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County budget tops $41M
OBJECTION:  Residents push back on supervisors over increased levy

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – Lee County residents came out to 
voice their opposition to the increase in the property 
tax levy county officials have proposed after budget 
discussions the past quarter.

The county is looking at a total tax levy rate of 
$13.52/$1,000 of taxable valuation compared to $10.32 
in fiscal year 2023, an increase of about 31% in the 
total levy.

The county’s general fund levy increased 67%, but 
as a total tax ask, Supervisors approved Monday at the 

regular board meeting an increase of $3.20/$1,000 of 
taxable valuation.

The state’s rollback this year will be about 55%, so a 
$100,000 home is assessed for taxes at roughly $55,000. 
The increase in the county’s portion of residents’ tax 
bills will go from $568 to $744, a difference of $176 an-
nually. A $500,000 home would be assessed at $275,000 
with the state’s rollback and that property owner would 
see an increase in the county’s portion of their tax bill 
of $865 on the residential property.

Brent Koller with Lee County Farm Bureau said he 

ART CENTER
Reception for Metals and Gems set for Friday in Fort Madison

FORT MADISON - Erika Wolfe and 
Ron Deen have very different back-
grounds yet are drawn to artistic cre-
ation, feeling a need to work through 
ideas from their imagination using 
metal and gems. They interpret these 
materials in their own creative designs, 
producing wearable art in Erika’s art 
practice to a range of sculptures using a 
variety of materials in Ron’s. The Open-

ing Reception for Metals and Gems is 
Friday, May 5 from 5pm to 7pm at the 
FMAAA Art Center located at 825 Ave 
G in Fort Madison. This exhibition will 
be on display thru May 30th.

Erika Wolfe has a Masters degree in 
Metalsmithing and has been a suc-
cessful silversmith since 1995 after 
retiring from teaching art and jewelry 
fabrication at Canyon High School 

in Anaheim Hills, California. She has 
spent the intervening years in Keokuk, 
dedicating herself to Main Street and 
Keokuk Art Center activities while pro-
ducing truly beautiful and award-win-
ning designs through her Silverwear 
Studio. Erika indicates that her jewelry 
designs are rooted in Russian Con-
structivism, the Bauhaus movement 
and industrial design. 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Crews are continuing to pour the wellness path along the north side of the Mississippi River near the 
BNSF Swingspan bridge. The trail is part of the new Fort Madison Marina project. Railings have been 
placed along the marina driveway near the new boat docks and ramps.

See BUDGET, page 3

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
TUE 02 May ......................................... Sunny, cool, and breezy, 61º F/ 37º F
WED 03 May ....................................................Sunny and cool, 66º F/ 42º F
THU 04 May................................................... Sunny and warm, 74º F/ 53º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LUCKY FOR LIFE 04/30 ........................................... 8 11 30 37 47, Lucky Ball: 13
PICK 3 04/30 MIDDAY .................................................................................... 0 1 6
PICK 3 04/30 EVENING .................................................................................. 3 4 7
PICK 4 04/30 MIDDAY .................................................................................5 3 5 7
PICK 4 04/30 EVENING ............................................................................. 8 4 9 3

HAWK'S PLACE

Central Lee 
lands $1M to 
extend program
Hawk’s Place gets 5-year 
grant to help keep 
after-school programming

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON – Central Lee is in line 
to get up to $1.1 million in funding for an 
after-school program that was started two 
years ago.

Officials at the school were notified this 
week that they will receive funding over the 
next three years to continue the program 
called Hawk’s Place, which is the district’s 
after-school program for students in kinder-
garten through 5th grade.

The program supports 245 students, or just 
over 32% of the elementary population.

Superintendent Dr. Andy Crozier said the 
funding will allow the program, which would 
in all likelihood have been cut had grant fund-
ing not been found, to continue for at least 
three more years.

“We’ll get about $240,000 per year for the 
first three years and then they come and do 
a comprehensive review of the program,” 
Crozier said.

“If we pass that review, they give us about 
75% of that funding for the next two years 
which amounts to just over a million dollars.

We told everyone when we did this program 
that it would be for two years and if we didn’t 
secure a grant it would have to be cut.”

The grant is through the Nita M. Lowney 
21st Century Community Learning Center, 
which gets funding from Title IV B of the So-
cial Security Act. The funding is geared toward 
child welfare programming.

As part of the program, each school’s 
community partnerships will provide initial 
support, with partnerships gradually sustain-
ing these programs as the grant funding ends.

Up to now, the program has been funded 
through a portion of the district’s ESSER/
COVID relief funding.

