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Heroes recognized
Wise school 
leaders don’t 
keep public 
in the dark

OPINION

CHILDREN FIRST OF LEE COUNTY

Child market study reveals county’s shortcomings
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

LEE COUNTY - A six-month study looking at the challenges 
facing child care services in Lee County found 10 key findings, 
none of which seem to be surprising to child advocacy officials.

The survey was part of a First Children’s Finance survey con-
ducted in conjunction with Children First of Lee County, Lee 
County Child Abuse Prevention Council and with 50% of the 
funds provided by the Empower Rural Iowa Initiative created 
under Gov. Kim Reynolds’ leadership.

Lee County received $10,000 as part of a Rural Child Care 
Market Study grant program. The funds were coupled with a 
$5,000 match from both Children First of Lee County and Lee 
County Child Abuse Prevention Council.

The survey results were pulled from 209 full surveys completed 
by parents with children, 15 employers and nine child care pro-
viders - six home based and three centers. Twelve future parents 
also completed surveys.

Angie Duncan, with First Children’s Finance, said many other 

surveys were completed, but a good portion of them were not 
fully completed and were not included in the 10 key findings 
she spelled out at two different public sessions Wednesday in 
Donnellson.

These days, I stand in front of au-
diences and engage in what is politely 
called “public speaking” more often 
than even Mr. Gentry ever imagined 
when I showed up at his office door 55 
years ago with a bug-eyed expression 
of concern.

Mr. Gentry was the guidance coun-
selor at Davis County High School. 
He was in charge of class scheduling. 
What brought me to his doorstep was 
noticing I would be taking “Speech” 
class that semester.

Before I could say anything, howev-
er, he presciently said, “You probably 
are wondering about the Speech class. 
You will thank me someday.” That 
“someday” has arrived. You were cor-
rect, Mr. Gentry.

Public speaking is an important part 
of my professional life. I have spoken 
to groups large and small as an advo-
cate for citizen engagement in state 
and local governments. Speeches are 
an important way to get my message 
to lots of people. But just as import-
ant is hearing what is on their minds 
when I invite them to ask questions.

When the audience is made up 
of elected officials and government 
employees, I expect them to pepper 
me with challenging scenarios about 
public meetings and public records. I 
have not spoken to any school groups 
recently. But when the opportunity 
comes along, I expect them to grill me 

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld recognized three heroes who helped save the life of Tobias Snelson 
in a near pool drowning on August 6 at the Fort Madison City Pool. Pictured are from left to right Ryan 
Wilson, YMCA Executive Director, Kelsey Dobler, a nurse who was off-duty at the pool, Tobias, Mark Box, 
and Aaron Gilman. Wilson said he thanks everyone who helped avoid a tragedy and said the family will 
receive free swimming lessons from the YMCA.

See SURVEY, page 4
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A slide that was part of the Rural Child Care Mar-
ket study key findings shows a 1,611 spot child 
care gap currently in the county.

See EVANS, page 8
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Auto • Boats • RVs • MotorcyclesAuto • Boats • RVs • Motorcycles
307 5th Street West Point | 319-837-6178 or 800-292-2208

Monday through Friday 7:30-5 & Saturday 8:30-11 or by appointmentwww.FullenkampIns.com

FULLENKAMP INSURANCE

It’s easy to cruise through life when you know you have the 
strength & experience of

Fullenkamp Insurance beside you.

From your neck to your toes – and 
the joints in between – we have a 
physician to treat your pain. 

Coming in August
Charles Frank, MD — Spine Surgery

Our local specialists take a conservative approach to  
diagnosing the source of your problem and then finding a 
solution. Therapy may be the best treatment. But if surgery 
is the answer, you will work with your doctor to determine 
the right approach for you. 

Orthopedics-Southeast Iowa Regional  
Medical Center
West Burlington • 319-768-4970 | Fort Madison • 319-376-1135

greatriverhealth.org

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

Oral disease can be
a major contributor to heart disease, 

lung disease, and diabetes.

I-Smile™ Silver is
a dental program

serving adults 21 and older
in Des Moines, Lee,

and Van Buren Counties.
For more information or help

finding a dentist, payment source,
or transportation, call the

I-Smile™ team at
1.800.458.6672

or email
RPRahn@LeeCountyHD.org

For the Record
Fort Madison Police Report
09/02/22 - 2:07 p.m. _ Fort 

Madison Police arrested Am-
ber Rae Grooms, 38, of Fort 
Madison in the 800 block of 
Avenue G on a charge of fail-
ure to appear. She was taken 
to Lee County Jail and held.

09/02/22 - 3:28 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
2400 block of Avenue E.

09/02/22 - 5:59 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 700 block of 13th Street.

09/02/22 - 7:52 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested Lori 
Marie Vincent, 57, of Fort 
Madison in the 1400 block 
of 28th Street on a charge 
of failure to appear. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail and 
held.

09/02/22 - 11:49 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police arrested Kody 
Kim Turner, 30, of Fort Mad-
ison in Riverview Park on a 
charge of probation violation. 
She was taken to Lee County 
Jail and held.

09/03/22 - 2:04 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a property damage 
accident in the 1300 block of 
14th Street.

