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Price for 2x4s going up

FUNDRAISING:  Effort to build "tiny" homes for vets in fundraising stage

Kingsley Inn 
honored by 
Tripadvisor

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The lots 
are secured, plans are in place, 
and now the 2x4s for Hope-Lee 
County effort is in full-on fund-
raising mode.

The group met Tuesday night 
at the Fort Madison Eagles Club 
to update stakeholders and 
advocates on the progress being 
made when construction might 
begin.

Lester Kistner, a U.S. Army 
veteran and his sister Stephanie 
Warner are both veterans with 
active duty service and brought 
the program from Illinois to 
Iowa. Kistner’s cousin started 
the program in Quincy.

He said the group is focusing 
on fundraising efforts right now 
to secure the needed funds for 
the first home. Right now the 
group has raised about $20,000 

and need an additional $40,000 
to get started on the first home.

“We’re still in the active 
fundraising mode here,” he 
said. “Due to the high prices of 
lumber and that, it takes about 
$60,000 to do a home right 
now.”

He said that cost creates a 
turnkey home for an at-risk 
veteran.

“When they get the home it’s 
a complete home. The wood, 
the concrete, utilities, furniture, 
appliances - it’s everything,” he 
said. “It’s a complete turnkey 
operation. When the veteran 
gets the home it’s completely 
furnished with everything they 
need, notebook paper, food in 
the cabinets, towels - every-
thing.”

The group established the first 
Iowa effort less than a year ago 

PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON  – The Kingsley Inn 
today announced it has been recognized 
by Tripadvisor as a 2022 Travelers’ Choice 
Best of the Best award winner for lodging.  
The Best of the Best Award recipients are 
among the top 1% of listings on Tripadvi-
sor.  

In a year of heavy competition and 
changing traveler priorities, the Kingsley 
Inn exceeded expectations and has been 
lauded as one of their favorites. Based 
on a full year of Tripadvisor reviews, the 
Travelers’ Choice Awards honor the best 
in travel, recognizing the places that deliv-
ered the most exceptional experiences.

“We are so honored to have been given 
this award!” said Chi Eastin, the General 
Manager of the Kingsley Inn. “We are 
fortunate enough to be located along the 
Mississippi riverfront and in a historical 
area that gives our guests so much to 
see and do.  Our hospitality, pride and 
knowledge of our region is what makes 
us stand out. We truly want to give our 
guests a great experience while they are 
with us and love to see them return again 
and again.”

“Congratulations to the 2022 Tripadvi-
sor Travelers’ Choice Best of the Best Win-
ners,” said Kanika Soni, Chief Commercial 
Officer at Tripadvisor. “The Travelers’ 
Choice Awards recognize the best in tour-
ism and hospitality, according to those 
who matter most: your guests. Ranking 
among the Best of the Best is always tough 
— but never more so than this year as we 
emerge from the pandemic. Whether it’s 
using new technology, implementing safe-
ty measures, or hiring outstanding staff, 
I’m impressed by the steps you’ve taken 
to meet travelers’ new demands. You’ve 
adapted brilliantly in the face of adversity.”

To see traveler reviews and popular fea-
tures of the Kingsley Inn, visit the hotel’s 
Tripadvisor page.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Lester Kistner, an organizer with 2x4s for Hope-Lee County, looks out over the lot at 2833 Avenue J 
where two new Veterans’ Tiny Homes will be built when funds are raised. 

See HOMES, page 8
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A fundraiser with a Zombie twist on es-
caping Rodeo Park is set for the 2x4s for 
Hope-Lee County Sept. 24.

BUSINESS NEWS:  Hotel gets 
2022 Traveler’s Choice 
award for lodging
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GET THE BEAUTIFUL

SMILE
YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED!

Ft. Madison East
(319) 372-3614

Ft. Madison West
(319) 372-4882

West Burlington
(319) 753-2515

New London
(319) 367-2311

Mediapolis
(319) 394-3255

Burlington
(319) 752-7993

www.DrMarkDDS.com

• Family Dentistry
• Teeth Whitening
• Dental Implants
• Extractions

AVAILABLE FOR DENTAL EMERGENCIES

Now accepting new patients
319-469-3951

www.PilotGroveSavingsBank.com

Owning your own home doesn’t have to be
just an American Dream.

Donnellson | Fairfield | Fort Madison | Houghton | Keokuk | Mt. Pleasant | Packwood | Pilot Grove | West Burlington | West Point | Winfield

It can be YOUR dream come true!

Call today to talk to one of our home loan officers.

Meet our loan officers 
from left to right:
Scott Piper,
Brett Wrieden,
Justin Menke,
and Nichole Nagel

Making Dreams Come True Since 1911

To the Editor:
Working for southeast Iowa in the Legislature is something to which I am 

wholly committed. I want Lee County to have a representative voice that reflects 
working families, education and no special interests. I do not have an agenda, I am 
not running for self interest.    

Working for Lee County also means volunteering for our communities. I have 
spent the last 25 years serving various boards, committees and organizations.  This 
service has not stopped, nor should it.  I feel strongly that volunteerism is what 
binds communities together, makes it work and  improves the lives of those who 
live here.

This message is twofold, first it is to encourage all of you to reach out to local 
organizations to see how you can help.  Your assistance might be in the form of 
hours, donations or participation, but it will make a difference.  It is not up to a 
handful but rather a community to make our region a better place for our chil-
dren.

