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County to look at permit fees
BUDGET:  Engineer says county is subsidizing a lot of private work

Where have all 
the rabbits gone

EDITORIAL

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – As part of the county’s efforts to carve 
out space in the budget under a 4-year state mandate to re-
duce the general levy to $3.50 by 2029, department heads 
are taking another look at revenues and expenses.

One of those changes could be increasing permitting fees 
the county charges for services provided by the county’s 
engineering department and secondary roads functions.

County Engineer Ben Hull proposed increasing three 
specific fees at Monday’s Lee County Board of Supervisors 
meeting.

Hull asked the supervisors to reconsider 
fees for entrance way permits, utility per-
mits, and dust control permits. He also said 
he would like to increase the county’s costs 
for rock as it’s one of the bigger ticket items 
in his budget.

Hull said his department is essentially 
loaning the county money. He said his end-
ing balance at the end of fiscal year 2025 is 

$2.6 million.
“That’s a number that makes me uncomfortable. It’s not 

IOWA NEWS
State unemployment rate ticks up .2% for November

DES MOINES, IOWA – Iowa’s seasonal-
ly adjusted unemployment rate increased 
to 3.3 percent in November, up from 3.1 
percent one year ago. Iowa’s labor force 
participation rate decreased to 68.1 per-
cent in November (down 0.3 percent from 
October and 0.1 percent from one year 
ago) even as businesses gained 4,700 jobs. 
Meanwhile, the U.S. unemployment rate 
dropped to 3.7 percent in November.

“Despite some Iowans leaving their 

jobs in November, we saw employers add 
over 4,500 jobs, and we have gained over 
10,000 jobs in the past year,” said Beth 
Townsend, Executive Director of Iowa 
Workforce Development. “A bright spot in 
today’s report includes an increase of over 
1,000 jobs in health care, an industry that 
has struggled to find workers. That indus-
try is up 8,500 jobs in 2023, which will 
help ease some of the gaps in the industry 
created by the pandemic. Additional-

ly, there are over 62,000 jobs posted on 
IowaWORKS, a number which continues 
to exceed the total number of unemployed 
in Iowa.”

The number of unemployed Iowans 
increased to 57,200 in November from 
56,000 in October.

The total number of working Iowans 
decreased to 1,672,000 in November. This 
figure is 8,000 lower than October but 
3,800 higher than one year ago. 

Where have all the rabbits gone, long 
time passing?

The Empty Nest farm has typically been 
overrun with rabbits for the eight years 
Ginnie and I have lived here.  In fact, 
they’ve been so thick that when we pull in 
the driveway at night, and the car lights 
flash across the blue spruce windbreak, it’s 
like cockroaches scattering across lino-
leum when you flip on the lights.  I’m not 
exaggerating.

Of course Buddy loves it.  We have a 
little pen for him outside the kitchen door.  
When I get up in the middle of the night, 
Buddy usually gets up with me, and I put 
him out to take care of business.  Some-
times there might be a rabbit or two in his 
pen.  He has a ball chasing them around 
and around, and even might catch one if 
they get stuck in the fence trying to es-
cape.  Last year was Buddy’s record: three 
rabbits intercepted.  I let him do a little 
chewing before I take them away from 
him, as our vet advises.  

And I begrudge the fact the rabbits 
(that Ginnie thinks are so cute) absolutely 
riddle and destroy much of our vegetation 
over the winter.  The lilacs that I hand 
planted when we first moved to the farm, 
the fire bushes that Ginnie gave me for 
Father’s Day, our McIntosh apple tree, the 
weeping cherry tree, peach tree, flowering 
plum, etc., etc., are all victims of gnawing 
incisor damage that can be quite destruc-
tive.  I’ve put wire and tubing around a lot 
of the flora, and it helps some.  Barely.

But this year, here in the fall of 2023, the 
rabbits are gone.  Poof!  Where did they 
go?  It was just this spring that Ginnie 
discovered a rabbit nest in her strawberry 
bed, and Buddy had his fair share of baby 
bunnies.  I kid you not.  Rabbits are not 
skittering at night when we pull in the 
driveway.  

Ginnie and I went rabbit hunting.  We 
drove around the farm yard after dark, 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Members of the Fort Madison High School Future Farmers of America club give the Fort Madison Board 
of Directors an update from the National Convention they attended this year. 