09/03/22 - 11:55 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
1500 block of Avenue M.

09/03/22 - 12:50 a.m. - Fort 
Madison police cited Carrie 
Ann Tate, 61, of Fort Madi-
son in the 1100 block of 29th 

Street on a charge of posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.

09/03/22- 12:50 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police cited Delva 
Lynn Beavers, 54, of Fort 
Madison in the 1100 block 
of 29th Street on charges 
of possesion of a controlled 
substance and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

09/03/22 - 1:22 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested a 
12-year-old male juvenile in 
the 1100 block of Avenue F, 
on a charge of assault with 
bodily injury. He was released 
to a parent.

09/03/22 - 4:50 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Mark Bernard Hunold, 67, of 
West Point in the 500 block 
of Avenue H, on a charges of 
disorderly conduct and public 
intoxication. He was taken to 
Lee County Jail.

09/03/22 - 6:08 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested Luke 
Austin Hummell, 44, of Fort 
Madiso, on a warrant for fail-
ure to appear. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail.

09/03/22 - 9:18 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested Jo-
seph Howard Orr, 41, of Fort 
Madison in the 3000 block of 
Avenue M, on a charge of do-
mestic abuse. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail.

09/03/22 - 9:18 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested Ta-
mara Ann Scholz, 46, of Fort 
Madison in the 3000 block of 
Avenue O, on charges of do-
mestic abuse, possession of 

a controlled substance and 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia.

09/04/22 - 5:00 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 2600 block of Avenue H.

09/05/22 - 2:42 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested Joel 
Tyler Bell, 37, of West Point 
in the 2900 block of Avenue 
H, on two warrants. He was 
taken to Lee County Jail.

09/05/22 - 3:02 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a  larceny/theft in 
the 2600 block of Avenue I.

09/05/22 - 5:19 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 2600 Avenue G.

09/05/22 - 8:51 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a property damage 
accident in the 600 block of 
5th Street.

Lee County Sheriff’s Re-
port

09/02/22 - 3:43 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s Deputies 
arrested Ruben Joseph Bow-
man, 44, of Burlington, was 
arrested on an active warrant 
and taken to Lee County Jail.

09/02/22 - 4:22 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s Deputies 
arrested Lacy Erin DeBrow-
er, 38, of Ladora, Ia., in Iowa 
City and jailed on a temporary 
hold.

09/03/22 - 3:34 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s Deputies 
arrested Dalton Jerald McK-

eown, 26, of Fort Madison at 
3900 block of Avenue O, on 
charges of OWI-2nd offense, 
revoked license, no proof of 
insurance and speeding. He 
was taken to Lee County Jail.

09/03/22 - 1:17 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s Deputies, ar-
rested Drake D. Woods, 28, 
of Keokuk in the 3400 block 
of 276th Avenue on a charge 
of domestic assault with 
bodily injury. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail and then 
released.

09/04/22 - 1:17 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rested Megan M. Taylor 33, of 
Keokuk in the 3400 block of  
276th Street on a charge of 
domestic abuse assault with 
injury. She  was taken to Lee 
County jail and released.

09/04/22 - Lee County 
Sheriff’s Deputies arrested 
James Leroy Defawn Haley, 
23, of Argyle at the sheriff’s 
offcie on a charge of domestic 
assault inpeding air flow. He 
was taken to the Lee County 
Jail and held.

09.02/22 - Lee County 
sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Kaila Ray Boock, 23, of Burl-
ington,at the North Lee Coun-
ty Courthouse on a failure 
to appear charge. She was 
taken to Lee County Jail and 
release on bond.

Those listed above are 
charged on a presumption of 
a crime and are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty in a 
court of law.

The next show at The Legacy Theater in Carthage is 
The Gambler Returns: a Tribute to Kenny Rogers at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, September 17.

Award winning country recording artist Alan Turn-
er presents a night of Kenny Rogers’ music that spans 
over six decades of hit songs. Turner recreates  music 
popular with all generations with his heartfelt perfor-
mances, a gift for storytelling and Rogers’ distinctive 
voice.

This full band production show includes “The Gam-
bler,” “Lady,” “Islands In The Stream,” “Lucille,” “She 
Believes In Me” and so many more. 

 Alan Turner is an outstanding country music sing-
er and songwriter in his own right, starting to sing 
at the age of 6. When he was 10, Turner tells that his 
father gave him Kenny Rogers’ album, The Gambler, 
shortly before he died. He says this led to his love 
of country music and especially the songs of Kenny 
Rogers.

Coming from southeastern Michigan, Alan Turn-
er and his Steel Horse Band have a full schedule of 
performances as well as The Gambler Returns tribute. 
In 2010 he and the band had the honor of meeting 
Kenny Rogers and being an opening act. 

“His kindness and friendship to me left a perma-
nent impression on my heart,” said Turner. 

 This show is generously sponsored by Quality 
Chevy Dealers, including Carson Motors in Carthage.  

Tickets for The Gambler Returns and other upcom-
ing shows are available at The Legacy Theater box 
office from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Stop in, call the office at 217-357-9479, or order on 
line at www.thelegacytheater.com. 

