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TOP WEBSITE STORY Jan.-April: WB MK Mini Mart sells million dollar ticket

S1M Mega prize won in SE lowa

April 18, 2022

Pageviews: 8,043, Facebook: 14,998

CLIVE, Iowa - Someone who bought a Mega Millions tick-
et at a West Burlington convenience store won a $1 million
prize in Friday’s drawing. That win came during a very busy
week for Mega Millions news: There also were back-to-back
jackpot winners in the game’s Tuesday and Friday drawings.

The $1 million-winning ticket was purchased at MK Mini
Mart, 101 E. Mount Pleasant St. in West Burlington. That
ticket came within one number of having a share of Friday’s

$20 million jackpot, matching the first five numbers but
missing the Mega Ball. A ticket sold in Tennessee matched
all six numbers in Friday’s drawing to win that night’s $20

million jackpot.

Friday’s big win followed a $20 million jackpot winner in
Minnesota in Tuesday’s Mega Millions drawing.

Friday’s winning numbers were: 4-17-20-46-64 and Mega
Ball 23. The Megaplier was 4. With Friday’s jackpot being
won in Tennessee, the game’s big prize remains at an estimat-

ed $20 million annuity, $11.9 million lump-sum option, for

the next Mega Millions drawing on Tuesday.

The Eleanor
and Conrad
Denning
property
northeast of
Houghton is
being man-
aged by Lee
County Con-
servation Dis-
trict after be-
ing donated
to the state
Department
of NaturalRe-
sources. Sev-
eral residents
are asking
the county to
relook at how
the proper-
ty is being
transitioned.
Image cour-
tesy of lowa
DNR.

See PAGE 4 for more .

Local robbery interrupts release of school children

Jan. 22, 2022

Pageviews: 6,377, Facebook 8,067

FORT MADISON - A robbery in
progress reported to Fort Madison
Police at around 3:15 p.m. in the 1900
block of Avenue G on Friday has result-

ed in several arrests.

According to Fort Madison Police

Chief Mark Rohloff, who said the

incident is still under investigation,

the suspects fled on foot after officers

schools.

arrived on the scene at about the time
children were being released from local

After a search of the area, several

suspects were apprehended by officers

with the Fort Madison Police Depart-

ment along with deputies with the Lee
County Sheriff’s Department.

Rohloff said interviews are still being
conducted at this time, but couldn’t
provide any other details due to the
nature and preliminary status of the
investigation.

The names of those arrested were not
released.

Referee at
tourney hit
by parent

April 12, 2022
Pageviews: 6,902, Facebook 2,043

FORT MADISON - Fort Madison
police are close to making an arrest as a
result of an incident Saturday where an
official at a local basketball tournament
was knocked out by a parent.

According to Fort Madison Police Capt.
Jamie Carle, police were called to the Fort
Madison Middle School Saturday after-
noon just after 3 p.m. where they found
Patrick Weber, an official at the Fort
Madison 3-on-3 basketball tournament,
had been assaulted.

Carle said officers on scene reported
Weber was being treated by Fort Madison
firefighters and the assailant had left the
building.

Carle has since taken a statement from
Weber, who's also a teacher in the Keokuk
school system.

Stabbing incident
at local bar

Feb. 26, 2022
Pageviews: 6,832, Facebook 8,057

FORT MADISON - A 30-year-old Fort
Madison man is in custody after a stabbing
incident outside of a bar in the 2600 block of
Avenue L at about 1 a.m. Saturday.

According to Fort Madison Police, officers
were called to Vinnie’s Longbranch after a
51-year-old man who's name hasn't not been
released, reported being stabbed in the arm
after he was assaulted.

Police arrested Wayne Nathanial Buckner of
Fort Madison and charged him with willfull
injury. Buckner is currently being held at
the Lee County Jail. The victim was taken to
Southeast Iowa Regional Medical center where
he is hospitalized.

According to reports, the incident spilled
over from an original altercation at the Ridge-
wood Lounge where the two had separated
voluntarily. The victim reportedly then went to
Vinnies and was attempting to leave the park-
ing lot when Buckner allegedly approached
him again and eventually produced a weapon.
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We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost in 2022

William F. Abel, Jr.
Georgia “Kay” Adams
Merle Gene Adkisson

Benita P. Aguirre
Evelyn Ann Alderete
Terry “TA” Lee Allen

Kenneth John Almendinger, Jr.
Monica Kay Amberger
Shirley A. Ammer
Wendy Gayle Andersen-Cox
Arlen Edward Anderson “Rob
Sherwood”

John Gabriel Anderson
Patrick Glen Anderson
Sheryl “Sherry” Lynn Andrews
Vicki Lee (Aniskewicz) Larson
Jesse Wayne Arnold
Robert William Arpino
Virginia “Ginger” Arrowood
Lefler
Creston Harold Arthur
Beverly Jean Ash
George A. Austin
Marilyn Jean Austin
Susan E. Bailey
Aaron M. Baker
Kenneth R. Baker
Larry Ray Ballard
Glenn E. Barbe
Richard Lee Barber
Dorothy Rosalie Barnes
Charlotte Ann Barr
Stanley James Barrows, Sr.
Heidi Lynn Batley
Steven Francis Baum
Mary E. Baxter Logan
Marleen Vivian Beck
Curtis “Curt” Becker
Ronald L. Beelman
James Steven Beger
Bayder Timothy Bell
Wayne Herman Bell

Thefluis

Paul R. Benbow
Jimmy E. Benedict
William “Billy” Kaine Bengtson
Kirby Benjamin
Janet Joy Benner
Robert (Bob) E. Benton
Cheri’ A. Bergthold
Donna L. Betts
James “Jim” Albert Billings
Sharon Merle Billups
Florence “Flo” E. Bishop
James “Joey” Bishop
Mary Elizabeth Bishop
Janet Lee Blanchard
Lisa Bleim
Gina Louise Blindt
Kathleen Mary Blint
Kathy M. Blint
Ronald L. Bode
Jimmie E. Boecker
Jack Verdell Boeddeker
Richard Joseph “Dick” Boeding
William “Bill” Bernard Boeding
Cheryl Lou Boline
Michael A. Bollin
Gerald Edward Bolster
Emma Janell Boltz
Harold J. Bonar
Ruby Jean Boulton
Aaron Patrick Bowen
Reverend Jerald Wayne “Jerry”
Bown
Brenda Sue Boyer
Terry James Brackenbury
Donna Marie (Bradford) Snyder
Eugene Joseph Brandt
Michael Wade Brennan
Barbara Anne Briggs
Douglas Keith Briggs
Scot Alan “Big Dog” Brisby
James Edward Brockman
Imogene L. (Graf) Brookhart

coming!

