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Thurmans help SCC to title

BLACKHAWKS:  Schulte gets 700th win after losing father previous day.

Was good to 
see former 
Hounds in 
dugout again

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

BURLINGTON – SCC Head Coach Justin Schulte re-
cruits on his record of winning one-run games.

That small-ball mentality just landed him his 700th win 
and a trip to the NJCAA Division II World Series next 
week in Enid, Oklahoma.

The Blackhawks defeated Williston State out of Willis-
ton North Dakota Saturday 3-2 to take the North Plains 
Championship two games to 1.

Southeastern split a doubleheader with the Tetons on 
Friday winning the second game 6-1 after losing game one 

3-1.
“If you look at our one-run record we gotta be 8-2 or 

7-1, we’ve won a lot of close games,” Schulte said after the 
emotional win.

“I’ve coached a long time and we’ve won almost 200 one-
run games in my career. That’s 25% of my career. We’ve 
played .700 baseball in one-run games in my career. I show 
that to recruits.

“That’s how I coach. That’s how I teach.”
SCC took an early 1-0 lead into the fourth inning. With 

runners at 1st and 3rd an infield hit to second slipped 

COUNTY NEWS
Central Lee/HTC enter into shared football agreement for 2023/24

DONNELLSON  — The Central Lee Communi-
ty School District Board of Education approved a 
28E sharing agreement for football with Holy Trin-
ity Catholic Schools at its May board meeting.

The sharing agreement is for grades 7-12 and 
will be for two years. It is the first sharing agree-

ment Central Lee has had for football and the 
district’s first sharing agreement with HTC Schools 
for any sport. The agreement will be in place for 
the 2023 and 2024 football seasons. 

“We believe this sharing agreement is a win-win 
for both schools,” said Wes McGraw, Central Lee 

Activities Director. “It provides HTC a partner so 
that their students can play football. We also feel 
the additional players HTC can provide will give 
us some additional depth, allowing us to be more 
competitive at both the varsity and junior varsity 

I rarely get out to cover college 
sports.

Our staff at Pen City Current isn’t 
built for it and I’m not a fan of “dab-
bling” here and there.

There’s too much emotion in cover-
ing one kids’ college escapades but not 
another and it would take about six 
more of me.

But Saturday was a bit of a special 
day for a couple Fort Madison kids.

Jason and Vasin Thurman were part 
of the SCC men’s baseball team that 
punched its ticket to the NJCAA Divi-
sion II World Series in Enid, Oklaho-
ma starting May 27.

It’s the first time Head Coach Justin 
Schulte has taken a team to the World 
Series since 2014 when the Black-
hawks went 1-2.

They did it with some late inning 
small ball and some solid relief pitch-
ing at Community Field in Burling-
ton.

But the joy was watching the Thur-

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

The SCC Blackhawks hoist the North Plains Regional Championship trophy Saturday at Community 
Field in Burlington. The Blackhawks open NJCAA Division II World Series play May 27th in Enid, Okla..

See SCC, page 5

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
MON 22 May.......................................... Mostly sunny & warm, 81º F/ 56º F
TUE 23 May........................................................Sunny & warm, 83º F/ 59º F
WED 24 May......................................................Sunny & warm, 82º F/ 54º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 05/20...................... 4 11 15 18 19, Star Ball: 1 All Star Bonus: 3
LUCKY FOR LIFE 05/20........................................ 13 23 30 34 39, Lucky Ball: 13
MEGA MILLIONS 05/19........................ 5 11 41 44 55, Mega Ball: 14 Megaplier: 2
PICK 3 MIDDAY 05/18, 05/19, 05/20........................................6 9 9, 9 4 5, 7 7 7
PICK 3 EVENING 05/18, 05/19, 05/20......................................8 1 5, 3 3 8, 8 1 5
PICK 4 MIDDAY 05/18, 05/19, 05/20............................... 0 9 4 1, 9 1 3 1, 8 7 3 7
PICK 4 EVENING 05/18, 05/19, 05/20...........................3 0 9 4, 2 2 4 8, 9 2 4 1
POWERBALL 05/20..........................17 23 32 38 63, Powerball: 23 Power Play: 2

See THURMANS, page 9

See THURMANS, page 2

See AGREEMENT, page 3

https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://EndFamilyFire.org
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pen-city-current


2 - Pen City Current - Monday, May 22, 2023

Scene Around Town/Iowa News

Home • Auto • Commercial • Bonds • Farm • 
Crop • Health • Life • Disability

When Disaster Strikes,
Know You’re Protected

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208
Monday through Friday 7:30-5 & Saturday 8:30-11 or by appointment

www.FullenkampIns.com

FULLENKAMP INSURANCE

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Ft. Madison East
(319) 372-3614

Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-4882

West Burlington
(319) 753-2515

New London
(319) 367-2311

Mediapolis
(319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993

Now accepting new patients

FOR YOUR WHOLE

FAMILY
GENTLE, CARING DENTISTRY

• Family Dentistry
• Teeth Whitening
• Dental Implants
• Extractions

The Light Up The Sky This 4th of July campaign moves forward with a 
contribution from Jim Baier, Inc., above, as they show their continued 
support to the community event. Pictured is Tim Gobble, Executive 
Director Fort Madison Partners, and Jamie Baier. Below, The fireworks 
campaign got a start from Family Dentistry- Dr. Mark Pothitakis & Asso-
ciates. The 2023 fundraising campaign, led by the Fort Madison 
Part-ners, has started to help offset the costs for the 4th of July 
fireworks display with the Mighty Mississippi as its backdrop. Pictured 
is Gobble and Dr. Mark Pothitakis.  If interested in contributing to 
the fireworks campaign, please contact the Fort Madison Partners 
office. Pictured is Gobble and Dr. Mark Pothitakis.

