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NBATITLE: FMHS grad

says little time to enjoy
national championship

with Nuggets

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
PCC SPORTS

DENVER - The day after being
a part of an NBA championship,
Ryan Bowen spent his afternoon ...
playing pickleball.

“We're a pickleball family now;”
he said, laughing.

The Fort Madison native was
just a few hours removed from
celebrating the Denver Nuggets’
94-89 win over the Miami Heat in
Game 5 of the NBA Finals. Bowen,
a former Nuggets player who is in
his eighth season as an assistant
coach there, spent the day trying to
comprehend what had happened
the night before.

“Going through the text messages
today, it’s like, ‘Holy cow, we won,”
Bowen said. “Watching TV today,
watching (ESPN’s) SportsCenter,
it’s like, “That’s us. We did it It’s
pretty crazy.

“I've watched the trophy celebra-
tions for other teams, I’ve watched
the ring celebrations, and in the
back of my head I wondered, “Will
I ever get a chance to win a cham-
pionship?’ You just wondered if
you were ever going to be in that
situation””

That situation came on Mon-
day night, and with it came the
post-game party with a tornado of
emotions.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Ryan Bowen poses with the NBA Championship trophy with his
brother Tyler following the Denver Nuggets’ titte win Monday night.
Bowen, a FM native, is an assistant coach for the Nuggets.

“It’s been unbelievable,” Bowen
said. “It started with the anticipa-
tion for the game last night. The
game itself wasn’t pretty, but we did
enough to get the job done.

“We're shaking hands with every-
body after the game. Next thing

you know, they’re bringing the
stage out and everything. I'm like,
‘Oh my gosh, they’re about to do
this, they’re about to have the tro-
phy presentation. It was just cool
how quickly everything was done.

See BOWEN, page 10

CITY NEWS

Old Fort Players roll out summer youth plans

PCC Staff

FORT MADISON - Old Fort Players
is happy to announce auditions for their
Youth Summer Theater Program. A play
will be chosen based on the number of
youth who want to participate so each
child can be assured of having a part.

All young actors aged 10-14 are en-
couraged to drop by the OFP downtown
location on Tuesday June 20th starting
at 6 pm to audition. Auditions will con-
sist of cold readings from a script. No
experience or preparation is necessary.
All children will need parental consent.

If you are unable to make this audi-

tion time, please contact the director,
Richar Abel at 319-246-1516 or drop by
Z’s Boba Tea Shop at 821 Avenue G in
Fort Madison.

Also needed are youth and/or their
parents to volunteer as Stage Manager

See OFP, page 6

Despite 1ts
anxieties,
travel worth
everymile

One of the things I hate the most,
but one of the most necessary anymore, is
travel.

I had plans to fly to New York City on
Thursday, but some heavy medical events
kept me from getting on a plane that day.

We were looking for Hail Marys in
Rochester, Minn at the vast Mayo Clinics
and didn’t get what we were looking for.

I drove back from Minnesota with my
mom and the family in tow in other ve-
hicles behind us on Thursday. I rebooked
my flight for Friday morning at 6:07 a.m.

Instead of getting up at 2 a.m. and get-
ting to St. Louis in time for the departure,
I decided to stay the night in St. Louis.

We had appointments in Rochester at 8
a.m. Thursday and after a quick 2.5 mile
run/walk around the Mayo campus and
a shower, all three of my brothers and I
wheeled my mom into the clinic for one
more chance to talk with someone who
would know how to save her life.

At 76, she’s just too young for me to
think that the end is near. If they can't
save her, maybe we can. She has non-al-
coholic steatohepatitis, which is basically
when fatty tissue in the liver turns scarred
and starts to reject blood from the organ.
She also has a 2-inch tumor on the top of
the liver at the portal vessel.

Doctors are less worried about the
tumor, and more worried about the liver
failing.

We've been dealing with this for about
six months. All at the University of Iowa.

See TRAVEL, page 7
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JERRY R. JINKENS

Jerry Ralph Jinkens, 64, of Keokuk, IA, died Monday, June 12, 2023 at his
home.

He was born on July 4, 1958 in Keokuk, IA, the son of Robert and Aileen
McNally Jinkens. He graduated from Keokuk High School with
the Class of 1976.

On February 14, 2020, Jerry was united in marriage to Martha
Harrell. She survives.

He is also survived by two daughters, Sarah Jinkens of Bur-
lington and Hannah Abston (BJ) of Keokuk, two step-daugh-
ters, Samantha Harrell of Kahoka and Brandy Sturm (Tyler) of
Keokuk and one step-son, Danny Burgess of Keokuk and twelve
grandchildren. He is also survived by five sisters, Karen Hickey (Mike) of
Keokuk, Brenda Coursey (Steve) of Monmouth, IL, Bonnie Underwood
(Steve) of Keokuk, Cynthia Ames (Roy) of Keokuk and Julie McNitt (Tim)
of Osage Beach, MO, one brother, Dennis Jinkens of Keokuk and numerous
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents and his grandparents, James &
Letta Jinkens, Ralph and Edna Ingram McNally and step-grandmother, Myra
Egley McNally.

Jerry had been employed at Meyers Driveway and Septic and also at the
Prototype Foundry.

He was a loyal fan of the Chicago Cubs and the Raiders. He loved listening
to the rock band, The Who, and went to many of their concerts. Jerry had a
great appreciation for history, enjoyed camping and liked animals, especially
dogs.

Most of all Jerry loved his family and his greatest joy was spending time
with his grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at 2 p.m., Saturday at the Vigen Memorial
Home in Keokuk. Burial will be in the Hickory Grove Cemetery.

There will be no visitation.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorial-
home.com.