See HULL, page 6

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBE
FRI 22 Dec ............................................................Rainy & cool, 50º F/ 45º F
SAT 23 Dec ......................................................... Mostly cloudy, 56º F/ 47º F
SUN 24 Dec...............................................................Rain likely, 54º F/ 49º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 12/20 .................... 4 14 15 17 28, Star Ball: 7 All Star Bonus: 2
LUCKY FOR LIFE 12/20 ...............................................1 11 19 34 40, Lucky Ball: 11
PICK 3 MIDDAY 12/20 ......................................................................................4 8 9
PICK 3 EVENING 12/20 ...................................................................................6 8 2
PICK 4 MIDDAY12/20 .................................................................................. 6 9 6 8
PICK 4 EVENING 12/20 ............................................................................... 6 4 5 9
POWERBALL 12/20 ..........................27 35 41 56 60, Powerball: 16 Power Play: 2

HULL

See SWARM, page 6

EMPTY 
NEST
By Curt Swarm
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For the Record/Obituaries

5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-8105

Located right across the road from Jim Baier Ford in Fort Madison

Complete Rental
PRICE BEAT GUARANTEE

Show us an advertised price or quote

*Not valid with any other discounts

WE’LL BEAT IT BY 15%

SICK OF RISING PRICES?!
US, TOO!!!

OBITUARIES

LARRY WILCOX
Larry Wilcox took his last breath on earth and his next breath in the presence 

of Jesus Christ on December 19, 2023. Born in Carroll, Iowa on February 24, 1937 
to Alva(h?) and Grace Wilcox, he married Janice Ann(e?), the “prettiest girl on 

Simpson’s campus” on June 26, 1960 in Victor Iowa. Larry and Janice 
honeymooned in South Dakota then immediately moved to Fairfield, 
Iowa. His career led him to Chariton, Iowa then Fort Madison, Iowa 
where he settled for good in 1967.

Larry leaves a legacy of faith. He faithfully and gently led his family, 
which expanded to include his son Mark. He parented patiently and 
prayed for his son all day, every day. Larry prayed for his daughter-in-
law Liz, even before she was born and long before she understood her 

need to be prayed for. Larry loved, adored, thought constantly about and prayed for 
his grandson Max. He prayed for a darling little girl named BreAnn, whom Jan-
ice taught at Community Bible Study almost 15 years ago. BreAnn became Larry’s 
granddaughter-in-law, and he was so happy to attend the wedding this past summer. 
Larry loved, enjoyed, was delighted by and prayed for his granddaughter Natalie. His 
only in-person ‘appearance’ at church in the past few years was to see his grandson-
in-law Conner be baptized as a new believer. He fulfilled his wish to attend both his 
grandchildren’s weddings when he attended Natalie and Connor’s wedding this sum-
mer as well. More than anything, Larry loved the Lord and wanted to please Him. 
He was a student of God’s word and loved to read and study the Bible. He enjoyed 
talking about Israel, Bible prophecy, and was serious about passing along truth to the 
next generation. Larry was kind and funny. He really liked the Hawkeyes. He was 
just a great guy. 
Larry is preceded in death by his parents and his beloved wife Janice. He leaves his 
son Mark (Elizabeth) Wilcox, grandson Max (BreAnn Yaley) Wilcox and grand-
daughter Natalie (Conner Beck). He cares deeply about his sister-in-law Donna 
Dolmage Dale, her husband Jan and their kids.

A visitation will be held from 9:15 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. on Friday, December 22, 2023 
at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory in Fort Madison.  The funeral service will 
immediately follow at 10:00 a.m. at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory with 
Pastor Chris Carr officiating.  Burial will be held at Fairview Cemetery.  Memori-
als have been established for Community Bible study (CBS), Great River Christian 
School or Harmony Bible Church.  Online condolences to the Wilcox family may be 
left at the King-Lynk Funeral home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.

WILCOX

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report
12/19/23 – 10:03 a.m. – 

Fort Madison police respond-
ed to a report of vandalism in 
the 1100 block of 24th Street.

12/19/23 – 1:32 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of larceny/theft in the 
2600 block of Avenue I.

12/19/23 – 3:22 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of vandalism in the 
2600 block of Avenue I.

12/19/23 – 10:48 p.m. – 
Fort Madison police arrested 
Matthew Jay Wells, 23, of 
Davenport, in the 1300 block 
of 14th Street, on charges of 
public intoxication and disor-
derly conduct – fight/violence. 
He was taken to Lee County 
Jail.

12/20/23 – 12:34 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to 
a report of a property damage 
accident at 18th Street and 
Avenue F.

12/20/23 – 1:02 a.m. – Fort 
Madison police arrested Brian 
Scott Burch, at 18th Street 
and Avenue F, on a charge of 
1st offense OWI. He was tak-
en to Lee County Jail.

Keokuk Police Report
12/18/23 – 8:02 a.m. – Ke-

okuk police responded to a 
report of a two-vehicle acci-

dent in the 1300 block of Main 
Street. According to the re-
port, a vehicle driven by Paula 
Faye Vice, 60, of Keokuk, was 
backing up from a gas pump 
and struck a parked vehicle, 
causing minor damages to 
the driver’s side and driver’s 
side rear doors. No injuries 
were reported. Vice was cited 
for failure to provide security 
against liability. Both vehicles 
were driven from the scene.