Courtesy photos

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

WASHINGTON D.C. –U.S. Represen-
tatives Mariannette Miller-Meeks (IA-01), 
Chairwoman of the House Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Health, 
Mike Bost (IL-12), Chair of the House Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, Jack Bergman 
(MI-01), Aumua Amata Radewagen (AS-
00), Greg Murphy (NC-03), Derrick Van 
Orden (WI-03), Jen Kiggans (VA-02), and 
Nancy Mace (SC-01) today introduced the 
Veteran Care Improvement Act, legislation 
to improve and expand VA health services. 
Most notably, the Veteran Care Improve-
ment Act will incentivize partnerships 
between the VA and community providers.  
“Our men and women in uniform dedicate 
their lives to protecting our nation, and 
it’s our duty to ensure they receive the best 
possible care—both during and after their 
service,” said Miller-Meeks. “Improving the 
quality and accessibility of care for veterans 
has remained one of my top priorities in 
Congress, and I’m proud to lead this im-
portant piece of legislation.”

 “Our veterans have earned world class 
healthcare and deserve no less than timely 
access to it. I applaud Health Chairwoman 
Mariannette Miller-Meeks’ introduction of 
the Veteran Care Improvement Act of 2023 
to provide just that and continue to positive-
ly transform the VA healthcare system,” said 
Bost. “Specifically, this bill would set a base-

line expectation for timeliness of care and 
establish an access standard for Substance 
Abuse Disorder treatment, which, following 
our oversight hearing on substance abuse, 
we know is long overdue. This bill also 
addresses head-on issues we’ve continued 
to hear about community care access. I am 
grateful to Chairwoman Miller-Meeks for 
her leadership and commitment to provid-
ing our former servicemembers with the 
best care catered to their individual needs.”

 The Veteran Care Improvement Act 
would continue to make the VA health care 
system more accessible and accountable to 
those in need of its services.

It would codify current access standards, 
setting a baseline expectation for timeliness 
of care.

It would establish a defined access 
standard for the provision of residential 
substance abuse treatment, recognizing that 
when a veteran decides that help is needed, 
time is of the essence.

It would require VA to be more transpar-
ent with veterans when they are deciding 
their best options for care, whether in the 
VA or in the community.

It would create a pilot program through 
the Center for Innovation to incentivize how 
community providers interact with VA, cre-
ating a more collaborative and value-based 
approach.

Miller-Meeks sponsors VA act

https://www.FullenkampIns.com
https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
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Complete Rental
(319) 372-8105

www.CompleteRentalFM.com Tents & Accessories

on your tent rental
SAVE 20%

Folks who purchased tickets for the YMCA/FM Rotary Steak Fry lined up at the rodeo arena 
shelter house Thursday night. Ticket sales were well over 300.

Courtesy Photo

levels.”
The sharing agreement will add students to 

Central Lee’s Basic Educational Data (BED) counts 
for football, but will not elevate the team to 3A. 
Central Lee will continue to compete in 2A for 
the next two years. The 28E agreement states that 
if, in future district cycles, Central Lee would be 
propelled to 3A, the district may elect to end the 
agreement. 

“We are excited to have HTC partner with us 
for football,” said Dr. Andy Crozier, Central Lee 
Superintendent. “We are mindful of where we 
are enrollment-wise for future district cycles. I’m 
confident that we will remain in 2A for the next 
four years, but both schools will likely see enroll-
ment increases in the future. We feel it is import-
ant to be transparent with HTC about what might 
happen if we were to be bumped to 3A down the 
road.”

Central Lee Head Coach Doug Dodds and his 
staff will be visiting HTC in the near future to 
meet with student-athletes and welcome them to 
the Central Lee football program.

AGREEMENT - Continued from Page 1

New agreement 
won’t bump Hawks 

into higher class 

Got a
news tip?

Call Chuck
(319)371.1670

DES MOINES, IOWA – Iowa’s sea-
sonally adjusted unemployment rate 
dropped to 2.7 percent in April from 2.8 
percent in March while the state’s labor 
force added 4,300 new workers. The total 
number of Iowans with jobs increased 
to 1,681,400 in April, up 5,800 from the 
month before.

In comparison, the U.S. unemployment 
rate dropped to 3.4 percent in March.

Iowa’s labor force participation rate 
increased to 68.3 percent, up from 68.2 
percent last month. The number of un-
employed Iowans decreased to 46,800 in 
April from 48,300 in March.

“Iowa continues to have a strong labor 
market, and fantastic opportunities 
remain for those seeking jobs,” said Beth 
Townsend, Director of Iowa Workforce 
Development. “Manufacturing, health 

care, and retail grew significantly in April 
despite the external pressures of high 
inflation and rising interest rates that 
were felt in other industries. Iowa is the 
land of opportunity, and IWD can help 
make connections between workers and 
employers looking for help.”

