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LAWSUIT:  Council, staff mum after Happyland Properties owner says he's suing city

Secrecy isn’t 
the path to 
trust, respect

EDITORIAL

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A property owner in Fort Madison 
has all but threatened to sue to the city over code harras-
ment.

Happyland Properties LLC owner Sean Rogers, out of 
West Burlington, said he’s had enough of the city getting in 
the way of his property development.

Rogers said he’s been building a case against the city for 
four years.

“This is Happyland Properties LLC declaring war. I’m 
done playing nice. I’m done being diplomatic. It’s time for 

action and I’m going to take it.,” Rogers said.
Rogers, who grew up in Fort Madison, said his company 

has invested about $1.5 million in the city and has property 
in close to 65 other communities and 14 states across the 
country.

He said Fort Madison is the only town that he has trouble 
with when it comes to building codes.

Rogers said he has requested meetings with city officials 
and has been ignored, as well as having appeal rights violat-
ed.

He said he’s being harassed and is getting nuisance notices 

PIPELINES
County to consider joining ISAC on soil study
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - The Iowa State 
Association of Counties has asked 
Lee County to contribute to a study 
that would look at moisture content 
in soil around pipeline construction.

At a workshop following Monday’s 
regular meeting of the Lee County 
Board of Supervisors, vice-chair-
man Garry Seyb said ISAC wants an 
agreement to help look at soil com-
paction for pipeline  constructions.

“We all voted earlier in the year to 

have that added to the pipeline con-
struction process,” Seyb said.

“There is now a standard put into 
the requirements for pipelines and 
our inspectors to be able to look at 

Middle ground is not something that 
often is seen nowadays in Iowa govern-
ment or our politics.

These days, candidates, elected officials 
and community members often are seen 
as flawed if they speak in favor of the 
middle ground.

Case in point: Too many people have 
staked out extreme positions on one of 
the most important topics, law enforce-
ment. They either take up the nonsensical 
“defund the police” rally cry, or they make 
the opposite, but equally flawed, demand 
to support police without regard for any 
shortcomings in officers’ actions or prac-
tices.

Those thoughts were bouncing around 
in my cranium last week when I read a 
new lawsuit that was filed against the city 
of Des Moines by local attorney, who in 
retirement has become a voice of reason 
in the fractious discussions over the ac-
tions by law officers in Iowa.

If you have coffee with Harvey Harri-
son, and I have, you will find him to be 
thoughtful, measured, soft-spoken, but 
persistent. He is not some firebrand. You 
would not confuse him with some of the 
activists who vandalized police cars in 
Des Moines during protests following the 
murder of George Floyd by a Minneapolis 
police officer.

But do not confuse Harrison’s reserved 
demeanor with apathy.

He absolutely believes the Des Moines 
Police Department needs greater ac-
countability to the public for the actions 
of some of its officers. He believes police 
commanders — and Des Moines City 
Council members — have been too 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Fort Madison Head Girls volleyball coach Kelly Knustrom gives some direction from the side during the 
first game win in Fort Madison’s 3-2 win over Keokuk in girls Class 4A regional volleyball action Tuesday 
night. The girls advance to take on No. 2 ranked North Scott Thursday night. See page 4 for the full story.

See COUNCIL, page 2

INDEX WEATHER SUBSCRIBEOpenWeatherMap
WED 19 Oct .................................................... Sunny and chilly, 49º F/ 30º F
THU 20 Oct ..........................................Mostly sunny and cool, 63º F/ 40º F
FRI 21 Oct ....................................................... Sunny and warm, 75º F/ 47º F

IOWA LOTTERY
LOTTO AMERICA 10/17 ................19 20 24 30 39, Star Ball: 7 All Star Bonus: 2
LUCKY FOR LIFE 10/17 .............................................12 19 24 27 38, Lucky Ball: 11
PICK 3 10/17 MIDDAY .......................................................................................1 3 9
PICK 3 10/17 EVENING ....................................................................................9 5 6
PICK 4 10/17 MIDDAY .................................................................................. 4 4 0 2
PICK 4 10/17 EVENING .................................................................................3 8 7 9
POWERBALL 10/17 .........................19 30 36 46 60, Powerball: 25 Power Play: 3

See EVANS, page 7See COUNTY, page 7

A good start

Property owner draws line in sand with council
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FULLENKAMP
INSURANCE

When Disaster Strikes,
Know You’re Protected

307 5th Street West Point
319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208

Monday through Friday 7:30-5
& Saturday 8:30-11 or by appointment

www.FullenkampIns.com

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

Oral disease can be
a major contributor to heart disease, 

lung disease, and diabetes.

