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County joins IFA tax program
ASSISTANCE:  Iowa Finance Authority helping those with COVID hardships

Pentagon 
move reaches 
into Iowa

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – A program currently in front of 
Iowa homeowners could help with residents behind on 
their property taxes.

The program, administered through the Iowa Finance 
Authority, uses America Rescue Plan Act funds to help 
those financially impacted by COVID to help meet 
home-related costs such as mortgage assistance, con-
tract rent payments, or property taxes.

The funds are available through 2026 and are issued 
on a one-time basis.

Lee County Supervisors passed a resolu-
tion at Monday’s regular meeting to allow 
the county to accept the payments from the 
state on behalf of residents who apply for, 
and qualify for, the assistance.

Lee County Treasurer Becky Gaylord said 
she has run the program through County 
Attorney Ross Braden because the county 

must sign a contract with the state to accept the pay-
ments on behalf of the residents.

“He was okay with the changes they did. We just had 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
LCEDG, chambers relaunch Lee County Leadership program
LEE COUNTY - Lee County Eco-

nomic Development Group, Iowa 
State University Extension and Out-
reach - Lee County, The Fort Mad-
ison Area Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Keokuk Area Chamber of 
Commerce are excited to announce 

the relaunch of the Lee County 
Leadership Program, designed to 
promote community engagement 
and increase capacity among com-
munity members for addressing 
common issues and problems.

Participants will benefit from 

gaining a comprehensive under-
standing of community leadership 
and its significance, developing core 
competencies linked to resilience, 
and acquiring practical tools and 

Iowa is about as far removed from 
an ocean as you can get. But this state 
figures in recent news reports about the 
U.S. Navy — and not in a puff-up-our-
chest-with-pride way.

One of the reports was a New York 
Times examination of the Navy’s largest 
ship-building budget in history, $32 bil-
lion this year alone, and the tug-of-war 
that pot of money has created inside the 
seagoing service.

On one side of the budgetary rope are 
those who favor building traditional 
warships, the submarines, destroyers 
and frigates that make up most of the 
Navy’s hardware. On the rope’s other 
end are those who want the Navy to 
invest more of its construction budget in 
a new breed of surface vessels, submers-
ibles and drones that are unmanned and 
less expensive to build.

There is an urgency to this debate, 
because China’s naval forces surpassed 
the U.S. Navy’s vessel numbers several 
years ago.

So, what does this have to do with 
Iowa?

While the Times was writing about 
the Navy’s construction budget debate, 
there was a ceremony on August 14 at 
the Mayport Naval Station in Jackson-
ville, Fla. The occasion for the pomp and 
circumstance was the official “decom-
missioning” of the USS Sioux City. In 
rural lingo, the Sioux City has been put 
out to pasture. It will be parked and 
mothballed, its crew of 75 sailors given 
new assignments.

What makes the decommissioning 
so remarkable are a couple of facts that 
should anger frugal people from Iowa 
and beyond: It cost $360 million — one-

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Alex Grabowksi works on fiber art during last year’s Art 
in the Park that got moved indoors due to potential bad 
weather. The festival will take place downtown Sunday.

See TAXES, page 7

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
WED 13 Sep ......................................................... Sunny & cool, 73º F/ 49º F
THU 14 Sep ..........................................................Sunny & cool, 74º F/ 50º F
FRI 15 Sep ............................................................ Sunny & cool, 76º F/ 56º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 09/11 .................13 34 35 36 49, Star Ball: 1 All Star Bonus: 4
LUCKY FOR LIFE 09/11 ..............................................7 16 22 34 45, Lucky Ball: 11
PICK 3 MIDDAY 09/11 .......................................................................................4 8 1
PICK 3 EVENING 09/11 .................................................................................... 1 9 0
PICK 4 MIDDAY 09/11 .....................................................................................1 1 3 6
PICK 4 EVENING 09/11 ...............................................................................3 0 8 4
POWERBALL 09/11.............................. 9 25 27 53 66, Powerball: 5 Power Play: 2

See EVANS, page 8See PROGRAM, page 7

Fall art festival 
moves downtown

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - The annual art fair organized 
by the Fort Madison Area Arts Association is moving 
out of the park and onto the avenue this year.

Art on the Avenue is Sunday, Sep 17 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. in the 800 block of Avenue G, where the 
FMAAA Art Center is located (next to the Fox The-
ater.)

The street will be blocked to accommodate 30+ 
artists and artisans selling fine art, finely crafted 
items and maker ware of their own composition or 
design. In addition to Wilson Brothers and OHana’s 
Ice food trucks, the Parthenon will be selling pizza, 
and Z’s Boba Tea will be open for refreshments and 

See FESTIVAL, page 2

GAYLORD

AVENUE G:  Festival shifts from Cen-
tral Park to downtown Fort Madison 
on Sept. 17 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Michele Dearing Young, 60, of Fort Madison, Iowa died at 10:14 am Friday, 
September 8, 2023 at the Southeast Iowa Regional Hospice House, West Burlington, 
Iowa.  Michele was born November 1, 1962 at Kansas City, Missouri, a daughter of  

Bill J and Martha Charlene (Hoover) Dearing. 
In 1984, Michele earned a public relations degree from the Uni-

versity of Kansas, and was an active member of the Alpha Delta Pi 
sorority.   During college she met Russell B “Skip” Young.  They were 
married on June 1, 1985 at Prairie Village, Kansas.  They moved 
to Fort Madison and for the past 39 years they ran Dana Bushong 
Jewelry Company, Inc. together.  She quickly made friends and got 
busy, and she became known as the “downtown cheerleader.”  She 

worked hard to keep Fort Madison growing, especially the downtown area.  She was 
an active member of the Fort Madison United Methodist Church, North Lee County 
Historical Society, P.E.O. Chapter BS-KV, and she was Retail Chairman for many 
years.  She loved, and was loved by her family and many friends!

