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MEDIACOM: Rep says Mediacom may apply for state funding for county expansion

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - While Lee County looks to expand
broadband service with one local provider, a larger, more
regional internet provider is looking at capitalizing on
government funding to bring better service to the area.

Another round of broadband expansion under the Em-
power Rural Iowa Broadband Grant program has opened

an Invitation to Qualify process for the next round of

funding.

Mediacom is now working on preparing an application
for that funding to expand services in southern Lee Coun-
ty for unserved and underserved homes and businesses.

Southeast Iowa Regional Planning Commission Exec- .
utive Director Mike Norris said Mediacom sent him a
letter expressing their interest in applying for funds for B lg Ten mOVC S
the south Broadband Intervention Zone, known as Lee
County Broadband Expansion Zone #2 with the state’s

Office of the Chief Information Officer. The Notice of Sound llke a

EDITORIAL

.

See INTERNET, page 4

Fort Madison School Board members Brad Menke and Dianne Hope work on a training project Monday

good idea

[ ‘ ' ’ It did sound good, anyway.
¥, - It was a little more than a week ago

g hen we were sitting on the field at Lu-
—_— e WY whe we w &

cas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, listen-
ing to new Big Ten commissioner Tony
Petitti speak at the conference’s football
media days.

Colorado was getting ready to move
from the Pac-12 to the Big 12, so natu-
rally Petitti was asked about any further
expansion plans for the conference with
USC and UCLA coming into the league
next season.

Nope, Petitti said.

“What I'll say is all the direction I'm
getting from leadership, our presidents
and chancellors, athletic directors, is to
focus on UCLA and USC,” Petitti said.

The conference had released its 2024
and 2025 football schedules, with every
school playing everyone else once in a
two-year period.

Petitti was so proud of that.

“I think it touches on all the right
things,” he said. “We have significant
work to do on scheduling of other

o
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night in a special work session of the board. At the other side of the table, board member Carol Ross sports, especially our Olympic sports,
and Board President Josh Wykert work on a different part of the session aimed at improving board per- to come up with the best solutions. I

formance.

believe we have a good plan in motion.

EMPLOYMENT

I think we'll learn from it. Like any-
thing, there will be tweaks and changes.
Overall that’s really where we are”

Seyb pleads with public to look inside county for jobs The final sentence scemed so fnal.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG remind students that there are very

PCC EDITOR

good jobs in the county.
Supervisor Chairman Garry Seyb

LEE COUNTY - With Lee Coun-  s3id he wants to get more informa-

ty officials working to fill staffing tion out to the area about the num-

shortages in many departments, a ber of quality jobs that are available
supervisor pleaded with parents to  jp the county.

“I'm not getting direction to do any-
thing else other than that in terms of
just what the conference looks like right
now, Petitti said.

I mean, it did sound good.

A week later, what do you know? The

Several department heads, in-
cluding Lee County Attorney Ross
Braden, Lee County Treasurer
Nancy Booten, and Lee County IT
Director Kevin Harter all talked

See JOBS, page 8 See EXPANSION, page 5

Business Directory............couevvveineererinns P.6
CLASSIFIEDS....... ..Ps.6-7
Complete Rental ...........ocovvmmmrrvverinnnrrrinns P4
Fort Colony Family Restaurant. ..P4
FOR THE RECORD.............. ..P.3
Fort Madison Family YMCA ..P4
Fort Madison Food Pant ..P.3
FROM THE FRONT. -5,8
Fullenkamp Insurance ........ccocccvvvuuimerrvrenns P.5

Jim Baier, INC..cvvuvereresisrieeissisrirnsissinrins P7 Pothitakis Dentistry ...........ccoewwvvveusnerrreens P.5
LCK Roofing P4 Pothitakis Law Firm, P.C. ...coeeveurevrrenences P.8
Lee County Health Department............. P.2 Public NOEICES......couvvuerirerrircrinerirenes Ps.6-7
LEE COUNTY NEWS.......ccceevenecne Ps.4,8 RonDavoo P4
OBITUARIES .....ccreereeseneenecensenensenees P3 Southeast lowa Regional Airport.............. P.8

« Larry R. Metzger, 87 SPORTS P5
OPINION P.5 Tony Wolfe Insurance Services.................. P4

Pen City Current Tri-State ROdeo .......vvuuevuevrrerirerreeiiren, P.8

Pilot Grove Savings Bank

WEAT“ER OpenWeatherMap S“BSGRIBE

TUE 08 Aug......eeeeen. Cool with chance of showers and storms, //° £/ 63° F .

