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Resale code gets move
ORDINANCE:  Business owner stands up to city on pawnbroker license change

Miller-Meeks 
says House 
bill honors 
commitment 
to veterans

OPINION

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

ORT MADISON -  A local businessman pushed back 
on a city effort to make pawnbrokers and resalers log 
their inventory online.

At Tuesday’s regular Fort Madison City Council 
meeting, the council voted 6-0 to approve a second 
reading of an ordinance that would require pawnbro-
kers, resalers, scrap metal dealers, second-hand dealers, 

and itinerant dealers to put inventories of all purchased 
items on a registry to make it easier for law enforce-
ment to look for stolen property.

Sal Gonzalez, owner of Sal’s Emporium, said the new 
law will cost him $12,000 over the next 10 years for the 
price of internet service in his outlet.

Gonzalez said the move is detrimental to low and 
moderate income people in Fort Madison.

EDUCATION NEWS
Central Lee looking for Hall of Fame nominations

PCC Staff

DONNELLSON — The Central Lee 
Community School District is accept-
ing nominations for the 2023 inductees 
into its three Halls of Fame.

The Halls of Fame are part of the 
district’s alumni recognition program, 
launched in 2020. The initiative aims to 

honor nine individuals who achieved 
excellence in academics, athletics, and 
the fine arts during their time in the 
district.

“We are thrilled to begin the process 
of selecting our next round of distin-
guished alumni for our Halls of Fame,” 
said Dr. Andy Crozier, Central Lee Su-
perintendent. “This program is a point 

of pride in our community and is an ex-
citing opportunity to honor outstand-
ing individuals who have left a positive 
impact on our schools and community. 
We look forward to celebrating their 
remarkable achievements.”

The Central Lee Academic Hall of 

Ensuring the well-being and sup-
port of our Veterans and active service 
members is a critical responsibility 
for our nation. This week, the House 
of Representatives passed the Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans Affairs, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations 
bill to honor our commitment to our 
Veterans and ensure that we have the 
military infrastructure needed to keep 
our nation safe and support our service 
members.

 As a 24-year Army Veteran and 
Chairwoman of the Veterans’ Affairs 
Subcommittee on Health, I understand 
how crucial it is to have a fully funded 
Department of Veterans Affairs. The 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs mission, as listed 
on their website is “[t]o 
fulfill President Lincoln’s 
promise to care for those 
who have served in our 
nation’s military and for 
their families, caregivers, 
and survivors.” That mission is one 
that I wholeheartedly agree with, and I 
understand the importance the VA has 
for so many former service members in 
our nation. This bill fulfills America’s 
promise to our Veterans by fully fund-
ing Veterans’ benefits and healthcare 
programs, including the ongoing effort 
to modernize electronic health records.

This bill also includes critical invest-
ments in the military infrastructure we 
need to bolster our national security 
and support our service members. This 
consists of building new barracks and 
child development centers, as well as 
other quality-of-life projects. Existing 
housing units will also see upgrades, 
and oversight of privatized housing 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld shakes the hand of Ripley Mena who was honored Monday night and 
presents her with a certificate for reading the most minutes in the Fort Madison Public Library’s Summer 
Reading program. Mena read a total of 4,215 minutes in the program.
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INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
THU 03 Aug ................. Early showers & thunderstorms likely, 85º F/ 68º F
FRI 04 Aug ............................................ Mostly sunny & warm, 85º F/ 64º F
SAT 05 Aug ......Mostly sunny & warm with chance of showers, 82º F/ 67º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 08/01 ..........................................13 33 40 42 47, Lucky Ball: 8
MEGA MILLIONS 08/01 .................... 8 24 30 45 61, Mega Ball: 12 Megaplier: 4
PICK 3 MIDDAY 08/01 ..................................................................................... 9 1 0
PICK 3 EVENING 08/01................................................................................... 8 7 9
PICK 4 MIDDAY 08/01 .................................................................................9 8 0 3
PICK 4 EVENING 08/01 .............................................................................. 6 5 4 4
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• Dental Implants
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“I personally provide a service to those citizens. 
I’ve helped 1,000s keep the water on, pay real es-
tate taxes, put gas in the car to get to work.

“There is talk of possibly raising the cost of a 
pawnbroker license. Why, what is the reason for 
that,” he asked.