“We are incredibly honored to receive the 
21CLC Grant Award,” said Dr. Andy Crozier, 

See HAWKS, page 2
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Larry Lee Douglas, 77, of rural Dallas City, Illinois, passed away Sunday, April 30, 2023 
at the University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics in Iowa City, Iowa.

 Larry was born September 11, 1945 in LaHarpe, Illinois, the son of Lloyd 
A. and Mary M. (Rice) Douglas. On September 25, 1966 he married Lois 
May at the Appanoose Faith Presbyterian Church, near Niota, Illinois.

 Mr. Douglas was a 1963 graduate of Dallas City High School. Following 
high school he served in the United States Army 
Reserves and began farming on the family farm. 
He was the fourth generation of his family to 
farm in the Durham, Illinois, area. 

 Larry enjoyed fishing and attending and partic-
ipating in tractor pulls. He was a Charter Member of the Freshwa-
ter Fishing Hall of Fame and a longtime member of the Illinois and National Tractor Pulling 
Associations. He was also a member of the Durham Cemetery Board and the Durham 
United Methodist Church. He was a regular attendee of the Durham Coffee Club. He loved 
following his grandchildren’s sporting events and activities. 

 Survivors include his wife: Lois; one son: Richard (Melanie) Douglas of rural Dallas 
City; one daughter: Beth (Rodney) Pence of rural Dallas City; four grandchildren: Abbey 
(Drew) Miller, Jacob Douglas, Leah (Heath) Knowles and Lara Pence; two great-grandsons: 
Myles Knowles and Baker Miller and one sister: Peggy (Ray) Derrick of Congress, Arizona. 

 He was preceded in death by his parents. 
 Friends may call after 2:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 3, 2023 at Banks & Beals Funeral 

Home in Dallas City, where the family will receive friends 5:00 until 7:00 p.m.
 The funeral service will be held at 11:00 a.m. Thursday, May 4, 2023 at Banks & Beals 

Funeral Home in Dallas City, with Rev. Lee Unger officiating. Burial will follow in the 
Durham Cemetery. 

 A memorial fund has been established for the Durham United Methodist Church, Nauvoo 
Fire Protection District or the LaHarpe Ambulance Service. To leave an online condolence 
for the family, please visit Larry’s obituary at banksandbeals.com.

Samuel Lloyd “Sam” Philp, 50, of Farmington, Iowa, passed away at 2:51 p.m. Saturday, 
April 29, 2023, at Mercy Hospital in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Born on July 19, 1972, in Fort Madison, Iowa, the son of Neil L. Philp Sr. 
and Jan (Lamborn) Loges. On October 23, 2009, in Keosauqua, Iowa, he 
married Karen Horter. 

He is survived by his wife Karen; two sons: Hunter and Logan; mother: 
Jan (Todd) Loges of Farmington, three siblings: Neil (Michelle) Philp, Jr. of 
Farmington, Rena (Malvika) Philp of Farmington, Cassie (Tanner) Billings-
ley of Mount Sterling; father and mother in-law: Charles and LuJean Horter 
of Kahoka, Missouri; sister in-law: Sara (Chris) Hartsock of Kahoka, Mis-
souri; nieces and nephews: Kalyn, Cooper, Harper, Lane, Allison and Emily. 

Also surviving are several aunts, uncles and cousins.
He was preceded in death by his father Neil; grandparents: Sam and Esther Lamborn, 

Lloyd and Margaret Philp.
Sam was 1990 graduate of Harmony High School and attended Indian Hills Community 

College. He was a member of Farmington United Methodist Church. Sam worked for Ceco 
Building Systems for 17 years until it closed and other various jobs until his health failed. 
He enjoyed fishing, hunting, trapping, woodworking, cooking, gardening and collecting 
guns and knives. Most of all Sam loved his family, his sons were his world.

His body has been entrusted to the crematory of Schmitz Funeral Home for cremation.
Visitation will begin at 12:00 noon Thursday, May 4, 2023, at Schmitz Funeral Home in 

Farmington,  Iowa, where the family will receive friends from 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. that 
evening.

A memorial service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Friday, May 5, 2023, at Farmington United 
Methodist Church in Farmington, Iowa, with Pastor Scott Butler officiating.

Burial will be held in Greenglade Cemetery in Farmington.
A memorial has been established in his memory for his family.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com. 

Schmitz Funeral Home of Farmington is assisting the family with arrangements.
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OBITUARIES

SAMUEL L. PHILP

PHILP

319-469-3951

www.PilotGroveSavingsBank.com

Owning your own home doesn’t have to be
just an American Dream.