Michele is survived by her husband, Skip Young, of Fort Madison; four chil-
dren: Lauren (Bryan) Rodeffer, Natalie (Kyle) Steffensmeier, William Young (Paige 
VanFleet) and Katherine Young (Jordyn Gerdes), all of the Fort Madison area; her 
mother, Charlene Dearing of Overland Park, Kansas; one sister, Mimi Dearing and 
her son, Joe Dearing, both of Overland Park, Kansas; five grandchildren:  Raleigh 
Rodeffer, Michael and Grayson Steffensmeier, Hudsyn and Brody Young; and many 
other family members and friends.  She was preceded in death by her father.

A Celebration of Life is being planned and will be held at a later date.  A memorial 
has been established for the Fort Madison United Methodist Church.  Barr Memo-
rial Chapel is honored to serve the Young family and an online guest book may be 
found at www.barrmemorialchapel.com.

OBITUARIES

MICHELE DEARING YOUNG

YOUNG

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and 
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be 
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting 
fee.

Frances Kay Rodefer, 72, formerly of Fort Madison, Iowa died Friday, September 
8, 2023 at the West Point Care Center, West Point, Iowa.  She  was born January 10, 
1951 in Fort Madison, Iowa, a daughter of Eugene J. and Emily O. (Patterson) Sto-

tlar.  On June 10, 1972, she married Michael Paul Rodefer in Wever, 
Iowa.  He preceded her in death.

Frances was a 1969 graduate of Fort Madison High School.  She 
worked several places over the years including Sheaffer Pen and State 
Central Bank.  She was a past member of Order of the Eastern Star.  
She was a true garage saler and treasure hunter!  She especially en-
joyed collecting Fenton Hobnail glassware.  A collection that started 
with her mother and was shared with other family members.  She was 

always active and “out and about” every day.
She is survived by one daughter, Amy (Travis) Gelsthorpe of Fort Madison; one 

son, Bryan Rodefer of Fort Madison; three brothers: Raymond (Sharon) Stotlar of 
Wever; Roy (Karen) Stotlar of Burlington; and Robert (Martha) Stotlar of Burling-
ton; one sister, Ruth (Grant) McDowell of Burlington; two grandchildren, Macayla 
Lambert and Daniel Rodefer; several nieces and nephews; and good friend, Geral-
dine Zumdome.  She was preceded in death by her parents, husband, one brother 
Gerald Anderson, and good friend Sue Walker.

Visitation will be held 9:30 - 10:30 am Wednesday, September 13, 2023 at the Barr 
Memorial Chapel, where her funeral will follow and begin at 10:30 am Wednesday at 
the funeral home.  Reverend Dean Graber will officiate.  Burial will be at Claypoole 
Cemetery, Wever.  A memorial has been established, contributions may be made at 
the Barr Memorial Chapel, Fort Madison.  Online condolences to the Rodefer Fami-
ly may be made from the Barr Memorial Chapel, www.barrmemorialchapel.com.

OBITUARIES

FRANCES K. RODEFER

RODEFER

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

light snacks.
“We are really excited by the re-

sponse we received from artists,” said 
Lori Illner Greene, Executive Director 
for the FMAAA.

“The feedback we received during 
booth registration was very positive. 
Many artists commented how they 
liked moving the event on to the street. 
It’s way more convenient for set up – 
and for us to host it right outside of 
our front door.” The Art Center will be 
open and act as a hub during the event. 
The KidsZone with creative activities 
for kids will be in the studio classroom, 
known as Paula’s Palette in memory of 
long-time member artist Paula How-
ard.  

The Art Center is planning for good 

weather and a good turnout for this 
year’s event. Still, alternate plans must 
be considered when fragile items like 
art are involved.

Last year’s threat of 30 to 40 mph 
winds forced the early morning set-up 
inside for what turned out to be a fab-
ulous weather day.  The fallback plan 
for inclement weather this year is for a 
few artists to set up in the Art Center if 
needed.

Brenda Derr has graciously offered 
for artists to set up across the street 
in the empty Shugs toy store building 
which could accommodate quite a few 
booths.

For more information contact ad-
min@fortmadisonart.com or call the 
Art Center 319-372-3996.

FESTIVAL - Continued from Page 1

Artists like moving event 
onto Avenue G 

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670
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Wayne L. Heidbreder, 67, of Niota, IL, passed away at 1:38 a.m. on Tuesday, September 
12, 2023 at the University of Iowa Hospital in Iowa City.  He was born on August 12, 1956 in 
Keokuk, IA to George E. & Imogene E. Varner Heidbreder.  He married Carol Elaine Howard 

on July 10, 1976 in Dallas City, IL.  He worked as a construction superinten-
dent for Carl A. Nelson Company for many years.  He enjoyed working with 
wood and building anything, but his greatest joy was spending time with his 
grandchildren.

Wayne is survived by: his wife: Carol Heidbreder of Niota, IL; 2-sons: Todd 
(Corrine Dail) Heidbreder of Fort Madison, IA & Tony (Shasta) Heidbreder 
of Niota, IL; 4-grandchildren: Connor, Neveda, Liam & Brielle; 3-brothers: 
Albert (Theresa) Heidbreder of Fort Madison, IA, Dale (Gail) Heidbreder of 

Donnellson, IA & Daryl (June) Heidbreder of Des Moines, IA and numerous nieces & neph-
ews.  He was preceded in death by his parents.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory and 
per his wishes, no services are planned. The family will hold a celebration of life at a later date.  
Online condolences to Wayne’s family may be left at the King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crema-
tory website: www.kinglynk.com.

OBITUARIES

WAYNE L. HEIDBREDER

HEIDBREDER

Jamal Terry Anderson, 51, of Keokuk, IA died Wednesday, August 23, 2023 at his home.
He was born September 3, 1971 the son of Percy Burt and Candice Tate Anderson.

Jamal graduated from Ft. Madison High School. He was employed by Ca-
sey’s where he worked in the kitchen.

He was a member of the Apostolic Holiness Church in Keokuk.
He enjoyed riding his bike and walking. Jamal was always on the lookout 

for things to fix up and resell. He was an avid Pittsburg Steelers and Iowa 
Hawkeye fan.