He asked if city workers are doing extra work 
that a pawnbroker has to pay for, and said the city 
should look at ways to help pawnbrokers help the 
forgotten citizens of Fort Madison.

“Maybe lower the price or remove it. That way I 
could use it to help those that need it.”

Fort Madison Police Chief Mark Rohloff made 
the proposal to city officials last week to require 
all inventories of goods purchased from individ-
uals be logged onto a website that would allow 
quicker searches by investigators for possible 
stolen property.

The move would cost the city about $3,000 per 
year to register with the site.

Rohloff, who was not in attendance Tuesday, 
told the council in July that stolen property con-
tinues to be sold to legitimate retailers in the area. 
He said the new ordinance, which got a second of 

three approvals Tuesday night, will make it easier 
for investigators to look for stolen property.

Investigators will be able to log onto the track-
ing site, and search for stolen goods by search 
words, rather than making trips to retail facilities 
and asking for logs and then scrolling through all 
the logs looking for specific items.

Gonzalez said he was very careful to include IDs 
with any purchases he makes from sellers. He also 
asks a battery of questions to try to filter out any 
possibility that something he buys was stolen.

“My buddy Mark, who’s not here, wants to 
implement a plan he believes will put away some 
hardened criminals,” Gonzalez said.

“That’s going to cost taxpayers $30,000 in ten 
years if the cost doesn’t go up.”

He said for the sake of argument if one item a 
month is stolen. - not a complete sentence? He 
said that’s not even 1%, but the police department 
is notified what’s been stolen. Gonzalez said that 
item has to be logged somewhere.  If he got a copy 
of the stolen items, he can watch carefully for the 
item.

“They can spend three minutes to drop that off, 

I think that’s part of the investigation.”
Gonzalez also said having the officers on the 

property is a good deterrent.
“We need our men in blue on the streets 24/7. 

Not behind a desk looking at my inventory, which 
only has three-quarters percent chance of some-
thing being stolen,” he said.

“This is fiscally irresponsible because it’s not 
needed. We ask that you be good fiduciary stew-
ards of our tax dollars.”

City attorney Pat O’Connell said most commu-
nities in Iowa already have this in place.

“This tracks state law, it doesn’t really invent the 
wheel.  It’s not a new ordinance as far as concepts 
of concern. Registry is already required by state 
law. Local licensing is a very common thing. Fort 
Madison isn’t doing anything other communities 
don’t already do, so this isn’t an onerous require-
ment,” O’Connell said.

O’Connell said Illinois, which neighbors Fort 
Madison, has a state law requiring online register-
ing of purchased property.

He said the ordinance gets property of low and 
income middle people back by making it easier 
for law enforcement to get the property back. He 
said theft usually happens to low or moderate 
income first.

“They have less security and less access to high-
grade security systems to protect their property. 
That’s low hanging fruit. So low to mid income 
people are suffering the most from theft,” he said.

City Councilman Rusty Andrews asked Gonza-
lez if the cost incurred to him would be a business 
expense or if he could do it at home.

Gonzalez said he wasn’t taking his business 
home, but Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld 
said the registration can be accessed from a phone 
or via a mobile hotspot.

Gonzalez said the ordinance hadn’t been ex-
plained to him that way.

Andrews said when the police are looking for 
a specific stolen item they can do a search and it 
may pop up, which would save officers a lot of 
time. Andrews said recently a bicycle was stolen 
from his property and the new technology would 
allow him to get his bike back.

“I don’t make a butt-load of money and my wife 
stays home to take care of three kids. My daugh-
ter’s bike got stolen…and I want to know where 
it’s at,” he said. 

“I’m not going to go out and buy her another 
one because I don’t have any money, so I want to 
know if it’s at your pawn shop,” Andrews said.

CODE - Continued from Page 1

Resale registry ordinance needs one more reading

The average person is on their device 
3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125

Reach your customers 
wherever they are
with digital ads.
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Obituaries/For the Record

Wilbur V. Neil, age 90, of Benton, Kentucky, passed away Saturday, July 29, 2023 at 
Marshall County Hospital.

Wilbur was born on June 24, 1933 in Mount Union, Iowa to his late parents, Chester 
and Beulah Neil. In 1953, he married his wife of seventy years, Joan Mey-
ers Neil, and they moved their family to Florida where Wilbur started and 
operated Neil’s Refrigeration and Air Conditioning until he retired. Before 
their move to Florida, Wilbur served as a Sergeant in the United States 
Army. In 1999, Wilbur began building their retirement home in Cam-
bridge Shores on Kentucky Lake which was a central location between 
his two sons who, at the time, lived in Oklahoma and North Carolina. He 
loved to fish.