Donnellson | Fairfield | Fort Madison | Houghton | Keokuk | Mt. Pleasant | Packwood | Pilot Grove | West Burlington | West Point | Winfield

It can be YOUR dream come true!

Call today to talk to one of our home loan officers.

Meet our loan officers 
from left to right:
Scott Piper,
Brett Wrieden,
Justin Menke,
and Nichole Nagel

Making Dreams Come True Since 1911

OBITUARIES

LARRY L. DOUGLAS

DOUGLAS

Superintendent. “Having 
a fully funded after-school 
program will allow us to 
increase the number of 
students we serve, regardless 
of need. We look forward to 
working with our commu-
nity partners to expand our 
after-school programming 
in the years to come.”

The grant will sustain the 
program and Crozier said 
he’s always looking for new 
ideas for the program and to 
add to the students that can 
take advantage of the system.

“This grant was written for 
245 students but that doesn’t 
mean more kids can’t partic-
ipate in the future,” he said.

“We’ll always try to find 
ways to get more kids 
involved, but right now we 
don’t have any specific plans 
to expand the program. 
Right now it’s 30-35% of our 
elementary enrollment and 
that’s a pretty big number.”

Schools are selected for 
the 21CLC grant based on a 
variety of factors, including 
student need, proposed pro-

gram details, research sup-
porting the program, and a 
plan to leverage community 
partnerships. 

“This is a critical achieve-
ment for our school district,” 
said Angie Fransk, Curric-
ulum Director. “We know 
offering an after-school 
program helps Central Lee 
provide safe, high-qual-
ity programming for all 
students regardless of their 
socioeconomic status. This 
gives our families another 
reason to choose Central 
Lee for their academic 
needs.”

HAWKS - Continued from Page 1

Grant will fund program for five years
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ACCIDENT & INJURY LAW

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.Colorectal cancer screening saves lives!

The recommended age for colorectal cancer screening has been lowered 
from 50 to 45 because colorectal cancer cases are on the rise among young and 

middle-age people. Colorectal cancer is one of the only cancer screening tests that 
can prevent cancer by finding precancerous polyps in the colon or rectum and re-

moving them before they become cancer or find cancer early when it may be easier 
to treat. There are several screening options available. So, if you are over the age of 

45, or at high risk for colorectal cancer, talk to your doctor about when to start getting 
screened and which screening option is best for you.  

45

Right place. Right care. Right here.

realized there were a lot of important decisions to 
be made in a difficult time.

“One thing we do want to stress is that we look 
at all options and we’re being fiscally responsible 
with everything,” Koller said.

He said the county needed to look at expens-
es and inventories and not just raise taxes to fix 
things.

“Let’s make sure we’re looking at all parts of 
that.”

Rick Kuntz of Wever, said the county is gen-
erating four million in new revenues and asked 
if it that need was created due to the ambulance 
service.

Supervisor Chairman Garry Seyb said the am-
bulance was part of the issue, but not all of it.

“Some of the things that have gone into that 
is the ambulance service was an added county 
department and we’ve also added an IT depart-
ment,” Seyb said.

He said the county has also added a Pioneer 
Cemetery Commission and those are the three 
main departments added.

But he said the cost of inflation over the past 
three or four years has been out of proportion. 
Seyb said Lee County’s levy over the past 10 years 
was 32 cents under the average of counties over 
that time frame.

He said that dynamic has resulted in the county 
eating up its carry over budget, which helps pay 
bills from June 30th to September when tax reve-
nues start coming in.

“Over the past three to five years, it’s been eaten 
up because we haven’t kept pace with inflation 
and expenses,” he said.

“We’ve kept the taxes low, the levies low, for 
multiple years in the past and by keeping them 
low and not increasing them incrementally, what 
we saw was the perfect storm this year.”

Seyb said the county is still short for the current 
fiscal year which ends on June 30th.

“This levy is an attempt to remedy that for next 
year, because next year we won’t have the ability 
to fix the budget,” he said referring to the remain-
der of the America Rescue Plan Act funds that are 
in the county’s possession.

The county’s carryover budget is still short 
about $3 million. He said the carry over budget is 
not a reserve budget, but an operational budget 
that gets the county by in lean months.

“Because we’ve kept taxes 32 cents less than the 
average for the past 10 years, it’s been eating into 
that. And then when we added the ambulance 
and the IT department, it put that on steroids,” he 
said.