Gambler to take 
stage at Legacy 

in Carthage
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Complete RentalComplete Rental
(319) 372-8105

www.CompleteRentalFM.com

COMPLETE RENTAL
Get it super clean with a pressure washer fromGet it super clean with a pressure washer from

Pressure 
WashersSAVE 20%

OBITUARIES

LUCAS A. NYE
Lucas Arthur Nye, 15, of Keokuk, IA died Sunday, September 4, 2022 as the result 

of an automobile accident.
He was born August 9, 2007 in Carthage, IL, the son of Chance and Amy Sloop 

Nye. 
Lucas was currently a sophomore at Keokuk High School in Ke-

okuk, IA.  He was involved with many school activities.  He was 
determined and competitive.  He golfed on the high school golf team, 
played football as a freshman, wrestled with Keokuk Kids Wrestling 
Club, played on a Canton basketball team and South East Soccer 
Academy (SESA) traveling soccer team. Lucas was a member of Ke-
okuk Sister Cities and volunteered with Konnections at Keokuk High 

School.  He was looking forward to joining the military and becoming a pilot.
Lucas was an active member of The Crossing Church in Keokuk and had a strong 

faith that was a vital part of his life.  He loved his church and church family.  He 
served his church every Sunday by volunteering in the nursery, at the guest services 
booth and served in the café.  Lucas could usually be found at the café drinking an 
iced coffee.  

Lucas was currently working at a job he loved at Fat Jimmy’s.  He loved his 
co-workers and everyone that came into the restaurant adored him.

Lucas was a kind and caring person that was known for his quick wit and humor.  
His laugh and smile was infectious and he would light up any room he walked into.    
He was a jokester, but good luck pulling one over him.  Lucas lived his legacy.  He 
was always looking to help people, yet never wanted attention or credit for his good 
work.  Lucas would befriend anyone, especially if you were a cute girl.  He was quite 
the ladies’ man.  Lucas was always kind and respectful to others.  He made a big im-
pact on his peers and everyone else around him.  Lucas was our Angel on earth and 
was loved by everyone.  We have been blessed to know his beautiful soul.

He was a food aficionado, would try anything and liked to experiment with cook-
ing.  He had an eclectic taste in music, beyond his years.  Lucas also enjoyed flying 
his drone.  He loved to travel and relished family vacations. Lucas was a loving son 
and brother.  He was very close to his family and loved his brothers dearly.  

He is survived by his parents, Chance and Amy Nye of Keokuk, two brothers, 
Audrick Haist and Carter Nye both of Keokuk, his Goldendoodle, Larry, grandpar-
ents, Bill and Barbara Sloop of Carthage, IL and Chad and Gina Nye of Keokuk and 
several aunts, uncles and cousins. 

He was preceded in death by his great-grandparents, Frank and Iris Kunde, Del-
mar and Leta Nye, and Elizabeth Doyle.

A funeral service will be held at 11 a.m., Saturday, at the Keokuk High School 
Wright Field House in Keokuk with Pastor A.J. Fuhrman and Pastor Jason Harting 
officiating.  Burial will be in the Oakland Cemetery in Keokuk at a later date.

There will be a special visitation for students only and their parents from 2:30 – 5 
p.m., Friday.  Regular visitation will be held from 5-8 p.m., with family meeting with 
friends from 6-8 p.m. at the Vigen Memorial Home in Keokuk.

Memorials may be made to his family for an Education Fund for Lucas’ brother 
Carter or to The Crossing Church Keokuk Campus.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

NYE

OBITUARIES

WILLIAM E. HELLER
William E. “Bill” Heller, 99, of Keokuk, passed away at 11:33 AM Saturday, September 3, 

2022, at the University of Iowa Hospital.
William was born June 23, 1923, in Keokuk, Iowa, the son of Walter G. and Besse (Powell) 

Heller.  Bill graduated from Keokuk High School and in 1943 entered the 
United States Navy during World War II and served as a Radar Operator 3rd 
Class on the Battleship New Jersey.  He received his Honorable Discharge in 
1946.  On August 24, 1947, he was united in marriage to Doris Sorenson in 
Keokuk.  She preceded him in death in 2013.  In 1950 he began his career 
with the United States Postal Service retiring in 1980, after 30 years of service.  
Bill was a member of the United Presbyterian Church in Keokuk, the Boy 
Scouts of America, the Sea Scouts and the Keokuk Elks Club.  He was a be-

loved and well-known fixture in Keokuk for many years.
Bill is survived by his sons, Timothy E. Heller of Houston, Texas and Christopher W. 

(Roselle) Heller of Bucklin, Missouri; a daughter, Susan (Jim) Heller-Ligman of Dunlap, Ten-
nessee; four grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his parents, a son and a granddaughter.
A memorial service will be held at 2 pm on Friday, October 7, 2022, at DeJong-Greaves-

Printy Funeral Home in Keokuk. Military honors will be rendered at the funeral home by 
the American Legion Post #41 and the United States Navy. The service will be live-streamed 
at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com. Burial at a later date will be held at Oakland Cemetery in 
Keokuk. Memorials may be directed to the Sorenson Heller Music Award or the Boy Scouts 
Troop #43.

DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk is in charge of arrangements.
Tributes and condolences may be left at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com.

HELLER

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and 
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be 
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting 
fee.

https://www.facebook.com/Sonnys-Super-Market-224223897713631/?epik=dj0yJnU9N2ViNzdXTm5jc1BhRXVlU2V3aUtLTThWME9XWlhLcWImcD0wJm49VThVb2lZZ3N5T2szMTh5LXlmWWw5dyZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmlB
https://www.CompleteRentalFM.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
http://www.dejongsfuneralhome.com
http://www.dejongsfuneralhome.com
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GET THE BEAUTIFUL

SMILE
YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED!

Ft. Madison East
(319) 372-3614

Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-4882

West Burlington
(319) 753-2515

New London
(319) 367-2311

Mediapolis
(319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993

www.DrMarkDDS.com

• Family Dentistry
• Teeth Whitening
• Dental Implants
• Extractions

AVAILABLE FOR DENTAL EMERGENCIES

Now accepting new patients

8 kids a day are accidentally killed  
or injured by FAMILY FIRE.

FAMILY FIRE is a shooting involving an 
improperly stored gun, often found in the home.  

ENDFAMILYFIRE.org

“What we’re going to look at is sort of the supply and 
demand of child care of Lee County, and then the next step 
is the solutions,” Duncan said.

Now that we know the problem and have a picture - how 
do we go about solving that.”

The first key finding was that 77% of the families in Lee 
County with children ages 0-5, have both parents in the 
workforce. That number increases to 80% for families with 
children 6-17.

The second finding was that the most preferred form of 
child care in the county is a regulated setting. 55% of par-
ents prefer a licensed center, while the next most preferred 
was a Dept. of Human Services Registered Development 
Home with 15% of parents wanting that setting.

The survey also showed that less than half of parents are 
using the method of child care they preferred. Only 40% 
indicated their children are currently in a preferred child 
care setting. In that grouping the most common reason 
they gave was that providers weren’t accepting enrollments.

Parents are also finding it difficult to locate child care. 
77% of parents with children 0-5 and 64% of parents with 
children ages 5-12 looking for care in the past 12 months 
found it somewhat difficult or very difficult to find child 
care.

The other remaining key findings were that median 
family incomes were higher than assistance threshholds for 

assistance; parents indicated the child care is effecting their 
employment performance with 64% missing a day of work 
due to lack of child care and 58% having to leave work early.

Employers indicated child care is affecting productivity 
and attendance, and five employers who completed the 
survey were willing to appoint someone to sit on a child 
care board of directors at a child care program.

With regard to providers, seven said they would be wil-
ing to expand, but staffing, funding and location were all 
issue preventing the expansions.

Ginger Knisely, Lee County’s Children’s First Director 
said she’s looking forward to the strategy sessions that are 
also part of the market study that focus on actionable items 
moving forward.

Those session are open to anyone willing to participate 
in all five sessions taking place from 5 to 8 p.m.: Sept. 13, 
Sept. 27, Oct. 11, Oct. 25, and Nov. 8 at the Lee County 
Economic Development Center in Montrose. Food will be 
provided.

“I am excited to have new people joining in the conver-
sation around child care and early childhood in general. I 
am hopeful that the facilitiated strategic planning session 
to come over the next two months will lead to some con-
crete strategies we can use as a community to improve the 
overall child care situation in Lee County.”

SURVEY - Continued from Page 1

Strategy sessions for child care begin Sept. 13

The Senior Health Insurance Information Pro-
gram (SHIIP) will present a Welcome to Medi-
care seminar Tuesday, Sept. 20, at Southeast Iowa 
Regional Medical Center in West Burlington. The 
seminar will cover: 

Medicare Parts A and B benefits 
Prescription drug benefits (Part D) 
Medicare Advantage plans 
Medicare supplement insurance 
The two-hour seminars will begin at 5 p.m. in the 

Oak Room on the lower level of the hospital, 1221 
S. Gear Ave. West Burlington. Registration by Mon-
day, Sept. 12, is required. Call 319-768-3342.  

 SHIIP is a free, confidential service of the State 
of Iowa that provides unbiased information to help 
Iowans make decisions about Medicare and other 
health coverage. People should enroll in Medicare 
as soon as they turn 65.  

 Appointments with volunteer SHIIP counselors 
are available at Southeast Iowa Medical Center in 
Fort Madison and West Burlington. To make an 
appointment, please call 319-768-3342.

SHIIP insurance 
program to be 

held at SIRMC WB

https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
http://EndFamilyFire.org
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/%3Fepik%3Ddj0yJnU9a0dYdXZEb3dxVjlfOWpQbFFZbndVbm9yZlFnSjdkVWUmcD0wJm49ckFWZk4tZjI5ZW84bXJmR0cwdk9PQSZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmFV?subject=
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For more information please go to  
http://fortmadison-ia.com/390/Fort-Madison-Housing-Authority

The FMHA ED serves as the primary source
of housing expertise for the FMHA

and reports directly to the Board of Commissioners.
 
