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City bond rating dips
From A2 to A3:  City may look at changing rating companies for future bonds

Financial aid 
night set at 
Southeastern

EDUCATION

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
FORT MADISON - Moody’s has knicked the city’s bond 

rating.
The city uses the bond rating company to establish a rating 

for when the city has to issue bonds. The rating determines 
short and long-term interest rates the city can secure when 
borrowing money.

City Manager David Varley said he doesn’t know what 
the impact will be, but the city’s rating went from A2 to A3, 
which is a downgrade.

Varley said the company has done some calibrations on 
how they evaluate a city’s rating and predominantly knocked 
everyone down a bit.

“It will affect future bond ratings, basically 
effecting the interest rates,” Varley said. “The 
higher the rating, the lower, the better interest 
rate, the lower rating will affect that. But it’s 
hard to determine (what impact the lower 
rating will have).

Varley said the city may look at using Stan-
dard and Poor going forward because he was 

a little perplexed as to why the rating system at Moody’s was 
calibrated.

He said there was a final phone call on Tuesday with 

CITY NEWS

Council waives fees for this year’s  Downtown Summer Market

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – The downtown 
Summer Markets got a boost from the 
Fort Madison City Council Tuesday 
night.

Darla Farrell updated the council on 
what will be the fifth annual Downtown 

Summer Festival and said she’s trying 
to blow up this year’s festival because 
not many events last five years in Fort 
Madison.

Farrell has spearheaded the summer 
market since it’s inception five years ago 
in 2018. She said this year she wants to 
make the festival a bit more special to 
celebrate its fifth year.

“We’re getting ready to do our fifth 
year starting June 8. We’ll have three 
markets and they are phenomenal. It 
took about six months to put it together 
and it keeps going.”

She said initially she funded the 
event, but now she tries to keep it out of 

WEST BURLINGTON - Southeastern 
Community College will offer compli-
mentary assistance with completing the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) at its FAFSA Ready Iowa event 
on Wednesday, February 15.

The event will take place from 3 to 6 
p.m. at both the West Burlington and 
Keokuk campuses. The West Burlington 
event will be held the Yohe Library and the 
Keokuk event will be located in Room 419.

“Filing for financial aid can be intim-
idating for students of any age and their 
families,” says Sheri Knipe, SCC Financial 
Aid Director. “We help people through the 
process so they know it is right the first 
time.”

Knipe encourages people who plan to 
attend college to file the forms as soon as 
they can.

“The event is a great way to complete the 
FAFSA in a timely manner without inter-
ruptions,” she said, adding, “Submitting 
it now gives students a better chance to 
receive more state and institutional aid.”

This event is free and open to students of 
any age or income, regardless of which col-
lege they plan to attend. There is no need 
to pre-register; attendees will be assisted 
throughout the afternoon and evening on 
a first-come, first-served basis.

Staff members from the SCC Financial 
Aid Office, the Educational Opportunity 
Center, and other college departments 
will be on-hand to guide students through 
the FAFSA and to answer questions about 
financial aid.

Knipe recommends that students under 
age 24 attend with at least one parent or 
guardian.

“Most traditional college-age students 
are required to include parental informa-
tion on their FAFSA, so it’s helpful if both 
the student and at least one parent can 
attend.”

To complete the 2023-2024 FAFSA, 
students and parents should each bring the 
following:

• Social Security number, driver’s license 
number and date of birth

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Fort Madison Downtown Summer Market Festival founder and organizer Darla Farrell approaches the 
Fort Madison City Council about fees being assessed for picnic tables and barricades of close to $700. 
The council voted unanimously to waive the fees.

See MOODY’S, page 8
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WED 08 Feb ..................................Cloudy with chance of rain, 44º F/ 34º F
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IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 02/06 ..................3 4 20 32 35, Star Ball: 6 All Star Bonus: 5
LUCKY FOR LIFE 02/06 ............................................. 1 5 15 39 46, Lucky Ball: 16
PICK 3 02/06 MIDDAY ....................................................................................7 8 4
PICK 3 02/06 EVENING ................................................................................. 6 6 0
PICK 4 02/06 MIDDAY .................................................................................. 1 8 1 9
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POWERBALL 02/06 .............................. 5 11 22 23 69, Powerball: 7 Power Play: 2
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OBITUARIES

JOYCE L. GIBBS
Joyce L. Gibbs, 79, of Burlington, died Saturday, February 4, 2023, at her home.
Born June 4, 1943, in Burlington, IA, she was the daughter of John Frederich and 

Lena Emma Elliot Wirt. On December 6, 1963, she married Ronald Lester Gibbs in 
Joyce’s parent’s home. On August 8, 2021 he passed away.

Joyce graduated from Burlington High School in 1961 then attended 
business school for banking.