Jamal is survived by his children, Tara Anderson of Keokuk, IA, Jamal 
Anderson Jr. of Burlington, IA, Jacob Haynes of Colorado Springs, CO, Lisa 

Anderson and Saphara Anderson both of Keokuk, IA, one sister, Dawn Harris of Keokuk, IA, 
one grandchild, one niece, Gaberial and one nephew, Jeffery.

He was preceded in death by his mother, Candice Anderson.
A memorial service will be held 10 a.m. Friday at the Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk. 

After the service, there will be a gathering at Rand Park and those in attendance are welcome 
to bring a side dish.    Online condolences may be made to the family at www.vigenmemorial-
home.com.

OBITUARIES

JAMAL T. ANDERSON

ANDERSON

Gail Nadine Love, 79, of Keokuk, passed away on Sunday, September 10, 2023, at River 
Hills Village in Keokuk.

Gail was born on September 26, 1943, in Woodward, Oklahoma, the daughter of Wil-
liam and Bertha (McHaney) Holford. On June 28, 1988, she was united in marriage to 
William Love in Zephyr Cove, Nevada. He preceded her in death on November 16, 2009.

Gail was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and in her 
younger years, was employed as a nurse. Later on, she was self-employed in sales. She 
loved selling at yard sales and flea markets, and spent her free time candle-making and 
sitting in nature.

Gail is survived by her son James Love of Hamilton, Illinois; Joann (Brad) Davis of 
Wapakoneta, Ohio; Marie (John) Hatfield of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; and six grand-
children: Lori (Matt) Lacey, Edwin Lavonn, Alex Jockers, Allison (Zach) Malm, Jesse 
Johnson and Collette Love.

Gail is preceded in death by her parents and two brothers: Richard and James Holford.
Private family services will be held at a later date.
Memorials may be directed to Southeastern Community College Nursing Program in 

Keokuk.
Tributes and condolences may be left at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com.
DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk is in charge of arrangements.

GAIL N. LOVE

LEE COUNTY - Lee County Health Department will be holding a Children’s Immuni-
zation Clinic Thursday, September 14th 2023 at Trinity United Methodist Church, 2330 
Plank Road in Keokuk from 1:00 pm until 4:30pm. Please park on the south side of the 
building (the large parking lot) and enter in the door that states HANDICAPPED, there 
is a red awning over the door.

 The clinic is open to children who have no insurance, are insured by Iowa Medicaid 
(MCO) or those who have private health insurance that does not cover the cost of vac-
cines.  Written parental consent is required for minors to receive vaccinations when in 
the care of another adult. (Please visit our website for a consent form.)

 Free lead testing is available for all children ages 6 months to 6 years who reside in 
Iowa. Please call for appointment.

 Please call 1-319-372-5225 with questions or visit our website at www.leecountyhd.
org.

Children’s Health Clinic set for Thursday

https://www.birkwoodvillage.com/discover-birkwood-village/birkwoodvillage-fortmadison
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.dejongsfuneralhome.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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ASSISTANT 
COUNTY

ATTORNEY
The Lee County Attorney is 
accepting applications for 
a full-time Assistant County 
Attorney. Primary duties in-
volve all aspects of trial work 
including daily court appear-
ances, assistance with inves-
tigations; charging of criminal 
cases; interaction and train-
ing with law enforcement, 
victim and witness contact, 
representing the State at 
hearings, trials, and in other 
legal proceedings; and oth-
er duties as assigned. The 
duties of this position may 
change as determined by the 
County Attorney.

REQUIREMENTS:
Graduation from an accredit-
ed law school and admission 
to practice law in the State 
of Iowa with a law license in 
good standing and no history 
of discipline. Must be able to 
simultaneously handle mul-
tiple areas of responsibility 
with minimal supervision, 
properly prioritizing tasks and 
duties as dictated by chang-
ing demands. Must be able 
to simultaneously advance 
all assigned cases in a large 
trial caseload. Prior trial ex-
perience and prosecution ex-
perience is preferred but not 
required.

SALARY:
Salary range to start between 
$68,000.00 and $83,000.00 
per year commensurate with 
experience, as well as a very 
competitive benefits pack-
age.

Applicants should submit, by 
email or mail, a cover letter, 
resume, writing sample, and 
three references to:

Ross J. Braden
Lee County Attorney

25 N. 7th Street
PO Box 824

Keokuk, Iowa 52632
rbraden@leecounty.org

Applications must be re-
ceived by September 30, 
2023 at 4:30 PM.

Lee County is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

LEE COUNTY
SECONDARY ROADS

HELP WANTED

ROAD
MAINTENANCE 
WORKER II or Ill

Lee County is taking applica-
tions for a Road Maintenance 
Worker II or 111, to work at 
the West Point Maintenance 
Shop or other shops as as-
signed. Duties will include 
the operation of light and 
heavy equipment and trucks 
to perform road maintenance 
and construction projects, 
occasionally plowing snow, 
and the performance of man-
ual labor as required. Re-
quires a high school gradu-
ate or G.E.D. equivalent and 
must possess a valid Class A 
commercial driver’s license 
with air brake and tanker en-
dorsements. The successful 
candidate will be classified as 
either Maintenance Worker II 
or Ill depending on their qual-
ifications. The starting wage 
range is $22.57 to $23.47. 
Pay rates after 3 years of em-
ployment range from $27.55 
to $28.65. 

Lee County provides equal 
opportunity in employment 
to all persons regardless of 
age, race, creed, color, sex, 
national origin, religion, or 
disability. 

For job descriptions and to 
apply, download an applica-
tion from our county website, 
www.leecounty.org/employ-
mentaspx, or you can pick 
an application up at the Engi-
neer’s office and return your 
completed application along 
with a resume to Lee Coun-
ty Engineer, P.O. Box 158, 
Fort Madison, Iowa 52627, 
or email it to engineer@lee-
county.org Applications will 
be accepted until the position 
is filled. 

If you have any questions, 
please contact Lee County 
Engineer Office at (319) 372-
2541 or email them at engi-
neer@leecounty.org. 