Candidates for this position must possess strong leadership 
qualities, strong communication and collaboration skills,pro-
gram management experience, and excellent planning and 
organizational ability. In addition, aptitude with both financial 
management and community relations is must as the FMHA 
ED must effectively and efficiently direct operational budgets, 
improve revenue, develop and implement the FMHA strategic 
plan as well as enhance relations with the community, internal 
stakeholders and vendors.
 
Education or Work Experience Requirements: Bachelor’s degree, 
Associate’s Degree and two years experience, or four years of 
related work experience.
 
To Apply: The Fort Madison Housing Authority is an equal 
opportunity employer.  Interested candidates must submit a 
writing sample and have the ability to discuss relevant experi-
ence during an interview. To submit resume and relevant writ-
ing sample, please email Rebecca Bowker, Chair Fort Madison 
Board of Commissioners, at Rejobo74@gmail.com.

Fort Madison, IA Housing Authority (FMHA)

Executive Director (ED)

We’re Not Southeast Iowa’s Favorite Dental Office Without Our Great Team

Pothitakis Dentistry currently has positions available
for a Full-Time Hygienist

Complete an application at
or mail your resume to

1223 S. Gear Avenue, Eastman Plaza,
Suite 302

West Burlington, IA 52655 or email 
burldental@gmail.com

EOE

www.DrMarkDDS.com

APPLY TODAY TO JOIN US!

Mobile Nursing Services

ADMINISTRATOR
Do you have a commitment to health care services and a background in home health 
services? Do you excel in leadership and developing others around you? Are you ready 
to take the next step in your career? Look no further! Mobile Nursing Services, LTD is 
looking for its next administrator.  

We offer competitive pay and a full range of top full-time employee benefits including, but 
not limited to:

Medical • Dental • Vision • Life Insurance • Paid Time Off • Retirement Plan

Job overview:
The administrator will oversee and supervise the daily operations of the office and profes-
sional staff, evaluate and ensure proper staff training/education, and implement decisions 
for business growth. 

Qualifications:
• Registered Nurse with active Iowa license
• One year home health supervisory experience over RNs, LPNs, HHA, compan-

ions, and therapists

Apply at:Apply at:
Mobile Nursing Services, LTD * 705 Avenue G * Ft. Madison, IA 52627Mobile Nursing Services, LTD * 705 Avenue G * Ft. Madison, IA 52627
                or email cover letter and resume to: waynemarple@gmail.com                or email cover letter and resume to: waynemarple@gmail.com

EOEEOE

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEE COUNTY BOARD 

OF SUPERVISORS 
REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES
July 11, 2022

The Lee County Board 
of Supervisors met at 
the Lee County Admin-
istration Building in Fort 
Madison on Monday, July 
11, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.

Present: Matt Pflug, 
Garry Seyb, Ron Fedler, 
Chuck Holmes and Rick 
Larkin.

All votes are unanimous 
unless indicated other-
wise.

The Board opened the 
meeting by reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Fedler, 
seconded by Seyb, to ap-
prove the agenda. Motion 
carried.

Public Input: Dr. Phil 
Caropreso, Keokuk, read 
a statement explaining 
the significance of the 
Health Department. Judy 
Bartachek, Denmark, 
urged the Board to use all 
remaining ARPA fund-
ing towards building the 
Health/EMS Building. 
Pete Karczmarczyk, Fort 
Madison, said that the 
Health Department really 
needs a new building. 
Fort Madison Mayor Matt 
Mohrfeld, said he does 
not want to pit the Marina 
against the Health/EMS 
Building. Both projects 
are needed. Valerie Nato-
li, Fort Madison, told the 
Board to make sure they 
have the money to build 
the Health/EMS Building. 
Chi Eastin, Fort Madison, 
runs the Kingsley Inn. 
She told the Board how 
many people come to Fort 
Madison to look at trains 
and feels like the Marina 
Project will be an asset 
to the City. Anita Hunold, 
Hospice Volunteer, said 
the Health Department 
needs their own home. 
Rebecca Bowker, Fort 
Madison, said both 
projects are worthy and 
thanked the Board for 
their insight. Michele 
Ross, Lee County Health 
Department Director, 
thanked the Board for 
committing to building a 
new facility. Mike Mohr-
feld, Chair of Lee County 
Economic Development, 
said the new Marina 
would address the qual-
ity of life issue that Lee 
County lacks.

Also under Public 
Input, Tim Fenci, CEO of 
Danville Telephone, said 
the company is looking to 
partner with the County to 
provide fiber optic ser-
vices.

Moved by Seyb, 
seconded by Larkin, to 
approve a payment of 
$250,000 out of the ARPA 
funds to the Fort Madison 
Marina Project. Seyb then 
amended his motion to 
add giving $50,000 a year 
for five years from ARPA 
funds, with the balance 
being paid the final year 
that ARPA funds can be 
spent. Larkin seconded 
the amendment. Roll call: 
Seyb-aye, Larkin-aye, 
Fedler-nay, Holmes-nay 
and Pflug-nay. Motion 
failed. Moved by Holmes, 
seconded by Fedler, to 
give $100,000 from the 
General Fund in pay-
ments of $20,000 per 
year for five years to the 
Marina Project. Roll call: 
Holmes-aye, Fedler-aye, 
Seyb-aye, Larkin-aye 
and Pflug-aye. Seyb then 
made a motion to give 
$150,000 from the ARPA 
funds to the Marina Proj-
ect. Larkin seconded the 
motion. Roll call: Seyb-
aye, Larkin-aye, Fed-
ler-nay, Holmes-nay and 
Pflug-nay. Motion failed.