Defeat

the

Gary Howard Brown
George K. Brown
Steven “Steve” Kent Brownlee
Eric D. Brumbaugh
Russell Adam Buckingham
“Russell Rush”

Leafa Mae Budke
Peggy Joanne Bundy
Connie R. Bunker
Shirley Bunker
Nancy L. Bunnell
Peggy J. Burch
Janet Lee Burford
Phyllis Marguerite Burke
Jeanne Marie Burner
Rodger L. Burnett
Karen Kay Cochenour Busby
Sarah Alice Butz
Robert “Rob” Cadwallader
Darin Leon Cale
William “Bill” James Calhoun
Mary “Janet” Cameron
Shane Mathew Carrell
Bessie C. Carter
Dennis Duane Cass
Gabriel Lee Chaney
Steven Clark Chaney
Peggy J. Christy
Randall Leonard Chumbley
Clifford E. Clark
Donnie “Don” Lee Clift
Robert Francis Cochran
Anna Lee Conrad
Margaret “Sue” Cooper
Forrest Gregory Coppage
Shirley Jean Corman
Alfred D. Cox
Christopher “Chris” Joseph
Crowell
Mary Kathleen Cummings
Parmeter
Samantha Erin Curley

Minnie Ethel “Mrs. C” Curtis
Stacie Lynn Curtis
Michaela “Mickey” Joan Daly
Charles “Chuck” Irwin
Danielson
Kimberly Danker
Carol Frances Daughters
Lawrence Dale “Larry” Davis
qp
Alice Mae Anna Davison
Neva J. Deiling
Tamara Denison
James Stephen Denning
Bradley Michael Dettmers
Donald P. Dodge
Martha Rose Dohman
Nancy K. Doss
Vickie Kay Doty
Betty Irene Dougherty
Robert E. “Bob” Dougherty, II
Dennis Roger Dowell
Haley Jade Doyle
Alice J. Driscoll
Rusty Duffy
Albert Eugene Dunn
Patricia “Patty” Arlene Dunstan
Margery May Durbin
Fred L. Dyer
Donald Allen Eason
Todd A. Edwards
Betty Eid
Franklin L. Eid
Rory Scott Eid

Timothy A. Eidem
Mary Kay Elliott
Russell “Rusty” William Elliott
1I
Charles Ellison, Jr.
Sherry Lee Emdia
Paul Engelmeyer
William Francis Ewers
Fred J. Ewing

Get

vaccinated.

*l

GreatRiver

Fort Madison | Mount Pleasant | West Burlington
greatriverhealth.org

Mildred L. Ewing
Mark “Squeek” Randolph
Ewinger
Glenda Rose Ferguson-Moeller
Mary Lou Fernetti
Jacob Bruce Fett
James Benjamin “Benji” Fett
Frederick H. “Fred” Figge
Larry Flambeau
William Kenneth “Kenny” Fogle
Sharon Folker
Shari Lee Foresman
Norman Lewis Forster
Lani L. Foster
Judy A. Francek
Mary Ann Francis
John Stephen Franklin
Dolores V. Freitag
Phyllis Mary Frey
Dale Michael Fullhart
Lorry Jean Galbreath
Ronald Steve Gansy
Sydney Diane Garcia
Vernon “Skip” Garner
Charles Richard Gaylord
Andrew Perry Geerdes
Roy William Gehle II
Frank H. Gillett
Rikki J. Gilman
Steven “Steve” Anthony Gilman
Joyce Marie (Gilpin) Sackman
Nolan E Gilpin
Marvin John Gingrich
Helen “Nadine” Glasgow
Pauline Isabel (Glasscock
Randle) Hall
Suzanne Judith Goodwin Dunn
Dowell
Jerald W. “Jerry” Graber
Sharon Sue Granneman
Waleska Mary Gredell Edwards
Earl “Toad” Lee Grelk
Mary “Jo” Griffin
Steve E. Griswold
Angela “Angel” Michelle
Grogan
Joan A. Gross
Paul E. Grossman
Harriette Jean Guenther
Janet Haage
Melinda “Mindy” Sue Hagerty
Hadley May Hagmeier
Maria JoAnn Hagmeier
Lyle T. Haigh

Donald “Zip” Lee Hall
Charles Earl Hamberg
Floyd Walter “Butch” Hamelton,
Jr.

Mary Beth Hamilton
Patricia Louise Hammel
Sue Ann Hamner-White

Vickie Lynn Happs
Kathy Ann Hardy
Paul E. Hardy
Robert A. Hardy
Roberta K. Hardin (Pettigrew)
Anita Jean Harlan
William “Bill” M. Harshbarger
Mickelle D. “Micky” Harter
Robert K. Harvey
Joy C. Hasper
Tina Renee Hattan
Donald Lee Hayes
Marsha A. Hayes
Larry Max Heater
Paulette Joan Hedges
Norma Jean Heins
Joshua William Heitman
William E. “Bill” Heller
Maria L. Hellweg
David Helmick
Edna Marie Hemm
Larry Wayne Hemmie
James A. Hennigar
Tracy Eugene Hensley
Sherry L. Hertzler
Ruth Elinor Heston
Sara L. Heston
Larry Eugene Hickman
Paul Eugene Hileman
Anita “Sue” Hill
Loren Michael “Mike” Hnizda
James Hobbs
Robert Rex “Bob” Hodson
Bonnie Jene Gunn Hoenig

Warren D. Hoenig

Barbara Joyce Hoewing
Joan Marie Hogan
Larry J. Holland
Blanche Elizabeth Holmes
Cheryl “Sonny” Selby Holmes
Marilyn Sue Holmes
Dale G. Holterhaus
Emeline and Francis Holtkamp
Lawrence Dee Hopp
Deborah Horton
John “Darrell” Hoskins
Anton “Tony” Joseph Houser

319-372-5201

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

Charles Vandenberg, Editor

(319).371.1670
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Lee K. Vandenberg, Sales Manager
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We Remember Our Loved Ones Lost in 2022

Merle Taylor Houston, Jr.
Kenneth “Louie” Louis Howell,
Jr.

Michael Francis Howes
Doyle Hoyer
Cynthia Sue (Hoyt) Colwell
Randy Lynn Huett
John Husak
Shirley Joann Husak
Harold Homer Husted
Dorothy Irene “Dot”
Hutcherson
Dale Richard Hyatt
Martin Dale Jacobs
James “Brian” Jairl
Tommy Ray Jenkins
Ruby Phyllis Jones Hallinan
Troy Jay Jackson
William “Bill” Lee Jefferson, Jr.
Anna “Jean” Jinkens
Alice Marie (Gilliam) Johnson
Donna May Johnson
Regina R. “Sis” Johnston
Anna Mary Jones
Donna Jean Jones
Donna Ruth Jones
Thomas Burton Jones, Jr.
Vera “Lucille” (Jones) DaVolt
James “Jim” Randall Judy
Genevive Wollam Kamer
Dr. Satyanarayana Kantamneni
John A. Kayser
Karrie L. Keester
Lorenzo “Rennie” Louis Kelley,
Jr.

Amanda J. Kelly
Ralph W. Kempf
Robert James Kennedy
Eric Todd Kern
Myles Edwin King
Colleen June Kirchner
Delores Ann “Susie” Knoch
Leroy Glenn Knoch
Donna Jean Knox
Richard “Curly” Jacob Koehler
Brandi S. Koering
Tracy Sue Koett
Deborah “Debbie” Colleen
Kohlmorgan
Anna Mae Korschgen
Joseph A. Kraus
Viola Jane “Vi” Krebill
Elizabeth L. “Betty” Kuhljuer-
gen
Douglas “Doug” Maurice
Lambert
Jason D. Lampe
Roger D. Languell
Michael H. Larsen
Wanita R. Lassman
Kenneth “Bob” Laubersheimer

