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FMCSD cuts athletic ties
BOARD MOVE:  Decision came without a vote of the board of directors

Forgetting 
how to agree 
to disagree

EDITORIAL

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison Community School 
District board of directors has decided to allow all shared 
athletic agreements with other schools to expire at the end of 
the athletic seasons for the 2022-23 school year.

According to a statement issued from the district Tues-
day morning, attributed to the entire board of directors, the 
board cited the recent Education Spending Account legisla-

tion as part of the decision to end the shared agreements.
The statement in its entirety reads as follows:
“Each year, the FMCSD Board of Directors takes action 

on the district’s high school athletic program sharing agree-
ments. At this time, the board has decided to allow all cur-
rent sharing agreements to expire at the end of the athletic 
seasons for the 2022-23 school year. In January, Governor 
Reynolds signed a bill making state education funding that 

COUNTY NEWS
Assessment hikes draw attention at Supervisors’ meeting

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY – Assessments letters 
that were sent out in the mail this week 
have the phones at the Lee County 

Assessor’s office ringing… a lot.
Assessment increases are happening 

all over the area, but as Assessor Patti 
Meierotto said, they are also happening 
across the state and the nation.

Meierotto said residents are seeing 
increases from 20 to 45 percent and it’s 
the sales market from 2021 and 2022 
that are driving the increases.

“With the county being in the finan-
cial state it is at the moment, a lot of 

taxpayers believe we are raising assess-
ments to get more taxes,” Meierotto 
said.

“But we are only the first part of the 
tax formula and you don’t pay taxes on 
that value until September of 2024.”

That means the county won’t see any 
potential increased revenue off the 
assessments until fiscal year 2025.

My friend Denny and I were as 
different as night and day. He was con-
servative; I was wasn’t. I accused him of 
being to the right of Atilla the Hun. He 
accused me of working for Pravda, the 
famed Communist party newspaper.

We thoroughly enjoyed poking each 
other this way. It was invigorating to 
hash over issues that were bubbling 
up in rural Iowa, at the Capitol in Des 
Moines, or out in Washington.

But when all was said and done, nei-
ther of us would do or say anything to 
undermine our respect and admiration 
for the other.

Sadly, Denny is gone and I miss our 
debates. I am confident we would have 
found common ground these days over 
the free-speech turmoil that has em-
broiled  some college campuses around 
the United States.

And we would have wondered wheth-
er such turmoil will be visited upon the 
University of Iowa this month when 
the national conservative commentator 
Matt Walsh speaks there.

Four hundred people have signed an 
online Change.org petition opposing 
Walsh’s lecture on April 19 at the Iowa 
Memorial Union. He was invited by the 
Iowa Young Americans for Freedom 
student organization.

The speech is part of Walsh’s nation-
wide “What is a woman?” lecture and 
documentary tour in which he dis-
cusses transgender and gender identity 
issues. Last year he said “gender ideolo-
gy is one of the greatest evils in human 
history.”

Petition organizers oppose Walsh’s 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

The Southeast Iowa Regional Airport officially cut the ribbon on the Southern Airlines operations in Burl-
ington Tuesday morning. Southern started flights to Chicago and St. Louis daily on April 1.

See FMCSD, page 8

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
WED 12 Apr...................................................... Sunny and warm, 82º F/ 51º F
THU 13 Apr.............................Sunny and warm with wind gusts, 78º F/ 55º F
FRI 14 Apr...............................................Partly sunny and warm, 77º F/ 55º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 04/10.....................3 10 12 15 37, Star Ball: 2 All Star Bonus: 2
LUCKY FOR LIFE 04/10................................................. 3 5 6 17 21, Lucky Ball: 18
PICK 3 04/10 MIDDAY......................................................................................3 5 6
PICK 3 04/10 EVENING...................................................................................5 4 9
PICK 4 04/10 MIDDAY..................................................................................6 6 9 3
PICK 4 04/10 EVENING............................................................................... 5 7 0 6
POWERBALL 04/10............................9 10 36 46 52, Powerball: 14 Power Play: 2

See HIKES, page 4 See EVANS, page 5

Hikes don’t necessarily 
mean paying more 
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http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://Change.org
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
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Ft. Madison East
(319) 372-3614

Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-4882

West Burlington
(319) 753-2515

New London
(319) 367-2311

Mediapolis
(319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993

• Family Dentistry
• Teeth Whitening
• Dental Implants
• Extractions

AVAILABLE FOR DENTAL EMERGENCIES

GET THE BEAUTIFUL

SMILE
YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED!

Now accepting new patients

OBITUARIES

ROSE M. BECKER
Rose Marie Becker, 73, of Farmington, Iowa, passed away at 4:30 p.m. Wednes-

day, April 5, 2023, near West Point, Iowa.
She was Born on September 10, 1949, in Fort Madison, Iowa, the daughter of 

Henry and Dorothy (Nolte) Hellige. On November 18, 1972, she 
married Ross Wayne Becker in Fort Madison, Iowa. Last Novem-
ber they celebrated 50 years together. They entered into eternal life 
together on Wednesday, April 5, 2023.

She is survived by her son: Gerald Wayne “Jerry” Becker of 
Farmington; two grandsons: John and Lloyd Becker; granddaugh-
ter: Elizabeth Anderson; brother: Arnold (Becky) Hellige of Fort 
Madison; three sisters: Mary Ann (Joseph) Wenke of Donnellson, 

Genevieve Martin of Venice, Florida and Pauline Ann (Robert) Smith of Alexan-
dria, Missouri; sister in-law: Jeannie Hellige of Fort Madison. Also surviving are 
several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; brother: Virgil Hellige and brother-
in-law: Walter Martin.

Rose Marie was a 1968 graduate of Aquinas High School. She was a member 
of St. Boniface Catholic Church in Farmington. She was a secretary at Iowa State 
Penitentiary for two years and retired from Barker Wire in Keosauqua after 
working there for twenty-eight years.

A visitation for Ross and Rosie will begin at 12:00 noon, Thursday, April 13, 
2023, at Schmitz Funeral Home in Farmington, where the family will receive 
friends from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. A parish rosary will be recited at 6:30 p.m.