LEE COUNTY
SECONDARY ROADS

HELP WANTED

ENGINEERING 
TECHNICIANS 

CLASS IE, IIE OR 
IIIE

Lee County is taking applica-
tions for Engineering Techni-
cian Class IE, IIE or IIIE, to 
work out of our Fort Madison 
Office. Duties will include 
surveying, inspection and 
testing of materials, comput-
er aided drafting, and ability 
to become IDOT certified in 
inspection and other related 
work duties. The successful 
candidate will be classified 
as an Engineering Technician 
IE, IIE or IIIE depending on 
their qualifications. The start-
ing wage range is $25.63 to 
$27 .68. Pay rates after 3 
years of employment range 
from $31.08 to $33.88. 

Lee County provides equal 
opportunity in employment 
to all persons regardless of 
age, race, creed, color, sex, 
national origin, religion, or 
disability. 

For job descriptions and to 
apply, download an applica-
tion from our county website, 
www.leecounty.org/employ-
ment.aspx, or you can pick 
an application up at the Engi-
neer’s office and return your 
completed application along 
with a resume to Lee Coun-
ty Engineer, P.O. Box 158, 
Fort Madison, Iowa 52627, 
or email it to engineer@lee-
county.org Applications will 
be accepted until the position 
is filled. 

If you have any questions, 
please contact Lee County 
Engineer Office at (319) 372-
2541 or email them at engi-
neer@leecounty.org. 

PUBLIC WORKS
GENERAL OPERATOR

GENERAL PURPOSE
Performs a variety of un-
skilled or semi-skilled main-
tenance work, operates a 
variety of equipment in the 
construction, operation, re-
pair, maintenance and re-
placement of City street, 
sanitary and storm drainage 
facilities and systems.

DESIRED MINIMUM
QUALIFICATIONS

Education and Experience:
• Graduation from high school 
education or GED equivalent 
and
• Two (2) years of experi-
ence relating to construction, 
maintenance, or repair,
or
• Any equivalent combination 
of education and experience.

Special Requirements:
• Valid State Driver’s license
• Class B CDL or the ability to 
obtain one within six months 
of hire.

Necessary knowledge, skills, 
and experience:
• Some knowledge of equip-
ment, facilities, materials, 
methods and procedures 
used in maintenance, con-
struction and repair activities;
• Skill in operation of some 
of the listed tools and equip-
ment;
• Ability to perform heavy 
manual tasks for extend-
ed periods of time; ability to 
work safely; ability to com-
municate effectively verbally 
and in writing; ability to es-
tablish and maintain effective 
working relationships with 
employees, other depart-
ments and the public; ability 
to understand and carry out 
written and oral instructions.

Submit applications to Justi-
na Cullen at City Hall, 811 
Avenue E, Fort Madison, IA 
52627 or via email at jcul-
len@fortmadison-ia.com by 
4:30pm on Friday, Septem-
ber 29, 2023.

WASTEWATER
TREATMENT PLANT

FULL-TIME OPERATOR/
LAB TECHNICIAN

GENERAL PURPOSE
Assist in the operation and 
monitoring of the water rec-
lamation facility. Additional 
duties performed include col-
lecting routine water samples 
and performing laboratory 
test; cleaning clarifiers, wet 
wells and elevated tanks; 
maintenance of pumps, 
valves and meters; property 
maintenance to the building 
and grounds; and completing 
daily documentation.  

DESIRED MINIMUM
QUALIFICATIONS

Education and Experience:
1. Graduation from high 
school diploma or GED 
equivalent
2. Valid Iowa driver’s license 
3. Obtain a Grade II Waste-
water Certification in the 
State of Iowa.
4. Knowledge of electrical 
and mechanical equipment
5. Ability to operate computer 
programs

Apply at City Hall,
811 Avenue E,

Fort Madison, IA or 
email applications to

jcullen@fortmadison-ia.com 
by Friday, September 29th. 

Applications can be found on 
the city website at

www.fortmadison-ia.com

HELP WANTED

HELP
WANTED HELP

WANTED

HELP
WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICES

Place your ad 
online 24/7

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROCEEDINGS
FORT MADISON
CITY COUNCIL

9/52023

At 5:30 P.M., Council 
met in regular session 
on Tuesday, September 
5, 2023. Mayor Mohrfeld 
presided with Council 
Members Gray, Yager, 
Amandus, Roller, Bowker 

and Rink present. Council 
Member Andrews was 
absent.

On motion, Council 
approved the Consent 
Agenda: Minutes of 
8/15/2023; Liquor License 
Renewal: Vel’s Amigos, 
1226 – 37th Street; 
Setting public hearing for 
5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
9/19/2023, concerning 
rezoning property gener-
ally described as east of 
Reve Court and between 
Highway 61 and Business 
Highway 61, from R-1, 
One Family Residen-
tial, to B-3, Wholesale 
Business District; Claims 
dated 8/31/2023; August 

Library Claims; and Pay-
roll of 8/25/2023. 

At 5:31 P.M., Mohrfeld 
opened the public hearing 
concerning the Voluntary 
Annexation of property 
generally described as 
east of Reve Court and 
between Highway 61 and 
Business Highway 61. 
With no oral or written 
comments, Mohrfeld 
closed the public hearing 
at 5:32 P.M. On motion, 
Council adopted Resolu-
tion No. 2023-61, approv-
ing the voluntary annex-
ation of property generally 
described as east of 
Reve Court and between 
Highway 61 and Business 
Highway 61.

On motion, Council 
approved the second 
reading of an ordinance 
amending Title 1, Ad-
ministration, Chapter 4, 
General Penalty; and 
Title 7, Police, Chapter 
2, Misdemeanors. On 
motion, Council adopted 
Resolution No. 2023-62, 
setting public hearing on 
a Petition for Voluntary 
Annexation by Protectors 
of Animal Welfare, Inc., 
(PAW) for property north 
of 2205 – 48th Street 
(PAW Animal Shelter). 

On motion, Council 
approved the bid of W. L. 
Miller Company, of Ham-
ilton, Illinois, of $0.60 per 
square foot for a single 
layer of sealcoat and 
$1.17 a square foot for 
a double layer of seal-
coat for the 2023 Yearly 
Sealcoat Program. On 
motion, Council approved 
the position profile, job 
description and search 
schedule created by 
Hinson Consulting, LLC, 
for the City Manager 
Search Process. With one 
nay, on motion, Council 
approved an additional 
$2,000 contribution to the 
Fiesta Committee to be 
paid from the Hotel/Motel 
Tax Fund. 