I-Smile™ Silver is
a dental program

serving adults 21 and older
in Des Moines, Lee,

and Van Buren Counties.
For more information or help

finding a dentist, payment source,
or transportation, call the

I-Smile™ team at
1.800.458.6672

or email
RPRahn@LeeCountyHD.org

MONTROSE - The Lee County Robotics team, the Lc3 Thunderbirds, will hold 
a sponsor partner night on Oct. 27 at the Lee County Career Advantage Center in 
Montrose.

A robot demonstration will be held starting at 5:30 p.m. with a team presentation 
made from 6 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Hors d’oeuvres will provided by Elliott Test Kitchen.
The Thunderbirds finished as runner-up among all rookies at the FIRST Interna-

tional Competition in Houston, Texas. The qualified for the competition after being 
awarded a Rookie All-Star award at the Iowa Regionals.

Thunderbirds to host sponsors’ 
night on Oct. 27th

WEST BURLINGTON-
Southeastern Community 
College will offer compli-
mentary assistance with 
completing the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) at its FAFSA Ready 
Iowa event on Wednesday, 
November 9.

The event will take place 
from 3 to 6 p.m. at both the 
West Burlington and Keokuk 
campuses. The West Burl-
ington event will be held in 
Room 192 and the Keokuk 
event will be located in Room 
419.

“Filing for financial aid can 
be intimidating for students 
of any age and their families,” 

says Sheri Knipe, SCC Finan-
cial Aid Director. “We help 
people through the process so 
they know it is right the first 
time.

“The event is a great way 
to complete the FAFSA in a 
timely manner without inter-
ruptions,” she said, adding, 
“Submitting it now gives 
students a better chance to 
receive more state and institu-
tional aid.”

This event is free and open 
to students of any age or 
income, regardless of which 
college they plan to attend. 
There is no need to pre-regis-
ter; attendees will be assisted 
throughout the afternoon and 

evening on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Staff members from the 
SCC Financial Aid Office, 
the Educational Opportunity 
Center, and other college 
departments will be on-hand 
to guide students through the 
FAFSA and to answer ques-
tions about financial aid.

Knipe recommends that 
students under age 24 attend 
with at least one parent or 
guardian.

“Most traditional col-
lege-age students are required 
to include parental informa-
tion on their FAFSA, so it’s 
helpful if both the student and 
at least one parent can attend.”

To complete the 2023-
2024 FAFSA, students and 
parents should each bring the 
following:

• Social Security number, 
driver’s license number and 
date of birth

• 2021 federal and state 
tax returns, complete with all 
schedules and worksheets

• W-2 forms or other 
records of income earned in 
2021

• Current bank statements 
and investment records

• Records of untaxed in-
come received last year

• A-Number if not a U.S. 
citizen

 A list of frequently asked 
questions, including a link 
to a complete list of required 
information and documents, 
can be found at https://www.
icansucceed.org/financial-aid/
financial-aid-process/fafsa.

For more information, call 
319-208-5026.

SCC to hold FAFSA night

on properties he doesn’t even own yet.
The City Council declined to comment on Rogers complaints except to say that 

since he invoked a threat of a lawsuit, they had to refer him to the City Attorney Pat 
O’Connell who was attending the council meeting via zoom.

Rogers said he has invested $4 to $6 million in other communities because of the 
ease of doing business in the other cities.

“I’m super easy to get along with. I really am, until I’m not. And now it’s time to 
not. I don’t play fair, I don’t. I play to win. Period,” he said.

“I don’t care what it costs me. I only care about embarassment and winning. I’ve 
given everyone the game plan.”

He said he’s planning to create chaos for the city with multiple lawsuits.
Building Director Doug Krogmeier, addressing another issue on property on Av-

enue G during his report, said the city attorney reviews legal filings on properties.
Rogers said he’s been trying to work with the city for four years, but Councilman 

Kevin Rink, who’s been on the council for longer than four years, told Rogers he’d 
never heard of him.

Rogers said now it’s a challenge against the city.
“I don’t have to do this, I don’t. I don’t need the money. I love what I do. It’s fun 

and I like challenges, the bigger the challenge the more I’m gonna rise to it. I win. 
Period,” Rogers said.

Councilwoman Rebecca Bowker said that since he’s contacted an attorney it 
silenced the council.