A survey of Iowa businesses (separate 
from the survey of individuals used to 
create the unemployment rate) showed 
that Iowa establishments shed a slight 300 
jobs between March and April, lowering 
total nonfarm employment to 1,592,800 
jobs. This was the first loss since Novem-
ber 2022. Private services showed some 
weakness in April (-1,800 jobs), mostly 
within professional and business services. 
These losses were partially offset by gains 
in goods-producing establishments. Gov-
ernment gained 600 jobs.

State jobless rate drops .1%

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/?epik=dj0yJnU9N2ViNzdXTm5jc1BhRXVlU2V3aUtLTThWME9XWlhLcWImcD0wJm49VThVb2lZZ3N5T2szMTh5LXlmWWw5dyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmlB
https://www.CompleteRentalFM.com
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672

Medicare Certified

Your Choice for Compassionate Hospice Care

Hospice Services include

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in Iowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in Illinois

24/7 on-call nursing staff • Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits • Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance • Volunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

www.LeeCountyHD.org

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Providing comforting end-of-life care since 1989

https://www.LeeCountyHD.org
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Makayla Morrison

319-469-3951
www.PilotGroveSavingsBank.com

Donnellson | Fairfield | Fort Madison | Houghton | Keokuk | Mt. Pleasant | Packwood | Pilot Grove | West Burlington | West Point | Winfield

Gabriel Lovell Olivia Rule

Now booking your flights from Burlington to St. Louis & Chicago O’Hare aT
FLY SOUTHERN AIRWAYS EXPRESS

IFlySouthern.com Get There Faster

under the baserunner making a difficult play for the 
Blackhawks’ Taichi Nakao at secon negating a poten-
tial double play.

Schulte argued for runner interference but got no 
love from either the infield or plate umpire and the 
run tied things up at 1 each.

SCC would get out of the inning holding the tie 
and Schulte had a few more words with the umpires 
between innings.

The Blackhawks would get the run back in the bot-
tom of the fourth when Fort Madison’s Vasin Thur-
man led off with a single to left that was misplayed 
allowing him to slip into scoring position.

He would advance to third on a wild pitch and then 
come around on an RBI single from Sam Skarich for 
a 2-1 lead.

The Tetons would get to starter Mason Behn to tie 
things up again at 2, forcing the sophomore from the 
game in favor of Will Hoernemann and eventually 
Gage Pearson, neither of whom gave up a run the rest 
of the way.

The Hawks needed a 6-4-3 double play with a run-
ner on to get out of a dicey top of the 7th and then 
went to work in the bottom half. Skarich reached on 
a walk to lead things off and advanced to third on a 
key single on a Marcus Beatty’s single. Nakao would 
then drive a ball to the warning track in left,  plating 
Skarich with the winning run.

Beatty would also track down the ball in left field to 
end the game and set off the celebration at Commu-
nity Field.

The win was even more special for Schulte who lost 
his father after Friday’s game to a short illness.

“It was tough. I’m starting to wind down,” Schulte 
said. “I left the game yesterday before I talked to the 
kids. I got here this morning and wanted to address 
with them on what I would have talked to them 
about last night.

“That was really hard. I had to explain my dad’s 
gone. But my dad would be proud as hell. He loved 
my career – loves my career. He’s proud as a peacock 
right now. I’m sure he’s looking down laughing.”

Thurman, and his brother Jason, who played for 
Fort Madison through 2021, will be making the trip 
to Oklahoma with the Blackhawks.  Thurman said 
thoughts of Schulte’s loss were fresh in the minds of 
the players, but they had a job to do.

“We’re going out there to just play the game. We 
knew that was in the back of all our minds, but ev-
eryone was locked in before the game wanting to get 
a job done and get to Oklahoma.”

Vasin Thurman said he knew coming into the 
program, that they would have a shot at something 
special.

“The way this program is ran, and especially the 
way it’s coached, we knew we would be in a lot of 
baseball games and always have a chance to win. We 
put ourselves in a lot of those situations and came out 
on top and now we’re headed to Oklahoma,” he said.

Thuman has four home runs on the year in 100 at 
bats and with 24 RBIs and a .290 average.

Jason Thurman rotates into the infield depending 
on the pitching rotation for defensive purposes. Jason 
has 20 at bats in 20 games played.

Both will continue their college careers next year at 
Mid America Christian University in Oklahoma City.

Jason Thurman said the Blackhawks play to win the 
close games.

“We just go out every day and compete as hard as 
we can to give ourselves a shot to win,” he said.

Schulte said the Hawks struggled offensive-
ly through the series, but got solid efforts on the 
mound.

“We left an army on base all three games. It was 
gonna come down to trying to figure out how to get 
a run in late innings and Taichi got that sac fly and 
gave us the lead,” he said.

“From there I felt comfortable knowing if I needed 
to use three or four guys to get nine outs, I can do 
that. Gage and Will passed the baton and got it done.”

Games begin at the David Allen Memorial Ballpark 
in Enid on May 27. Pairings for the ten-team tourna-
ment are scheduled to be released May 23 at 10 a.m.

