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Lincoln neighbors start watch group

Recent spree of burglaries,
thefts, and an assault led

group to get started

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - It’s been in the works for a couple
of months now, but Sunday evening kicked oft the first
full neighborhood meeting of the Lincoln Neighborhood

Watch.
Spurred by recent rashes of burglaries, stolen property,
and an assault, the neighbors of Avenues D and E from

12th Street to 15th Street will now be watching their own.

Partnering with the 34th Place Neighborhood Watch
group for guidance and support, about 30 homeowners
from the area met Sunday night at the Hillside Inn to
listen to stories of criminal activity and hear from two
captains from the Fort Madison Police Department.

Gary and Cindy Steflik, the coordinators of the effort
said they have met several times with concerned home-
owners and the players with the 34th Place group.

“We went door to door and got phone numbers and

Main Street director says
event was a hit despite being
hottest day of the year so far

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - With temperatures hovering
near 90 at the peak of the day Saturday, hundreds
flocked to the Fort Madison Main Street’s second
annual Grand Bazaar on Avenue G.

Main Street Director Cassie Gilbert who was doling
out free cotton candy during the day said the turn out
was good.

“It’s probably the hottest day of the
year, but we still have had several
hundred people down here today, so it’s
been a success,” she said at about 1 p.m.
The event went on til 5 p.m. and was
free to the public and featured food,
vendors, games and in-store specials.

Brenda Derr, owner of Dollhouse
Dreams hosted a toy-testing event for children and
gave away some prizes.

“Our winner for the Giraffe-A-Raffle was Nan-
cy Clampitt from Fort Madison. Over the past 3
months, customers could get qualified at Dollhouse
Dreams with any purchase of $20.00 or more. We are
very excited that Nancy was able to become the new
owner of this awesome gentle giant! Thanks Nancy,’
Derr said.

She said the toy testing was also a popular event.

“The Toy Testing program was sponsored by Melis-
sa & Doug. We had a great response to this event as

See MAIN STREET, page 3

GILBERT

Grand Bazaar a hit in the heat

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC
C.U.R.E. Solutions provided “Sam” the Clown
at the Grand Bazaar on Saturday. Fairfield’'s
Teagen Gilchrist checks out the clown’s gad-
getry and gets a red nose.
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emails,” Gary Steflik said. “We’ve been seeing lots of bur-
glaries, vehicles and bicycles being stolen, doors kicked
in on garages. We even had one lady assaulted carrying
her groceries from her garage to her house.

She was beaten pretty bad and couldn't identify the
ones who did it”

So the Stefliks started working with a core group of
people including Bob Morawitz, Beverly Gobble, Steve
and Kathy McCracken and others to define the parame-
ters of how the group would function.

Fort Madison Police captains, Bruce Gustafson and

See WATCH page 6
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Try Haiti for a
mission-trip vacation

»

Wanna get out of yourself and do a little some-
thing for mankind and the world on your next vaca-
tion? Instead of the madcap,
see-it-all, do-it-all trip to
Disney World in Florida,
keep going southeast to
Haiti—no, not the touristy
Dominican Republic on the
other side of the island, but
hurricane-and-earthquake SWARM
ravaged Haiti, via Port-au-Prince. You might make a
difference to some very needy people.

Vicki Proctor: There are 60-80 seniors who come to
Bible study in Haiti. Here in Iowa, we're lucky to get
10.

Sixth-eight year-old Vicki Proctor, whose job in-
volves helping people at Hospice in Ottumwa, finds
that there is still something more that needs to be done.
She spends her vacation helping the needy in Haiti.
Each February Proctor takes her two weeks of vacation
(plus two days), buys a round-trip ticket, and heads,
with a church group, to Port-au-Prince. She went once
in August, but it was too hot, and got sick. The drink-
ing water from the faucet is fine in Haiti, but there is
no hot water. Proctor doesn’t wash her hair for the two
weeks she is there.

The church group also pays their own room and
board while there--$59 a day. They stay in a concrete
building, with concrete floors next to the church, and
sleep in bunk beds. It’s called the guest house. Yes,
there might be geckos on the wall, but they are harm-
less. She has seen only one tarantula. They can have
their rooms fumigated once a day if they want, and
Proctor usually does.

See SWARM page 2

Scan the code to
Subscribe today



http://www.pencitycurrent.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe

2 - Pen City Current - Monday, June 5, 2017

From the front/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST Missions carry hope to Haiti

MON 05 Jun
Clear Skies
Low —64.8° F | High — 82.3° F
TUE 06 Jun

Clear Skies
Low — 59.5° F | High-75.1°F

WED 07 Jun

Moderate Rain
Low - 66.6° F | High — 82.6° F
THU 08 Jun

Clear Skies
Low — 68.3° F | High—82.9° F

FRI 09 Jun

Light Rain
Low —70.8° F | High - 83.5° F

OpenWeatherMap

You can’t beat FREE!