WED 09 Afg . ostly sunny and warm, 81°F/ 66° F & Scan theE“de to subscribe today
THU 10 Aug....... Mostly sunny and warm, chance of showers, 83° F/ 657 F & Paid & Free OPE”OHS Available!
LUCKY FOR LIFE 08/06 46222548, Lucky Ball: 8

PICK 3 MIDDAY 08/06 254

PICK 3 EVENING 08/06 632

PICK 4 MIDDAY 08/06 8459

PICK 4 EVENING 08/06 3885



https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pen-city-current

2 - Pen City Current - Tuesday, August 8, 2023

T O(ACWI@ the, Cowwmm% withe Care

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Yo Chroice Tor Compassionate Hospice Care

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in lowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in lllinois

Hospice Services include

24/7 on-call nursing staff ® Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits ® Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance ® \/olunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

?I@VL&W)@ comfo;etm) end-ot-lite care since 1939

-
#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison

(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672
Medicare Certified

www.LeeCGountyHD.org
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Obituaries/For the Record

OBITUARIES

For the Record

LARRY R. METZGER

Larry Ray Metzger, 87, of Ft. Madison, IA, passed
away on Friday, August 4, 2023 at 11:26 AM at River
Valley Place in Ft. Madison. He was born on Sep-

— == tember 15, 1935 in Donnellson, IA to

"8 Raymond and Lucille Weber Metzger.

= s s On August 10, 1958 he married Sara

e = ;i Margaret Hutchinson in Ft. Madison and

= B she passed away on February 25, 2021.
H He served in the US Army after which

METZGER

he attended L W
Northeast Mis- | [Ru
souri State University (Tru-
man State University) on the
GI Bill and earned a degree

in Business Management.
Larry worked at Sheaffer Pen Company in Ft Madison;
Alcan Aluminum in Warren, Ohio; Hutchison Motors
in Ft Madison; Business Office Manager at Southeast
Iowa Regional Medical Center in Burlington, IA; and
Business Office Manager at Keokuk Area Hospital
where he retired. He was a member of the Elks Lodge.
Larry loved to travel, was an avid Hawkeye basketball
and football fan and loved watching his grandchildren’s
activities.

Larry is remembered and survived by his three
children, Julie (Randy) Bush of Flora, IN; Jeff (Kellie)
Metzger of Escanaba, MI and Jaime (Lynee) Metzger
of Harlan, IA; eight grandchildren, Jonathan (Nicole),
Jacob (Sydney) and Jarin (Samantha Pash) Bush, Mat-
thew (Mercedes Miller) and Karlee (Grant Edwards)
Metzger and Lindsey (Ben Simodynes), Lucy and Lilly
Metzger; one great granddaughter, Reagan Virginia
Bush. Larry was preceded in death by his parents and
his wife, Sara Margaret.

A special thank you to his caregivers at River Valley
Place in Ft. Madison. Your hard work, excellent care,
and selfless devotion to our dad/grandpa made him
happy. All of you are loved and appreciated not just for
all that you do but for the people you are. You treated
him like family.

The visitation will be held from 1-3 PM on Tuesday,
August 8, 2023 at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crema-
tory. A private burial will be held in Soldiers’ Circle,
Oakland Cemetery. Online condolences to the Metzger
family may be left at the King-Lynk Funeral Home &
Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.
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Fort Madison
Police Report

08/03/23 — 10:59 a.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of a burglary in the 1700
block of 38th Street.

08/03/23 — 1:16 p.m. — Fort
Madison police cited William
Marion Kryzak Ill, 38, of Fort
Madison, in the 1700 block of
38th Street, on a charge of city:
discharging firearm.

08/04/23 — 4:46 a.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 1500
block of 36th Street.

08/04/23 — 7:23 a.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to
a report of a property damage
accident in the 5400 block of
Avenue O.

08/04/23 — 11:47 a.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to
a report of larceny/theft in the
5000 block of Avenue O.

08/04/23 — 4:10 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 3600
block of Avenue O.

08/04/23 — 5:05 p.m. — Fort
Madison police arrested Andres
Lee Diaz, 42, of Fort Madison, in
the 1800 block of Avenue H, on
a charge of public intoxication.
He was taken to Lee County
Jail.

08/04/23 — 6:36 p.m. — Fort

Madison police responded to a
report of personal injury acci-
dent in the 1100 block of 48th
Street.

08/05/23 — 8:18 a.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 4600
block of Avenue J.