She was a note teller for F&M Bank and Trust for 42 years.
Joyce enjoyed quilting, cross stitch and remodeling. She liked to go 

camping and enjoyed watching the squirrels and other animals.
Survivors include son, Kurt Edward Gibbs of Tipton, IA; daughter, 

Deborah L. Gibbs of Burlington, IA; two grandchildren, Sarah (Col-
lin) Stuefen of Tipton, IA and Kimber (Rachel) Gibbs of Burlington, IA; great-grand-
child, Phoenix Mitchell of Burlington, IA.

Besides her husband of 57 years, she was preceded in death by her parents and 
sister Barb.

Visitation will be from 1:00 PM until 2:00 PM Friday, February 10, 2023 at Prugh 
Funeral Service, 3940 Division St.

The funeral service for Mrs. Gibbs will be 2:00 PM Friday, February 10, 2023, at 
Prugh Funeral Service, 3940 Division St., with  Pastor T.J. Rehak officiating. Burial 
will be in Burlington Memorial Park Cemetery.  

A memorial has been established.
Prugh Funeral Service is in care of the arrangements.
A photo tribute can be viewed and condolences can be sent to the family by visit-

ing Joyce’s obituary at www.prughfuneral.com.

GIBBS

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and 
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be 
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting 
fee.

OBITUARIES

PEGGY M. ANDERSON
Peggy M. Anderson, 90, of Montrose, Iowa, passed away on Sunday, February 5, 

2023, at Addington Place in Fort Madison, Iowa.
Peggy was born on September 1, 1932, in Flat River, Missouri, the daughter of 

Everett and Jeanette (Cummings) Doss. She graduated from Keokuk 
High School in 1950, and on December 10, 1954 she was united in 
marriage to Russell Philp in Keokuk. He preceded her in death on 
February 24, 1977. On June 22, 1979, she was united in marriage to 
Arthur Anderson in Montrose, Iowa. He preceded her in death on 
December 22, 1995. Over the years, Peggy was employed at Sheaffer 
Pen, was self-employed as an Avon lady, and finished her working 
career at State Central Savings Bank. She was a member of the Presby-

terian Church in Montrose, and was also a member of the Order of the Eastern Star 
in Montrose. Peggy enjoyed traveling, reading, and solving puzzles and crosswords. 
Peggy loved to play cards, and was known to cheat here and there in order to win! 
Most of all, Peggy loved her family.

Peggy is survived by four children: Bill (Marla) Andrews of Lowell, Arkansas, 
Dave (Tammy) Andrews of New Boston, Iowa, Ronald (Pearl) Philp of Fort Madi-
son, Iowa, and Robert (Vickie) Philp of Lowell, Arkansas; three stepchildren: Judy 
(Mike) Bowton of Naples, Florida, David Anderson of Montrose, and Michael 
(Sherri) Anderson of Altoona, Iowa; her brother William Doss of Hampstead, North 
Carolina; several grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchil-
dren; and two great-great-grandchildren on the way.

Peggy is preceded in death by her parents; her husbands Russell and Arthur; her 
grandson Derek Andrews; her nephew Phillip Zinn; two sisters: Iris Lee Mecey and 
Ila Jean Nye; three brothers-in-law: Sterling Mecey, Clyde Nye and Everett (Marga-
ret) Philp; and two sisters-in-law: Nancy Doss and Mary Lou (Ralph) Zinn.

Funeral services will be held at 12 pm (Noon) on Friday, February 10, 2023, at De-
Jong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home in Keokuk, Iowa, with burial to follow at Hicko-
ry Grove Cemetery in Keokuk. Visitation will be held at the funeral home on Friday 
from 10 am to 12 pm (Noon) directly before the service.

Memorials may be directed to Montrose Riverfront, Inc.
Tributes and condolences may be left at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com.
DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk is in charge of arrangements.

ANDERSON

JOYCE A. BOGGUSS
Joyce Ann Bogguss, 80, of Nauvoo, Illinois, passed away at 6:37 a.m. Tuesday, Feb-

ruary 7, 2023, at her home.
Born on January 7, 1943, in Fort Madison, Iowa, the daughter of Robert Lee and 

Leona Josephine (Webb) Althar. She married Edwin Bogguss, they later divorced.
She is survived by her grandson Dylan Tyler Bogguss; two brothers: Bob Althar 

of Seattle, Washington and Jim Althar of Crosby, Texas; sister: Sandra Sampson of 
Warren, Ohio. Also surviving are several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents and son: Darren Edward Bogguss.
Joyce was a graduate of Nauvoo-Colusa High School. She worked for Breck in Fort 

Madison, Jack & Jill Food Store in Nauvoo and Methode Electronics until it closed. 
Joyce enjoyed boating.

Her body has been entrusted to the crematory of Schmitz-Banks & Beals Funeral 
Home for cremation.

A graveside service will be held at a later date in the Nauvoo City Cemetery with 
Pastor Mark Anderson officiating.

A memorial has been established in her memory and can be mailed to Schmitz-
Banks & Beals Funeral Home, P.O. Box 201, Nauvoo, Illinois 62354.

Schmitz-Banks & Beals Funeral Home of Nauvoo is assisting the family with ar-
rangements. On-line condolences to the family may be left at www.sbbfuneralhome.
com.

