
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Jerry Hamelton is a former 
law enforcement officer who moved back to Fort 
Madison about six years ago and is seeking his first 
public office in town.

Kevin Rink is a three-term incumbent councilman 
who said he was on the fence about running for office 
again. Rink, a 29-year resident of the city, also volun-
teers on the Elliott Test Kitchen Board of Directors 
and is a member of the Knights of Columbus.

“I was very much on the fence, but really the thing 
that pushed me more is that I had several citizens 
and city staff approach me to run,” Rink said.

 “That really kind of set my tone and I would be the 
most tenured person on the council. I talked it over 
with my wife and she said, ‘What do you have to lose. 
It’s your seat to lose or your seat to win, no matter 
how you look at it’.”

Rink said he wants to continue his work on the 
council including seeing the infrastructure improve 

and helping keep people informed of the local gov-
ernment’s role in their lives.

 “I’d like to start a coffee with a councilman where 
once a month or so we bring in some donuts and 
coffee and give people a chance to talk with myself, 
another councilman and maybe the mayor,” Rink 
said.

    “Just give them a chance to come in relaxed and 
talk with us about what’s going on with them.”

Rink said it would have to be less than three coun-
cilman to avoid having a quorum present, but he said 
it would be a good time to get more engagement with 
the public.

Hamelton said he made the decision to run when 
he read in a Pen City Current article, where coun-
cilman Chris Greenwald said he was elected to do 
what’s in the best interest of the city and not neces-
sarily what the voters want.

“I found that shocking that an elected official said 
that he would know better than the people that voted 
for him, what is best for them. That comment pushed 
me to run for office. If they aren’t going to care what 
we think, then I am going to care what they think,” 
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SPORTS:
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Hamelton takes on Rink for at-large seat

HAMELTON RINK

Judge denies McCain’s suppression move
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

KEOKUK – An 8th District judge 
has ruled that a 25-year-old Fort 
Madison man wasn’t tricked into 
making incriminating statements to 
investigators after he was arrested 
and charged with first-degree mur-
der in February.

District 8B Chief Judge Mary Ann 
Brown ruled on Wednesday that 
a motion filed on behalf of Adam 
Golden McCain to suppress state-
ments made to investigators on the 
night of his arrest was denied.

McCain is charged in the stabbing 
death of CaLove Sackman, then 27, 
of Keokuk in a Keokuk mall park-
ing lot. McCain and Sackman had 
been in a relationship prior to the 
stabbing.

He’s currently being held in the 
Lee County Jail.

McCain’s attorney 
James Beres of the 
Des Moines County 
Public Defenders 
office said state De-
partment of Criminal 
Investigations Special 
Agent Joe Lestina 

tricked McCain into using Lesti-
na’s DCI-provided phone to make 
a phone call to a family member 
where incriminating statements 
were made.

 “At the outset I would submit 
he was set up by the special agent,” 
Beres said during the Sept. 12 
hearing.

“The special agent gives him 
the cellphone, suggests he make a 
phone call, places it on hands-free 
and then sits there and listens to 
it. He was set up. The special agent 
was using trickery to get addition-
al statements from Mr. McCain is 

a reasonable way to look at those 
stats.”

Section 804.20 of the Iowa Code 
provides that suspects in custo-
dy shall be permitted to make a 
reasonable number of telephone 
calls as may be required to secure 
an attorney or make contact with 
family.

Brown noted in her ruling that 
the code specifically has a provi-
sion that if a call is made it shall be 
made in the presence of the person 
having custody of the one arrested 
or restrained.

“As a result, the actions of the 
officers being present during the 
defendant’s telephone call with his 
uncle in no way violated his rights 
pursuant to Iowa Code Section 
804.20. Those statements will not be 
suppressed,” Brown wrote Wednes-

MCCAIN

See AT-LARGE, page 8

See RULING, page 3

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congressman Dave Loebsa-
ck announced this week that his office is now accepting 
applications for nomination to the U.S. Service Acade-
mies. Each year, Congressman Loebsack may nominate 
up to ten Iowans for each of our nation’s four military 
service academies, with the final selection for admis-
sion made by the individual academy. Applications 
are due to Loebsack’s office no later than October 31st, 
2019.

“As a military parent with children who attended 
the Naval Academy, this process is very personal to 
me,” said Loebsack. “I look forward to nominating our 
future leaders and encourage all interested students to 
apply.”

 Our nation’s military service academies offer edu-
cational opportunities for young people interested in 
military service. Students can specialize in a variety of 
fields at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, U.S. 
Naval Academy at Annapolis, the Air Force Academy 
at Colorado Springs, or the Merchant Marine Academy 
at Kings Point. 