“We have to be able to remedy that.”
Ron Fedler said the wage increases of last year 

haven’t been given enough value in the problems 
the county is paying.

Fedler, who said he voted against the budget last 
year that included those wages, said they cost the 
county an extra $500,000.

“I argued that we needed to raise the levy to pay 
for this and the counter argument by some people 
was that this was the year we need to give these 
raises because we can do it without raising the 
levy,” Fedler said.

He said that was cutting things short and then 
the emergencies happened, and things “snow-
balled”.

“I hear nothing printed about how much more 
it cost us to pay these wage increases and not raise 

our revenue,” he said.
“I would challenge the news media to report 

this.”
Supervisor Chuck Holmes countered Fed-

ler saying the county had deficit spending of 
$910,000 in 2017 and $954,000 in 2018. The next 
four years 2019-2022 combined were around 
$400,000.

County resident Leah Steffensmeier said she un-
derstood the budgeting process, but she said lean 
times sometimes require not increasing the costs 
to the customer.

“In business, it’s a lot different because your 
customers have a choice. Sitting out here as a 
resident, it doesn’t feel like we have much of a 
choice. There have to be areas where the belt can 
be cinched in,” she said.

“Do we have programs that are actually working 
that we are spending money on? What are we get-
ting out of those programs because, if they aren’t 
serving our communities, maybe we don’t need 
them? Changes like this are scary. This is the time 
when it’s time to be creative,” Steffensmeier said.

Steffensmeier, who’s a physician, said four am-
bulances in the county is a lot, in a nod to the cost 
of the county’s ambulance service.

Seyb said the county receives more than 6,000 
9-1-1 calls annually.

The budget approved Monday generates a Gen-
eral Basic balance, which is the county’s general 
operating fund, of $1.3 million at the end of the 
fiscal year on June 30, 2024, from a beginning 
balance of $304,000.

The total expenditures for the county for the 
upcoming fiscal year are $41.8 million with reve-
nues projected at $40.1 million for $1.2 million in 
deficit spending.

BUDGET - Continued from Page 1

Fedler looks back at pay as partial cause of debt
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https://www.GreatRiverHealth.org
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Bloomington, IL
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Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.
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Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
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Generations of Great Service

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison, Burlington, and surrounding 

areas with over 30 Years Experience!

• 24 Hour Service
• FREE Estimates

• Servicing All Makes

General Insects
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Mice
Bed Bugs
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needs bugs?”
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Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
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wwww.cullenpest.com

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
FORT MADISON

COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

REGULAR BOARD 
MEETING

04/17/2023 - 06:00 PM
CENTRAL OFFICE, 

BOARD ROOM
1930 AVENUE M

FORT MADISON, IOWA 
52627

Attendees

Voting Members
Dianne Hope, Director
Josh Wykert, Board 

President
Lois DiPrima, Director
Brad Menke, Director
Carol Ross, Director
Mio Santiago, Vice 

President
Paul Wilkerson, Director
Non-Voting Members
Dr. Erin Slater, Superin-

tendent
Kim Harmon, Dir. of 

Curriculum, Sp. Ed & 
Student Services

Sandy Elmore, Director 
of Business Services

I. Call meeting to order 
and determination of a 
quorum

The meeting was called 
to order by President 
Wykert at 6:01 p.m.

II. Recognition of guests
President Wykert wel-

comed members of the 
audience in attendance 

and explained the proce-
dures for the meeting.

III. Reading of Founda-
tion documents

The Board read and 
reviewed the Foundation 
documents consisting of 
the Vision, Mission and 
Belief statements and the 
Goals for the Fort Mad-
ison Community School 
District.

IV. Monthly communi-
cations

A. Student Represen-
tative Report - Ethan 
Huffman

The Board received a 
report of the ongoing ac-
tivities at the high school.

B. PK-7; 7-12 Reno-
vation and Construction 
Update

Representatives from 
Carl A. Nelson Co. gave 
an update on the prog-
ress of the Middle School 
PK-6 and High School 
7-12 Renovation and 
Construction project.

C. Superintendent Goal 
Report

Superintendent Slater 
gave an update on the 
ongoing Professional 
Learning Communities 
activities and meetings.

D. District Presentation: 
Thank you to our law 
enforcement

Local law enforcement 
agencies and personnel 
were recognized and 
thanked for their service 
to the Fort Madison Com-
munity School District.

V. Approve the agenda
Motion made by: Lois 

DiPrima
Motion seconded by: 

Brad Menke
Voting:
Unanimously Approved
VI. Action Item - Board 

Secretary
A. Consider collective 

action on extra-curricular 
sharing agreements.

