Happy Thanksgiving:

Wednesday, November 23,2022 | 8 pages | Volume 6 « Issue 199

www.pencitycu rrent.com

Two Homes for lowa In i

Mike Norris,
President of
Homes for lowa,
stands near the
foundation of a
home where one
of the program’s
newest projects
is being set this
week on Green
Oak Court. Fort
Madison has
placed two of
the offender-built
homes.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

lowa Prison Industries: Offender-built homes being set in Fort Madison.
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

FORT MADISON - City residents may have a seen a home

PCC EDITOR

being trucked in from the west side last week.

That home is one of more than 50 that have been built in
the past three years under the Homes for Iowa program, an
offender-based effort that builds homes from the ground up.

Developers can buy the homes and truck them into com-
munities around the state to help fill housing stock shortages.

troduced into society after serving their sentence.
Mike Norris, president of Homes for Iowa, said Southeast
Iowa has installed about 20% of the 50 or so homes the pro-

gram has produced. Lee County has seen five of the homes in

Keokuk, West Point, and Fort Madison combined.

The program gives offenders that qualify for participation
skill-based training that allows them to more easily be rein-

Homes for Iowa is a 501¢3 organization that facilitates the
construction and sales of the homes. The homes are built at
the Newton Correctional Facility.

“We do all the home sales and set the program policies, do
the pricing with Iowa Prison Industries,” Norris said. “We

See HOMES, page 8

LEE COUNTY NEWS

Supervisors hire Long to run Lee County EMS ambulance

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - A MedForce of-
ficer and a veteran Lee County EMS
paramedic has been named to lead the
county’s EMS ambulance service.

Mark Long will take over the opera-
tions of the ambulance service immedi-
ately. He follows the 16-month term of
Dennis Cosby, who resigned abruptly

on Oct. 24 with no notice.

County officials are still in the dark as
to why Cosby left the position, going so

at all.

far as to say they have no information

Long comes from a medical back-
ground, serving in several paramedic
positions after graduating from the
University of lowa Paramedic program.

He’s also been a public relations offi-
cer for MedForce air ambulance service.

Current interim director Jason Din-
widdie will step back into his Director
of Operations role.

Long will be paid $92,770 in the
position. Dinwiddie also serves as the
county’s Emergency Management coor-
dinator in a dual role for the county.

Supervisor Garry Seyb said it’s a good
reflection on the county that there were
more than 20 applications for the posi-
tion. Seven interviews were held.

FORT MADISON NEWS
City looking
for 2nd Ward

candidates

Council to appoint next
2nd Ward Councilperson
after Schulz resigns

FORT MADISON - The City of Fort
Madison is seeking persons who are
interested in serving as the Second Ward
Council Member.

Second Ward Council Member Tom
Schulz has been elected to

the Lee County Board of
Supervisors and has submit-
ted his resignation as Sec-
ond Ward Council Member
on the Fort Madison City

Council effective Dec. 31,
2022.

The position will be filled by appoint-
ment at a meeting on December 20, 2022
at 5:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers of

See COUNCIL, page 3

OLD FORT PLAVERS
Miracle on 34ith

hits OFP stage

December 2

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

SCHULZ

FORT MADISON - Old Fort Play-
ers is thrilled to announce the Christ-
mas production for their 2022/2023
Season “Miracle on 34th Street, the
Play;” adapted by Mountain Com-
munity Theater from the novel by
Valentine Davies. It is based upon the
Twentieth Century Fox motion pic-
ture Miracle on 34th Street. Produced
by Special Arrangement with Dra-
matic Publishing, Woodstock IL. The
show performs December 2-4 & 9-11,

See OFP, page 4
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DR. SATYANARAYANA KANTAMNENI

Dr. Satyanarayana Kantamneni, 81, of Keokuk, IA died
Sunday, November 20, 2022 at his home.

He was born on December 20, 1940 in Tenali, Andhra
Pradesh, India, the son of Balakrishna and
Kamalamba Katragadda Kantamneni.