In addition to his wife, Wilbur is survived by his two sons, Mike Neil of Broken Arrow, 
Oklahoma, Jerry Neil of Benton; one brother, John Neil of Mount Pleasant, Iowa; six 
grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren.

In addition to his parents, he is preceded in death by one son, Steve Neil; one sister, 
Viola Crawford; four brothers, Bob Neil, Edward Neil, Kendall Neil, and Dewayne Neil.

Funeral services will be held at 1:00 pm on Thursday, August 3, 2023 at King-Lynk 
Funeral Home in with Rev. Pete Hagglund officiating.  Burial will follow at Hillcrest 
Cemetery in Fort Madison, Iowa. 

Online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

OBITUARIES

WILBUR V. NEIL

NEIL

FORT MADISON - The Fort 
Madison Cemetery Department has 
scheduled a Cemetery Clean Up at 
Sacred Heart, Elmwood, Oakland & 
City Cemeteries starting on Monday, 
August 7 through Friday, August 11, 
2023.  ALL items must be removed 
from the gravesites before Monday, 

August 7.  Any items left will be 
disposed of during cemetery clean-
up. No items are to be placed on the 
graves until Monday, August 14, 
2023.

For further information, call (319) 
372-7700, ext. 206 or email mblind@
fortmadison-ia.com.

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and 
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be 
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting 
fee.

Cemetery clean ups start Aug. 7

#HyperLocalSuperFresh
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Integrity. Commitment. Teamwork.
Celebrating 60 Years of Service to You.

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208
Monday through Friday 7:30-5 • Saturday by appointment www.FullenkampIns.com

FULLENKAMP INSURANCE
Since 1963

Hillcrest Hostas
Perennial Plant Nursery

Now through August 5th (last open day)
(still available by appointment

Large selection of Hosta, Daylilies,
Ornamental Grasses, Hardy Hibiscus,

Cone Flowers, Coral Bells & more!

All Perennials

On Sale!

Open Tues.-Sat. 9am-6pmClosed Sun. & Mon.

319-835-3017
2292 Hillcrest Rd. • Donnellson, IA

5 mis. west
of Ft. Madison

www.HillcrestHostas.com

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

For the Record
Fort Madison
 Police Report

07/28/23 – 11:36 a.m. – Fort Madison 
police responded to a report of a burglary in 
the 200 block of 23rd Street.

07/29/23 – 12:02 a.m. – Fort Madison 
police responded to a report of a burglary in 
the 1700 block of 38th Street.

07/29/23 – 6:48 a.m. – Fort Madison po-
lice responded to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 1400 block of 38th Street.

07/29/23 – 11:24 a.m. – Fort Madison 
police responded to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 2600 block of Av-
enue L.

07/29/23 – 2:49 p.m. – Fort Madison po-
lice responded to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 1900 block of Avenue M.

07/29/23 – 5:21 p.m. – Fort Madison po-
lice arrested Jacob William Klesner, 38, of 
Fort Madison, in the 1800 block of Avenue 
L, on a warrant for failure to appear – 1st 
offense compulsory education violation. He 
was taken to Lee County Jail.

07/30/23 – Fort Madison police had no 
activity to report.

07/31/23 – 12:00 a.m. – Fort Madison 
police arrested Kimberly Michelle Brewer, 
43, of Fort Madison, in the 2100 block of 
Avenue O, on charges of possession of 
drug paraphernalia and possession of a 
controlled substance – 1,2,3rd. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail.

07/31/23 – 8:39 a.m. – Fort Madison po-
lice responded to a report of vandalism in 
the 2600 block of Avenue J.

07/31/23 – 10:05 a.m. – Fort Madison 
police responded to a report of larceny/theft 
in the 100 block of Sunnyside Drive.

07/31/23 – 11:35 a.m. – Fort Madison 
police responded to a report of a burglary 
in the 1600 block of Avenue I.

07/31/23 – 6:08 p.m. – Fort Madison po-
lice responded to a report of vandalism in 
the 1700 block of Avenue L.

07/31/23 – 7:18 p.m. – Fort Madison 
police cited William Francis Rankin, 44, of 
Donnellson, at Hwy. 2 and Bluff Road, on a 
charge of driving while barred.