For the Record
Fort Madison Police Report
02/06/22 – 11:22 a.m. – Fort 

Madison police responded to a 
report of a property damage ac-
cident at the intersection of 35th 
Street and Avenue O.

02/06/23 – 1:13 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police arrested Payne 
Thomas Ritonya, 28, of Fort Mad-
ison, in the 1500 block of Avenue 
H, on a charge of driving while 
barred and a warrant for driving 
suspended. He was taken to Lee 

County Jail.
02/06/23 – 1:21 p.m. – Fort 

Madison police cited Melissa Dar-
lene Copeland, 52, of Fort Madi-
son, in the 2600 block of Avenue 
L, on a charge of city: theft.

02/06/23 – 4:49 p.m. – Fort 
Madison police responded to a 
report of a property damage ac-
cident at the intersection of 27th 
Street and Avenue L.

Lee County Sheriff Report

02/06/23 – Lee County sheriff 
deputies had no activity to report.

Fort Madison 
Fire & Rescue Report

02/06/23 - Fort Madison fire-
fighters responded to one medical 
call, one medical false alarm, one 
lift assist, and one CO check.

Those listed above are arrest-
ed on suspicion of a charge and 
are presumed innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law.

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/?epik=dj0yJnU9N2ViNzdXTm5jc1BhRXVlU2V3aUtLTThWME9XWlhLcWImcD0wJm49VThVb2lZZ3N5T2szMTh5LXlmWWw5dyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmlB
http://www.prughfuneral.com
http://www.dejongsfuneralhome.com
http://www.sbbfuneralhome.com
http://www.sbbfuneralhome.com
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672

Medicare Certified

Your Choice for Compassionate Hospice Care

Hospice Services include

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in Iowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in Illinois

24/7 on-call nursing staff • Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits • Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance • Volunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

www.LeeCountyHD.org

Lee County Health Department Hospice

Providing comforting end-of-life care since 1989

https://www.LeeCountyHD.org
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Sports/Education

220 26th St. Fort Madison, IA 
fortmadisony.org  |  319-372-2403

FORT MADISON – 
Holy Trinity Catholic 
Schools has announced 
its 2nd quarter and 1st 
semester honor rolls for 
the 2022-2023 school 
year. Pen City Current 
joins our advertisers and 
readers in congratulating 
these students on their 
academic success. Job 
well done!

2nd Quarter 
4.0 Honor Roll

7th Grade  – Cooper 
Boylan, Carter Gehling, 
Morgan Krogmeier, Calli 
Kruse, Emma Menke

8th Grade – Eva 
Denning, Ellie Hellman, 
Emmalyn Snaadt, Brook-
lyn Todd

9th Grade – Chase 
Hemann, Brock Scheetz

10th Grade – Koby 
Jones

11th Grade – Michael 
Chapman,Taegan Den-
ning, Connor Gehling, 
Jenna Hellman, Natalie 
Randolph, Maddox Rung

12th Grade – Emily 
Boeding, Alexa Dingman, 
Jenna DiPrima, Laura 
Mehmert, Rachel Menke, 
Jacob Pothitakis, Riley 
Timmerman

2nd Quarter
A Honor Roll

7th Grade  – Oliv-
ia Bendlage, Kinnick 
George, Chase Menke, 
Mason Roach, Noah 
Schinstock, Layne 
Schmitt, David Vraden-
burg, Faith Ward

8th Grade – Elizabeth 
Griffin, Jack Hellman, 
Megan Holtkamp, Sydney 
Jarvis, Adalyn Kruse, Max 
Kruse, Kara Lake, Caleb 
Rea, Emma Scheetz, Tan-
ner Williams

9th Grade – Nathan 
Box, Addison Link, 
Presley Myers, McKay-
la Schinstock, Isabella 

Wheatley-Behne
10th Grade – Anna 

Bendlage, Luke Hellige, 
Teagan Snaadt

11th Grade – Mary 
Kate Bendlage, Daltin 
Boeding, Sheldon Kruse, 
Andrew Mehmert, Seth 
Moeller

12th Grade – Kayla 
Box, Mary Hellige, Anayi 
Navarro

2nd Quarter 
B Honor Roll

7th Grade  – Jacob 
Baker, Jay Ellison, Natalie 
Meller, Tanner Snaadt

8th Grade – Sara Boed-
ing, Kat DiPrima, Peyton 
Howard, Elijah Kline, 
Corbin Moeller, Gavin 
Peitz, Mia Skinner  

9th Grade – James 
Denning, Jameson Den-
ning, Johnathan Hummel, 
Blake Mohrfeld, Car-
son Pauly, Layne Rung, 
Corbin VanNiewaal

10th Grade – Mason 
Kruse, Brayton Schneider, 
Adam Sobczak, Tobias 
VanHamme

11th Grade – Co-
hen Gunnison, Reagan 
Holvoet, Jacob Hummel, 
Ethan Peitz

12th Grade – Brooke 
Mueller, Taylor Nelson, 
James Scheetz

1st Semester 
4.0 Honor Roll

7th Grade  – Olivia 
Bendlage, Cooper Boylan, 
Carter Gehling, Morgan 
Krogmeier, Emma Menke