U.S. Service academy 
nominations open

See LOEBSACK, page 3

Rink looking for fourth term; 
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Grand Opening Celebration
You Are Invited

Saturday, September 28
 6pm–12am

Food, Music, and Fun featuring
Wilson Bros. BBQ, Caleb Booten, & more

1903 West Point Rd.
West Point, IA

319.837.8132
smallgrandthings.com

11/21  Eagle Bluff Apts. 
           Ft. Madison 
           9:00am-10:00am

Please bring Medicare 
card to clinic

Private Pay cost $25
Any questions please call 

(319)372-5225 
www.leecountyhd.org 
LIKE us on Facebook

Lee County Health Department  - 2019 FLU CLINIC SCHEDULE

10/10 Trinity United  
          Methodist -Keokuk
          1:00pm-4:30pm

10/17  Heritage Center
           Keokuk
           10:00am-Noon

10/22  Parkview Apts.  
           West Point
 11:00am-Noon

10/22  Rose Michael  
           Gardens 
           Ft. Madison
           1:00pm-2:00pm

10/24  LCHD  

 (#3 John Bennett Drive)

 Ft. Madison
           1:00pm-4:30pm

10/28 West Point Public  
          Library
          1:30pm-3:00pm

11/4   Montrose Public 
          Library 
          9:00am-10:30am

11/5   Twin Oak Apts.
          Denmark
          9:00am-10:00am

11/7   Newberry Center 
          Ft. Madison
         10:00am-Noon

11/12  Hillview Village 
           Ft. Madison
           10:30am-Noon

11/14  River Terrace
           Keokuk
           9:00am-10:00am

11/14  Trinity United  
           Methodist Church 
           Keokuk
           1:00pm-4:30pm

11/19  Hoerner YMCA 
           Keokuk
           8:30am-10:00am

11/20  Donnellson Public 
           Library
 12:30pm-1:30pm

OBITUARIES

BERNARD JOHN DINGMAN
Bernard John “BJ” Dingman Jr, 78, of Scottsdale, Arizona, Park City, Utah and 

formerly Naples, Florida, passed away on September 22, 2019, surrounded by 
his loving family, after a valiant year-long battle with brain cancer (GBM). 

BJ was born October 3, 1960 to the late Bernard and Claire 
Dingman in Houghton, Iowa, the only son and middle child 
among six sisters. He graduated from Regis College in Denver, 
Colorado, the city where he met his beloved surviving wife of 
almost 55 years, Michele “Missy” (nee Lehr). BJ and Missy raised 
their four children with patience, love and humility: Lisa (Al) 
McGowan, B John, III, Anne (Don) Wood and Brian (Laura) and 
his cherished grandchildren: Trey, Kelly, Megan, Emma, Ella, Jack, 

William, Carter, and Grace. He is also survived by his devoted sisters: Mary 
Ann (late Bernie) McGuire, Carol (Norman) Forster, Jeanne (Greg) Pieper, 
Dorothy (Mike) McLaughlin, and Margaret (John) Rector. 

He is preceded in death by his sister, Laura (Jeffrey) Stuffings. 
BJ was a successful business executive and had a great zest for life; his most 

treasured moments came from spending time with his cherished children and 
grandchildren. He also enjoyed running marathons, hiking, skiing, golfing and 
smoking a good cigar! He is dearly missed by his loved ones, who celebrate the 
fact that he is at peace with the Lord.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, October 5, 
2019 at Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church in Houghton, Iowa with Farther 
Bruce DeRammelaere as celebrant. 

Burial will be in Saint John’s Cemetery in Houghton.  
Friends are invited to a reception following.  
In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial gifts be designated for cancer 

research at Mayo Clinic or a charity of your choice. Memorials to the Mayo 
Clinic can be made online at www.mayoclinic.org/development or mailed to:  
Department of Development, Mayo Clinic, 200 First St. SW, Rochester, MN 
55905.

Schmitz Funeral Home of West Point is assisting with arrangements. Online 
condolences may be made to the family at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

DINGMAN

OBITUARIES

DANNE Q. WEILER
Danne Q. Weiler, 60, of Ft. Madison, passed away on Tuesday, September 24, 2019 

at 3:40 PM at the Great River Medical Center Hospice House.
Danne was born on July 10, 1959 in Ft. Madison to William J. and Lucille Wagner 

Weiler. He married Danylle Ballinger. Danne worked at DuPont and 
retired after thirty eight years of service. He enjoyed boating, riding 
his motorcycles and collecting coins.

Survivors include his daughter, Sydney Weiler of Champagne, IL 
and her mother Danylle Weiler of West Point; his mother, Lucille Wei-
ler of Ft. Madison; two sisters, Sharilyn (Bernie) Umthum of Janes-
ville, IA and Rhonda (Rod) Staggs of Overland Park, KS; one brother, 
Monty (Julie) Weiler of Ft. Madison; several nieces and nephews. He 

was preceded in death by his father.
Per his wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home & Cre-

matory. A celebration of life will be held at a later date. Online condolences may be 
left at www.kinglynk.com.