07/31/23 – 9:04 p.m. – Fort Madison po-
lice responded to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 2600 block of Avenue L.

07/31/23 – 11:07 p.m. – Fort Madison 
police arrested Kimberly Michelle Brewer, 
43, of Fort Madison, in the 3100 block of Av-
enue O, on a charge of 5th degree criminal 
mischief. She was taken to Lee County Jail.

08/01/23 – 12:11 a.m. – Fort Madison 
police responded to a report of a burglary 
in the 1400 block of Avenue F.

08/01/23 – 1:04 a.m. – Fort Madison po-
lice arrested Jessica Rebecca Boe, 32, of 
Fort Madison, in the 1900 block of Avenue 
H, on charges of possession of drug par-
aphernalia and possession of a controlled 
substance – 1,2,3rd, and a warrant for 
failure to appear – charge of compulsory 
education violation. She was taken to Lee 
County Jail.

08/01/23 – 1:57 p.m. – Fort Madison po-
lice responded to a report of a robbery in the 
600 block of Avenue E.

08/01/23 – 2:37 p.m. – Fort Madison 
police arrested Kyler William Ross, 38, of 
Wever, in the 800 block of Avenue G, on a 

warrant for probation violation – theft 3rd. 
He was taken to Lee County Jail.

08/01/23 – 4:04 p.m. – Fort Madison po-
lice responded to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 5100 block of Avenue O.

08/01/23 – 5:35 p.m. – Fort Madison po-
lice responded to a report of larceny/theft in 
the 1400 block of Avenue H.

08/01/23 – 6:52 p.m. – Fort Madison po-
lice responded to a report of vandalism in 
the 2300 block of Avenue H.

08/01/23 – 10:38 p.m. – Fort Madison 
police cited Theresa Lynn Reiter, 57, of Fort 
Madison, in the 4800 block of Avenue O, on 
a charge of driving while barred.

Lee County 
Sheriff Report

07/28/23 – 10:20 a.m. – Lee County 
sheriff deputies arrested Amanda Rose 
Anne Leadingham, 37, of Keokuk, at the 
South Lee County Jail, on a warrant for 3rd 
degree theft $750-$1500. She was taken 
to Lee County Jail and later released on a 
promise to appear.

07/28/23 – 2:01 p.m. – Lee County 
sheriff deputies arrested Cheyenne Nicole 
Smith, 27, of Keokuk, at the North Lee 
County Courthouse, on a warrant for vio-
lation of probation. She was taken to Lee 
County Jail and later released on bond.

07/28/23 – 2:08 p.m. – Lee County 
sheriff deputies arrested Dalton Tanner 
Vaughan, 22, of Keokuk, at the North Lee 
County Jail, on warrants for voluntary ab-
sence from custody and judgment entry/
mittimus. He was taken to Lee County Jail 
and later released on time served.

07/28/23 – 3:29 p.m. – Lee County 
sheriff deputies responded to a report of a 
two-vehicle accident at Hwy. 218 and Hwy. 
61. According to the report, a vehicle driven 
by Dakota Ellis Nichols, 27, of Carthage, 
was stopped behind a vehicle to make a 
right turn onto Business 61 and was struck 
from behind by a vehicle driven by James 
Alvie Wilsey, Jr., 55, of Keokuk. No injuries 
were reported. Both vehicles sustained mi-
nor damages and were driven away. Wilsey, 
Jr. was cited for failure to stop in an assured 
distance and driving under suspension.

07/28/23 – 9:12 p.m. – Lee County sher-
iff deputies arrested Connen Craig Hahn-
baum, 34, of Burlington, at the sheriff’s of-
fice, on a judgment entry/mittmus warrant. 
He was taken to Lee County Jail.

07/29/23 – 3:20 p.m. – Lee County 
sheriff deputies arrested Matthew Kristian 
Smith, 26, of Burlington, in the 100 block of 
S. Oak Street, Donnellson, on a warrant for 
contempt – violation of a no-contact order. 
He was taken to Lee County Jail.