He was united in marriage to Dr.
Jagadamba Jasti on May 15, 1989 in Ke-
okuk, TA. She survives.

He is also survived by three daughters,
Prasanti Kantamneni Khurana and her
husband Kav Khurana of Charlotte, NC,
Neeta Kantamneni and her husband Patrick Neugent of
Lincoln, NE, and Lakshmi Kamala Kantamneni of Char-
lotte, NC, three grandchildren, Satya Kaur Khurana, Jeeti
Singh Khurana and Samyra Kantamneni Neugent. He is
also survived by four sisters, Sakuntala Devi Kantamneni,
Syamala Devi Kantamneni, Vijayalakshmi Kantamneni
and Lakshmi Bhavani Kilaru, and one brother, Chandra
Sekhar Kantamneni.

ANDIGUMS HEALTH)

KANTAMNENI

For more information or help
finding a dentist, payment source,
or transportation, call the

I-Smile™ team at
1.800.458.6672
or email
RPRahn@LeeCountyHD.org

He was preceded in death by his parents, one sister,
Vasundhara Devi Kantamneni and two brothers, Venkata
Rama Krishna Kantamneni and Nanda Kumar Kantamne-
ni.

Dr. Kantamneni graduated from Guntur Medical College
in Guntur, India. He came to the United States in 1970
and moved to Keokuk in 1980. He practiced Psychiatry in
southeast Jowa for over forty years. He was the Chief of
Medical Staff at Keokuk Area Hospital several times.

He was a member of the American Psychiatry Associa-
tion, the American Medical Association, the Iowa Medical
Society and Lee County Medical Society.

Dr. Kantamneni enjoyed gardening, collecting cars, vis-
iting casinos and playing rummy. He had his pilot’s license
and enjoyed flying his airplane. Most of all, he enjoyed
spending time with his family.

A memorial service will be held from 5 pm -7 pm
Wednesday, November 23, 2022 at the Vigen Memorial
Home in Keokuk.

Memorials may be made to the American Cancer Soci-
ety.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.
vigenmemorialhome.com.

Fighting to get you
the compensation

you deserve.

AGGIDENT & INJURY LAW

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, lowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

JERALD W. GRABER

Jerald W. “Jerry” Graber, 77, of Donnellson, Iowa,
passed away at 4:00 a.m. Sunday, November 20, 2022,
at his home.

Born on August 8, 1945, in rural
Donnellson, the son of Jacob and Juan-
ita (Jump) Graber. On March 23, 1968,
he married Janet Kramer in West Point,
Iowa.

He is survived by his wife; five chil-
dren: Julie Graber of San Diego, Califor-
nia, Jason (Stacy) Graber of Donnellson,
Iowa, Janelle Graber of Galveston, Texas, Jessica (Shane
Massey) Graber of Galveston, Texas, Jacob (Dena
Martin) Graber of Iowa City, Iowa; five grandchildren:
Nicholas Warren, Madison, Lauren and Sydney Graber,
Jeriana “Jeri” Graber; seven siblings: Janet (Gary) Haef-
fner, Alan Graber, Barbara Graber, Martin (Coni) Gra-
ber, Pat Dodson, Howard Graber and Jeffrey (Gayle)
Graber. Also surviving are several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents and brother
Frank.

Jerry was a 1964 graduate from Central Lee High
School and a lifelong farmer and entrepreneur in the
Donnellson, Iowa area.

Visitation will begin at 12:00 noon, Tuesday, Novem-
ber 22, 2022, where the family will meet with friends
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Schmitz Funeral Home
in Donnellson.

A private graveside service will be held Wednesday,
November 23, 2022 in Donnell Cemetery in Donnell-
son.

A memorial has been established in his memory.

Schmitz Funeral Home of Donnellson is assisting the
family with arrangements. Online condolences may be
made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

GRABER

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no
charge to funeral homes and they run the day they
are submitted in most cases. They are also run as
submitted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obitu-
aries due to changes can only be requested by the
submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15
reposting fee.
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MINNIE E. CURTIS

Minnie Ethel “Mrs. C” Curtis, 96, of Montrose, IA, died Saturday, November 19,
2022 at the Montrose Health Center.