A Mass of Christian burial for Ross and Rosie will be held at 10:00 a.m. Friday, 
April 14, 2023, at St. Boniface Catholic Church in Farmington, with Father Dan 
Dorau as celebrant.

Burial for Ross and Rosie will be held at 1:30 p.m. Friday, April 14, 2023, at the 
Keokuk National Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorials to be made out to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital.

On-line condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.
com. Schmitz Funeral Home of Farmington is assisting the family with arrange-
ments.

BECKER

OBITUARIES

LYDIA M. PETERSCHMIDT
Lydia M. Peterschmidt, 83, of Fort Madison, passed away on Sunday, April 9, 2023 

at 5:00 PM at the West Point Care Center.
She was born on August 16, 1939 in Ft. Madison to George and Louise Fields 

Daniels.  On December 30, 1960 she married Victor Petershmidt in 
Ft. Madison and he passed away on June 26, 1999.  Lydia worked at 
the Daily Democrat, Sears, for Dr. Idol Mitchell and Dr. Saathoff and 
lastly at Curves. Lydia was a member of Holy Family Parish and the 
Altar & Rosary Society.  She enjoyed dancing, listening to Elvis and 
spending time with her family and friends.

Survivors include one daughter, Cindy (Jeff) Manning of West 
Point; one granddaughter, Jessica (Wes) Peitz of Ft. Madison and three 

great grandchildren, Ava, Ethan and Aria.  She was preceded in death by her parents, 
husband and a daughter, Valerie Pilkington.

Per her wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home & Cre-
matory.  A private family burial will be held in Oakland Cemetery.

Online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

PETERSCHMIDT

ROSS W. BECKER
Ross Wayne Becker, 75, of Farmington, Iowa, passed away at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, 

April 5, 2023, near West Point, Iowa.
He was born on September 11, 1947, in Fort Madison, Iowa, the son of Ora Leon & 

Marian (Philp) Becker. On November 18, 1972, he married Rose Marie 
(Hellige) Becker in Fort Madison, Iowa. Last November they celebrated 
50 years together. They entered in eternal life together on Wednesday, 
April 5, 2023.

He is survived by his son: Gerald Wayne “Jerry” Becker of Farming-
ton; two grandsons: John and Lloyd Becker; granddaughter: Elizabeth 
Anderson and sister: Leona M. Byars of Burlington. Also surviving are 
several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; brother: Joseph Becker and brother-in-law: 
Jim Byars.

Ross was a 1966 graduate of Harmony High School and 
was United States Navy Veteran. He was a member of St. 
Boniface Catholic Church in Farmington.  He worked as a 
farmer and welder.

A visitation for Ross and Rosie will begin at 12:00 noon, 
Thursday, April 13, 2023, at Schmitz Funeral Home in Farmington where the family 
will receive friends from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. A parish rosary recited at 6:30 p.m.

A Mass of Christian burial for Ross and Rosie will be held at 10:00 a.m. Friday, April 
14, 2023, at St. Boniface Catholic Church in Farmington, with Father Dan Dorau as 
celebrant.

Burial for Ross and Rosie will be held at 1:30 p.m. Friday, April 14, 2023, in Keokuk 
National Cemetery with full military rites.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorials to be made out to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital. 

On-line condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com. 
Schmitz Funeral Home of Farmington is assisting the family with arrangements.

BECKER

BLAIR L. BOYD
Blair Lowell Boyd, 69, of Bonaparte, Iowa, passed away at 8:35 p.m. Friday, April 7, 2023, at 

the Van Buren County Hospital in Keosauqua, after battling a long battle with cancer.
He was born on October 3, 1953, the son of Gerald and Jessie Louise (Pittman) Boyd, of 

Farmington, Iowa. 
He is survived by his daughter: Stacey Mae (Rodney) Warner; two grand-

sons: Colton and Scott Warner; granddaughter: Frankie Jo Warner; brothers: 
Floyd Boyd and Edward Allen Boyd; sisters: (Blair’s twin) Brenda Louise (Ran-
dy) Cook, Connie (Jeff Oaks) Boyd, Ceceila Poole and Julie (Stephen) Krauter. 
Also surviving are several nieces and nephews.

 He was preceded in death by his parents: Gerald and Jessie Boyd; sister: 
Marvina Lee Sullivan; brothers: Marlin Dean Boyd; sister in-law: Joyce Boyd 

and brother in-law: Donnie Poole.
 He attended Harmony High School. Later working for Conrad America, where he spent 

most of his working career and retired from. He loved loved fishing on the Des Moines and 
Skunk River, hunting, his truck and especially loved spending time with family and friends.

His body has been entrusted to the crematory of Schmitz Funeral Home for cremation. 
 A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date.
A memorial has been established in his memory. Memorials can be mailed to Schmitz 

Funeral Home, P.O. Box 56, Donnellson, Iowa 52625.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com. Schmitz 

Funeral Home of Farmington is assisting the family with arrangements.

BOYD

https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
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Colorectal cancer screening saves lives!
The recommended age for colorectal cancer screening has been lowered 

from 50 to 45 because colorectal cancer cases are on the rise among young and 
middle-age people. Colorectal cancer is one of the only cancer screening tests that 
can prevent cancer by finding precancerous polyps in the colon or rectum and re-

moving them before they become cancer or find cancer early when it may be easier 
to treat. There are several screening options available. So, if you are over the age of 

45, or at high risk for colorectal cancer, talk to your doctor about when to start getting 
screened and which screening option is best for you.  

45

Right place. Right care. Right here.

OBITUARIES

JAMES R. BOWMAN
James “Jim” Roger Bowman, 69, of Montrose, passed away on Friday, April 7, 2023 at 4:35 

PM at the Southeast Iowa Regional Medical Center Hospice House in West Burlington.
He was born on October 21, 1953 in Ft. Madison to Jimmie and Dorothy Finley Bowman.  

On September 13, 1975 he married Susan Burk at the Denmark Congre-
gational United Church of Christ.   Jim worked at DuPont and retired after 
thirty five years of service.  He graduated from Fort Madison High School 
and served in the US Navy.  He was a member of the First Christian Church, 
Disciples of Christ where he served as a deacon for several years. Jim en-
joyed fishing, bowling, cooking and traveling with Sue.   Most of all he loved 
spending time with his family, especially his grandchildren.