07/30/23 – 8:33 a.m. – Lee County 
sheriff deputies responded to a report of 
a single-vehicle accident in the 1700 block 
of Hwy. 61. According to the report, a ve-
hicle driven by Melanie Rena Davis, 58, of 
Burlington, was traveling south in the 1700 
block of Hwy. 61, when the driver suffered a 
medical issue and passed out. The vehicle 
drove into the west ditch, coming to a stop 
after striking a culvert in the north ditch of 
175th Street. No injuries due to the acci-
dent were reported at the scene. The ve-
hicle sustained disabling damages and was 

towed from the scene. No citations were 
reported.

07/30/23 – 3:02 p.m. – Lee County sher-
iff deputies responded to a two-vehicle ac-
cident at Hwy. 61 S. and 355th Street and 
Argyle Rd. According to the report, a vehi-
cle driven by Candie Beatrice Davis, 53, of 
Keokuk, failed to yield crossing 4 lanes of 
travel when going straight and was struck 
in the passenger side by a vehicle driven by 
Sarah Nicole Sparrow, 40, of Keokuk.  Da-
vis was transported to the hospital by EMS; 
Sparrow reported minor injuries. Both vehi-
cle sustained disabling damages and were 
towed from the scene. Davis was cited for 
no seat belt and failure to yield to vehicle 
to the right.

07/31/23 – 11:30 a.m. – Lee County 
sheriff deputies arrested Kenna Michelle 
Ames, 27, of Keokuk, at the North Lee 
County Courthouse, on a warrant for failure 
to appear/contempt of court. She was taken 
to Lee County Jail.

07/31/23 – 8:23 p.m. – Lee County sher-
iff deputies arrested Jason William Foun-
tain, 33, of Missouri, at the sheriff’s office, 
on a charge of failure to appear/contempt of 
court. He was taken to Lee County Jail and 
later released on bond.

08/01/23 – 12:36 a.m. – Lee Coun-
ty sheriff deputies arrested Austin Dean 
Schuelka, 34, of Fort Madison, on warrants 
for domestic assault - impeding air/blood 
flow and violation of a domestic no-contact 
order. He was taken to Lee County Jail.

08/01/23 – 10:02 a.m. – Lee County 
sheriff deputies arrested Andrea Faye Free-
bury, 33, of Donnellson, in the 3500 block of 
Hwy. 218, Keokuk, on charges of posses-
sion of a controlled substance – 1,2,3rd and 
possession of drug paraphernalia. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail.

08/01/23 – 10:43 a.m. – Lee County 
sheriff deputies arrested Bradford Evan 
Smith, 53, of Fort Madison, at the North Lee 
County Courthouse, on a warrant for failure 
to appear. He was taken to Lee County Jail.

08/01/23 – 5:06 p.m. – Lee County sher-
iff deputies arrested Derek Alexander West-
water, 38, of Keokuk, at the sheriff’s office, 
on a charge of disorderly conduct – fight/
violence. He was taken to Lee County Jail.

08/01/23 – 5:12 p.m. – Lee County sher-
iff deputies arrested Kenneth Eugene Morri-
son, 28, of Burlington, at the sheriff’s office, 
on a charge of disorderly conduct – fight/
violence. He was taken to Lee County Jail.

08/01/23 – 5:14 p.m. – Lee County 
sheriff deputies arrested Cellous Dalonden 
Glover, 24, of Burlington, at the sheriff’s 
office, on a charge of disorderly conduct – 
fight/violence. He was taken to Lee County 
Jail.

08/01/23 – 10:35 p.m. – Lee County 
sheriff deputies arrested Brock Quinton 
Chestleigh, 33, of Illinois, in the 3500 block 
of Hwy. 218, Keokuk, on a charge of driv-
ing under suspension. He was taken to Lee 
County Jail and later released on a pre-trial 
release.

Those listed above are arrested on 
suspicion of a charge and are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.
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Being part of a sports team is a great way for your child 
to build social, physical, mental, and emotional skills.  

There are many ways you can help them get the most out of participating in 
sports. 
• Before the game: make sure they receive a pre-participation physical exam 

before the season begins.  This is best done by a licensed healthcare provider 
who will review answers to questions about current health status and past 
medical history, while also doing a physical examination.  

• During the game: once cleared for play, it is important to use positive rein-
forcement while on the sidelines, showing respect for the other players, offi-
cials and your child - modeling behavior you want your child to imitate.

•  After the game: listen to your child and address any mental, emotional, or 
physical concerns. 

The healthcare professionals at Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center are here 
to help. From Urgent Care - to primary care - to specialized sports medicine care 
in our orthopedic clinic, they want to get and keep your child safely in the game.

