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Supervisors give stark warning
BUDGET FORECAST:  Schulz says dept. heads need to get "houses in order now"

Gregory 
shines in win 
over Hillcrest

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – County supervisors gave a stark warning to 
department heads at Monday’s regular board meeting.

“Get your houses in order.”
Supervisor Tom Schulz said during a discussion on budget 

amendments that department heads need to take a hard look at 
their annual budgets because without ARPA funding given to 
the county by the federal government in 2021, the county would 
certainly be looking at budget and personnel cuts.

“We need to be cognizant that those departments that rely 
heavily on the general fund and general levy for funding, need to 

get their houses in order and get them in order now,” Schulz said.
“If this tax bill does what I think it’s going to do to us, your 

budgets next year are not going to look anything like the budgets 
you have this year. The size of things like the health department 
may not need to be as big as we have right now.”

Chairman Garry Seyb said he agreed with Schulz’s assessment 
of the new property tax cap law that was signed at the end of the 
2023 legislative session by Gov. Kim Reynolds.

“I would echo Tom’s concerns and thoughts. Tom’s going 
through the budget line by line, as we all should be, and looking 
at them and I want to make sure everyone is doing due diligence,” 

SCHOOL NEWS
FMCSD releases summer lunch program for city youth

FORT MADISON - The Fort Madison 
Community School District is participat-
ing in the Summer Food Service Program. 
Meals will be provided to all children 
without charge and are the same for all 
children regardless of race, color, national 
origin, sex, age or disability, and there will 
be no discrimination in the course of the 

meal service. Meals will be provided, at a 
first come, first serve basis, at the sites and 
times as follows:

June 12 – July 28 (no meals July 4th)
11:00-11:30
Central Park – 10th Street & Avenue F 

(shelter house)
Victory Park – 24th Street & Avenue G 

(playground area)
HTC ECC – 2213 Avenue J (no meals 

July 3-7)
YMCA – 220 26th Street ( no meals on 

Fridays)
12:00-12:30

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON – Central Lee keeper 
Hunter Gregory has been playing soccer 
for less than two years, but his instincts 
for the ball on Monday night were some-
thing a seasoned player would admire.

Gregory fought off a flurry of shots on 
goal in the final two minutes to help the 
Hawks to a 2-1 win over Hillcrest Acade-
my in the first round of Class 1A District 
6 Substate soccer action.

The win avenges a 2-1 loss on April 18 
that the Ravens won in a penalty kick 
session, and it sets up a Monday, May 
21 matchup at Pella against No. 14 Pella 
Christian.

The Eagles are 6-8 on the year but own 
a win over Class 1A No. 3 Des Moines 
Christian back on April 10. The Eagles 
have also played nine of their 14 games on 
the turf at Pella Christian High School.

But the Hawks are looking for the upset 
after getting a win over a Hillcrest team 
that Central Lee Head Coach Justin Schau 
said was a better team than the version 
that beat the Hawks in April.

Dante Merschman scored both goals for 
the Hawks, the first at 22:49 on a com-
bination assist from Ayden Krehbiel and 
Landan Lowenberg. Merschman took a 
ball on a pass across the middle and fired 
in a shot from the line into the left side of 
the net.

He would score again less than two 
minutes later on another assist from 
Lowenberg and Landon Crank to make it 
2-0.

“Our mindset was just to come in and 
dominate. We took them all the way to 
PKs up there and we didn’t want to do 
that tonight,” Merschman said.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

The annual Test Kitchen 5K run, which was converted from a Glo Run to a Go Run this year, was held 
Saturday on the PORT trail starting at Baxter Sports Complex. Ron Hundt, 63, won the event for 2023 
with a time of 25:30.91. Kian Keoring (230) in photo above won the 11-15 division with a time of 28:28.26.

See BUDGETS, page 8

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
TUE 16 May.............................................Mostly sunny and cool, 77º F/ 53º F
WED 17 May..................................................................... Sunny, 76º F/ 52º F
THU 18 May.......................................................................Sunny, 79º F/ 57º F

See MEALS, page 8

SUBSTATE SOCCER:  Hawks 
knock off Hillcrest Academy 
2-1 to advance to 2nd Round 
of Class 1A substate

See SOCCER, page 4

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 05/14.............................................5 10 28 45 48, Lucky Ball: 8
PICK 3 05/14 MIDDAY........................................................................................ 2 1 1
PICK 3 05/14 EVENING....................................................................................5 2 4
PICK 4 05/14 MIDDAY.................................................................................. 6 2 0 6
PICK 4 05/14 EVENING................................................................................8 5 7 9
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www.DrMarkDDS.com

GENTLE, CARING DENTISTRY

Now accepting new patients

• Family Dentistry
• Teeth Whitening
• Dental Implants
• Extractions

OBITUARIES

WILLIAM L. STEWART
William “Bill” Lewis Stewart, 52, of Tipton, IA, passed away on Monday, May 8, 

2023.
Bill, son of Bonnie Rae (Oaks) and William “Gene” Eugene Stewart was born on 

Tuesday, July 14, 1970 in Iowa City, IA. He attended Central Lee High 
School in Donnellson, IA and went on to use his natural “jack of all 
trades” talent as a mechanic and as a “right hand man” for Eastern 
Iowa Trailers and the Hot and Sudsy Car Wash. There wasn’t anything 
Bill couldn’t fix or build. Bill married Lori Rahn on June 27, 2010 at 
their home outside of Tipton. Going on to work together for many 
years.

In his leisure time, Bill enjoyed mushroom hunting, bow hunting, 
camping and fishing. He loved his Busch Light and collecting Snap-on tools. Bill was 
known for indulging his jokester nature by always enjoying a good prank, but he was 
also known for being a very giving man that would help anyone in need and for the 
love he had for his family.