08/05/23 — 11:07 a.m. — Fort
Madison police arrested lan Van
Beveren, 31, of Fort Madison,
at the North Lee County Court-
house, on a warrant for failure
to appear — pretrial conference
public intoxication. He was tak-
en to Lee County Jail.

08/05/23 — 8:14 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to
a report of burglary in the 400
block of Avenue H.

08/05/23 — 8:47 p.m. — Fort
Madison police cited Raymond
Evan Hymes, 30, of Fort Madi-
son, at 21st Street and Avenue
A, on a charge of driving while
barred.

08/05/23 — 10:22 p.m. — Fort
Madison police cited Terry Lee
Parsons, 60, of Burlington, at
18th Street and Avenue |, on a
charge of driving while barred.

08/05/23 — 10:55 p.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to a
report of a property damage ac-
cident at 15th Place and Avenue
M.

08/06/23 — 9:52 a.m. — Fort

Madison police responded to a
report of vandalism in the 3100
block of Avenue N.

08/06/23 — 1:24 p.m. — Fort
Madison police arrested Paul
Douglas Bowden, 38, of Mon-
trose, in the 2700 block of Av-
enue |, on a warrant for failure
to appear — driving while barred,
and charges of driving while
barred, possession of a con-
trolled substance — marijuana
1st, and possession of drug par-
aphernalia. He was taken to Lee
County Jail.

08/07/23 — 12:00 a.m. — Fort
Madison police cited Raymond
Evan Hymes, 30, of Fort Mad-
ison, in the 1600 block of 33rd
Street, on a charge of driving
while barred.

08/07/23 — 7:14 a.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to
a report of larceny/theft in the
1700 block of 35th Street.

08/07/23 — 8:39 a.m. — Fort
Madison police responded to
a report of a property damage
accident in the 2000 block of
Avenue B.

Lee County
Sheriff Report

08/03/23 — 10:53 a.m. — Lee
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Austin Dean Schuelka, 34,
of Fort Madison, at the North
Lee County Courthouse, on a

charge of violation of probation.
He was taken to Lee County Jail
and later released on bond.

08/03/23 — 3:21 p.m. — Lee
County sheriff deputies re-
sponded to a single-vehicle
accident in the 2300 block of
Hwy. 61 S. According to the re-
port, a vehicle driven by Robin
Lynn Grelk, 56, of Donnellson,
was traveling south in the 2300
block of Hwy. 61 when the driver
suffered a possible medical is-
sue and drove off the road onto
the right shoulder. The vehicle
crossed the road again into the
median, rolled several times,
and landed on its top. The driv-
er was taken to Southeast lowa
Regional Medical Center Fort
Madison by EMS. The vehicle
sustained disabling damages
and was towed from the scene.
No citations were reported.

08/03/23 — 9:07 p.m. — Lee
County sheriff deputies arrest-
ed Damien Ray Pope, 25, of
Fort Madison, at the North Lee
County Courthouse, on a war-
rant for violation of probation.
He was taken to Lee County
Jail.

Those listed above are
charged with a suspicion of a
crime and are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court
of law.

Lee (319)371.4125
Chuck (319)371.1670
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Lee County News/From the Front

More Internet work could be
coming to south Lee County

INTERNET - Continued from Page 1

Funding Opportunity is
the eighth generated out
of the Empower Rural
Iowa effort.

Norris said Mediacom
is looking to enhance
service to about 4,500
addresses in Iowa, many
in the south Lee County
area.

A spokesperson for
Mediacom confirmed
the efforts Monday after-
noon in an email to Pen
City Current.

She wrote this round
of funding is different
than previous rounds
because the state has
identified the Interven-
tion Zones through past
Invitations to Qualify.

“One of the ITQ proj-

ects we are interested in
applying for and build-
ing is a rural area located
immediately north and
west of Keokuk. Medi-
acom already has fiber
optic facilities in and
around Keokuk. As part
of our application, we
are proposing to service
over 80% of the homes
and businesses located
in that zone with fiber-
to-the-home (FTTH)
broadband that can
support gigabit internet
speeds both downstream
and upstream,” she
wrote.

“As part of the appli-
cation process, we are
reaching out to commu-
nity leaders in an effort

STABLE. PREDICTABLE.

That's what you can expect from a Wellmark
Medicare supplement plan.

Call today to find coverage that's right for

319-372-5201
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Fort Madison, IA
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SICK OF RISING PRICES?!