Ft. Madison East
(319) 372-3614

Frank C Lawler
Mark William Leonhard
Robert “Bob” L. Leffler, Sr.
Jon C. Lemon
Michael “Mike” Patrick Lemon
Karen Sue Linquist
Debra (Debbie) Little
Shirley Ann Little
Simone Lloyd
Wymond “Stubby” Loder, Jr.
Jon Roger Loeffler
Harry “Joe” Loffler
Roger Herbert Loges
Alexis Marie Long
Gayle Ann Long
Judith Louise Long
Richard Leon Long
Stephen Wallace Long
Sharon Lee Lorentzen
Ardelle May Lowe
Gerard J. “GJ” Lozano
Lois Lucille “Shorty” Luton
Blakeleigh Myra Lynch
Joseph Patrick “Pat” Maag
Lowell Frederick MacLearn
Charles Edwin “Ed” Maggard
Kimberlee A. Mansheim
Kim Sheree Mapes
Frances Izola Markey
Karen Marshall
Mary Virginia Marshall
Joseph “Joe” Dean Martens, Sr.
Scott Owen Martin
Kevin Lee Martindale
Judy Ann Martens
Shirley Ann (Mason) Phillips
Cindy LeAnn Masterson
William Q. Mathis
Arleen Verla Matta
James Franklin May, Jr.
James B. McCarty
Deanna M. McClarnon
Kenneth Archie McCoy
Thomas George McCuskey
Jackie Laverne McGee
Peggy Arlene McGee
Carl L. McGlasson, Sr.
Carolyn R. McKay
Gisela E. Meierotto
Carolyn Jane Meinhardt
Jean Meinhardt
Keith J. Meller
Lowell Richard “L.R” Melton
Bertha Mary Merschbrock
Tiffany Danielle (Mershon)
Bangel
Kathy Jean Meyers
Delores Theresa Mickelson
Charles H. “Charlie” Miller
Darrell W. “Tony” Miller
Debra Jean Miller

Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-4882

Kathryn Ann Miller
Paul Ludvik Mills
Pauline Maridon Mills
Marcella “Sally” Moeller
Mary J. Moore
Michael “Frog” Moore
Margaret Elizabeth “Lizzy” Ann
Mortimer
John Edward Moss
Becky Mueller
Betty L. Muerhoft
Mary Belle Mullikin
Jeffrey Ernest Munford
Julie Ann Mufioz
Robert J. “Bob” Myers
Matthew P. Myetich
Dale Kim Navntoft
Lawrence Charles Neff
Durell Noland Nelson
Joan I. Nelson
Mary A. Nelson
Vera Mae Neuendorf
Joanna Lynn Newton
Donald Wayne Nichols
Joan M. Nichting
James Edward Niggemeyer
Phyllis Jeanne Nixon
Ralph Eugene Norris, Sr.
Roland Henry “Slick” Northup
Kayden Andrew Nott
Lucas Arthur Nye
Jody Dean Oppenheimer
Michael John Orlandini
LaVerna (Palmer) Alarie Moore
Kenneth A. “Doc” Panther
Dale Willard Parish
Evelyn Irene Parker
Dale Parren
Judith Owen Patterson
Sharon Kathryn Patton
Mary Catherine Peacock
Barbara E. Peitz
Myrtle Mary Peitz
William H. “Bill” Pence
Kathryn M. Perry
Cory Douglas Petersen
Mary “Jean” Peterson
Irene Elaine Petty
Marvin Lester Pezley
Clark Evan Pfeiferling
Kenneth N. Pickerel
Otto M. Pinto

Ann M. Pohlpeter
Carmen M. Pohlpeter
Carolyn Marie Pohlpeter
William John “Bill” Polhans
Mark H. Pollpeter
Rita Pomberg
Linda Sue Powell
Ruth L. (Prince) Roeglin
Betty Jean Prock

Ramona G. Proper
Consuelo “Chelo” Puga
Dylan Lee Pugliese
Harold W. Pundt
Terry R. Queen
Richard Francis “Dick” Radel
Dorothy Irene Rasan Menke
Gregory Lee Rea
Kenneth Wayne Rechkemmer
Donna Kay (Reed) Horne
Mary Ellen Reed
Robert L. Rench
Eric Matthew Rhodes
James A. Richart
Robert Lee Riddle
Doris Irene (Reid) Robertson
Darlene Janette Reu Metcalf
Ned Otis Rhea
Barbara D. Rhode
Michael Rae Roach
Doris Jean Robbins
Lindy Lee Roberts
Gary Ross Rockelman
Peggy Ann Rockhold
Belva Carleen (Rohrbough)
Tinklenberg
Sherman Wayne Rohrbough
Dalton Robert Rose
Karen Ruble
Robert “Zip” Ruis
Patty Ruth (Griffin) Runge
JoAnn (Ruschill) Yaley
Duane Rolland Russell
Larry Dean Russell
Michael LeRoy Russell
Charles Harlan Ryland
Kristal Lee Ryun
Donald William Sallen
Doris Sallen
Germaine Ann Sammons
Elizabeth Jean “Jeanie” Sampson
Gary J. Sanders
Kimberly Ann Sanderson
George A. “Tony” Sargent
Kyle Edward Savage
Judy Ann Scearcy
Ruth Ann Schiedel
Joseph “Joe” W. Schier
Donna R. Schleisman
Leland Edward Schlicher
Jessica “Jessie” Nicole Schmid
Crowell
Luan Carol Schmitt
Mary Ann (Schmitz) Garrelts
Philip G. Schmitz
Reece Elwood Schmitz
Mindy Louise Gilbert Schofield
Celine D. Schroeder
Dixie Schroeder
Lavern “Bernie” E. Schubert
Warren Raymond Schultz

www.DrMarkDDS.com

Donald Eugene Scott
Robert Dale Seabold
Jerry Leon Seager
Travis Claude Seidel
Harold “Dean” Seltzer
David Eric Shanks
Jo Ann Shannon

Ronald Lynn “Sharky” Shark

Geraldine R. Shibley
Henry George Shipman
Carl Elmer Shirts
Melanie Sue Shipley
Richard Fredrick Siegle
Roberta N. Siegfried
Gail Marlene Six
Martha Leona Six
Ardelle H. Skillern
Jacqueline Slowick
Aljean “Al” Smith
Craig Allen Smith
Gene Smith
Marjorie L. Smith
Roberta “Bertie” E Smith
Wanda D. Smith
Patricia L. Smutzer
Kenneth LaVern “Kenney”
Soper, Sr.
Kathleen A. “Kathy” Spiesz
Lindy Lou Starks
Geraldine E. St. Clair
Donald Albert Stecher
Elizabeth “Betty” Steele
Houston
Peggy Ray Steele
Ronald Thomas Steeples
Melissa K. Steffen Hobbs
Patricia “Pat” Rose
Steffensmeier
Robert J. Steffensmeier
Bessie May Stevenson
Gary Joseph “Joe” Stiles
Jerome “Jerry” Stoltz
Maxine L. Stotts
Mark K. Stringer
Dorothy Agnes Stuckwisch
Jerrold Peter “Jerry”
Stukerjurgen
Peggy Ann Stutenberg
Linda Sue Szawiel
Ricky Taylor
David Eugene Thomas
Genevieve Thompson
Mary “Lynn” Thompson
Steven R. “Spike” Thornton
Loretta Ann Tillman
Darlene Todd
Larry James “Jim” Tripp, Jr.
Barbara J. “Barb” Troutman
Lela “Margaret” Troutman
Terri L. Tucker
Sue Ann Turner

New London
(319) 367-2311

West Burlington
(319) 753-2515

Claude C. Turpin, Jr.,
Jackie “Jack” Leon VanFleet
Janice Kay VanGinkel
Henry “Hank” Earl Varner
Carlos “Charlie” Vasquez
Betty Rose Vaughn
Frances S. Vikturek
William T. “Billy” Vinson
Fredrick E. “Fred” Vradenburg
Jr.