“We hear you and we appreciate your comments, but that attorney mention pretty 
much silences anything this council can do at this proceeding,” Bowker said.

Beacon Schneider shows Happyland Properties has seven properties in Lee 
County assessed at just under $300,000, five of those properties are inside the city 
limits assessed about $180,000.

COUNCIL - Continued from Page 1

Property owner says he’s been 
fighting with city for 4 years
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Obituaries

GET THE BEAUTIFUL

SMILE
YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED!

Ft. Madison East
(319) 372-3614

Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-4882

West Burlington
(319) 753-2515

New London
(319) 367-2311

Mediapolis
(319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993

www.DrMarkDDS.com

• Family Dentistry
• Teeth Whitening
• Dental Implants
• Extractions

AVAILABLE FOR DENTAL EMERGENCIES

Now accepting new patients

At this time we are offering curbside pick-up for orders over 
$20. Orders can be placed via phone (319-837-6126), email 
(sonnysmarket@hotmail.com) or Facebook messanger (@
sonnyssupermarket). Immediate reaction to Social Media is 
not guaranteed.

Call for curbside pickup
319.837.6126 

327 5th Street, West Point, IA

OBITUARIES

SCOT A. BRISBY
Scot Alan “Big Dog” Brisby, 60, of Montrose, IA died Sunday, October 16, 2022 at 

River Hills Village in Keokuk
He was born on February 7, 1962 in Keokuk, IA the son of Eugene and Judith 

Holland Brisby.  Scot graduated from Central Lee High School with 
the Class of 1980. 

Scot had been a firefighter at the Fort Madison Fire Department for 
twenty-three years. He retired in 2017 with the rank of Captain. 

He was a member of the Montrose Fire Department, Montrose 
United Presbyterian Church, Tri-State Gun Club, New Boston Posse 
and Ft. Madison Eagles Club. 

Scot was a fan of Iowa Hawkeye football and NASCAR driver Dale 
Ernhardt, Sr.   He enjoyed farming on the Triple B Farm and deer hunting.  Scot had 
a quick wit and a great sense of humor and always tried to make people laugh.  He 
liked to see everyone have a good time and would give kids money to play video 
games when he was at the Montrose Sandbar.  Scot was everyone’s “brother” and had 
many friends he enjoyed hanging out with.

He is survived by three brothers, Todd Brisby (Gretchen), Jeff Brisby and Kent 
Brisby (Tammy LeMaster) all of Montrose, five nieces, Kaycee Crawford (Sean) of 
Oklahoma, Allison Hellweg (Ethan) of Donnellson, Daly Brisby (Gus Overstreet), 
Regan Brisby and Amber Brisby all of Montrose, one nephew, Jared Brisby (Kammy 
Booten) of Farmington, two uncles, Jack Brisby and Mark Holland (Barbara) all of 
Montrose, two aunts, Ruby Westermeyer of Keokuk and Mary Hemmie of Montrose.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
Graveside services will be held at 1:30 p.m., Friday at the Montrose Cemetery in 

Montrose, IA with Heather Fuger officiating. Following the graveside service there 
will be a time of food and fellowship at Montrose Riverfront Inc.

There will be no visitation.
In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to the Montrose Fire Department.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.          

BRISBY

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and 
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be 
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting 
fee.

OBITUARIES

MARY E. BISHOP
Mary Elizabeth Bishop, 78, of Keokuk, IA, passed away after a long, heart-break-

ing period of physical and mental decline inflicted on her by dementia, on Sun-
day, October 16, 2022.  She was born on January 26, 1944 the daughter of Clifford 

& Etta (Barnes) Jairl.  Mary married James Bishop on March 3, 1963 
in Keokuk, IA.  He preceded her in death on August 28, 2022.  She 
was a lifelong area resident and worked various jobs throughout her 
life.  

She worked as an in-home babysitter, Evangelical Free Church 
secretary, and retired from Methode Electronics.  In her younger 
years, she was an avid bowler and loved her bowling trips.  She was 
a good cook and an avid dog lover.   She was a wonderful mother 

and grandmother who was always there when her family needed her.  She was 
very loved and will be missed terribly.

Mary is survived by: 2-Daughters: Marietta Palmer of Keokuk, IA & Patty (Bri-
an) Steffensmeier of West Point, IA; 1-son: David Bishop of Keokuk, IA; 13-grand-
children, 6-great grandchildren and 1-sister-in-law: Gloria Brewster of Carthage, 
IL.  She was preceded in death by her parents, husband, 2-granddaughters, 1-great 
granddaughter, aunts, uncles, cousins, 1-sister-in-law & 2-brother-in-laws.