Complete Rental

Show us an advertised price or quote

*Not valid with any other discounts

5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-8105

Located right across the road from Jim Baier Ford in Fort Madison

to obtain local support
for our project applica-
tion. We are confident
that, if funded, this
project would drastically
improve the ability of
residents to connect to
the internet and create
remote work, study, and
healthcare opportunities
for them”

The new funding is in
a program called Notice
of Funding Opportunity
(NOFO) 8.

Danville Telecom
received funding under
NOFO 6 with a partner-
ship with Southeast Iowa
Regional and Economic
Port Authority and Lee
County to build a resil-
iency loop in the same
service area. Danville is
also going to use $1.2
million of the county’s
America Rescue Plan

Act money to run FTTH
to about 135 residents in
Wever, rural Wever, and
Green Bay Bottoms.

Family

Supervisors OK broadband pivot

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - A change
in direction in broadband
improvements underway in
Lee County was approved by
supervisors without much
discussion Monday.

Southeast Iowa Regional
and Economic Port Au-
thority administrator Mike
Norris made a brief update
to supervisors about the
changes to a plan that was
originally set to build a fiber
optic backbone up through
Lee County from Keokuk
to Hwy. 16 and then east to
Hwy. 61. That project would
have provided internet to
125 unserved customers on
57 miles of backbone.

The project would have
created just under $1 million
in lease payments back to
SIREPA over 10 years.

However, due to a 39% in-
crease over projected costs of
the project, Danville Mutual
Telephone Co., the company
that would be providing the
broadband service, had to
pivot to a less costly option.

DAILY SPECIALS

Breakfast All Day
(319) 372-5759

5102 Ave. O, Fort Madison, IA 52627

FREE

4 Yeor Old Preschool

LEARM. GROW, THRIVE!

iy

LEw

Fort Madison Family YMCA

220 26£h St. Fort Madison, IA
fortmadisony.org | 319-372-2403

The company secured $1.9
million in America Rescue
Plan Act funding from the
county to trigger another
$3.5 million in state grants to
expand the infrastructure in
the county.

The state grant came
from the Office of the Chief
Information Officer. That
office had to approve the
changes, then SIREPA had
to approve the changes, and
finally supervisors had to
give approval.

Norris said the next thing
to do to drive at the original
purpose of the effort, which
was to provide service to
unserved and underserved
while at the same time cre-
ating the redundant capabil-
ities for Danville Telecom,
was to retool the plan to fit
current budgeting.

“We brought in Danville
Telecom, as well as remain-
ing in constant contact with
SIREPA liaisons to the board
in Tom (Schultz) and Garry
(Seyb), we had a couple
meetings to really see how
we could drive the purpose
and make it affordable to the
resources we had,” Norris
said.

The new project will serve
more addresses than the
original project, but with the
backbone being the expen-

\ N

LCH ROOFING
AMND REPAIR
Gutters&More
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sive part it was shrunk down
to the point where the resil-
iency was maintained but at
a lower cost, he said.

“We will serve 134 ad-
dresses now. We're looking
at 14 miles of backbone, but
still creating the resiliency
that we set out to do in the
first place. The cost is going
to be a little bit lower.

He said the county’s ARPA
funds will still be used for a
match, but then direct spent
to run fiber optics directly to
homes in the Wever area.

Supervisors had no
questions about the change
in plans despite the project
changing substantially. The
fiber optic upgrade will now
include a redundant loop
from Keokuk to Argyle that
is currently under construc-
tion. That gives Danville
more reliable service to cus-
tomers as well as cellphone
towers.

Danville Telephone CEO
Tim Fencl told supervisors
that his company provides
data service to more than 30
cell towers and this infra-
structure helps solidify that
service as well.

Fencl said Danville
Telecom serves about 230
businesses with fiber service

See DANVILLE, page 8

FRESH-MADE DOUGH
SPECIAL RECIPE SAUCE
HAND-PINCHED, FRESH ITALIAN SAUSAGE
100%: WISCONSIN CHEESE
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From the Front

Big Ten trying to pull nationwide television market

EXPANSION - Continued from Page 1

Big Ten added two more teams, Oregon and Wash-
ington, picking at the carcass of the conference it
helped mortally wound a couple of years ago.

The fascinating part of the whole two days in
the Indianapolis was a commissioner and coaches
talking about “guardrails” for the earning power of
their players through name-image-likeness deals,
when in fact the only guardrails out there need to be
on big conferences careening down roads, carving
each other up for TV money.

No, a quarterback can’t get a nice deal from a car
dealership in exchange for appearing in an ad or two,
but schools can pack their checkbooks with money
from FOX or ESPN, the puppet masters of all of
these moves over the years, and we’re fine with that.

