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AMTRAK STOPS GHIEF

TEMPORARY: Pending rail union strike prompts Amtrak to cancel route through FM

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Rail passengers on the Southwest Chief eastbound get a stretch in before heading onto Chicago just

before 3 p.m. Tuesday afternoon in Fort Madison.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A looming freight railroad strike is re-
sulting in the cancellation of Amtrak service on its long-dis-
tance routes out of Chicago, including the Southwest Chief
running through Fort Madison.

Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld said he was unaware
of the news Tuesday morning but was looking into the situa-
tion.

A pending railroad workers strike with freight rail workers
would leave lines, which Amtrak uses for passenger service,

unattended.

Starting Tuesday, Amtrak said service would be suspended
on the Southwest Chief (Chicago to Los Angeles), the Empire
Builder (Chicago to Minneapolis to Spokane to Portland/
Seattle), the California Zephyr (Chicago to Denver to San
Francisco) and the Los Angeles to San Antonio Train #421
portion of the Texas Eagle routes.

Southwest Chief runs east and west through Fort Madison
with a daily stop running in each direction.

See CHIEF, page 7

ELECTION 2022

AG candidate makes stop at Tri-State Rodeo on campaign swing

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The Repub-
lican candidate for Iowa Attorney
General popped in at the Tri-State
Rodeo last week and said she’s ready

to challenge Tom Miller to be the
state’s top law enforcement officer.
Miller, who has been Iowa’s
attorney general for close to 40
years, is the longest serving AG in
the nation. Iowa is one of only two
states in the country whose attor-

ney general is not a member of the
executive branch, but the judicial
branch.

The two battled it out in 2010 with
Miller winning by about 11 points.

See BIRD, page 2

SavVy voters,
don’t be misled
by television ads

Televisions are getting larger, but that
does not make it easier to decipher the
political ads that are as common these
days as gnats at a picnic.

There is one thing we should under-
stand about these ads: Their purpose is
not to educate voters or inform them
about the finer points of a candidate’s
views. Instead, their purpose is to scare
us, or mislead us, or just confuse us.

One such example tells Iowa TV view-
ers that U.S. Representative Cindy Axne, a
Democrat from West Des Moines, refuses
to sign a pledge to support term limits for
members of Congress.

It is true Axne has not signed the pledge
being circulated by U.S. Term Limits, a
Washington, D.C., advocacy group that
is working to pass limits on the length of
service by state and federal elected offi-
cials. The group’s goal is to keep so-called
career politicians from taking root in our
government.

The organization favors a constitutional
amendment that would restrict members
of the U.S. House to no more than three
two-year terms and members of the U.S.
Senate to two six-year terms.

It is true that Axne’s opponent, Zach
Nunn, a Republican from Bondurant,
favors term limits for people serving in
Congress. But the ad does not give voters
a complete picture.

Philip Blumel, the president of U.S.
Term Limits, praised Nunn last year. He
said, “Zach’s strong support of term limits
shows that there are individuals who are
willing to put self-interest aside to follow
the will of the people”

Blumel added: “America is in trouble.

See EVANS, page 4
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From the Front

AG candidate says Miller is disconnected from lowans

BIRD - Continued from Page 1

In 2018, the Republicans didn’t even field a candi-
date to challenge Miller.

Guthrie County Attorney Brenna Bird said it’s
time for a new face leading Iowa’s judicial efforts.
Bird said Miller’s lack of action against the federal
government’s overreach is what concerns her.

“People are very concerned about the Biden Ad-
minstration and the federal government going too
far especially with inflation making it really hard
for people,” she said while enjoying a pork sand-
wich dinner at the rodeo Monday night with State
Rep. Martin Graber (R-Fort Madison).

“One of the roles of the attorney general is to

319-372-5201

Tony Wolfe
Insurance Services
Fort Madison, IA
52627
Tony@tawins.com

W-2319018

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
Candidate for lowa Attorney General Brenna
Bird poses with State Rep. Martin Graber at
the Tri-State Rodeo last week. Bird is chal-
lenging Tom Miller for the second time since
2010.

file a lawsuit and hold the federal government
accountable under the Constitution when they
overreach and that’s something I would do as At-

Fighting to get you
the compensation

you deserve.

AGGIDENT & INJURY LAW

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, lowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

torney General”

An Iowans for Tax Relief poll has Bird tied with
Miller in the race and the Des Moines Register
recently reported that Miller could be in for the
fiercest election in his 28 years.

She said other states have filed lawsuits against
the federal government citing overreach, includ-
ing the state’s attorneys general who recently got
the OSHA vaccine mandate stopped.