Bill is survived by his wife, Lori Stewart of Tipton; daughters, Mikayla Stewart of 
Durant, IA and Kayla Behrle of Tipton; son, Kyle (Samantha) Behrle of Tipton; sis-
ters, Tina (Brent) Figert of Fort Madison, IA and Teresa (Brian) King of Fulton, MO; 
brother, Junior (Kaci) Stewart of Fort Madison, IA; nephews, Taylor (Alex) Edgar of 
Des Moines, IA, Levi Edgar of Donnellson, IA, and Riley Stewart of Fort Madison, 
IA; grandson, James Behrle and his beloved dogs, “Skunkie” and “Brownie”. He was 
preceded in death by his grandparents, Raymond and Joy Oaks and Doris Oaks, and 
Lewis and Coral Stewart; parents, Bonnie and Gene; and sister, Jessica Stewart.

On Tuesday, May 16, 2023, a Visitation and Time of Remembrance will be held 
from 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm, at Fry Funeral Home. Bill will then be cremated and buried 
at a later date.

In lieu of flowers and to help offset funeral costs, family asks that cards and memo-
rials be addressed to Lori Stewart and mailed in c/o Fry Funeral Home, PO Box 30, 
Tipton, IA 52772.

Online condolences may be shared at www.fryfuneralhome.com.

STEWART

OBITUARIES

LORRI B. MARTZ-BLISS
Lorri Beth Martz-Bliss, 64, of Fort Madison Iowa, passed away on Saturday, 

May 13, 2023.
Lorri was born March 21, 1959 in Aledo, Illinois the daughter of Walter 

and Lorraine Whitlow Martz.  She graduated from Bayard 
Community Schools in 1977.  Lorri loved her profession as an 
Operations Manager/Dispatcher for Liberty Transport, as well 
as spending time with family, reading, crossword puzzles, and 
playing Facebook games.

Those left to cherish her memory are her children:  Daine 
(Amy) Willits and Kari (Chris) Cavenar; 9 grandchildren; 2 
great grandchildren; 1 brother; 5 sisters; as well as many cous-

ins, nieces, and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her twin sons: Dennis and David, grandpar-

ents, parents, aunts, and uncles.
Family will host private services at a later date.
Memorials may be sent to family or Dennison Funeral Home, PO Box 252, 

Aledo, IL 61231.
Online condolences may be left at www.dennisonfuneralhome.com.

MARTZ-BLISS

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and 
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be 
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting 
fee.

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125 or Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach your customers
wherever they are
with digital ads.

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/?epik=dj0yJnU9N2ViNzdXTm5jc1BhRXVlU2V3aUtLTThWME9XWlhLcWImcD0wJm49VThVb2lZZ3N5T2szMTh5LXlmWWw5dyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmlB
https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://www.fryfuneralhome.com
http://www.dennisonfuneralhome.com
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Complete Rental
(319) 372-8105

www.CompleteRentalFM.com Tents & Accessories

on your tent rental
SAVE 20%
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It’s easy to cruise through life
when you know you have
the strength & experience

of Fullenkamp Insurance beside you.

OBITUARIES

ROBERT G. FARRIS
Robert Gary Farris, 83, of Burlington, Iowa died Thursday, May 11, 2023 at 

the Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center, West Burlington, Iowa. He was 
born June 17, 1939 at Blandinsville, Illinois, a son of Clarence G. and Sylvia 

E. (Bundy) Farris. 
He worked at the American Ordnance Plant for 15 years, 

Montgomery Ward for 10 years, J.I Case, and Interiors Inc. He 
enjoyed auctions, dancing, singing and telling stories. He also 
loved camping, collecting elephants, and Volkswagen Bugs. 
Robert enjoyed being an elder, Sunday school teacher and song 
leader in the early days of West Burlington Christian Church. 

He is survived by his children: Teresa “Teri” Farris-Critten, 
of West Burlington, Iowa; Toni Kirk, of Kansas City, Missouri and Robert 
“Todd” Farris, of Burlington, Iowa; seven grandchildren: Shawna, Scott, 
Shelby, Danielle, Ashley, Jeffrey, and Abigail; seven great grandchildren: Jil-
lian, Ariana, Aeric, Alexander, Jace, Conor and Brennan. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, infant son Jeffrey C., infant daughter Joni L. Farris, and 
three siblings, Kenneth, Kathryn and Margaret. 

Friends and family are invited to a Celebration of Life to be held on Sun-
day, May 14, 2023 from 5:00-7:00 pm at Fort Madison Christian Church, 
1029 48th St. Fort Madison, Iowa. Burial will take place at a later time at the 
Glade City Cemetery, Blandinsville, Illinois. A memorial has been estab-
lished, contributions may be left at the Barr Memorial Chapel. Barr Memori-
al Chapel is honored to serve the Farris family and an online guest book may 
be found at www.barrmemorialchapel.com.

FARRIS

OBITUARIES

CLYDE D. NICKEL
Clyde Douglas “Doug” Nickel, 70, of Keokuk, IA, died Saturday May 13, 2023 at 

his home.
He was born on January 13, 1953 in Keokuk, IA, the son of Clyde E. and Hila 

(Kirkpatrick) Nickel.  He graduated from Keokuk High School with 
the Class of 1971.  Doug received his Bachelor of Business Adminis-
tration Degree from the University of Iowa in 1975.

On June 17, 1978, Doug married the love of his life, Cindy Ruffcorn, 
at the St. Paul United Church of Christ in Keokuk.  She survives.

He is also survived by one daughter, Ginna Fuller of Keokuk, two 
sons, Jerrad Nickel and his wife Beth of Danville, and Jacob Nickel 
and his wife Mary Jo of Cedar Rapids, five grandchildren, Brennan 

Fuller, Jillian and Leah Nickel, Karsyn and Austin Nickel.  Doug was an honorary 
grandfather to KJ and Kaden Skow.  Other survivors include one brother, Dart Nick-
el  of  Keokuk, in-laws; Kenneth and Dalene Ruffcorn, Jerry and Cindy Ruffcorn, 
Bob and Kerri Ruffcorn, Jim Ruffcorn, Debbie and Scott Blunt, Melissa and Darren 
Skow, many loving nieces and nephews and many special friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
Doug was a member of the First Christian Church in Keokuk, the Keokuk Elks 

Lodge and the Keokuk Yacht Club.
Doug was an avid bowler and in his younger years enjoyed slow-pitch softball.  He 

was an Iowa Hawkeye and St. Louis Cardinal fan.  The greatest joy in his life was his 
family, many of whom referred to him affectionately as “Dougie”.  He loved spending 
time with his grandchildren and nieces and nephews.