Cremation has been entrusted to the care of King-Lynk Funeral Home & Cre-
matory in Fort Madison.  A celebration of life service will be held at a later date.  
Memorials have been established for the Evangelical Free Church in Keokuk or 
Southeast Iowa Regional Hospice. 

Memorials may be sent to: Patty Steffensmeier, 2604 County Road 103, Fort 
Madison, IA 52627.  Online condolences to Mary’s family may be left at the King-
Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.

BISHOP

https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/?epik=dj0yJnU9N2ViNzdXTm5jc1BhRXVlU2V3aUtLTThWME9XWlhLcWImcD0wJm49VThVb2lZZ3N5T2szMTh5LXlmWWw5dyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmlB
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
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Paid for by the Committee to Elect Becky Gaylor for Treasurer

GO FOR GAYLORD

If  you want
• the Treasurer’s office open full-time – including Driver’s 

License. . .

• a positive change in Lee County. . .

• proven leadership with over 15 years experience!. . .

• reliable customer service. . .

SHARE YOUR VOICE
• Choose Becky Gaylord 

for Treasurer to see a positive 

change!

• Return Treasurer Services 

to both locations FULL TIME!

• Voting for Becky means 

you are voting for the most 

qualified candidate!

BECKY GAYLORD
• Grew up with meager 

mean so she knows  how 

to make fiscally reliable 

decisions

• Proven leadership – over 

15 years of dedicated ser-

vice to Lee County

In these tough economic times, the right person for this job
counts now more than ever!

Fort Madison’s Elle Ruble (13) catches a set off an attack in the first 
game of the Bloodhounds’ 5-set win over Keokuk in Class 4A Region 8 
volleyball action Tuesday night in Keokuk.

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
PCC EDITOR

KEOKUK — Fort Madison was three points away from winning the fourth 
game and the match in Tuesday’s Class 4A quarterfinal against Keokuk — 
and lost the game.

The Bloodhounds were six points away from elimination in the fifth and 
deciding game, and rallied to win the match.

It was a rollercoaster night for Fort Madison in the 25-20, 25-27, 25-23, 23-
25, 15-11 win over the Chiefs, but the Bloodhounds’ season is still going.

Fort Madison (4-24) plays at No. 2 North Scott (30-5) on Thursday night in 
the semifinals.

The Bloodhounds stayed alive by putting their regular season behind them. 
Two of their losses came to the Chiefs.

“This meant a lot, since we had lost to them twice already,” said junior hit-
ter Taylor Johnson, who led the Bloodhounds with 14 kills and nine blocks.

The postseason, Johnson said, was “kind of a fresh start.”
It was a constant battle with the Chiefs (10-19). Fort Madison had game 

point in the second game at 24-23, then fought off a game point down 25-
24 with a Johnson block before giving up the last two points. Keokuk then 
fought off a game point at 24-22 in the third game before the Bloodhounds 
won to take a 2-1 lead.

The frustrating game was the fourth, when Fort Madison led 21-17 before 
the Chiefs scored the next four points. The Bloodhounds then led 22-21 be-
fore Keokuk scored the final four points.

“It was the same message — believe in yourself, believe in what we’re doing, 
have fun,” Fort Madison coach Kelly Knustrom said. “Whatever happens, 
play hard to the end.

“I’m quite proud of them. They never let up. They kept going at them.”
The Bloodhounds trailed 9-4 in the fifth game before rallying to tie the 

game at 10, and then 11. A Johnson block put them up 12-11, and they 
would score the final three points of the match, the last coming on a Johnson 
kill.

“We just had to get the energy back up and get a rally going,” Johnson said.
“She played great tonight,” Knustrom said of Johnson. “Her blocking, we’ve 

Lady Hounds hold off Keokuk 
in Class 4A regional opener

been working on that a lot. That’s one part of the game that she’s been want-
ing to elevate. It felt good to put some balls back at them tonight.”

The Bloodhounds got contributions from everyone.
• Aija Jenkins had 11 kills 
• Dayonna Davis had seven kills and three blocks
• Lauryn Helmick had five kills and two blocks, adding three aces.
• Lexi Beebe served 11-of-13, with one ace and nine digs
• Isabella Boeding served 19-of-20 with aces, adding 11 digs
• Dalaney Walker served 14-of-15 with two aces.
• Amy Yasenchok served 13-of-14 and had 25 digs
• Elle Ruble added 22 digs.
• Molly Knipe had 23 assists and four aces.
• Mara Smith had 16 assists.
“They executed the game plan pretty well,” Knustrom said. “I’m su-

per-proud of them.”