Motion made by: Brad 
Menke

Motion seconded by: 
Lois DiPrima

Voting:
Dianne Hope - No
Josh Wykert - No
Lois DiPrima - Yes
Brad Menke - No
Carol Ross - Yes
Mio Santiago - Yes
Paul Wilkerson - No
VII. Consent Agenda
Motion made by: Brad 

Menke
Motion seconded by: 

Lois DiPrima
Voting:
Unanimously Approved
A. Minutes
1. Regular Board Meet-

ing - March 20, 2023
2. Special Meeting - 

March 29, 2023
3. Work Session/Spe-

cial Meeting - April 03, 
2023

B. Financial Reports
1. March Balance Sheet
2. Revenue Summary 

Report
3. Expenditure Report
4. Student Activity 

Report
C. Accounts payable
1. March General 

Account Board Bills for 
Approval

2. April General Account 
Board Bills for Approval

3. Student Activity 

Account Board Bills for 
Approval

4. Nutrition Account 
Board Bills for Approval

5. American Express 
Board Bills for Approval

D. Consider personnel 
resignations

1. Shelby Scott - Asso-
ciate, MS

2. Jeff Estrada - Trans-
portation, CO

3. Tracy King - Princi-
pal, MS

4. Stewart Smith - 
Transportation, CO

5. Michelle Gaugler - 
Transportation, CO

6. Cory Byrne - Vocal 
Music, MS

7. Izzabella Miller - 
Food Service, MS

8. Juliene Spiker - Be-
havior Interventionist, RE

9. Flannery Beals - 
Teacher, LE

10. Logan Doty, - 
Teacher, MS

11. Michael Hardy - Be-
havior Interventionist, RE

12. Amy Lass-
well-Diewold - Teacher, 
MS

13. Julie Larson - 
Teacher, RE

14. Jeff Cram - Food 
Service, MS

15. John Devine - Prin-
cipal, RE

16. LeAnn Cashman - 
Teacher, LE

E. Consider employ-
ment of personnel

1. Kelsea Tolk - 7/8 
English

2. Tracy King - 7/8 Math
3. Grant Marshall - Bus 

Driver, CO
4. Logan Doty - Dean, 

MS [Effective 2023-2024]
5. Michael Hardy - 

Restorative Connections 
Interventionist, MS

6. Amy Lasswell- 
Diewold - Media Special-
ist, HS

7. Moriah Rooney - 
Secretary, CO

8. Todd Dirth - Principal, 
RE

9. Wendy Bailey - Com-
puter Science Integration 
Coach

10. LeAnn Cashman - 
PK-3 Interventionist

11. Lane Levine - 
Teacher, HS

F. Consider contract 
modifications

G. Consider leave of 
absence

H. Consider open en-
rollment requests

I. Other reports
1. 22-23 Donations
2. 22-23 Fundraisers
3. MS/HS Renovations 

and Additions Project 
Summary

VIII. Action Items
A. Director of Curricu-

lum and Student Services
B. Superintendent
1. Quarterly Policies
1. 701.05: Fiscal Man-

https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
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Classifieds/Public Notices

Positions Available:
• Filler Operator- 3rd Shift, $25.75  to start 

with increases each 6 months up to 2 
years.

• Machine Operator - 3rd Shift,  $20.80 to 
start with increases each 6 months up to 2 
years.

• Forklift Operator - 3rd Shift $23.15 to start 
with increases each 6 months up to 2 years

• Lab Technician - $26.50-$31.00 per hour, 
depending upon experience. 

All positions offer a $.50 shift differential
in addition to the posted hourly wages.

Not available for the Hiring Event?
Apply online at

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers
to schedule a personal appointment.

HIRING EVENT
Thursday, May 4 • 9am-4pm

at 1910 48th Street in Fort Madison
On-the-Spot Interviews

PUBLIC NOTICES

HELP
WANTED

ASSISTANT 
COUNTY

ATTORNEY
The Lee County Attorney is 
accepting applications for 
a full-time Assistant County 
Attorney. Primary duties in-
volve all aspects of trial work 
including daily court appear-
ances, assistance with inves-
tigations; charging of criminal 
cases; interaction and train-
ing with law enforcement, 
victim and witness contact, 
representing the State at 
hearings, trials, and in other 
legal proceedings; and oth-
er duties as assigned. The 
duties of this position may 
change as determined by the 
County Attorney.

REQUIREMENTS:
Graduation from an accredit-
ed law school and admission 
to practice law in the State 
of Iowa with a law license in 
good standing and no history 
of discipline.