He had been employed as the general manager of the Hub-Co Credit Union in 
Keokuk for forty-two years, retiring in December 2017. After retirement, Doug and 
Cindy enjoyed traveling with family and friends. 

Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m., Thursday at the Vigen Memorial Home in 
Keokuk with Dr. Corey Bennett officiating. 

Visitation will be held after 3 p.m., Wednesday at the funeral home with the family 
meeting with friends from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Memorials may be made to the Keokuk Little League or the City of Christmas.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

NICKEL

WEST BURLINGTON – Heritage Park 
Pharmacy now offers the Dispensary of Hope 
Program. Dispensary of Hope is a non-profit 
medication distributor dedicated to provid-
ing pharmacies and safety-net clinics with 
reliable access to vital medication that is 
donated by pharmaceutical manufacturers.

Heritage Park Pharmacy collaborates with 
Dispensary of Hope to provide critical med-
icine, free of cost, to the people who need it 
the most but cannot afford it. This can help 

patients:
• Gain control of their health conditions.
• Reduce critical medical needs.
• Get on a path to a healthier future.
This program is offered to individuals that 

are uninsured and are also at or below 300% 
federal poverty limit. To find out if you are 
eligible, you will need to complete a financial 
attestation form that is found at Heritage 
Park Pharmacy, 1223 S. Gear Avenue, West 
Burlington.

Heritage Park offers Dispensary Program

https://www.LeeCountyHD.org
https://www.CompleteRentalFM.com
https://www.FullenkampIns.com
http://www.barrmemorialchapel.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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Summer Swim LessonsSummer Swim Lessons
Registration now open at the
Fort Madison Family YMCA!

GROUP

PRIVATE

INFANT &
PARENT

CLICK FOR DETAILS

Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O, Fort Madison, IA 52627

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

Hawks to take on Pella Christian in 2nd round
“We wanted to make it home in regular time. We 

switched up our lineup and were focing on playing our 
wings and hoping to stretch them out a bit, and then go 
back to the center.”

He said the Hawks will be the underdog on Monday.
“They’re good and they’ll always be a powerhouse, 

but we got to go up there with the mindset that you 
never know what happens. We have to think we can 
win and then you never know what happens.”

Hillcrest would counter quickly with a goal from 
sophomore midfielder Jesse Blossom who scored from 
a scrum in the front of Gregory just :35 seconds after 
the Hawks’ goal.

That would be all the scoring in the affair that elimi-
nated the Ravens from the post-season.

Gregory, who said he’s trying to become the best 
keeper the Hawks have had, said he tells himself to be 
the best player on the field.

“This whole season has been a blur for me because 
I’m a brand new keeper. I tell myself that I’m the best 
player out here and I may not be, but when I think that 
way, I play that way. It’s a mental test for me,” Gregory 
said.

When the Ravens were firing at Gregory in the wan-
ing moments of the match, he said his mindset was just 
to put himself in the best place to try and make a play.

“I just put myself in good enough of an angle, so it 
creates a smallest angle as possible. I like to push them 
outside and if they do get off a shot, I’m in a good place 
to block it.”

Freshman Colton Taft gave Gregory a little breathing 
room late when he snapped off a kick save on a Raven 
shot out of a corner kick with 1:56 left in the game. 
After the save and a clear, Hillcrest would push the 
ball back up but wouldn’t get off another shot on goal 
before the Hawks cleared to their end of the field.

Gregory had eight saves on the night.
Schau said Gregory shows great athleticism down 

the stretch when he dived to get the first save in the 
last-minute flurry of shots. The junior then bounced to 
his feet and was able to slide over to block the next shot 

on goal off the rebound of his first save. The Hawks 
were able to clear it out of the box following the second 
save.

“That comes down to him making the first good save 
and being alert enough to get back to his feet where 
he could recover and make the second save instead of 
staying on the ground,” Schau said.

Playing on turn on Monday isn’t something that 
concerns Schau.

“It’ll be a faster game, and this is a quality team we’re 
playing. We’ll go up there and play the best soccer we 
can, and I’ll say honestly that we didn’t play our best 
soccer tonight,” he said.

“We still had the effort, though, and that’s a product 
of being young. We get lost in the hype and then end 

up just kicking the ball.”
Schau moved Landon Crank around on defense to 

provide a bit of a mixup for the Ravens to look at, but 
it was working so he didn’t change it back. Then the 
defense stepped up and shut down Hillcrest the rest of 
the way,

“The football analogy of bend don’t break came into 
effect. We were bending pretty hard, but we were able 
to win the second balls,” Schaus said.

The game Monday in Pella will start at 7:30 p.m.
The Central Lee girls kick off post-season play 

Wednesday at Mid-Prairie.

SOCCER - Continued from Page 1

Central Lee’s Dante Merschman fires off a shot that would find that back of the net and give the 
Hawks a 2-0 lead over Hillcrest Academy in the first half of the Class 1A Substate 2 matchup 
Monday night in Donnellson. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Central Lee 
Head Coach 
Justin Schau 
congratulates 
Hunter Gregory 
(21) on some 
late-match 
heroics that 
helped pre-
serve the win 
for the Hawks. 