Richard W. “Dick” Wagner, Sr.
Robert R. Wagner, Jr.
Rolland Eugene Wagner
Paula Jane (Walker) Stein
Delpha Elizabeth Wallingford
Gladys Ann Wallingford
Doris J. Walljasper
Wayne Ralph Walljasper
David Michael Walsh
Clarence Dennis “Stretch” Ward
Carol Ruth Watson
Travis Weigand
Earlene Lanell Weiss
Floyd Welch
Harold B. Wellman
Charles “Charlie” Welsh
Ralph Bond Wentzien
LaVerne Westercamp
Justin Luke Westermeyer
Walton “Wally” E. Wetzel
Sharon Grace Wheatley
Timmie Lee White
Donald Clyde Wilkens
Carol Lynn Williams
Crystal Renee Williams
Sallie Jo Williams
Robert “Bob” Marvin Wilsey, Sr.
Dale Kenneth Wilson
Gerald A. Wilson, Sr.
Lorene Lillian Wilson Boyer
Fred C. Winke
Brooke Wisener
Sharon Kaye Wood
Debra “Debbie” Ann Woodley
Mildred Darlene Woods
Mary O. Woodworth
George L. Worley
Paula Louise Wright
Robert J. Wustrow
Marion Edwin York
Elliott Wayne Young
Marilyn Kay Young, “Pink Rose
in the Desert”

Patricia Ann Young
Sandra Kay Young

Mediapolis
(319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993
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Denning property takes center stage

Jan. 18, 2022
Pageviews: 5,602, Facebook 6,813

LEE COUNTY - More than a year into
the Lee County Conservation District’s
effort to restore property in northwest Lee
County to it’s original state, some county
residents are now asking the county to
take another look preserving part of the
farm.

The property in question was owned
by Eleanor Denning who's family inher-
ited the farm in the 1870s, according to
Phil Peitz who address the Lee County
Board of Supervisors on the issue Monday
morning.

The farm was donated to the state and
fell under ownership of the Towa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. It is managed
by the Lee County Conservation District.

The state put the property through an in-
vestigation with the State Historic Preser-
vation Office who took more than a year to
return a report on the study to the LCCD.

Lee County Conservation Board mem-
ber Tom Pollpeter said the LCCD board
of directors has been following the recom-
mendations of that SHIPO report to the

letter and doesn’t plan on wavering from
it's recommendations,.

The property had three barns two
on the north side of the property near
Houghton and one on the south side.
Pollpeter said the recommendations were
to return the northside of the farm to
original natural prairie, while the south
side has a barn that is reccommended to
be preserved. Two other barns on the
north side, and a playground the Den-
nings put in are being phased out.

“From day 1 it was always the intention
of the state, and the conservation district
to turn that area into a wildlife area,”
Pollpeter said.

“We never wavered from that. We did
our homework. We had the state historic
preservation commission due extensive
studies on the property. They were so
thorough even the chicken coop was in
that study.

“This is a clash of passions. They want
barn and property restoration and we've
always planned for wildlife restoration.
If Eleanor had wanted that property
restored, she shouldn't have left it to the
DNR”

Semi crashes into St. Paul business

Jan. 6, 2022
Pageviews: 4,108
Facebook 9,814

ST. PAUL - A 61-year old
Mississippi man was killed
early Thursday morning
when the semi-trailer he was
driving plowed into a St. Paul
business.

There's Snow!
Dlace Liketlome
for the Hlolidays

Pen City Current will not publish an e-Edition Thursday, December 22 through Monday, January 2.
Our special 2022 Year In Review editions will publish

Tuesday, January 3 through Thursday, January 5.

Breaking news will continue to be published on our website 24/7.
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andl sk you all a. dery Wemy Christmas ¢ a.Happy Wew foar!
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It’s Black & White and Read all over

According to Lee County
Sheriff Stacy Weber the acci-
dent occurred at the intersec-
tion of 130th Street and 205th
Avenue.

The semi, driven by Rich-
ard Cathey Jr, 61, of Senato-
bia, Miss, went through the
intersection eastbound and
crashed head first into the
Tri-State Stove Inc. building
just east off Locust and Main
Streets in town at about 3
a.m.

“At this point we don't
know whether it was weath-

er-related or medical, but the
driver was headed east bound
and applied the brakes and
went head-on into a build-
ing,” he said this morning.

Cathey was pronounced
dead at the scene.

Weber said a second male
passenger in the vehicle,
69-year-old Alexander Levell,
also of Senatobia, was in the
bunk of the semi sleeping and
was taken to Southeast Iowa
Regional Medical Center’s
Fort Madison campus for non
life-threatening injuries.

Former county staffer
killed 1n auto crash

April 14, 2022

Pageviews: 5,782, Facebook 3,118

LEE COUNTY - The Lee County Sherift’s Office responded
to a single vehicle accident near Highway 2 and West Point
Road Friday at 5:11 p.m. Upon arrival, deputies observed a
GMC Arcadia stuck in a fence in a field northwest of the inter-
section with an unresponsive female driver behind the wheel.

After further investigation, the driver, who was later iden-
tified as Luan Carol Schmitt of New London, was traveling
west bound on Highway 2 when it lost control and entered the
north ditch near West Point Road coming to rest in a fence.

Schmitt was transported to Great River Health in Fort Mad-
ison where she succumbed from her injuries.

FM Police look into shots fired

Jan. 18, 2022
Pageviews: 2,072,
Facebook: 7,713

FORT MADISON - Fort
Madison police are look-
ing into gun fire that was
reported in the 2800 block
of Avenue K at 8:38 p.m.
Monday night.

According to a release
from Fort Madison Police
Chief Mark Rohloft no
one was injured, but four
shell casings were recov-

ered from the scene, and
damage was observed to a
second-story window at a
residence in the area.

That information cor-
relates with information
from a witnesses who told
Pen City Current four con-
secutive shots were heard
prior to police arrival.

Rohloff indicated the
residence was occupied at
the time, but no one was
in the room that received
the damage to the win-
dow.



https://www.CompleteRentalFM.com
https://www.facebook.com/LCK-Roofing-Repair-197144640733531/?epik=dj0yJnU9UWJHc1BOX2l0S1MwdngyZUctcVBFSE9CaXBuYmJUT0QmcD0wJm49TWUyamRYTjBlcXJVcFZqNDdBX3JCdyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2Z2Jv
https://www.PenCityCurrent.com
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Craft takes RiverFest to Quincy

April 8, 2022
Pageviews: 2,479, Facebook 8,500

FORT MADISON - A pain of progress
has come to Fort Madison, at least for this
summer.

RiverFest 2022 organizer
Charles Craft announced
Friday morning that the
annual music festival along
Fort Madison’s scenic river-
front will move to Quincy
this summer.

Craft released a state-
ment indicating the festival would be tough
financially to put on with all the construc-
tion progress taking place in the city.

The release in its entirety reads as fol-
lows:

“After careful consideration and con-
templation, we must share the following
news with you regarding RiverFest 2022.
First, we want to thank all of the fans, our

CRAFT

fantastic sponsors, our committee, our
staff, our volunteers, and the City of Fort
Madison for their steadfast and continued
support. Without this support, RiverFest
Fort Madison would not have enjoyed the
success we've seen for the past six years.
While we have been carefully monitoring
the construction project at Riverview Park,
several concerns came to light. The loss
of 60% of our parking, unsuitable ground
conditions at our festival site stemming
from the Marina project, and the road
construction on Avenue H, among oth-
er factors have led us to the conclusion
that we simply cannot sustain the highest
quality event and experience that our loyal
fans and sponsors deserve. We have looked
at mitigation efforts to keep RiverFest in its
original location and nothing we came up
with was determined to be a suitable plan.
While these things mean that the riverfront
is not suitable for our needs this year, Riv-
erFest enthusiastically supports the Marina

Deputies remove animals from Argyle home

Feb. 23, 2022
Pageviews: 2,971, Facebook 8,422

LEE COUNTY - A family in Argyle
volunteered to surrender 42 animals that
were caged in their home as part of an
alleged illegal breeding operation.