SCC - Continued from Page 1

Blackhawks 
start Division 

II World Series 
May 27

Former Bloodhound Vasin Thurman reacts after getting into scoring position with SCC tied at 1 
in Saturday’s North Plains Regional Championship at Community Field. Thurman would come 
around to score to give the Blackhawks a 2-1 lead in the 7th inning. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/get-started-with-an-advisor
https://www.IFlySouthern.com/
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Get Pre-Approved in Seconds.

*maybe even faster than this car gets to 60, just sayin’!

www.JimBaier.com
Click here to visit us online now
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PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa

Board of Supervisors
Agenda

DATE: Monday,
May 22, 2023

MEETING 
CONVENING TIME:

10:00 A.M. (CDT)
LOCATION:

933 Avenue H
Fort Madison, IA 

---AGENDA---

Board of Supervisors 
May 22, 2023, 10:00-

11:30 AM (America/Chi-
cago) 

Please join my meeting 
from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone. 

https://meet.goto.
com/201998405 

You can also dial in 
using your phone. 

Access Code: 201-998-
405 

United States: +1 (571) 
317-3122   

Get the app now and 
be ready when your first 
meeting starts: 

https://meet.goto.com/
install

If you would like to pose 
a question to the Board, 
please use the Chat 
feature and wait for the 
Chairman to address you. 
If you are participating by 
phone, please wait until 
everyone is done speak-
ing before addressing the 
Board. Please keep your 

microphone muted to 
cut down on background 
noise. If you are partic-
ipating by phone, press 
#6, this will mute your 
phone.

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
10:01 a.m. Public Hear-

ing to Establish Urban 
Renewal Area 

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Establishing 
Urban Renewal Area 

Public Input 
Discuss and Consid-

er Approval of the Lee 
County Resolution for the 
Mental Health Agency of 
Southeast Iowa 28E

Discuss and Consider 
Approval of the Mental 
Health Agency of South-
east Iowa 28E Member 
County Signature Page 
for Lee County

Consider Approval of 
Federal-Aid Agreement 
for Surface Transporta-
tion Block Grant for J40 
Resurfacing Project

Consider Approval of 
Health Insurance Premi-
ums

Discussion on Agree-
ment Between Denmark 
Fire Association and 
Denmark and Washington 
Townships

Consent Agenda
• Monday, May 15, 

2023 Board Minutes
• Claims for Payment
Personnel Actions:
A. Seasonal Hire- Con-

servation
Reports:
A. Sheriffs Monthly 

Report
B. Manure Manage-

ment Annual Update for 
Schwartz Farms in Marion 
Township

Commission or Com-
mittee Reports

Adjourn

Possible Workshop
to Follow

PUBLIC MEETING
CITIZENS WELCOME 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website:
www.leecounty.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE

THE NEXT SCHED-
ULED MEETING OF 
THE LEE COUNTY 
COMMISSION OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS 
WILL BE ON THURSDAY, 
MAY 25,2023 AT THE 
KEOKUK AMERICAN LE-
GION LOCATED AT 727 
MAIN STREET, KEOKUK, 
IA AT 12:00 NOON.

The agenda includes: 
0 requests for Veterans 
financial assistance, April 

2023 monthly financial 
report, minutes, and 
monthly client report. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEE COUNTY BOARD 

OF SUPERVISORS 
REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES
APRIL 24, 2023

The Lee County Board 
of Supervisors met at 
the Lee County Admin-
istration Building in Fort 
Madison on Monday, April 
24, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.

Present: Garry Seyb, 
Ron Fedler, Matt Pflug, 
Chuck Holmes and Tom 
Schulz.

All votes are unanimous 
unless indicated other-
wise.

The Board opened the 
meeting by reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Seyb amended the 
agenda removing ap-
proval to purchase a 
GMC pickup from Deery 
Brothers for Secondary 
Roads and an agreement 
with Met Life for dental 
and life insurance and 
adding a Destination 
Iowa Grant application 
for the Keokuk-Hamilton 
Dam Museum. Moved 
by Schulz, seconded by 
Pflug, to approve the 
amended agenda. Motion 
carried.

There was no Public 
Input.

Moved by Pflug, sec-
onded by Holmes, to ap-
prove replacing two clerks 
in the Treasurer’s Office. 
Motion carried.

Moved by Schulz, sec-
onded by Holmes, to ap-
prove replacing a Sheriff’s 
Deputy. Motion carried.

Moved by Holmes, 
seconded by Pflug, to 
approve the Employment 
Agreement with the Lee 
County Administrative 
Union, effective July 1, 
2023 through June 30, 
2024. Motion carried.

Moved by Pflug, 
seconded by Schulz, to 
approve the Employment 
Agreement with the Lee 
County Sheriff’s Union, 
effective July 1, 2023 
through June 30, 2025. 

Motion carried.
Moved by Holmes, 

seconded by Pflug, to 
approve the Personnel 
Policy Pay Grid, effective 
July 1, 2023 through June 
30, 2024. Motion carried.

Moved by Fedler, 
seconded by Pflug, to 
approve an amended 
agreement with the 
Keokuk-Hamilton Dam 
Museum for care of Estes 
Park, expiring April 23, 
2028. Motion carried.

Moved by Holmes, 
seconded by Fedler, to 
approve an application for 
a Destination Iowa Grant 
for the Keokuk-Hamilton 
Dam Museum. Motion 
carried.

Moved by Pflug, 
seconded by Schulz, to 
approve a Disaster Decla-
ration for Lee County for 
expected flooding. Motion 
carried.