Photo by Chuck 
Vandenberg/PCC

https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
https://www.fortmadisony.org/public-pool/
https://www.facebook.com/fortcolonyrestaurant/?epik=dj0yJnU9Z2QtNFZiLVliTFl2RnJPTlJjaURPM1VfWHRtMWN1dHYmcD0wJm49RFpiY3RUb3dUNEdPTENZaXZHYVNTUSZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZjJF
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Now booking your flights from Burlington to St. Louis & Chicago O’Hare aT
FLY SOUTHERN AIRWAYS EXPRESS

IFlySouthern.com Get There Faster

BY BRIAN NEAL
Lee County Speedway

DONNELLSON -  Round two of the Iowa Corn 
Growers Association IMCA Late Model “Drive For 
5”, presented by Floyd’s Waste Systems, JJ Nichting 
Company Case IH Company, Ideal Ready Mix, Triple 
777 Trucking, Woodworth Attorney at Law, Triple R 
Performance Engines, B&B Propane, Budweiser, Con-
rad Trucking, Donnellson Tire & Service, KQ92, and 
Big Country 103.1 took place on Friday, May 12th at 
the Lee County Speedway in Donnellson, Iowa. Despite 
mother nature’s attempt, which seems to be the norm 
for 2023, the track prep crew had the 3/8th’s mile track 
ready for action. At the end of the night four driver’s 
claimed multiple wins on the season at the track, while 
two other driver’s scored their first wins of the season.

Up first was the 18 lap Roberts Tire Center IMCA 
Northern SportMod feature, with Jim Gillenwater and 
Brandt Ames leading the field to green. Gillenwater 
took advantage of his starting spot to grab the lead on 
lap 1 over Matt Tucker and Brandon Dale. While Gill-
enwater paced the field out front, seventh place starter 
Sean Wyett was working his way towards the front. 
On lap 6 Wyett overtook Dale for the runner up spot, 
and then went to work on Gillenwater for the top spot. 
Coming off turn 2 to get the checkered flag, Wyett got 
under Gillenwater, as the two raced side-by-side down 
the backstretch. Wyett would edge out Gillenwater at 
the line to claim his first win of the season at the track. 

John Oliver Jr. came from 9th to finish 3rd, Dale was 
4th, with Brayton Carter coming from 10th to finish 
5th.

CJ Horn and Jeff Guengerich drew the front row for 
the 25 lap Iowa Corn Growers Association “Drive For 
5” IMCA Late Model qualifying feature, with Horn 
jumping out into the lead on lap 1 over Guengerich and 
Jeremy Pundt. While Horn started to pull away, Denny 
Woodworth, Dalton Simonsen, who started 8th, Jay 
Johnson, who started 9th, and Tommy Elston battled 
Guengerich and Pundt for the top seven spots. Despite 
heavy lapped traffic late in the race, Horn would go 
on to claim his second win in a row at the track, with 
this one worth $1,000. Woodworth won the battle for 
2nd, Simonsen was 3rd, Elston was 4th, with Johnson 
coming home in 5th.

The 15 lap Sonny’s Super Market Sport Compact 
feature was up next, with Josh Barnes and Ryan Moore 
making up the front row. Josh Barnes moved out front 
on lap 1 over Noah Kayser and Kimberly Abbott. With 
Josh Barnes out front, son Chevy Barnes, who started 
9th, moved into the runner up spot on lap 4, and then 
went to work on dad for the top spot. Coming off turn 
2 to complete lap 12, Chevy Barnes got under Josh 
Barnes to grab the lead. Chevy Barnes then held off 
Josh Barnes in a caution free race to claim his second 
win in a row at the Lee County Speedway. Jack Pflum, 
from Cincinnati, Ohio, finished 3rd after starting in 
10th, Abbott was 4th, with Chandler Fullenkamp com-
pleting the top 5.

Jerad Fuller and Fisher Reese led the field to green 
in the 18 lap J&J AG Auto and Truck IMCA Modified 
feature. But it was third place starter Jadin Fuller who 
jumped out into the lead on lap 1 over Jerad Fuller and 
Bill Roberts Jr. While Jadin Fuller set the pace, Roberts 
Jr. was working to hold off Austen Becerra, who started 
7th, for the runner up spot. Becerra made the pass of 
Roberts Jr. on lap 7, and then went to work on Jadin 
Fuller for the top spot. Coming off turn 4 to complete 
lap 11, Becerra slipped under Jadin Fuller for the lead. 
Becerra then went on to score his second win in a 
row at the track. Jadin Fuller was 2nd, Denny Eckrich 
came from 8th to finish 3rd, Mark Burgtorf was 4th, 
with Oregon racer Grey Ferrando finishing 5th after 
starting in 10th.

Up next was the 18 lap Donnellson Tire & Service 
IMCA Stock Car feature, with Jerry Jansen and Peter 
Stodgel on the front row. Jansen would edge out John 
Oliver Jr. at the line to lead lap 1, only to lose the top 
spot to Oliver Jr. the next lap. Oliver Jr. paced the field 
out front, while Derrick Agee, who started 9th, was 
trying to work his way to the front. On lap 5 Agee 
was able to take over the runner up spot from Jeremy 
Pundt. But without a caution to bunch the field up, 
Agee wasn’t able to mount a challenge on Oliver Jr. As 
Oliver Jr. went on to claim his first win of the season at 
the Lee County Speedway. Pundt was 3rd, Josh Foster 
was 4th, with Beau Taylor coming home in 5th.

The final feature to take to the track was the 12 lap 
Mini Hauler Trucks, with Jeff Bockes and Ryan Bar-
ton drawing the front row. But just as the green flag 
was waved, the red light would come on before lap 1 
was scored. As Sheldon Brockett rolled off turn 4 and 
collected Matt Barton to bring out the red. Sheldon 
Brockett would climb from his truck okay. On the 
original restart Ryan Barton moved out front to lead 
lap 1 over Bockes and Roger Brockett. Ryan Barton 
would hold the top spot until lap 6, when Tim Wag-
ner got under him to take over the lead. Wagner then 
held off Roger Brockett to claim his second win of the 
season at the track. Ryan Barton was 3rd, Bockes was 
4th, with Don Wood completing the top 5.

