday morning fire has left
several Fort Madison residents without a home.

Fort Madison firefighters were called to 3426 Avenue
N for a structure fire Sunday at 7:38 a.m.

Two contractors working in the area noticed the
smoke and called for assistance and then started calling
and knocking for anyone in the structure.

“We ran around back and knocked on the door and,
sure enough, there were people standing inside the
door;” said Sean Skinner, one of the contractors.

“We had to coax them because they weren't coming
out. Then when they came out we asked if everybody
was out and they said there may be someone upstairs.
By that time, there was some really heavy smoke com-
ing from the house”

The other contractor, Shane McKoon, said he had to
stop a woman from running back into the house.

Skinner said he almost called off work Sunday, which
would have kept him and McKoon at home in Keokuk.

“It’s just a blessing that I decided this morning to
come to work. I was thinking of staying home because
of all the hours we've been working. But by the time
we coaxed them out and firefighters got there, the first
floor windows were pouring with black smoke.

Firefighters work on a house fire on Oct. 22,
2023 in the 3400 block of Avenue N. The home
was destroyed in the fire.

OCTOBER 16, 2023

West Point boy hit by car while bicycling

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 5,544
WEBSITE VIEWS: 1,329

WEST POINT - A 13-year-old boy from West Point
was seriously injured Saturday morning while bicycling
with a friend.

According to West Point Police Chief Brad Roberts,
the boy was struck by the sideview mirror of a pickup
truck while both were headed north on 5th Street at
about 11:40 a.m.

Reports indicate that the boy allegedly swerved
inadvertently into the lane of traffic and the collision

knocked him from his bike and then he was run over
by a trailer being hauled by the pickup. The trailer was
hauling a fuel box with approximately 150-200 gallons
of gasoline.

The truck was driven by Richard A. Trelstad, 52, of
Fort Madison. He was not charged in the incident.

The boy suffered serious injuries as a result of the ac-
cident and was transported by helicopter to University
of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics by MedForce Air trans-
port. No condition report has been released. Family
has requested the name of the minor be left out of this
article.

FRESH-MADE DOUGH
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Frakaed I peerfeclion in our "HWOW T pvenz!

ey SR T S - e, -
e =, B

u CON

We've got this.

www.myconnectionbank.com
Burlington « Fort Madison « Montrose « Keokuk
Member FDIC

NECTION

BANK



https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
https://www.facebook.com/flexfitness.fortmadison
https://direct.chownow.com/order/7299/locations/9753
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/?epik=dj0yJnU9UWJHc1BOX2l0S1MwdngyZUctcVBFSE9CaXBuYmJUT0QmcD0wJm49TWUyamRYTjBlcXJVcFZqNDdBX3JCdyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2Z2Jv

Pen City Current - Friday, January 5, 2024 - 9

T oucwﬂ@ the, Commmm% withe Care

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Yok Clroice. Tor Compassionate Hospice Care

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in lowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in lllinois

Hospice Services include

24/7 on-call nursing staff ® Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits ® Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance ® \/olunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

?l@\fiqu) comfomyl@ end-ot-lite care since 1939

LEE COUNTY

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

HOSPICE

YOUR JOURMEY IS CUR PRIORITY

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672
Medicare Certified

www.LeeGountyHD.org
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OCTOBER 28, 2023

Armed robber
hits FM Hardee’s

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 5,762
WEBSITE VIEWS: 2,119

FORT MADISON - On Tuesday evening, November
7th, 2023, at approximately 7:45 PM, Fort Madison
Officers were summoned to Hardee’s at 1431 Avenue
H for an armed robbery. The subject was last seen
fleeing west out of the building.

It was learned a lone male subject entered the prem-
ises displaying a large knife demanding money. His
features were disguised by a hooded sweatshirt and
face mask. When refused, he punched the manager
in the face, cutting the back of his left hand, and fled
when a patron stepped in to confront him.

Fort Madison Fire & Rescue provided first aid to the
store manager. She was subsequently transported to
the hospital by Lee County EMS. Detectives conduct-
ed interviews and collected evidence while officers
and a K-9 team searched the area.

It was noted that there existed distinct similarities
to an October 7th robbery at Dollar General, giving
cause to believe that the same person is responsible for
both crimes.