8th Grade – Eva Den-
ning, Elizabeth Griffin, 
Ellie Hellman, Sydney 
Jarvis, Max Kruse, Kara 
Lake, Emma Scheetz, 
Emmalyn Snaadt, Brook-
lyn Todd

9th Grade – Chase 
Hemann, Brock Scheetz, 
Isabella Wheatley-Behne

10th Grade – Koby 
Jones

11th Grade – Michael 
Chapman, Taegan Den-
ning, Connor Gehling, 
Jenna Hellman, Sheldon 
Kruse, Natalie Randolph, 

Maddox Rung
12th Grade – Emily 

Boeding, Alexa Dingman, 
Jenna DiPrima, Mary 
Hellige, Laura Mehmert, 
Rachel Menke, Anayi 
Navarro, Jacob Pothitakis, 
Riley Timmerman

1st Semester
A Honor Roll

7th Grade  – Kinnick 
George, Calli Kruse, 
Chase Menke, Mason 
Roach, Noah Schinstock, 
Layne Schmitt, David 
Vradenburg, Faith Ward

8th Grade – Kat Di-
Prima, Jack Hellman, 
Megan Holtkamp, Adalyn 
Kruse, Caleb Rea, Tanner 
Williams

9th Grade – Nathan 
Box, Johnathan Hummel, 
Addison Link, Presley 
Myers, Carson Pauly, 
McKayla Schinstock

10th Grade – Anna 
Bendlage, Luke Hellige, 
Teagan Snaadt

11th Grade – Mary 
Kate Bendlage, Daltin 
Boeding, Andrew Meh-
mert, Seth Moeller

12th Grade – Kayla Box
1st Semester 
B Honor Roll

7th Grade  – Jacob 
Baker, Jay Ellison, Natalie 
Meller, Tanner Snaadt

8th Grade – Sara 
Boeding, Peyton How-
ard, Elijah Kline, Corbin 
Moeller, Gavin Peitz 

9th Grade – Jameson 
Denning, Lia Fullen-
kamp, Ethan McManus, 
Sarah Menke, Blake 
Mohrfeld, Emma Mohr-
feld, Layne Rung, Corbin 
VanNiewaal

10th Grade – Mason 
Kruse, Brayton Schneider, 
Adam Sobczak, Tobias 
VanHamme

11th Grade – Cohen 
Gunnison, Reagan Hol-
voet, Jacob Hummel, Seth 
Moeller, Ethan Peitz

12th Grade – Nikolas 
Fullenkamp, Brooke 
Mueller, Taylor Nelson, 
James Scheetz

Holy Trinity High releases 
1st half honor rolls

Fort Madison boys outlast 
Davis County rally

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
PCC SPORTS

FORT MADISON - The 
big start for Fort Madison’s 
boys basketball team in 
Monday’s game against Da-
vis County almost turned 
into a disastrous finish.

It’s happened before 
to the Bloodhounds this 
season, but this time they 
had an answer in Monday’s 
64-54 win.

Fort Madison (6-12) 
snapped a four-game losing 
streak by holding on after 
nearly letting a 30-4 start to 
the game go to waste.

“We were just compla-
cent,” Fort Madison coach 
Ryan Wilson said. “We were 
happy with where were at. 
We thought the game was 
over at halftime. We took 
our foot off the pedal and 
stopped driving, being 

aggressive, doing the things 
that we did in the first half.”

The Bloodhounds let a 
22-point second half lead 
get away in a 52-50 loss to 
Keokuk on January 20.

In this game, they led 
39-17 at halftime before 
Davis County (4-15) closed 
to with 58-54 with 2:40 to 
play.

“We let them back in the 
game and nearly had anoth-
er Keokuk game,” Wilson 
said.

But the Bloodhounds 
made plays this time. 
Hunter Cresswell’s shot 
inside with a minute to play 
pushed the lead to 60-54. 
Leif Boeding came up with 
a steal and a layup with 43 
seconds to extend the lead 
to eight, then scored inside 
with 12 seconds left for the 
final margin.

“Leif Boeding made some 

plays late,” Wilson said. “We 
talked, as a coaching staff, 
after the game, and if Leif 
doesn’t make all of those 
plays, you never know. He 
stepped up, got that steal. 
Hunter had a nice finish in 
the paint. That’s the differ-
ence in the game.

“Our guys were aggres-
sive and went and got the 
ball, and wanted it a little 
bit more at the end.”

Fort Madison got off to 
a furious start. The Blood-
hounds scored the first 14 
points — 11 came from 
Carson Rashid — and led 
23-4 at the end of the first 
quarter. They opened the 
second quarter with a 7-0 
run before Davis County 
finally got its offense going.

The Mustangs also 
switched to a zone defense 
that would bother the 
Bloodhounds the rest of the 
game.