I also want to you to know that I am available to you. My family, volunteerism 
and work all have a presence in my life, but my passion is to do all that I can to 
ensure the path of Iowa gets re-centered.  We need to make education a priori-
ty.  We need to ensure voting rights are not further stripped.  We need to ensure 
labor is supported. We need to ensure that minority rights do not continue to get 
damaged. We have to ensure reproductive rights are not taken.   We cannot take 
for granted that someone else will fix the direction of the state.  It’s down to you 
and me.

Rebecca Bowker, Candidate HD 100

Letters to the Editor
Volunteerism is part of candidate’s platform

PCC STAFF

MONTROSE - The Lee County Dem-

ocratic Party will be holding their annual 

Ice Cream Social at the Ivor Fowler 

Community Center, 710 Main St., Mon-

trose, this Sunday, 2:30 - 4:30 pm. Deidre 

DeJear, candidate for Governor; Christi-

na Bohannan, candidate for U.S. House 

of Representatives; Joel Miller, candidate 

for Secretary of State; Rebecca Bowker, 

candidate for State House District 100; 

Dennis Cohoon, current representative 

for State House District 99; and Donna 

Amandus, candidate for Supervisor Dis-

trict Two will be guests and speaking to 

those attending. There will be ice cream 

and desserts available and free will dona-

tions will be accepted. An auction will be 

held for a pie as part of the event.

All are welcome to attend and anyone 

with questions should call Mary Jo Ries-

berg at 319-526-3160.

Dems bring in speakers for ice cream

https://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://www.PilotGroveSavingsBank.com
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Thank you President Joe Biden
and the Democrats in the United States Congress

for passing the American Rescue Plan.

Thank you for investing $100 million to protect Iowa schools
in the wake of the recent gun violence.

Thank you for investing $330 million in housing for Iowa.

Thank you for investing $18 million in Iowa’s airports.

Thank you for investing in our small businesses across Iowa.

Thank you for investing $300 million in Iowa’s broadband.

Thank you for investing $100 million in
Iowa’s water infrastructure.

Thank you for investing $200 million in grants
to registered and licensed Iowa daycare providers.

Thank you for the expanded direct payments to Iowa families.

Thank you for investing in our counties across Iowa,
including $6.5 million in Lee County.

Kim Reynolds called the American Rescue Plan Act
a “Blue State Bailout”, but is happy to give ARPA money

to our communities without giving credit where credit is due.
Chuck Grassley and Marianette Miller Meeks both voted against

Iowa and Lee County receiving these funds. Biden money is helping 
fight Iowa’s childcare shortage; fund broadband and housing;

protect our students; and give assistance to our counties, families,
and businesses. Democrats care about Iowans.

 
Elect Democrats Mike Franken to the U.S. Senate and

Christina Bohannan to the U.S. House of Representatives.
They care about Iowans.

Paid for by the Lee County Democratic Party

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064505514452
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DALTON R. ROSE
Dalton Robert Rose, 21 years old, of Keokuk Iowa, tragically passed away Sun-

day morning, July 24th, 2022.  He was born on April 28th, 2001, the son of Donnie 
Rose of Keokuk and Andrea Chezum of Colorado.  He attended the Keokuk school 

system.  Dalton was an avid athlete, who started young with wrestling 
and later moved on to MMA fighting.  Dalton had a passion for life, 
loved food and his dogs, and brought happiness to all of those he met, 
with a contagious smile and a big heart.

Dalton recently had the joy of becoming a father to his precious 
daughter, Wrenley Grace Rose on February 14th, 2022, she survives 
along with her mother and his girlfriend, Hailey Finch.

Dalton is also survived by his parents Donnie and Andrea, his 
paternal grandfather, Robert Rose, of Keokuk, and (7) siblings; Josh (Heather) Rose 
of Keokuk, Michelle (Aaron) McCane of Keokuk, Sara (Rose) Smith of Mississippi, 
Ariel Rose of Florida, Donnie (Macey) Rose of Keokuk, Oscar Mejia of Montana, 
and Mercedes Mejia of Cambridge, Illinois.  Other survivors include many nieces, 
nephews, cousins, aunts, and uncles.

Dalton was preceded in death by his paternal grandmother, Beverly Ann Rose, 
who raised him. 

Special mention to be made to the Ryan Walrath, Randy Riddle, and Jason James 
families, all of Keokuk, who each played a key role in Dalton’s life, and as a family, 
we are forever grateful.

A celebration of life will be held at Crossview Church in Keokuk on Friday, July 
29th at 1 pm officiated by Kevin Hardcastle, with family meeting friends for visita-
tion from 10 am to 1 pm directly before the service.

In lieu of flowers, donations or memorials can be made to Hailey Finch on behalf 
of Wrenley Rose.

Tributes and condolences may be left at www.dejongsfuneralhome.com.
DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home of Keokuk is in charge of arrangements.

ROSE

OBITUARIES

DORIS I. ROBERTSON
Doris Irene (Reid) Robertson, 85, of Keokuk, died Monday, July 25, 2022 at South-

east Iowa Regional Hospital in Ft. Madison, after a brief illness.  
Doris was born on July 12, 1937 in Keokuk Iowa, to Oaklyn James and Etta (Tell-

er) Reid.  She was united in marriage to Donald Robertson on Sep-
tember 4, 1955.  He preceded her in death on October 21, 2018.