12/19/23 – 7:57 a.m. – Ke-
okuk police cited and released 
Victoria Marie Scott, 30, of 
Fort Madison, in the 3500 
block of Main Street, on a 
charge of driving under sus-
pension.

12/19/23 – 11:09 p.m. – Ke-
okuk police arrested Angela 
Leann Hansen, 50, of Keokuk, 
in the 1900 block of Timea 
Street, on a warrant for failure 
to appear/contempt of court 
and a charge of driving under 
suspension. She was taken to 
Lee County Jail.

12/20/23 – 2:43 a.m. – Ke-
okuk police arrested Jack 
Lee Dangel, 33, of Montrose, 
in the 1100 block of Franklin 
Street, on a warrant for failure 
to appear/contempt of court. 
He was taken to Lee County 
Jail.

Lee County Sheriff Report

12/18/23 – 11:15 a.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Collin Elijah Segoviano, 
25, of Waterloo, at the sheriff’s 
office, on warrants for posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
– 1,2,3rd and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail and 
later released on bond.

12/18/23 – 1:00 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Nancy Jean Reese, 44, of 
Waterloo, at the South Lee 
County Courthouse, on a war-
rant for failure to appear. She 
was taken to Lee County Jail.

12/18/23 – 9:30 p.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Bradley Allen Ferrel, 34, 
of Denmark, at Hwy. 61 and 
Carbide Lane, Keokuk, on 
charges of 5th degree criminal 
mischief, 5th degree theft less 
than $300, and 1st offense do-
mestic assault – bodily injury. 
He was taken to Lee County 
Jail.

12/19/23 – 9:36 a.m. – Lee 
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed a 16-year-old male juve-
nile, of Ottumwa, in the 2500 
block of 255th Street, Mon-
trose, on a charge of simple 
assault. He was referred to 
juvenile court.

Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Com-
munity School Dis-
trict Superintendent 
Dr. Erin Slater poses 
with outgoing board 
members from left to 
right Carol Ross, Di-
anne Hope, and Lois 
DiPrima. The three 
directors served in 
their last meeting 
Monday night.

Outgoing 
directors

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent
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ACCIDENT & INJURY LAW
320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337

1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Fighting to get you 
the compensation 

you deserve.

Celebrating 60 Years 
of Service to You.

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208
Monday through Friday 7:30-5

www.FullenkampIns.com

FULLENKAMP INSURANCE

Since 1963

Integrity.y.
Commitment. 
Teamwork.

Hound boys fall to Washington in conference battle
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON –  The pace of play in Tuesday’s 73-
63 loss to Washington was evidence that the Fort Madison 
Bloodhounds have some work to do over the coming holiday 
break.

The Hounds still have a game Thursday in Mt. Vernon, 
but if the look on Hounds’ faces exiting the lockerroom after 
Tuesday’s loss was any indication, there’s a hill to climb.

One by one, or two, the Hounds left the locker room with 
an obvious frustration of what transpired over the final 10 
minutes, and the post-game conversation with Head Coach 
Ryan Wilson.

“When we stepped on the floor, we weren’t ready to play. 
You saw that in the first quarter. We weren’t rebounding, and 
they were all over the ball on the offensive glass. They were all 
over the ball anywhere the ball was. We just didn’t come out 
ready to go,” Wilson said.

“Then to just play catch up and play catch up. We mixed up 
our defenses a bit, but we didn’t play good defense. You score 
63 points in a high school basketball game, you should have a 
shot to win and we didn’t have a shot tonight.”

The Hounds hung with the sneaky good Demons through 
the first three periods but trailed by as much as seven with 
four minutes left in the game. The Demons, whose offense 
is built around rapid fire passing on the perimeter to free up 
shooters and open lanes, dominated the bigger Bloodhounds 
on the glass throughout the first half. It wasn’t until Fort 
Madison got down by seven in the third that that dynamic 
changed, albeit temporarily.

Down 7, Carson Rashid tried to score attacking the basket 
but missed and Hunter Cresswell came up with the board, 
missed the put back, came up with the rebound again and 
scored, igniting the crowd and the Hounds’ offense.

A defensive stop set the tone for another strong possession 
for the Hounds with junior Dayton Lamar scoring inside off a 

nice assist from Cresswell. Lamar was fouled on the play and 
converted the freethrow to make it a 2-point game at 41-39.

Washington’s Logan McDole would miss at the other end 
and Fort Madison would have a chance to tie the game, but 
Lamar missed two shots under the basket, getting his own 
rebound after the miss.