Rashid had 16 points at 
halftime, but would finish 
with 20.

“They went to a zone,” 
Wilson said. “And, I don’t 
know, but I feel like we 
went away from Carson a 
little bit. I thought he was 
open some times, and we 
didn’t find him. We tried 
to run a set or two for him, 
and he didn’t get a shot off 
or whatever. But that’s just 
some things we’ve got to 
grow and be better at.

“We just weren’t our-
selves. A lot of our success 
early was inside-outside 
— we would get in the 
paint and then kick it out. 
For whatever reason, that 
changed, and it was frus-
trating.”

Boeding finished with 13 
points. Cresswell added 10.

Jack Bigsby led Davis 
County with 17 points.

https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
https://www.fortmadisony.org/y-kids-company-preschool/
http://www.KeokukFoundation.org/boyd


Pen City Current - Wednesday, February 8, 2023 - 5

Honor Rolls/Classifieds

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

DONNELLSON - The following is the 1st se-
mester honor roll for Central Lee High School. 
Pen City Current and our family of advertisers 
congratulates the following students on their hard 
work and academic achievements.

Principal Scholar
12th Grade – Emily Barnhardt, Shane Barnhardt, 

Adyson Brumble, Alix Congdon, Keating Fuger, 
Paisley Grafton, Jacob Hohl, Macy Hupp, Allison 
Kerr, Mya Lampe, Karissa Moeller, James Morgan, 
Makayla Morrison, Karlie Pohren, Maren Robbins

11th Grade – Brooklyn Jones, Landan Lowen-
berg, Zach Manwill, Dante Merschman, Josie 
Mueller

10th Grade – Kate Azinger, Alivia Cook, Maren 
Doty, Sydney Gram, Jalyn Hawk, Chase Johnson, 
Madison McGlasson, Kodi Moeller, Lauren Sand-
ers, Andrew Underwood, Drake Weber

9th Grade – Addison Conlee, Abigail Hand, 
Taylor Jones, Jayden Mueller, Addison Newberry, 
Emma Seitz, Peter Seyb, Lily Smith, Audrey Stur-
divant

A Honor Roll
12th Grade – Grant Anderson, Brett Azinger, 

Emma Bell, Emma Brooks, Tom Eschman, Audrey 

Hand, Everlee Harvey, Josh Hawk, Adison Hol-
land, Maya Kearns, Elaina Lozano, Ashton Rob-
inson, Ashlyn Rodgers, Abby Simmons, Lizann 
Vineyard, Jordan Vorwaldt, Gannon Wells, Jacob 
Young

11th Grade – Shanna Buford, Landon Crank, 
Sydney Graber, Bella Graham-Thomas, Sidney 
Gruntmeir, Makayla Howard, Cory Jones, Mer-
cedes Kirchner, Millie Larson, Blake Lindsay, 
Michael Morgan, Josie Newton, Riley Stuecker

10th Grade – Kayden Calfee, Lara Canida, Cale 
Clark, Kamyrn Cox, Will Ferris, Kylie Fortune, 
Jaciann Hawk, Gavin Hayes, Reece Hayes, Abby 
Kempker, Owen Krogmeier, Ellie Lake, Halle 
Lampe, Kayleigh Larkin, Sydnie Larson, Torrence 
Lovell, Carlee Pezley, Adelyn Robinson, Lillian 
Rozario, Chadie Rudd, Lila Shepard, Abby Snook, 
Brayden Wyrick

9th Grade – Kain Arrowood, Beau Boyd, Charlee 
Clay, Aurora Edens, Riley Gregory, Will Hayes, So-
phie Hocker, Frankie Jenkins, Caleb Larson, Mylan 
Lowenberg, Mackinzie Manwill, Gabby Maynes, 
Brody Moeller, Avery Peterson, Juliet Prainito, 
Eliza Robbins, Karagen Rodgers, Kenna Sandoval, 
Owen Swan, Colton Taft, Aubrey Weber, Marie 

Young
B Honor Roll

12th Grade – Kylie Davidson, Brody Fuller, 
James Hemingsen, Sarah Martin, Bethany Peck, 
Ryan Roberts, Bailey Schwartz, Payton Stevens, 
Olivia Tennant, Carly Waldorf

11th Grade – Braeden Barlow, Aubree Boyd, 
Hunter Gregory, Jacob Hemingsen, Ayden Kreh-
biel, Hailey Lake, Shalida Mortimer, Grant Myhre, 
Dustin Newberry, Nolan Riddle, Landon Rudd, 
Logan Ryland, Gia Stewart, Daniel Vallepu, Chloe 
Vinson

10th Grade – Ethan Bergman, Connor Bollin, 
Aidan Derr, Ben Foreman, Bo Herdrich, Albert 
Kruse, Alex Moore, Cash Pezley, Reegyn Scott, 
Zoey Simmons, Lexi Stidham, Brandon Suminski, 
Leo Thomas, Jacob Vollmer, Kennedy Wellman, 
Noah Wright

9th Grade – Noah Andries, Lillyan Azbill, 
Addysin Boatwright, Kristianna Boyer, Aunika 
Bruns-King, Madelyn Derr, Ward Fraise, Layla 
Gonterman, Gracie Howard, Anne James, Izzy 
James, Makayla Mertens, Nathan Newberry, Dylan 
Rankin, Madison Rudd, Lily Thomas, Korbin 
Wilson

Central Lee High releases 1st semester honor rolls

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com
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planned. That’s why there’s 
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protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience!