“I'm a prosecutor and the way I do that is it
doesn’t matter what the politics are, you follow the
law. I'd do the same thing in the Attorney Gener-
al’s office. I'm conservative and I think it’s import-
ant that the federal government has to follow our
constitution, too,” she said.

Bird said it’s a difficult time to be in the law
enforcement business and as Attorney General she
would take a more active role in supporting law
enforcement as well as victims of crime.

“It’s a tough time to be in law enforcement. The
AG is the top law enforcement official but ours
never talks about it, he’s completely silent. I'll ad-
vocate for crime victims and support law enforce-
ment as the heroes they are,” she said.

Bird has been a prosecutor for six years and the
county attorney in Fremont County and Guthrie
County and has been an attorney for 21 years.

“We’re going to work hard to win, meet Iowans,
and listen to Iowans. The most surprising thing we
hear on the trail is we don’t know who the Attor-
ney General is or what the job is”

The two will face off in the General Election on
Now. 8.
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Lee County Health Department Hospice

Yo Chroice Tor Compassionate Hospice Care

in Lee, Des Moines, Henry, and Van Buren counties in lowa
& Hancock and Henderson counties in lllinois

Hospice Services include

24/7 on-call nursing staff ® Skilled nursing services
Social worker visits ® Music & massage therapy
Homecare aide assistance ® \/olunteer services

Spiritual & grief support

?MVLAM@ comfo;etmq) end-ot-lite care since 1939

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 or (800) 458-6672
Medicare Certified

www.LeeGountyHD.org
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Obituaries/Lee County News

OBITUARIES

TIFFANY D. BANGEL

Tiffany Danielle (Mershon) Bangel, 38, of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, formerly of LaHarpe,
Illinois, passed away Saturday, September 10, 2022 at her home.

Tiffany was born January 5, 1984 in Macomb, Illinois, the daughter of Mike and
Brenda (DeJaynes) Mershon. On October 30, 2009 she married Bill Bangel in Jack-
sonville, North Carolina.

Tiffany was a 2002 graduate of LaHarpe High School. Following
high school she attended cosmetology school. She worked as a beauti-
cian for almost 20 years. She also did vinyl wraps for signs and vehi-
cles.

Tiffany was a lover of animals, especially her dogs, owls and numer-
ous chickens. She was a fan of the Chicago Cubs, Chicago Bears and
became a fan of the Pittsburgh Steelers when the Bears were losing.
She enjoyed kayaking, crocheting, flowers and spending time on the
river with her friends and family. She will be remembered as the family support
system and go-to friend when in need. Most importantly she was a believer in Jesus
Christ.

Survivors include her husband: Bill; two children: Maximus and Scarlett both at
home; her parents: Mike (Kim Perry) Mershon of LaHarpe and Brenda (David) Co-
vert of Dallas City; two siblings: Kevin (Madison) Mershon of Terre Haute, Illinois
and Kelsey Mershon of Dallas City; her grandparents: Charles and Leota DeJaynes
of Dallas City and Vicki Mershon of Macomb; two step-brothers: Brian Covert of
LaHarpe and Matt (Amber) Covert of Ft. Riley, Kansas; two aunts: Monica Mershon
and Cindy Nelson and two uncles: Russell (Anitra) DeJaynes and Sam (Lisa) De-
Jaynes and many nephews, nieces and cousins.

She was preceded in death by her grandmother: Deanna Mershon; grandfather:
Larry Mershon and one uncle: Murray Mershon.

The family will receive friends from 4:00 until 7:00 p.m. Thursday, September 15,
2022 at the LaHarpe Christian Church.

The funeral service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Friday, September 16, 2022 at the
LaHarpe Christian Church with Pastor Nate McCarter officiating. Burial will follow
in the LaHarpe Cemetery.

A memorial fund has been established for her children’s education. To leave a con-
dolence for the family, please visit Tiffany’s obituary at banksandbeals.com. Banks &
Beals Funeral Home of LaHarpe is assisting the family.

BANGEL

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting
fee.

WP library shows usage uptick

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

WEST POINT - The West Point
Library usage was up 47% compared
to 2021 numbers, according to Library
Director Dara Sanders.

Sanders said the pandemic was still
have an impact on usage in 2021 and
that could be part of the reason for the
large numbers. Sanders was presenting
her annual report to the West Point City
Council at its regular meeting Monday
night.

According to the Sander’s statistics,
the library had 12,519 visits in during
the last fiscal year, which runs through
June 30.

The library had 860 residents use
computers on site and had more than
11,600 checkouts, 1,862 of those were
through the Bridges program, which was
an increase of 16%.