WEILER

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

09/24/19 – 3:43 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a property damage 
accident at the intersection of 
12th Street and Avenue F.
09/25/19 – 7:07 a.m. – Fort 
Madison Police respond-
ed to a report of vandal-
ism on Tammy Lane.
09/24/19 – 8:39 p.m – Fort 
Madison Police arrested Aman-
da Jean Smith, 25, of Fort 
Madison in the 4600 block of 
Avenue J on a warrant for fail-
ure to appear. She was taken 
to the Lee County Jail and held.
09/24/19 – 9:08 p.m. – Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Amber Lynn Koper, 38, of Fort 
Madison, in the 3900 block 
of Bluff Road on a charge 
of serious domestic abuse 
assault and child endanger-
ment. She was taken to the 

Lee County Jail and held.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

09/24/19 – 11:07 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Miranda Elizabeth 
Meyers, 24, of Keokuk, at the 
intersection of 16th Street 
and Orleans in Keokuk, on a 
warrant for contempt of court 
and a charge of driving while 
barred. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/24/19 – 6:34 p.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Paul Douglas 
Bowden, 35, of Montrose, at 
the intersection of 242nd and 
243rd Avenue in Keokuk on 
charges of possession of drug 
paraphernalia and driving while 
barred. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and released 
on a promise to appear.
09/24/19 – 6:58 p.m. – Lee 

County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Terry Eugene Wixom, 
54, of Burlington, at the 
sheriff’s office on a temporary 
hold. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/25/19 – 5:01 a.m. – Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Robert Lavern Keith, 
24, of St. Paul, in the 2000 
block of 2nd Street in St. Paul 
on charges of 1st-degree 
domestica abuse assault and 
domestic assault with bodily 
injury. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

09/24/19 – Fort Madison 
Fire & Rescue respond-
ed to three medical calls 
and a river rescue.

http://www.SmallGrandThings.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.mayoclinic.org/development
http://www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
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From the Front

319-469-3951
www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

Deposit your cash
and make a splash

Pilot Grove Savings Bank offers a variety
of checking accounts to meet the financial goals

of every customer.

Excellent benefits and quality service is what we offer at Pilot Grove 
Savings Bank - all backed up by the personal attention our staff delivers 
every day.

• Regular Consumer Checking

• NOW Account

• Money Market Account

• Business Checking

Additional information on the selection process can 
be found on Loebsack’s website: http://loebsack.house.
gov/constituentservices/serviceacademynominations.
htm. Please contact Katie Carton, Loebsack’s Academy 
Coordinator, in his Davenport office at 563-323-5988 
with any questions. Katie can also be emailed at katie.
carton@mail.house.gov.

LOEBSACK - Continued from Page 1

Interested candidates 
can contact Loebsack

day.
As part of the hearing on Sept. 12, Brown received an 

audio recording of a Feb. 6, 2019 early morning inter-
rogation of McCain at the Lee County Jail, and body 
camera footage from the Lee County Sheriff ’s deputy 
who happened upon McCain on the side of the road 
with vehicle trouble.

Deputy Joshua Wade discovered McCain near his 
vehicle along a highway in rural Lee County. Wade 
pulled up behind McCain’s vehicle and upon calling 
in the stop, learned that McCain’s vehicle matched 
one involved in a hit and run the same night. Shortly 
thereafter, Wade was informed that McCain may be the 
suspect in a stabbing also in Keokuk that night.

Wade took McCain into custody and he was trans-
ported to the Keokuk Police Department and was then 
moved to the Lee County Jail where questioning took 
place. Wade however, according to testimony asked 
McCain questions on the highway, but didn’t inform 
McCain of his right to remain silent.

Lee County Attorney Ross Braden and 1st Asst. Jon-
athan Stensvaag stipulated at the hearing that the state 
wouldn’t be using any evidence from the stop.

“Deputy Wade never did advise him of his Miranda 
warnings on the side of the road. But, to his credit, 
at that point it wasn’t an interrogation that related to 
the murder. But we did stipulate not to use anything 
McCain said to Deputy Wade that night,” Braden said 
Wednesday.

“There was nothing inculpatory said at that time. All 
those statements came to investigators at the jail after 
Miranda warnings were given.”

Beres told Brown at the Sept. 12 hearing, investiga-
tors knew that McCain was sleep deprived. McCain 
also testified at that hearing that he was in withdrawals 
from meth and had taken anti-anxiety meds and was 
stoned at the time of the interrogations.

Lestina testified at the hearing that McCain said he 
hadn’t had a drink for about three days and wasn’t on 
any drugs.

In her review of the audio recording, Brown wrote 
that the recording supports a finding that McCain 
waived his right to remain silent “knowingly and vol-
untarily”.

   “…this court finds that the defendant’s initial re-
quest to remain silent was honored and that the second 
interview did not violate the defendants rights..” she 
wrote.

Braden said he wasn’t surprised by the ruling.
We think the legal authority that she cites and that 

Jonathan cited in our resistance was on point,” Braden 

said.
 “We were confident in that night when investigators 

went to talk with him that everything was on the up 
and up and we were happy to see this ruling come out 
to reinforce that decision.”