The meeting adjourned 
at 5:55 P.M.

/s/ Matt J. Mohrfeld, 
Mayor

ATTEST: /s/ Melinda L. 
Blind, City Clerk

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:rbraden@leecounty.org
http://www.leecounty.org/employmentaspx
http://www.leecounty.org/employmentaspx
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
http://www.leecounty.org/employment.aspx
http://www.leecounty.org/employment.aspx
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:engineer@leecounty.org
mailto:jcullen@fortmadison-ia.com
mailto:jcullen@fortmadison-ia.com
mailto:jcullen@fortmadison-ia.com
http://www.fortmadison-ia.com
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Located at Conagra 2467 Henry Ladyn Dr., Fort Madison, IA

Open Interviews for Production Technicians
Weekly from 8-10am

Starting pay $19.90/hr
Advance to $21.64/hr within 12 months

Advance to $23.98/hr within 30 months
Shift differentials of $0.45 for 2nd and $1.00 for 3rd

2nd & 3rd shifts available
$175 monthly Company Contribution

to pension from date of hire
3% Company Match to 401(k); 100% immediately vested

Medical, Dental, Vision, Life, STD and more!

PUBLIC NOTICES

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
EXPENDITURES PAYROLL 8/25/2023 
General $ 56,271.05 General 202,560.64 
Special Revenue 15,029.01 Old Fort   1,947.93 
Road Use  77,164.79 Emp Vol Bnft 7,646.55 
Capital 25,079.02 Road Use 26,274.02 
Water  67,917.44 Water 35,455.46 
Sewer    37,326.61 Sewer 32,020.19 
Sld Waste, IWC 11,859.36 Solid Waste 16,639.49 
SW Utility 1,279.65 Airport 312.77 

$291,926.93 Storm Water 3,066.74 
$325,923.79 

REVENUES 
General $60,092.74 
Special Revenue 
Road Use 
Debt 
Capital 
Water 
Sewer 
Sld Wst & IWC 
Sewer 

365,356.78 
    140.00 
1,474.23 

10,132.63 
430,315.47 
371,232.05 

78,665.29 
 31,261.71 

$1,348,670.90 

CLAIMS 9/5/2023

ABC FIRE EXTINGUISH-
ER, ANNUAL FIRE EXT 
INSPECT. ............... 58.60
ACCESS SYSTEMS, 
SERVER .......... 23,233.13
ALLIANT ENERGY, 
ELECTRIC ......... 1,310.03
ALTORFER INC., SEAL
........................... 8,304.53
AMI PIPE & SUPPLY, 
BACKFLOW TESTING
.............................. 170.00
AMSOIL, INC, OIL
.............................. 137.09
ARAMARK UNIFORM 
SERVICES, UNIFORM/
SHOP SUPPLIES
.............................. 898.79
ASKEW SCIENTIFIC 
CONSULTING, PRE-
TREATMENT STUDY
........................... 3,924.69
AT-SCENE LLC, SOFT-
WARE RENEWAL
........................... 5,300.00
AUTOZONE, PARTS
................................ 61.39
BAGSPOT PET WASTE 
SOLUTION, DOG 
WASTE BAGS ...... 364.75
BARCO MUNICIPAL 
PRODUCTS, SURVEY 
FLAGS .................. 257.87
BATES SANITATION & 
ASPHALT, PORTA-POT-
TIE RENTAL ........... 75.00
BEN CORY BROWN, 
SAFETY BOOTS .. 106.90
BERGANKDV, 2022/23 
AUDIT .............. 25,000.00
BROZENES HYDRAULIC 
SERVICE, RECEIVERS
.............................. 863.72
BURLINGTON MUNI 
WATER, BACTERIA 
SAMPLE ............... 238.00
CALHOUN-BURNS AND 
ASSOCIATION, PROF 
FEE - BROS SWAP
........................... 7,276.40
CENTURY LANDRY DIS-
TRIBUTING, MACHINE 
INSTALLATION .... 742.01
CITY OF FORT MADI-
SON, LEACHATE DIS-
CHARGE ........... 2,088.53
CODY POTTHAST, 
TRAINING ............ 132.22
CORE & MAIN LP, 
PARTS ............. 10,088.20
CULLEN PEST CON-
TROL, SPRAY AROUND 
THE FORT ............ 500.00
CUMMINS SALES & 
SERVICE, GENERATOR 

REPAIR ............. 2,281.51
DAILY DEMOCRAT, JOB 
POSTING ............. 384.00
DAKOTA SUPPLY 
GROUP, ADAPTERS/
GRATE .............. 3,014.26
DATA POWER TECH-
NOLOGY GROUP, 
REPAIRED MACHING/
FLOW SWITCH
........................... 2,140.00
DIGITAL ALLY, VIDEO 
MIGRATION TOOL
.............................. 300.00
DODD PRINTING & STA-
TIONERY, OLD FORT 
BOOKLETS ....... 3,852.12
DOUDS STONE, LLC, 
ROADSTONE .... 2,344.48
DUNKIN GARAGE & 
TOWING, PATCH TIRE
................................ 90.00
EASTERN IOWA TIRE, 
INC., INSTALL NEW 
TIRE ..................... 751.58
EUROFINS ENVIRON-
MENT TESTING, WEEK-
LY SLUDGE SAMPLE
.............................. 308.16
FARM & HOME SUPPLY, 
CLOTHING & MISC
.............................. 608.07
FORT MADISON LIONS 
CLUB, MEMBERSHIP
................................ 78.00
FORT MADISON WATER 
DEPT, WATER @ AIR-
PORT ...................... 19.30
FRENCH-RENEKER-AS-
SOC., PROF FEE - 48TH 
ST CONNECT ... 6,421.45
GREAT WESTERN SUP-
PLY CO, PAPER PROD-
UCTS .................... 207.60
GREENWOOD CLEAN-
ING SYSTEM, CLEANER
........................... 1,378.49
HACH COMPANY, TEST-
ING SUPPLIES..... 177.19
HOENIG TREE SERVICE 
INC, TREE REMOVAL 
(EMERGENCY)
........................... 2,925.00
HOWARD R GREEN 
COMPANY, PROF FEE - 
AVE H 10-18 .... 20,302.62
HUFFMAN WELDING & 
MACHINE, TIRE/BOLT
.............................. 852.54
IDEAL READY MIX COM-
PANY, BLOCK ... 3,162.63
INSURANCE STRATE-
GIES CONSULTANTS, 
509A STUDY SELF INS
.............................. 500.00
INTERSTATE ALL BAT-
TERY, CENTRAL BAT-