Moved by Seyb, 
seconded by Larkin, to 
give $3.5 million of ARPA 
funds towards the Health/
EMS Building. Roll call: 
Seyb-aye, Larkin-aye, 
Fedler-nay, Holmes-nay 
and Pflug-nay. Motion 
failed. Moved by Fedler, 
seconded by Holmes, 
to give the remaining 
ARPA money towards the 
Health/EMS Building. Roll 
call: Fedler-aye, Holmes-
aye, Larkin-aye, Seyb-aye 
and Pflug-aye. Motion 
carried.

Moved by Holmes, 
seconded by Fedler, to 

accept the property at 
5001 Avenue O in Fort 
Madison, from the Glen 
Meller family to build a 
new Health/EMS Building. 
Motion carried.

Moved by Fedler, 
seconded by Seyb, to 
approve a Class C Beer 
Permit for Garner One 
Stop, Montrose, for the 
period August 27, 2022 
through August 26, 2023. 
Motion carried.

Moved by Fedler, 
seconded by Holmes, to 
approve a Certificate of 
Substantial Completion 
for the North Courthouse 
Tuck Point Project. Mo-
tion carried.

Moved by Fedler, 
seconded by Holmes, to 
approve an agreement 
with Nyhart Company 
for Actuarial Services for 
Fiscal Year 2023. Motion 
carried.

Moved by Holmes, sec-
onded by Fedler, to ap-
prove Resolution #2022-
77 and allowing Chairman 
Pflug to sign the contract 
with Dr. Wooster. Roll call: 
Holmes-aye, Fedler-aye, 
Larkin-aye, Seyb-aye and 
Pflug-aye.

RESOLUTION #2022-77
APPOINTING LEE 

COUNTY MEDICAL
EXAMINER

WHEREAS a county 
medical examiner shall 
be appointed by the Lee 
County Board of Supervi-
sors for a two-year term 
pursuant to Code of Iowa 
Section 331.801(1), and

WHEREAS, Dr. 
Meghan Wooster has 
agreed to serve as 
County Medical Examiner 

for Lee County pursuant 
to an approved Contract 
Agreement between Lee 
County and Dr. Wooster 
for County Medical Exam-
iner Services, and

THEREFORE, Be It 
Resolved that effective 
October 1, 2022, Dr. 
Wooster is and shall be 
appointed to serve and 
act as Medical Examin-
er for Lee County and 
shall have all powers, 
rights, and duties, in such 
position including appoint-
ment of Deputy Medical 
Examiners in accordance 
with Code of Iowa Chap-
ter 331 and otherwise as 
provided by law.

Be it Further Resolved 
that Dr. Wooster shall 
serve a two-year term, 
which may automatical-
ly renew for like-terms 
without further Resolu-
tion, unless or until this 
appointment is terminated 
in writing.

APPROVED AND AD-
OPTED this 11th day of 
July 2022.

Lee County Board of 
Supervisors. /s/ Matt 
Pflug, Chairman; /s/ Garry 
Seyb, Vice-Chair; /s/ 
Ron Fedler, Member, /s/ 
Chuck Holmes, Member 
and /s/ Rick Larkin, Mem-
ber. Attest: /s/ Denise 
Fraise, Auditor. Motion 
carried.

Moved by Seyb, 
seconded by Holmes, to 
approve the July 1, 2022 
raises for the County 
Maintenance Department. 
Motion carried.

Scott Edwards ...... $25.42

Jason Mott ............ $22.24
Jeffrey Sugars ...... $23.77
Kirk Nafziger ...$65,211.97

Moved by Fedler, 
seconded by Larkin, to 
approve the Tuesday, July 
5, 2022 Board Minutes. 
Motioned carried.

Moved by Seyb, 
seconded by Holmes, to 
approve the payment of 
claims. Motion carried.

Received and filed the 
Treasurer’s Report of 
Fees Collected for the 
month of June 2022 and 
a Manure Management 
Annual Update for Holt-
kamp Farms in Franklin 
Township.

Committee Reports: 
Holmes reported that he 
had a zoom meeting with 
the Workforce Devel-
opment Director. Pflug 
reported on a Board of 
Health meeting.

At 11:15 a.m. a motion 
was made by Fedler, 
seconded by Holmes, to 
adjourn. Motion carried. 

The next meeting will be 
held on Monday, July 18, 
2022 at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Administration Building in 
Fort Madison.