Subscribe to #PCC today T&ﬁ

Paid options also available.

SWARM- Continued from Page 1

The missionaries are furnished with two meals a
day—Iunch and supper, which is usually rice and
beans, but sometimes there is a type of pizza, and gum-
bo. They are on their own for breakfast. Proctor gets
real tired of breakfast bars before the mission trip is
over, but she toughs it out. After all, people are starv-
ing all around her.

The missionaries take two suitcases—one of personal
items, the other full of clothes and black shoes (it has
to be black shoes), and items such as Tylenol, vita-
mins, pre-natal vitamins and worm pills. This second
suitcase is left in Haiti. When they take suitcases, they
know the supplies will get there.

The Haitians remember her from the previous year
and welcome her back by name. It makes the whole
trip worthwhile. There is a lot of hugging and kissing
when they arrive.

On one excursion to take 35 pounds of food to the
poor, the van they were in had a flat tire, with no spare.
While they were waiting for another tire, they just gave
the food away to the poor around them. Maybe God
had a plan.

The Haitian poor are on foot or on small, 125 cc
motorcycles, called Motos. Sometimes there will be
five-to-seven people on a Moto, with a huge sack of rice
and beans. Incredible! The people also travel in what
are called, “tap-taps”--old school buses, vans or trucks.
Most of the tap-taps have “Jesus” written on the side
and Scriptures. They can pack an amazing number of
people in the back of a tap-tap.

A beautiful young Haitian woman was going to have
a baby. One morning she was taken to the hospital to
have the baby. By 3:00 oclock she was discharged and
stopped by the church. Proctor got to hold the beauti-

ful baby boy. He was so precious with tiny ringlets of
black hair. Two days later the baby was buried. He had
died during the night. Proctor woke to the sound of
saws. A coffin was being made.

When the Haitians go to church they wear one pair
of shoes and carry the other. Arriving at church, they
leave their walking shoes at the door, and put on their
church shoes.

The feeding program at the church is at least once
a month. They get rice and beans, fish, oil, spaghetti,
matches and soap.

Through an interpreter, Proctor likes to ask the chil-
dren what they want to be when they grow up. Amaz-
ingly, they tell her they want to be architects, pilots,
doctors, lawyers, nurses, just like well-fed children
anywhere. Dreams are not segregated by class. Haitian
childrens’ hair is black. If they are malnourished, their
hair might be reddish.

When the missionaries help the Haitians rebuild or
build homes, they try to leave the tools behind, like
shovels, saws, and hammers, because the tools will be
put to good use.

A lot of electricity is bootlegged from the city. After
the earthquake, Bill Clinton took cellphones to Haiti.
Everyone has a cell phone, but no place to plug them
in. They bring their cellphones to church to charge
them.

If you would like to go on a mission trip to Haiti, call
the Northgate Alliance Church in Ottumwa at 641-
684-8811. You can make a difference.

Have a good story? Call or text Curt Swarm in Mt.
Pleasant at 319-217-0526, email him at curtswarm@
vahoo.com, or find him on Facebook. Curt’s stories are
also read at 107.3 FM in Farmington.

Great River Regional Waste Authority will hold a
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event during

N\EMFRER © | RUC VALUL
1 - MADISUN CUS | UMER AFFRECIATIUON EVEN | 1

Saturday June 24th, 2017 ~ 9:00am to 12:00pm

Great River Regional Waste Authority will be accepting the
following Household Hazardous Waste items during Kempker
True Value’s Fort Madison Customer Appreciation Event!
We encourage you to call ahead and make an
appointment for the collection.

GRRWA

¢ Fertilizers, Herbicides, Insecticides, Pesticides

¢ Oil Based Paints, Paint Thinners & Solvents
e Household & Auto Cleaning Products
* Car Batteries, Motor Oil, Antifreeze
e Car Batteries and Rechargeable Batteries
e Swimming Pool Chemicals
e Propane Tanks

e & MORE!

GREAT RIVER REGIONAL WASTE AUTHORITY

2092 303rd Avenue® Fort Madison, TA

(319) 372-6140

VISIT US ONLINE:

www.facebook.com/grrwa

WWW.Zrrwa.com


mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
mailto:curtswarm@yahoo.com
http://www.grrwa.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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scene Around Town: Grand Bazaar

Visitors see lots at Grand Bazaar

MAIN STREET- Continued from Page 1

Photos by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Above left, “Rusty Nails” performs for visitors at the Grand Bazaar in
the Fort Madison Main Street District Saturday afternoon. At top, Chris

Ann Turner of “One of a Kind Gift Baskets” - chrisann202002@yahoo.

com, handles a large crowd of customers at her vendor site.

well. This is part of the
“Take Back Childhood”
promotion that Melissa
& Doug are currently
running.