She graduated from Keokuk Senior High School in 1955 and 
worked for several years as a telephone operator for Northwestern 
Bell in Keokuk.  She was a bookkeeper for the Keokuk City Employ-
ees Credit Union from 1970-1974 and then the City Clerk’s office for 
26 years, becoming the Finance Manager for the City of Keokuk until 
retiring in January 1999.

Doris was a member of St. Paul United Church of Christ and served as Treasur-
er of the Consistory, a Trustee for three years and various other committees for 
the church.  She was a member of P.E.O. chapter U.  Doris enjoyed bowling in her 
younger years and golf with the ladies of the Elk’s on Thursday mornings.  Other 
interests over the years included needlework, sewing, birds, and her flower garden.  
Her greatest joy was family time and holiday gatherings, especially catching up with 
her grandsons and keeping up with her great-grandkids activities.

Doris and Don enjoyed traveling after their retirement, including trips to Europe 
and Hawaii. They hosted a High School Exchange Teacher in 1979 that was from 
Uruguay and maintained a lifetime relationship, which they cherished.

Doris is survived by her son, Daniel Robertson (Amy) of Keokuk, daughter, Diana 
Robertson (Susan Butterfield) of Lawrence, KS, and son-in-law, Steve Johnson of 
Hamilton IL. She is also survived by two grandsons, Jeremy Robertson (Darlene) 
of Jacksonville, FL. and Nathan Robertson (Jamie) of Cedar Rapids IA and three 
great-grandchildren, Kayla, Brady, and Blake of Cedar Rapids IA.

In addition to her husband, she was preceded in death by her parents and stepfa-
ther, Ernest Fickle, her daughter, Deborah Johnson, her brother, Thomas Reid, and 
sister, Mary Anne Roberts.

A funeral service will be held 2:00 pm, Thursday, July 28 at Vigen Memorial Home 
in Keokuk with Reverend Milo Van Veldhuizen officiating.  Burial will be in the 
Oakland Cemetery in Keokuk.

Visitation will be held one hour prior to the service from 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
with the family meeting with friends at that time.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to St. Paul United Church of Christ in 
Keokuk, or the Arthritis Foundation, PO Box 96280, Washington, DC. 20077.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

ROBERTSON

Follow Us @pencitycurrent

https://www.CapeAir.com
http://www.dejongsfuneralhome.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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ACCIDENT & INJURY LAW

320 North 3rd Street, Suite 100, Burlington, Iowa 52601-0337
1603 Main Street, Keokuk, IA 52632

www.PothitakisLaw.com

Fighting to get you
the compensation you deserve.

OBITUARIES

PATRICIA R. STEFFENSMEIER
Patricia “Pat” Rose Steffensmeier, 81, of St. Paul, Iowa, passed away on July 22, 

2022, after a courageous battle with cancer surrounded by her loved ones who will 
continue to honor her legacy by living their lives to the fullest. Born on December 19, 

1940, Pat was the daughter of Albert and Viola (Schwartz) Lampe and 
was the second of eleven children. She married Daniel Steffensmeier 
on September 7, 1963, at Saint John’s Catholic Church in Houghton, 
Iowa. 

As a devout Catholic, Pat attended Saint John’s Catholic School in 
Houghton, Iowa. She was a member of Saint James Catholic Church 
in Saint Paul, Iowa. She served on the parish council, was an officer of 
the Altar and Rosary Society, and sang beautifully in the parish choir 

for nearly 40 years. Pat was also a member of the Saint James quilters. 
Pat worked at Northwestern Bell in Fort Madison, Iowa, and continued to serve 

others as a volunteer teacher’s aid at Marquette Elementary School in Houghton, 
Iowa, for more than twenty years. Pat had an amazing love of nature and could iden-
tify nearly every bird, plant, flower, or insect. Her grandkids were fascinated by this 
knowledge as well as her insect and rock collections which helped them receive won-
derful accolades on many school science projects. She also loved following her grand-
kids’ activities, cooking wonderful meals for her family, going down to the ponds, 
watching the hummingbirds, tending to her flowers, and wintering in Arizona.

She is survived by her husband, Dan; children: Mike (Jan) of Columbus, Ohio, 
Marty (Amy) of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Scott (Raelynn) of Roanoke, Indiana, and 
Julie (Jamie) of Waverly, Iowa; fifteen grandchildren and three great grandchildren; 
siblings: Larry (Ruth) Lampe of Houghton, Iowa, Dave (Linda) of Lockridge, Iowa, 
Joyce (Darrell) Moeller of Salem, Iowa, Vicki Arnold of Keosauqua, Iowa, Kathy 
(Carl) Elston of Quincy, Illinois, Joe (Lora) Lampe of Houghton, Iowa, Jerry Lampe 
of Houghton, Iowa, Alan (Beth) of Des Moines, Iowa, and Tom (Lois) of Metamora, 
Illinois; many nieces and nephews; and a host of friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents and brother Dennis who died in infancy. 
Visitation will begin after 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 28, 2022, at Saint James the 

Less Catholic Church in Saint Paul. The family will receive friends from 3:30 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m. A parish rosary will be recited at 4:00 p.m. and a Christian wake service 
will be at 6:00 p.m.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, July 29, 2022, at 
Saint James the Less Catholic Church in Saint Paul with Father Dan Dorau as cele-
brant.

Burial will be held in Saint James Cemetery in Saint Paul, Iowa.
A memorial has been established in her memory for Saint James the Less Catholic 

Church.
Online condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com. 

Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting the family with arrangements.