The library also held 293 programs for
users, which is up about 100 from the
previous year with 2,952 people attend-
ing the programs.

Sanders said the library has mobile hot
spots for check out.

“We had two, but now we have four
because they’ve become very popular.
The people are learning they are here
and have been checking them out. They
are very easy to use and we’ve had no

See LIBRARY, page 7

Term limit pledge non-partisan

EVANS - Continued from Page 1

Our career politicians have let the people down.”

Unsaid in the ad targeting Axne is an uncomfortable fact of life for lowa Repub-
licans: Axne is not the only Iowan serving in the Congress who has not signed the
U.S. Term Limits pledge, according to the group’s website.

Two of Iowa’s most prominent Republicans — Senators Chuck Grassley, a New
Hartford Republican, and Joni Ernst, a Republican from Red Oak — are absent from
the signers list. Two other Iowa Republicans in the U.S. House also have not signed
the same pledge that potential Axne voters are being warned about. Ashley Hinson
of Marion and Mariannette Miller-Meeks of Ottumwa are not on U.S. Term Limits’

list of Iowa signers.

Only U.S. Representative Randy Feenstra, a Republican from Hull, has signed the

pledge.

Irony overflows from the term limits ad:

You do not see similar television ads filling the airwaves about Grassley being one
of those dreaded career politicians. And he has been elected to the Iowa House, the
U.S. House and the U.S. Senate since 1959 — six years before career politician Cindy

Axne was born.

In fact, the only current member of Iowa’s congressional delegation who was alive
when Grassley was first elected was Miller-Meeks. And she was only 3 years old.

Grassley has a birthday coming up soon. There will be 89 candles on Grassley’s
cake on Sept. 17. He was 25 years old when he was first sworn into the Iowa House.

There were only 49 states in the Union when he first took office. Alaska had be-
come a state only the week before, and Hawaii would not be admitted to the Union

until August 1959.

The U.S. Term Limits initiative is trying to rid Congress of politicians that many
voters would prefer to keep. You don't need to be a Harvard University debater to
make a case that the easiest way for citizens to express “the will of the people” about
the longevity of their elected officials is when voters cast their ballots in each elec-

tion.

Whether everyone agrees with Iowa voters or not, they have made their feelings
known by returning Grassley to office each time he has appeared on the ballot. The
same occurred with Gov. Terry Branstad and U.S. Senator Tom Harkin.

Grassley told reporters in January, “You have to realize the ballot box is term limits
if people don’t want you in there. That’s kind of the way I look at it.”

And that’s the way I look at it, too.

Randy Evans can be reached at DMRevans2810@gmail.com.
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The Right Tools Make All the

G
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them at Complete Rental

SAVE 15"

Lawn & Garden Rentals

Complete Rental
(319) 372-8105

www.CompleteRentalFM.com
*Offer good September 12-30, 2022. Not good with any other offer.

Images for
reference only.
Actual product

may vary.
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Classifieds

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments

www.keokukautocredit.com

Surprisingly
great rates

right around
the corner.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent

2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA 52627

Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com

I'm your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm’

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

General Insects Mice

Termites Bed Bugs

(319) 372-1060

Toll Free 1-888-818-7378
Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com

Residential wwww.cullenpest.com

Commercial

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

1728 Main Office: 319-524-2334
Keokuk, IA 52632 Fax: 319-524-2373
2o
w s
5. §'U Posters Art
g §§ Flyers S-qulles
o Printing
5 Office
» Vinyl Banners Furniture
Trifold Brochures
621 Avenue G 319.3712.211
Fort Madison, IA doddprinting.com
ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON

& THE SURROUNDING ARERS!

Buying or Selling?
Call taven first!

* Real Knowledge
» Real Experience
* Real Dedication

'~ Karen Hope
s (319) 3724040

Fort Madison ¢ Burlington * Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Don’t Let
Your Business
Slip Away

If someone is hurt on your property, is your
business protected?

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying
claim costs beyond where your business insurance
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today
because when your world is protected - it’s business

as usual.

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St

Fort Madison

(319) 372-9145

(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

B FARM BUREAU
/BD. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Busi:

Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance -
N s, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)

Insurance Company*/West Des Moine:

Sy Im Thinking o} You with
Beauatijul, Tresh-Cut Tlowers

Every Day, Special Occasions, Events, & Funerals

Fresh Flowers © Silk Flowers & Gifts
Casket Sprays © Plants
Remembrance Arrungements

Lee County Floral LLC

Delivering to all of lee County

319-470-8611 * Donnellson

Click this ad to visit us on
www.LeeCountyFloral.com e Victoria@LeeCountyFloral.com

Complete Comfort, Affordable Price.