Other events includ-
ed free hot dogs and a
clown was on hand from
C.UR.E. Solutions. 10th
Street station was provid-
ing grilled food items and
Rusty Nails and Stewart
Beyer performed music at
different times through-
out the day. There were
also games and chalk art
for the kids and vendors
in canopies that lined the
three blocks from the 600
to 800 blocks of Avenue
G.

Theres not/u'ng better than t/wow*ing
c cool )nicn.ic in the [rackya'cd
05 you new home in the summev/

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.
Give us a call today or click here to search them!

(319) 372-4040
903 Avenue G * Fort Madison
www.seia.rapmlscom  Bus

At left, Jessica Conwell serves up some 10th Street Station food a
part of the Grand Bazaar. Tim, Sofia, and Raina Gilbert get ready to
enjoy the freshly prepared food. Above, Kaitlin Bailey shows her wares
to visitors on Saturday.

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

DR. MARK C. POTHITAKIS
and Associates

Family
Dentistry

www.drmarkdds.com

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

New London
Dental Care
319-367-2311

Fort Madison
Family Dentistry
319-372-3614

Mediapolis
Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington
Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

How can we help you?

Lee County Health Department has a number of
programs to help you in every stage of your life.
To learn more about the follwoing programs
visit us online by clicking this ad.

e 1st Five « Child / Adolescent Health
« Emergency Preparedness
e Environmental Health
« HOPES « Homecare » Hospice
e I-Smile Silver® « Immunizations
e Senior Health « Wellness

Touching the Community with Care
2218 Avenue H « Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

Advertise in a brand new way.
Nissa (319)520.8953 * Shawna (319)470.0622



mailto:chrisann202002@yahoo.com
mailto:chrisann202002@yahoo.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
http://www.drmarkdds.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
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Beautitul Lerviod Liomes

REDUCED
602 7th Street
3BR « 3BA
Practically perfect in every way, this
1841 home includes the latest im-
provements while keeping its Victori-
an charm. Listing #23006122, $99,999.

RENDING

631 Avenue D
4BR « 2BA . 2 car garage
Beautiful victorian home on a quiet
street with an amazing wrap-around
porch. All the modern conveniences.
Quite a charmer! Listing #20165372,
$124,900.

403 10th Street
5BR « 3BA
This is a beautifully appointed home
with all the modern conveniences.
There is an extra large lot for your
family to enjoy! Listing #20162159,
$164,000.

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.
Give us a call today or click here to search them!

Ao

(319) 372-4040 + 903 Avenue G * Fort Madison * www.seia.rapmls.com EE.“;'E

ADVERTISE YOUR
SERVICE BUSINESS

90 days

Only $24°°
Up to 150 words
& 1 photo

Place your ad online 24/7
www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@

pencitycurrent.com
Call (319)371.4125

choose your career at West Liberty Foods

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!
2nd Shift — Slicer Technicians

Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay:-$16-67per-hour-ptus-$6-30-shift differential—
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift — General Production

Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay:-$t+-50-per-hour-ptus-$6-30-shift differential—
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

Equal Opportunity Employer

Follow Us

@pencitycurrent

HELP WANTED

Truck Driver/
Yard Employee

needed for loading and un-
loading. Class “A” CDL Ii-
cense and Air Brakes a plus.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Elevated Comfort.

“I keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the stafis fabulous!”
-Mark M.

Full-time position
with benefits

Please apply in person at
Standard of Beaverdale
11194 Twin Ponds Drive

West Burlington, 1A

We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs!

Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting
Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!

Boulders Inn & Suites
Fort Madison, Iowa
4901 Ave O
Fort Mad LA 52627
Tel: -1401

dsuites.com

Like us on Facebook!

Pen City Current
P.O. Box 366
Fort Madison, I1A

Place your ad
online 24/7

The Pen City Current and
www.pencitycurrent.com
website are products of
Market Street Publishing,
LLC. The Pen City Current
is published Sunday
through Friday mornings.