Survivors include his wife, Sue Bowman of 
Montrose; one son, Shane (Anne) Bowman of Peoria, IL; one 
daughter Kelli (Peter) Seyb of Keokuk; four grandchildren, Peter 
Seyb, Jr., Johnny Seyb, Joshua Seyb and Katelyn Seyb; one sister, 
Cheryl (Charlie) Simpson-Sievert of Columbia, MO; one brother, 
Mark Bowman of Ft. Madison; two nephews, Jeff (Liz) Simpson, 
Mike (Stephanie) Simpson and one niece, Renee (Mike) Ehlers.  He was preceded in death 
by his parents and mother and father in law, Jim and Cindy Burk.

The funeral service will be held at 11 AM on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at King-Lynk Funer-
al Home & Crematory with Rev. Leslie Dalstra officiating.  The family will meet with friends 
from 9:30 AM until the time of the service at 11 AM.  Following the funeral service, his 
body will be cremated and burial will take place at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established in his memory and online condolences 
may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

BOWMAN

OBITUARIES

LOLA M. LONG
Lola Mae Long, 98, of Keokuk, IA, passed away Saturday, April 8, 2023 at Montrose 

Health Center in Montrose, IA.
She was born on February 25, 1925 in Monroe County, MO to Russell and Susan 

(Steele) Walkup.
She married Elmer Long on June 8, 1947. He preceded her in death on 

January 31, 2000.  One son, Gary Brent, also preceded her in death.
Lola was a primary school teacher before and after raising her three 

children.
She was a member of the Evangelical Free Church in Keokuk.
Left with loving memories are one daughter, Mary Sue (Chuck) Camp-

bell of Colorado Springs, CO, two sons, Lowell (Becky) Long of Keokuk 
and Bob (Terri) Long of Des Moines.  She is also remembered by six grandchildren, 
Christopher (fiancée Kristina Clark) Campbell, Greg (Kristal) Campbell, Jennifer (Ste-
fan) Hibl, Brian (Sarah) Long, Mark (Sarah) Long and Derek Long.  Four great-grand-
children and four step-great grandchildren also remember her.  One sister, Juanita Pfan-
ner of Monroe City, MO survives as do numerous nieces and nephews.  Her best friend 
and card playing buddy, Shirley Lunt, and special friends, Maria Barrera, Cinda Snyder 
and Marilyn Miller had a special place in Lola’s heart.

Per Lola’s request, there will be no visitation. 
A private family graveside service will be held.
Memorials may be made to the donor’s choice.
The Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk is assisting the family with arrangements.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

LONG

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and 
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be 
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting 
fee.

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/?epik=dj0yJnU9N2ViNzdXTm5jc1BhRXVlU2V3aUtLTThWME9XWlhLcWImcD0wJm49VThVb2lZZ3N5T2szMTh5LXlmWWw5dyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmlB
https://www.GreatRiverHealth.org
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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Sports/From the Front

5636 Avenue O, Fort Madison, IA
(319) 372-8105

Located right across the road from Jim Baier Ford in Fort Madison

Complete Rental
PRICE BEAT GUARANTEE

Show us an advertised price or quote

*Not valid with any other discounts

WE’LL BEAT IT BY 15%

SICK OF RISING PRICES?!
US, TOO!!!

RETIREMENT OPEN HOUSE

Celebrating the Retirement of

Fort Madison Family YMCA Assistant Director

KATHY
KROGMEIER

FRIDAY, APRIL 14th, 2023FRIDAY, APRIL 14th, 2023
11:00 am to 1:00pm11:00 am to 1:00pm

at the Fort Madison Family YMCAat the Fort Madison Family YMCA
Light sandwiches and snacks will be available.Light sandwiches and snacks will be available.

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA
220 26th St. | 319-372-2403 | fortmadisony.org

Now booking your flights from Burlington to St. Louis & Chicago O’Hare aT
FLY SOUTHERN AIRWAYS EXPRESS

IFlySouthern.com Get There Faster

8    Bonny Buyer, April 30, 2019

See a Banker today to help you get it done.

We know how tough switching banks can be.

Built on Tradition, 
Trust & Teamwork

3542 168th St. • Wever, IA • 319-372-5141
3131 Sunnyside • Burlington, IA • 319-752-6200
106 Academy Ave. • Denmark, IA • 319-528-4222

www.fsbwever.com

The Final Word in

Access the single most
comprehensive resource for garage sales
in our area, in print and online!

www.dailydem.com
Amish built Fortune!

Call for info

573-249-3333
marktwainmobilehomes.com

USED
DOUBLE WIDE

FOR SALE BY OWNER
OPEN HOUSE
10:30am-4pm

Saturday & Sunday
Call 217-219-1013 for week-
day viewing. 840 N. 5th St,
Hamilton, IL. 1932 sq ft, 2
master suites + 1 bed & 2.5
baths. 180 degree river view,
.70 acre corner lot. 15 years of
remodeling and upgrades.
$143,500. View zillow.com

AMISH GIRLS available to
clean houses & do yard work.
Must supply rides. Visit 20414
Spruce Ave., Keosauqua, IA

BOGO!!!!!
ATTENTION!

NEED TO SELL AN ITEM
OR ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS??
FOR A LIMITED TIME USE

THE NEW BONNY
BUYER SPECIAL. YOU CAN

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD UP
TO 4 LINES FOR JUST $5,

AND GUESS WHAT!?
 YOU BUY 1 WEEK AT THE

$5, GET 1 WEEK FREE!
CALL HALEY OR LEE ANN

AT
319-372-6421

FREE SKIDS/PALLETS!
Pick up in the alley behind

the Daily Democrat building
at 1226 Ave. H in Fort

Madison.