I believe in the free market, I truly do. Adding
USC and UCLA, despite all of the hand-wringing
that went with it, made sense as the Big Ten was try-
ing to negotiate a new media rights package, because
it meant the conference had a foothold in the na-
tion’s top four media markets. And while we worried
about the Trojans and the Bruins traveling around
the country for games in every sport, and schools
from the East Coast and the Midwest going to them,
it was those schools who went to the Big Ten for
help, not the other way around.

And you can make an argument for adding Or-
egon and Washington, because it gives USC and
UCLA some West Coast neighbors, easing a bit of

Pen City Current will not publish an e-Edition
Wednesday, August 9 through Thursday, August 24
for our annual summer brea.
The e-Edition will resume Friday, August 25.
The news will stll be published on our webstte.

Thanx for reading!
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the travel burden. Two more teams in the Western
time zone now help fill that last open TV window on
late Saturday night, although you know it’s not going
to be Ohio State, Michigan or Penn State playing
until after midnight in Seattle or Eugene or Los
Angeles.

Yes, the Pac-12 screwed the Pac-12. Poor leader-
ship put the conference in its own mess, and poor
leadership failed to put together a media rights pack-
age that was good enough to keep everyone together.

But it could have been just as easy for the Big Ten
to sit out this round of expansion chess moves, to
stay at 16, count the money, and wait to see what
happens everywhere else. The league could have
been choosy — yes, waiting on Notre Dame is futile
— but upheaval somewhere else could have found
some better partners.

We don’t know what the media landscape will look
like when the current Big Ten deal expires. ESPN is
having its money issues. FOX seems to have deep
pockets, but eventually it will have other deals to
make with professional sports leagues. NBC and
CBS are willing participants, but how much more
money can they bring?

And while everyone seems to think there’s mon-
ey in the Amazon Prime and Apple TV world, that
might be on shaky ground.

Iowa fans were among everyone else cackling on
Friday at the Pac-12’s misfortune. But there are a lot
of new voices in the Big Ten, and who's to say some
of them won't be whispering in the ears of the old

guard of the conference in a few years, wondering
if the league really needs the TV markets of Des
Moines or Omaha or Minneapolis. Why split the
money 18 or 20 ways when you can split it 14 or 16?

Sound far-fetched? Well, yeah. But it was also
far-fetched not long ago that Iowa would be playing
a Big Ten football game at USC or UCLA would be
coming to Kinnick Stadium, and here we are.

And if it seems all so far away, remember that a
conference commissioner was saying the league was
happy with 16 teams, and then a week later those
same presidents said yes to two more.

It did sound good, though.

John Bohnenkamp is an award-winning sports re-
porter and a regular contributor to Pen City Current.
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Classifieds/Public Notices

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING
CANCELLATION
NOTICE

The Fort Madison
Board of Adjustments &
Appeals meeting sched-
uled for August 9, 2023
has been cancelled and
will now take place Sep-
tember 13, 2023.

PUBLIC NOTICE
CENTRAL LEE
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
DISTRICT
DONNELLSON, IOWA
52625
DISTRICT OFFICE
REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 8, 2023
7:00A.M.

TENTATIVE AGENDA

1. Roll Call

2. Approve agenda
3. Receive Visitors:
a) Visitors to speak

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

about items not on the
agenda

4. Superintendent’s
Report:

a) September Board
Meeting - 9/12/23 at 7:00
a.m.

b) IASB Convention:
11/16/23

c¢) Finance Update

d) Back to School Night
& Freshmen Orientation -
8/21/23

e) Back to School
Board Sponsored Lun-
cheon - 8/16/23 @ HS
Commons (12:00 p.m.)

f) District Financial
Audit FY21-22

g) Vacancies

5. CONSENT AGENDA:
(Motion) (Exhibit I)

a) Approve minutes

b) Financial Reports:
General and Schoolhouse
Funds, Clearing account,
Hot Lunch Account

c) Approve prepaid bills

d) Approve monthly bills

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Approve Purchase of
Honda Side by Side for
Maintenance Department
(Motion) (Exhibit 11}