Beres also asked Brown to rule that all Miranda 
warnings be a defendant be done in writing and that in 
murder cases, a video recording be made of the waiver.

Brown wrote in the ruling that Beres presented no 
legal authority to support the argument.

“More importantly, this court cannot determine that 
such a broad requirement is appropriate or justified,” 
she wrote.

 “Law enforcement officers conduct interview in ev-
ery imaginable physical set of circumstances. Some of 

those circumstances simply do not allow for a written 
document to be utilized to advise the defendant of his 
Miranda warnings or for a written waiver to be execut-
ed.”

She also wrote videotaping the waivers is not a prac-
tical request.

 “A blanket requirement that all waivers of Miranda 
warnings in murder cases be videoed is not practical… 
This court declines to hold that the Iowa Constitution 
requires all waivers of Miranda warnings be executed 
through a written waiver and that such waivers in mur-
der cases by videoed.”

A pretrial conference has been set for Friday at 9 a.m. 
at the North Lee County Courthouse. The trial is set 
to start on Oct. 15 at 9 a.m. at the South Lee County 
Courthouse.

Judge Brown also rules on Constitutional question
RULING - Continued from Page 1

YOUR AD 
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Sports/Lottery Numbers

 9/24 MID-DAY
0 5 2

 9/24 EVENING
2 9 6

  9/24 MID-DAY
0 3 2 3

9/24 EVENING
6 9 2 8

IOWA LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

9/24
6 14 24 42 46
Mega Ball: 9
Megaplier: 4

Pen City Current encourages you 
to play responsibly.

we’ll be right back!
Pen City Current will not publish an e–Edition

Sunday, September 29 and Monday, September 30

so we can attend the wedding of a family member.

The e–Edition will resume on Tuesday, October 1.

Thanx for reading!

The average person is on their device 3+ hours per day.

Lee (319)371.4125

Reach your customers wherever 
they are with digital ads.

Hellige 2nd; Gager, Dennis 3rd at MP meet

MT. PLEASANT – Holy Trinity Catholic’s Matt 
Hellige was just two seconds off the pace at Tues-
day night’s Mt. Pleasant Invitational to claim sec-
ond in the boys 5K.

Hellige’s time of 17:38.58 was second in the Small 
Class division, but was also second fastest of the 
day in all classes as Zach Hein from Wilton took 
first at 17:36.43.

The senior from HTC has placed in the top three 
in his division in every meet so far this year, many 
times having the fastest 1A time.

In the girls’ Large Class run Fort Madison’s Katie 
Dennis got her groove back knocking out a third 
place run at 21:59.08. Mt. Pleasant’s Abby Ryon 
ran away with the event at 19:51.81 on her home 
course.

The Panthers had seven of the top 10 runners 

in that division. Fort Madison had 
the other three with seniors Anna 
Kester and Maddy McVey finishing 
9th and 10th respectively. Kester 
crossed the barrier at 23:12.21 and 
McVey was five seconds back at 
23:17.52.

Other scoring runners for the girls 
were Lauren Otte and Marquel War-

ner who finished 20 and 21st with 
time of 24:56.99 and 24:58.28. The 

Bloodhounds took second in the team tally with 57 
points. Mt. Pleasant won with 18 points.

Other runners for the Hounds included Brandy 
Walker, Mylah Blanchard and Kay Quittem taking 
29-31 respectively. Rachel Hellman took 38th place 
at the meet.

Back to the boys meet, Fort Madison sophomore 
Will Gager had one of his best runs of the year 
taking 3rd place overall and 2nd in team tally with 
an 18:28.43 in the large class run. Anthony Barnes 
took 4th at 18:33.69.

The Bloodhounds tied Fairfield with 38 points 
for first, but had an overall time of 1:35.21 just 
nipping Fairfield’s 1:35.27. The Bloodhounds also 
had a faster average time of 19:04.31 to Fairfields 
19:05.47.

Rounding out the top five runners for Fort 
Madison, which are the scoring runners, were Tate 
Settles at 19:18.27 (9th), Hayden Wolfe at 19:21.00 
(10th), and Austin Miller at 19:40.12 (13th).

Other finishers included Alex Steffensmeier 
20:22.40 (20th) and Ben Thele 20:32.40 (23rd).

For Holy Trinity in the Small Class, the Crusad-
ers took 5th place overall with 129 points. Jacob 
Mohrfeld finished 21st with a time of 20:35.31, 
followed closely by Mitchel Pothitakis at 20:45.87. 
Jacob Pothitakis was the fourth across for HTC at 
40th with a time of 22:13.12, while Chandler Rung 
wrapped up the scoring for the Crusaders with a 
time of 22:22.90 (42nd).

James Scheetz was next at 22:44.06 (44th) and 
Wyatt Hellman took 51st with a time of 24:00.55.

HELLIGE

HTC senior 2 seconds from 
fastest time at meet

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

http://www.fmchosp.com
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Sports/Current-Lee

FALL YOUTH CO-ED BASKETBALL

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA
220 26th Street • Fort Madison, IA

319.372.2403
www.fortmadisony.org

Leagues:   1st & 2nd Grade   &   Mighty Mites (5 & 6 Yr Olds)

Click ad to learn more or to register today!