Full Service
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years

Experience!

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service « FREE Estimates « Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Adverilse

in a brand new way.

Lee (319)371.4125 - Chuck (319)371.1670
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Classifieds/Public Notices

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING NOTICE

The Mount Pleasant
City Council will meet in
Regular Session Wednes-
day, September 14, at
City Hall, 307 E. Monroe
Street, second-floor meet-
ing room at 5:30 p.m.

AGENDA

1. Roll Call.

2. Consent Agenda: To
the Public - All items with
an asterisk (*) are routine
by the City Council and
will be enacted by one
motion and a roll call of
the Councilmembers.
There will be no sepa-
rate discussion of items
unless the Mayor, a
Councilmember or citizen
so request, in which event
the item will be removed
from the Consent Agenda
and will be considered in
its normal sequence on
the Agenda.

3. Receive & file com-
munications.

4. Approve agenda.

*5. Approve minutes of
previous meetings.

*6. Approve payment of
bills.

*7. Receive reports of
Officers including Transfer
Resolution No. 2022-75
for August.

8.0Id Business-

a) Approve Change
Order# 1 for Harvey Drive

Part-Time Office Help

‘We are looking for a new team member to enhance
the patient experience at our clinic. High energy,
motivated, self-starter with great communication
skills is a must.

Job duties include but not limited to the following:
« Greeting patients and handle patients flow
« Answer phones and schedule appointments
« Payment accountability
« Patient relations

Please complete application or email resume
by September 28th to:

‘Wondra Chiropractic & Acupuncture
319-372-7898
wondrachiropractic@gmail.com
Applications available onsite

Street Project.

b) Resolution accept-
ing Harvey Drive Street
Project.

c) Approve Change Or-
der #2 for Madison Street
Project.

d) Resolution accepting
Madison Street Project.

e) Approve Change
Order #1 for Oakbrook
Place Street Project.

f) Resolution accepting
Oakbrook Place Street
Project.

g) Resolution authoriz-
ing a form of Loan and
Disbursement Agreement
by and between the
City of Mount Pleasant
and the lowa Finance
Authority for issuance
of$4,020,000 Sewer Rev-
enue Capital Loan Notes,
Series 2022.

*h) Renewal of a Class
C Beer Permit, Class B
Wine Permit, and Sunday
Sales for Aldi Inc, at 1309
E. Washington Street.

*i) Renewal of a Class
C Beer Permit and Sun-
day Sales for Pilot Travel
Center LLC at 1300 N.
Grand Avenue.

9. New Business-

a) 1st reading or pro-
posed ordinance amend-
ing code of ordinances to
include Fire Service and
Emergency Response
Fees.

b) Approve site plan for
1206 N. Grand A venue
commercial and retail
development.

10. Public Forum.

11. Adjourn to meet
in regular session on
Wednesday, September
28, 2022, at 5:30 p.m.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC INFORMATION
MEETING

Mobile Nursing Services

Interstate Power & Light
(IPL), a subsidiary of
Alliant Energy, with a prin-
cipal place of business
of 200 First Street SE,
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52406,
is proposing to build a
new utility scale solar and
storage project in Lee
County, lowa (the “Proj-
ect’). IPL serves nearly
500,000 electric custom-
ers in lowa and has a
long-standing partnership
with the Lee County
community. The Project
would generate low-cost
clean solar energy for Lee
County and neighboring
communities in lowa for
decades. The project is
part of our plan to ad-
vance clean energy and
enhance the economic
and environmental health
of the communities we
serve. The Project will be
built on privately owned
land where landowners
voluntarily participate and
allow for the construction
of the Project. No eminent
domain will be used for
this project.

A public informational
meeting regarding the
Project will be held with
the lowa Utilities Board.
At the meeting, additional
details about the Project
will be presented and time
will be allotted for answer-
ing attendees’ questions.
You have the right to be
present at the meeting
and to file comments with
the lowa Utilities Board, if
you so choose.

Details of the public
informational meeting are
as follows:

When: September 27,
2022, at 6:00 p.m.

Where: Cobblestone
Inn and Suites, 4901
Avenue O, Fort Madison

ADMINISTRATOR

Do you have a commitment to health care services and a background in home health

services? Do you excel in leadership and developing others around you? Are you ready
to take the next step in your career? Look no further! Mobile Nursing Services, LTD is
looking for its next administrator.

We offer competitive pay and a full range of top full-time employee benefits including, but

not limited to:

Medical » Dental « Vision « Life Insurance « Paid Time Off « Retirement Plan

Job overview:

The administrator will oversee and supervise the daily operations of the office and profes-
sional staff, evaluate and ensure proper staff training/education, and implement decisions

for business growth.