She was born on March 9, 1926, in Fort Madison, IA, the daughter of Ray and L.
Eve Johnson Thomas. She graduated from Argyle High School with
the Class of 1945.

On June 2, 1945, Minnie Ethel was united in marriage to Glenn W.
Curtis at the Presbyterian Church in Montrose, IA. He preceded her
in death on October 15, 1983.

Minnie Ethel spent her life making a wonderful home for her family
and helping her husband on the farm.

She was a faithful member of the Montrose Presbyterian Church where she sang
in the choir, taught Sunday School, was a member of the Crusaders Society and
past President and charter member of the Mariner’s Group. She was also a member
of the Montrose Historical Society, the Hermanis Women’s Club of Montrose, past
chairperson of the Lee County Farm Bureau Women and past chairperson of the
American Cross Bloodmobile. Minnie Ethel had served as a 4-H leader and was a
volunteer in the Art Hall at the Lee County fair for 19 years.

Minnie Ethel enjoyed sewing, crocheting and tatting. She was wonderful cook
and loved to cook for her neighbors and friends. She was quite well-known for her
homemade noodles. She had a green thumb and her house was filled with beautiful
plants and flowers.

She is survived by two sons, Raymond D. Curtis (Sandy) of Keokuk and Harold
Lee “Pee Wee” Curtis of Montrose, four grandchildren, Carrie Appel (Luke), Thesesa
Klossing (Dan), Rebecca Cook (Clayton) and Corey Johnson, seven great-grandchil-
dren, nine great great grandchildren and one sister-in-law, Catherine Seyb of Don-
nellson, several nieces and nephews.

Besides her husband she was also preceded in death by her parents, five brothers,
Fay, Jim, Lewis, Kenneth and Leo Thomas, four sisters, Gladys Krogmeier, Marie
Dauma, Neoma Fowler and Mary Christie.

Graveside services will be held noon on Wednesday at the Montrose Cemetery
with Pastor Mike McHugh officiating. Visitation will be 10 a.m. until Wednesday
until time of service with family meeting with friends at that time at the Vigen Me-
morial Home in Montrose, IA.

CURTIS

Memorials may be made to the Montrose Riverfront, Inc.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

Nominations sought for

2nd Ward City Council seat

COUNCIL - Continued from Page 1

City Hall, 811 Avenue E, Fort Madison, Iowa.

The candidate appointed would serve until the results of the November 7, 2023
Election were certified, unless an intervening special election were to be held before
that date.

Interested parties should prepare a letter of interest and brief bio and submit to the
City Clerk at 811 Avenue E, Fort Madison, Iowa, or mblind@fortmadison-ia.com.
The deadline for submittal is no later than 4:30 PM. on December 14, 2022, in order
to be considered for the vacancy.

Please contact City Clerk Melinda L. Blind at (319) 372-7700, ext. 206, with any
questions.
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In observance of the Thanksgiving holiday, we will not publish an
e—Edition Thursday, November 24 through Sunday, November 27.
We'll resume publication on Monday, November 28, Breaking
news will continue to be published on our website 24/7.
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From the Front

Large cast to put on OFP’s Christmas production

OFP - Continued from Page 1

2022. This production is sponsored by Montrose
Health Center and directed by Richar Abel.

“This is a tale that we want to believe in, that
creates a world we seem to desperately desire,
free of the blatant commercialism that surrounds
us, where love and decency and generosity of
spirit are their own rewards. What we want
Christmas to be all about, really” So writes the
Santa Cruz Sentinel of this most heartwarming
holiday story.

By chance, Kris Kringle (John Todd Gorham),
an old man in a retirement home, is hired by
Doris Walker, (Amanda Greenhalge) to play
Santa for Macy’s. Kris unleashes waves of good
will with Macy’s customers and the commercial

world of New York City by referring parents to
other stores to find exactly the toy their child has
asked for.