Lee County Sheriff’s deputies executed
a search warrant on the property in rural
Lee County after a tip was received about
a possible unlicensed breeding operation
at the home.

According to sheriff’s investigators, the
owners of the property were cooperative
with law enforcement and workers with
the Animal Rescue League of Iowa who

came down to take custody of the animals.

Staff with Animal Rescue League of
Iowa inspects an animal Tuesday after
rescuing more than 40 dogs at home in
Argyle in rural Lee County. Image courte-
sy of ARL

Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber said
evidence from the search warrant was

turned over to Lee County Attorney Ross
Braden for possible charges.

Investigator Chad Donaldson said Iowa
code regarding hording of animals for
breeding is complicated, but did confirm
that there were no permits or licensing for
the breeding that was occurring on the
property. He said the owners were cooper-
ative with investigators and are presumed
innocent until proven guilty.

The Animal Rescue League posted today
that they are looking for homes for the 42
dogs that were taken from the property.
They also posted a fundraising mechanism
on their Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/ARLIowa and have raised
more than $6,000 for the animals in less
than two days.

Local authorities were provided a tip
about the alleged operations last week
and went to work notifying appropriate
agencies that would be involved in inves-
tigation, as well as obtaining the search
warrant.

Sheriff deputies nab DM county robbery suspects

Feb. 10, 2022
Pageviews: 2,683,
Facebook 4,307

to suspects being pursued
by Henry County and Des
Moines County deputies af-
ter an armed robbery took

in hit stop sticks that were
deployed.

Then reports came into
LeeComm referencing

DENMARK - Lee Coun-  place at the Outpost Bar another stolen vehicle just
ty deputies apprehended and Grill in Burlington. after 5 a.m. in northern
two men in connection Lee County Sheriff Lee County near Bridge-
with a suspected armed Stacy Weber said the two port. Weber said deputies

robbery out of Des Moines
County early Thursday
morning.

Authorities were alerted

suspects were able to elude
deputies on foot near
Geode State Park after the
vehicle they were riding

swarmed the area in case
the vehicle was taken by the
suspects sought in connec-
tion with the robbery.

AGGIDENT & INJURY LAW

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com



https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/?epik=dj0yJnU9N2ViNzdXTm5jc1BhRXVlU2V3aUtLTThWME9XWlhLcWImcD0wJm49VThVb2lZZ3N5T2szMTh5LXlmWWw5dyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmlB
https://pothitakislaw.com/
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Lee County Health Department Hospice

Yo Chroice Tor Compassionate Hospice Care

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in lowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in lllinois

Hospice Services include

24/7 on-call nursing staff ® Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits ® Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance ® \/olunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

?MVLAM@ comfo;etmq) end-ot-lite care since 1939

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672
Medicare Certified

www.LeeGountyHD.org
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Lamb follows in father’s footsteps

April 18, 2022
Pageviews: 2,145,
Facebook: 4,810

FORT MADISON -
Fort Madison has found
a new Activities Direc-
tor, the
third one
in less than
two years.

But this
one just
might stick
around.

2000 FMHS graduate
Jeff Lamb was officially
hired as the Fort Madi-
son Community School
District AD starting
June 20. The move was
approved by the Board
of Directors at Monday’s

LAMB

regular school board
meeting.

Lamb is the son of
Timm and Kate Lamb,
and the brother of
current Fort Madison
Middle School Principal
Patrick Lamb.

Timm is a past Activ-
ities Director and track
coach at Fort Madison
High School, providing
Jeff with a built-in men-
tor and resource for his
new position.

But Lamb said it’s a
new experience and
moving closer to home
has always been a prior-
ity for him and his wife,
Rachel.

Lamb has a master’s
degree in education, but

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUN'S HEALTH!

For more information or help
finding a dentist, payment source,
or transportation, call the

|I-Smile™ team at
1.800.458.6672
or email
RPRahn@LeeCountyHD.org

has coached most of his
life. He was a grad as-
sistant at Georgia State
College before returning
to Iowa at Marshalltown
Community College,
where he started his col-
legiate baseball career
after graduating from
FMHS.

He played juco ball
at Marshalltown, then
transferred to Drexel
University near Phila-
delphia. The university
dropped the baseball
program Lamb’s junior
year, prompting him to
transfer to West Chester
University in Pennsyl-
vania where they made
the NCAA tourney his
senior year.

Gibb buys School House apartment building

March 29, 2022
Pageviews: 2,122, Facebook 9,723

FORT MADISON - A man known to
most for his comfort food and cold beer
now has a hefty stake in real estate in Fort
Madison.

Chase Gibb, the owner of the Buffalo61
Bar and Grille in Fort Madison purchased
School House Apartments in the 1800
block of Avenue F from Todd Schneider
several weeks ago.

Gibb said he and Schneider came to
terms fairly quickly on a $2.2 million pur-
chase agreement.

He closed on some Burlington proper-
ties at the year’s end, but had been talking
with Schneider about the Fort Madison
apartments since October on a tip from a
real estate agent.

“It’s an impressive building, but it
wasn't a traditional real estate transaction
because there were so many grants and tax
credits involved in how Schneider funded
the project,” Gibb said.

Schneider used historic tax credits to
refurbish the former Fort Madison Middle
School, as well as took advantage of some

Tired of the
same old
results from
your
advertising?

Call Lee Today!
(319)371.4125

energy credits when he had solar panels
installed on the roof of the building and
the carports to help offset utility costs.

“There were a lot of hoops we had to
jump through with the Iowa Economic
Development Authority because there are
still five years of regulations and rules I
have to follow as far as renting the apart-
ments to people who meet income thresh-
olds,” Gibb said.

Gibb said he has property managers
who handle the day-to-day operations and
considers himself more of an investor.

“I started investing in real estate about
10 years ago. I didn't discuss it a lot be-
cause it’s passive income for me. I'm a big
believer in diversifying investments. And
what I've learned over time is, and I love
the restaurant business, but you have to be
very hands on in that game and I can do
that now;” he said.

“But in 10 years I don’'t know if that’s
something I'll still want to be as heavily
involved in””

Gibb said real estate was more of a hob-
by in the past and was fun, but now he can
take the returns on that initial hobby, and
become more ingrained in the market.

Open 7 Days A Week

DAILY SPECIALS

Breakfast All Day
(319) 372-5759

5102 Ave. O, Fort Madison, IA 52627



https://www.myconnectionbank.com/kasasa-cash-back
https://direct.chownow.com/order/7299/locations/9753
mailto:RPRahn%40LeeCountyHD.org?subject=I-Smile%20%3E%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.facebook.com/fortcolonyrestaurant/?epik=dj0yJnU9Z2QtNFZiLVliTFl2RnJPTlJjaURPM1VfWHRtMWN1dHYmcD0wJm49RFpiY3RUb3dUNEdPTENZaXZHYVNTUSZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZjJF
https://www.fortmadisony.org/winter-sports-sampler/
https://airchoiceone.com/
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Meller donates property to County

Jan. 13, 2022
Pageviews: 1,641, Facebook 9,027

FORT MADISON - Details were
released Wednesday on an agreement
between Lee County and the owners of
property where the former Iowan hotel
was located.

The county and Circle M Inc., owned
by the Glen Meller family, had been in
talks since November about the prop-
erty. The county is interested in possi-
bly building a new Lee County Health
Department on the site.

The county released details of the
tentative agreement indicating that
the Meller family has agreed to donate
the property to the county for the new
facility.

The county would be acquiring 7.76
acres of land valued at about $117,000
from the family.

Becky Carlsen, a spokeswoman for
the family, said the decision was easy for
Glen Meller and his family.