Right place. Right care. Right here. | greatriverhealth.org

we’ll be back soon!we’ll be back soon!

www.PenCityCurrent.comwww.PenCityCurrent.com

Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition
Wednesday, August 9 through Thursday, August 24 

for our annual summer break.
The e–Edition will resume Friday, August 25.
The news will still be published on our website.

Thanx for reading!

DES MOINES – Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds has announced that 109 soldiers from 
the Iowa National Guard will deploy today to Texas in support of Operation Lone 
Star to help secure the U.S. Southern Border following the end of Title 42. 

 The deployment will last until Sept. 1, 2023, with the mission of deterring ille-
gal border crossings and preventing the trafficking of illegal substances by cartels 
through Texas. This is the Guard’s third deployment to the U.S. southern border 
since 2020, but the first pursuant to a state mission. 

Following the deployment of Iowa National Guard soldiers, the Iowa Department 
of Public Safety (DPS) will deploy Iowa State Patrol officers on August 31, 2023, to 
support Texas State Troopers with criminal interdiction, crime prevention, traffic en-
forcement, and law enforcement assistance. An investigative team will also support 
Texas investigations of narcotics, weapons, and human trafficking. The Iowa DPS 
deployment will end on October 2, 2023.  

All costs will be covered by federal funding allocated to Iowa from the American 
Rescue Plan. States are given flexibility in how this funding can be used provided it 
supports the provision of government services. 

Gov. Kim Reynolds released the following statement regarding the state’s support 
of Operation Lone Star:  

“On his first day in office, President Biden reversed commonsense policies that 
protected the U.S. Southern border and American citizens. Since that time, our 
country has experienced a historic rise in illegal immigrants and illicit drugs en-
tering our country. Two years later, every state is a border state, and Iowa’s unique 
location at the intersection of two major interstates makes it a target for human 
traffickers and drug cartels. 

“The Biden Administration has failed to respond to the crisis at the border and, in 
doing so, has failed the American people – Iowans included. They have created one 
of the most significant national security and humanitarian crises of our generation 
and are blatantly ignoring the impact it’s having on our states, cities, and our people. 

“Since the administration refuses to invest in securing the border and protecting 
its citizens, Texas has asked other states to help, and Iowa is ready and willing to 
assist. 

“Iowa is deploying National Guard troops and personnel from the Department of 
Public Safety to protect the citizens and interests of our state by supporting Opera-
tion Lone Star and helping secure the U.S. Southern border.” 

Governor sends 109 troops 
to Operation Lone Star

will also be improved. Our overseas infrastructure will also be strengthened to 
ensure we have a sustained military presence to support our deterrence efforts 
in Europe and the Pacific theater.

Furthermore, this bill reduces wasteful government spending on social 
engineering initiatives that detract from the primary function of our military 
and are impacting recruitment and retention. For the good of the military, we 
should keep these politically divisive and controversial programs from dis-
tracting from the true purpose of our armed forces: keeping Americans safe. 
Aligning funding towards running a smooth and efficient military is critical to 
our national security and a step in the right direction for our country.

The brave men and women who serve our country put their lives on the line 
to protect our freedoms and uphold the American values we hold dear. This 
bill takes care of those who have served and continue to serve, and ensures our 
military has the resources it needs to defend our great country.

 Mariannette Miller-Meeks currently represents Iowa’s First District in the Unit-
ed States House of Representatives. 

VETERANS - Continued from Page 1

Miller-Meeks: Bill reduces 
wasteful spending

Fame recognizes outstanding scholars and staff from the past. This year, the district 
will select three students and/or former staff members who have excelled in academ-
ics before or after their time at Central Lee.

The Athletics Hall of Fame pays tribute to exceptional athletes, teams, and coaches 
from the past. This year, the district will induct three athletes, teams, or coaches who 
achieved greatness in athletics.

The Fine Arts Hall of Fame celebrates students, directors, and others who achieved 
distinction in band, choir, art, and other areas of the fine arts. Central Lee will intro-
duce three inductees who have achieved greatness in the fine arts.

Committees have been established to help with the selection of inductees. To 
qualify for a nomination, individuals must have graduated from Central Lee or have 
served as staff members. Additionally, they must be at least five years removed from 
their association with the district. The committee will continue to consider individu-
als nominated in years’ past as potential inductees for 2023 and future years.