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

FOR SALE: 2003 Honda Sil-
ver Wings scooter, 600cc
Automatic, Good running con-
dition, must see to appreciate.
$2300. Call 319-930-1804

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 2000 Chevy ext
cab 4x4 127,000mi. + 1995
Chevy ext cab 4x4 90,000mi.
$2,500 your choice, Tweedy
Auto Body. 319-838-2229

FOR SALE: 2007 GMC pick
up. 55,000 miles. $7,250 OBO.
Call for information. 319-837-
6268

FOR SALE: Homemade trail-
er, 5ft. by 9ft. V-front, overall
length 17ft. High speed axle,
R13 tires, 2 fairly new tires +
spare, title/reg. UTD. $225.
319-372-8421 Leave VM.

FOR SALE :  Transmission
case, Ford, side shift, 40 to 48.
$25. 319-753-2020

USED TIRES, alot of tread on
them. 2 Michelin- 245/40R19,
3 Hankook- P235/75R17, 4
Un i roya l -  215 /60R16 ,  2
Cooper- 235/R6017. Best Of-
fer. Call 319-838-2651.

PRICE REDUCED!
2013 Traverse Popup

by Palomino.
Excellent Condition,

Loaded - Lots of Extras incl.
Brand New A/C

Great Buy for $5000.
(319)835-3271,

please leave message.

FOR SALE: Jonboat, 3ft. by
13ft., Delhi, 2-person, for
pond/small r iver, reg./t it le
UTD, 6HP max, $210 firm.
319-372-8421, Leave VM.

FOR SALE: 14' Bass boat.
2007 Yamaha 25 HP motor,
2007 trailer. $1,750 OBO. 850-
232-3868

FOR SALE: 17ft. Grumman
canoe. Call 319-316-3715

FOR SALE: Cargo trailer,
4'x8'. Homemade with alumin-
um tool box. $400. 850-232-
3868

FRIDAY, MAY 3
5 - 7 PM

Open   House

815 Ave G.
Ft. Madison, IA

319- 470-5167

SALE ON CLASS PACKS & CLOTHING
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GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1991

3
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3
7
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9
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7

WANTED:
1 STORY HOUSES & GARAGES

Specializing In:
30 Lb. U.L. Rated Underlayment
Landmark Architectual Shingles

“When you want it done right 
the first time”

A+ Rating with The Better Business Bureau

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 52627
Tony@tawins.com

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

Place your ad online 24/7

Lee County Supervisor Chairman Garry Seyb took 
that a step further and said Monday that residents may 
not see higher tax bills despite the higher assessments.

“I want everybody to understand that an increased 
assessment does not necessarily compute directly dol-
lar-for-dollar to a raise in your taxes. That’s the message 
I’m trying to get out to people,” Seyb said.

“They need to understand that the assessors are going 
by the letter of the law and the rules that are out there.”

He said some assessments have changed from agri-
culture to residential and that’s a lot of the increase for 
some. He said some have gone from residential or agri-
cultural to commercial and that’s part of the increase.

Seyb said Lee County Beacon is a good way to see 
what the changes are and the new handbook that as-
sessors are required to go by is causing diligence in the 
assessments.

He then said the county board will have to look at 
what the levy will do.

“The cost to run the county is not going to go up by 
those amounts. When those assessments go up, our 
levy quite frankly may be able to go down and may be 
able to go down quite significantly into next year.”

Meierotto said the state formula requires assessments 

to be set based on market value.
“The market dictates these rates and, even with our 

increased values for 2024 and 2025, we still aren’t at 
100% of market value.” Meierotto said.

“We are getting a lot of phone calls and most peo-
ple say they understand it, they don’t like it, but they 
understand it.”

She said the bottom line is that assessments are based 
on market value including agriculture property. Dwell-
ings are assessed at market value, but land is based on 
a five-year productivity formula that comes from the 
state based on reports they get on crop sales.

“Ag land and buildings went up about 32% because 
of how well corn and beans have done over the past 
several years. That was reassessed as well,” she said.

Odd years are re-evaluation years, but Meierotto 
said there were also some changes in the even years, 
but those have to do with construction and demolition 
improvements. But during the odd years, the state will 
come and look at the assessments, if the county isn’t in 
compliance, they will make a correction.

“To be totally honest, I could still get one of those,” 
Meierotto said. “Because we aren’t at 100% market 
value yet. “Iowa Code mandates that our assessments 
must be valued at 100% market value in odd-numbered 
years. If an assessor does not increase values and the 

data shows that they should have, the Iowa Department 
of Revenue will increase them in the fall of 2023, which 
is called a state equalization order.”

Property owners may call and request an informal 
review now through April 25, 2023 or they may file a 
petition with the Board of Review from now through 
April 30, 2023. However, with April 30, 2023 falling 
on a Sunday, petitions will be accepted through May 1, 
2023. Petitions for Board of Review may be found on-
line on the county website or on the Iowa Department 
of Revenue’s website.

If a property owner prefers, a petition can be mailed 
to them.

Seyb said he’s asking everyone to take a deep breath 
and look at the situation and, if they have any ques-
tions, they are encouraged to contact the assessor’s 
office to explain the assessments.

For more information, visit any of these links:
Lee County Beacon – https://beacon.

schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?Ap-
pID=177&LayerID=2207&PageTypeID=2&Page-
ID=1132

Lee County Board of Review petitions – https://www.
leecounty.org/pview.aspx?id=20859&catid=25

Iowa Department of Revenue – https://paab.iowa.
gov/

HIKES - Continued from Page 1

Supervisors say assessment hike might not mean tax hike

Fort Madison girls win over Keokuk
PCC Staff

KEOKUK – The Fort 
Madison Lady Hounds 
tennis team escaped with 
a win over host Keokuk 
Monday night after taking 
four of six singles matches.

Molly Knipe continued 
her nice start to the year 

with an 8-5 win over the 
Chiefs’ Brittney Kelly at 
No. 1 singles.

Lauren Otte, Naudia 
Ruston, and Makenna Pix-
ler won at Nos. 3-5 singles. 
Ruston won a gritty 8-8 
tiebreaker 7-3. Pixler won 
8-2 at No. 5 and Otte won 
8-5 at No. 3.

Madeline Gobble and 
Brianna Wright both fell 
at No. 6 and No. 2, both by 
8-4 scores.

Knipe and Otte teamed 
up at No. 1 doubles and 
worked an 8-8 tie, then 
won the tiebreaker 7-4.