“They are happy to have this property
go to such an important entity of the
county. The property was once a thriving
business in our community and they
look forward to it being a vital part of
the area again,” Carlsen said Wednesday.

The county is currently considering
using $2 million of American Rescue
Plan Act funding to build the facility.
The county is also investigating a state
Community Development Block Grant
and a potential non-voted bond to help
pay for the facility.

Mayor wants 1,000 new residents in four years

Jan. 19, 2022
Pageviews: 1,585, Facebook 6,122

FORT MADISON - He said if you
don’t put a target on the wall, you’ll
never hit it.

Fort Madison Mayor
Matt Mohrfeld put a big
target on the wall Tuesday
night, right next to the
target he put up for the
new Fort Madison Mari-
MOHRFELD na.

Mohrfeld told the Fort
Madison City Council Tuesday night he
wants to add 1,000 residents to the pop-

ulation of the city in the next four years.

“When we look at Fort Madison and
the last census we see our population is
slowly being undermined and slowing
down and that is not healthy for our
community,” Mohrfeld said.

“What were really talking about with
a better town is we need to grow our
town and it’s time to put that bullseye
on the wall. And we need to say that out
loud. In four years we need to add 1,000
people to our town.”

Mobhrfeld that will require some very
specific strategies. First of which he said
was adding 400 units of housing in four
years.
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City FD rings out Kern

Feb. 6 2022
Pageviews: 1,764, Facebook 8,732

FORT MADISON - A firefighter stood
guard over a large silver bell and LeeComm
called out a final page for Fort Madison
Firefighter Eric Kern Saturday morning.

Kern, who served over three decades
with the Fort Madison Fire Department,
was laid to rest in a private burial after
a public funeral at Fort Madison High
School. A processional through town
passed the Fort Madison Fire Department
and up Rodeo hill gave those along the
route a final chance to salute.

Police stood guard at intersections with
fingertip to eyebrow as first responders
from around the state rolled through Fort
Madison in honor and memory of their
brother.

Fort Madison Fire Chief Joey Herren
remembered Kern as a friend and a mem-
ber of his department’s family. The two
coached sports together and raised chil-

dren together. When Herren said he was
losing a friend, you could see this man of
confidence - a confidence that's demanded
when lives are on the line - meant it, and
was shaken.

I didn’t know Capt. Kern except if [ saw
his name reflecting in red on the bottom of
his bunker gear at structure fires or vehicle
accidents over the past six years.

Some on the Fort Madison Fire De-
partment I know very well, some I know
on a casual basis, and some I haven’t had
a chance to meet and engage with. Capt.
Kern was the latter.

At Saturday’s funeral that became a
circumstance of misfortune. This man
enjoyed a Busch Light I found out from the
service. And he apparently was an 80s rock
man. Kansas, Guns N’ Roses, Led Zeppelin.

We had much in common except I prefer
to capture the fire from afar, while he
preferred to capture it literally. I take the
photos of the accident while he took the
victims hand.

Davis found guilty in Horns’ deaths

Feb. 24, 2022
Pageviews: 1,911

LEE COUNTY - A Donnellson man
has been found guilty of two counts of
homicide in the deaths of Michael and
Linda Horn, also of Donnellson.

On Friday, February 18, 2022 Chad
Ray Davis, 55, pleaded guilty as
charged to two Counts of Homicide
by Vehicle While Operating Under the
Influence, both Class B Felonies under
Iowa law.

Davis now faces sentencing on the
convictions, which are each punish-

able by up to 25 years in prison, for his
involvement in the traffic accident on
Highway 2, east of Donnellson on Au-
gust 4, 2020. According to reports from
the accident, Davis was driving a pick-
up truck and struck the Horns from
behind. Michael Horn was driving a
motorcycle with Linda seated behind
him as a passenger on the vehicle.

Sentencing is set for April 15, 2022.
If ordered concurrent, Davis will be
sentenced to up to 25 years within the
Iowa Department of Corrections. If
ordered consecutive he could face a 50-
year indeterminate sentence.

When Disaster Strikes,

Know Youre Protected

Home ' Auto - Commercial - Bonds * Farm -
Crop * Health - Life - Disability

FULLENKAMP INSURANCE

307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208
Monday through Friday 7:30-5 & Saturday 8:30-11 or by appointment

www.Fullenkamplns.com
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Siemens cuts 32% of staff under market pressure

Feb. 9, 2022 The workforce at Siemens
: . the Hutchinson, Kansas
Pageviews: 1,518, facility were reduced by 69
Facebook 8,532 employees.
After today’s workforce

FORT MADISON - A
series of lawsuits between
GE and Siemens over theft of
trade secrets, patent infringe-
ments and rulings limiting
the wind power companies
ability to import and export
have resulted in a reduction
in workforce locally.

At meetings with em-
ployees this morning,
Siemens-Gamesa announced
121 employees would be
laid off permanently which
represents about 32% of the
current workforce.

reduction, 254 employees
remain at the Fort Madison
facility and 117

employees remain at
the Hutchinson facility.
Siemens-Gamesa employs
approximately 1,700 highly

skilled workers across the
United States, in manufac-
turing, assembly, service and
support, and offices.

Lee County Economic De-
velopment Group President
Dennis Fraise said the staff
at LCEDG is working with
company HR officials to help

relocate some of the displaced
workers. Fraise said he con-
firmed the layoffs with plant
manager Tony McDowell
early Wednesday afternoon.

“Lee County EDG will
work with plant leaders and
the lowaWORKS Rapid
Response team to help the
displaced workers find new
opportunities in Lee County,
Fraise said.

Siemens officials said the
reduction was motivated by
two reasons. A ruling of the
International Trade Com-
mission after several legal
tussles over power generation
patents and trade secrets be-
tween GE and Siemens, and a
lag in the renewables market.

Hwy. 61 bid doesn’t stop city’s project

March 1, 2022
Pageviews: 1,480,
Facebook: 7,896

FORT MADISON -
Despite bids that came in
at least 26% over engi-
neering estimates, the city
is moving forward with
the next phase of Hwy. 61
rehabilitation from 10th to
18th Streets.

At Tuesday’s Fort Madi-
son City Council meeting,
the council voted 6-0 to

accept a bid from Jones
Contracting of West Point,
the firm that has anchored
the project to this point,
for just under $8 million

to reconstruct Hwy. 61 in
the next segment.

Bids were opened on
the project on Feb. 15 with
Jones having the lowest
bid. A second bid from
Hawkeye Contracting
came in at $9.3 million.

Mayor Matt Mohrfeld
and City Councilman Tom
Schulz pushed against
the inconsistency of HR
Green’s estimates.

HR Green has been in
Mohrfeld’s sights for the
past three years. In 2019,
HR Green missed on a
project that was set to
restore curbs and side-
walks in four blocks of

downtown Fort Madison
on Avenue G. HR Green
estimated $1.5 million
for the work, and the one
bid that came in was $3.4
million.

Mobhrfeld also took HR
Green to task over poor
performance of the PORT
Trail along Avenue B, say-
ing the design was poorly
assembled.

Most recently, the city
took HR Green to task for
asking to move a part-time
inspector that was to be
used on multiple projects,
to a full-time inspector for
the upcoming 10th to 18th
Streets’ project.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Surprisingly
great rates
right around
the corner.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent

2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

I'm your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm s there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm* underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who

needs bugs?”

YOUR AD HERE

for as little as $50 per month
Call Lee at 319.371.4125

encitycurrent.com

or email classifieds

Buying or Selling?
Call [faven first!

S —
* Real Knowledge

o Real Experience
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* Real Dedication,

Karen Hope
(319) 372:4040

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®
and see how simple combining your auto
and renters insurance can be!