Lee Vandenberg,
Sales manager
319-371-4125
sales@pencitycurrent.com
Charles Vandenberg,
Editor
319-371-1670
editor@pencitycurrent.com

BUNGALOWS

CLASSIC AMERICAN DESIGNS

315 Avenue E
Listing #20162543; $53,000

1315 Avenue E
Listing #20164148; $72,500

1821 Avenue E
Listing #20164622; $88,000

2634 Avenue G
Listing #20165688, $94,500

211 Main St., Montrose
Listing #20164279; $38,500

1712 Avenue E
Listing #20164725; $92,000

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.
Give us a call today
or click here to search them!

=

(319) 372-4040 * 903 Avenue G * Fort Madison * www.seia.rapmls.com
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Business News/For the Record

Pilot Grove Savings Bank is #ChamberStrong  Ameriprise Financial Services is #ChamberStrong

MidWestOne Bank is #ChamberStrong Connections Bank & Insurance are
#ChamberStrong
10th Street Station is #ChamberStrong International Eye Care is #ChamberStrong
e IOWA LOTTERY
Lottery WINNING NUMBERS ,
Woo Hoo for You" lowa
6/4 MID-DAY 6/4 MID-DAY 6/4 MID-DAY
23571011 312 1874
14 1519 20 21 23 6/4 EVENING 6/4 EVENING
758 0878
6/4 EVENING
13781215

1619 20 21 22 24

The Pen City Current
encourages you
to play responsibly.
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Two police captains live
in Lincoln watch area

WATCH - Continued from Page 1

Jamie Carle were at the
meeting and are home-
owners in the watch area.

“Believe it or not, we
have at a minimum, two
guys on shift overnight,”
said Gustafson. “There
are some nights we may
have as many as four if we
can get a full shift. These
groups are important. I
want to thank the 34th
Place group for their work.
This group is at the top of
the class”

Gustafson said the best
thing that people can do is
to make sure their be-
longing are locked up and
secure.

“Very rarely do we find a
vehicle that’s been broken
into that had the windows
smashed in. These are
crimes of opportunity...I
hate to say this in here, but

sometimes you just can’t
fix stupid,” Gustafson.

Carle told the group that
just because they see a cou-
ple of teens walking down
the street doesn’t mean
those teens are causing
trouble. But if the groups
see something suspicious
they should make a call to
the police.

The Lincoln group will
be taking their cues at the
start from the 34th place
group, who has been in
existence for close to three
years.

Steve Howard, who is
a founding member of
the 34th place group, said
the first couple years was
tough for them as they
figured out what their
role would be and how
to go about doing it. But
he said the Lincoln group

will benefit because his
group is there to help them
through that initial phase.

“We’re here for you and
we aren’t going anywhere,”
he said.

Lee Stewart, another vol-
unteer with the group, said
this is the path to regaining
our community.

“I personally want to
know each and every
one of you here because
if you remember, that’s
what community used
to be. There’s a lot of you
that don’t know me and I
don’t know you, but that
ends today; he said, and
then everyone in the room
introduced themselves.

FMPD neighborhood
watchss liaison and the
department’s liaison with
the Fort Madison School
district, officer Brent

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Gary Steflik talks with residents of the newly formed Lincoln Neighbor-
hood Watch Sunday night at the Hillside Inn. The group is the second
neighborhood watch program to get up and running in the city. The
group started as recent burglaries and thefts have increased in the city.

Gibbs, told the group that
things like curfews won't
have an impact as a lot

of the crimes are being
committed at 3 and 4 in
the morning, way past any
curfew the city could set
and despite most of the
crimes being crimes of
opportunity, all residents

BUILDING

for our
FUTURE

FORT MADISON SCHOOL

BOND ELECTION
Tuesday, June 27th, 2017

Construct a new PreK-3rd Grade Facility and
IHSAA Baseball & IGHSAU Softball Fields

VOTE YES ON JUNE 27TH

Paid for by the Fort Madiso

must be aware.

“What were dealing
with here mostly is juve-
nile delinquency,” Gibbs
said. “T have anxiety every
morning that the guys
are going to come to me
and ask who’s running
with what crowd and who
might have been involved
with what”

Gibbs said that recently
the department has had
three reports of stolen
firearms and only one has
been recovered.

“All of those were taken
from unlocked vehicles,”

Every Monday

(Starting Monday, May 1st)

at the
Ft. Madison Depot
Farmers Market!

Located in the Ft. Madison
Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street

Gibbs said.

Cindy Steflik asked
those in attendance to
volunteer as block captains
for the groups as she said
that will be group’s next
step in the process. The
group will meet as a whole
once a month, but captains
will meet every couple of
weeks while the new group
gets acclimated to how the
group will work.

The group will work
out the details of signage,
vests, communications
and patrols in the next
several meetings.

Have Questions?
Call 319-372-5471

Follow us on Facebook

llLEE COUNTY BANK
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