STEFFENSMEIER

OBITUARIES

ELIZABETH S. HOUSTON
Elizabeth “Betty” Steele Houston, 80, of Quincy, IL formerly of Keokuk, died Sunday, 

July 24, 2022 at the Blessing Hospital in Quincy, IL.
She was born November 19, 1941 in Canton, MO the daughter of Thomas Fredrick 

and Kathryn Ruth Morton Price.
She graduated from the Keokuk High School with the Class of 1960.
On November 19, 1961, Elizabeth was united in marriage to Russell 

“Blackie” Steele, Jr. in Canton, MO. He preceded her in death on January 
6, 1988.  She then married Lloyd Houston.  He preceded her in death.

Elizabeth was employed at Ayerco in Alexandria, MO for over four 
years and then Lee County Home in Keokuk for over 13 years.

When living in Keokuk she attended the Calvary Foursquare Church.  
She enjoyed attending Bible studies and the fellowship.

Elizabeth enjoyed listening to Christian music, working in her flower garden, and 
watching the sun rise, sun set and star gazing.  She enjoyed the beauty of rainbows and 
appreciating anything that God created.  The glistening of the sun on the water was like 
seeing diamonds on the water.

She is survived by four daughters, Corrina Steele of Quincy, Rose Taylor (Timothy) 
of Alexander, ND, Marla Earnst of Quincy, and Tanya Steele-Bennett (Chris) of Quin-
cy, eleven grandchildren and fifteen great-grandchildren.  She is also survived by one 
sister, Edith Filz of Bowen, IL, two brothers, John Price of Eden Prairie, MN and Tom 
Price, Jr. of Hamilton, IL, along with many nieces and nephews.

Besides her husbands, she was also preceded in death by one grandchild and one 
sister, Margaret Newberry.

Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. Thursday at the Vigen Memorial Home in 
Keokuk, IA with Pastor Dan Davis officiating.  Burial will be in the Keokuk National 
Cemetery.

Visitation will be after 1 p.m. Wednesday at the funeral home with family meeting 
with friends from 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Memorials may be made to the Alzheimer’s Association or to the family.
Online condolences may be left for the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

HOUSTON

Pen City Current obituary policy
Pen City Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes and 
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as submit-
ted by the funeral homes. Reposting of obituaries due to changes can only be 
requested by the submitting funeral home and will be assessed a $15 reposting 
fee.

https://pothitakislaw.com/
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/CompleteRentalFM/%3Fepik%3Ddj0yJnU9a0dYdXZEb3dxVjlfOWpQbFFZbndVbm9yZlFnSjdkVWUmcD0wJm49ckFWZk4tZjI5ZW84bXJmR0cwdk9PQSZ0PUFBQUFBR0l2ZmFV?subject=
http://www.jdrf.org
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.vigenmemorialhome.com
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and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM

Complete Comfort. Affordable Price.

Ft. Madison: 319-372-4328
Burlington: 319-752-4328
All Areas: 877-380-4328

24 Hour Service • FREE Estimates • Servicing All Makes

www.YourHeatAndAirGuy.com

Full Service 
HVAC Company
Serving Fort Madison,

Burlington, and
surrounding areas
with over 30 Years 

Experience!

Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Vinyl Banners

Art
Supplies

Flyers

Posters

Office 
Furniture

B
usiness 

Form
s

Trifold Brochures

P
hoto

C
orrection

Coffee 
Mugs

Office 
Supplies

Printing

T-Shirt Printing

B
usiness C

ards

ENJOY FREE DELIVERY TO FORT MADISON, KEOKUK, BURLINGTON
& THE SURROUNDING AREAS!

621 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2721
doddprinting.com

Buying or Selling?
Call Karen first!

Karen Hope
(319) 372-4040

• Real Knowledge
• Real Experience
• Real Dedication

Real Results!Real Results!

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

https://fortmadisoninsurance.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://larryholtkamp.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.CapeAir.com
https://www.facebook.com/Turbo-Wash-Inc-478075205627631
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
http://www.KempkersTrueValue.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-Associates-Real-Estate-LLC-227221170668648/
https://www.facebook.com/makingstitchesfortmadison
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
http://www.CullenPest.com
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Classifieds/Public Notices

Certified Nurse’s Aide
Lee County Health Department is seeking 
a full-time Certified Nurse’s Aide to work 
in the agency’s Homecare and Hospice 
programs.  This position requires travel to 
client homes in the agency’s service area.  
If interested please mail resume to 
LCHD, Attn: Tammy Wilson, PO Box 1426, 
Fort  Madison, IA 52627 or email  
twilson@leecountyhd.org.   
LCHD is EOE.

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING MINUTES

Donnellson City Council
Special Meeting

Monday June 28th, 2022
6:00PM, City Hall

The special meeting 
of the Donnellson City 
Council was called to 
order by Mayor D. Elling-
boe, with Council Mem-
bers Estrada, Marshall, 
Moeller, Weber & Newton 
present. 

Motion by Moeller, 
second by Estrada to 
approve the agenda: all 
ayes.

Motion by Newton, sec-
ond by Weber to approve 
FYE 2022 bills: all ayes.

Motion by Moeller, 
second by Marshall to 
approve the White Tiger 
Exhibit to be at the Lee 
County Fair July 5th 
through the 10th: all ayes.

There being no other 
business to come be-
fore the Council, motion 
by Marshall, second by 
Newton, Mayor Ellingboe 
declared the meeting 
adjourned: all ayes.