Coming up next Friday, May 19th will be the 
POWRi 410 Bandit Outlaw Sprint Series, presented 
by Midwest Performance & Power. In action will be 
the 410 Sprint Cars, Iowa Corn Growers Association 
IMCA Late Models, Donnellson Tire & Service IMCA 
Stock Cars, and Roberts Tire Center IMCA Northern 
SportMods.

Gates open at 5:30 PM, Hot Laps at 7 PM, and 
Racing to follow. Grandstand admission will be Adults 
$20, Seniors $18, Veterans & Students (11-17) $10, 
with Kids (10 & under) FREE! Pit passes will be $40, 
ages (7-13) $20, ages (4-6) $10, and ages (3 & under) 
$5.

For more information about the Lee County Speed-
way you can visit their website at www.leecounty-
speedway.com, like them on Facebook, or call Brian 
Gaylord at 319-371-6744.

Horn nabs second feature win at Lee County Speedway

FORT MADISON - The Bloodhound trapshooting 
team competed this weekend at the Danville High 
School/SCC Scholarship Shoot at the Aim High Shoot-
ing Co in Salem, IA. The Varsity Men’s Squad crushed 
it with a score of 245/250.  

Trey Edwards was the Varsity Men Individual 1st 
place winner with a perfect score of 50/50, Edward 
Schroeder took 2nd with a score of 49, Landon Leen-
erts was 3rd with 49 and Brett Azinger was 4th with a 
49.  We placed 7 individuals in the Top 10 for Varsity 
Men as Byron DiPrima had a 49, Trevor Edwards with 
a 48 and Drew Dravis with a 48. 

Nathan Cottrell  took 1st place in the Intermediate 
Advanced with a score of 49/50 and Kenny McFadden 
was 4th with a 46.

Emma Wagner. was 2nd place in the Ladies Interme-
diate Entry level with a score of 35/50.

Brett Azinger won a $500 scholarship to attend SCC 
and will shoot for them next year. This is the 3rd year 
in a row that one of our kids has won the scholarship. 
Abram Lorence won it last year and Anna Schroeder 
the previous year.

Edwards takes title at 
Danville/SCC shoot

https://www.LeeCountyHD.org
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/?epik=dj0yJnU9UWJHc1BOX2l0S1MwdngyZUctcVBFSE9CaXBuYmJUT0QmcD0wJm49TWUyamRYTjBlcXJVcFZqNDdBX3JCdyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2Z2Jv
https://www.IFlySouthern.com/
https://direct.chownow.com/order/7299/locations/9753
http://www.leecountyspeedway.com
http://www.leecountyspeedway.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly
great rates
right around
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly
great rates
right around
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly
great rates
right around
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience!

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

YOUR AD 
HERE

Call Lee today
319.371.4125

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE CITY 

OF
 WEST BURLINGTON 
Regular City Council 

Meeting 
Wednesday, May 17, 

2023 - 6:00 PM 
West Burlington 

City Hall
122 Broadway Street

TENTATIVE AGENDA

CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLE-

GIANCE
ROLL CALL
PERFECTING & AP-

PROVAL OF AGENDA
CONSENT AGENDA
All items on the Con-

sent Agenda are Action 
items that will be con-
sidered by a single vote. 
Council members may 
request that an item be 
pulled for discussion and 
held for a separate vote. 
Items on the Consent 
Agenda may include 
claims over the City 
Administrator’s authorized 
spending limit, payments 
related to previously 

approved contracts, and 
non-controversial or rou-
tine expenses as defined 
by the City’s Purchasing 
Policy.

1. Approve minutes
from the Regular City 
Council meeting on March 
3, 2023.

2. Payment to French-
Reneker- Associates for 
engineering related to Mt. 
Pleasant Street Resurfac-
ing - Phase 2 - $1,150

3. Payment to Dave
Bessine Electric for South 
Lift Station - $6,230.17

4. Payment to Snyder &
Associates for engineer-
ing services related to the 
Gear Ave. Trail Exten-
sion - $7,630 and the 
Water Tower and Booster 
Station Improvements - 
$4,803.83

5. Liquor License
renewal for Casey’s - 501 
E. Mt. Pleasant

6. Approve the Liquor
License Renewal for MK 
Mini Mart, Inc. - 101 E. 
Mt. Pleasant

7. Approve Clerk’s
Monthly Financial Report 

for March 2023
8. Approve payment

of Claims as listed on 
the (insert date) Ex-
pense Approval Report 
- $772,736.61

COUNCIL & STAFF
REPORTS

• ADMINISTRATOR:
• PUBLIC WORKS:
• POLICE DEPART-

MENT:
• FIRE/BUILDING DE-

PARTMENT:
• CLERK/FINANCE/IT:
• OTHER STAFF RE-

PORTS:
• COUNCIL REPORTS:
• COMMUNITY RE-

PORTS:
CITIZEN INQUIRIES
NEW BUSINESS
1. Consider the first

reading of an Ordinance 
amending Water Service 
Rates for Fiscal Year 
2023-2024

2. Consider the first
reading of an Ordinance 
amending Sewer Rates 
for Fiscal Year 2023-2024 
and Fiscal Year 2024-
2025

3. Consider the first 

reading of an Ordinance 
amending the Garbage 
Collection Rates for Fis-
cal Year 2023-2024 and 
Fiscal Year 2024-2025

4. Consider an Or-
dinance amending the 
Recyclable Materials 
Collection Rate for Fiscal 
Year 2023-2024 and Fis-
cal Year 2023-2025

5. Consider a Reso-
lution setting wages for 
Non-Union positions for 
Fiscal Year 2023-2024

6. Consider a Resolu-
tion amending Swimming 
Pool Rates on the Master 
Fee Schedule

OLD BUSINESS
CITIZEN INQUIRIES
ADJOURN

PUBLIC NOTICE
West Burlington

Regular City Council 
Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, May 3, 2023

The West Burlington 
City Council met in regu-
lar session on Wednes-
day, May 3, 2023, at 6:00 

p.m. at West Burlington
City Hall, 122 Broadway
Street, West Burlington,
Iowa, with Mayor Ron
Teater presiding.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Ron Teater, Kathy New-
berry, Andy Crowner, 
John Johnson, Therese 
Lees, and Melanie Young

MEMBERS ABSENT:
ALSO PRESENT: 

Police Chief Jesse Lo-
gan, Fire Chief/Building 
Inspector Shaun Ryan, 
Public Works Director 
Mike Brissey, City Clerk 
Kelly Fry, Finance Man-
ager Angela Moore, and 
City Administrator Gregg 
Mandsager

CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLE-

GIANCE
ROLL CALL
City Administrator 

Mandsager attended the 
meeting via Zoom.