Seen as deluded and dangerous by Macy’s
vocational counselor, (Jesse Weaver) who plots
to have Kris shanghaied to Bellevue Psychiatric
Hospital, Kris ends up in Judge Harper’s (Sterling
Barnes) court competency hearing. Kris is repre-
sented by his lawyer, Fred Gayley (Chris Green-
halge). Especially at stake in the dramatic court-
room scene is Susan Walker’s (Elise Greenhalge)
belief in Santa.

The rest of the very large cast goes something
like this: Dr Pierce -Ty Clute, Bag lady & Elf - Ca-
ris Greenhalge, Drunken Santa - Robbie Phillips,
Macy - Sophia Gilbert, Sawyer & Halloran - Jesse
Weaver, Bloomingdale - Veronica Pranger, Fin-

ley & Shellhammer - Jadi Zioui, Mara & Sharon’s
parent -Taegan Hamilton, Duncan, Rich person,
Foster parent & Newscaster - Juniper Strickland,
James & Johnny - Cooper Barnes, Al - Codee
James, Lou - Kim Albers, Child 1- Neva Steele,
Pedestrian & Extra Elf - Pieper Terrell, ElIf Z -
Macy Anderson, Elf ] & Dutch girl - Sunshine
Zioui, Elf R - Burkley Carter, EIf W - Bella Miller,
Sharon - Lila Schleidt, Meagan - Aubrey Davis,
Pedestrian 1 - Pieper Terrell, and Pedestrian 2 -
Jenna Christensen, Pedestrian 3 - Ripley Mena.
Extra kids & singers - Norah Lumsden, William
Martin, and Sue Abel.

The show performs December 2-4 & 9-11,
2022. Friday and Saturday shows begin at 7:30
and the Sunday matinee begins at 2:00 pm. Adult
tickets are $15, Senior, Vet & Military are $12,
and Students are $10. You can reserve a seat by
phone or Facebook Messenger. Purchase online
at www.purplepass.com/ofpdec2022.

The theater is located in downtown Fort Madi-
son at 725 Avenue G. Send a Facebook message,
send an email to oldfortplayerstm@gmail.com
or call 319-372-9559 for more information. Like
them on Facebook (Fb@oldfortplayers) or visit
www.oldfortplayers.com to keep up with every-
thing that’s going on at the theater.

319-372-5201

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, |A
52627
Tony@tawins.com
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& Saturday 8:30-11 or by appointment

www.Fullenkamplins.com
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CURTIS BECKER

Curtis “Curt” Becker, 72, of Warsaw, passed away on Monday, November 21, 2022, at Bless-
ing Hospital in Quincy, Illinois.

Curt was born on June 6, 1950, in Macomb, Illinois, the son of Bernard and Ruth (Wood)
Becker. He graduated from Warsaw High School in 1968, and on March 11,
1972, he was united in marriage to Deborah Rohrbough in Warsaw, Illinois.
They later divorced.

Curt was employed at Roquette (Formerly Hubingers) for thirty-eight years.
He was an active member of his community and was a member of the Warsaw
Fire Department for almost 30 years, Lions Club, Spunky Point Senior Center,
American Legion Ralph Parker Post #682, VEW Post #9802, and the Hancock
County Veterans Affairs Committee. In his free time, Curt could be found rac-
ing RC cars or working in his yard and around the house. Curt proudly served his country in
the United States Army in the 101st Airborne, Company F 41st Infantry, during the Vietnam
War, receiving his honorable discharge. During his service, he received the National Defense
Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal, Air Medal, Combat Infan-
try Badge, Army Commendation Medal, Sharpshooter and the Bronze Star.