Moved by Pflug, 
seconded by Holmes, to 
give the Building Study 
Committee permission to 
move ahead in the pro-
cess of selling the Coun-
ty-owned apartments in 
Fort Madison. Motion 
carried.

Moved by Pflug, 
seconded by Holmes, 
to approve Resolution 
#2023-59. Roll call: Pflug-
aye, Holmes-aye, Fed-
ler-aye, Schulz-aye and 
Seyb-aye.

RESOLUTION
NO. 2023-59

Resolution Setting Date 
for Public Hearing on 
Designation of the Lee 
County Urban Renewal 
Area Urban Renewal Area 
and on Urban Renewal 
Plan and Project

WHEREAS, a proposal 
has been made to the 
Board of Supervisors (the 
“Board”) of Lee County, 
Iowa (the “County”) which 
shows the desirability of 
designating a portion of 
the County as the Lee 
County Urban Renewal 
Area (the “Urban Renew-
al Area”), pursuant to the 
provisions of Chapter 
403, Code of Iowa; and

WHEREAS, under such 
proposal the real proper-

ty (the “Property”) lying 
within the boundaries set 
out in Exhibit A would be 
designated as the Urban 
Renewal Area; and

WHEREAS, this Board 
is desirous of obtaining as 
much information as pos-
sible from the residents of 
the County before making 
this designation; and

WHEREAS, a proposed 
urban renewal plan (the 
“Plan”) has been pre-
pared for the governance 
of projects and initiatives 
to be undertaken on 
the Property and which 
authorizes a certain initial 
urban renewal project 
to be undertaken in the 
Urban Renewal Area 
consisting of constructing, 
furnishing and equipping 
a new facility for use as 
the headquarters of the 
Lee County Health De-
partment; and

WHEREAS, portions 
of the Property lie within 
two miles of the incor-
porated limits of the City 
of Fort Madison, Iowa 
(the “City”), and pursuant 
to Section 403.17, the 
County must enter into a 
joint agreement (the “Joint 
Agreement”) with the 
City in order to exercise 
urban renewal authority 
over such portions of the 
Property; and

WHEREAS, it is now 
necessary that a date be 
set for a public hearing 
on the designation of the 
Urban Renewal Area and 
on the Plan;

NOW, THEREFORE, 
Be It Resolved by the 
Board of Supervisors 
of Lee County, Iowa, as 
follows:

This Board will meet at 
the County Administration 
Building, 933 Avenue H, 
Fort Madison Iowa on 
May 22, 2023, at 10:01 
a.m., at which time and 
place it will hold a public 
hearing on the desig-
nation of the proposed 
Urban Renewal Area 
described in the preamble 
hereof and on the pro-
posed Plan and Project 
for said Urban Renewal 
Area.

The County Auditor 
shall publish notice of 

http://www.JimBaier.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://meet.goto.com/201998405
https://meet.goto.com/201998405
https://meet.goto.com/install
https://meet.goto.com/install
http://www.leecounty.org
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Located at Conagra 2467 Henry Ladyn Dr., Fort Madison, IA

Open Interviews for Production Technicians
Weekly from 8-10am

Starting pay $19.90/hr
Advance to $21.64/hr within 12 months

Advance to $23.98/hr within 30 months
Shift differentials of $0.45 for 2nd and $1.00 for 3rd

2nd & 3rd shifts available
$175 monthly Company Contribution

to pension from date of hire
3% Company Match to 401(k); 100% immediately vested

Medical, Dental, Vision, Life, STD and more!

Conagra Brands’ Fort Madison manufacturing 
facility is looking for entry level production asso-
ciates for temporary, summer work on all shifts. 
To be considered for employment, you must be 
flexible to work any shift, Saturdays and Sun-
days as required and at least 18 years of age 
with a high school diploma. 

Please visit
conagrabrands.com/careers

to apply!
Multiple full-time positions available as well.

Visit the website for additional details.

Summer Job Opportunity
Pay is $18.00 per hour

Shift Differentials: $0.45 2nd & $1.00 3rd

PUBLIC NOTICES

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
said hearing, the same 
being in the form attached 
to this resolution, which 
publication shall be made 
in a legal newspaper of 
general circulation in Lee 
County, which publication 
shall be not less than 
four (4) and not more 
than twenty (20) days 
before the date set for the 
hearing.

Pursuant to Section 
403.5 of the Code of 
Iowa, the Lee County 
Auditor, or her designee, 
is hereby designated as 
the County’s representa-
tive in connection with the 
consultation process with 
the City and the Fort Mad-
ison Community School 
District which is required 
under that section of the 
urban renewal law.

The County Auditor is 
hereby authorized and di-
rected to present the Joint 
Agreement to the City for 
approval, execution and 
delivery to the County 
prior to the public hearing 
on May 22, 2023.

Passed and approved 
April 24, 2023.

Lee County Board of 
Supervisors /s/ Garry 
Seyb, Chairman; /s/ Ron 
Fedler, Vice-Chair; /s/ 
Chuck Holmes, Member; 
/s/ Matt Pflug, Member 
and /s/ Tom Schulz, Mem-
ber. Attest: /s/ Denise 
Fraise, Auditor. Motion 
carried.