PERFECTING & AP-
PROVAL OF AGENDA

Moved by Lees, sec-
onded by Newberry, to 
approve the agenda as 
presented. Motion carried 

by the following votes:
Ayes: Newberry, 

Crowner, Johnson, Lees, 
and Young

CONSENT AGENDA
● Minutes from the Spe-

cial City Council Meeting 
on April 18, 2023

● Minutes from the Spe-
cial City Council Meeting 
on April 19, 2023

● Minutes from the
Regular City Council 
meeting on April 19, 2023

● Elizabeth Grobstich
resignation from the 
Police Department and 
request to serve as a 
Reserve Officer

● Payment to
French-Reneker-Associ-
ates, Inc. for engineering 
services performed on 
the Resurfacing Mount 
Pleasant Street Project - 
$1,912.05

● Payment of Claims as
listed on the May 3, 2023 
Expense Approval Report 
- $60,687.12

Moved by Lees, sec-
onded by Johnson, to 
approve the Consent 
Agenda items as present-

https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
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Located at Conagra 2467 Henry Ladyn Dr., Fort Madison, IA

Open Interviews for Production Technicians
Weekly from 8-10am

Starting pay $19.90/hr
Advance to $21.64/hr within 12 months

Advance to $23.98/hr within 30 months
Shift differentials of $0.45 for 2nd and $1.00 for 3rd

2nd & 3rd shifts available
$175 monthly Company Contribution

to pension from date of hire
3% Company Match to 401(k); 100% immediately vested

Medical, Dental, Vision, Life, STD and more!

Conagra Brands’ Fort Madison manufacturing 
facility is looking for entry level production asso-
ciates for temporary, summer work on all shifts. 
To be considered for employment, you must be 
flexible to work any shift, Saturdays and Sun-
days as required and at least 18 years of age 
with a high school diploma. 

Please visit
conagrabrands.com/careers

to apply!
Multiple full-time positions available as well.

Visit the website for additional details.

Summer Job Opportunity
Pay is $18.00 per hour

Shift Differentials: $0.45 2nd & $1.00 3rd

VROOM. VROOM.
Get Pre-Approved in Seconds.

*maybe even faster than this car gets to 60, just sayin’!

www.JimBaier.com
Click here to visit us online now

ASSISTANT 
COUNTY

ATTORNEY
The Lee County Attorney is 
accepting applications for 
a full-time Assistant County 
Attorney. Primary duties in-
volve all aspects of trial work 
including daily court appear-
ances, assistance with inves-
tigations; charging of criminal 
cases; interaction and train-
ing with law enforcement, 
victim and witness contact, 
representing the State at 
hearings, trials, and in other 
legal proceedings; and oth-
er duties as assigned. The 
duties of this position may 
change as determined by the 
County Attorney.

REQUIREMENTS:
Graduation from an accredit-
ed law school and admission 
to practice law in the State 
of Iowa with a law license in 
good standing and no history 
of discipline.

Must be able to simultane-
ously handle multiple areas 
of responsibility with minimal 
supervision, properly priori-
tizing tasks and duties as dic-
tated by changing demands. 
Must be able to simultane-
ously advance all assigned 
cases in a large trial case-
load.

Prior trial experience and 
prosecution experience is 
preferred but not required.

SALARY:
Salary range to start between 
$68,000.00 and $73,000.00 
per year commensurate with 
experience, as well as a very 
competitive benefits pack-
age.

Applicants should submit, by 
email or mail, a cover letter, 
resume, writing sample, and 
three references to:

Ross J. Braden
Lee County Attorney

25 N. 7th Street
PO Box 824

Keokuk, Iowa 52632
rbraden@leecounty.org

Applications must be re-
ceived by May 19, 2023 at 
4:30 PM.

Lee County is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

HELP
WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICES
ed. Motion carried by the 
following votes:

Ayes: Newberry, 
Crowner, Johnson, Lees, 
and Young

COUNCIL & STAFF 
REPORTS

CITIZEN INQUIRIES
No inquiries.
PUBLIC HEARING
Public Hearing to con-

sider the City’s Proposed 
Budget for Fiscal Year 
2023-2024

Mayor Teater opened 

the Public Hearing at 6:10 
p.m. to consider the City’s 
Proposed Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2023-2024. 
This is the second Public 
Hearing for the proposed 
Budget for Fiscal Year 
2023-2024.

At the April 18, 2023, 
Special Council meeting 
the previously approved 
Max Levy Resolution was 
amended to increase 
the maximum proper-
ty tax dollars the City 
plans to receive. The 
State requires the City 
Council to hold a hearing 
and adopt the proposed 
budget following approval 
of the Max Levy Res-
olution. Because there 
was a change to the Max 
Levy Resolution, Council 
has to follow the same 
process to formally adopt 
the budget by holding 
another Public Hearing. 
No changes have been 
made to the proposed 
budget since it was 
presented to Council at 
the April 5, 2023 meeting. 
The Budget was present-
ed to reflect a levy rate 
of $10.00. There were no 
public comments. Mayor 
Teater closed the Public 
Hearing at 6:11 p.m.