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
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Classifieds

YOUR AD HERE
for as little as $50 per month

Call Lee at 319.371.4125
or email classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

PEN CITY CURRENT CLASSIFIEDS

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com
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Coverage that works
when they can’t

Let’s face it — accidents can happen in any workplace.  
Farm Bureau Workers’ Compensation insurance can 
protect you, as the owner, from the high cost of 
unexpected injuries to your employees. Call me to 
schedule a SuperCheck® to make sure your most valuable 
resource — your employees — are protected.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company* & Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des
Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)
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Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services WC010 (7-16)

Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience!

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Buying or Selling?
Call Karen first!

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

• Real Knowledge
• Real Experience
• Real Dedication

Real Results!Real Results!

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
https://www.CapeAir.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
https://www.facebook.com/makingstitchesfortmadison
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
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Classifieds/Public Notices

Steffes Group, Inc.  |  SteffesGroup.com
2245 E Bluegrass Rd, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641

Nate Larson Mason Holvoet

Let Us Help Plan Your Auction

The Steffes Way.
Selling Land & the Equipment to Farm It Since 1960

319.385.2000

Call today!

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

LEE COUNTY BOARD 
OF SUPERVISORS 

REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 12, 2022

The Lee County Board 
of Supervisors met at 
the Lee County Admin-
istration Building in Fort 
Madison on Monday, 
September 12, 2022 at 
10:00 a.m.

Present: Matt Pflug, 
Garry Seyb, Ron Fed-
ler, Rick Larkin, Charles 
Holmes.

All votes are unanimous 
unless indicated other-
wise.

The Board opened the 
meeting by reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Fedler, 
seconded by Larkin, to 
approve the agenda. 
Motion carried.

There was no Public 
Input.

Moved by Larkin, sec-
onded by Holmes, to ap-
prove the Third and Final 
Reading and Publication 
of the Amended Elec-
tion Ordinance. Motion 
carried.

Moved by Holmes, 
seconded by Seyb, to 
approve the First Reading 
of an Amended Pioneer 
Cemetery Commission 

Ordinance. Motion car-
ried.

The Board held a dis-
cussion of a Haul Road 
Agreement with Nustar 
Pipeline.

Moved by Seyb, 
seconded by Holmes, to 
approve a Codification 
Services Agreement with 
Iowa Codification. Motion 
carried.

The Board held a dis-
cussion with Justin Foss, 
Strategic Project Manager 
with Alliant Energy, about 
a proposed Solar Field 
around the Wever area.

Moved by Fedler, 
seconded by Holmes, 
to approve the Tuesday, 
September 6, 2022 Board 
Minutes. Motion carried.

Moved by Holmes, 
seconded by Larkin, to 
approve the payment of 
claims. Motion carried.

Moved by Seyb, 
seconded by Holmes, to 
approve a reclassification 
for Breanna Kramer-Ries-
berg, from Community 
Outreach and Develop-
ment Coordinator $21.01/
hr. to Grant Coordinator 
$24.53/hr., effective 
9/19/22. Motion carried.

Received and filed a 
Manure Management An-
nual Update for Mehmert 
Farms in Pleasant Ridge 
Township and the Sher-

iff’s Monthly Report for 
August 2022.

Committee Reports: 
Holmes reported on the 
release of the results of 
a Child Care Marketing 
Study. Fedler reported on 
a meeting he and Pflug 
attended with Alliant En-
ergy. Seyb reported on a 
meeting with NuStar Pipe-
line. Pflug reported that 
he is looking for a location 
to house another ambu-
lance due to the Keokuk 
Hospital closing. Health 
Department Administrator 
Michele Ross announced 
that Vitalant booster shots 
will be available soon.

At 10:50 a.m. a motion 
was made by Fedler, 
seconded by Holmes, to 
adjourn. Motion carried. 
The next meeting will be 
held on Monday, Sep-
tember 19, 2022 at 10:00 
a.m. at the Administration 
Building in Fort Madison.