Matt Pflug, Chairman
Attest: Denise Fraise, 

Lee County Auditor

Claims paid
July 11, 2022

Access Systms, equp
.............................. 505.00
Agriland FS, fuel
............................ 1369.69
Airgas USA, splys
.............................. 332.29
Alliant Enrgy, svs
............................ 9944.39
Auto-Owners, ins
............................ 2231.00
Auto Door Grp, svs
.............................. 225.00
Ball Volvo, splys.... 143.00
Bates Sntatn, svs.. 240.00
R Goodrich, svs .. 3738.72
Benco Dntl, vs .... 1018.06
Blades/Green, svs
............................ 4345.00
B Bonar, exps ....... 200.00
Brotcke Well, svs

mailto:Rejobo74%40gmail.com?subject=FMHA%20Executive%20Director%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
mailto:waynemarple%40gmail.com?subject=Mobile%20Nursing%20Services%20Administrator%20-%20Pen%20City%20Current
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.......................... 29000.00
Brozene Hydrlc, svs
.............................. 241.40
Building Mtrl, splys.. 98.10
K Burkhardt, exps

.............................. 124.12
Calhoun-Burns, svs
............................ 1868.30
Centre State Intl, svs
............................ 2569.47

CenturyLink, svs ....... 1.05
ClickStart Web, equp
................................ 44.85
Cullen Pest, svs .... 365.00
Culligan, wtr ............ 78.20
H Curtis, svs ........... 14.00
Democrat Co, publ.. 28.29
Darkside Tint, splys
............................ 1741.00
D Wolfe Land, svs
.............................. 750.00
Dell Mrktg, equp
.......................... 26852.65
DM Co Hlth Dpt, svs
............................ 4357.49
Douds Stone, mtrl
.............................. 529.20
Dougs Electric, svs
............................ 1000.00
Electr Engrg, svs
............................ 2170.80
Farm/Home, splys .. 79.41
Fehseke/Gray Law, svs
.............................. 297.50
Floyds EZ Way, svs
.............................. 195.00
Z Fuller, exps ........ 128.39
Garratt-Callahan, svs
.............................. 750.00
N Granaman, svs.. 392.84
Grt Prairie AEA, svs

.............................. 761.81
GRRWA, svs ......... 561.00
Hartricks Lmbr, parts
................................ 17.17
Health Sol, svs...... 331.00
Hellige Lawn, svs.. 250.00
Home Thrpy Sol, svs
............................ 2423.40
A Huber, equp ..... 1800.00
Huffman Wldng, equp
.............................. 664.15
J Huling, exps ......... 18.18
Humburd Auto, svs
................................ 65.05
Ideal Rdy Mix, mtrl
............................ 5476.67
Idemia Indntity, svs
............................ 3133.00
Impact7G, svs..... 6025.00
IA DOT, svs ......... 2162.68
IA St Pen, meals
............................ 7500.00
ISAC, reg ............ 6100.00
Jays Auto, svs......... 51.40
P Kaltefleiter, exps .. 48.34
J Kemper, svs ....... 208.64
Kempkers, splys ... 122.61
K Kester, svs........... 25.00
Kimball Midwest, svs
.............................. 103.22
Kirchner Trkg, svs

.............................. 660.00
B KrmrRsbrg, exps
................................ 12.98
R Kuntz, svs ......... 200.00
Lawson Prdcts, svs
............................ 1219.13
LeeCo Treas, fees
........................ 259890.66
LeeCo Treas, costs
.......................... 39986.02
Liberty Util, gas ..... 293.51
McFarlands, splys... 21.99
D Mehl, exps......... 223.85
Midway Frtlnr, svs
.............................. 567.95
MtHamill Elvtr, splys
................................ 96.55
Mutual Whl, parts.... 14.76
NAPA Auto, parts .. 966.49
Newman Signs, svs
............................ 1883.52
JJ Nichting, equp
.......................... 32352.87
AT Conf, svs ......... 269.66
O’Reilly Auto, parts
................................ 85.91
P Palmer, rfnd ......... 73.70
K Pflug, svs............. 93.01
Powerphone, svs
............................ 6412.50
Prairie Farms, splys

.............................. 212.80
Pritchard Brdctg, publ
.............................. 350.00
Rathbun Wtr, svs ...112.00
RicohUSA, splys ... 152.39
SIACC, svs ....... 26594.60
Sidwell Co, svs ... 8810.00
Solutions, svs ....12311.08
K Spear, exps ......... 32.40
S Thompson, svs .... 81.00
Truck Repair, parts
............................ 5007.75
US Cell, svs .......... 215.03
US Treasury, costs
.............................. 474.81
Van Hyning Trckng, svs
.............................. 770.00
Vermeer Sales, equp
................................ 59.00
Vertical Comm, svs
.............................. 141.18
Vinson/Sill, svs ..... 714.08
M Walker, svs ....... 200.00
West Pnt Utility, svs
................................ 93.67
Wex Bank, fuel ... 9170.33
Windstream, svs ... 751.34
911 Custom, equp
............................ 3136.00

SHOPClassifieds
Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

http://www.jdrf.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
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Got a news tip? Call Chuck (319)371.1670

Call Lee at 319.371.4125 today to advertise!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Large commercial and diversified operations have distinctly different exposures than  
traditional farms and ranches. That’s why we created AgMax specifically to serve the unique 
needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
larryholtkamp.com
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needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
   and training
   Agritainment and agritourism
   Hunting and other farm-based recreation

  Contact me today to learn how I can help you maximize  
  your insurance protection. 