Curt is survived by his ex-wife Deb Becker of Warsaw; two sons: Chris (Michele) Beck-
er and Andy Becker, both of Warsaw; two granddaughters: Chloe and Caleigh Becker, both
of Warsaw; his brother C. Craig (Denyse) Becker of Ozark, Missouri; two nephews: Corey
(Sarah) Becker of Ozark, Missouri, and Collin (Dana) Becker of Osage Beach, Missouri; two
great-nephews: Dawson and Noah; and a great-niece Addie.

Curt is preceded in death by his parents.

A memorial service with military honors will be held at 4 pm on Saturday, November 26,
2022, at Printy Funeral Home in Warsaw. Visitation will be held at the funeral home on Satur-
day from noon to 4 pm directly before the service.

Memorials may be directed to the Warsaw Fire Department,

Spunky Point Senior Center or St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.

Tributes and condolences may be left at www.printyfuneral-
home.com.

Printy Funeral Home of Warsaw is in charge of arrangements.

BECKER
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STEVEN A. GILMAN

Steven “Steve” Anthony Gilman, 68, of Keokuk, Iowa, passed away on Monday,
November 21, 2022, at his home in Keokuk.

Steve was born on August 12, 1954, in Fort Madison, Iowa, the son of Tom and
Jo (Kulp) Gilman. He was employed at area factories throughout his
working career. Steve was a man of many talents, and enjoyed fixing
up old cars and motorcycles. He loved his dogs and animals in gener-
al, and you could catch him spending his free time fishing. Above all,
Steve loved his family, and was a wonderful father and grandfather.

Steve is survived by six children: Tara Gilman of Fort Madison, An-
thony Gilman of Montrose, Aaron Gilman of Montrose, Amy (Haris)
Smajlovic of Keokuk, Troy Gilman of Montrose, and Alisa (Jason)
Hirschler of Donnellson, Iowa; two brothers: Keith (Barb) Gilman of Fort Madison
and Dan (Cindy) Gilman of St Louis, Missouri; twelve grandchildren with one on
the way; four great-grandchildren; and several nieces, nephews and cousins.

Steve is preceded in death by his parents, his brother Tom “Butch” Gilman and his
sister Pat Poggemiller. A celebration of Steve’s life will be held at 1 pm on Sunday;,
December 4, 2022, at the Ivor Fowler Community Center in Montrose.

Tributes and condolences may be left at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com.

DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk is in charge of arrangements.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

GILMAN
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bject to State Farm® underwriting requirements. -
Burlington: 319-752-4328 : (319)
State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed
All Areas: 877-380-4328 Bt gt s conan Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Icensedin an - 1
Bloomington, IL & St at e Fa rm@ . . Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
H Residential wwww.cullenpest.com “Cause who
2001574
www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com Commercal needs bugs?”

Advertise

in a brand new way.

Reach thousands of potential customers each day
& grow your business. Call today!

Lee (319)371.4125 » Chuck (319)371.1670



http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
http://www.CullenPest.com
https://www.CapeAir.com
https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319)371.4125

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING MINUTES
Regular Meeting
Monday,
October 10th, 2022
7:30PM, City Hall

The regular meeting
of the Donnellson City
Council was called to
order by Mayor Dave
Ellingboe, with Council
Members Moeller, Weber,
Newton & Estrada pres-
ent. Marshall was absent.

Motion by Weber, sec-
ond by Moeller to approve
the agenda: all ayes.

Citizen comments —
None.

Motion by Estrada,
second by Weber to ap-
prove the minutes of the
September ‘22 meetings:
all ayes.

Motion by Newton,
second by Estrada to ap-
prove the September '22
financial reports: all ayes.

Motion by Estrada, sec-
ond by Moeller to approve
the September ‘22 dis-
bursements and October
'22 bills to be allowed: all
ayes.

Motion by Estrada,
second by Newton to ap-
prove building permit for
utility shed at 413 Univer-
sity: all ayes.

Motion by Weber,
second by Estrada to
approve the Annual
Financial Report FY2022:
all ayes.

VROOM. VROOM.

Review of Accountants
Report of Annual Exam
FY22. Detail of findings
can be found on the cities
website donnellsoniowa.
org.