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

B FARM BUREAU
. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Business | Farm & Ranch

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance C
Insurance Company”.

ompany," Westem Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
-2 Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)
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Vinyl Banners

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

Posters Art
Supplies
Printing
Office
Furniture
Trifold Brochures

319.3712.2121
doddprinting.com

Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Full Service

HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years

Experience!

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328

All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service « FREE Estimates « Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com
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Breeders meet with sheriff over concerns

March 31, 2022
Pageviews: 1,472, Facebook: 4,010

LEE COUNTY - Four area licensed
breeders joined six law enforcement offi-
cers Thursday evening to talk about how
to curb illegal breeding in
Lee County.

Lee County Sherift Stacy
Weber invited the group
together to talk about the
issues in the wake of the
arrests of David and Gina
Sams of rural Argyle who
were keeping more than
300 animals in and around the couple’s
rural home.

They were charged with seven counts
of animal neglect. Both Sams pleaded
not guilty this week on all seven counts.

The animals were taken by the Ani-
mal Rescue League of Iowa and are now
being cared for in their custody.

Brian Mohrfeld, a USDA licensed

WEBER

breeder and president of Select Puppies
in West Point, Iowa said he came to

the meeting because he wants to help
southeast Iowa out of the image of illegal
breeding.

“That’s why we're here. This is just an-
other southeast Jowa deal and this isn’t
what we want to hear,” he said.

Mohrfeld said the illegal breeders don’t
hurt his business directly, but it makes
the whole group look bad when illegal
activity is taking.

He said anyone can come and look at
his facility any time, and state and feder-
al inspectors do random checks on the
licensed facilities. Weber said he’s also
done random inspections of Mohrfeld’s
property and said he was impressed with
the operations.

“It’s the people that have hundreds
who aren’t going through the state like
you guys have to, that we’re looking to
take care of,” Weber said.

VROOM. VROOM.

Get Pre-Approved in Seconds.

*maybe even faster than this car gets to 60, just sayin’!

www.JimBaier.com

Click here to visit us online now

319.385.2000

Steffes Group, Inc.

Let Us Help Plan Your Auction

The Steffes Way.

Selling Land & the Equipment to Farm It Since 1960

Central Lee board OKs one-time bonus

Feb. 10, 2022
Pageviews: 1,593, Facebook: 12,711

DONNELLSON — At its meeting Tues-
day night, the Central Lee Board of Edu-
cation unanimously passed a bonus for all
district staff who return for
the 2022-23 school year.

The bonus is in addition
to a 3 percent employee
salary increase for next
year.

“Over the past two years,
our staff members have
overcome so many chal-
lenges to meet the needs of our students.
By providing this bonus, we want to show
our appreciation for the very best school
staft in southeast Iowa,” said Dr. Andy
Crozier, Superintendent. “We also hope
that this bonus will help us retain our
incredibly talented and hard-working
employees as we approach the next school
year. In this way, we look to help address
the labor shortage affecting school dis-
tricts in Jowa and across the country. We

CROZIER

know that it is our staff on why students
choose to be at Central Lee”

In recent weeks, district leadership
and the board have worked to determine
appropriate bonus levels, aiming to reduce
disparities among employee groups.
Teachers, administrators, full-year office
staff, full-year management staff and bus
drivers will each receive $1,000. Asso-
ciates, building secretaries, custodians,
salaried staff and cooks will each receive
$750.

All full-time staff returning for next
school year and who sign a contract this
spring are eligible for the bonus, which
will be distributed in November 2022. The
district will be using federal COVID relief
funds for this expenditure.

Crozier said the bonuses are not part
of the incentives that Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds announced in her Condition of the
State address earlier this year. He said the
bonuses will be paid with federal educa-
tion stimulus money that was allocated in
2020.

10th Street moves to Kingsley

March 20, 2022
Pageviews: 1,924
Facebook: 14,209

FORT MADISON -
Food service is back at
River Rocks with a famil-
iar face creating menu
and catering options.

Dave Taylor, owner of
10th Street Station in Fort

Mason Holvoet

| SteffesGroup.com

2245 E Bluegrass Rd, Iv\’r. Pleasant, |A 52641

APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE

Affordable housing
for persons 62 or older,
handicapped or disabled,

regardless of age.

2803 Ave. A
Ft. Madison, IA 52627

Call for information

319-376-1311

This institution is an
Equal Opportunity

Provider and
Employer

www.KeywayManagement.com

Madison and Two Guys
Baking, has entered into
a partnership with River
Rocks in downtown Fort
Madison to provide food
service at the bar, as well
as expand on upon his ca-
tering and Take-and-Bake
business.

Appetizers were on
the menu this weekend
during what’s called a soft
opening, where a limited
menu is offered to pa-

trons to get a feel for what
works, as well as gauging
kitchen and customer
flows.

Taylor said the idea
cropped up when he
started hearing from
people who were looking
for more options in Fort
Madison as well as addi-
tional catering services.
They were doing some
limited catering out of
10th Street and their bak-

Warsaw man killed in
rural auto accident

April 21, 2022

Pageviews: 2,278, Facebook 7,298

LEE COUNTY - A 69-year-old Warsaw man was killed
Wednesday as a result of a collision in western Lee County.

According to Lee County Sherift Stacy Weber, emergency
crews from Lee County Sherift’s Department, Donnellson Fire
& Rescue, Lee County EMS, Donnellson/West Point Police
Department, Iowa State Patrol, lowa Dept. of Transportation,
as well as PAW animal shelter responded to the accident at
U.S. 27 (Hwy. 218) and 200th Street.

Upon arrival rescue personnel determined that Steven K.
Brownlee, of Warsaw, Ill., the driver of a vehicle headed north-
bound on Hwy. 27, was deceased. PAW officials helped care

for pets that were in the vehicle.

The collision also involved a delivery truck headed west-
bound off 200th Street, or Franklin Road.


https://steffesgroup.com/Home/Auctions
http://www.JimBaier.com
https://www.KeywayManagement.com
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City creates plan for vacantlots

April 6, 2022
Pageviews: 1,247, Facebook 5,519

FORT MADISON - The city of Fort
Madison is looking to deal on about
eight properties in town, three of which
officials are hoping to see some business
development on.

At Tuesday’s meeting of the Fort Mad-
ison City Council, City Clerk Melinda
Blind said the city has some properties
it is looking to divest itself of and the
properties will be put up for bid on the
city’s website.

“The city has some properties we
need to sell. We've done up little flyers
and they will be listed on the city web-
site. We have signs that will be placed in
the yards, too,” she said.

The properties for sale are at 2614 and
2618 Avenue O, a block and a half south
of Hy-Vee; 2715 Avenue O, which is one
block to the west; 1301 Avenue I, a half-
block southwest of the Daily Democrat;
1410 and 1412 Avenue E; and 1713 and
1715 Avenue H.

Blind said the city is using a process
that Burlington uses to move city prop-
erty into the hands of developers.

“We will put a minimum bid on it and
people can come in and fill out a form
and then turn it in. Then the bid comes
before the city council where the mayor
can use his gavel,” Blind said.

She said bidders will have to be re-
sponsible citizens without any reports of
nuisance properties in their name. The
city will list the properties on the web-
site where they will stay until someone
shows interest in it.

She’s already had calls from interested
parties about city properties that might
be for sale.

“Hopefully, we might seem some
changing of the hands on these”

There are also three other properties
that are being advertised for develop-
ment proposals.

Those three are located at 1320, 1324,
and 1328 Avenue H which is property
across from River City Motors Plus on
Business 61.

City approves FMPD K9 program

Feb. 1, 2022
Pageviews: 442, Facebook 3,113

FORT MADISON - The Fort Mad-
ison Police Department could intro-
duce a new K9 officer to the commu-
nity before the end of the spring.