Nominations are due by August 30, 2023. To submit a nomination, visit https://bit.
ly/CLHOFNomination. 

HAWKS - Continued from Page 1

Central Lee Hall nominations 
due by Aug. 30

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125 or Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach your customers
wherever they are
with digital ads.

https://www.GreatRiverHealth.org
https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
https://bit.ly/CLHOFNomination
https://bit.ly/CLHOFNomination
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HELP
WANTED

CHURCH
SECRETARY

Part time - 9 + hours a week
Trinity United Methodist 
church is looking for a part-
time church secretary.  This 
person will be asked to work 
9 hours a week with the avail-
ability to work more hours 
when needed.   Hours are 
flexible and pay will be based 
on experience. 

If you are interested in this 
position please send your re-
sume and cover letter to Trin-
ity United Methodist Church, 
2330 Plank Road, Keokuk, IA  
52632 att:  SPRC

Deadline August 16, 2023.

PUBLIC NOTICE
AGENDA

KEOKUK CITY
COUNCIL MEETING

August 3, 2023
501 Main Street

5:30 P.M.

1. Call to Order.
2. Pledge of Allegiance: 

Special Guest Lucas 
Greenslaugh

3. Roll Call.
4. Mayor’s Correspon-

dence:
5. Citizen’s Request.
6. Consent Agenda.
● Minutes of the Regu-

lar City Council meeting & 
Council Workshop of July 
20, 2023;

● Minutes of the Safety 
Committee meeting of 
July 27, 2023;

● Cash Receipts & 
Treasurer’s Report for 
June 2023;

● Resolution approv-
ing a Liquor License for 
Meyers Courtyard, 629 
Blondeau Street, Class C 
Retail Alcohol License – 
effective August 27, 2023;

● Resolution approv-
ing a Liquor License for 
Keokuk Labor Temple, 
Special Class C Retail 
Alcohol License, 301 
Blondeau Street, 5-day 
term from September 4-9, 
2023;

● Special Event Per-
mit, Jon Morris, Firework 
Display August 19, 2023, 
2-11 p.m., 1025 Cleve-

land Avenue;
● Sidewalk Display 

Permit-TSS Inc. 906 Main 
Street;

● Motion to pay bills 
and transfers listed in 
Register No.’s 5353-5355;

7. Appointment of 2nd 
Ward Council Person.

OLD BUSINESS:
8. Consider resolution 

approving revised Per-
sonnel Policy and Hand-
book.

NEW BUSINESS:
9. Motion to approve 

the third & final reading of 
Ordinance amending Title 
20, Section 20.40.020, 
20.44.020, 20.60.040, 
20.60.090, 20.60.100 (e) 
and 20.68.020.

10. Motion to approve 
second reading of an 
Ordinance repealing 
certain sections of Title 
9 Vehicles and Traffic of 
the Code of the City of 
Keokuk.

11. Motion to approve 
the initial reading of an 
Ordinance amendment to 
Title 9 Vehicle and Traffic 
adding Chapter 9.91 auto-
mated traffic enforcement.

12. Consider resolution 
approving agreement with 
Horizon Architecture.

13. Consider resolution 
approving agreement 
with Bristola for a (90) 
day feasibility study of 
the Keokuk Wastewater 
Treatment Facility.

14. Consider resolution 
approving amendments to 
T. Rowe Price employee 
contribution 457 Plan.

15. Boards & Commis-
sions:

16. Council Liaison 
Reports:

17. Staff Reports:
18. Nuisance abate-

ment appeal.
19. New Business:
20. Adjourn Meeting.

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORYPUBLIC NOTICES

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com
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Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• FREE Estimates

• Servicing All Makes

Vinyl Banners
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Posters
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Form
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Trifold Brochures
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orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
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Printing

T-Shirt Printing
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ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

YOUR 
AD

HERE
Call Lee

319.371.4125

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
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FORT MADISON - A psychic medium will hold a 
session on Thursday at Odd Marvel in downtown Fort 
Madison.

Cheryl Ann Fletcher will be at the store doing a book 
signing from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday and will hold 
readings for people based on appointments that can be 
scheduled at the Odd Marvel.

On Friday, Aug 4th,  Odd Marvel will be hosting the 
“Odd Hour” from 7-8 pm featuring Cheryl as our guest 
speaker with snacks and stories for attendees.