Keokuk won No. 2 and 
No. 3 doubles matches.
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319-524-3339319-524-3339Ashley Neuweg, ARNP  •  Dr. Mack Kohnke, DC
Dr. Jason James, DC

JAMES HEALTHCARE & ASSOCIATES INC.
Now Accepting NEW PATIENTS!

612 MAIN ST. • KEOKUK, IA 52632 • www.jameshealthcareiowa.com

DIAGNOSED WITH 
NEUROPATHY?

Gabapentin or Lyrica Not Working?    
Told Nothing Could Be Done?

Drugs Only Mask the Symptoms
Our Treatments Correct the Cause

Peripheral neuropathy is a condition that aff ects nearly 20 million Americans. It usually begins 
in the lower legs, feet, and toes. However, over time it can advance into the hands and fi ngers. 
In the past the only treatment available has been oral medications and injections, both of 
which have provided little or no relief.

We utilize several safe, eff ective, and natural therapies that have helped people get relief from 
most, if not all of their symptoms…even diabetics. Our treatment program has a high degree 
of lasting success as long as nerve damage doesn’t reach critical levels. Usually, once nerve 
damage reaches 85% nothing can be done.

Call NOW to schedule a FREE NEUROPATHY SEVERITY EXAM����������������������������
�����������������������������
�����������������������������������
������������
��������	

������Painful Hands/Feet?Painful Hands/Feet?

����Numbness & TinglingNumbness & Tingling

����Cold or Burning Feet?Cold or Burning Feet?

����Loss of Sensation?Loss of Sensation?

�� Balance Problems? Balance Problems?

appearance in Iowa City. 
They argue he is “prone 
to violence and a dan-
ger to the University of 
Iowa’s community at 
large.” The Cedar Rapids 
Gazette reported some 
petition signers have 
left comments like, “We 
do not need to platform 
openly fascist people at 
our university.”

In recent years, mem-
bers of the Iowa Legisla-
ture have criticized the 
three state universities 
over accusations that 
administrators have 
stifled free speech rights, 
especially of conserva-
tives. The University of 
Iowa and Iowa State Uni-
versity have lost expen-
sive lawsuits over their 
treatment of student or-
ganizations that espouse 
views that may differ 
from other students or 
administrators.

The Iowa Board of 
Regents responded by 
adopting a freedom 
of expression policy 
that says, “It is not the 
responsibility of the 
universities to shield 
individual members of 
the campus community 
from viewpoints they 
may find unwelcome, 
disagreeable, or offen-
sive.”

The solution is not 
to shout down speak-
ers with whom people 
might disagree. Instead 
of protests that disrupt 
events, a better outcome 
that advances everyone’s 
knowledge and under-
standing of controversial 
topics is letting speakers 
speak and then organiz-
ing other events that ex-
pose people to contrary 
perspectives.

While Iowans will be 
watching to see if prob-
lems occur with Walsh’s 
lecture, it was clear last 
month in California 
what direction the cur-
rent hot political climate 
is taking us.

Stuart Kyle Duncan 
of Baton Rouge, La., 
a member of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 
Fifth Circuit, was invited 
to speak at the Stanford 
University law school. 
But his speech was cut 
short when students 
heckled him relentlessly 
for views he expressed 
well before being ap-
pointed to the court and 
for his legal writings — 
on issues ranging from 
a ban on gay marriage, 

to restrictions on bath-
rooms transgender 
people can use, to the 
pronouns he would use 
to refer to transgender 
people.

Whether you think 
Duncan is a legal light or 
a dim bulb, the reception 
he received at Stan-
ford should embarrass 
everyone who believes in 
freedom of speech, civil-
ity, and the importance 
of a robust dialogue in 
American society. The 
Stanford law students 
missed an opportunity 
to hear what the judge 

came to say and then 
to respectfully question 
his views on an array of 
legal issues.

After all, that is what 
lawyers spend their ca-
reers doing — helping to 
mediate society’s differ-
ences.

Legal scholar Erwin 
Chemerinsky puts the 
issue at play at Stanford 
and potentially in Iowa 
City this way: “Free-
dom of speech does not 
protect a right to shout 
down others so they 
cannot be heard.”

Jenny Martinez, the 
dean of the Stanford law 
school, issued a lengthy 

statement to faculty and 
students after the na-
tional fallout from the 
Duncan incident. Even if 
you have never been in 
a courtroom, her com-
ments merit attention.

“Some students have 
argued that the disrup-
tive protest of the event 
was itself constitution-
ally protected speech,” 
she wrote. “But the First 
Amendment does not 
give protestors a ‘heck-
ler’s veto.’ ”

Martinez went on: “I 
believe that the commit-
ment to diversity, equity, 
and inclusion actually 
means that we must pro-

tect free expression of all 
views. …

“Students calling for 
the law school admin-
istration to restrict the 
organization or the 
speakers it can bring to 
campus are demanding 
action inconsistent not 
only with freedom of 
speech but with rights to 
freedom of association 
that civil rights lawyers 
fought hard in the twen-
tieth century to secure.”

Martinez said all of 
this goes beyond issues 
of law school decorum 
and university policies.

“The cycle of de-
generating discourse 

won’t stop if we insist 
that people we disagree 
with must first behave 
the way we want them 
to,” she said. “The cycle 
stops when we recog-
nize our responsibility 
to treat each other with 
the dignity with which 
we expect to be met. It 
stops when we choose to 
replace condemnation 
with curiosity, invective 
with inquiry.”

My friend Denny 
would agree. I do.

Randy Evans’ column 
runs regularly in Pen 
City Current. He can 
be reached at DMRev-
ans2810@gmail.com.

EVANS - Continued from Page 1

Robust dialogue is critical to American Society

http://www.JamesHealthcareIowa.com
mailto:DMRevans2810@gmail.com
mailto:DMRevans2810@gmail.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com
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Never Shiver. Don’t Sweat.