Matt Pflug, Chairman
Attest: Denise Fraise, 

Lee County Auditor

Claims Paid
September 12, 2022

Ace Hardware, splys
................................ 18.37
Agriland, fuel....... 1660.13
Airgas USA, splys
.............................. 340.35
All Seas Music, svs

.............................. 392.70
Alliant Enrgy, svs
.......................... 21423.30
Amerigroup, rfnd ... 129.62
Animal House, edu ... 4.00
Barr Mem Chpl, svs
............................ 1200.00
Blades/Green, svs
............................ 2607.00
B & C Salvage, svs
.............................. 234.00
Bnd Tree Mdcl, equp
.............................6114.06
Brightree Home, svs
............................ 3263.50
CCS, svs ............... 479.00
CSW Services, svs
.............................. 150.00
Cullen Pest Cntrl, svs
.............................. 571.00
Culligan, water ........ 87.94
CBS, svs ........... 13555.00
Democrat Co, publ
.............................. 567.00
DM Co Auditor, svs
................................ 25.00
Dodd Prtg, splys ..... 60.00
Dnnllsn Lumber, equp
.............................. 796.09
Dnnllsn Tire, svs ... 251.32
Double A Glass, svs
...............................411.54
EMSLRC, edu......... 93.50
Farm/Home, splys
.............................. 230.33
R Fedler, exps ........ 65.00
Floyds EZ Way, svs
................................ 60.00
FM Water, svs ....... 197.99
Garratt-Callahan, svs
.............................. 750.00
S Gray Rpr, svs .... 445.50

GRRWA, svs ..... 13382.00
M Hellige, svs ..... 1424.90
Henry Co Auditor, svs
................................ 75.00
C Holmes, exps .... 772.72
Home Thrpy Sol, svs
............................ 4250.50
Hope Haven, svs .. 451.50
IA Law Enfmt Acdy, ed
.............................. 150.00
IA Office St ME, svs
............................ 9329.98
IA Sec/State, DP svs
.............................4011.00
IA St Pen, meals
............................ 7500.00
Jays Auto, svs......... 51.40
R Johnson, svs ..... 126.00
Keo Med Equp, splys
............................ 7334.89
Rvrfrnt Brdctg, publ
.............................. 200.00
KingLynk Fnrl, svs
............................ 2400.00
L Krehbiel, svs ...... 988.50
LeeCo Treas, costs
............................ 8370.99
Liberty Util, gas ..... 244.32
C Newman, svs .... 282.00
Linn Co Adtr, svs... 449.93
Lutheran Journal, publ
.............................. 267.00
McFarlands, splys
............................ 1096.37
MidAmer Enrgy, gas
.............................. 141.28
R Millmier, exps ...... 46.00
R Moore, svs ........ 150.00
Motorola Sol, equp
............................ 4679.50
AT Conf, svs ......... 231.37
O’Reilly Auto, parts ... 9.41

Optum Rx, splys
............................ 1273.78
Pen City Current, publ
.............................. 652.50
M Pflug, exps .......... 93.00
Practicon, svs ......... 57.56
Prairie Farms, splys
.............................. 486.40
Quadient Finance, exps
............................ 4000.00
RicohUSA, splys ... 487.86
B Roberts, exps .... 971.50
Schmitz Funeral, svs
.............................. 487.20
J Schneider, svs ... 385.00
Sherwood Co, svs
.............................. 616.75
SIADSA, svs ....... 1760.00
SE IA Reg Med, svs
.............................. 300.00
S Sproul, exps ........ 44.00
C Steele, exps ...... 334.80
Stericycle, svs....... 648.37
StoreyKenworthy, splys
............................ 3664.63
Truck Repair, parts
.............................. 168.95
Turbo Wash, svs ... 125.00
US Cell, svs ........ 2021.12
Vertical Comm, svs
.............................. 140.85
West Grp, splys ...1177.34
West Pt Utility, svs
.............................. 103.87
Wex Bank, fuel ... 7149.18
Wilhite Auto Body, svs
.............................1152.61
S Wilson, svs ........ 234.00
Yng Hse Family, svs
............................ 1446.15

Click here to place your ad online 24/7
PANTONE 357C
C=88
M=45
Y=98
K=16

FOUNDED 1920
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https://steffesgroup.com/Home/Auctions
https://classifieds.yourquickads.com/pencity
http://SmokeyBear.com
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

Minimum deposit

Minimum deposit

Minimum deposit

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/17/22. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability 
and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, 
the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal 
value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be 
permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and 
do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and 
thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. 
(DTC).