JINKENS

Place your ad online 24/7

FREDRICK J. BAXTER

Fredrick Joseph “Fred” Baxter, 96, of the Illinois Veterans Home in Quincy
formerly of Nauvoo, passed away at 4:40 a.m. Saturday at the Veterans Home.
Born on December 1, 1926, in Nauvoo, Illinois, the son of Fred and Doro-
thy (Kelly) Baxter. On October 20, 1956, at Saint John’s Catholic
Church in Houghton, Iowa, he married Carmelita Witting. She

preceded in him death on December 23, 2009.

He is survived by his one son: Callen “Butch” (Elaine) Baxter
of Fort Madison; grandchildren: Amanda Baxter, Kent Sim-
mons, Kiryn Evans and Kane Simmons; several great grandchil-
dren and sister in-law: Sylvia Witting of West Point.

He was preceded in death by his parents; wife: Carmelita;
daughter: Kathy; sisters: Betty Kaiser, Mary Logan and Annette Schmidt.

Fred graduated from Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic School and the University
of Illinois with a degree in horticulture and entomolo-
gy. He was a United States Army veteran serving in the
Korean War. Fred was a member of the Sts. Peter and
Paul Catholic Church, Alleman Council Knights of
Columbus and was the secretary of the Nauvoo Grape
Festival. He received the 94% Apple Clear Club award in the State of Illinois.
He managed Gem City Vineland and retired from Selfridge National Air-
force Base in Michigan. He was a bartender on the Addie Mae and at Icarian
Restaurant. He helped Eldon and Gerry Walker and Max and Bill Radel on
the farm. Following his retirement he helped at Baxters Vineyards and was a
bartender and meat cutter at the Hotel Nauvoo.

His body was donated to the University of lowa Deeded Body Program.

A Mass of Christian burial will be held at 10:30 a.m. Friday, September 1,
2023, at Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Nauvoo, Illinois with Father
Tony Trosley as celebrant.

A memorial has been established in his memory.

Schmitz-Banks & Beals Funeral Home is assisting the family with arrange-
ments. On-line condolences to the family may be left at www.sbbfuneral-
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MARY M. MENDEZ

Mary M. Mendez, 80, of Ft. Madison passed away on Tuesday, June 13, 2023 at the
Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center Klein Center.

She was born on February 22, 1943 in Ft. Madison to Juan and Margarita Sanchez
Vasquez, Sr. On September 29, 1962 she married Edward “Eddie”
Mendez in Ft. Madison and he passed away on July 26, 2021. She was
a member of Sacred Heart Church and the LULAC. Mary enjoyed
cooking throughout the years and was known for her tacos. Most of

all, she loved her family and spending time with them.

MENDEZ Survivors include two sons, Eddie (Laura) Mendez of Ft. Madison
and Tony (Janie) Mendez of Ft. Madison; six grandchildren, Nicholas
(Trisha) Menke, Lindsey (Ben) Lofthus, Michael (Abby) Mendez, Anthony (Brit-
tany) Mendez, Lexie Mendez and Lexi Whaley; nine great grandchildren, Clara &
Grace Menke, Emmalyn Snaadt, Liam & Adleigh Lofthus, Wyatt & Whitley Mendez,
Cooper & Aydan Mendez; and several nieces and nephews. She was preceded in
death by her parents, husband; seven brothers, Marion “Mani’, Leonard, Lupe, John,
Jose “Chi”, Victor and Carlos “Charlie”.

Per her wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home & Cre-
matory. The family will meet with friends on Thursday, June 15, 2023 from 9:30AM-
11 AM at Sacred Heart Church. The funeral Mass will follow at 11 AM at the church
and burial will be in Sacred Heart Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established for LULAC Council 304 and

online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

VUEL M. SMITH

Vuel Mae Smith, 86, of Farmington, Iowa, passed away at 8:32 p.m. Monday, June 12, 2023,
at her home.
Born on September 6, 1936, in Keokuk, Iowa, the daughter of Weston and Lois (Hand)

Schorr. On December 23, 1954, in Kahoka, Missouri, she married James Lewis
Smith. He preceded her in death on January 16, 2019.

She is survived by her two sons: Terry Smith of Florida and Duane Smith
of Farmington; granddaughter: Nicole Smith and two great grandchildren:
Anthony and Lia.

She was preceded in death by her parents and husband James.

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting

fee.

A graveside service will be held at 10:00 a.m. Saturday, June 17, 2023, at
Greenglade Cemetery in Farmington, with Pastor Donna Reid officiating.

A memorial has been established in her memory for Saint Francisville Methodist Church
or Shriners Hospital.

Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com. Schmitz
Funeral Home of Farmington is assisting the family with arrangements.
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GWENDOLEN ZEITLER BROWN

Gwendolen (Gwen) Zeitler Brown, 86 years, of Fort
Madison, Iowa, died Saturday, June 10, 2023, at the
Birkwood Village Facility in Fort Madison, Iowa. She was
born July 30, 1936, in Albany, New York,
the daughter of William Irving and Blod-
wen Mary (Williams) Zeitler. Gwen had
a special gift in her ability to connect with
people, she was a friend to anyone she met,
and if you sat next to her on an airplane,
she likely knew your life story before the
plane landed. She will be remembered by
many for her kindness and her sweet smile.

Gwen was raised in Albany, NY and Fort Madison, IA.
She graduated from Fort Madison High School in 1954
and attended the University of lowa receiving a Bachelor’s
Degree in General Science in 1958 and a Master’s Degree
in Counseling and Guidance in 1961. During college she
spent two summers working in the hills of Puerto Rico
with the Presbyterian mission program. Gwen taught
middle school general science in Schenectady, NY, and
after obtaining her master’s became a high school counsel-
or at Faribault High School in MN. She also was a college
counselor at the University of Denver where she pursued a
doctorate.