2. Set school hours for
FY2023-2024: (Motion)

8:25 a.m. to 3:25 p.m.
K-5

8:20 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
6-8

8:20 a.m. to 3:21 p.m.
9-12

3. Approve FY2023-
2024 Teacher Listings:
(Motion) (Exhibit 111)

4. Approve Teacher
Quality Committee Team -
Admin. (Motion)

5. Approve Second
Reading of Board Poli-
cies: (Motion) (Exhibit V)

a) 104 - Anti-Bullying/
Anti-Harassment Policy

b) 104.R 1 - Anti-Bul-
lying/Anti-Harassment
Investigation Procedures

¢) 213 - Public Partici-
pation in Board Meetings

d) 402.02 - Child Abuse
Reporting

e) NEW! 402.05 - Re-
quired Professional De-
velopment for Employees

f) 408.01 - Licensed
Employee Professional
Development

6. Approve Second
Reading of Board Policies
(Motion) (Exhibit V)

a) NEW! 503.07 - Stu-
dent Disclosure of Identity

b) NEW! 503.07E1 -
Report of Student Disclo-
sure of Identity

c) NEW! 50307E2 - Re-
quest to Update Student
Identity

d) 505.04 - Testing
Program

e) 505.05 - Graduation
Requirements

f) 507.02 - Adminis-
tration of Medication to
Students

g) 507.02E1 - Autho-
rization-Asthma, Airway
Constricting, or Respira-
tory Distress Medication
Self-Administration Con-
sent Form

h) 507.02E2 - Parental
Authorization and Re-
lease for the Adminis-
tration of Medication or
Special Health Services
to Students

i) NEW! 507.02E3 -
Parental Authorization
and Release Form for the
Independent Self Carry
and Administration of
Prescribed Medication or
Independent Delivery of
Health Services by the
Student

j) NEW! 507.02E4 -
Parental Authorization
and Release Form for the
Administration of Volun-
tary School Stock Over-
The-Counter Medication
to Students

7. Approve Second
Reading of Board Policies
(Motion) (Exhibit VI)

a) 601.01 - School
Calendar

b) 603.05 - Health Ed-
ucation

¢) 60501 - Instructional

Materials Selection

d) 605.01 R1 - Se-
lection of Instructional
Materials

e) 605.02 - Instruction-
al and Library Materials
Inspection and Display

f) 605.03 - Objection to
Instructional and Library
Materials

g) 605.03R1 - Recon-
sideration of Instructional
and Library Materials
Regulation

h) NEW! 605.03E5 -
Request to Prohibit a
Student from Accessing
Specific Instructional and
Library Materials

i) 605.05 - School
Library

j) 605.07R1 - Use of
Information Resources
Regulation

k) 607.02 - Student
Health Services

1) 607.02R1 - Student
Health Services Regula-
tion

m) 804.05 - Stock
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Prescription Medication
Supply

n) NEW! 804.05E1 -
Parental Authorization
and Release Form for the
Administration of a Vol-
untary School Supply of
Stock Medication for Life
Threatening Incidents

8. Approve Elementa-
ry, Middle School, High
School, and Athletics
Handbooks (Motion) (Ex-
hibit VII)

9. Volunteer Coach
Approvals: (Motion)

a) Shane Weirather -
Middle School Football

b) Carter Colby - High
School Football

10. Resignations: (Mo-
tion)

a) Jesse Day - Seventh
Grade Baseball Coach

b) Sara Barnes - 9-12
Student Success Coordi-
nator

c) Stephanie Banks
- High School Special
Education Associate

11. Contract Approvals:
(Motion)

a) Lisa Kemper - Food-
service

b) Debra Moore - Food-
service

¢) Michelle Vandenberg
- Foodservice

d) Adrian McFadden
- High School Special
Education Associate (1: 1)

e) Abigail Sugars - Spe-
cial Education Associate

f) Kristopher Hayes -
Middle School Football
Coach

g) Christina Ball - Sev-
enth Grade Volleyball
Coach

12. Board Reports

13. Adjourn

PUBLIC NOTICE
West Burlington
Regular City Council
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday,
July 19, 2023

The West Burlington
City Council met in regu-
lar session on Wednes-
day, July 19, 2023, at
6:00 p.m. at West Burling-
ton City Hall, 122 Broad-
way Street, West Burling-
ton, lowa, with Mayor Ron
Teater presiding.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Ron Teater, Kathy New-
berry, Andy Crowner,
Therese Lees, and Mela-
nie Young

MEMBERS ABSENT:
John Johnson

ALSO PRESENT:
Police Chief Jesse Lo-
gan, Fire Chief/Building
Inspector Shaun Ryan,
Public Works Director
Mike Brissey, City Clerk
Kelly Fry, Finance Man-
ager Angela Moore, City
Administrator Gregg
Mandsager, Police Ser-
geant Eldon Melssen, and
Police Sergeant Nathan
Dunham