Dave Ellingboe, Mayor
Attest: Rebecca Schau, 

City Clerk

MASTERCARD, Misc 
Supplies ............. 3,346.58
WINDSTREAM, Phone/
Internet ................. 416.69
ALLIANT ENERGY, Elec-
tric ...................... 4,203.81
CITY OF FT MADISON, 
Testing .................. 280.00
MID AMERICAN ENER-
GY .............................Gas 
72.57
KIRCHNER TRUCKING, 
Hauling of rock... 2,000.00
EFTPS, FED/FICA 
TAXES ............... 3,767.77
IPERS, IPERS-REGU-
LAR.................... 2,570.72
TREASURER, STATE OF 
IOWA, STATE TAXES
........................... 2,036.00
ARMSTRONG TRACTOR 
LLC, Clamshell ....... 33.79
HUFFMAN’S FARM AND 
HOME, Blower, Shipping
.............................. 323.00
CESSFORD CON-

2136 Green Bay Rd
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

Now Hiring!

Marine Facility 
Operations

& Maintenance
Benefits Included 
Full & Part Time

Positions Available 

Competitive Pay
Excellent Benefits 

Package for full-time 
employees

Heartland Co-op is an 
Equal Opportunity

Employer (EOE-AA)
committed to advancing 

diversity in the work-
place. Post offer ... 

pre-employment 
drug screen, job

physical, & physical 
capacity profile required.

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT: 

heartlandcoop.sub-
mit4jobs.com

Select Southeast Iowa, 
Region 3

HELP
WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE
FORT MADISON

AIRPORT COMMISSION 
Date: MONDAY,
AUGUST 1, 2022
Time: 6:00 P.M.

Place: Municipal Airport
50 Airport Road,

Fort Madison, IA 52627
AGENDA

ROLL CALL
APPROVAL OF MIN-

UTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETING

BUSINESS:
1.Runway Lighting 

Project Review2.Painting 
Grant and Work Review3.
Projects associated with 
$22,000 in Delphi 4.Other 
Business

AIRPORT MANAGERS 
REPORT

ADJOURNMENT

STRUCTION CO, Rock
........................... 4,000.00
MUNICIPAL SUPPLY, 
Water supplies ... 7,167.72
VERIZON, Data ...... 40.01
PETTY CASH, postage
.................................. 7.38
DAWN SCHAU, Office 
Cleaning ............... 360.00
USPS, Water Bill Postage
.............................. 142.80
KEYSTONE LABORATO-
RIES, Testing .......... 13.75
KENT BRISBY, reimburse
................................ 22.43
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENE, Water Excise 
Tax ..................... 3,553.79
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENE, Sales Tax
.............................. 868.39
USDA RURAL DEVEL-
OPMENT, Loan Payment
........................... 1,816.00
KARL CHEVROLET, Stor-
age Box ............. 1,100.00
LYNCH DALLAS, P.C., 
Nuisance Lawyer Fee
.............................. 608.00
FEHSEKE & GRAY, Law-
yer Fees................ 795.00
CAPITAL ONE, tv/mount
.............................. 218.14
INGRAM, Books ... 275.44
RSM US LLP, IT Service
.............................. 758.50
ACCESS, Printer Con-
tract......................... 54.94
ION ENVIRONMENTAL 
SOLUT, Testing ....... 98.00
OCV CONTROL VALVES, 
LLC, Valve ............ 565.43
CENTRAL TANK COAT-
INGS, Exterior and Interi-
or Work ............ 64,000.00
OUTLAW TEES INC, 
Shirts .................... 145.90
PAYROLL CHECKS, TO-
TAL PAYROLL CHECKS
......................... 15,090.14
CLAIMS TOTAL
....................... 120,752.69

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING MINUTES

Donnellson City Council
Regular Meeting

Tuesday July 5th, 2022
7:00PM, City Hall

The regular meet-
ing of the Donnellson 
City Council was called 
to order by Mayor D. 
Ellingboe, with Council 
Members Weber, Moeller, 
Newton, Marshall & Estra-
da present.

Motion by Newton, 
second by Marshall to 
approve the agenda: all 
ayes.

Citizen comments – 
None.

Motion by Estrada, sec-
ond by Weber to approve 
the minutes of the June 
‘22 meetings: all ayes.

Motion by Marshall, 
second by Newton to 
approve the June ’22 
financial reports: all ayes.

Motion by Moeller, sec-
ond by Weber to approve 
the June ‘22 disburse-
ments and July ’22 bills to 
be allowed: all ayes.

Motion by Newton, sec-
ond by Weber to approve 
new water connection at 
716 University: all ayes.

Motion by Marshall, 
second by Moeller to 
approve new water and 
sewer connection at 303 
Chestnut: all ayes.

Motion by Newton, 
second by Estrada to 
approve new Class C Li-
quor License with Sunday 
Sales and Outdoor Ser-
vice for R&T Stumble Inn 
Inc 516 N Main: all ayes.

Amanda Rogers w/ The 
Best You Coalition gave 
an update on their hap-
penings and opportunities 
for the community.

Citizen Concern, metal 
sticking up out of street 
at University & Chestnut. 
City to dig down and cut 
metal below the surface 
and repair street.

Motion by Moeller, 
second by Marshall to 
approve the first reading 
of Ordinance 191 An 
Ordinance Amending The 
Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Donnellson, 
Iowa, By Amending Date 
& Time of monthly council 
meetings: RCV all ayes.