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

YOUR AD 
HERE

Call Lee today
319.371.4125

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck

(319)371.1670
or submit it online at www.PenCityCurrent.com

https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.PenCityCurrent.com/submissions
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conagrabrands.com/careers

Conagra Brands in Fort Madison, IA is EXPANDING! 
INCREASED starting wage for Production Technicians!
Check out additional details and job openings
at conagrabrands.com/careers and search for Fort Madison, IA.

Production Technician
•  Starting pay is $19.90/hr
• Advance to $21.64/hr within 

12 months
• Advance to $23.98/hr within 

30 months
• Annual pay increases per 

contract
• $175 Company Contribution 

to your pension from date of 
hire

• 3% Company Match to 401(k)

HIRING
EVENT
date
time
location

02/08/2023
4-7PM
QUALITY INN, FM

RESUME
BRING YOUR

Interview for / learn more 
about our open salaried job 
opportunities, too!

Conagra Brands in Fort Madison, IA is EXPANDING! 
INCREASED starting wage for Production Technicians!

Check out additional details and job openings at
conagrabrands.com/careers

and search for Fort Madison, IA.

•  2nd and 3rd shifts
• Starting wage $19.90/hr, 

advance to $21.60/hr in 12 
months or less, advance to 
$23.98/hr in 30 months or less

• Opportunities to earn up to 
$29.46/hr

• $.45 2nd shift / $1.00 3rd shift 
pay differentials

• 3% annual pay increases per 
contract

• $175 monthly Company con-
tribution to pension from date 
of hire

• 3% Company match to 401(k); 
100% immediately vested

• Blue Cross Blue Shield PPO 
starting at $27.69 per weekly 
payroll deduction

• Plus Dental, Vision, Life, STD 
and more!

New INCREASED WagesNew INCREASED Wages
33rdrd Shift Shift

NOW HIRING
(Fort Madison)

General Operator
Job # 231206W

We Offer Competitive Wages 
(Up to $23.58/hr.) and a 
Comprehensive Benefits 

Package
Operations Assistant will 
work an 8-hour schedule 

(days and nights).

Apply Online at:
https://careers.dupont.com

Under Search Jobs: Enter 
job #231206W or refine your 

search by City
(Fort Madison) 
for information

and requirements
   

On-line applications accepted
for a limited time

DuPont is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

DuPont is an E-Verify Employer
DuPont supports the
“I Hire Vets” program

HELP
WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE
MONTROSE CITY 

COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 8, 2023

 4:30 P.M.
REGULAR MEETING

MONTROSE CITY HALL
AGENDA

NOTICE TO THE 

PUBLIC: The Mayor and 
City Council welcome 
comments from the public 
during discussion. If you 
wish to speak, please 
step up to the Council ta-
ble, state your name and 
address for the record 
and limit the time used to 
present your remarks to 

five minutes in order that 
others may be given the 
opportunity to speak. The 
normal process on any 
particular agenda item is 
that the motion is placed 
on the floor, input is re-
ceived from the audience, 
the Council is given an 
opportunity to comment 

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS
PUBLIC NOTICES

on the issue or respond 
to the audience concerns, 
and the vote is taken. On 
ordinances, there is time 
provided for public input 
at the time of the first 
reading. In consideration 
of all, if you have a cell 
phone, please turn it off or 
put it on silent ring. 

CALL TO ORDER.
PLEDGE OF ALLE-

GIANCE. 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

All items listed under the 
Consent Agenda will be 
enacted by one motion. 
There will be no sepa-
rate discussion of these 
items unless a request is 
made prior to the time the 
Council members vote on 
the motion. 

1. Approve Agenda as 
written. 

2. Approve January 8, 
2023 Regular Meeting 
Minutes.

3. Approve January 
2023 Treasurer’s Report 
as presented.

4. Approve Payment of 
Claims as presented. 

PUBLIC FORUM:  
This is a time set aside 
for comments from the 
public on topics of City 
business other than those 
listed on this agenda. 

Please understand that 
the Council is not likely to 
take any action on your 
comments at this meet-
ing due to requirements 
of the Open Meetings 
Law, but may do so at 
a future meetings. The 
Mayor and City Council 
welcome comments from 
the public; however, at 
no time is it appropriate 
to use profane, obscene, 
or slanderous language. 
The Mayor may limit each 
speaker to five minutes. 

EMPLOYEE COM-
MENTS:

COMMITTEE RE-
PORTS:

Public Safety Chief 
Shields submitted his 
police report, General 
Government & Enter-
prise, Culture & Recre-
ation, Public Works, and 
Economic & Community 
Development.