TERIES................. 247.20
IOWA MUNICIPAL 
WORKERS, WORK-
MAN’S COMP #3
........................... 9,232.00
IOWA PRISON INDUS-
TRIES, SIGN ........ 923.65
J.P. COOKE COMPANY, 
PET TAGS (2024)
.............................. 179.09
JL TIME & ATTENDANCE 
CO, JUNE TIMECLOCK
.............................. 365.75
KEN’S HEATING, COOL-
ING, CLEAN OUT SINK 
DRAINS ................ 238.33
KEMPKERS TRUE 
VALUE, PARTS/RENTAL/
SHIPPING ......... 1,359.56
KINGSLEY INN, EVENT 
ROOM RENTAL .... 200.00
KIRBYBUILT, MEMORIAL 
BENCH W/ PLAQUE
........................... 1,287.04
LEE COUNTY FIRE-
FIGHTER’S ASSN, 
YEARLY MEMBERSHIP
.............................. 100.00
LUKE GRUENING, 
BOOT ALLOWANCE
.................................94.11
LYNCH DALLAS, P.C., 
PROF FEE - GENERAL
........................... 3,680.00
MACQUEEN EQUIP-
MENT, BEARING/PINS
........................... 1,706.50
MADISON TURF & TIM-
BER, OIL .............. 382.80
MARTIN EQUIPMENT, 
BACKHOE PARTS
.............................. 297.56
MCMASTER CARR SUP-
PLY CO, AIR FILTERS
.............................. 495.87
MENARD - WEST BURL-
INGTON, PALLET JACK/
ANTIFREEZE ....... 887.86
MEXICAN FIESTA, DO-
NATION ............. 1,000.00
MICROBAC LABORA-
TORIES LLC, TESTING 
SAMPLES............. 639.00
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY 
COMPANY, HEAT
.............................. 387.61
MIGUEL LANDEROS, 
NUISANCE ........ 5,968.59
MOHRFELD ELECTRIC, 
TRAFFIC LIGHT TROU-
BLESHOOT .......... 342.50
MUNICIPAL SUPPLY 
INC., VALVE BOX/RE-
PAIR CLAMPS ... 1,331.45
O’REILLY AUTOMOTIVE, 
INC., PARTS/OIL/FIL-
TERS ................. 1,295.36
PANTHER UNIFORMS, 
INC., UNIFORM ...... 81.15
PATRIOT 2000 INC., 
SAW BLADES ... 1,460.00
POSTMASTER, FORT 
MADISON, WATER 
BILLS/PAST DUES
........................... 2,168.61
PROCESS SOLUTIONS, 
CHEMICALS...... 8,745.96
QUILL LLC, BATTERY 
BACKUPS ............ 456.34
RAINBO OIL COMPANY, 
GREASE............... 749.64
RAIRDEN AUTO SAL-
VAGE, INC, TOW PUMP-
ER TRUCK ........... 350.00
RHINO INDUSTRIES, 

INC., CHEMICALS
........................... 5,083.00
SHOTTENKIRK, MOD-
ULE....................... 169.87
SINCLAIR TRACTOR, 
MOWER REPAIR PARTS
.............................. 725.74
SIRCHIE ACQUISITION 
CO., EZ SCAN ...... 106.07
STIVERS FORD, 2023 
FORD SUPER DUTY
......................... 49,091.00
THACHER TREE CARE, 
TREE REMOVAL
........................... 2,800.00
TIM’S REPAIR SHOP, 
STARTER ............. 183.25
TODD GORHAM, RE-
IMBURSE FOR FORT 
MATERIAL .............. 96.29
TRACI VANHYNING, 
REFUND FROM OLD 
LION-FAHEY .......... 15.00
TRUCK REPAIR INC., 
REPLACED TIRE/WALK-
ING BEAMS....... 6,391.67
TURBO WASH INC., 
WASH TOKENS ... 300.00
USA BLUE BOOK, SPILL 
KIT ..................... 2,315.58
VEENSTRA & KIMM, 
INC, PROF FEE - SWR 
SEPERATION .... 9,852.00
W.R. FAETH, WHOLE-
SALE PARADE CANDY
...............................511.20
WATER SOLUTIONS UN-
LIMITED, CHEMICALS
......................... 14,298.03
TOTAL ........... 281,823.08
GENERAL ....... 47,658.20
SPECIAL REVENUES
......................... 13,485.07
ROAD USE ...... 77,164.79
CAPITAL PROJECTS
......................... 25,079.02
WATER ............ 67,917.44
WASTEWATER

......................... 37,326.61
SOLID WASTE
..........................11,859.36
AIRPORT ................ 53.30
STORM STORM
........................... 1,279.65
TOTAL ........... 281,823.44
001 GENERAL FUND
......................... 47,658.20
016 OLD FORT OPERA-
TION .................. 4,523.01
110 ROAD USE
......................... 77,164.79
168 PARK & RECRE-
ATION GIFTS .... 1,287.04
169 FIRE GIFT FUND
........................... 1,253.21
170 FRIENDS OF PORT
........................... 6,421.45
323 $7.5 MILL HWY 61 
PROJ ............... 17,802.62
351 2020 SWAP BRIDG-
ES ...................... 7,276.40
600 WATER OPERATING 
FUND ............... 67,917.44
610 WASTEWATER OP-
ERATING FUND
......................... 31,931.61
617 WASTEWATER 
CAPITAL PROJEC
........................... 5,395.00
670 SOLID WASTE
..........................11,859.36
720 AIRPORT ........... 53.3
740 STORM WATER 
UTILITY ............. 1,279.65
GRAND TOTAL
....................... 281,823.08