Freshman Nic Stone would hit a 3-ball in front of the De-
mon bench to stretch the lead to 44-39. The bucket prompt-
ed a Washington :30 second timeout where Wilson said he 
charged the Hounds with finding their energy.

Fort Madison went to work out of the timeout through the 
rest of the third period pulling down four offensive rebounds 
with Cresswell working inside and out. He would score on 
an errant Julian Dear 3-ball gobbling up two boards in the 
process, and then would score from deep off the left wing to 
tie the game at 46 with :40 left in the period.

Jan De Gracia Hernandez would put up a bucket off 
another Cresswell assist on the next possession for a 2-point 
Bloodhound lead, but Stone would answer with a three near 
the horn for a 49-48 Demon lead headed into the final period.

Washington would capitalize on the lead and go 8-10 from 
the field in the final period with three consecutive 3-balls, 
two from Stone to move the lead back to 8, despite five points 
from Fort Madison Nolan Guzman. His 3-pointer with six 
minutes left gave the Hounds a brief 55-53 lead before Wash-
ington went on an 18-8 run to put the game away.

“We scored enough points to win today. It’s frustrating. It 
comes down to wanting to play defense, wanting to go get 
the ball and wanting it more than them. Washington prob-
ably had 10 times they got on the floor for a ball. We had 0,” 
Wilson said.

“We drew up a good scouting report. We knew all of them 
would shoot the three. And we let ‘em. Frustrating.”

Cresswell finished with 14 points to lead Fort Madison 
after getting into foul trouble early and sitting out most of the 
second period. Guzman had 12. Roman Roth led all scorers 
with 19.

Fort Madison’s Nolan Guzman gets free in-
side for a bucket in the second quarter of the 
Hounds’ 73-63 loss to Washington Tuesday 
night in the Hound Dome. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

YOUR AD HERE
for as little as $50 per month

Call Lee at 319.371.4125
or email classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Fort Madison Com-
munity School Dis-
trict Superintendent 
Dr. Erin Slater poses 
with FMCSD board 
of directors and 
their certificates of 
Individual Achieve-
ment they received 
from the Iowa As-
sociation of School 
Boards during Mon-
day night’s Board of 
Directors meeting

Individual 
Achievement

Never Shiver. Don’t Sweat.

Just call
Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com
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VROOM. VROOM.
Get Pre-Approved in Seconds.

*maybe even faster than this car gets to 60, just sayin’!

www.JimBaier.com
Click here to visit us online now

PUBLIC NOTICES

HELP
WANTED

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s
Favorite Dental Office

Without Our Great Team

APPLY TODAY
TO JOIN US!

Pothitakis Dentistry current-
ly needs a Full-Time Hygien-
ist.

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to
1223 S. Gear Avenue,

Eastman Plaza, Suite 302
West Burlington, IA 52655

or email burldental@gmail.com
EOE

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROCEEDINGS

 FORT MADISON
CITY COUNCIL

12/5/2023

At 5:30 P.M., Council 
met in regular session 
on Tuesday, December 
5, 2023. Mayor Mohrfeld 
presided with Council 
Members Roller, Bowker, 
Yager, Amandus, An-
drews, Gray and Rink 
present.

On motion, Council 
approved the Consent 
Agenda: Minutes of 
11/21/2023; Liquor Li-
cense Renewals: Garner 
Foods and River Rocks 
Bar & Grill; Claims dated 
11/30/2023, November 
Manuals, November Li-
brary Claims; and Payroll 
of 12/1/2023.

On motion, Council 
adopted Resolution No. 
2023-83, accepting the 
submitted plat of survey 
and waiving subdivision 
requirements for prop-
erty owned by Craig 
and Margaret Abolt on 
Chalk Ridge Road. On 
motion, Council adopted 
Resolution No. 2023-84 
approving applications 
for a Three-Year Urban 

Revitalization Tax Exemp-
tion for Justin & Melissa 
Pieper, 2 Blackhawk 
Heights and Dalton Ray 
Mabeus, 3023 Avenue K. 
On motion, Council adopt-
ed Resolution No. 2023-
85, approving the Mayor’s 
signature on a Grant 
Agreement with the IDNR 
Resource Enhancement 
and Protection Program 
(REAP) for the PORT 
Phase IV Trail Project. On 
motion, Council adopted 
Resolution No. 2023-86, 
approving the Mayor’s 
signature on an Engi-
neering Services Agree-
ment between McClure 
Engineering and the City 
of Fort Madison for PIP-
2023-03 Rehabilitate and 
Remark Airfield Pave-
ments at the Fort Madi-
son Municipal Airport. On 
motion, Council adopted 
Resolution No. 2023-87, 
appointing Laura Liego-
is as City Manager and 
authorizing the Mayor and 
Clerk’s signatures on an 
Employment Agreement.