Just call
Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
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Posters

Office 
Furniture
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Trifold Brochures
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Printing
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ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

YOUR AD 
HERE

Call Lee today
319.371.4125

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent
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PUBLIC NOTICE
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES

New Construction
Announcements

Notice to Bidders
Iowa Department

of Natural Resources

 Starting July 27th, 
2022, the Department of 
Natural Resource will be 
accepting sealed con-

struction bids via email.
Sealed bids will be 

received by the Iowa 
Department of Natural 
Resources, at the Wal-
lace State Office Building, 
502 East 9th Street, Des 
Moines, IA, 50319-0034, 
or via email at construc-
tionbids@dnr.iowa.gov 
until 11:00am, April 20, 
2023 for the public im-
provement projects listed 
below, at which time they 
will be opened publicly. 
After the bid opening, bid 
results may be obtained 
by visiting the Depart-
ment’s website at https://
programs.iowadnr.gov/
engreal/projectlist.asp. In 
addition to attending the 
bid opening in person, 
interested parties may 
also call in to the following 
number to listen to the bid 

opening:
Conference call num-

ber: +1 (240) 623-0919
PIN: 683-750-293#
In order to improve 

sound quality, please 
mute your phone by 
pressing *6.  If you have 
questions, you can 
unmute your phone by 
pressing *6.

Sealed bids sent via 
email must be sent to 
constructionbids@dnr.
iowa.gov  All bids, and 
required documentation, 
must contain a scanned 
original signature. – Elec-
tronic signatures are not 
allowed. When email-
ing bid documents, the 
subject line of the email 
must state the following: 
Project Number, Project 
Name, and Bid Letting 
Date. Please ensure the 

first page of the emailed 
attachment, or first of 
multiple attachments, is 
the bid proposal. No bids 
shall be accepted via 
FAX.

Note: The United States 
Postal Service (USPS) 
does not deliver mail or 
packages directly to the 
address provided above 
but rather to the Capitol 
Complex Mail Room. Ex-
tra time should be allotted 
for proposals sent by the 
USPS. The Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es shall not consider bids 
if they are not received by 
the Department of Natural 
Resources mail room or 
reception staff, by the 
time and date described 
in this Notice to Bidders, 
regardless of whether 
the bid was mailed or 

received at the Capitol 
Complex Mail Room or 
other state government 
location prior to that time 
and date.

Project documents, 
including drawings, spec-
ifications, proposal forms, 
and addenda items for the 
project are available at 
Beeline and Blue, at 2507 
Ingersoll Ave, Des Moines 
IA 50312. Please visit 
www.beelineandblue.com 
or contact (515) 244-1611 
for more information. 
Alternatively, Bid Docu-
ments can be viewed or 
printed online at https://
programs.iowadnr.gov/
engreal/projectlist.asp.

The Department shall 
comply with all public im-
provement procurement 
laws, as outlined in the 
plans and specifications 

and including but not limit-
ed to: Iowa Code chap-
ter 26 related to public 
construction bidding; Iowa 
Code chapter 73 relat-
ed to preferences; Iowa 
Code chapter 573 related 
to labor and materials 
on public improvements; 
rules promulgated by the 
Department of Adminis-
trative Services – General 
Services Enterprise as 
they may apply; rules 
promulgated by the De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources and the Natural 
Resources Commission, 
as they may apply; and 
any federal statutes, rules 
and/or executive orders 
that may be associated 
depending on funding 
sources. Bidders shall 
comply with these laws 
to be considered and are 
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Located at Conagra 2467 Henry Ladyn Dr., Fort Madison, IA

Open Interviews for Production Technicians
Weekly from 8-10am

Starting pay $19.90/hr
Advance to $21.64/hr within 12 months

Advance to $23.98/hr within 30 months
Shift differentials of $0.45 for 2nd and $1.00 for 3rd

2nd & 3rd shifts available
$175 monthly Company Contribution

to pension from date of hire
3% Company Match to 401(k); 100% immediately vested

Medical, Dental, Vision, Life, STD and more!

PUBLIC NOTICES

Immediate Opening
JOURNEYMAN 

LINEMAN 
The West Point Municipal 
Utility System has an imme-
diate opening for a Journey 
Line Mechanic. Applicants 
must have a strong journey-
man rating and must be able 
to perform all duties with re-
gard to overhead and under-
ground electric line construc-
tion. 

Grade 1 water distribution 
certified or willing to obtain. 
Must live or be willing to com-
ply with on-call requirements 
and possess and comply with 
Iowa CDL regulations. 

We offer a comprehensive 
benefit plan including health 
and dental coverage, plus 
IPERS retirement. Pre-em-
ployment physical and drug 
screening will be required. 

Send a confidential resume 
to West Point Utility System, 

PO Box 69,
West Point, IA. 52656

Or to:billingclerk@west-
pointiowa.com.

Applications are
available per request.

Any questions please feel 
free to call Dawn
@ 319-837-3100

West Point, IA 52656
or to

cityofwestpointiowa@gmail.com
No phone calls, please

We’re Hiring
Maintenance Tech
What We Bring:
• Competitive Benefit Pack-
age (Vacation, Sick, PTO, 
Insurance Options)
• Nine Paid Holidays & Two 
Personal Days
• IPERS
• Opportunities for Growth
• Teamwork Environment

What you Bring:
• Trainability 
• Residential/Building Main-
tenance Experience (Pre-
ferred but not required)
• Service Mindset
• Dependability is a must

Applications are available 
at Fort Madison Housing 
Authority, 1102 48th Street, 
Fort Madison IA or call our 
office during business hours 
Monday-Friday 8am to 4pm 
319.372.6083. Application 
deadline is Friday, April 14th. 

NOW HIRING
(Fort Madison)

Operations Assistant
Job # 232051W

We Offer Competitive Wages 
(Up to $24.29/hr.)

and a Comprehensive
Benefits Package

Operations Assistant will 
work an 8-hour schedule 

(days and nights).

This position is an entry level 
position that leads into the 
General Operator position 
working a 12-hour rotating 
schedule (days and nights) 
with wages up to $33.26/hr.

Apply Online at:
https://careers.dupont.com

Under Search Jobs:
Enter job #232051W
or refine your search

by City (Fort Madison) 
for information

and requirements
  

On-line applications accepted
for a limited time

DuPont is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

DuPont is an E-Verify Employer
DuPont supports the
“I Hire Vets” program

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

Public Works
General Operator

Performs a variety of un-
skilled or semi-skilled main-
tenance work, operates a 
variety of equipment in the 
construction, operation, re-
pair, maintenance and re-
placement of City street, 
sanitary and storm drainage 
facilities and systems.