On August 26, 1967, she married Lyle Brown at Union
Presbyterian Church, Fort Madison, Iowa. After the birth
of Megan, her first child, she and Lyle moved to Newberry,
SC, later settling in Columbia, SC, which they would call
home for 30 years and where their second child, Matthew,
was born. She was an exceptional mother, raising Megan

BROWN
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and Matthew, while doing large amounts of volunteer work
and caring for her parents and Lyle’s mother. There was
also present a beloved cat and dog in the house that were
faithful companions to Gwen. In 2001, Gwen, Lyle, and
the pets retired back to her hometown where she became
very involved in supporting the Fort Madison, IA commu-
nity.

She loved singing choral music and participated regu-
larly with several choirs throughout her life. She started
singing as a child in the Westminster Presbyterian Church
in Albany, NY. In South Carolina she was a long time
alto in the Columbia Choral Society, even performing at
Spoleto in Charleston, as well as the St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church choir. She would join the community choir in Fort
Madison as often as she could, and her voice always rang
out clear at the services at St. Luke’s as she helped lead the
congregation through their Sunday hymns.

Gwen was a lifetime member of the American Associa-
tion of University Women (AAUW) and a strong support-
er of women’s equal rights and education. Other mem-
berships include the Monday Afternoon Study Club of
which her grandmother, Dinah Williams, was a founding
member and St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, North Lee Coun-
ty Historical Society, and the University of ITowa Alumni
Association. She served on the Fort Madison Historic Pres-
ervation Commission for ten years, and with her husband
was co-chair of the project that led to the establishment of
the Park-to-Park Historic District being listed in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. She took on the rescue
of two condemned Fort Madison Main Street buildings,
and with Lyle’s help cleaned them up and brought them
back into service for two businesses and upstairs housing.
Her commitment to the community was also shown in
her support for the rehabilitation of Central Park and the
band concerts, a site she was fond of located across from
the house her grandparents owned and that she grew up in
when in Fort Madison.

She had a passion for counseling young people, espe-
cially young women, and helping them seek out education.
In SC, Gwen established a scholarship fund in her moth-
er's name with the American Association of University

AND GUMS HEALTHY
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1.800.458.6672
or email
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Women (AAUW). In Iowa, she supported the efforts of
Upward Bound for the young members of St. Luke’s where
she and Lyle attended. She was very proud to establish the
Gwen & Lyle Brown Scholarship at the University of Iowa,
which supports selected freshman from Fort Madison and
Clinton High Schools that are attending the University. To
date, over 50 young people have received a scholarship, and
Gwen continued to support several of them throughout
their careers after graduation.

Travel was always a sought-out adventure for Gwen, and
she and Lyle ensured that their family took several trips
to Europe to see the history and culture as well as spend-
ing time researching and meeting an extensive group of
relatives in Wales and England. In retirement she loved
to travel with Lyle, and they enjoyed many memorable va-
cations in Europe, China, Thailand, Alaska, and Russia as
well as the US. One of her favorite trips was on the Amer-
ican Queen up the Mighty Mississippi, a river that she was
so fond of. Gwen also enjoyed the view of that river from
their Fort Madison home and was regularly noting what
barges, trains, birds, deer, and rabbits were passing by, as
well as hosting friends for the fireworks on the 4th of July.

Gwen is survived by her husband, Lyle, and what she
felt was her greatest achievement, her children that she
was very proud of: her “career gal” daughter Megan Brown
in Alexandria, VA, and “great dad” son Matthew Brown
(Abby his wife) in Apex, NC. She was also a devoted
grandmother to Gavin and Caroline Brown. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk
Funeral Home & Crematory. Burial will be held at a later
date at Elmwood Cemetery in Fort Madison. A memorial
service for family and friends will be held at a later date at
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. Memorials in Gwen’s honor
may be made to the University of Iowa Center for Ad-
vancement, 1 West Park Road, Iowa City, IA 52242 for the
Gwen & Lyle Brown Scholarship Fund, or to PAW Animal
Shelter, 2031--48th Street, Fort Madison, IA 52627. Online
condolences to the Brown family may be left at the King-
Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.
com.
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Gillette gets 15 years for
sex crime conviction

PCC Staff

FORT MADISON - On April 21,
2023, Metallie Gillette, 24, of Fort Mad-
ison, pled guilty to Sexual Abuse in the
3rd degree, a class C Felony and Incest,
a class D Felony.

The charges stemmed from an inci-
dent that occurred in Fort Madison,
North Lee County, lowa between
October 15, 2022 and November 15,
2022 in which Gillette sexually abused
a minor. Des Moines County Sher-
ift’s Investigators discovered evidence
during an investigation in Des Moines
County, which led to the execution of a
search warrant in Fort Madison. Media

evidence was discovered, and Gillette
was subsequently charged on December
1,2022.

On June 9, 2023, Gillette was sen-
tenced to one ten-year prison term and
one five-year sentence to run consecu-
tive to each other, for a total of fifteen
years to be served within the Iowa De-
partment of Corrections. Gillette is also
subject to a lifetime special sentence
with the Jowa Department of Correc-
tions and is required to register as a sex
offender for her lifetime.

The Des Moines County Sherift’s
Office was the investigating agency with
assistance from the Fort Madison Police
Department. The matter was prosecuted
by the Lee County Attorney’s Office.

Lady Hounds sweep Keokuk twinbill

PCC Staff

KEOKUK - The Fort Madison Bloodhounds
got back on track in Southeast softball action with
doubleheader sweep of the Chiefs sparked by a
5-run 8th inning in game 1 to break an 11-11 tie.