LIBRARY CLAIMS
LIBRARY

AMAZON CAPITAL SER-
VICES, MISC ITEMS
................................ 27.89
ANGELA SEBASTIAN, 
BOOK REFUND ..... 28.99
BAKER & TAYLOR, 

SHELF MATERIAL
........................... 1,514.29
BIBLIONIX, ANNUAL 
SUBSCRIPTION
........................... 2,975.00
BLACKSTONE PUBLISH-
ING, SHELF MATERIAL
.............................. 183.17
BRODART COMPANY, 
TAPE/THREAD ....... 63.86
DODD PRINTING & STA-
TIONERY, BUSINESS 
CARDS ................... 21.18
ENVISIONWARE, INC., 
ANNUAL MAINTENANCE 
AGREE. ................ 817.45
EXCEL IT SERVICES, 
MONITOR ............. 154.76
GREENWOOD CLEAN-
ING SYSTEM, TOWELS
.............................. 227.34
IOWA LIBRARY ASSOC., 
TRAINING ............ 185.00
KANOPY, INC., ONLINE 
MATERIAL .............. 22.00
KEMPKERS TRUE 
VALUE, TARP/POST/
STAKES .................. 57.31
MEDIACOM BUSINESS, 
INTERNET ............ 412.43
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY 
COMPANY, HEAT ....11.61
MIRIAM MILLER, BOOK 
REFUND ................. 12.99
MOBILE BEACON, AN-
NUAL AGREEMENT
.............................. 387.00
MOHRFELD ELECTRIC, 
REPAIRED LIGHT CON-
NECTION ............. 105.00
MOWEN CLEANING 
SERVICE LLC, JANITO-
RIAL SERVICE ..... 905.10
NEWSBANK, INC., 
NEWSPAPER ANNUAL 
SUB. ..................... 717.00
OUR IOWA MAGAZINE, 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIP-

https://careers.conagrabrands.com/us/en/
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SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

TION ....................... 24.98
PENGUIN RANDOM 
HOUSE LLC, SHELF 
MATERIAL .............112.50
SCOTT COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE, SHELF MA-
TERIAL ................... 20.00
THE SECRET GARDEN, 
TREE REMOVAL/LAN-

SCAPING ............. 730.00
YMCA, FORT MADISON 
POOL RENTAL ..... 387.00
TOTAL ............. 10,103.85
GENERAL ......... 8,612.85
SPECIAL REVENUES
........................... 1,491.00
TOTAL ............. 10,103.85

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• FREE Estimates

• Servicing All Makes

YOUR AD 
HERE

Call Lee today
319.371.4125

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck

(319)371.1670
or submit it online at www.PenCityCurrent.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

PUBLIC NOTICES The average person is on their 
device 3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125
or Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach your customers wherever 
they are with digital ads.

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.PenCityCurrent.com/submissions
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
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From the Front

a few questions back and forth about why we had to sign a four-page con-
tract to accept a check. That sort of thing. Residents are still responsible for 
any taxes incurred before 2020 but otherwise everything looks okay,” Gay-
lord said.

Supervisor Chairman Garry Seyb said the program allows county residents 
to apply and, if they are accepted, their taxes from 2020 on can potentially be 
picked up by the program.

The IFA program pre-check and application can be found at: https://www.
iowafinance.com/ihaf-precheck-form/.

• Applicant must own the property
• Applicant must be behind at least 30 days on payments for mortgage, 

contract sale, manufactured home, or property taxes
• Applicant household income does not exceed the greater of 150% of the 

area median income or 100%  of the U.S. median income
• Property is in Iowa and is the applicant’s primary residence
• Applicant experienced and/or can demonstrate a COVID-related finan-

cial hardship
• Applicant’s income must reflect the ability to resume future mortgage 

payments after IHAF assistance is received.
Gaylord said the pandemic-related financial hardship is the key to the 

application.
“From what I understand, it’s that you have to have lost your job because 

of a COVID event. So it’s government assistance to pay your taxes because of 
that. They take the application and do everything on their end. We just have 
to sign to be able to accept the check,” she said.

Supervisor Matt Pflug asked how long the program lasts and Supervisor 
Chuck Holmes said it runs through 2026. All of the ,America Rescue Plan 
Act funding, according to the federal statute that created it, must be expend-
ed by the end of 2026.

Supervisor Tom Schulz said it’s a program that the county has no control 
over other than to agree to the language that allows the county to accept 
payment on behalf of residents.

Seyb said the county wanted to get something done as soon as possible so 
residents knew the program was available.

Gaylord said the program shouldn’t take any additional time on the part of 
county staff after the contract is signed.

“Basically I just accept the check,” she said.
She said they only have had two people inquire about the program in the 

county so far.
Seyb said he hopes that media attention to the issue will help others realize 

that the program is in place.

So, what exactly is cholesterol? Cholesterol is a 
waxy, fat-like substance in your blood.  

High levels of “bad” LDL cholesterol can cause fatty 
deposits to build up in your blood vessels, leading 
to heart attack, stroke, or other health problems. 
High levels of “good” HDL cholesterol may actually 
lower your risk for health problems – carrying plaque 
buildup to the liver, where they are flushed out of 
the body.

Having regular blood tests to check your cholesterol 
levels is key to your good health. Your healthcare 
provider at Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center 
can help you manage your cholesterol - to keep you 
heart healthy.

Right place. Right care. Right here. 
greatriverhealth.org

So
, m

ak
e 

an
 a

pp
ointment today and Get Screened!

HDL LDL
(the good) (the bad)

(the healthy)

scan this code for additional 
information and preventative 

screenings available

The Good, The Bad, and 
The Healthy

8 kids a day are accidentally killed  
or injured by FAMILY FIRE.

FAMILY FIRE is a shooting involving an 
improperly stored gun, often found in the home.  