The meeting adjourned 
at 6:17 P.M.

/s/ Matt J. Mohrfeld, 
Mayor

ATTEST: /s/ Melinda L. 
Blind, City Clerk

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXPENDITURES   PAYROLL 12/1/2023 
General $61,162.48  General $ 230,278.83 
Special Rev. 191,609.96  Road Use 23,863.61 
Road Use 22,135.00  Water 38,403.49 
Debt      256,181.25  Sewer 33,572.94 
Capital          0.00  Solid Waste 16,954.05 
Water  61,095.44  Airport 486.54 
Sewer  27,544.45  Storm Water 3,177.25 
Sld Waste, IWC    2,673.72   $346,736.71 
SW Utility      836.99    
 $623,239.29    
     
     
REVENUES     
General $18,490.00    
Special Rev. 255,861.84    
Road Use 113,679.65    
Debt 1,592.93    
Capital 9,778.05    
Water 300,138.92    
Sewer 248,897.86    
Sld Wst & IWC 81,938.39    
SW Utility 17,199.39    

 $1,047,577.03    CLAIMS 12/5/2023

ACCESS LEASING SYS-
TEM, PRINTER LEASE
.............................. 793.17
ACCESS SYSTEMS, 
COMPUTER/IT LEASE
........................... 5,531.62
AHLERS & COONEY, 
PC, PROF FEE ..... 393.00
ALLIANT ENERGY, 
ELECTRIC ....... 38,929.61
ALTORFER INC., GEN-
ERATOR INSPECTION
........................... 4,909.00
AMAZON CAPITAL SER-
VICES, GUN CLEANER/
PENS/ETC.............. 33.77
ARAMARK UNIFORM 
SERVICES, UNIFORM/
SHOP SUPPLIES
.............................. 215.63
BATES SANITATION & 
ASPHALT, ASPHALT 
PATCHING ........ 6,853.08
BEN CHANEY, TRAIN-
ING ......................... 33.88
BRANDON GILPIN, 
TRAINING .............. 38.37
BROZENES HYDRAULIC 
SERVICE, SWEEPER 
HOSE PARTS ....... 657.35
BURLINGTON MUNI 
WATER, BACTERIA 
SAMPLE ............... 204.00
CIVICPLUS, ANNUAL 
FEE.................... 5,057.50
CORE & MAIN LP, COP-

PER TUBE ......... 3,422.00
CRESCENT ELECTRIC 
SUPPLY, FUSES .. 144.08
CUSTOM BRICK - 
STONE CO., ROOF 
PROJECT - FINAL
......................... 39,530.00
DAKOTA SUPPLY 
GROUP, ADAPTER
.............................. 929.37
DODD PRINTING & 
STATIONERY, OFFICE 
SUPPLIES ................ 6.82
DOUDS STONE, LLC, 
ROADSTONE ....... 234.72
DUNKIN GARAGE & 
TOWING, OIL CHANGE
................................ 85.00
EMD MILLIPORE CORP, 
TESTING SUPPLIES
........................... 1,394.48
EUROFINS ENVIRON-
MENT TESTING, WEEK-
LY SAMPLE .......... 710.48
FARM & HOME SUPPLY, 
MISC ITEMS & SAFETY
.............................. 799.87
FORT MADISON PART-
NERS, GROW FORT 
MADISON RECRUIT.
........................... 5,000.00
FORT MADISON WATER 
DEPT, WATER ........ 17.23
FRENCH-RENEKER-AS-
SOC., PROF FEE
......................... 10,918.94
HACH COMPANY, TEST 
SUPPLIES ......... 1,269.34