Elle Ruble opened the top of the eighth with
a double to center. Lauryn Helmick then drew a
walk before Elizabeth Tanner doubled to center
driving in Ruble with what ended up being the
game-winning RBI. Olivia Buckner reached and
scored Helmick and then Alivia Holmes singled
to left scoring Tanner for a 14-11 lead.

Taylor Johnson flew out to center for the first
out before Emily Steffensmeier drew a bases-load-
ed walk to score Buckner.

Rehm would slap another single to short right
field to score Holmes before a couple hard liners
hit at the pitcher and to left field ended the inning
for the Hounds.

Rehm, who went all eight innings for Fort

Madison gave a double to start the bottom of

the eighth, but Keokuk’s Gracie Thompson was
thrown out trying to stretch it to a triple. After a
walk to Bella Crew, Rehm got Kylie sisk and Suzie
Whitaker to fly out to end the game.

Rehm gave up all 11 runs earned on 17 hits,
while striking out five and walking three. She gave
up two homers.

Helmick, Rehm, and Tanner all had three
hits for the Bloodhounds. Tanner had four RBI.
Helmick scored four runs. Thompson suffered the
loss for the Chiefs in the first game.

In the night cap, Erika Kruse held control
throughout seven recording a four-hit shutout,
while going 3-4 at the plate with two RBI. Stef-
fensmeier, Tanner and Reilynn Turnbull all had
two hit nights for the Hounds.

The wins move the Hounds over .500 overall on
the year with a 3-5 conference record. They take
on Keokuk again Thursday night at Baxter Sports
Complex beginning at 7:30
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OFP youth
plays start
in July

OFP - Continued

from Page 1

and Sound and Lights
Technician, Costume and
Prop Managers, etc. Ex-
perience is preferred but
not required and training
will be provided.

Performances run
July 28, 29, & 30, 2023.
Evening shows begin at
7:30 and the Sunday mat-
inee begins at 2:00 pm.
Tickets will be available
online and the link to
purchase will be posted
on www.oldfortplayers.
com and the theater’s
Facebook page. For
those wanting to pay
cash or credit for tickets
at the door, you can and
should reserve your seat
by phone or Facebook
Messenger.

The theater is locat-
ed in downtown Fort
Madison at 725 Avenue
G. Send them a Face-
book message, send an

email to oldfortplayers-

fm@gmail.com or call
319-372-9559 for more

information. Like them
on Facebook (Fb@old-
fortplayers) or visit www.
oldfortplayers.com to
keep up with everything
that’s going on at the
theater.

Gota
newstip?

Call Chuck
(319)371.1670



http://www.JamesHealthcareIowa.com
http://www.oldfortplayers.com
http://www.oldfortplayers.com
mailto:oldfortplayersfm@gmail.com
mailto:oldfortplayersfm@gmail.com
http://www.oldfortplayers.com
http://www.oldfortplayers.com
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Life is a journey of miles

TRAVEL - Continued from Page 1

Travel, sometimes two times a week to the Digestive Health Center, became the
name of the game.

An hour here and an hour there. On Thursday it was 4.5 hours from Rochester
back to her home in West Burlington. Then home to repack and take a quick nap,
then off to St. Louis for about four hours of sleep before heading to the airport.

I got there at about 4:50 a.m. for my 6 a.m. flight. Checked in without a hiccup
and checked one bag. It was free because I used some points on my credit card to
get the flight.

I was off to security in under 10 minutes. Sweet. I'll have time for a sandwich
and a ginger ale. I drink ginger ale on flights to keep my stomach settled. A
breakfast sandwich usually helps with that, too.

I went down the escalator to Gate C and about threw up my sandwich. The
line through security was all the way to St. Charles and I had about 50 minutes
to get to my gate. After about 10 minutes of standing there and moving slightly
an aide standing near the line looked my way. I stepped out of the line, a huge
gamble at this point, and told her I didn’t fly very often and didn’t realize the
line through security would be that long. I told her about my flight time and she
suggested I sign up for Clear. With a quick scan of my fingertips, face, and eyes,
and 14-day free trial, I was ushered to the front of the line, where a gentleman
looked at my boarding pass and moved me to the front and through an empty
security line.

Five minutes later I was walking down the gateway looking for C18.

There I took a motion sickness pill and a Xanax and went to get a bottle of wa-
ter. I looked up at the flight board and they were boarding in 5 minutes, but they
had already gone through Groups 1-4.

I slipped into a magazine stand and got a warm bottle of water. Their coolers
were down.

I had a lot of extra points because this particular card I signed up for midflight
the last time I went to NYC and they gave me a 50,000 point bonus. So this time
I flew business class. I'm 6-3 so the extra leg room was phenomenal. The motion
sickness and anti-anxiety drugs kicked in and I put on Creed III. A decent movie.

When the movie ended we were already in descent. I looked out the window
one time and saw the Hudson bay and then “errrrt” the wheels touched and the
brakes hit. We rolled straight into our gate and I was the first one off the plane.

Our daughter Taylor was performing in another play in the SoHo district and
our travel to this location was via Uber. Traffic on a Saturday morning was a bad
as you can imagine, but we got there with about 15 minutes to spare.

I love seeing her on stage. This story line was two veteran men who were mar-
ried, but one was suffering through Alzheimer’s and could no longer recognize
his husband. Taylor played the couple’s daughter, the main female lead in the
hour-long production.

These level of NYC productions have little stage support so it’s mostly the
actors having the attention of the small audience. So when she was up there, to
me, the lights are only on her. Everyone else seems to be in a dull purple haze, but
she’s bright as the sun.