Must be able to simultane-
ously handle multiple areas 
of responsibility with minimal 
supervision, properly priori-
tizing tasks and duties as dic-
tated by changing demands. 
Must be able to simultane-
ously advance all assigned 
cases in a large trial case-
load.

Prior trial experience and 
prosecution experience is 
preferred but not required.

SALARY:
Salary range to start between 
$68,000.00 and $73,000.00 
per year commensurate with 
experience, as well as a very 
competitive benefits pack-
age.

Applicants should submit, by 
email or mail, a cover letter, 
resume, writing sample, and 
three references to:

Ross J. Braden
Lee County Attorney

25 N. 7th Street
PO Box 824

Keokuk, Iowa 52632
rbraden@leecounty.org

Applications must be re-
ceived by May 19, 2023 at 
4:30 PM.

Lee County is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

agement - New Policy
Motion made by: Brad 

Menke
Motion seconded by: 

Dianne Hope
Voting:
Unanimously Approved
2. Chronological Poli-

cies for Review
Motion made by: Brad 

Menke
Motion seconded by: 

Lois DiPrima
Voting:
Unanimously Approved
1. 507.02: Adminis-

tration of Medication to 
Students

2. 507.02-E(1): Admin-
istration of Medication to 
Students - Authorization 
- Epinephrine, Asthma, 
Airway Constricting or 
Respiratory Distress Med-
ication Self-Administration 
Consent Form

3. 507.02-E(2): Admin-
istration of Medication to 
Students - Parental Au-
thorization and Release 
Form the Administration 
of Prescription Medication 
to Students

4. 507.02-E(3): Admin-
istration of Medication to 
Students - Parental Order 
Form for Over-the-Count-
er Medications

5. 507.02-E(4): Admin-
istration of Medication to 
Students - Athletic Train-
ing Concussion Protocol

C. Board Secretary/Di-
rector of Finance

1. Consider Approval 
of IASB Membership and 
Dues for 2023-2024

Motion made by: Lois 
DiPrima

Motion seconded by: 
Dianne Hope

Voting:
Dianne Hope - Yes
Josh Wykert - Yes
Lois DiPrima - Yes
Brad Menke - Yes
Carol Ross - No
Mio Santiago - Yes
Paul Wilkerson - Yes
2. Consider approval of 

the Certified Budget for 
FY2023-2024

Motion made by: Brad 
Menke

Motion seconded by: 
Paul Wilkerson

Voting:
Unanimously Approved
3. Consider approval of 

1:1 Refresh Cycle Pur-
chase Recommendation

Motion made by: Brad 
Menke

Motion seconded by: 
Dianne Hope

Voting:
Unanimously Approved
4. Consider approval 

of construction contract 
and costs for the Window 
Treatment contract as 
illustrated on the Quote 
Tabulation and Budget 

Summary documents 
for the Fort Madison 
CSD Window Treatment 
project.

Motion made by: Di-
anne Hope

Motion seconded by: 
Brad Menke

Voting:
Unanimously Approved
5. Consider approval 

of construction contract 
and costs for the Interi-
or Signage contract as 
illustrated on the Quote 
Tabulation and Budget 
Summary documents for 
the Fort Madison CSD 
Interior Signage project.

Motion made by: Brad 
Menke

Motion seconded by: 
Mio Santiago

Voting:
Unanimously Approved
IX. Discussion Items
A. Director of Curricu-

lum and Student Services
B. Superintendent
C. Board Secretary/

Business Manager
D. Board Member At-

tendance
E. Staff Attendance
X. Comments from the 

audience
There were none.
XI. Legislative update
There was none.
XII. Announcements
A. Board Work Ses-

sion: May 01, 2023, 6:00 
pm - Central Office Board 
Room

B. Regular Board Meet-
ing: May 15, 2023, 6:00 
pm - Central Office Board 
Room

XIII. Adjourn
The meeting was ad-

journed at 7:48 p.m.
Motion made by: Brad 

Menke
Motion seconded by: 

Dianne Hope
Voting:
Unanimously Approved

PUBLIC NOTICE
FORT MADISON

COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT MINUTES OF 
THE PUBLIC HEARING

04/17/23 – 6:00 P.M.

Attendees
Voting Members

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125 or Chuck (319)371.1670

Reach your customers
wherever they are
with digital ads.