DESIRED MINIMUM
QUALIFICATIONS

Education and Experience:
• Graduation from high school 
education or GED equivalent 
and
• Two (2) years of experi-
ence relating to construction, 
maintenance, or repair,
or
• Any equivalent combination 
of education and experience.

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS
• Valid State Driver’s license
• Class B CDL or the ability to 
obtain one within six months 
of hire.

Necessary Knowledge, Skills 
and Abilities:

• Some knowledge of equip-
ment, facilities, materials, 
methods and procedures 
used in maintenance, con-
struction and repair activities;
• Skill in operation of some 
of the listed tools and equip-
ment;
• Ability to perform heavy 
manual tasks for extend-
ed periods of time; ability to 
work safely; ability to com-
municate effectively verbally 
and in writing; ability to es-
tablish and maintain effective 
working relationships with 
employees, other depart-
ments and the public; ability 
to understand and carry out 
written and oral instructions.

Submit applications to Justi-
na Cullen at City Hall, 811 
Avenue E, Fort Madison, IA 
52627 or via email at jcul-
len@fortmadison-ia.com by 
4:30pm on Monday, April 
24th, 2023.

HELP
WANTED

encouraged to be familiar 
with public improvement 
procurement require-
ments and the bidding 
documents before submit-
ting a bid.

Each bidder shall 
accompany the bid with a 
bid security as defined in 
Iowa code section 26.8. 
Scanned copies of the bid 
security will be accepted 
for those bidders submit-
ting bids electronically. 
Additionally, the submis-
sion of an electronic bid 
security in the form of a 
certified check, cashier’s 
check, or money order, 
the original security must 
be mailed to the De-
partment at the Wallace 
State Office Building, 
502 East 9th Street, Des 
Moines, IA 50319 within 
(5) business days of the 

bid letting date. The bid 
security must be in an 
amount set forth in the 
bidding documents and 
made payable to the Iowa 
Department of Natural 
Resources. Failure to 
execute a contract for the 
proposed work and file an 
acceptable Performance 
Bond, in an amount equal 
to 100% of the contract 
price and a certificate of 
liability insurance, within 
thirty (30) days of the 
date of the award of the 
contract, will be just and 
sufficient cause for the 
rescinding of the award 
and the forfeiture of the 
bid security. 

 STORY COUNTY
PROJECT

NO. 23-02-85-01
 
State Forest Nursery
Hoop Building
Proposal Guarantee: 

$12,500.00
Completion Date: 

10/27/2023
Project Description:
State Forest Nursery 

is installing a new hoop 
building structure over 
their cob storage area. 
This cob storage area 
currently has a 75’-0” x 
85’-0” concrete slab with 
3x3x6 concrete blocks on 
its perimeter. The con-
tractor shall purchase 26 
new blocks of the same 
dimension then remove 
all blocks and stack them 
two (2) high around the 
perimeter. The contractor 
shall order a new 88’-0” 
wide truss hoop-building 
as specified and installed 
as instructed.

 DAVIS COUNTY
PROJECT

NO. 23-05-26-01
 
Lake Wapello State 

Park
Office & Storage Build-

ing
Proposal Guarantee: 

$50,000.00
Completion Date: 

03/01/2024
Project Description:
Lake Wapello State 

Park is located in Davis 
County, Iowa. The park 
will receive a new office/
shop and storage building 
as shown in the docu-
ments. The office/shop 
will have a garage/stor-
age area which will have 
three (3) heated bays. 
The office will have one 
large open office space, 
one storage area, one re-
stroom, mechanical room 
and a conference/break-
room. There will be a 
rock drive into the garage 
bays and a storage yard 
to the rear of the building. 
The public entry will have 
a large overhang with a 
decorative heavy timber 
truss in accordance with 
the Iowa State Parks 
design guide.

POTTAWATTAMIE 
COUNTY PROJECT

NO. 21-04-78-02
 
Lake Manawa State 

Park
PCC Parking and Boat 

Ramp
Proposal Guarantee: 

$37,500.00
Completion Date: Sep-

tember 29, 2023
Project Description:
This project consists of 

replacing the west boat 
ramp and parking lot at 
Lake Manawa State Park 
by removing all asphalt 

and concrete pavements 
and placing new PCC 
boat ramp and parking lot.

POLK COUNTY
PROJECT

NO. 21-02-77-08
 
Big Creek State Park
Fishing Pier & Path
Proposal Guarantee: 

$25,000.00
Completion Date: Sep-

tember 30, 2023
Project Description:
This project consists of 

demolishing the exist-
ing damaged wooden 
accessible fishing pier 
and constructing a new 

steel framed accessible 
fishing pier and fishing 
path along the shoreline 
north of the pier. Work 
includes pile driving, steel 
framing, field welding, 
deck and railing construc-
tion, and finishing. The 
new accessible fishing 
path entails grading of 
the shoreline to create a 
bench, constructing PCC 
sidewalk, riprap of the 
band, seeding of the cut 

bank, and incidental work 
as required by the DNR 
District Engineer.

We can change that.
We’ve all had moments where we’ve felt we didn’t belong. But  
for people who moved to this country, that feeling lasts more  
than a moment. Together, we can build a better community.
Learn how at BelongingBeginsWithUs.org

LEFT 
OUT.

we all know what 
it’s like to feel

https://careers.conagrabrands.com/us/en
mailto:billingclerk@westpointiowa.com
mailto:billingclerk@westpointiowa.com
mailto:cityofwestpointiowa@gmail.com
https://careers.dupont.com
mailto:jcullen@fortmadison-ia.com
mailto:jcullen@fortmadison-ia.com
http://belongingbeingswithus.org
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had been designated for public schools available for 
students attending private schools. That dramatic 
shift, engineered by state lawmakers, has caused many 
schools in Iowa to reconsider their sharing agreements 
as private schools now have more resources to fund 
their own athletic programs.