It took me an eight-hour drive, a two-hour flight, a 40 minute cab ride, and a
30 minute Uber ride to get to see her, for the second time, follow her dream.

I don't like to travel. It’s stressful and pushy and takes careful planning.

But I'll travel every day to see her on stage, and I'll travel every day to see mom
get healthy.

At some point — it has to pay off.

This travel also has involved quite a bit of walking around the city. We typical-
ly move about 20 miles over a four-day stint. It’s a small price to pay — and very
much Beside the Point.

Chuck Vandenberg is editor and co-owner of Pen City Current and can be
reached Charles. V@pencitycurrent.com.

Crusaders split games to start week

BY JOHN

BOHNENKAMP
PCC Sports

WEST POINT — It’s the
close losses.

The errors.

The lack of that timely
hit that can make a differ-
ence.

A lot has piled up on
Holy Trinity’s softball team
in the last week, and it’s led
to frustration.

Monday’s 10-8 loss
to Columbus in an SEI
Superconference game was
the fifth consecutive defeat
for the Crusaders, and left
coach Loren Menke trying
to find the right words.

“We're just kind of
snake-bit right now;” Men-
ke said.

The streak started last
week in an 11-0 loss to
Louisa-Muscatine, but
since then the Crusaders
(4-8) have seen too many
close defeats. They lost
by one run in back-to-
back games to Highland
and Van Buren County,
then 4-0 to West Burling-
ton-Notre Dame on Friday.

“All of these losses,
they’ve all been to good op-
ponents,” Menke said. “It’s
not like we’re going out and

losing to bad teams. We're
playing good teams tough.
We're just not winning.
And it’s frustrating”

In this game, the Crusad-
ers would have innings that
were good — a two-run
second and a four-run
sixth — but they left the
bases loaded in both.

“We've got to get clutch
hits, and we’re not getting
those,” Menke said.

And on defense, the
Crusaders committed
seven errors, leading to five
unearned runs.

“We have to be better on
defense,” Menke said. “We
gave up four runs the other
night (against WB-ND),
but I think a couple of
those runs were unearned.
And then we had a bunch
tonight. We're giving other
teams too many opportu-
nities.”

Four errors came in Co-
lumbus’ four-run second
inning as the Wildcats took
a 5-2 lead. Columbus add-
ed three runs in the fourth
and one run each in the
fifth and sixth innings.

But Holy Trinity kept the
pressure on the Wildcats.
The Crusaders got two
runs in the fourth on Halie

Toyclup " 'tw‘ Copupiy et% vy, (o

EECOUNTY HEACTHDEPARTVENT
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Cain’s home run.

Then came the biggest
outburst in the sixth. Cain
had a sacrifice fly, Brooke
Mueller had a run-scoring
single and Kayla Box and
Sydney Jarvis had RBIs on
bases-loaded walks. But
Columbus pitcher Kenne-
dy Woepking struck out
Rachel Menke to end the
inning.

The Crusaders didn't get
anything going in a 1-2-3
seventh inning.

“If we could have gotten
a couple on, we had the
top of the order coming up
and we could have had a
chance,” Menke said.

Cain and Mueller each
had two hits for the Cru-
saders.

Columbus’ Lily Coil hit
for the cycle, scoring three
runs. The Wildcats had 15
hits.

On Tuesday, the Crusad-
ers fell 14-5 to Central Lee
dropping their SEI Super-
conference record to 3-5
and 4-9 overall.

HTC had a 5-0 lead after
the first inning and a half,
but couldn’t hold on as the
Lady Hawks put up eight
in the bottom of the fifth to
pull away.

AGGIDENT & INJURY LAW

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com



https://www.LeeCountyHD.org
https://pothitakislaw.com/
mailto:Charles.V@pencitycurrent.com
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PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
AGENDA
FORT MADISON
PUBLIC LIBRARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Thursday, June 15, 2023
5:30 P.M.
Sheaffer Meeting Room
and Online

Optional Electronic
Meeting

The option of attending
the meeting electronical-
ly is being offered. You
can participate in the
meeting via telephone
and can comment on an
agenda item by joining
the Zoom meeting. Using
your telephone, dial (312)
626 6799 and enter the
meeting ID (843 3522
1944) when prompted. If

you have trouble connect-
ing to the meeting, please
call (319) 372-5721.

I. Excused absences

II. Approval of Agenda —

[ll. Public Comments

IV. Approval of minutes

V. Approval of the Bills

VI. Correspondence

VII. Director’s Report

a. Financial

b. Personnel

c. Programming

d. Collection Develop-
ment

e. Operations

f. Facilities

g. Professional

h. Reports to City
Council

VIII. Unfinished Busi-
ness

a. Possible action on
library cameras and key

card access system

IX. New Business

a. Review Credit Card
Policy

b. Review Building
Maintenance Fund Policy

c. Review updated per-
sonnel manual

X. Upcoming Events
and Information

Next Meeting July 20,
2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEE COUNTY BOARD
OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
May 15, 2023

The Lee County Board
of Supervisors met at
the Lee County Admin-

istration Building in Fort
Madison on Monday, May
15, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.

Present: Garry Seyb,
Ron Fedler, Matt Pflug,
Chuck Holmes and Tom
Schulz.

All votes are unanimous
unless indicated other-
wise.

The Board opened the
meeting by reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Pflug, sec-
onded by Fedler, to ap-
prove the agenda. Motion
carried.

At 10:01 a.m. Seyb
opened a public hearing
on proposed plans for
a Maintenance Shed in
West Point. There were
no comments received
before the hearing and

no comments received
during the hearing. At
10:02 a.m. a motion was
made by Pflug to close
the public hearing. Fedler
seconded the motion.
Motion carried.