At Tuesday’s regular City Coun-
cil meeting, the council approved a
request from the Fort Madison Police
Department to bring a K9 officer onto
the police department.

The cost of the project will be
$77,000 and will be reflected in the
2022-23 budget, however Police Chief
Mark Rohloft said his diligence on the
program indicates that there could
be a zero cost factor to the city with
donations and sponsorships of the
program.

City Councilwoman Rebecca Bowk-
er said she supports a K9 program in
the department, but still had concerns
with a two-week training period for
the officer and the animal and didn’t

recommend the kennel being used.

She said Iowa State Penitentiary,
her employer who has a successful K9
program in place, is not recommend-
ing the kennel either. But Rohloft said
he’s had conversations with several
law enforcement groups including Lee
County K9 Association in the infor-
mation gathering process.

The officer/handler will go through
training in March with the animal and
the K9 could be with the department
by April.

“I'm frustrated and concerned that
the kennel were using is only going to
give our handler two weeks training.
I'm still for the program and support
the police department, but the liability
exposure here in a two-week training
for a K9 handler is problematic for
me, Bowker said.

“You have a K9 on the street that’s
not properly handled and it bites one
person, that pretty much bankrupts
the city”

McGowan, Thacher, Sokolik qualify

Feb. 13, 2022
Pageviews: 510, Facebook 12,208

IOWA CITY - The Fort Madison
Bloodhounds had a shot at two titles
at Saturday’s Class 3A state wrestling
qualifier at Iowa City High. That quickly
turned into the Bloodhounds having
wrestlers competing for 2nd place in
eight of 10 wrestle back classes.

Ike Thacher (195), Jakob McGowan
(170), and Daniel Sokolik (220) all won
in true 2nd place matches to advance to
this week’s Iowa High School Athletic
Association State Wrestling Tournament
at Wells Fargo Arena. The tournament
starts on Wednesday.

Thacher was 30 seconds from being
eliminated in his wrestle back at 195
trailing 17-5 against Liberty’s Ethan

Armstrong. Armstrong led 13-4 go-
ing into the final period. He scored a
takedown at 35 seconds into the period
for a 15-4 lead, but Thacher escaped a
half a minute later. Armstrong would
score two more points getting control
of Thacher with 33 seconds left in the
match and the 17-5 lead.

The Bloodhound worked another
escape with 21 seconds left and the two
scrambled to their feet where Thacher
executed what amounted to a hip toss
and landed on top of Armstrong with 13
seconds left in the match and was able
to register the pin with 7 seconds on the
clock.

“I wasn't really looking to score at that
point. I knew time was running down
and I needed to hit something big,”
Thacher said.

District realignment boots Seyb from race

March 7, 2022

Pageviews: 867, Facebook: 1,860

FORT MADISON - Redistricting of county supervi-
sor districts by state legislators has pushed a candidate
for the Lee County Board of Supervisors out of this

year’s election.

According to Lee County Auditor Denise Fraise,
some minor shifts in the district maps received Thurs-
day had major consequences for Peter Seyb who was
looking to run for the county supervisor in the 3rd

district on the Republican ticket.

Current supervisor Rich Harlow has already given
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notice that he will not be seeking re-election to another
term on the board beginning in 2023. Monday was the
first day candidates could file petitions to be placed on
the ballot. Fraise said no one has turned in papers on
the first day.

The 2nd and 3rd District seats are both up for
election. Fort Madison City Councilman Tom Schulz
and City Councilwoman Donna Amandus have both
indicated they will be running for the 2nd District seat
being vacated by Rick Larkin, who will have served
a total of six terms as supervisor at the end of 2022.
Larkin also served four terms in the Iowa House from
1994 to 2002.

But Seyb, who's brother Garry is already on the
board, lives in Des Moines Township, which got
bumped in the redistricting into District 4. That dis-
trict isn’t in play in this election cycle and is currently
held by Garry Seyb.
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Thank You for Your Patronage

Pen City Current has proudly served our communities since December 6, 2016 with the support of these businesses and individuals.
We look forward to many more years of bringing you #HyperLocalSuperFresh content.

Amandus for Lee County Market KLM Realty Sandra Mehmert
Ann Menke DuPont Larry J. LaCroix Sara Jan Garza
Anne Chapman Edward Jones - LCK Roofing Schmitz Funeral Home
Anne Heitz Corey Kelch Lee County Attorney Scotts MiracleGro
Ardith Rump Edward Jones - Lee County Auditor Company
Assured Partners Tony Fullenkamp Lee County Shannon Wellman
Barr Memorial Chapel Ernie Schiller Democratic Party Sheaffer Memorial
Baxter Construction Farm Bureau Financial Lee County Economic
. Golf Course
Company Services — Larry Holtkamp Development Group Shelly Platt
Becky Fullenkamp Farm Service Agency Lee County EMS Shottenkirk GM Giant
Becky Gaylord Fort Colony Lee County Engineer o
, , Shug’s Tiny Town
for Treasurer Family Restaurant Lee County Fair Board S . Market
Brockman Chiropractic Fort Madison Lee County Floral, LLC Oy S SUpET Marke
Bruce Huddleson Chamber of Commerce Lee County Smftheast .Iowa
Burlington Trailways Fort Madison Health Department Regional Airport
Cape Air Family YMCA Lee County Recorder Southeast Iowa
Carrie Schneider Fort Madison Lee County Republicans ~ Regional Medical Center
Casebine Community Housing Authority Lee County Treasurer Stacy Snaadt
Credit Union Fort Madison Lee County Stanley & Jane Haessig
Catfish Bend Casinos Public Library Veterans Affairs State Farm Insurance
Celene M. Coppage Fort Madison United Linda Baxter — Jess Sutcliffe
Charles Scoville Methodist Church Linda Peitz Steffes Group, Inc.
Chuck Holmes for Lee Fraise Auction Linda Pumphrey Team Staffing
County Supervisor ¢ Real Estate Making Stitches Solutions, Inc.
Cindy Schiedel Full Steam Staffing Martha Wolf The Colony Shop
City of Fort Madison Fullenkamp Insurance Mary Ilmberger Scott The Madison
City of West Point Geoff Shields Matt Mohrfeld Tony Wolfe
Complete Rental Glo-Run Megan Kruse Insurance Services
Conagra Brands Green Acres Bar & Grill Michael Avery Tri State
Connection Bank Heartland Co-op Mobile Nursing Outdoor Products, LLC
Cullen Pest Control Hillcrest Hostas ¢ More Services, LTD.
. . . . Turbo Wash
Cynthia Baxter Hinterland Dairy Mohrfeld Electric , _
, , Union Presbyterian
Dan Reiter Hope Associates Montrose Health Center Church
Debra Herrick Real Estate Moose Lodge 671 o wre .
Dejong-Greaves-Printy Jennifer Fett Old Fort Players Unite Way o t ¢
Funeral Home Jim Baier, Inc. Pilot Grove Savings Bank Great River Region
Denmark Heritage Days JoAnn Lampe Pothitakis Dentistry Vigen Memorial Home
Dirty Dog Karen Hope Pothitakis Law Firm, PC. ~ W-MJohnson Truck Line
Detailing & Boarding Kempker’s Printy Funeral Home Welch's Insurance
Dodd Printing True Value Rental Rebecca Bowker Wendy Bailey
¢ Stationery Keokuk Auto Credit for Iowa House Wondra Chiropractic
Don Griffiths King-Lynk RonDavoo ¢ Acupuncture

Downtown Summer Funeral Home, Inc. RSVP of Lee County Your Heat & Air Guy
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