HEARTSMART.COM, 
AED BATTERY ..... 487.60
HUFFMAN WELDING 
& MACHINE, MISC & 
SAFETY ITEMS .... 736.64
HUMBURD AUTO SER-
VICE, TIRE REPAIR
...............................118.01
IDEAL READY MIX COM-
PANY, INC, CONCRETE
.............................. 556.00
INDUSTRIAL ELECTRIC 
MOTORS, WET/DRY 
VAC ...................... 238.97
IOWA ONE CALL, LO-
CATES .................. 172.80
IOWA PRISON INDUS-
TRIES, PARK SIGNS
.............................. 534.60
JIM BAIER INC., VEHI-
CLE REPAIR ..... 1,509.00
KIMBALL MIDWEST, 
CONNECTOR/TIES/
CLEANER............. 188.14
LAURA LIEGOIS, TRAV-
EL EXPENSE ....... 272.19
LEE COUNTY AUDITOR, 
2023 ELECTION
........................... 2,075.21
LYNCH DALLAS, P.C., 
PROF FEE ......... 3,241.00
MENARD - WEST BUR-
LINGTON, EXTENSION 
CORDS ................. 335.34
MENKE & COMPANY, 
FURNITURE ......... 500.00
MICROBAC LABORATO-
RIES LLC, DAILY SAM-
PLE ......................... 46.00
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY 
COMPANY, HEAT
.............................. 833.00
MIDLAND SCIENTIFIC 
INC., TESTING SUP-
PLIES ................... 136.72
MWCNC, GRATES
.............................. 375.00
NORRIS ASPHALT PAV-
ING, SURFACING
.............................. 514.29
PATRICK MARSH, TRAV-
EL EXPENSE ....... 932.66
PEN CITY CURRENT, 
JOB POSITING ...... 54.00
POSTMASTER, FORT 
MADISON, POSTAGE
........................... 1,977.36
RAIRDEN’S AUTO SAL-
VAGE, TOW STREET 
SWEEPER............ 350.00
RANGEMASTERS, 
TRAINING CENTER 
AMMO ............... 2,240.44
SANDRY FIRE SUPPLY, 
L.L.C., FACE MASK RE-
PAIR ..................... 436.95
SINCLAIR TRACTOR, 
WINDOWPANE ...... 55.18
STATE HYGIENIC LABO-
RATORY, WATER SAM-
PLE ......................... 21.00
THE PARK CATALOG, 
MEMORIAL BENCH
........................... 2,873.00
TRUCK REPAIR INC., 
SWEEPER HOSE
.............................. 734.63
TRUELINE FIRE & 
SAFETY, CLOTHING 
ALLOWANCE ....... 557.87
UPS, SHIPPING ......11.81
VEENSTRA & KIMM, 
INC, PROF FEE
........................... 2,530.00
WATER SOLUTIONS UN-
LIMITED, CHEMICALS
........................... 4,788.66
WORKING FIRE FURNI-
TURE, RECLINER
........................... 1,038.98
TOTAL ........... 159,585.36
GENEAL .......... 31,918.43

SPECIAL REVENUES
......................... 55,037.99
ROAD USE ........ 5,144.74
WATER ............ 42,504.38
WASTEWATER
......................... 22,425.24
SOLID WASTE .. 1,412.02
AIRPORT .............. 305.57
STORM WATER ... 836.99
TOTAL ........... 159,585.36

MANUALS - NOV 2023

ALLIANT ENERGY, 
ELECTRIC ........11,357.47
ANSER IOWA, ANSWER-
ING SERVICE ........... 232
CENTURY LINK, PHONE
.............................. 186.57
CHASE CARD SERVICE, 
CREDIT CARD FEES
........................... 4,452.82
HENDERSON PROD-
UCTS, INC, PIVOTS
........................... 1,498.26
IOWA DEPT. OF REVE-
NUE, SALES & WET TAX
......................... 16,748.34
MASTERCARD, ZOOM/
DOOR/TRAINING
........................... 3,649.05
MIDWEST GROUP 
BENEFITS, MONTHLY 
PROCESS FEE
......................... 34,247.33
PITNEY BOWES, ME-
TER RENTAL ............. 171
PROFESSIONAL 
HEALTH SERVICES, 
PHYSICALS .... 10,350.00
TONY AND CINDY BAX-
TER, INTEREST - BLUFF 
APT .................... 3,950.00
UMB BANK, N.A., INTER-
EST PAYMENTS
....................... 252,231.25
WELLMARK BC/BS, 
HEALTH INS PREMIUMS
....................... 102,396.79
WEX BANK, FUEL 
USAGE ............ 15,336.71
....................... 456,807.59
GENERAL ........22,411.41
SPECIAL REVENUES
....................... 136,182.17
ROAD USE ...... 16,990.26
DEBT SERVICE
....................... 256,181.25
WATER ............ 18,591.06
WASTEWATER ..5,119.21
SOLID WASTE .. 1,261.70
AIRPORT ................ 70.53
TOTAL ........... 456,807.59