Moved by Holmes,
seconded by Schulz, to
approve the plans, speci-
fications, form of contract
and estimated cost of
the Maintenance Shed
in West Point. Motion
carried.

There was no Public
Input.

Moved by Holmes,
seconded by Pflug, to ap-
prove renewal for employ-
ee Health Insurance with
Wellmark. Motion carried.

Moved by Fedler,
seconded by Holmes,

to approve renewal for
employee dental and life
insurance with Met Life.
Motion carried.

Moved by Pflug, sec-
onded by Holmes, to ap-
prove an amendment to
the Fiscal Year 2023 lowa
Department of Transpor-
tation Secondary Roads
Budget. Motion carried.

Moved by Pflug,
seconded by Schulz, to
approve an amendment
to the Fiscal Year 2023
County Budget and set
Tuesday, May 30, 2023 at
10:01 a.m. at the County
Administration Building as
the date, time and loca-
tion for public hearing for
the amendment. Roll call:
Pflug-aye, Schulz-aye,
Holmes-aye, Fedler-aye

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent

2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm Llfe Insurance Company (Not licensed
nMA,

St ite F rmLf and Accident Assurance
(L censed in NV and wi)
nnnnnnnnn

Company

2001574

Life insurance

can be life-
changing

Life won't always go as
planned. That's why there’s
life insurance. It can help you
protect your family’s future,
no matter what happens.
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm'

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who

needs bugs?”

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICE BUSINESS

Monthly

Only

$5000

2x2 Business Card Size Ad
with Social Media

OR

150 classified line ad with your logo only $24%°

Place your ad online 24/7
lassifieds@penci

Email your ad to

ncitycurrent.com
urrent.com

Call Lee today
319.371.4125

1728 Mai
Keokuk, IA 52632

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments

www.keokukautocredit.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

uonodII0H

spJden ssauisng

Vinyl Banners

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IR

Posters Art
Supplies
Printing
Office
Furniture
Trifold Brochures

s19.312.211
doddprinting.com

ENIOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

Generations of Great Service

» 24 Hour Service
* FREE Estimates
* Servicing All Makes

FullService HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding
areas with over 30 Years Experience!

Ft.Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas:877-380-4328

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com



https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES

and Seyb-aye. Motion
carried.

Moved by Holmes,
seconded by Pflug, to
approve a Service Agree-
ment with the lowa State
Association of Counties
for the HIPAA Program.
Motion carried.

Moved by Schulz, sec-
onded by Holmes, to ap-
prove a draft agreement
with Poepping, Stone and
Bach for Architectural
Services for the Keokuk
EMS Building. Motion
carried.

Moved by Fedler,
seconded by Holmes,
to approve the Consent
Agenda that includes
the May 8, 2023 Board

HELP
WANTED

Dupont Employee
Credit Union

Part-Time
Assistant
Office Manager

After training is completed,
the hours will be Tuesday &
Thursday evenings from 4:00
pm —7:00 pm and one morn-
ing a week from 7:30 am —
11:00 am for an average of
9 hours a week. Plus, you
will cover the office manag-
er's vacation and sick days.
Starting wage will be $18 per
hour with an increase when
training is completed and the
potential for annual increas-
es.

QUALIFICATIONS & RE-
SPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE,
BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

* Demonstrates the ability
to hold CONFIDENTIAL
information and displays
honesty and high ethical
standards

» Strives for high custom-
er satisfaction, is helpful,
pleasant, and approach-

able

« Keyboarding/typing
skills

* Computer knowledge;

Microsoft Word, Excel,
Email & Internet

* Answering and making
phone calls

* Ability to work with min-
imal supervision while
performing duties

* High school or equiva-
lent (Required)

* Process daily mail
and various customer
transactions (deposits,
withdrawals, transfers,
loan requests, loan pay-
ments, daily close &
balance ledgers) while
complying with policies
and procedures

« Balance monthly check
register, savings ac-
counts and process CD
investment statement

There are no benefits with
this job, you will get a paid
holiday (3 hours) if a plant
holiday lands on a Tuesday
or Thursday.

Interested applicants — email
resume to dupontecu@
gmail.com or call 319-376-
5237, application deadline is
July 3rd.

minutes, the payment of
claims for the week, a
Class C Retail Alcohol
License for Fat Jimmy’s
Smoke House and Spirits,
for the period May 1,
2023 through April 30,
2024 and a Class C
Retail Alcohol License for
Keokuk Hy-Vee catering
an event at Small Grand
Things, for the period
June 8, 2023 through
June 12, 2023. Motion
carried.

Moved by Pflug,
seconded by Schulz, to
approve a new hire for
the Sheriff’s Office, Austin
Wagenhauser, Depu-
ty, $25.25/hr., effective
5/20/23. Motion carried.

Committee Reports:
Pflug reported on a 911
Board meeting. Fedler re-
ported on a RUSS Board
meeting. Holmes reported
on a Conservation Board
meeting. Schulz reported
on a Regional Mental
Health Board meeting
and a Community Action
Board meeting. Seyb
reported on a Keokuk
Economic Development
Board meeting.

At 11:20 a.m. it was
moved by Pflug, second-
ed by Fedler, to adjourn
the meeting. Motion car-
ried. The next meeting will
be held on Monday, May
22,2023 at 10:00 a.m. at
the Administration Build-
ing in Fort Madison.