Moved by Fedler, 
seconded by Pflug, to ap-
prove the Consent Agen-
da that includes the April 
17, 2023 Board minutes, 
the payment of claims for 
the week and a Special 
Class C Retail Alcohol 
License for Appleberry 
Farms, for the period April 
1, 2023 through March 
31, 2024. Motion carried.

Moved by Pflug, sec-
onded by Holmes, to ap-
prove a step increase for 

Bryce Wilson, Correction-
al Officer, from $20.83/
hr. to $22.41/hr., effective 
4/17/23; a step increase 
for Matthew Wheeler, 
EMT, from $17.40/hr. 
to $17.95/hr., effective 
1/17/23 and an increase 
in pay for extra duties for 
Kimberly Spear, Payroll 
$22.90/hr. to Payroll/
HR $27.15/hr., effective 
4/24/23. Motion carried.

Committee Reports: 
Pflug reported on a 
Health/EMS Building 
Committee meeting.

Holmes reported on a 
Workforce Development 
Board meeting and a 
Legislative Forum.

Schulz reported on a 
Community Action Board 
meeting and gave an 
update on the progress of 
the Keokuk EMS Building 
Project. Seyb reported on 
mediation held with the 
Sheriff’s Union.

At 10:40 a.m. it was 
moved by Pflug, second-
ed by Holmes, to adjourn 
the meeting. Motion car-
ried. The next meeting will 
be held on Monday, May 
1, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. at 
the Administration Build-
ing in Fort Madison.

Garry Seyb, Chairman
Attest: Denise Fraise, 

Lee County Auditor

Claims paid
April 24, 2023

Access Energy, svs
............................ 1289.75
Access Systems, svs
............................ 1456.30
Agriland FS, Inc., fuel
.......................... 12101.71
Alliant Energy, svs
............................ 2027.60
Am Home Fndng Assc, 

svs....................... 1446.15
Animal House Pet Shop 
(Purchas, edu............ 4.00
Ape & Sons, LLC, Rock
............................ 1398.00
Assured Partners, fees
............................ 3582.00
Baker Concrete, Park 
Improvements.... 69747.00
Baycom, splys... 33574.00
Joseph L. Booten, safety 
allowance.............. 149.75
Bound Tree Medical, 
LLC., splys........... 2705.58
Ray Bradley & Sons, Inc., 
svs......................... 130.00
Commerce Bank
1password, svs........ 19.95
4imprint, splys....... 136.85
Access Sys, svs.... 193.90
Adobe, sftwr............ 76.06
Amazon, splys.... 3,381.54
Arrowhead Scient, test 
kits......................... 129.88
Aunt Maude’s, meals
................................ 19.68
Availty, svs............... 35.00
Barn Town Brewing, 
meals....................... 32.98
Botomak.biz, fraud.... 1.80
BP, fuel.................... 53.00
Burlington Trailways, bus
.............................. 418.42
Casey’s, fuel.......... 166.27
Central Stand, meals
................................ 31.96
Centurylink, svs
........................... 2,290.65
Chewy.com, splys.... 49.26
Claim MD, sftwr..... 200.00
Court Ave Brewing, meals
.............................. 131.14
Crescent Elect, failsafe
............................5,811.20
Denmark Jet Stop, fuel
................................ 45.50
Donnellson Lumber, parts
................................ 39.96
Dunkin, meals.......... 16.76
ES&S, svs.......... 3,104.40
Facebook, advtsg.... 18.66
Famous Daves, meals
................................ 54.57
Ferguson Enterp, splys

................................ 16.36
Fulton Comm, svs
........................... 1,246.70
Galls, unif.............. 185.63
Gateway Hotel, ldg
.............................. 244.16
Govconnectiowa, tax
.............................. 590.42
Hancock Journal, publ
........................... 2,344.47
Harvest Inn, ldg..... 144.90
Hilton, ldg.............. 916.36
Huhot, meal............. 33.46
Hulu, svs.................. 16.04

Huffman’s, splys
........................... 1,467.89
HyVee, splys.......... 172.30
IA Dept Pub Safety, svs
................................ 15.00
IA DNR, prmt......... 180.00
IHCC Marketplace, reg
................................ 35.00
Indiana Safety, splys
................................ 68.87
Int. Fees, fee............. 0.20
Intoximeters, svs... 190.00
ISAC, reg................. 35.00
IA Beef Steakhouse, 

meals....................... 63.85
IA Board rx, fees...... 92.00
IA Dental Assoc, reg
.............................. 250.00
IA EMS Assoc, svs
.............................. 250.00
IA Events Center, fee
................................ 10.00
IA Taproom, meal..... 55.36
Iacntiesit.org, mbrs
................................ 50.00
Jet Stop, fuel........... 75.00
Jethro’s, meals........ 78.93
Jim Baier, svs..... 1,442.26

8 kids a day are accidentally killed  
or injured by FAMILY FIRE.

FAMILY FIRE is a shooting involving an 
improperly stored gun, often found in the home.  

ENDFAMILYFIRE.org

Advertise 
in a brand 
new way.

Message your 
customers 
where they 
spend their 

time – online!
Call Lee 

(319)371.4125

https://careers.conagrabrands.com
https://careers.conagrabrands.com
http://Chewy.com
http://Iacntiesit.org
http://EndFamilyFire.org
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Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• FREE Estimates

• Servicing All Makes

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

1405 E Washington St
Mt Pleasant

608 S 9th St
Burlington

1904 Avenue H
Fort Madison

Your Neighborhood Hardware and Rental Store!