Dianne Hope, Director
Josh Wykert, Board 

President
Lois DiPrima, Director
Brad Menke, Director
Carol Ross, Director
Mio Santiago, Vice 

President
Paul Wilkerson, Director
Non-Voting Members
Dr. Erin Slater, Superin-

tendent
Kim Harmon, Dir. of 

Curriculum, Sp. Ed & 
Student Services

Sandy Elmore, Director 
of Business Services

I. Call Public Hearing to 

Order and Determination 
of a quorum

The Public Hearing was 
called to order by Presi-
dent Wykert.

II. Approve the agenda
Motion made by: Brad 

Menke
Motion seconded by: 

Dianne Hope
Voting:
Unanimously Approved
III. 2023-2024 Certified 

Budget
The purpose of the 

Public Hearing is to 
receive oral and written 
comments on the Cer-

tified Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2023-2024.

IV. Receive oral com-
ments

There were none.
V. Receive written com-

ments
There were none.
VI. Adjourn
The Public Hearing was 

adjourned at 6:01 p.m.
Motion made by: Paul 

Wilkerson
Motion seconded by: 

Brad Menke
Voting:
Unanimously Approved

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
mailto:rbraden@leecounty.org


6 - Pen City Current - Tuesday, May 2, 2023

Sports

220 26th St. Fort Madison, IA 
fortmadisony.org  |  319-372-2403

Open 7 Days A Week
DAILY SPECIALS
Breakfast All Day

(319) 372-5759
5102 Ave. O, Fort Madison, IA 52627

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

Oral disease can be
a major contributor to heart disease, 

lung disease, and diabetes.

I-Smile™ Silver is
a dental program

serving adults 21 and older
in Des Moines, Lee,

and Van Buren Counties.
For more information or help

finding a dentist, payment source,
or transportation, call the

I-Smile™ team at
1.800.458.6672

or email
RPRahn@LeeCountyHD.org

Lady Hounds defense shines in win over Keokuk

Fort Madison’s Hadley Wolfe battles with a Keokuk defender in the 
second half of the Lady Hounds’ 1-0 win over the Chiefs. Goalie Taylor 
Johnson worked her fourth consecutive shutout.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
PCC Sports

FORT MADISON - It’s another busy 
week, and a crucial week, for Fort Madi-
son’s girls soccer team.

The Bloodhounds kicked it off with a 
1-0 win over Keokuk on Monday at the 
Baxter Sports Complex.

It wasn’t one of Fort Madison’s best 
performances, coach Carrie Burken said.

“But we got the win,” she said, “and 
ultimately that’s what matters.”

The Bloodhounds (8-2 overall, 7-1 
Southeast Conference) extended their 
winning streak to five and kept them-
selves in a key position in the conference 
standings heading into Thursday’s road 
game against conference leader Burling-
ton.

Fort Madison is just one game behind 
the Grayhounds, and a win Thursday is 
crucial heading into the final week of the 
season next week.

“It’s absolutely a must-win game,” 
Burken said. “At this point in the season, 
every conference game is a must-win. 
Against Burlington, it’s critical, because 
if we want to win the conference, we 
have to win that match. And we definite-
ly can.”

It was the fourth consecutive shutout 
for the Bloodhounds, and they needed 
the defense.

Macey McLees’ goal with 31:56 left in 
the first half was all Fort Madison could 
get on offense. But the Bloodhounds’ 
defense, with captains Mary Kate Bend-

lage and Camille Kruse on the back end 
and Taylor Johnson in goal, didn’t let 
the Chiefs (2-9, 1-7) mount any sort of 
attack for most of the match.

“I think when we have games like 
today, when offensively we can’t get it go-
ing, it makes me feel better and the team 
feel better that our defense has got us,” 
Burken said.

Fort Madison was coming off a week 
in which it played three matches, and 
this is another three-match week. The 
Bloodhounds play at Mediapolis on 
Tuesday before playing at Burlington.

“We played three games last week, a 
few of the girls had prom this weekend, 
and it’s a Monday,” Burken said, smiling. 
“All of those things just kind of added 
up, and we just didn’t play our best.”

It also didn’t help that a heavy cross 
wind played some havoc as well.

“It’s harder to connect on passes, and 
you could see that,” Burken said. “And 
when you’re running into that wind, it 
can get tiring.”

The match against Mediapolis will give 
the Bloodhounds a chance to play on ar-
tificial turf, something they’ll see against 
Burlington.

“I think tomorrow is important to be 
able to get used to playing on the turf,” 
Burken said. “So tomorrow is important 
to build off today. OK, today wasn’t our 
best. We have the ability to bounce back. 
I’m not worried about this team. I know 
we trust each other, and I know that 
tomorrow we’re going to play better than 
we did today.”