Tony Fullenkamp 
Financial Advisor

614 9th St 
Fort Madison, IA 52627-2808 
319-669-1041

1-year 4.20 $1000

2-year 4.50 $1000

3-year 4.45 $1000

 Bonny Buyer, May 7, 2019   9

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA 
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

MIDWEST OLD
THRESHERS REUNION

Grandstand Entertainment
Sat. Aug 31st

Joe Diffie

ATTENTION MUSICIANS!
We want YOU! New event in
Montrose, IA starting Sat. May
4th at 1pm behind the Fire
Station at Picken Park. Event
will be held 1st Sat of month
thru Sept. Call Linda Johnson
at 319-795-3675 for more info.

LEARN BASIC HYPNOSIS: 3-
day training seminar, taught by
Master Hypnotist Norma Dav-
is. $100 per person. Call 319-
470-6391 to reserve a seat.
May 22nd, 23rd, & 24th.

HAULING ANY Junk, Metal,
etc. Price by job. Call 319-528-
2807 for more info.

FREE: 4 railroad ties. 319-
463-7519

TO GIVE AWAY: 1 yr. old
round toilet. 319-372-4444

Reach over 111,000
potential local buyers!
Selling an item? We can help!
Call the Bonny Buyer today
to find out how you can get

your item seen by over
111,000 potential locals

buyers with our
MVP network of papers.

(319)372-6421

FOR SALE: 2011 Honda CR-
V EX-L, 78k mi., new Michelin
tires, 4WD, 2.4L engine, moon
roof. 319-212-0269

FOR SALE: 2008 Mitsubishi
Lancer 4-dr. Very clean, GPS.
$4,700 OBO. 319-372-1628 or
319-470-3581

VERY CLEAN, excellent con-
dition: 2012 Ford F150 Crew
Cab XLT 4WD 5.0L V8,
M i l e a g e  9 2 , 2 2 1 ,  V I N
1FTFW1EF8CF343360, tow-
ing camper/pkg, alum wheels,
bed liner, fixed running boards,
power seat.  Make an offer to
The Hub-Co Credit Union, 310
Bank St., Keokuk, IA  52632
by phone, in person or mail.
Asking $18,500.  Accepting of-
fers through 5/10/2019.

FOR SALE: 2007 Ford F-150
XLT Triton package, 4x4, 4.6L
V8, 95,918 mi., tow package,
t i l t  wheel ,  cru ise,  power
locks/windows, red in color
w/black topper. $10,600. 319-
201-0950

FOR SALE: 1999 Toyota Ta-
coma, 114,900 mi., 2WD, pre-
runner, V6, auto., extended
cab, tow package, very good
cond., $6500. 319-470-3981

319-372-5201
Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

accepting of policing 
practices that are discrim-
inatory or abusive.

In the wake of citizen 
protests following Floyd’s 
death in May 2020, Har-
rison has been trying to 
evaluate the use of force 
by Des Moines police. He 
obtained a police depart-
ment report on its offi-
cers’ use of force during 
2020. Like any thorough 
researcher, he followed up 
by asking for copies of the 
documents the city used 
in preparing the report.

Harrison also asked for 
a copy of the department’s 
use-of-force findings 
from an incident on 
May 31, 2020, involving 
three police officers who 
approached a man who 
was walking alone across 
Court Avenue about 2:30 
a.m. The incident was 
captured on private video 
that Harrison obtained. 
The video showed the 
officers shove the uniden-
tified man to the ground 
and then walk away.

“It’s not OK for any-
body, including Des 
Moines police officers, 
to come up and knock 
a person down on the 
street and apparently pick 
up their cell phone and 
walk away,” Harrison told 
KCCI-TV when the video 
surfaced earlier this year.

Harrison noted in his 
request to the city that the 
2020 summary report said 
there were 282 contacts 
between Des Moines 
officers and the public 
that year that involved the 
use of force. A total of 387 
use-of-force reports were 
prepared regarding those 
incidents.

The reply to Harrison 
should trouble Iowans, 
whether they live in Des 
Moines or merely visit 
there periodically.

City officials claimed 
these use-of-force reports 
must be kept confidential 
because they are part of 
the officers’ personnel 
files, because the reports 
are part of a law en-
forcement investigation, 
because the reports are 
attorney work product 
prepared in anticipation 
of litigation, and because 
Iowa law makes confi-
dential any complaints 
against law officers and 
any statements, interviews 
or disciplinary proceed-
ings that grow out of 
those complaints.

Here is the problem 
with the city’s absolutist 
position:

While Police Chief 
Dana Wingert promised 
his department would 
investigate the officers’ ac-
tions in the video Harri-
son spoke to KCCI about, 
the department refuses to 
share with the public what 
disciplinary action, if any, 
came out of that internal 
investigation.