ENDFAMILYFIRE.org

TAXES - Continued from Page 1

Residents could get help paying 
their county property taxes

PROGRAM - Continued from Page 1

Leadership course runs from 
October through May

techniques to address pertinent community issues and harness potential 
opportunities.

The program is designed to be accessible and inclusive. No prerequisites 
are required for participation, making it open to anyone with an interest in 
community leadership. Sessions are monthly and will be held on the second 
Thursday of each month, commencing from October 12, 2023, to May 9, 
2024. Each session will feature facilitated discussions and engaging commu-
nity visits, fostering an immersive learning experience.

The Lee County Leadership Program will cover a spectrum of core compe-
tencies, including:

• Understanding Your Community: Developing insights into the dynamics 
and fabric of the community.

• Identifying Local Issues and Opportunities: Recognizing key challenges 
and prospects for growth.

• Making Community Decisions: Acquiring the skills to make informed 
and impactful decisions.

• Building Social Capital for Community Development: Establishing valu-
able networks and connections.

• Working Together Effectively: Navigating collaborations and partnerships 
for community progress.

•Mobilizing Resources for Community Action: Transforming ideas into 
tangible initiatives.

Applications for the Lee County Leadership Program are now being ac-
cepted until September 8. Prospective participants can find the link to apply 
online on the websites of the sponsoring entities: Lee County Economic 
Development Group, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach - Lee 
County, The Fort Madison Area Chamber of Commerce, and the Keokuk 
Area Chamber of Commerce. Successful applicants will be notified by Sep-
tember 15.

Join us in shaping a brighter future for Lee County through active com-
munity leadership. For further information, please contact Savanna Collier, 
scollier@fortmadison.com or 319-372-5471.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

https://www.iowafinance.com/ihaf-precheck-form/
https://www.iowafinance.com/ihaf-precheck-form/
https://www.GreatRiverHealth.org
http://EndFamilyFire.org
mailto:scollier@fortmadison.com
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From the Front

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Ft. Madison East
(319) 372-3614

Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-4882

West Burlington
(319) 753-2515

New London
(319) 367-2311

Mediapolis
(319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993

Now accepting new patients

FOR YOUR WHOLE

FAMILY
GENTLE, CARING DENTISTRY

• Family Dentistry
• Teeth Whitening
• Dental Implants
• Extractions

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

Oral disease can be
a major contributor to heart disease, 

lung disease, and diabetes.

I-Smile™ Silver is
a dental program

serving adults 21 and older
in Des Moines, Lee,

and Van Buren Counties.
For more information or help

finding a dentist, payment source,
or transportation, call the

I-Smile™ team at
1.800.458.6672

or email
RPRahn@LeeCountyHD.org

Now booking your flights from Burlington to St. Louis & Chicago O’Hare aT
FLY SOUTHERN AIRWAYS EXPRESS

IFlySouthern.com Get There Faster

220 26th St. Fort Madison, IA 
fortmadisony.org  |  319-372-2403

 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

ACT PREP
CLASSES BEGIN: 

Wednesday, September 27th

EXAM HELD:
Saturday, October 28th

REGISTRATION ACCEPTED:
September 8th - September 20th

REGISTER ONLINE: fortmadisony.org/ytk

ACT Prep 
Support App
& Materials

Included
•••••

Dinner Served

Classes held every Wednesday 6pm to 8pm from September 27th to October 25th

YMCA Test Kitchen 
807 Ave G, Fort Madison, IA  |  319-250-9052

third of a billion dollars — to build the Sioux City. 
The ship set sail in 2018. Now it has been retired af-
ter four years and nine months of service — far short 
of its intended service life of 25 to 30 years.

Therein lies the problem.
The Pentagon and the Congress both seem averse 

to saying “no” to anything associated with more 
military spending. The Defense Department asked 
Congress this year for $840 billion, almost half of the 
federal government’s discretionary spending.

Once a new series of ships or airplanes or other 
weapons systems gets approved, lobbyists for mili-
tary contractors and home-state members of Con-
gress where those factories or military installations 
are located swing into action to keep the money 
flowing.

Those who protest often are labeled unpatriotic or 
against U.S. security interests.

That the Pentagon frittered away $360 million on 
the USS Sioux City — and equal or larger sums on 
three sister ships that been mothballed, too — is 
especially aggravating at a time when some in Con-
gress are questioning whether our nation can justify 
longstanding promises it made on Social Security, 
Medicare and Medicaid health benefits, and food 
assistance for low-income people.

The Sioux City is a littoral combat ship that was 
intended to be part of a fleet of 52 small, fast ships 
that could maneuver on the open seas or in shallow 
waters closer to shore than other Navy vessels. These 
littoral combat ships were intended to hunt subma-
rines, locate mines and intercept suspicious boats, 
including smugglers and drug-runners.

But the LCS design has been beset by problems 
from its earliest days. It is called a “gas hog,” because 
its fuel costs are comparable to larger ships. Sailors 

complained they spent more time fixing the ships 
than sailing them.

Indeed, Navy insiders have taken to saying LCS 
stands for Little Crappy Ship.

A spokeswoman for the Sioux City’s old squadron 
at Mayport Naval Station recently gave the Sioux 
City Journal with this clear-as-mud explanation 
for why the Navy is retiring the ship: “To maintain 
our strategic advantage, particularly under fiscal 
constraints, it is important for the Navy to carefully 
review our force structure regularly and divest of 
legacy capabilities that no longer bring sufficient 
lethality to maximize our effectiveness in deterring 
and defeating potential adversaries.”

Americans like to parcel out blame for a govern-
ment blunder by pointing fingers at one political 
party or the other. As often is the case with Pentagon 
spending, however, Republicans and Democrats in 
Congress, and in the White House, too, equally em-
braced the littoral combat ship design.

Lyle Goldstein, a former U.S. Naval War College 
professor who studies military costs, told reporters, 
“There is a lot of money flowing through this vast 
ecosystem, and somehow the only thing all these 
people can agree on is more, more, more.”

Randy Evans can be reached at DMRevans2810@
gmail.com.

EVANS - Continued from Page 1

Pentagon scrubbing LCS after as little as four years

YOUR AD 
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319.371.4125
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