ORDINANCE NO. 191

AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING THE CODE 
OF ORDINANCES OF 
THE CITY OF DONNELL-
SON, IOWA, BY AMEND-
ING DATE AND TIME 
OF MONTHLY COUNCIL 
MEETINGS.

Be It Enacted by the 
City Council of the City of 
Donnellson, Iowa:

SECTION 1. SECTION 
MODIFIED. Section 
17.04(1) of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of 
Donnellson, Iowa, is re-
pealed and the following 
adopted in lieu thereof:

17.04 COUNCIL MEET-
INGS. Procedures for 
giving notice of meet-
ings of the Council and 
other provisions regarding 
the conduct of Council 
meetings are contained in 
Section 5.06 of this Code 
of Ordinances. Addition-
al particulars relating to 
Council meetings are the 
following:

1. Regular Meetings. 
The regular meetings of 
the Council are on the 
second Monday of each 
month at 7:30pm., at 
Council Chambers at City 
Hall. If such day falls on a 
legal holiday, the meeting 
is held the following day 
at the same time unless a 
different day or time is de-
termined by the Council.

SECTION 2. SEVER-
ABILITY CLAUSE. If 
any section, provision, 
or part of this ordinance 
shall be adjudged invalid 
or unconstitutional, such 
adjudication shall not 
affect the validity of the 
ordinance as a whole or 
any section, provision, or 
part thereof not adjudged 
invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 3. WHEN 

EFFECTIVE. This ordi-
nance shall be in effect 
from and after its final 
passage, approval and 
publication as provided 
by law.

Motion by Newton, 
second by Moeller to 
waive the second and 
third readings of Ordi-
nance 191: RCV all ayes. 
Passed and approved by 
council July 5th 2022.

Motion by Marshall, 
second by Moeller to 
approve the first reading 
of Ordinance No 192 An 
Ordinance Amending 
The Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Donnell-
son, Iowa, By Amending 
Abatement of Nuisance 
by written notice: RCV all 
ayes.

ORDINANCE NO. 192

AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING THE CODE 
OF ORDINANCES OF 
THE CITY OF DONNELL-
SON, IOWA, BY AMEND-
ING PROVISIONS 
PERTAINING TO ABATE-
MENT OF NUISANCE BY 
WRITTEN NOTICE.

Be It Enacted by the 
City Council of the City of 
Donnellson, Iowa:

SECTION 1. SECTION 
MODIFIED. Section 
50.06(1) of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of 
Donnellson, Iowa, is re-
pealed and the following 
adopted in lieu thereof:

50.06 ABATEMENT OF 
NUISANCE BY WRITTEN 
NOTICE.  Any nuisance, 
public or private, may be 
abated in the manner pro-
vided for in this section:

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 
364.12[3h])

1. Contents of Notice 
to Property Owner.  The 
notice to abate shall 
contain: †  

A. Description of 
Nuisance.  A description 
of what constitutes the 
nuisance.

B. Location of Nui-
sance.  The location of 
the nuisance. 

C. Acts Necessary to 
Abate.  A statement of the 

act or acts necessary to 
abate the nuisance.

D. Reasonable Time.  
A reasonable time within 
which to complete the 
abatement. 

E. Assessment of City 
Costs.  A statement that 
if the nuisance or con-
dition is not abated as 
directed and no request 
for hearing is made within 
the time prescribed, the 
City may abate it and 
assess the cost against 
the property owner or 
proceed with a municipal 
infraction or proceed with 
abatement as allowed by 
the Code of Iowa.

F. Subsequent Notice. 
If the same nuisance 
continues or is created 
or maintained within six 
months of the notice, the 
city may abate such nui-
sance without additional 
notice.

SECTION 2. SEVER-
ABILITY CLAUSE. If 
any section, provision, 
or part of this ordinance 
shall be adjudged invalid 
or unconstitutional, such 
adjudication shall not 
affect the validity of the 
ordinance as a whole or 
any section, provision, or 
part thereof not adjudged 
invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 3. WHEN 
EFFECTIVE. This ordi-
nance shall be in effect 
from and after its final 
passage, approval and 
publication as provided 
by law.

Motion by Estrada, 
second by Weber to 
waive the second and 
third readings of Ordi-
nance 192: RCV all ayes. 
Passed and approved by 
council July 5th 2022.

Council reviewed the 
2021-22 Insurance Premi-
um Audit.

Water/Sewer Superin-
tendent Report – water 
tower painting is com-
plete. Street work will be 
starting this month.

Clerk Report - The 
City of Donnellson has 
created a new website 
which allows residents to 
sign up for notifications, 

go to donnellsoniowa.org 
and click on subscribe to 
receive the latest news. 

There being no other 
business to come be-
fore the Council, motion 
by Moeller, second by 
Weber, Mayor Ellingboe 
declared the meeting 
adjourned: all ayes.

Dave Ellingboe, Mayor
Attest: Rebecca Schau, 

City Clerk

Summary of All 
Receipts: General 
$43,174.40 Capital Equip-
ment Reserve $0 Road 
Use Tax $15,519.17 Em-
ployee Benefit $1,309.95 
Local Option Sales Tax 
$9,623.02 Debit Service 
$0 Rathbun $0 ARPA $0 
Water $22,877.90 Water 
Sinking USDA $1,816.00 

mailto:TWilson%40LeeCountyHD.org?subject=CNAs%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://heartlandcoop.submit4jobs.com
http://heartlandcoop.submit4jobs.com
http://donnellsoniowa.org


From your neck to your toes – and 
the joints in between – we have a 
physician to treat your pain. 