JIMMY KEENAN
Sales Consultant

SINCE 1971

Cell: 319-470-9299
jimmy@jimbaier.com

Hwy. 61 West, Box 540, Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 . www.jimbaier.com

Click this ad to like Jimmy’s Facebook page

BY PCC STAFF

WEST BURLINGTON – The Central Lee girls may 
have had a bit of fatigue after the grueling Holy Trinity 
Classic Monday night as they fell in four games to West 
Burlington on the road Monday night.

The Lady Hawks fought their way back to the HTC 
Classic Title Monday night after playing five matches in 
less than six hours and came back to avenge a pool play 
loss to Burlington to take the title.

But the Lady Hawks dropped the first two games to 
West Burlington 20-25, 23-25, but came back to get the 
third game 25-22 before falling in the final game 17-25.

On the night, Abby Wellman was 37 for 42 with 14 
kills, one assist, served 12 for 14 and had 10 digs.  Mya 
Merschman was 12 for 13 with 11 kills , three blocks, 
served 13 for 13 and had 6 digs.  Kaylynn Summers was 
30 for 35 with 10 kills and had a dig.  Meghan Hopp 
was 23 for 24 with four kills, two assists, served 12 for 
16 with nine digs.

Andrea Benner was 12 for 14 with four kills, two as-
sists, one block, served 11 for 14 with two aces and had 
six digs.  Zoe Eschman had 5 kills, 34 assists, served 
10 for 10 with one ace and had 25 digs.  Chloe Weber 
served 14 for 14 with one ace and had seven digs and 
two assists.

Central Lee play at Lone Tree on Thursday as part of 
the Southeast Iowa Superconference tournament

Lady Hawks 
fall to WB on 

the road

CURRENT-LEE

The following is a list of current events and hap-
penings in Fort Madison and north Lee County as 
submitted to the Pen City Current.

North Lee County Relay for Life
The annual Relay for Life takes place this year 
on September 27th from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. and 
will feature Maddie Poppe in Concert. This year’s 
theme is “idols of strength’.

Weekly Book Sale
Friends of the Fort Madison Public Library is 
holding a weekly book sales from 11 a.m to 1 p.m. 
on Thursday’s at the Public Library.

Volunteer Fair
The United Way and Fort Madison Public Library 

will be holding a volunteer fair Thursday, Sept. 26, 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Fort Madison Public 
Library’s Sheaffer Memorial Meeting Room Re-
freshments will be provided and attendees will 
have a chance to explore volunteer opportunities 
in the area.

Small Grand Things Grand Opening
The new venue south of West Point is having a 
Grand Opening on Sept. 28 from 6 p.m. to mid-
night with food, music, and fun featuring Wilson 
Bros. BBQ, Caleb Booten performing from 8 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. and Will Stuekerjuergen DJing until 
midnight. For more information visit the website 
at smallgrandthings.com.

Diaper Drive
Griffin Muffler & Brake Center of Fort Madison is 
spearheading the annual diaper drive during the 
month of September for families of Lee County 
in need. Diapers can be dropped at the center of 
Connection Bank.

Special Olympics Fundraiser
The Fort Madison Eagles Club will be hosting 
a fundraiser Oct. 12 for area Special Olympics 
athletes. The event will feature a Diving for Dollars 
from Bobby Reid and Bob Chesnut. Reid will sky-
dive onto a field. and the number he lands on will 
win $500 if present and $250 if not present. An $8 

Listing continued on page 9

Denmark UCC God’s Portion Day
Denmark UCC 
is celebrating its 
72nd God’s Por-
tion Day October 
12th. Opening 
ceremony, 9:20AM. 
Baked goods & 
craft booths open 
at 9:30AM; parade at 10:30AM along Academy 
Avenue; 11:15 chicken noodle dinner in the church. 
Walking tacos and karaoke at the firehouse. Auction 
begins at 12:30PM.

http://oakhollowcampground.net
https://www.thepzazz.com/catfish-bend-casino/sportsbook/
https://www.fortmadisony.org/basketball/
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
http://smallgrandthings.com
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1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

Rick Saunders
Owner (319) 878-4000

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

1903 West Point Rd
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest

West Point, IA 52656
smallgrandthings.com

General Insects
Termites

Residential
Commercial

Mice
Bed Bugs

“Cause who
needs bugs?”

(319) 372-1060
Toll Free 1-888-818-7378

Email: cullenpest@hotmail.com
wwww.cullenpest.com

Darwin Bunger
Attorney At Law

Saunders/ Bunger
An Association of Sole Practitioners

610 Eighth St., Suite A, Fort Madison, IA 52627
Ph: 319-372-2100/ Fax: 319-372-2200

320 N. 3rd Floor 6, PO Box 223, Burlington, IA 52601
Ph: 319-671-7187
DB.Esquire@outlook.com

Visit: www.darwinbungerlaw.com for more info.