Currently, the suspect remains at large. The Police
Department is seeking a white male, short with a
stocky build, and brown hair, with a bleeding injury to
the back of his left hand. His clothing included a black
hooded sweatshirt, black facemask, white shoes, and
black sweatpants. He also wore an untucked red un-
dershirt that was visible below the waistline. Surveil-
lance photos from the store cameras are pending.

Tips can be submitted anonymously to Lee County
Crime Stoppers by calling: 319-376-1090, their web-
site at: www.leecountytips.com, or via the P3 Mobile
App, and may be eligible for a cash reward. Otherwise,
information can be submitted directly to the Fort
Madison Police Department via LeeComm (319)372-
1310.

DECEMBER 6, 2023

FM Marina wins Placemaker Award

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 4,878
WEBSITE VIEWS: 581

INDIANAPOLIS - Fort Madison proudly took the
spotlight as the recipient of the prestigious Placemak-
ing Award at the 2023 Mid-America Competitiveness
Conference in Indianapolis. The city’s transformative
$11 million Fort Madison Marina Project, initiated in
2020, secured this accolade for revitalizing the marina
with resilient infrastructure, a 177-slip facility, and
plans for a world-class hospitality center, restaurant,
boating convenience store, and a reimagined riverfront
park.

Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld, who attended
the conference to accept the award, expressed his grat-
itude, saying, “This recognition is a testament to the
dedication of our community and the success of collab-
orative efforts. The Fort Madison Marina Project not
only rejuvenates our riverfront but serves as a catalyst
for broader initiatives that enhance our city’s vibrancy”

The award highlights Fort Madison’s commitment
to thoughtful economic development and placemak-
ing. By transforming underutilized spaces into vibrant
community places, the city is setting a precedent for
progressive urban planning.

This accolade, featured in the January issue of Site
Selection magazine, reinforces Fort Madison’s position
as a regional leader in economic development.

Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld is Jomed by Lee
County Economic Development President Dennis
Fraise, right, and a MidAmerican official in accept-
ing the Placemaking Award at the 2023 Mid-America
Competitivenessness Conference in Indianapolis.

NOVEMBER 27,2023

Burglars hit Horan’s Cabaret ATM

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 4,623
WEBSITE VIEWS: 3,358

FORT MADISON - A
burglar has struck again
in Fort Madison, this
time at The Cabaret
where police are report-
ing an ATM inside the

facility was broken into
early Monday morning.
According to a state-
ment this afternoon from
Fort Madison Police
Chief Mark Rohloff,

SONNY’S

Lunch Specials
Janl-5
llam - 1pm

shortly before 6 am., a
burglary reportedly oc-
curred at Horan’s Cabaret,
at 1337 Avenue G.

The owner stated that
after she unlocked the es-
tablishment that morning,
a male subject wearing

Monday, January 1
OPEN 8am-NOON « NO LUNCH

a ski mask was encoun-
tered inside. He imme-
diately fled, leaving with

a substantial amount of
cash taken from an ATM.
Investigation revealed that

Tuesday, January 2

Goulash, Garlic Bread, Applesauce

entry was made through
a secluded back door,
and that the perpetrator
was apparently inside

a significant amount of
time, evidenced by the

Wednesday, January 3

Tater Tot Casserole, Cottage Cheese

Thursday, January 4

fried Cﬁfc&ea Dinners

Friday, Jmuary 5

Garved Ham, Gheese Pofarfoes, Gom

-".'hr

JDRF:
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WARNING
SIGNS

TID

effort taken to cut open
the ATM with an angle
grinder. The victim could
only provide a prelimi-
nary clothing description,
which included a pufty
black ski jacket, silky
looking black ski pants,
and a black ski mask.

Officers attempted to
locate the subject and
canvassed the area for
witnesses and surveil-
lance video. A detective
was called in to process
the scene.

Rohloff said a substan-
tial amount of cash was
stolen from the ATM
inside The Cabaret.

It was noted that the
circumstances bore sim-
ilarities to the November
7th burglary at the Cot-
tage Café, 5833 Avenue O,
also involving the theft of
cash from an ATM. The
investigation continues to
pursue various leads.

The burglary is the
second in the past 30 days
and police are currently
investigating the link of
that burglary at Hard-
ee’s with a burglary in
September at the Dollar
General on the east side
of the city.