Public Hearing to 
consider amending the 
current 2022-2023 Fiscal 
Year Budget

Mayor Teater opened 
the Public Hearing at 6:11 
p.m. to consider amend-
ing the current budget for 
Fiscal Year 2022-2023. In 
a memo to City Council, 
Finance Manager Moore 
outlined the amendment, 
which reflected revenues 
of $1,470,235 and ex-
penditures of $1,011,810. 
There were no comments 
from the public and the 
Public Hearing was 
closed at 6:12 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS
Consider a Resolution 

adopting the Budget for 

Fiscal Year 2023-2024
Moved by Crowner, 

seconded by Young, to 
approve a Resolution 
adopting the Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2023-2024, 
which reflects a levy rate 
of $10.00. Motion carried 
by the following votes:

Ayes: Newberry, 
Crowner, Johnson, Lees, 
and Young

Consider a Resolution 
amending the Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2022-2023

Moved by Lees, sec-
onded by Newberry, to 
approve a Resolution 
adopting the Budget 
Amendment for Fiscal 
Year 2022 -2023 as pre-
sented. Motion carried by 
the following votes:

Ayes: Newberry, 
Crowner, Johnson, Lees, 
and Young

Consider a Resolution 
adding Landry Begner to 
the Fire Department

Moved by Lees, sec-
onded by Young, to ap-
prove a Resolution adding 
Landry Begner to the 
Fire Department. Motion 
carried by the following 
votes:

Ayes: Newberry, 
Crowner, Johnson, Lees, 
and Young

Consider Approving 
a Letter of Understand-
ing between the City of 
West Burlington and the 
Communication Work-
ers of America Council 
considered a Letter of 
Understanding between 
the City of West Burling-
ton and the Communica-
tion Works of America. 
The agreement applies to 
the hiring of Officer Chris 
Chiprez and takes into 
account the time he has 
worked as a certified of-
ficer. Provisions in Article 
VIII, Vacations, and Article 
XI Wages are amended 
to allow Officer Chiprez 
to begin his tenure with 
two weeks of vacation, 96 

hours. Officer Chiprez will 
also begin his employ-
ment accruing vacation 
equivalent to a five-year 
officer, which is twelve 
shifts per year. His vaca-
tion rate wPialgle i 2n ocfr 
3ease going forward at 
the rate of 18 shifts per 
year, which corresponds 
with the agreement effec-
tive July 1, 2022. Officer 
Chiprez will also start em-
ployment at 100% of the 
base wage that is stated 
in the contract.

Moved by Crowner, 
seconded by Young, to 
approve a Letter of Un-
derstanding between the 
City of West Burlington 
and the Communication 
Workers of America relat-
ed to the hiring of Officer 
Chiprez. Motion carried 
by the following votes:

Ayes: Newberry, 
Crowner, Johnson, Lees, 
and Young

Consider a Resolution 

supporting Midwest Re-
alty Group’s application 
for Workforce Housing 
Tax Credits to support 
the construction of twelve 
(12) new single-family 
residences Ryan Nagro-
cki with Midwest Realty 
Group, asked Council 
to approve a Resolution 
supporting his application 
to the Iowa Economic 
Development Authority for 
Workforce Housing Tax 
Credits in June of 2023, 
to support the construc-
tion of twelve (12) new 
single-family homes in the 
proposed Penn’s Landing 
Subdivision, located on E. 
Pennington Street.

Moved by Lees, sec-
onded by Crowner, 
Consider a Resolution 
supporting Midwest Re-
alty Group’s application 
to the Iowa Economic 
Development Authority for 
Workforce Housing Tax 
Credits. Motion carried by 

the following votes:
Ayes: Newberry, 

Crowner, Johnson, Lees, 
and Young

OLD BUSINESS
CITIZEN INQUIRIES
ADJOURN
Moved by Lees, sec-

onded by Johnson, to 
adjourn the meeting at 
6:20 p.m. Motion carried 
by the following votes:

Ayes: Newberry, 
Crowner, Johnson, Lees, 
and Young

Approved
Ron Teater, Mayor
Kelly D. Fry, City Clerk

YOUR AD 
HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125

https://careers.conagrabrands.com
https://careers.conagrabrands.com
http://www.JimBaier.com
mailto:rbraden@leecounty.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Choosing Steffes Group to conduct your 
event means you hire some of the most 

TRUSTED, SEASONED, AND DEDICATED 
auction professionals in the business.

Thinking of Selling?Thinking of Selling?

Contact Contact Us Today!Us Today!
MASON 

HOLVOET
319.470.7372
Iowa Real Estate Salesperson S69890000

Get in touch 
with your local 

Representative!

1 Tract1 Tract
acresacres

Donnellson, IowaDonnellson, Iowa

Lee County, IowaLee County, Iowa

Land is located 3 ½ miles south of Donnellson 
on Highway 27/218, then 1 ½ miles east on 

255th Street, then ½ mile south on 194th Avenue.

DONNELLSONDONNELLSON

CHARLESTONCHARLESTON
scan for details

Buyer to receive Buyer to receive 
second half rent payment!second half rent payment!

TIMED ONLINE

319.385.2000 | SteffesGroup.com 
Steffes Group, Inc., 2245 East Bluegrass Road, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa

Licensed to sell Real Estate in IA, MN, ND, SD, MO, IL, WI, NE & MT.
Announcements made the day of sale take precedence over advertising.

CLOSES: WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7 | 1PM CDT
2023

Auctioneer’s Note: Unique opportunity to purchase a large tract of Lee County, Iowa farmland. 
Farm is selling with tenant in place for the 2023 farming season.

FSA indicates: 177.09 cropland acres.
CSR 2 is 56.1 on the cropland acres.

Located in Sections 27 & 28, 
Charleston Township, Lee County, Iowa.