Trick or Treat in Don-
nellson will be October
31st 2022 from 5-7pm

Lee County Crimestop-
pers Halloween Event will
be held at the Lee County
Fairgrounds October
22nd from 4-7pm.

There will be a Toys for
Tots drop box in the city
office building, they are
accepting new & un-
wrapped toys this holiday
season.

Police Report — There
were 34 calls for service,
4 traffic stops & 1 citation.
27 building checks were
done during the day &
night time hours.

Water/Sewer Super-
intendent Report — lowa
DNR conducted the san-
itary survey of the public
water supply 9/23/2022,
no deficiencies were
found. Water mains will
be flushed October 17th &
18th weather permitting.

Clerk Report — Oktober-
fest had a good turn out
with several compliments.
Discussion was held on a
few properties that were
being followed up with re-
garding nuisance issues.

There being no other
business to come be-
fore the Council, motion

by Newton, second by
Moeller, Mayor Ellingboe
declared the meeting
adjourned: all ayes.
Dave Ellingboe, Mayor
Attest: Rebecca Schau,
City Clerk

Summary of All
Receipts: General
$22,391.55 Capital Equip-
ment Reserve $0 Road
Use Tax $13,879.28 Em-
ployee Benefit $1,259.85
Local Option Sales Tax
$7,824.88 Debit Service
$0 Rathbun $0 ARPA $0
Water $22,693.44 Water
Sinking USDA $1,816.00
Sewer $28,912.24 Sewer
Sinking $0. Summary
of All Disbursements:
General $27,045.63
Capital Equipment
Reserve $0 Road Use
Tax $74,241.45 Employ-
ee Benefit $2,104.72
Local Option Sales Tax
$0 Debit Service $0
Capital Project Fund $0
Rathbun $0 ARPA $0
Water $17,284.37 Wa-
ter Sinking $1,816.00
Sewer $12,324.25 Sewer
Sinking $0.

MASTERCARD, Misc
supplies ................ 693.46
WINDSTREAM, Internet

ALLIANT ENERGY, Elec-
G s 5,079.48
GRRWA, landfill.... 953.00
MCFARLAND SUPPLY,

office supplies......... 49.99

Get Pre-Approved in Seconds.

*maybe even faster than this car gets to 60, just sayin’!

www.JimBaier.com

Click here to visit us online now

USA BLUE BOOK, Sewer
Supplies................ 961.07
EFTPS, FED/FICA
TAXES.............. 5,366.34
IPERS, IPERS-REGU-
LAR....ccovieeie 3,760.68
TODD HERDRICH, Cell-
phone Reimbursement
................................ 50.00
DAILY DEMOCRAT,
PROCEEDINGS..... 87.48
TREASURER, STATE OF
IOWA, STATE TAXES

........................... 1,841.00
MT. HAMILL ELEVATOR,
Weed spray .......... 312.00

HUFFMAN’S FARM AND
HOME, supplies...... 71.42
CULLEN PEST CON-
TROL, pest control

CITY OF WEST POINT,
Chiefs Wages/Fuel/Prints
........................... 3,303.30
KEMPKERS TRUE VAL-
UE, cutkey............... 8.97
TED M. WIEGAND, CPA,
Annual Exam..... 4,420.92
VERIZON, Data...... 40.01

JM ELECTRIC, INC, Re-
place motor starter

.............................. 290.32
USPS, 3 rolls of stamps/
water bills.............. 321.60

MICROBAC LABORATO-
RIES, Water Testing

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF
REVENE, Water Excise
Tax/Sales Use.... 2,140.24
RATHBUN REGIONAL
WATER, Bulk Water
........................... 5,820.00
KOHLMORGAN HAUL-
ING, monthly service
........................... 4,335.00

LYNCH DALLAS, P.C.,
Attorney Fees....... 153.00
RSM US LLP, Managed

N 508.00
VERTICAL COMMUNI-
CATIONS, phone service
................................ 58.07
ION ENVIRONMENTAL
SOLUT, Sewer Testing
.............................. 619.00
PAYROLL CHECKS, TO-
TAL PAYROLL CHECKS
......................... 14,034.19
CLAIMS TOTAL
......................... 55,825.59

Click here to
place your ad
online 24/7

319.385.2000

Steffes Group, Inc.