Visit us online: kempkerstruevalue.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

YOUR AD 
HERE

Call Lee today
319.371.4125

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck

(319)371.1670
or submit it online at www.PenCityCurrent.com

PUBLIC NOTICES
Jim’s Locks, svs....... 21.50
Kempker’s, copys
.............................. 269.65
Kirby Built, bench
........................... 1,392.73
Krispy Kreme, meals
................................ 12.48
Kum & Go, fuel........ 73.57
Swik Star, fuel........ 177.85
Longhorn, meals...... 49.84
Madison Turf, parts
.............................. 101.30
Marriott, ldg........... 366.24
McFarland’s, splys
........................... 1,121.78
Mediacom, svs... 4,300.00
Medpro Waste, svs
.............................. 174.30
Menard’s, splys...... 254.44
Microsoft Store, sftwr
................................ 74.89
Mocic, mbrsp......... 150.00
Ntl Academy, svs... 400.00
Netflix.com, svs....... 21.39

Office Depot, splys
................................ 32.23
O’Reilly Auto, splys
................................ 22.99
Parking Ramps, fees
................................ 20.00
Pitney Bowes, lease
.............................. 466.83
Quadient, pstg....... 150.00
Quill, toner............. 193.99
Rathbun, water...... 246.85
Red Lobster, meals
................................ 31.23
Royal Mile, meal...... 36.90
Sherwin Williams, splys
.............................. 185.94
Sportsman Lounge, meal
................................ 27.22
Sub Arena, food..... 148.99
StickerApp, splys....114.00
Taco John’s, meal.... 16.59
Tasty Taco’s, meals
................................ 23.31
Teleflex, splys..... 1,345.50

The Café, meals...... 23.93
Tim’s Repairs, splys... 8.32
Tmobile, svs.......... 201.15
USPS, pstg.............. 88.25
Verizon, phone...... 722.24
Wal Mart, splys...... 433.19
West Point Lumber, splys
.................................. 8.99
Wholesale, splys..... 80.28
Winsupply, kit......... 443.79
Culligan, water......... 31.49
Daniels Janitorial, svs
............................ 4328.41
Des Moines Register, 
employment ad.... 1883.35
Eagle Point Sftwr, svs
.............................. 750.00
Kim Ensminger, exps
.............................. 299.55
Family Resources Inc, 
svs......................... 606.45
First Children’s Finance 
Atten, market analysis
............................ 5000.00

FM Water, svs...... 5867.60
Denise Fraise, exps
................................ 40.00
GB Auto Service, Inc., svs
................................ 83.96
Stacy Jo Gray Reporting, 
svs......................... 967.50
Heartland Business Sys-
tems, svs............... 759.42
Hickory Grove Cemtry, 
svs......................... 375.00
Huffman Welding, equip
.............................. 728.74
ICONNECTYOU, svs
.............................. 160.00
ISAC, edu.............. 410.00
Keokuk Water, svs
.............................. 369.27
Kohlmorgan Hlg, svs
.............................. 245.00
Lee Co Pheasants Forev-
er, ad..................... 250.00
Lee Co Abstract, svs
............................ 1650.00

Lee Co Auditor, postage
............................ 1879.73
Lee Co Treas, fees
........................ 281058.02
Lee County Treasurer, 
Claim Costs....... 29175.30
Lewis Excavating & Sep-
tic, svs...................1100.00
Liberty Util, gas........ 64.10
McFarland/Swan, splys
................................ 28.99
MidAmerican Energy, gas
.............................1129.64
Midwest Alarm Services, 
svs....................... 3865.32
Midwest Group Benefits, 
Flex Program......... 259.25
Mississippi Valley Publ, 
publ........................ 139.01
O’Reilly Automotive, Inc., 
parts........................ 33.57
Matt Pflug, exps....... 40.00
Pitney Bowes Global 
Financial, postage

.............................. 466.83
Powerphone, Inc., edu
.............................. 387.00
Prairie Farms Dairy, splys
.............................. 632.00
Quadient Finance, post-
age...................... 4500.00
RSM, svs............. 3058.96
Sec/State, voter cards
.............................. 206.45
SIACC, svs............ 326.48
SIADSA, svs........ 6400.00
Solutions, svs........ 757.64
Verizon Wireless, svs
.............................. 348.47
Vertical Communications, 
svs........................... 22.55
West Group, splys
............................ 1236.21
Windstream, svs...... 55.00
Your Heat & Air Guy LLC,
AC....................... 1075.00

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://Netflix.com


Griffin’s is EXCITED to Griffin’s is EXCITED to WelcomeWelcome

GriffinMuffler.com
535 Ave G, Fort Madison, IA 52627319-372-2478
Monday-Friday: 8:00am-5:00pm

LEIGHTON JOHNSON to our team!
Leighton says he’s been a technician since he 
can remember, “I feel like I was born with a 
wrench in my hand since my grandpa was an 
automotive instructor for the local Community 
College.”

Also meet BRIAN MIX
He has over 35 Years Experience &  
specializes in:
 Brakes
 Suspensions

 Alignments
 Air Conditioning 

Stop in 
and say Hi!