ALL LINES AND BOUNDARIES ARE APPROXIMATEALL LINES AND BOUNDARIES ARE APPROXIMATE

http://www.SteffesGroup.com


Griffin’s is EXCITED to Griffin’s is EXCITED to WelcomeWelcome

GriffinMuffler.com
535 Ave G, Fort Madison, IA 52627319-372-2478
Monday-Friday: 8:00am-5:00pm

LEIGHTON JOHNSON to our team!
Leighton says he’s been a technician since he 
can remember, “I feel like I was born with a 
wrench in my hand since my grandpa was an 
automotive instructor for the local Community 
College.”

Also meet BRIAN MIX
He has over 35 Years Experience &  
specializes in:
 Brakes
 Suspensions

 Alignments
 Air Conditioning 

Stop in 
and say Hi!

WHY CHOOSE US?
 Because Leighton is here!
 Because Leighton fixes cars!
 Because Leighton is expecting a baby!
 Because Leighton will have to buy diapers!

Complete Road Trip Check $89.95

Plus Receive a FREE Tire Rotation!!!

• Detailed Digital Inspection
 •  All Fluids Check 

w/ Top Off where applicable
• Belts & Hoses Check
• Wiper Blades Check
• Air Filter & Cabin Filter Check
• Lights Check

• Tire Check w/Proper Inflation
• Coolant Check
• Full Suspension Check
• Steering Wheel Component Check
• Exhaust Check
• Complete Brake Check
• Battery Charging System Check 

Special Includes:

SUMMER ROAD TRIP SPECIAL

Coupon cannot be combine with any other offers. Offer expires 7.31.23.

Check Out What Our Customers Are Saying!
“Excellent customer service and thorough knowledge of cars. I was  
very satisfied that my car was in good hands!”  ~ D.P.

•   •   •
“Griffin Brake and Muffler is a great business to have in Ft. Madison. 
The owners and employees are always very professional and helpful.  
I would highly recommend them for any work needed.”  ~ B.C.

MOST CONVENIENT 
SHOP in the AREA

No Waiting for an Appointment!
Call Today 319-372-2478

GOES WITH YOU!

Seyb said.
“I’ve reached out to several people to try and explain the 

new tax bill to me. I haven’t found anyone yet that can do 
that.”

Seyb said it appears from first blush and after talking with 
local legislators, that they are trying to reduce the amount 
counties can levy and also the amount the assessments can 
go up.

He said restrictions on both ends will result in less money 
for the county.

Budget Director Cindy Renstrom said it looks like the 
county will also have to eat the costs of homestead tax 
credits.

“They’re not going to refund us anymore,” she said.
Seyb said tax cuts in those areas are good in the long run, 

but short-term will result in less money for the county.
Lee County Auditor Denise Fraise said the assessed value 

of the county will go down $16.2 million the first year the 
law is effective and it could double the second the year.

Schulz said he’s had several people try to explain the bill 
to him and each one has explained it differently.

Fraise said changes in bonding for counties could have 
an impact on the county’s ability to take advantage of the 
urban renewal district that was created for the new Lee 
County Health Department.

Fraise and Renstrom have been in talks with the county’s 
bond agents to see how the new law will impact the coun-
ty’s ability under the district.

Renstrom said the current fiscal year amendments in-
clude additional expenses in several departments including: 
Sheriff ’s office $186,007, Lee County Ambulance $220,288, 
Community Housing $15,000, the Lee County Health De-
partment, $331,581, Secondary Roads $450,000 which will 
be a transfer from capital projects, and the Auditor’s office 
$8,500 due to an added election that wasn’t budgeted.

The Board of Supervisors will be transferring $2.5 million 

from America Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding to General 
Basic to get the county general fund through some lean 
times. The current operating fund is at just over $1 million.

That leaves the county’s ARPA fund balance at just over 
$1.1 million.

Seyb said that remaining balance can’t be totally allocated 
to the new health department because some of those costs 
have to be used to pay half of the county’s grant writer/
ARPA fund administrator position and some funds are still 
allocated to the county’s IT department.

“I just want everybody to understand that just because 
the total ARPA budget may have $1 million plus in it, not 
all of that $1 million plus will go to the health department,” 
Seyb said.

The Lee County Health Department has currently 
$975,000 from USDA Rural Emergency Health Care, plus 
a $600,000 potential Community Development Block 
Grant, potential funding from a Lee County Charitable 
Trust effort, and approximately $1 million in the remaining 
ARPA balance. That provides about $2.5 million toward 
the projected $5.5 million Lee County Health Department/
EMS building.

Congresswoman Mariannette Miller-Meeks has selected 
that project as one of her 15 appropriations that will be 
taken to Congress, but decisions on which of those projects 
will get funding won’t come until later this year. Lee County 
Grant Writer Chuck Vandenberg said the application for 
the appropriations was just under $2.5 million.

If that appropriation would be approved, it would give 
the county approximately $5 million of the $5.5 mil-
lion project. The rest would be made up from any funds 
garnered in the charitable trust and then potential bond-
ing, if necessary. The county can currently bond for up to 
$750,000 without an election, however the new property 
tax law that was passed puts additional guidelines on 
governmental bonding that could have an impact on that 
project.

BUDGETS - Continued from Page 1

New property tax law could pinch county budget

Ivenhoe Park – 38th Street & Avenue L (shelter house)
Old Settlers Park – 4th Street & Avenue E (shelter house)
Shopton Park – 29th Street & Avenue O (shelter house)
July 31 – August 11
8:00-8:30 – breakfast
Fort Madison Middle School – 502 48th Street
11:00-11:30 – lunch
Fort Madison Middle School – 502 48th Street
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender 
identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity. Program informa-
tion may be made available in languages other than English. 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of 
communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should 
contact the responsible state or local agency that admin-
isters the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. To file a program 
discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete 
a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Com-
plaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.
usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20
P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.
pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by 
writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain 
the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a 
written description of the alleged discriminatory action in 
sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil 
rights violation. 

Summer school lunches 
served at FM city parks
MEALS - Continued from Page 1
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https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
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