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Approve opening 

Max Levy Public hearing
2. Approve closing Max 

Levy Public hearing
3. Approve FY24 Bud-

get Max Levy Amount 
ROLL CALL VOTE

4. Approve the first 
reading of the Ordinance 
raising City of Montrose 

resident trash collection 
fees of $17.25 per month 
for each dwelling. ROLL 
CALL VOTE

5. Discuss Abatement 
updates at 400 S Water 
St. and 315 Water St.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Consider and discuss 

possible Riverview park 
boat ramp fee.

2. Consider and ap-
prove Montrose Sandbar 
liquor license.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
COMMENTS AND FU-
TURE AGENDA ITEMS.

ADJOURNMENT:
*Please note that this 

agenda may be changed 
up to 24 hours before the 
meeting time as provided 
by Section 21,4(2). Code 
of Iowa.

The average person is on their device 
3+ hours per day.

Call Lee (319)371.4125

Reach your customers 
wherever they are
with digital ads.

https://careers.conagrabrands.com
https://careers.conagrabrands.com
https://careers.dupont.com
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Steffes Group, Inc.  |  SteffesGroup.com
2245 E Bluegrass Rd, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

Let Us Help Plan Your Auction

The Steffes Way.
Selling Land & Equipment Since 1960

319.385.2000
Nate Larson Mason Holvoet

Call today!

Now Hiring
Machine Operators

& Packers

HIRING HIRING 
EVENTEVENT

February 15February 15thth

2pm-6pm2pm-6pm

• • • • • • • •• • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • •

Click this ad
to sign up now!

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

On
the spot

job
offers!

Click on this ad or go to
https://boards.greenhouse.

io/shearerssnacks and 
search for Machine 

Operators or Packers in 
Burlington

APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE

Affordable housing
for persons 62 or older, 

handicapped or disabled, 
regardless of age.

Eagle
Bluff

APARTMENTS
2803 Ave. A

Ft. Madison, IA 52627
Call for information

319-376-1311
This institution is an
Equal Opportunity

Provider and
Employer

www.KeywayManagement.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING NOTICE

The Mount Pleasant City 
Council will meet in Reg-

ular Session Wednes-
day, February 8,

at City Hall,
307 E. Monroe Street, 
second-floor meeting 

room at 5:30 p.m.

AGENDA

1. Roll Call.
2. Consent Agenda: To 

the Public -All items with 
an asterisk(*) are routine 
by the City Council and 
will be enacted by one 
motion and a roll call of 
the Council members. 
There will be no separate 

discussion of items unless 
the Mayor, a Councilmem-
ber or citizen so request, 
in which event the item will 
be removed from the Con-
sent Agenda and will be 
considered in its normal 
sequence on the Agenda.

3. Receive & file com-
munications.

4. Approve agenda.
*5. Approve minutes of 

previous meetings.
*6. Approve payment of 

bills.
*7. Receive reports of 

Officers, including Trans-
fer Resolution approving 
January transfers.

8. 0Id Business-
a) Resolution approving 

2022 tax abatement ap-

plications and authorizing 
the filing with the Henry 
County Assessor.

b) Resolution authoriz-
ing the issuance of 1.7 GO 
Capital Loan Notes, Series 
2023, and levying a tax for 
the payment.

*c) Renewal application 
of a Special Class B Retail 
Native Wine License 
for ETC at 120 S. Main 
Street.

*d) Renewal application 
of a Class B Retail Alcohol 
License for Dollar Gen-
eral #2010 at 710 Grand 
Avenue.

9. New Business-
a) Approve Waste Water 

Treatment Plant LED light-
ing proposal.

b) Approve purchase of 
Police Department vehicle.

c) Resolution authoriz-
ing Mayor to sign agree-
ment between City and 
Iowa Prison Industries for 
mowing and trimming For-
est Home Cemetery and 
Old City Cemetery.

d) Resolution awarding 
contract for Downtown 

West Gateway Plaza con-
struction.

e) Resolution approving 
Dark Horse Subdivision.

F) Authorize Mayor to 
sign ESA for Airport Han-
gar Door Replacement.

g) Approve Salary 
Resolution for Firefighter 
Reserve.

h) Approve Salary 

Resolution for Firefighter 
Reserve.

i) Approve Salary 
Resolution for Firefighter 
Reserve.

10. Public Forum.
11. Adjourn to meet 

in regular session on 
Wednesday, February 22, 
2023, at 5:30 p.m.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

YOUR
AD

HERE
Call Lee

(319) 371.4125

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

https://steffesgroup.com/Home/Auctions
https://boards.greenhouse.io/shearerssnacks
https://www.KeywayManagement.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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www.DrMarkDDS.com

Ft. Madison East
(319) 372-3614

Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-4882

West Burlington
(319) 753-2515

New London
(319) 367-2311

Mediapolis
(319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993

• Family Dentistry
• Teeth Whitening
• Dental Implants
• Extractions

AVAILABLE FOR DENTAL EMERGENCIES

GET THE BEAUTIFUL

SMILE
YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED!