Garry Seyb, Chairman

Attest: Denise Fraise,
Lee County Auditor

Claims paid
May 15, 2023

ABC Fire Extng Sales,
maint.................... 1011.10
Agrineed, splys... 1324.22
All Seasons Music Thera-
py Lind, svs........... 197.00
Alliant Energy, svs .. 80.85
Alliant Energy, svs
............................ 9713.34
Animal House Pet Shop,
101 PO 3.00
Ape & Sons, LLC, svs
............................ 1435.60
Armstrong Tractor, LLC,
parts......cccoceeeeiiinnnne 62.88
AssuredPartners Great
Plains, svs .......... 3528.00
AutoZone, Inc., parts
................................ 56.99
Baker Concrete, svs
........................ 145013.00
Bates Sntatn/Asphlt, svs
.............................. 720.00
Belle Plaine, City of, edu
............................ 9548.21
Benco Dental Co., splys
.............................. 227.03
Emily Biddenstadt, exps
................................ 21.00
Blessing Health Keokuk
Clinic, svs ............. 260.00
Jackie Booth, exps

Bound Tree Medical,
LLC,, splys.......... 2836.37
Brightree Home Health,
SVS i, 3263.50
CenturyLink, svs..... 70.81
Cerro Gordo County Audi-
tor, dues......cccee..... 50.00

Child Abuse Prevention
Council, exps........ 500.00
Amy Cook, exps ... 151.00
Margaret Cook, exps
.............................. 172.50
Culligan, water........ 81.94
Laura DeFord, exps
.............................. 100.50
RK Dixon Co, equip
.............................. 656.43
Dodd Prtg/Stat, splys
.............................. 205.00
Douds Stone LLC., matl

SVS ittt 709.00

pitals, edu................. 8.50
Becky Fader, exps

SVS tiitiiiiiieeieeians 375.00

T Forseen, svs........ 23.00
French-Reneker-Assc,

Garner FoodMart, fuel
............................ 1031.37
Becky Gaylord, exps
................................ 40.00
GB Auto Service, Inc., svs

Geotechnics, svs.. 162.00
Nancy Granaman, svs
............................ 1553.65
Gray Quarries Inc., splys
.............................. 140.58
Great Prairie AEA, svs

GRRWA, svs..... 13441.00
Griffin Muffler/Brake Ctr,
parts/svs................. 250.11
Jessica Hall, exps

Amy Hayes, exps.... 69.00
Rachel Heidbreder, exps
................................ 18.00
Hellige Lawn Care, svs
.............................. 630.00
Heritage Med Equp, splys
.............................. 244.00
NHirte, exps.......... 278.00
Hope Haven, svs
............................ 1992.00
Jamee Hudson, exps
................................ 51.00
Benjamin Hull, safety
.............................. 262.15
IHS Pharmacy, splys
.............................. 103.92
IA Sec/State, svs
............................ 1220.52
IA State Pen, meals
............................ 7500.00
Jays Auto, svs....... 312.14
Susan Jeffries, exps
.............................. 219.50
Jet Gas, fuel ....... 7329.95
Janie Johnson, exps

Keltek, Inc., parts.. 915.66
Jon Kemper, safety

Riverfront Brdctg, publ
.............................. 250.00
King-Lynk Fnrl, svs
............................ 1200.00
Kohlmorgan Hlg, svs
.............................. 967.50
Breanna Kramer Ries-
berg, exps............... 92.00
Scott Landon, svs... 52.50
Lee Co Atty, postage
.............................. 538.42
Lee Co Auditor, postage
.............................. 212.76
Lee County Treasurer,
Claim Costs....... 21795.02
Lynch Dallas, svs
............................ 9000.00

McFarland/Swan, splys

............................ 1207.60
Megan B. Photography,
SVS ciiiiereiininrnennns 300.00

Ted Menke, exps .. 208.64
Mid Country Machinery,
Inc., parts............ 1656.72
MidAmerican Energy, gas
.............................. 255.22
Midwest Group Benefits,
INC., SVS .ccoervvennn. 975.10
Olive Miller, exps .. 434.50
Daily Gate City, publ
.............................. 314.50
Laurie Mullins, exps
.............................. 191.00
NAPA Auto, parts
............................ 2098.06
JJ Nichting Co, parts
........................... 11256.37
Nat'l Research, svs
............................ 3583.58
O’Reilly Automotive, Inc.,
parts........ccccevenene 769.98
Onmedia, adv....... 840.00
Optum Phrmcy Svs, splys
.............................. 892.16

PATC, splys............. 84.00
Rachael Patterson Rahn,
1) (oL T 385.50
Pen City Current, adv
.............................. 652.50
Petersen Court Report-
ers, Inc., svs ......... 142.50
Pilot Grove Svgs Bnk,
SPIYS v 433.00
Prairie Farms Dairy, splys
.............................. 221.20
Bridget Prado, well plug
.............................. 807.86

RicohUSA, splys... 491.49
S.J. Smith Co., Inc., parts

................................ 15.73
Safelite Fulfillment, Inc.,
SVS i, 574.30

Sammy’s Ballfield Philip
Kruse, refund........ 400.00
Sanofi Pasteur, splys
.............................. 191.94
Julia Saunders, exps
................................ 90.00
SIADSA, svs....... 2400.00
State Hygienic Lab, svs
.............................. 125.00
Stericycle, svs....... 579.67

Sherry Stice, exps .. 32.00
Raegan Swainey, exps
.............................. 189.00
Michelle Terhune, exps
.............................. 530.00
Steven Thompson, exps
.............................. 105.00

US Cell, svs........ 1452.75
Christine Van Berkum,

Vertical Communications
Reques, svs........ 1573.89
Vigen Mmrl Home, svs
............................ 2400.00
Tiffanie Vradenburg, exps
................................ 59.25
Leslie J. Wessel, svs
............................ 1220.00
West Point Utility, svs
.............................. 390.31
Benjamin Robert Wyatt,
SVS oo, 100.00
Bobbi Zinnert, exps
.............................. 414.50

VROOM. VROOM.