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLE-
GIANCE

ROLL CALL

PERFECTING & AP-
PROVAL OF AGENDA

Moved by Lees, sec-
onded by Newberry, to
approve the agenda as
presented. Motion carried
by the following votes:

Ayes: Newberry,
Crowner, Lees, and
Young

CONSENT AGENDA

e Minutes from the
Regular City Council
meeting on July 5, 2023

e Payment to Snyder &
Associates for engineer-
ing services related to the
Gear Ave. Trail Extension
- Phase 2 - $36,160

e Payment to
French-Reneker-Asso-
ciates for engineering
services related to the Mt.
Pleasant St. Resurfacing
Project - $1,1776.50

e Approve the purchase
of a replacement nozzle
for Tower 1 from Heiman

Fire Equipment - $5,117

e Approve the purchase
of a Supervac fan from
Heiman Fire Equipment -
$5,176

e Approve the purchase
of tires for Tower 1 from
Bauer Built for $9,993.40

e Payment of Claims
as listed on the Ex-
pense Approval Report
- $730,559.89

Moved by Young,
seconded by Lees, to
approve the Consent
Agenda items as present-
ed. Motion carried by the
following votes:

Ayes: Newberry,
Crowner, Lees, and
Young

COUNCIL & STAFF
REPORTS

CITIZEN INQUIRIES

No inquiries.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider a Resolution
accepting the Mt. Pleas-
ant Street Water Tower
and Booster Station
Improvement Project and
release of retainage

Council reviewed Sny-
der & Associates recom-
mendation to approve
Change Order #9 from
Boomerang Corpora-
tion for the Mt. Pleasant
Water Tower and Boost-
er Station Project and
approve the final payment
and release of retention
monies to formally accept
the Project. Snyder &
Associates recommended
approval of the project
and final payment, which
included $102,000 in
deductions for not com-
pleting the project on
schedule and $11,400 in
deductions for the City to

YOU

HERE

Call Lee
(319) 371.4125

RAD

manage the final Right-
of-Way restoration efforts
that have not been com-
pleted. The final payment
for the project will be
$231,973.12.

Moved by Crowner,
seconded by Young, to
approve Change Order #9
and pass a Resolution ac-
cepting the Mt. Pleasant
Street Water Tower and
Booster Station Improve-
ment Project and release
of retainage.

Motion carried by the
following votes:

Ayes: Newberry,
Crowner, Lees, and

HELP

WANTED

CHURCH
SECRETARY

Part time - 9 + hours a week
Trinity  United  Methodist
church is looking for a part-
time church secretary. This
person will be asked to work
9 hours a week with the avail-
ability to work more hours
when needed. Hours are
flexible and pay will be based
on experience.

If you are interested in this
position please send your re-
sume and cover letter to Trin-
ity United Methodist Church,
2330 Plank Road, Keokuk, 1A
52632 att: SPRC

Deadline August 16, 2023.

OLD BUSINESS
CITIZEN INQUIRIES
ADJOURN

Moved by Lees, sec-
onded by Young, to ad-
journ at 6:07 p.m. Motion
carried by the following
votes:

Ayes: Newberry,
Crowner, Lees, and
Young

Approved

HELP
WANTED

CHOIR
ACCOMPANIST

First Christian Church in Ke-
okuk is seeking a choir ac-
companist, to help with our
full church choir!

This person will accompany
the choir for the 9:00am Tra-
ditional Sunday worship ser-
vice and rehearsals Wednes-
day nights.

A strong candidate will have
experience in accompanying
choirs and have knowledge
of a wide variety of musical
styles. Piano proficiency
required. Feel free to call the
church office (319) 524-5266
with anyquestions!

Please send cover letter and
resume to

First Christian Church
Attn: Personnel Committee
3476 Main Street
Keokuk, IA 52632

Ron Teater, Mayor
Kelly D. Fry, City Clerk

HELP

WANTED

«0UPONT>

NOW HIRING
(Fort Madison)

Operations Assistant
Job # 234425W

We Offer Competitive Wages
and a Comprehensive
Benefits Package
Operations Assistant will
work an 8-hour schedule
(days and nights).

This position is an entry lev-
el position starting at $22.86/
hour that leads into the Gen-
eral Operator positions work-
ing a 12-hour rotating sched-
ule (days and nights) with
wages up to $33.26/hr.