Coming in August
Charles Frank, MD — Spine Surgery

Our local specialists take a conservative approach to  
diagnosing the source of your problem and then finding a 
solution. Therapy may be the best treatment. But if surgery 
is the answer, you will work with your doctor to determine 
the right approach for you. 

Orthopedics-Southeast Iowa Regional  
Medical Center
West Burlington • 319-768-4970 | Fort Madison • 319-376-1135

greatriverhealth.org

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

ARE YOUR TEETH
AND GUMS HEALTHY?

Oral disease can be
a major contributor to heart disease, 

lung disease, and diabetes.

I-Smile™ Silver is
a dental program

serving adults 21 and older
in Des Moines, Lee,

and Van Buren Counties.
For more information or help

finding a dentist, payment source,
or transportation, call the

I-Smile™ team at
1.800.458.6672

or email
RPRahn@LeeCountyHD.org
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Classifieds/From the Front

Sewer $28,023.82 Sewer 
Sinking $0. Summary of 
All Disbursements: Gen-
eral $28,780.92 Capital 
Equipment Reserve $0 
Road Use Tax $9,888.31 
Employee Benefit 
$11,219.23 Local Option 
Sales Tax $17,108.00 
Debit Service $0 Capital 
Project Fund $0 Rathbun 
$0 ARPA $21,000.00 
Water $70,852.90 Water 
Sinking $1,816.00 Sewer 
$9,006.57 Sewer Sinking 
$0.

AFLAC, Aflac .......... 80.76
ALLIANT ENERGY, 
Street Lights ...... 1,472.00
TODD HERDRICH, Reim-
burse Cellphone ..... 50.00
TODD HERDRICH, Cloth-
ing Allowance........ 250.00
REBECCA SCHAU, Eye-
wear Allowance..... 250.00
GREEN ACRES CLUB, 
Pool Support ...... 1,000.00
DONNELLSON LUMBER 
CO, Misc supplies... 33.24
DAILY DEMOCRAT, 
PROCEEDINGS ... 260.66
MT. HAMILL ELEVATOR, 

Bentonite ................ 10.99
ECONO SIGNS, Signs
........................... 1,473.86
HUFFMAN’S FARM AND 
HOME, Misc supplies
................................ 15.97
IOWA LEAGUE OF CIT-
IES, Dues ............. 835.00
CESSFORD CON-
STRUCTION CO, Rock
.............................. 534.65
IOWA DNR, Annual Water 
Supply Fee ............. 97.48
DONNELLSON FIRE 
ASSN, Fire Dept Levy
........................... 6,354.24
DISPLAY SALES, Xmas 
Lights ................. 2,496.00
CITY OF WEST POINT, 
Chief Wages ...... 3,188.00
WEX BANK, Fuel
........................... 1,514.71
RATHBUN REGIONAL 
WATER, Bulk Water
........................... 6,462.00
KOHLMORGAN HAUL-
ING, Trash Pickup
........................... 4,335.00
VERTICAL COMMUNI-
CATIONS, Phone ... 59.41
CLAIMS TOTAL
......................... 30,773.97

PEN CITY CURRENT 
CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICES

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

when they approached Fort Madison City Coun-
cil for support. The city went a step further and 
found a lot for the first two homes at the northeast 
corner of 29th Street and Avenue J.

Kistner said the group will build two homes on 
the lot with driveways in the back off the alley. 
He said they try to limit construction to two to 
three homes for each lot, so there is no stigma to 
the neighborhoods. He said plans are in place for 
additional lots in the future, including a private 
donation that is currently is in the works.

But he said the group needs to generate funds 
for the construction. Kistner said donations can 
be made one-time or on a monthly basis. Dona-
tions can also be made through the group’s signing 
events. They will have events at the Sweet Corn 
festival, at the Watermelon Festival, Mexican Fies-
ta, and at the Tri-State Rodeo.

Fort Madison Mayor Matt Mohrfeld said the 
hearts are in the right place on this project. He 
said the untapped resource, ironically, has been 
veterans.

“They put some veterans in the room to get 
some input and they were so excited about it,” 
Mohrfeld said. “There were people from veterans’ 
boards at the meeting and they started kicking 
around some really good ideas. It was a great 
bunch and it’s pretty cool what’s going on.”

City Councilmen Jack Gray and Tom Schulz, 
both military veterans, were also in on the discus-
sions Tuesday night.

“This is really an amazing thing to get in our 
little town,” Schulz said. “I’m glad someone took 
an interest in Fort Madison as a location. I don’t 
think people realize the number of combat vet-
erans in Fort Madison that were in the desert. 
There’s a lot.”

The signing events include people being able 
to sign the 2x4s that are used in the foundation 
of the homes. The veterans who are getting the 
homes get to walk through during the first two 
days of construction to see the signatures and sup-
port of the community in their home.

Kistner said the efforts aren’t just to get at-risk 
veterans in homes, but to get them all the support 
they need.

“When a veteran takes a home, they will get 
some paperwork that has numbers for veterans’ 
support and resources. Some of them may not 
know where to go and some are too proud to ask 
for help. They need to know these services are 
here for them,” Kistner said.

Construction takes eight days per home. Volun-
teer workers start on Saturday and by the follow-
ing, Sunday organizers hand the keys over to the 
veterans. Kistner said typically there are about 100 
volunteers working to build the homes over the 
eight days.