LIBRARY - NOV 2023

ACCESS SYSTEMS, INK 

CARTRIDGES
.............................. 143.51
ALTOONA PUBLIC LI-
BRARY, BOOK LOAN
................................ 18.95
AMAZON CAPITAL SER-
VICES, PAPER SHRED-
DER ...................... 652.51
BAKER & TAYLOR, LI-
BRARY MATERIALS
........................... 1,721.25
BLACK STONE PUB-
LISHING, LIBRARY 
MATERIALS ......... 132.00
CEDAR RAPIDS PUBLIC 
LIBRARY, LOST INTER 
LIBRARY LOAN ..... 14.99
CEILLING OUTFITTERS, 
MAGNETS ............ 216.42
CENGAGE LEARNING 
INC./GALE, LIBRARY 
MATERIALS ......... 281.99
DAILY DEMOCRAT, AD-
VERTISING .......... 120.00
DAVE VRADENBURG, 
REPAIR WORK .... 153.15
DEMCO, OFFICE SUP-
PLIES ..................... 37.53
DODD PRINTING & STA-
TIONERY, POSTER
...............................117.04
EXCEL IT SERVICES, 
CLOUD BACKUP ... 37.93
GREENWOOD CLEAN-
ING SYSTEM, JANITORI-
AL SUPPLIES ....... 361.55
IOWA HISTORY JOUR-
NAL, LIBRARY MATERI-
ALS ......................... 19.95
IOWA POETRY ASSOC., 
LIBRARY MATERIALS
................................ 12.75
KANOPY, INC., LIBRARY 
MATERIALS ........... 31.00
KEMPKERS TRUE VAL-
UE, JANITORIAL SUP-
PLIES ..................... 30.64
MEDIACOM BUSINESS, 
PHONE SERVICE & 

INTERNET ............ 415.75
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY 
COMPANY, HEATING
................................ 90.00
MOHRFELD ELECTRIC, 
SECURITY CAMERA 
REPAIR ................ 105.00
MOWEN CLEANING 
SERVICE LLC, JANITO-
RIAL SERVICE ..... 863.32
PETTY CASH - SARAH 
CLENDINENG, CRAFT 
SUPPLIES & SNACKS
.............................. 100.64
QUILL LLC, TONER 
CARTRIDGE .......... 89.09
SHOWCASES, CD 
CASES ................... 79.38
U.S. POSTAL SERVICE, 
REFILL POSTAGE 
METER .............. 1,000.00
TOTAL ............... 6,846.34
GENERAL ......... 6,832.64
SPECIAL REVENUES
................................ 13.70
TOTAL ............... 6,846.34

There’s Snow There’s Snow 
Place Like Home Place Like Home 
for the Holidays.for the Holidays.

As we take time for our family this holiday, we thank you for your support and patronage
and wish you all a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition Monday, December 25 through Friday, January 5.
Our special 2023 Year In Review editions will publish

Wednesday, January 3 through Friday, January 5.
Breaking news will continue to be published on our website 24/7.

http://www.JimBaier.com
mailto:burldental@gmail.com
https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
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From the Front

We are grateful to be trusted to care for
your family’s oral health.

We wish each & every one a very Merry Christmas
& a Happy, Healthy New Year! 

Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-4882

www.DrMarkDDS.comWest Burlington
(319) 753-2515

New London
(319) 367-2311

Mediapolis
(319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993

enough. Based off of our budget, that’s about three 
months of expenses on hand. The problem with that 
is for the last three or four years, you’ve been giving 
us the rural property tax transfer on the last day of 
the quarter.

“So at all times, we are essentially, and I want to be 
careful with my words here because I don’t mean this 
in any legal sense, we’re loaning the rest of the county 
$800,000 to $900,000 on any given day,” he said.

He said the county is subsidizing permits where the 
department is operating in the red and he’d like to 
make some changes there.

Regarding installation of entrances to private prop-
erty on county roads, Hull said he’d prefer the county 
not be in that business.

The county charges a $600 fee for gravel road 
access installations and maintenance of those in-
stallations. They charged $1,300 for paved driveway 
entrances.

“The biggest one on my list is something honestly 
I would prefer our crews didn’t have to do and that’s 
the installation of entrances to private driveways in 
the county,” Hull said.

Hull provided some data that showed the county 
spends about $93 dollars just on administrative costs 
alone. In a sampling of 11 entrances installed in the 
past year, the county lost $906 per driveway.

“That means were spending about $1,500 recoup-
ing about $600 per the scheduled fees in our policy 
which were set in 2012.”

He said he looked at two paved entrances and the 
county is spending about $4,000 per entrance and 
getting $1,300 back.

Hull said the county is subsidizing, on average over 
the 11 entrances sampled, the county took a loss of 
about $1,400 per entrance.

“Well, we need to stop doing that,” Supervisor Tom 
Schulz said.

“That needs to be looked at,” said Supervisor Matt 
Pflug.

Hull asked if the county would prefer to stop 
subsidizing them or to adjust the fees, which could 
prompt owners to look at other options.

“We’re in an agricultural community and a lot of 
folks do have the means to install their own.”

The county issued 72 permits over the last five 
years for entrances and installed 23 of those.

Hull said he preferred to have the county mainte-
nance workers on the roads rather than doing the 
construction.

He said the maintenance of the entrances is the 
county’s responsibility which makes the cost to the 
county even higher.

Hull showed that Des Moines charges 60% to the 
property owner for the cost of replacing an existing 
driveway of the same size.