Guests are welcome to share their own experiences as 
well.  This event is for adults only! Cost is $5, and early 
registration is encouraged due to limited space, but 
we’ll take them in until our chairs are filled.  

Psychic medium 
to hold session at 

Odd Marvel

220 26th St. Fort Madison, IA 
fortmadisony.org  |  319-372-2403

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

Oral disease can be
a major contributor to heart disease, 

lung disease, and diabetes.

I-Smile™ Silver is
a dental program

serving adults 21 and older
in Des Moines, Lee,

and Van Buren Counties.
For more information or help

finding a dentist, payment source,
or transportation, call the

I-Smile™ team at
1.800.458.6672

or email
RPRahn@LeeCountyHD.org

Area winners and medalists pose for a photo at the National Trap Shoot in Sparta on Monday. 
Several members and former members of Fort Madison’s Clay Crushers pose with medals after 
the event.

WASHINGTON -- The Senate 
unanimously passed a reso-
lution designating August 21, 
2023 as Fentanyl Prevention 
and Awareness Day. Sen. Chuck 
Grassley (R-Iowa) and Dianne 
Feinstein (D-Calif.) co-led the 
legislation. 

 “Fentanyl overdoses are tak-
ing a tragic toll on 
families. I’m work-
ing to tackle the ille-
gal production and 
distribution of this 
deadly drug from 
multiple directions: 
through legislation 
to close loopholes 

and by putting pressure on 
the administration to enforce 
the laws, hold adversaries like 
China accountable and secure 
the southern border. Driving 
awareness about the fentanyl 
flooding our communities adds 
momentum to our efforts to 
end this devastating epidemic,” 
Grassley said.

 “Too many families know the 
pain of losing a loved one to a 
fentanyl overdose,” Feinstein 
said. “Those deaths are often the 
result of people unknowingly 
using fentanyl that has been 
made to look like a prescription 
drug. With fentanyl-related 

deaths rising each year, our 
resolution will hopefully save 
lives by raising awareness of the 
dangers of this drug.” 

 In April, Grassley hosted 
a roundtable in Cedar Rapids to 
discuss the ties between orga-
nized retail crime and the illicit 
drug trade. Last October in Des 
Moines, Grassley convened a 
hearing of the U.S. Senate Cau-
cus on International Narcotics 
Control and heard courageous 
testimony from Iowa families 
who lost loved ones to fentanyl 
poisoning. Grassley also rein-
troduced the bipartisan Stop 
Pills that Kill Act this Congress. 
The bill would apply the penal-
ties for possessing parapherna-
lia used to manufacture meth to 
those for possessing parapher-
nalia used to make counterfeit 
pills containing fentanyl and 
fentanyl analogues.

 The resolution’s passage 
follows reports the Biden State 
Department discussed lift-
ing sanctions on the Chinese 
Communist Party to incentivize 
its cooperation on stopping the 
flow of Chinese-manufactured 
fentanyl precursors into the 
United States. Grassley slammed 
the administration’s proposal, 
saying the policy is “a further 

cultivation of a failed strategy 
of appeasement with our adver-
saries” and “makes a mockery 
of the drug epidemic facing 
our nation.” In May, Grassley 
sent a letter to the Embassy of 
the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC) in Washington calling for 
an end to illicit fentanyl produc-
tion in the PRC. 

 Background:
Overdose deaths have sky-

rocketed in recent years, largely 
due to the influx of fentanyl – a 
synthetic opioid – being mixed 
into illicit drugs. The Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
(DEA) last year seized more 
than 58.4 million fentanyl-laced 
fake pills. The agency estimates 
over 40 percent of illicit pills 
contain potentially lethal dos-
es of fentanyl. Further, in an 
analysis of prescription pills 
laced with fentanyl, the DEA 
determined six out of every 10 
contain potentially lethal doses.

 In the 12-month period end-
ing in January 2023, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion reported drug overdoses 
killed more than 107,000 indi-
viduals nationwide. Over two-
thirds of those deaths involved 
synthetic opioids, primarily 
fentanyl.

Grassley, Feinstein lead fentynl bill

GRASSLEY

mailto:Mohrfeld%40MohrfeldElectric.com?subject=Mohrfeld%20Solar%20%3E%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.fortmadisony.org/y-kids-company-preschool/
mailto:RPRahn%40LeeCountyHD.org?subject=I-Smile%20%3E%20Pen%20City%20Current
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