Great Atmosphere!

Fabulous Food! 

Quality Handcrafted Brews!

duckbrewing.com          319.372.8255

Kitchen Open 3:00-9:00 pm 
Wednesday thru Saturday

Make a Duck Call!!!!

319-372-6959

Mobile Nursing Services
Now Hiring 

Burlington & Ft. Madison Areas 

We are now hiring additional staff
to meet the needs of our increased client base. 

Apply at: 
705 Ave. G, Fort Madison 

Or email: 
mobnurse@mobilenursingservices.com

EOE

LPNs
Occupational Therapist

Part Time & On Call

Speech Therapist
On Call

DIGITAL MEDIA 
SALESPERSON

Pen City Current has an ex-
citing opportunity in media 
sales available for a cus-
tomer service maniac who is 
goal-oriented and creative, 
with a strong drive to suc-
ceed.

Prior sales and media expe-
rience is a plus, but not nec-
essary. Must be Internet and 
social media savvy, as well 
as highly computer literate. If 
you love working with people 
and thinking outside the box, 
this opportunity could be per-
fect for you!

Base salary plus commis-
sion, bonuses, monthly al-
lowances, and generous 
PTO with an established 
account base that has huge 
potential for growth.

Our mission is to help our 
customers succeed while 
providing #HyperLocalSu-
perFresh content for our 
readers 24/7. We offer a fun, 
rewarding, and family-friend-
ly working environment with 
lots of flexibility and a prod-
uct portfolio second to none. 
We’re growing, we’re pas-
sionate, we work hard and if 
that sounds like something 
you’d be excited to be part of, 
we want to hear from you!

To Apply:
sales@pencitycurrent.com

or click here to apply on 
Facebook

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

CUSTOMER SALES

Quality Plus Feeds, St. Paul, 
IA, is hiring a Customer Sales 
Specialist. If interested email 
Sherri at s.rider@qualityplus-
feedinc.com.

PEN CITY CURRENT
Business Directory

the classifieds
HELP WANTED

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Got a 
news tip?

Call Chuck 
(319)371.1670

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bridge-Cafe-Supper-Club/116038295090904
https://www.facebook.com/smallgrandthingsvenue/
http://www.quarrycreek.com
https://www.cullenpest.com
https://www.darwinbungerlaw.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dirty-Dog-Detailing-Boarding-195621993816930/
https://www.facebook.com/Lost-Duck-Brewing-Company-173144896067568/
http://www.doddprinting.com
https://www.rivercitymotorsplus.net/
mailto:mobnurse%40mobilenursingservices.com?subject=Now%20Hiring%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
mailto:sales@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/job_opening/552934178868247/?source=post
https://www.facebook.com/job_opening/552934178868247/?source=post
mailto:s.rider@qualityplusfeedinc.com
mailto:s.rider@qualityplusfeedinc.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

Sylvia Thomas
Yoga Instructor

319-470-1082

THE ART OF YOGA

617 Avenue G, Fort Madison
www.seiowayoga.com

LIKE JIMMY ON FACEBOOK

Crystal Bivens
Office Manager

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: CBIVENS@AmFam.com

Melissa Pech
Customer Service Rep

Carlos Capdevila Agency, Inc.
Email: MVICE@AmFam.com

601 Jefferson St., 
Burlington, Iowa, 52601

Bus: (319) 752-1479
Fax: (319) 752-6164

American Family Insurance

Web: http://www.ccapdevila.com
Anytime Access: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

Claws & Paws Pet Grooming

Here your dog will get one-on-one attention 
with lots of TLC

Nicole Southward
Owner/ Groomer

1935 1/2 Avenue I
Fort Madison, Iowa, 52627

(319) 376-5978

Click this ad or call for a quote today!Fort Madison • Burlington • Mount Pleasant

www.kempkerstruevalue.com

Double Dipper
102 N. 1st Street - Montrose, IA 52639

Call 319-371-6526 for more information

Homemade Tacos & Enchiladas

Hours thru July 16: Mon.-Thurs. 8-2; Fri.-Sat. 8-8
Hours after July 16: Mon.-Sat. 8-8

Now Every Friday
Satisfy Your Sweet Tooth

with Ice Cream, Sundaes, & Shakes

Full Breakfast & Lunch • Daily Specials

Archie’s Automotive, LLC
204 Avenue D • West Point

319-837-6422

The Colony Shop
& Bridal Loft

STORE HOURS
MON-FRI 10-5

SAT 9-5

FORT MADISON, IOWA
720 AVENUE G

372-8271

Madeline Leake, Owner

3136 Avenue M
Ft. Madison, IA

Junior Stewart, Owner
(319) 371-4509

Stewart Automotive
• Major/Minor Engine Repair
• Tune-Up

• Transmission Repair
• Alignments
• Coolant/Transmission Flush

Patrick Profeta
General Manager

Keokuk Auto Credit
We Tote the Note

No Credit Check Low Weekly Payments
www.keokukautocredit.com

Office: 319-524-2334
Fax: 319-524-2373

1728 Main
Keokuk, IA 52632

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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How can chiropractic therapy help you?

Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC
• Improved joint mobility, function, and health
• Decreased degeneration of joints and connective 

tissues
• Improved circulation
• Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep
• and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN
Brockman Chiropractic

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison • 319-372-3800
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/

Business Directory

http://www.grrwa.com
http://communityheatingandcoolingia.com/
http://www.seiowayoga.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jimmy-at-Jim-Baier-Inc-120425968303469/
https://agent.amfam.com/carlos-capdevila/ia/burlington/601-jefferson-st/
https://www.facebook.com/clawsandpawspetgroomin/
mailto:rharmeyer%40mchsi.com?subject=Insurance%20Quote%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://www.kempkerstruevalue.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Double-Dipper/1649772778573723
https://www.facebook.com/ArchiesAutomotiveLLC/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Colony-Shop-and-Bridal-Loft-1381930098524470/
https://www.facebook.com/Stewart-Automotive-1277024915697174/
http://www.keokukautocredit.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.stayboulders.com
http://brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
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Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry
now to schedule your 6-month checkup

or click anywhere on this ad.

www.drmarkdds.com

Sylvia Thomas, Certified SIYI . 617 Avenue G, Fort Madison
319-470-1082 . www.seiowayoga.com

Class Schedule
Monday 9-10:30am – Beginners

Wednesday 9-10:30am – Advanced Beginners
Wednesday 6-7:30pm – Intermediate

Thursday 5:30-6:30 – Restorative and Slow Stretching
Friday 9-10:30am – Beginners

Click this ad
for more information

Fees:
$40 per month 1x a week • $65 per month 2xs a week

$75 per month 3xs a week • $15 drop in fee

Private Classes Available by Appointment

Hamelton said.
Hamelton lived in Fort 

Madison until his father 
moved them to Arizo-
na where he stayed and 
served as a deputy on the 
Maricopa County Sher-
iff ’s Department. His 
brother became ill and 
Hamelton brought his 
family back to Fort Mad-
ison and went to work as 
Police Chief in Nauvoo. 
Then he returned to Ari-
zona in 2002 and moved 
back to Fort Madison 
again in 2013.

“This is my home. I’m 
from here and this is 
where all my family is at. 
I loved my job and loved 
being a police officer, 
but anymore I’m old and 
creeping up on 50 years 
old and can’t do what the 
young kids are doing.”

Hamelton also brought 
up engagement and said 
people need to be more 
engaged.

“I don’t believe anyone 

engages too much in pol-
itics here and I believe 
it’s because they are so 
disenfranchised, they 
won’t even vote,” he said. 

 “I try to convey that 
message to people that if 
you’re not satisfied with 
how things are going, 
change it.”

Hamelton said he also 
ran because he feels the 
city has been irresponsi-
ble with spending in the 
past three to four years 
wiping out a surplus the 
city had.

When commenting on 
how the city can get out 
of the financial pinch, 
he said public safety isn’t 
the place to cut. He also 
said franchise taxes are 
an unfair option because 
it taxes city residents for 
mismanagement on the 
part of city staff.

 “The Police budget 
hasn’t increased $10,000 
more than what we were 
paying three years ago, 

so I don’t understand 
how that’s a problem,” 
Hamelton said.

Hamelton said paying 
the sheriff to lead the 
city’s police department 
and paying a search firm 
$10,000 to find a new 
police chief was a misuse 
of funds.

 “We wasted our mon-
ey. We completely wasted 
city money on the sher-
iff ’s office coming down 
here and staffing the 
police department when 
we had several officers 
here that coulda done it,” 
Hamelton said. 

 “City spending has to 
be more intelligent that 
it is being handled now. 
There’s things we can do.”

Rink said, as a council-
man, he was appreciative 
of the sheriff ’s help in 
handling the police de-
partment, but said that 
move did ruffle some 
feathers in the city.

To further help ease 

financial pressure, 
Hamelton even suggest-
ed selling the marina 
to a private developer 
to help the city gener-
ate revenue there while 
reducing expenses.

 “The city doesn’t have 
the money nor man-
power to keep it up. We 
could commercially sell 
it to somebody who’s 
willing to develop it and 
create a better environ-
ment down there,” he 
said.

Rink said more dili-
gence needs to be done 
on the franchise tax 
option and would like to 
hear more from people 
on both sides of the idea.

“I’d like to see both 
sides of it. Mark (Lair) 
and I threw this out sev-
eral years ago with Mid-
American when we were 
originally talking about 
moving the fire depart-
ment to five personnel 
per shift, instead of four,” 
Rink said. “It didn’t go 
over very well.”

Rink said he wouldn’t 
support cutting staff 
in the city to help find 
answers to the budget 
crunch.

“I won’t support any 
cuts of city staff,” Rink 
said. “We’re down to the 
bare bones, but we have 
to continue to serve.”