Pella keeps pressure on Bloodhounds
PCC Staff

PELLA – The Fort 
Madison Bloodhounds 
dropped their first soccer 
match of the year at the 
Pella Invitational tourna-
ment Saturday in Pella.

The Dutch have had the 
Hounds’ number the last 
few years, keeping them 

from the state tournament 
the past two years with 
back-to-back losses at sub-
state, both played in Pella.

On Saturday, Fort Mad-
ison downed Class 1A No. 
9 Hudson 1-0, but then fell 
to Pella 3-0.

Xander Wellman scored 
the lone goal of the day on 
an assist from Leif Boed-

ing in the first half of the 
Hudson game. Santiago 
had a save in the shutout 
win. He had six saves in 
the Pella loss.

The Hounds fall to 
12-1 overall and 7-0 in 
the Southeast Conference 
and travel to Keokuk on 
Monday for another SEC 
matchup.

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

https://www.fortmadisony.org/y-kids-company-preschool/
https://www.facebook.com/fortcolonyrestaurant/?epik=dj0yJnU9Z2QtNFZiLVliTFl2RnJPTlJjaURPM1VfWHRtMWN1dHYmcD0wJm49RFpiY3RUb3dUNEdPTENZaXZHYVNTUSZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZjJF
https://direct.chownow.com/order/7299/locations/9753
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/?epik=dj0yJnU9UWJHc1BOX2l0S1MwdngyZUctcVBFSE9CaXBuYmJUT0QmcD0wJm49TWUyamRYTjBlcXJVcFZqNDdBX3JCdyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2Z2Jv
mailto:RPRahn%40LeeCountyHD.org?subject=I-Smile%20%3E%20Pen%20City%20Current


• 

• 

• 

• May 5th, 2023 at Sheaffer 

Golf Course in Fort Madison 

Shotgun start 12pm •
• 

LIVE UNITED 

Call 319.524.4504 for information 







Cam’s Crew BenefitCam’s Crew Benefit
FIGHT LIKE CAMFIGHT LIKE CAM

In September 2022, Camdyn was diagnosed with 
metastatic Wilm’s Syndrome Tumor, a very aggressive 

cancer that is now at stage 4.
On September 13th, Cam underwent a 7 hour surgery to 
remove the kidney and tumor at the University of Iowa 

Stead Family Children’s Hospital.
This has also spread to the lymph nodes and both lungs.
Cam is still undergoing blood transfusions, radiation, and 

chemotherapy in Iowa City,
and may require further travel for treatment.

His family is asking for help for recurring expenses.

4821 Avenue O4821 Avenue O
Ft. Madison, IAFt. Madison, IA

Saturday, May 6, 2023
Saturday, May 6, 2023

Starting at 2:00 p.m.
Starting at 2:00 p.m.

Join us atJoin us at

the Eagle’s Clubthe Eagle’s Club 

Please join us to help support this brave 6 year old cancer victim and his family Please join us to help support this brave 6 year old cancer victim and his family 
with expenses they are incurring due to ongoing and future treatment.with expenses they are incurring due to ongoing and future treatment.

Hosted by: Candy Cresswell - family
Lenette Morrical - family

Assisted by Kelly Mahoney
Questions Call Candy  319-670-8531
Or Kelly - family friend 319-561-0820

Raffl e DrawingsRaffl e Drawings
New 65 inch Smart TV New 65 inch Smart TV 

Disney EncantoDisney Encanto
1. Encanto Kid’s Electric Scooter1. Encanto Kid’s Electric Scooter
 2. Swagtron Electric Skateboard  2. Swagtron Electric Skateboard 

 Kick Assist Smart Sensors

AuctionAuction
50/50 Drawing50/50 Drawing

Bake SaleBake Sale
KaraokeKaraoke

Sm

Food willFood will
be served be served 

(Free(Free
Will Donation)Will Donation)



Lee County K9 Association

CHICKEN DINNER FUNDRAISER
The Charleston Board of Trade

1962 253rd St. • Donnellson

Sunday, May 7th • 4-7pm
Non-alcoholic drinks are included

All proceeds go to Lee County K9 Association

Adult  .........................................$12
Child (under 12) .............................$8

Get Your Tickets by May 2nd at 
Lee County Sheriff’s Office

F6 Outdoors
Tri State Outdoor Products, LLC

Charleston Board of Trade
Central Lee Science Club

or from
Bob Conley   319-470-2327

Earl Stuekerjuergen   319-470-2128

Come out for
a great dinner

to support
our county

K9 department
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