The board does not plan to place renewing the shar-
ing agreements on a future board agenda. Instead, the 
board will place its focus on our district’s human and 
financial resources.

As a board, we understand that this marks a shift 
from current practice. In following the district’s mis-
sion of ensuring all students learn the academic and life 
skills necessary for personal success and responsible 
living, we believe the focus must remain on the stu-
dents who attend our FMCSD schools.”

Several members of the board, including Brad Menke 
and former Board President Dianne Hope, chose not 
to comment on the statement saying all comments had 
to come from current Board President Josh Wykert or 
Vice President Mio Santiago. Calls to  Santiago went 
unreturned Tuesday afternoon.

Wykert responded via email saying the process the 
board used to arrive at the decision was explained in 
the statement. He said the board will not be taking any 
action on any shared agreements for the foreseeable 
future.

“This was not a decision the board takes lightly. How-
ever, it was necessary given the decision by state law-
makers to provide public funding for private schools 
through the new voucher system,” Wykert wrote in the 
email.

Board member Paul Wilkerson said no formal vote 
on the decision was made.

“We were briefed on it by the superintendent and 
Athletic Director, but there was no formal vote by the 
board,” he said.

He said the briefing by Superintendent Dr. Erin Slater 
and AD Jeff Lamb was “some time ago.”

Both Slater and Lamb declined to comment on the 
issue and deferred all questions to Wykert.

The district currently offers 18 sports and they share 
some of those programs including baseball, track, girls’ 
cross country, boys’ and girls’ tennis, and boys’ and 
girls’ wrestling, and boys and girls soccer, with Holy 

Trinity Catholic. 
Central Lee shares boys’ and girls’ wrestling and Ke-

okuk and Burlington also have agreements in place.
According to the statement, all of the shared pro-

grams will be allowed to expire. However, several of the 
agreements are proposed and hosted by other schools, 
including bowling and swimming/diving. It is unclear 
if those agreements will also be allowed to expire.

Central Lee Superintendent Dr. Andy Crozier and 
Holy Trinity Catholic Education Director Craig Hueb-
ner were both disappointed with the decision.

Central Lee had a state wrestling champion in 2018 
when Harlan Steffensmeier won the title. Two Central 
Lee wrestlers from the 2022-23 season also made it to 
the state tournament with the Bloodhounds.

“We are disappointed to learn via email on April 11 
that the Fort Madison Community School District has 
opted to drop the sharing agreement with Central Lee 
for boys’ and girls’ wrestling after 24 years of a success-
ful relationship,” Crozier wrote.

“Over this time, Central Lee’s student-athletes have 
contributed greatly to the success of Fort Madison’s 
wrestling program. This includes a state champion in 
2018 and two state qualifiers this past season. Addi-
tionally, the Fort Madison Wrestling Club has benefited 
from numerous active Central Lee parents taking part 
in fundraising efforts because of their child’s participa-
tion in wrestling.

Crozier said this move by FMCSD could put other 
partnerships with the district in question.

“This decision by the Fort Madison CSD will force us 
to determine whether we should continue with other 
joint opportunities between our districts. For exam-
ple, we also partner with Fort Madison on initiatives 
such as the Lee County Career Center; junior high, 
junior varsity, and varsity scheduled competitions; and 
numerous other opportunities that jointly benefit both 
districts.”

Huebner also said he was disappointed to see a pro-
gram with documented success wash away.

“I’m disappointed. The sharing of athletics has been, 
from where I sit, very successful. I went to Aquinas in 
the 80s and 90s and participated in those shared pro-
grams,” Huebner said.

“It’s been done for generations and decades. I’m sad 
to see it go and take away opportunity for all  students. 
It seems to me it’s more political than what’s best for 

students.”
Holy Trinity parents who live in the Fort Madison 

district pay taxes to the district as well as an $80 per 
student participation fee to join the shared programs. 
The HTC board two weeks ago approved a $10,000 
annual payment to the district to help offset the costs.

Huebner said that was to help offset costs of coaches.
“We had had a couple conversations with some of 

their coaches who thought that could go a ways to help. 
My first couple years (the board) talked about sharing 
some costs for assistant coaches because our kids do 
increase their need for coaches. We didn’t do it at that 
time, but we thought it was good faith thing to show we 
were willing to put a little forward to help with that,” 
Huebner said.

Huebner pointed to the ESA law as part of the equa-
tion and said there are some misconceptions around 
that new law.

“Some of that is misconception that they’re not 
getting anything out of this, but they are getting $1,200 
per year for every kid that goes here but lives in their 
district.”

Those contributions, according to the new Iowa law, 
are phased in over three years.

“I didn’t make the law,” Huebner said. “(Lawmakers) 
put it out and I’m taking advantage of it, just like they 
would.”

HTC has some programs that are self-sufficient due 
to numbers, but there are others where they can’t field a 
team. He said that is based on student interest levels.

“Our numbers aren’t super high, but we do have a 
large interest in the volleyball program and we’ve seen 
increased interest in others,” he said. “It’s just one of 
those things if we can easily field enough players to 
have a solid team. I only have 100 kids in the high 
school. It’s tough to field a team because they overlap 
heavily. Our goal moving forward will be to see if we 
can garner enough interest to field other teams. (AD 
John Goetz) and I are going to get together and discuss 
that.”

He said HTC has had conversations with Central 
Lee around a shared football program, but not other 
programs, and no decisions have been made.

Crozier said Central Lee will also begin to evaluate 
other options.

“Central Lee will begin looking into other options for 
wrestling moving forward. As always, we remain com-
mitted to ensuring all students have opportunities to be 
successful both in and out of the classroom.”

HTC, Central Lee officials disappointed with move
FMCSD - Continued from Page 1
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672

Medicare Certified

Your Choice for Compassionate Hospice Care

Hospice Services include

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in Iowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in Illinois

24/7 on-call nursing staff • Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits • Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance • Volunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

www.LeeCountyHD.org

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Providing comforting end-of-life care since 1989
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https://www.LeeCountyHD.org
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• 

• May 5th, 2023 at Sheaffer 

Golf Course in Fort Madison 

Shotgun start 12pm •
• 

LIVE UNITED 

Call 319.524.4504 for information 
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