\
\x/

Let Us Help Plan Your Auction

The Steffes Way.

Selling Land & the Equipment to Farm It Since 1960

Mason Holvoet

| SteffesGroup.com

2245 E Bluegrass Rd, Iv\’r. Pleasant, |A 52641



http://donnellsoniowa.org
http://donnellsoniowa.org
http://www.JimBaier.com
https://steffesgroup.com/Home/Auctions
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://classifieds.yourquickads.com/pencity

8 - Pen City Current - Wednesday, November 23, 2022

From the Front

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Workers prepare the foundation on ground at 236 Avenue E where a
second Homes for lowa home will be placed later this year.

GET THE BEAUTIFUL

OMILE

YOU'VE ALWAYS WANTED!

Family Dentistry
Teeth Whitening
Dental Implants

Extractions

Now accepting new patients

Ft. Madison East ‘ Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-3614 (319) 372-4882

West Burlington Mediapolis
(319) 753-2515 (319) 394-3255

www.DrMarkDDS.com

New London
(319) 367-2311

Burlington
(319) 7527993

Mohrfeld moving IPl homes
onto Fort Madison lots

HOMES - Continued from Page 1

basically order the houses from IPI, they train the men, build the house, and move
the house”

Fort Madison’s Michael Mohrfeld has purchased three of those homes and is cur-
rently placing two of them in Fort Madison. The third one was placed in West Point
several years ago.

Mohrfeld said he’s enjoying the relationship with Homes for Iowa because of the
value of the program. He said not only does it provide affordable housing replace-
ment, but it also fills skills gaps by training offenders to fill jobs when they re-enter
society.

“What's neat about this is they are truly teaching them conventional construction.
If you go to the site in Newton, they are outside framing houses just like you would
on a foundation of a home,” Mohrfeld said.

“It’s not to be confused with modular. That’s kind of a dirty word in the industry.
These are fully stick-built and come in as one full unit. There’s not any quality cor-
ners cut. This is strictly a training exercise for the offenders”

Mohrfeld is currently having one of the homes placed on Green Oak Court and
concurrently prepping the ground for another home at 236 Avenue E.

The homes have two bedrooms on the main floor and a third in the basement with
a second bathroom in the basement. The amenities are on the main floor so Mohr-
feld said that could work for seniors or be a great starter home for a young family.

“It’s just another offering,” he said.

“If you've followed what we’re trying to do is just create an offering at all price
points. Condos, entry level, good quality. These are great homes and I like the intia-
tive behind this. Getting offenders back in the workforce is a huge challenge”

Mohrfeld said the market is strange right now after exploding after COVID.

“We're seeing things get caught up and come back to normal. We're trying to fig-
ure out in the last three, six months what the new needle is,” he said.

“Costs are coming back in line but interest rates are going up.”

Mohrfeld is also in the process of putting a four-unit apartment complex at Victo-
ry Field.

Both that property and the one on Avenue E are properties acquired oft a city plan
to get dilapidated property in the hands of developers.

The Fort Madison City Council announced the plan earlier this year and adver-
tised the properties to the public.

Mohrfeld said two of the properties caught his eye right away because they stood
out as bad spaces in otherwise good neighborhoods.

“I set my eyes on those because those are great neighborhoods and an example of
one bad property in the mix. My initiative was to make those go away.”

Morhfeld said he wants to get those two projects complete and then will be turn-
ing his attention to the former Jefferson School property and development there.



https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/?epik=dj0yJnU9N2ViNzdXTm5jc1BhRXVlU2V3aUtLTThWME9XWlhLcWImcD0wJm49VThVb2lZZ3N5T2szMTh5LXlmWWw5dyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmlB
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