WHY CHOOSE US?
 Because Leighton is here!
 Because Leighton fixes cars!
 Because Leighton is expecting a baby!
 Because Leighton will have to buy diapers!

Complete Road Trip Check $89.95

Plus Receive a FREE Tire Rotation!!!

• Detailed Digital Inspection
 •  All Fluids Check 

w/ Top Off where applicable
• Belts & Hoses Check
• Wiper Blades Check
• Air Filter & Cabin Filter Check
• Lights Check

• Tire Check w/Proper Inflation
• Coolant Check
• Full Suspension Check
• Steering Wheel Component Check
• Exhaust Check
• Complete Brake Check
• Battery Charging System Check 

Special Includes:

SUMMER ROAD TRIP SPECIAL

Coupon cannot be combine with any other offers. Offer expires 7.31.23.

Check Out What Our Customers Are Saying!
“Excellent customer service and thorough knowledge of cars. I was  
very satisfied that my car was in good hands!”  ~ D.P.

•   •   •
“Griffin Brake and Muffler is a great business to have in Ft. Madison. 
The owners and employees are always very professional and helpful.  
I would highly recommend them for any work needed.”  ~ B.C.

MOST CONVENIENT 
SHOP in the AREA

No Waiting for an Appointment!
Call Today 319-372-2478

GOES WITH YOU!
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From the Front

man brothers play their roles in helping SCC 
come back in the best-of-three series with Willis-
ton State after splitting a doubleheader Friday.

Vasin had a single that turned into a double on 
an error in left field, and laid down a sacrifice bunt 
that led to a run scored. He also scored a run to 
help push the Blackhawks to the 3-2 win.

After the win, the Hawks piled onto the pitchers’ 
mound at Community Field and the celebration 
was on.

Buried deep in the pile were the former Blood-
hounds.

The win was an emotional one for Schulte, 
whose father had passed away on Friday after a 
short illness.

“He had the best seat in the house,” Schulte said 
with a nod to the sky after the game. “Even better 
than you guys had over there above the dugout.”

My view was spectacular. - through the 300-
zoom on the Canon. Catching Vasin on just about 
every play nestled in at first and for all four at bats.

Jason didn’t get into the game as SCC didn’t 
need to go to closer Sam Skarich. Jason usually 
rotates into third base when Skarich is called in to 
slam the door.

But he was the first one in and out of the dugout 
between innings and was a vocal role player along 
with a gaggle of other players perched on the short 
fence lining the 3rd base dugout.

These kids who I followed around southeast 
Iowa while playing hoops or smacking tennis balls 
always give their best effort. They just know how 
to compete. And you never see just one without 
seeing the other.

Schulte may have said it best after the game 

when he said the two know the game of baseball.
“They’re about as athletic as that rake over,” 

Schulte said with a chuckle. “But those boys know 
how to play baseball. They’re winners and I like to 
surround myself with winners.

“Won a lot of games with those two boys on my 
teams.”

Schulte first started coaching Vasin and Jason 
when they played on the Junior Blackhawks at 12 
years of age.

Eight years later here they are again – winning. 
Heading to Oklahoma to try and win a national 
championship.

Vasin was all business – as usual, patrolling the 
right side of the infield. He moved into the posi-
tion after an injury sidelined the Blackhawks’ reg-
ular first baseman in April. He has made the most 
of this opportunity, belting a couple solo home 
runs in the process.

Both Thurmans will be transferring to Mid 
America Christian University in Oklahoma City 
to finish their collegiate careers next year.

Schulte said the sophomores will be missed.
“We’re gonna miss them so much for their 

leadership. This team won’t be the same next year 
without those guys,” Schulte said.

Watching them both celebrating in the red and 
black took me back a couple years when they 
anchored the resurgent Bloodhounds under Head 
Coach Ron Walker, who’s close friends with Schul-
te.

Seeing Vasin coming off yelling, “Let’s goooo” 
made me think the past two years were more like 
two days. I’m sure their mother, who has always 
sat quietly in the stands behind dark sunglasses 
and a constant smile, feels that the past 12 years 
seem like a few days. She worked her way onto the 
field to join in the celebration.

She grabbed Jason first.
“You’re my favorite,” she said with a laugh, and 

then said the exact same to Vasin as he came in for 
his hug.

A quick vacation is now put on hold as she 
changes plans and will head to Enid for a week.

The boys are more than ready for the trip. In the 
post-game they both said it’s just another chance 
for them to help a team win.

They’re uber-competitive and love to win. 
Whether on the tennis courts, the basketball 
courts, or the baseball fields, these kids want to 
win – because it’s fun.

That will probably be seen again this summer in 
the Hounds’ crimson and black as both will take 
on coaching responsibilities under new Blood-
hound coach Albert Schinstock.

There’s just a feeling here that these boys are 
never going to be too far away, but wherever they 
are, they’ll assuredly be steely-eyed to the win.

With the athleticism of a rake, you know they 
know the game – but that’s Beside the Point.

Chuck Vandenberg is editor and co-owner of 
Pen City Current. He can be reached at editor@
pencitycurrent.com.

THURMANS - Continued from Page 1

Thurmans to finish college baseball at Mid America Christian

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

http://www.GriffinMuffler.com
mailto:editor@pencitycurrent.com
mailto:editor@pencitycurrent.com
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