Get Pre-Approved in Seconds.

*maybe even faster than this car gets to 60, just sayin’!

www.JimBaier.com

Click here to visit us online now



mailto:dupontecu@gmail.com
mailto:dupontecu@gmail.com
http://www.JimBaier.com
http://EndFamilyFire.org
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Bowen says title offered reflection on his beginnings

BOWEN - Continued from Page 1

You're hugging the guys, and the next thing you
know, everything is there, we're standing on stage,
celebrating with the fans. That made it cool — to
do it at home.”

But what made it special was a chance to cel-
ebrate with his family — his wife Wendy, his
daughter Isabel, and his sons Ben and Zachary.
Bowen’s brother, Tyler, also made it to Denver
for the game, as did former Iowa teammate Kent
McCausland.

“Being able to celebrate with the family was
really special,” Bowen said. “All of the things we've
missed over the years, it doesn’t make up for it, but
it does make it feel a little better. The basketball
games, my daughter graduating from college. I
made it to my son’s graduation, but I didn’t get to
go to his graduation party. I missed out on a lot,
but to have a chance to celebrate with everybody
was pretty awesome.

“Having my brother come in and be a part of it
was really special. Being there with him was pretty
incredible. It was great for him to be there. He'’s
been on this journey, too. He’s been my No. 1 fan
since way back when. He’s been there from Day 1

Sy Cmpes

are’happy because they'know
they have the strength & experience of
Fullenkamp Insurance beside them.

Auto + Boats « RVs « Motoreycles

FULLENKAMP
INSURANCE

307 5th Street West Point
319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208
Monday through Friday 7:30-5
& Saturday 8:30-11 or by appointment

www.Fullenkamplins.com

Bowen, a Fort Madison High School graduate
who was a four-year starter at Iowa, played 12
professional seasons, 10 in the NBA. Five of those
seasons were with the Nuggets, and when his play-
ing career concluded after the 2009-10 he went
into coaching.

He spent one season as Iowa’s video coordinator
under coach Fran McCaffery before working for
two seasons as an assistant with the Nuggets. He
spent two seasons as an assistant coach for the
Sacramento Kings under coach Michael Malone,
then moved back to the Nuggets when Malone
became the head coach there.

“It was just how we did it here that made it
special,” Bowen said. “We built through the dratft,
with Nikola (Jokic), and Jamal (Murray), and Mi-
chael Porter, and just staying patient with it. There
was never panic, going back to when we missed
getting in the playoffs in Game 82 (in 2018), to
making the playoffs and losing. Going through the
injuries, and coming back. It’s just really special”

There wasn’t much time to celebrate — Bow-
en had to go to an NBA draft workout Tuesday
morning, with the draft looming next Thursday.

“Our front office, they've got to get ready,” Bow-
en said. “They’re all hands on deck for the draft.

The Right Tools Make All the

DIEFERENG

Find them at Complete Rental

SAVE 20"

Lawn & Garden Rentals

Images for
reference only.
Actual product

may vary.

Complete Rental
(319) 372-8105

www.CompleteRentalFM.com

*Offer good through June 26, 2023. Not good with any other offer.

We were giving those guys a little bit of flak, like,

“You're really scheduling a workout the day after?
“There’s the draft, and then there’s the Summer

League. We'll get some time off at the end of July”

First, though, there is the team’s parade through
downtown Denver on Thursday.

“I made it a point last year when the Avs won
(the NHLSs Stanley Cup) — I wanted to go watch
the parade,” Bowen said. “I took the kids down
there, we stood in line, we watched the fire trucks
go by. And the kids were like, “That’s going to be
you next year. I was like, T don’t know about that’
But here we are. That’s going to be another one of
those moments when it really sinks in. Tm on a
fire truck going through downtown Denver right
now.”

Bowen reflected on how his journey started in
Fort Madison.

“I think back to everyone who had a part in it,”
he said. “I think back to any coach I had, not just
in high school, but middle school, too. I think
back to George Wright, who started an AAU
program when we were in fifth grade. Jim Decker
coached us. And it went from there.

“And then in high school, Mr. (Jim) Knapp, Mr.
(Mark) Bigler, Mr. (Dean) Hogan. It’s special to
think about them. And I hope they know how
special they were to me, all of the people along the
way. It’s amazing to think that this could happen
to me, and I appreciate everyone who has been
there with me”

Open 7 Days A Week

DAILY SPECIALS

Breakfast All Day
(319) 372-5759

5102 Ave. O, Fort Madison, IA 52627



https://www.GreatRiverHealth.org
https://www.FullenkampIns.com
https://www.CompleteRentalFM.com
https://www.facebook.com/fortcolonyrestaurant/?epik=dj0yJnU9Z2QtNFZiLVliTFl2RnJPTlJjaURPM1VfWHRtMWN1dHYmcD0wJm49RFpiY3RUb3dUNEdPTENZaXZHYVNTUSZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZjJF
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/?epik=dj0yJnU9UWJHc1BOX2l0S1MwdngyZUctcVBFSE9CaXBuYmJUT0QmcD0wJm49TWUyamRYTjBlcXJVcFZqNDdBX3JCdyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2Z2Jv

TUNMEL TO TOWERS
MATIONAL RUN, WALE & CLIMB SERIES
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RUN. WALK. HONOR.
TUES DAY’ DONNELLSON FIRE DEPARTMENT

616 N, Main Streat

.’ U LY 4 Donnellson, 1A 52625

RACE STARTS AT 7:30AM donnellson@t2t.org
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