Qualifications:

o Registered Nurse with active Iowa license
o One year home health supervisory experience over RNs, LPNs, HHA, compan-

ions, and therapists

Apply at:

Mobile Nursing Services, LTD * 705 Avenue G * Ft. Madison, IA 52627
or email cover letter and resume to: waynemarple@gmail.com

EOE

IA 52627

In the event of inclem-
ent weather, the infor-
mational meeting will be
rescheduled for October
4, 2022, at the same time
and place.

Below is a map show-
ing the proposed location
of the project boundaries.

services or devices to
observe or participate
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Let Us Help Plan Your Auction

&3P The Steffes Way.

Selling Land & the Equipment to Farm It Since 1960

Terry Hoenig Mason Holvoet

319.385.2000

Steffes Group, Inc. | SteffesGroup.com
2245 E Bluegrass Rd, Iv\’r. Pleasant, |A 52641

Strike could further disrupt
national supply chains

CHIEF- Continued from Page 1

The Zephyr runs through Burlington and Ottumwa on it's way to LA. Both those
locations are going through multi-million dollar depot renovations.

Mohrfeld said he was surprised by the news, but said it made sense with the news
that the freight line workers with BNSF are threatening a strike.

“Two weeks ago when they were in town and we went out to supper they were
talking about routes that could be added,” Mohrfeld said.

Amtrak said in its statement that the moves were necessary to make sure passen-
gers didn't get stuck midroute.

“These initial adjustments include the cancellation of three Long Distance routes
on Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2022, and could be followed by impacts to all Long Distance
and most State-Supported routes. These adjustments are necessary to ensure trains
can reach their terminals prior to freight railroad service interruption if a resolution
in negotiations is not reached,” the statement indicated.

The strike could effect tens of thousands of rail workers across the country. The
rail freight industry failed to reach a contract agreement with union workers and a
federally mandated 30-day “cooling period” ends Friday.

President Joe Biden and his administration are working to resolve the issue prior
to Friday to avoid straining rail commerce and supply chain movement.

Amtrak operates most of the tracks in its Northeast Corridor, which runs from
Boston to Washington, so operations in that sector would be generally go unaftected.
But the cancellation of the three long-distance routes starting on Tuesday, in prepa-
ration for a freight rail disruption, could “significantly impact intercity passenger rail
service”

Additionally, the Amtrak statement released Monday indicated..”Amtrak is closely
monitoring the ongoing freight rail - rail labor contract negotiations. The negoti-
ations do not involve Amtrak or the Amtrak workforce. While we are hopeful that
parties will reach a resolution, Amtrak has now begun phased adjustments to our
service in preparation for a possible freight rail service interruption later this week.
Such an interruption could significantly impact intercity passenger rail service, as
Amtrak operates almost all of our 21,000 route miles outside the Northeast Corridor
(NEC) on track owned, maintained, and dispatched by freight railroads. These initial
adjustments include canceling some Long Distance routes starting on Tuesday,
September 13, 2022, and could be followed by impacts to all Long Distance and most
State-Supported routes. These adjustments are necessary to ensure trains can reach
their terminals before freight railroad service interruption if a resolution in negotia-
tions is not reached.

Amtrak will reach out to impacted and potentially impacted customers, informing
them of the potential situation, offering to change their reservation to another travel
date, waiving any difference in fare for departures through October 31, or receiving a
full refund without cancelation fees.

ARPA grant adds digital services

LIBRARY - Continued from Page 4

issues with that,” Sanders said.

She said usage is about 58% from inside the city and 35% from rural areas. About
7% of usage is from people who do not live in West Point, St. Paul, Houghton or
rural Lee County and includes cardholders from other towns in the county.

The library is now fine free and Sanders said West Point was the last library to
move to fine free resource lending.

The libraries Summer Reading Program was held outdoors this year and incliuded
Butterfly Tents, Bubble Stations and the ISU Insect Zoo.

The popular Story Walk was also held on the square this summer.

The library received an America Rescue Plan Act grant for $2,700 which was spent
on increasing digital services to children including TumbleBooks, an online collec-
tion of e-books for for children as well.

In other action, the council also discussed the donation of another park bench for
the park in the square that would be donated by the family who owns the carnival
that sets up at the Sweet Corn Festival each year.

City Administrator Randy Welding proposed a resolution to pay Lee County for a
portion of trail grant that will connect with the county’s trail improvements near 8th
Street to connect South Park and the Pollmiller Park Trail. That would be at a cost of
about $62,000.
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