 Protect your bottom line with
The Power of AgMax®

Western Agricultural Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services CA019 (12-14)
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needs of commercial agriculture operations and related businesses, including:

   Producers who process, retail or direct market
   Equine and kennel operations, including boarding, breeding  
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Fort Madison
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jess Sutcliffe, Agent
2623 Avenue L
Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982
www.fortmadisoninsurance.com
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Never Shiver. Don’t Sweat.

Just call
Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Lee County Floral LLC

319-470-8611 • Donnellson

Lee County Floral LLC

Fresh Flowers • Silk Flowers & Gifts
Casket Sprays • Plants

Remembrance Arrangements

www.LeeCountyFloral.com • Victoria@LeeCountyFloral.com
Click this ad to visit us on

Beautiful, Fresh-Cut Flowers
Every Day, Special Occasions, Events, & Funerals

Say I’m Thinking of You with‘

Delivering to all of Lee County

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Buying or Selling?
Call Karen first!

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

• Real Knowledge
• Real Experience
• Real Dedication

Real Results!Real Results!

https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.CapeAir.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/makingstitchesfortmadison
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
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Scene Around Town/From the Front

ACCIDENT & INJURY LAW

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.

Touching the Community with CareTouching the Community with Care

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison

(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

with some of the real-life challenges that confront school administrators and 
their governing boards.

One such real-life headache is ongoing in the Cedar Rapids Community 
School District. It played out a year ago at Des Moines Area Community 
College. And the Linn-Mar Community School District in Marion may have 
the same headache, too.

The issue is cyber-security and ransom attacks that are carried out by un-
known criminals. These people hack their way into an institution’s computer 
network and try to steal personal information of employees and, potentially, 
private student information, too.

The Cedar Rapids district was hit by just such an attack on July 2, forcing 
the cancellation of summer school the following week. A month later, the 
Linn-Mar district announced it was investigating the source of a problem that 
took down its telephones and knocked out its computer systems.

At DMACC, a cyber incident in the summer of 2021 forced the Ankeny 
college to shut down parts of its computer network, ending online classes, 
delaying students from signing up for new classes, and knocking out internet 
service for several weeks.

It should surprise no one that cyber criminals are attacking government 
institutions and trying to extract a ransom. Businesses in Iowa have been hit 
this way, too, costing them significant amounts of money and extra labor.

There is an important difference between private businesses and govern-
ment institutions, however. One belongs to the people of Iowa. The other 
does not.

The Cedar Rapids school district did pat a ransom in an effort to protect the 
personal information of its employees — 8,790 people, in all. The information 
that may have been compromised includes employees’ full names, Social Se-
curity numbers, driver license numbers, banking account and routing num-
bers, and their personal medical information.

My government transparency radar goes off when I hear that school offi-
cials have refused to disclose how large the ransom was, to whom it was paid 
or how it was paid. The school is offering a free year’s worth of credit moni-
toring services to employees to see if their personal information is used.

The attackers who struck DMACC last year also demanded payment of 
a ransom. The college refused. But administrators now also refuse to tell 

the Cedar Rapids Gazette how much ransom was sought or how much the 
college actually spent to combat the security breach — for outside experts, 
for new equipment and repaired equipment, and for higher cyber insurance 
premiums.

Linn-Mar officials have not said whether any personal information on em-
ployees or students was compromised. Nor have they even confirmed wheth-
er a cyber attacker was responsible for that district’s computer problems.

Were I standing in front of the School Administrators of Iowa or the Iowa 
Association of School Boards to address their members, I would expect to 
be grilled like a cheap steak about my position on the intersection of Iowa’s 
public records laws and information about these cyber security incidents.

I would remind these officials that Iowa’s public records law allows school 
districts or other government entities to keep confidential their cyber security 
procedures and their emergency response procedures. That is just common 
sense.

No one expects them to be required to make public what the records law 
describes as the vulnerability assessments made on their computer networks, 
the information contained in security and response plans, or the passwords 
and security codes needed to access certain parts of their computer networks.

But it is common sense, too, that administrators would be expected to make 
public, upon request, basic information that the tax-paying public is interest-
ed in: That would include the amount of ransom that was sought or that was 
paid in response to an intrusion by cyber criminals, as well as an accounting 
of how much a school district or community college paid to clean up its com-
puter networks after a cyber-attack.

It would be detailed enough so the public can determine whether their local 
school district or college is taking all reasonable precautions to guard against 
such an attack. The public is entitled to know whether their local school is 
show to adopt recommended security precautions.

After all, the cyber criminals who struck the Cedar Rapids school district’s 
computers already know how much ransom they received and how it was 
paid. The only people being kept in the dark now are the taxpayers in the 
district and the parents of its 15,800 students.

Even if a school’s lawyers show how these details could legally be kept con-
fidential, I would remind school officials that secrecy is never a good way to 
build public trust and confidence in the management of a district or college.

Randy Evans can be reached at DMRevans2810@gmail.com. 

EVANS - Continued from Page 1

Ransom payments should be made known to taxpayers

Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld and Greg “Shoeloose” The Clown 
Brockman pose for a photo Tuesday at the Fort Madison City Council 
meeting, where Brockman received an honor from the Mayor.

https://pothitakislaw.com/
https://www.LeeCountyHD.org
mailto:DMRevans2810@gmail.com
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