Again, assistance from
the public is sought re-
garding information that
may lead to the appre-
hension of the person
responsible for this crime.
Tips can be submitted
anonymously to Lee
County Crime Stoppers
by calling: 319-376-1090,
their website at: www.
leecountytips.com or via
the P3 Mobile App, and
may be eligible for a cash
reward. Otherwise, infor-
mation can be submitted
directly to the Fort Mad-
ison Police Department
via LeeComm (319)372-
1310.

Headaches
Weight Loss
Blurry Vision

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Increased Appetite
Fruity Breath Odor

Fatigue and Weakness
Rapid Deep Breathing



http://www.jdrf.org
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/?epik=dj0yJnU9N2ViNzdXTm5jc1BhRXVlU2V3aUtLTThWME9XWlhLcWImcD0wJm49VThVb2lZZ3N5T2szMTh5LXlmWWw5dyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmlB
http://www.leecountytips.com
http://www.leecountytips.com
http://www.leecountytips.com

Pen City Current - Friday, January 5, 2024 - 11

2023 - A Year in Review: September — December

OCTOBER 5, 2023

PAW’s new animal shelter on track for completion

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 6,080
WEBSITE VIEWS: 903

FORT MADISON - The first step into the new
PAW Animal Shelter is jaw-dropping.

The $6.5 million project is on track to be complet-
ed by the end of the year, but Director Sandy Brown
is hoping to have the dog kennels and runs in before
the weather gets too cold.

Schickedanz Construction is managing the con-
struction with about six local contractors.

Project manager Pebbles Schneider said every-
thing is on track to have the facility completed
structurally before January, just a bit behind sched-
ule.

She said cost overruns are typical on a project like
this, but construction is coming along according to
bids on the work.

“It’s going to be a little bit longer than we expect-
ed with lead times on materials and getting things
scheduled. We had some delays in the beginning,
but we’'re moving along especially with the big dog
runs in back,” she said.

Officials are hoping to have those runs done soon
so when colder temperatures set in, the dogs have
an indoor facility to allow them to get out of the
cold Iowa temperatures. Brown said the big dogs
like Huskies and St. Bernards, which thrive in the
colder temperatures, will still be able to be outside.

The current facility is 1,800 square feet, but the
new facility will be more than 20,000 square feet.

Brown said that increase in size is coming at the
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right time. She said pet adoption has bottomed out
over the past six months as a result of the economy
and post-COVID.

“A bag of dog food has gone through the roof. The
cost of everything is going up and pets are no excep-
tion. Adoption has just bottomed out and we have a
lot of animals right now;,” Brown said.

“We come in and say is it big enough, then we
come again and say, ‘Oh, this is really big} then the

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
Construction crews continue to work inside the shell of what will be the new PAW Animal shelter
in Fort Madison. The new structure will be in excess of 20,000 square feet and will be one of the
top five animal protection facilities in the state.

next time...is it big enough. It’s going to be a beauti-
tul building and they are really working hard to get
it done,” she said.

The new facility will have indoor kennel runs on
the south side of the facility with outdoor dog areas
in between each kennel run. Those runs have 32
kennels per run giving them more than 100 kennels.
The north side of the facility is reserved for cats and
cat runs.

NOVEMBER 19, 2023

Montrose Health Center gets a super-Nova as anewpet

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 4,814
WEBSITE VIEWS: 1,095

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE - The Montrose Health Center just got
itself a super-Nova.

The 3-year-old standard poodle is now the star of the
assisted living center on Montrose’s southwest side. The
center test drove the girl for a week and a half before
officially accepting her to replace “Maggie”, who was at
the center for more than a dozen years.

Maggie died several years ago and the center’s
administrator Mallory Orton said they needed to let
things settle in for a while after that before introducing
another pet to the center.

“Maggie was perfect here, very smart and we were
known as the Lee County facility with the dog for 14
years. I'd like to get that back out there that we have a
dog because a lot of people don’'t want to leave their

animals at home,” Orton said.

PAW Director Sandy Brown was on hand to officially
donate the animal to the shelter. She said the facility
began looking for a replacement a while back.

“They came in and asked, and we immediately said
they needed to look at Nova,” Brown said.

Orton said the dog fit in very quickly and became
acclimated to her surroundings.

“We let her do her thing for the most part. We do
have a kennel over here and she goes to that to shut
down for a little bit. But she walks the halls and the
other morning she rounded with the nurse when they
were passing out pills,” Orton said.