Hamelton is also 
against funding the new 
depot in Riverview Park 
as another project that 
will drain city resources.

“It appears to be for 
pet projects, like the 
train station. I’m not 
against the train station, 
I’m against the fact that 
you spend my money, 
your money, and these 
guys’ money on some-
thing that won’t return 
money to the city,” he 
said.

“The way I look at 
that is we’re about to 
adopt an expensive kid 
at a time when we can’t 
afford the one’s we have.”

He said he’s aware that 
the city could have to 
pay some money back in 
grants, but he said even 
that figure could be less 
than the amount the 
city would spend on the 
facility going forward.

Hamelton said the 
other reason he decided 
to run is that areas of the 
city are being forgotten 

under current leader-
ship.

“Residents need to 
know they are cared 
about if they live on 
Avenue I or M just like 
someone who lives on C 
or D.” 

He said a breakdown 
of the city council shows 
that 5 or 6 of the seven 
current councilmen live 
on the north side of the 
city.

“When you go to the 
south and knock on 
those doors, people say 
they don’t vote and aren’t 
going to vote because the 
city never does anything 
for them and nothing 
ever happens down 
here,” Hamelton said. 

“‘They never fix any-
thing down here and 
they don’t care about 
us down here’… Those 
people have a point that 
they feel they’ve being 
neglected and I believe 
they are.”

Rink also wants to see 
the city’s infrastructure 
continue to improve. He 
said the city is taking 
steps with streets and 
the Old Hwy. 61 project 
needs to get going.

Candidates want to increase resident engagement
AT-LARGE - Continued from Page 1

http://www.DrMarkDDS.com
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/Ticketing;jsessionid=00000000.app306a?view=Tickets&id=124608&NONCE_TOKEN=3FD9668FC54A8B57A4A9CBA32C1CB988&fbclid=IwAR3Mi8X990ppEl3PbTi1zurgW8YNr3KLj5RUNhmqjiQ9A9Zo9GbAr5ioKFY
http://www.seiowayoga.com


No Plastic Bags

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

When recycling, be it at one of our convenient drop off sites, or

putting out your residential recycling bin for the pickup, please DO 

NOT put items in plastic bags. They are not recyclable at Great River 

Regional Waste Authority.

in the recycling bins
5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

THU 26 Sep

Clear
High– 69.4º F | Low – 62.7º F

FRI 27 Sep

Heavy Intensity Rain
High– 75.3º F | Low – 58.4º F

SAT 28 Sep

Moderate Rain
High– 60.9º F | Low – 59.9º F

SUN 29 Sep

Moderate Rain
High– 79.3º F | Low – 71.5º F

MON 30 Sep

Light Rain
High– 82.0º F | Low – 73.3º F

OpenWeatherMap
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meal will served after the drop at the Eagles with 
half the proceeds going to area Special Olympics 
athletes. The jump takes place at 4 p.m with the 
dinner at 5 p.m.

FMCH Auxiliary Shoe Sale
The Fort Madison Community Hospital Auxiliary 
is partnering with Brown’s Shoe Fit Co. of Burling-
ton to hold a shoe sale at FMCH on Friday, Sept. 
27 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. The event is a fundraiser 
for the auxiliary and will feature both men’s and 
women’s shoes.

Mommy & Baby Gear
Fort Madison Community Hospital will be hosting 
a Mommy & Baby Gear Fair on Saturday, Sept. 28 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the FMCH Conference 
Rooms. No registration fee or RSVP is required.

Lighted Parade Float Work Nights
Float work nights for the annual holiday lighted 
parade are held every Monday starting Sept. 30 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 1200 Avenue I. En-
trance is through the back. Call the Chamber at 
319-372-5471 for more information.

SCC Vendor Blender

A vendor blender will be held on Nov. 9 from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. with proceeds benefiting SCC stu-
dent club activities. $3 admission and lunch will be 
available in the SCC cafeteria from 11:30 to 1 p.m.

Witch’s Walk
Wear a witch costume and come downtown in 
Fort Madison for an evening of fun. The event will 
be held Oct. 18 from 5 p.m to 8 p.m. in downtown 
Fort Madison and is presented by the Fort Madi-
son Chamber of Commerce.

Fort Madison Farmer’s Market
The farmer’s market continues through Sept. 30 
on Mondays on the east side of Central Park in 

Fort Madison from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Every second 
Monday is Kid’s Day at the market.

Kensington events
The Kensington is offering Senior’s Only Com-
munity Bingo on the second Wednesday of every 
month at 2 p.m. The event is free for seniors and 
cash prizes are awarded. Caregivers Connection is 
held the 4th Tuesday of every month at noon. Call 
319-372-4233 to reserve your seat. The Kensington 
is also offering a free classic movie at the Fox The-
atre on Sept 23 at 1 PM. Sabrina staring Audrey 
Hepburn and Humphrey Bogart.

CURRENT-LEE

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.OpenWeatherMap.org
http://www.tristateoutdoorproducts.com/
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