That was the same posi-
tion Wingert and Deputy 
City Attorney Carol Mos-
er took after Katie Akin, 
a Des Moines Register re-
porter, was chased down 
from behind by a police 
officer and sprayed in the 
face with tear gas while 
complying with a police 
order to leave the Iowa 
Capitol grounds during 
a protest over the George 
Floyd death.

Wingert told KCCI 
when the Court Avenue 
video became public, 
“Our policy on conduct 
is very clear, and compli-
ance in this regard will be 
the focus of our investi-
gation.”

The chief ’s statement 
is not reassuring when 
these incidents involv-
ing officers’ use of force 
continue — and when 

the police department’s 
silence continues when 
asked about the outcome 
of their internal investiga-
tions.

Is it any wonder that 
folks like Harvey Harri-
son remain doubters that 
meaningful discipline is 
occurring? Is it any won-
der that Harrison went 
to Polk County District 
Court last week asking the 
court to compel the city to 
make available the records 
he has requested on use of 
force by police?

Des Moines city of-
ficials are not going to 
bolster public trust and 
confidence in the police 
department through 
continual assertion that 
records about incidents 
involving the use of force 
must forever be confiden-
tial.

Confidentiality was 
not the go-to response in 
Minneapolis two years 
ago when Officer Derek 
Chauvin squeezed the life 
out of George Floyd by 
kneeling on his neck for 9 
minutes while three other 
officers looked on silently.

Within a few days, the 
public knew the details 
of past complaints about 
Chauvin’s actions and the 
outcome of the police de-
partment’s investigations 
of those complaints.

Transparency, not 
secrecy, is the way police 
agencies build trust and 
respect. Harvey Harrison 
knows that. It’s too bad 
city leaders in Des Moines 
do not.

 Randy Evans can 
be reached at DMRev-
ans2810@gmail.com. 

EVANS - Continued from Page 1

Accountability of DM police 
called into question

things. This study will be the catalyst to determine what that number is.”
Seyb said the study will determine when construction has to stop on pipelines 

based on the moisture content of the soil.
The analysis will be done by the State of Iowa and the cost of the project is 

$51,098. There are currently plans for three companies to build carbon seques-
tration pipelines across 70 counties in the state.

ISAC is looking just for $600 from each county, but the study 
could help reduce damage to property from construction equip-
ment when the soil has too much moisture in it.

One of the carbon pipelines being proposed is the Navigator 
Heartland-Greenway which will run from the northwest corner of 
the county to Montrose where it will cross the Mississippi River.

The project is experiencing heavy opposition including pending 
lawsuits over the safety of the pipeline to nearby property owners 
and residents in the vicinity.

“Again, more than 44 counties have said they don’t want this pipeline. I don’t 
know of any that have come out and shouted to the high heavens they want 
this,” Seyb said.

“I don’t know of any that have said that, but many have said they don’t want it.”
Seyb said the county has voted to oppose the pipeline, but the counties are 

relying on legislators to stand against the pipeline and any eminent domain 
efforts.

“I would encourage everyone to keep pressure on your legislators that we 
don’t want it. Bottom line and period, on this CO2 pipeline,” he said.

“But right now (counties) aren’t wanting to take it up legally.”
Supervisor Ron Fedler said there were issues years after Dakota Access Pipe-

line was installed with settling due to poor soil compaction.
“The trench that was dug was settling because the soil that they refilled into 

the trench wasn’t compacted very well so mother nature compacted it,” Fedler 
said.

“Then you got trench going through and you’ve got vehicles in these fields 
and all of sudden you got this big dip where Dakota Access went through.”

Supervisor Chuck Holmes said he spoke with a geology professor at the 
University of Iowa that said there are locations in Iowa with the same deep wells 
where carbon can be sequestered, but wouldn’t know where those are unless 
they studied, which would carry costs and time.

“He said it’s really not necessary to pipe CO2 over to Illinois, that there are 
places here in Iowa that would work, but they were never approached to survey 
which locations would be appropriate,” Holmes said.

COUNTY - Continued from Page 1

Study could give pipeline 
inspectors more authority

SEYB

Tired of the
same old

results from 
your

advertising?

Call Lee Today! 
(319)371.4125

https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/tony-fullenkamp
https://www.TAWIns.com
https://airchoiceone.com/
https://www.fortmadisony.org
mailto:DMRevans2810@gmail.com
mailto:DMRevans2810@gmail.com
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