Appl nline at:
https://careers.dupont.com
Under Search Jobs:
Enter job #234425W
or refine your search
by City (Fort Madison)
for information
and requirements

On-line applications accepted
for a limited time

DuPont is an
Equal Opportunity Employer
DuPont is an E-Verify Employer
DuPont supports the
“I Hire Vets” program

VROOM. VROOM.

Get Pre-Approved in Seconds.

*maybe even faster than this car gets to 60, just sayin’!

Click here to visit us online now

e Jeep [
www.JimBaier.com
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Wever to get focus of
Danville build-out

DANVILLE - Continued from Page 4

including Iowa Fertilizer. Additionally, they serve 31 cell
towers.

“The redundancy gives us the ability to serve those cell
towers even if we have a fiber cut. We serve those with up
to 10G of data service and if we have this ran, that creates
that redundancy so even in a bad situation, those towers stay
online,” Fencl said.

“This also allows us the ability to cover locations in Green
Bay bottoms and also expand into Wever and rural Wever
with more locations than we originally talked about.”

The grant now entails $400,000 of ARPA funds to build the
resiliency loop with state and private funds making up the
rest of the project. The rest of the county money will be spent
on running direct fiber cabling to homes in the Wever area.

Supervisor Seyb said he was happy that the project was able
to be kept on track and get some expansion in Lee County.

“We've experienced the problems associated with inflation-
ary costs, specifically with the Lee County Health Depart-
ment building, so it shouldn’t be unexpected to see these
modifications happening.

FLY SOUTHERN AIRWAYS EXPRESS

IFlySouthern.com

Cetihere Zaster

Parents can look here to keep kids around

JOBS - Continued from Page 1

about the need to add staff, but are struggling to
find candidates.

“I'm just hoping we can get the word out. What
we heard here today, I really think there are
opportunities here in Lee County and I think it’s
important that we get the word out to our younger
generation, high school students, and college stu-
dents, that we are here, and we have great paying
jobs,” Seyb said.

Seyb said the county has a great working envi-
ronment with great pay and solid benefits.

“Whether it be with our IT Department, emer-
gency medical, sherift’s department, attorney’s
office or even engineers with our major companies
in the county;” he said.

“Everybody is hiring. When I drive down the
road in Keokuk all I see is hiring all the way down.
I see the hirings in the paper at all the different
businesses....everybody is hiring. These are not
low-paying starting jobs. These are high paying
jobs. So I'm encouraging everyone to take a look
at us.”

Supervisor Tom Schulz said he’s hearing at
economic development meetings that employers
are looking at adding $31 million in payroll to this
county.

“That’s significant. That number is massive and I
just hope we can fill the jobs” Schulz said.

Seyb said parents need to pay attention and talk
to their kids, saying it would be great to see our
kids making more money than we made.

“These jobs, those folks are making more than
I’'m making. I can tell you that,” Seyb said.

He said the effort needs to continue to focus on
freshmen, sophomores and juniors so they can

go get what they need in their first couple years
of college so they can be prepared to grab those
spots.

He said blue collar jobs are also in high demand.

“Tried to get a plumber on short notice lately?”
Seyb asked.

Supervisor Chuck Holmes said the staffing in
the child care industry is also becoming a critical
issue.

He referred to the YMCA’s announcement this
past week that they are closing two child care cen-
ters in Donnellson.

“They didn’t close because they didn’t have the
clients, they could’nt find the employees to staff
the place,” he said.

Seyb said anyone who's willing to work can find
a job in the county.

Braden said he was struggling to find a fourth
Assistant County Attorney. Thomas Gage held the
position but resigned in May. Braden said he im-
mediately started advertising for the position but
has not received a single application for the spot.

Braden said the case load in Lee County is close
to the case load in Des Moines County and he
could use five or six attorneys in the office, but
wasn't asking for that.

Harter said he wanted to hire another IT profes-
sional for South Lee County staftf and had it in his
budget this year to bring the person on. The board
approved the measure 4-0 with Schulz abstaining
because he hadn’t seen numbers to show that the
department could maintain the salary of another
person.

Schulz said each department could use more
staff, but at the end of the day there has to be
revenue to support the payroll and benefits of each
new position.
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Fighting to get you 5
the compensation you deserve. TUNSICS

RILEY GREEN

POTHITAKIS

LAW FIRM PC

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com
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|SEPT 6 - 9, 2023 FORT MADISON, IOWA |

ALSD FEATURING

TRI-STATE RODEO
1948-2023

GET TICKETS ONLINE AT
WWWTRISTATERODEO.ORG OR
CALL THE RODEO TICKET OFFICE AT

(319) 372-2550
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