“We don’t turn anyone away. It may look like 
chaos on the first weekend, but it’s an organized 
chaos,” she said. “We put skilled people in place 
and then put three or four volunteers with them 
so we have a bunch of little groups working 
together. It’s pretty amazing within the first two 
hours the four exterior walls are built and up and 
by the end of Sunday night the whole exterior 
is done, shingled and sided and the electric is 
roughed in, it’s insulated and drywalled.”

The group is holding monthly meetings at the 
Eagles Club and the community is invited. Kistner 
said if the community isn’t involved in the project, 
it won’t work.

“Our hope is to get enough monthly partners 
donating - say 1,000 people donating $10 a month, 
then there won’t be any issue and we can build one 
or two houses per year,” he said.

A fundraiser has been set for September at Ro-
deo Park. The group is hosting an Escape Rodeo 
Park Zombie Run on Sept. 24 beginning at 5 p.m. 
for kids 5-12 and a main event for older people 
starting at 6:30. The event is framed around the 
game of tag with 10 safe zones sponsored by area 
businesses. As people get tagged by “zombies” 
they become infected and then are part of the 
zombie squad. Each participant has to try and get 
to all 10 safe zones. The last one remaining is the 
winner.

An after party starts at 9 p.m. with the band Non 
Grata performing in the pavillion at Rodeo Arena. 
The band is donating their services to the event.

For more information visit the group’s  Face-
book Page at  2x4s for Hope-Lee County at the 
following link: https://www.facebook.com/2x4s-
forhopeleecounty.

HOMES - Continued from Page 1

Group needs $60K per veteran home

https://www.greatriverhealthsystem.org/health-services/orthopedics/
mailto:RPRahn%40LeeCountyHD.org?subject=I-Smile%20%3E%20Pen%20City%20Current
https://www.fortmadisony.org/y-kids-company-preschool/
https://www.facebook.com/2x4sforhopeleecounty
https://www.facebook.com/2x4sforhopeleecounty


1:00-1:20 

 Salvation Army 
1415 Ave M 

(south side) 

 

 
July 1st – August 5th 

(no meals July 4th) 

Sit & Eat Service – Monday thru Friday 

For all kids 18 years old and younger. 
 

10:45-11:05 

 Lincoln Elem 
14th St & Ave E  

(playground) 

 

 

12:30-12:50 

 Richardson Elem. 
33rd St & Ave L  

(playground) 

 

11:15-11:35 

 FM High School 
20th St & Ave C  

(by pool) 

 

11:50-12:10 

 Victory Park 
23rd St & Ave F  

(playground) 

 

11:00-11:30 

 ECC 
     23rd & Ave J 

  No meals July 4-8 

 YMCA 
     220 – 26th St 

No meals on Fridays 

 



Phone: Email:

Team Name:

Contact Person:

Player 1: Player 2:

Player 3: Player 4:

Send Registration to:
Eric Van Ausdall
1692 Hwy 2
Donnellson, IA 52625

217-430-4650
eric@myconnectionbank.com

GOLF OUTING

2022
Central Lee Sports Boosters

SPONSORED BYFRIDAY, AUGUST 5, 2022FRIDAY, AUGUST 5, 2022
GREEN ACRES GOLF COURSE

in Donnellson, Iowa

SHOTGUN START:
 

FORMAT:
 

ENTRY FEE:

10 a.m.

Best Ball

$400 per team
22 team limit, 4 players per team

Registration fee includes golf, golf cart,
and lunch & dinner.

 

Prizes will be awarded for the top three teams in 
each flight. Door prizes and silent auction for all. 

All proceeds go to the Central Lee Sports Boosters



GOLF OUTING

2022
Central Lee Sports Boosters

The Central Lee Sports Boosters is working to raise funds to complete Phase I 
of the athletics facility improvement plan developed in 2022. Your 

sponsorship will help improve batting cages, track & field events, and the 
football & soccer field, while expanding the press box at the football field!

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORSHIPS
PREMIER SPONSOR ($1,500):
This is the headline sponsor with naming rights for the golf outing. The premier sponsor 
has the opportunity to display their banner at the venue, have their business as a hole 
sponsor, and have their logo and name displayed on all marketing materials and social 
media posts for the event. 

HOSPITALITY SPONSOR ($750):
The golf outing includes lunch, dinner, and beverages for event participants. Our 
hospitality sponsors will be recognized during lunch and dinner, and also be included 
near the areas beverages are served. Hospitality sponsors are allowed signage at the 
lunch, dinner, and beverage locations. 

HOLE SPONSOR ($150):
Each hole will have display signs showcasing businesses and organizations serving as a 
hole sponsor. Multiple businesses/organizations may be displayed on each tee box 
throughout the course. 

ON-COURSE GAMES ($250):
Part of what makes a golf event like this a memorable experience are the on-course 
games/contests. These sponsors will be recognized on the course, in the program, and 
during the awards ceremony. On-course games include, but are not limited to, long drive, 
longest putt, and closest to the pin. We can even customize an on-course game to 
highlight your business!

RAFFLE PRIZE SPONSORS:
At the conclusion of the golfing event, sports boosters will conduct a raffle/silent auction. 
To create a fun experience for both golfers and non-golfers, the booster club needs 
sponsors for the items! Businesses will be recognized by the individual item they donate 
and during the awards ceremony. 

If you have any questions, please contact:
Eric Van Ausdall - eric@myconnectionbank.com  |  Scott Fogarty - scottjfogarty@gmail.com
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