Brown asked who was already sneaking the dog
treats and about four residents of the 10 who were on
hand to see the dog, raised their hands, along with
several staff members.

Wednesday PAW officially donated the dog to the
center and now the facility will be responsible for feed-

ing and caring for the animal as it wanders the hallways

spending time with residents.

Montrose Health Center residents interact
with Nova, their new pet poodle donated by
PAW Animal Shelter.

AGGIDENT & INJURY LAW

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, 1A 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com
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OCTOBER 17,2023
ISP oftender stabbed.,

airlifted to lowa City

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 3,462
WEBSITE VIEWS: 1,107

FORT MADISON - Few details on an Oct. 18 stab-
bing at Iowa State Penitentiary in Fort Madison have
been released by Department of Corrections officials.

According to reports, an air MedEvac helicopter was
dispatched to the east side of the prison grounds to take
an offender to Iowa City hospitals with injuries sus-
tained in the altercation.

Nick Crawford, a spokesperson for the DOC, con-
firmed the incident late last week but provided few
details.

“I can confirm there was an altercation that took
place Sunday evening between two inmates,” Crawford
wrote in an email to Pen City Current.

“One of the two involved was taken to the University
of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics for further treatment
and evaluation and has since been released back to the
institution.”

Crawford said the altercation was quickly brought
under control by security staff and no staff members
sustained injuries as a result of the incident.

Crawford declined to comment on the exact time of
the incident and what type of weapon(s) were used in
the altercation.

The incident remains under investigation.
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NOVEMBER 20, 2023

Private energy firm looking at wind farm

FACEBOOK VIEWS: 3,585
WEBSITE VIEWS: 711

LEE COUNTY - A private energy firm is looking at
northwest Lee County for an up to 400-megawatt wind
farm.

An official with Tenaska, an independent energy firm
headquartered in Omaha, Neb. confirmed the project is
underway, but in the very early stages.

“We're very early in development. Size of that project is
up to 400 megawatts contingent upon securing land rights
and getting interconnection rights that will enable us to
move forward,” said Kyle Gerking, a Tenaska project man-
ager out of Omaha.

“We're on the front end of that. We intend to come meet
the Board of Supervisors and other local decision makers
as we believe in being transparent with our development.
We'll introduce the project and let them know what’s going
on”

Lee County landowner Andrew Johnson brought the
project to the attention of Lee County Supervisors Monday
morning as part of a discussion about future zoning and
setbacks for utility projects.

Johnson, who was at the center of the opposition to land
grabs under eminent domain for Navigator’s Heartland
Greenway CO2 pipeline, said the county has some time
now to look at setbacks for landowners. The Navigator
pipeline project has been halted and all activities around
the project has been stopped.

“I don’t think that project is dead by any means, but the
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county has some time now to do something,” Johnson said.

Board President Garry Seyb said any time the county
kicks around the idea of zoning on private land, they ulti-
mately face opposition.

“No landowner in the county wants us telling them what
to do with their land,” Seyb said. “Anytime we do that, we
get phone calls”

Supervisor Matt Pflug said he could about guarantee that
the county will get some opposition to zoning.

But Johnson said he can see why people don't want
the government telling them what to do or allowing for
zoning, but he said setbacks could be something to be
discussed.

Pflug asked Johnson if he would support any form of
zoning or setbacks. Johnson said if was framed right, he
could get behind it.

Supervisor Chuck Holmes suggested that the Lee Coun-
ty Farm Bureau get together and provide some guidance to
the county in the form of a statement outlining what they
may be looking for.

Most of the opposition to the Navigator project was
around eminent domain and the dangers of a pipeline
rupture.

Gerking said, at this point, Tenaska and Cordelio Power
plan on obtaining voluntary easements in the project and
won't use eminent domain.

“We've just started talking with landowners to see if
there’s interest,” Gerking said. “We are a private developer
and don’t have eminent domain capability. We are seeking
voluntary easements and feedback has been positive.”
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Thank You for Your Patronage

Pen City Current has proudly served our communities since December 6, 2016 with the support of these businesses and individuals.
We look forward to many more years of helping you #GetCurrentStayInformed .
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Pilot Grove Savings Bank
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Sonny’s Super Market
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