Now accepting new patients

 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

Moody’s staff.
“They came up with a new program where they in-

troduced new parameters  they use to rate judge or rate 
muncipal bonds. They are the service we use to rate 
our bonds,” Varley said.

“They went across the country and redid most of the 
cities and today we sat down and they gave us the news 
and, after looking at our numbers, they downgraded us 
one level from A2 to A3.”

Varley said the company now looks at enterprise 
funds, which they haven’t done. He said the company 
is biased against a cash-based audit, which most cities 
in the state uses.

“They wouldn’t admit it to us, but they kinda said 
most cities in Iowa are going to get downgraded a little 
bit because of that, which we don’t understand,” he 
said.

He said there were other numbers that the company 
isn’t using properly such as transfers that haven’t taken 
place despite the money being present, and they see 
negative fund balances.

“We disagree with them there a little on that,” he 
said.

Moody’s is also considering the amount of money 
the city is going to need  to spend in the future for the 
combined sewer overflow separation projects, which 
currently is projected at $8 miilion apiece for four proj-
ects, or $32 million.

Varley said they are also factoring in the household 
income of Fort Madison, which is below the national 
median.

“We’re doing the best we can, but have a lot of finan-
cial issues facing us. We have a lot of expenses coming 
up and that’s what we ended up with,” Varley said.

“We may end up, next time we do a bond, we may 
go to S&P (Standard and Poor) because we aren’t too 
pleased with some of the ways they’ve reviewed our 
finances.”

In a related issue, Mayor Matt Mohrfeld suggested 
the city also look at possibly getting fresh requests for 
proposals for bond counsel. The city currently uses 
Ahlers and Cooney out of Des Moines. The city last got 
proposals nine years ago in 2014.

City staff was directed to prepare RFQs for the ser-
vice.

MOODY’S - Continued from Page 1

Moody’s changes 
formula for how 

ratings are set
arrears and she wanted the city to consider waving fees 
close to $700 for this year’s event.

“Now I have a $700 bill for picnic tables and barricades 
and things like that. Actually we’re trying to do a five-
year celebration and we really don’t need this,” she said.

“We’re going to have to get rid of the picnic tables and 
some things to keep this where we need to be, otherwise 
it comes out of my pocket.”

She said she spends a lot advertising with the local out-
lets, but she said removing picnic tables could hurt food 
vendors who come to the event.

“It’s a fun event and it should stand on its own. I 
shouldn’t have to fund it and I’d like to have it waived if I 
could.”

Farrell said she doesn’t know what the vendor count is 
until about the end of March. She said there are usually 
60 vendors throughout the summer. She said the vendor 
fee is $45 per market and she said around 20 do all three 
markets and she discounts those fees to $110.

“That’s my security, so I know they are going to be 
there. The rest I don’t know until the end of March.”

She said with each new market, she opens it to new 
vendors.

Pen City Cruisers will be overseeing and organizing 
the car show on 8th and Avenue G.

“They will organize that so I don’t have to do it, but 
there’s no charge or anything, they are just a part of my 
market.”

She said nothing of the caliber of the Summer Mar-
ket lasts in downtown Fort Madison and this year she 
suggested having a band and was looking for sponsors to 
help with the band.

She’s looking at Decade of Decadence to perform in 
June. She said her nephew plays for the band so they gave 
her a discount of $600 to play at the June event.

Councilman Chad Cangas asked Farrell if she had any 
other revenue source for the event other than vendor 
fees. Farrell said it stands alone and she’s in the past 
funded the event herself.

She said other costs include portapotties, music, and 
advertising. She said she used radio, newspapers, digital, 
and social media.

“You have to advertise religiously because people will 
forget about it. If you don’t promote it, they don’t come.”

Farrell looking to bring in band for 5th year
FESTIVAL - Continued from Page 1

• 2021 federal and state tax returns, complete with all 
schedules and worksheets

• W-2 forms or other records of income earned in 
2021

• Current bank statements and investment records
• Records of untaxed income received last year
• A-Number if not a U.S. citizen
 A list of frequently asked questions, including a link 

to a complete list of required information and docu-
ments, can be found at https://www.icansucceed.org/
financial-aid/financial-aid-process/fafsa.

Students and parents may register in advance for 
an FSA ID to electronically sign the FAFSA and make 
future changes. Visit https://studentaid.gov/help/create-
fsa-id to create an FSA ID or retrieve a forgotten FSA 
ID.

Students who are unable to attend this event are 
encouraged to contact the Educational Opportunity 
Center located at SCC. Appointments are available year-
round to assist with filing the FAFSA.

Families encouraged to bring docs to event
FAFSA - Continued from Page 1

https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.TAWIns.com
https://airchoiceone.com/
https://www.icansucceed.org/financial-aid/financial-aid-process/fafsa
https://www.icansucceed.org/financial-aid/financial-aid-process/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/help/create-fsa-id
https://studentaid.gov/help/create-fsa-id
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