Pflug asked Hull if he would like to see the county 
go away from installing the entrances and Hull said 
that would be his preference.

“My question, and what I’m hearing is something 
needs to change, is do you want us to just stop doing 
it, or adjust the fees?”

Seyb said he would prefer the county not be in that 
business, because as he’s said with regard to the coun-
ty health department’s Home Health and Hospice 
program, there are private companies that will do 
that work and a lot of farmers have the equipment to 
do the work.

“This is following the exact guidance I put out 
there, and this is exactly what I’m looking for,” Seyb 
said.

Hull said the county would still charge a permit for 
administrative fees associated with the construction 
of the entrance ways.

Hull also showed that the county is spending 

about $253 per 300 feet of dust control measures for 
magnesium chloride or calcium chloride. They spend 
$972 per 300 feet of soy-based dust control.

The county received 427 applications for dust con-
trol in 2023. Hull said the county has to go out and 
grade the roads prior to the dust control application.

Seyb said there are additional costs for the soy 
preparation. He asked what the board thought would 
be a sufficient fee to charge for each surface prepara-
tion, which is what the county does before the dust 
control, whether salt or soy, is applied.

The county is averaging about 65 applications for 
utility permits over the past eight years. Hull said the 
county spends about $177.50 on each permit. He said 
the county is seeing massive fiber optic investments, 
which is a good thing. He said recent fiber optic 
permits involved 38 county road crossings and he 
said he points those out because they regularly pose a 
problem in the future.

The county currently does not charge for utility 
permits and Hull said many counties are actively 
reviewing that policy.

Hull said some counties such as Clinton County 
are charging per crossing, and some charge per mile 
or a hybrid. He said he didn’t want to get charges 
so high that it would be prohibitive to homeowners 
looking to have fiber run to their home. He said he 
would also like to charge $50 for each time he has to 
go out and review a field installation.

Seyb said there should be some sort of premium 
fee to the county for the work that needs to be done 
and for the choices private owners make. However, 
he said he didn’t want it to be cost-prohibitive for 
safety reasons. Hull said a survey of other counties 
showed an average county fee of $50 per application. 
Seyb said the soy should be higher.

No fee decisions were made, but Hull said he had 
enough direction to plug in some numbers for his 
budget presentation at the beginning of the year.

HULL - Continued from Page 1

Engineer reviewing fees on three service permits

with the car lights on bright, looking for 
those “wascal wabbits.”  Nothing.  “May-
be it’s wabbittitus,” I told Ginnie, in my 
Elmer Fudd voice.  We did finally see one 
lone rabbit all by itself in the middle of 
the spruce grove.  Ginnie breathed a sigh 
of relief.  

It reminds me of when we lived in 
Colorado.  The company I worked for 
built a factory on the Front Range.  We 
were new to Colorado, and didn’t know 
quite how Iowans were supposed to act 

in the Wild West.  Anywho, the prairie 
was crawling with thousands (literally) 
of jack rabbits.  The night shift workers at 
the factory would get off work at mid-
night and ride around on fenders of pick-
up trucks and jalopies, with the head-
lights on, holding shotguns and pistols, 
and shoot the bejeebers out of the jacks.  
I’m not kidding  They had a hoot.  It’s a 
wonder someone didn’t get killed.

Then about a foot of snow fell, and 
the jacks made paths through the snow 

from one spot to another.  Even in broad 
daylight, when pulling into the parking 
lot, you could see rabbit ears moving 
along the deep paths.  From an Iowa-boy 
standpoint, this was an amazing sight.  
To the locals, it was life as usual.

The next year, the jack rabbits were 
gone.  I mean all gone.  Where did they 
go?  I asked one of the locals, and all he 
said was, “Cycles.”  With further prod-
ding, he elaborated, “It’s about a seven 
year swing.  The jacks breed and grow to 
a large number, then, boom, they’re gone.  
Dunno if it’s disease or varmints, but it’s 
been going on since Heck was a puppy.” 

I believe that’s what happened here 
on the Empty Nest Farm.  A naturally 
occurring cycle, like seven years of feast-
or-famine.  Our McIntosh apple tree 
didn’t bloom this year either, after years 
of limb-breaking apple loads.   

For everything there is a season, a time 
for every purpose under heaven...a time 
to break down and a time to build up... 
Ecclesiastes 3:1&3

Have a good story? Call or text Curt 
Swarm in Mt. Pleasant at 319-217-0526, 
email him at curtswarm@yahoo.com, 
or visit his website at www.empty-nest-
words-photos-and-frames.com.

SWARM - Continued from Page 1

Empty Nest experiencing a cycle of missing jack rabbits

https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
http://www.empty-nest-words-photos-and-frames.com
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