INSIDE:
Riverfest kicks off Aug. 3 along the Fort
Madison Riverfront.
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Officials looking into park statue thefts

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

DONNELLSON - The Donnellson po-
lice are looking for information regard-
ing a stolen statue from Railroad Park on
Mill Street.

According to city clerk Jane Krebill,
the bronze statue depicting three chil-
dren on a log was uprooted from the
park sometime late Friday night and
early Saturday morning.

Krebill said officials believe someone
backed a vehicle up and wrapped a chain
around the statute and pulled it from an
anchoring in the park.

“It was bolted down to concrete. They
just yanked it out and dragged it across
the street and then down the street,” she
said Tuesday afternoon.

She said she had seen on social media
where another bronze statue had been
swiped from Lacy Park in Keosauqua

14
It was bolted down
to concrete. They just
yanked it out and dragged
it down the street and then
down other streets.”

-Jane Krebill,
Donnellson City Clerk

and notified police.

“I saw that someone had taken the
statue from Lacy Park on Facebook and
I immediately contacted our police and
told them what had happened and said
we should keep an eye on ours. I got a
call back in like 15 minutes and said we

See STATUES, page 6

This is a photograph of the statue that was stolen from the Railroad

Photo courtesy of City of Donnellson

Park in Donnellson sometime late Friday night or early Saturday morn-
ing. The statue was valued at $4,250. Photo courtesy of City of Don-

nellson.

Lee County resident hits board on mowing

BY CHUCK

VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - A
Lee County woman who'’s
been pushing the county
to stop mowing so deeply
into rural ditches asked
again Tuesday for a stop
to the process.

Margot Sprenger, who
has been pushing the
county to let more of
Iowa’s native plants grow
along county roadsides,

came to the regular meet-
ing of the Lee County
Board of Supervisors with
another reason to stop the
deep mowing.

Sprenger had several
two foot sections of dead
wild parsnip in tow and
offered a branch to each
Supervisor.

“Are you all familiar
with the wild parsnip?,’
she said walking among

dead plants.

“I know you want to
stay away from it,” said
supervisor Gary Folluo as
she brought it around.

piece but I guess you don’t
want it,” she said.

Sprenger said she was
coming to the board as a
landowner with a concern
that the deeper mow-

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Lee County resident Margot Sprenger offered to give each Lee County
Supervisor a piece of the poisonous Wild Parsnip behind her as she
asked for the county to stop mowing so deep in the ditches. Sprenger
has been an advocate for allowing more plants native to lowa to be
allowed to grow in the ditches.

ing that the county has
started doing is lending
to facilitating the growth
of the poisonous plant on
her land that is part of the

Group puts together FM

school assistance program

BY PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON - A group of volunteers, in con-
junction with the Lee County Health Department will
be holding a Back to School Health Fair in Fort Madi-
son.

The event will be held from 10 a.m. to noon on Satur-
day, August 12 at the Fort Madison High School. Reg-
istration for the event closed July 10, but there will still
other services offered for those that didn’t get registered

Many area organizations, churches and local busi-
nesses have agreed to participate. Services being offered
include immunizations, vision screenings, hair cuts
and backpacks with most school supplies. There will be
many informational booths set up so families can learn
about things around our community that may benefit
them.

Parents are also required to attend with their chil-
dren.

Financial donations are still being accepted for the
event and can be made by contacting Kevin Adams at
Lee County Bank or checks can be sent c/o Adams and
made out to Fort Madison Kiwanis. If anyone has not
been contacted, but would like to offer assistance with
supplies or costs, they can do so by contacting Dawn
Johnson at 660-341-6427.

Johnson said the group is still in need of financial
assistance as they need $3,000 to help cover the cost

»

the supervisors with the “Well, I'd cut you all a

See MOWING, page 6
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OBITUARIES

STEVEN G. WILMESMEIER

Steven G. Wilmesmeier, 58, of Farmington, IA passed away on Saturday, July 22,
2017 at 4:10 PM at his home.

He was born on March 19, 1959 in Ft. Madison to Paul and Mary
Ann Kensett Wilmesmeier, Jr. Steve had worked at DuPont since 1979.
He enjoyed going to car races and hunting. He also loved being out-
doors and working on his land.

Survivors include two daughters, Casey (Dave Long) Wilmesmeier
of Iowa City and Hilary Wilmesmeier of Bonaparte; one son, Brad
Heidbreder of Ft. Madison; six grandchildren, Mya, Alivia and Shae
Batten, Cecilia Long, Kelsey Heston and Austin Heidbreder; his father,
Paul Wilmesmeier Jr. of Burlington; a sister, Carol (John) Michaels of Fenton, MO
and his companion, Debra Williams of Bonaparte, IA. He was preceded in death by
his Mother and a brother, Michael.

Per his wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home & Cre-
matory. A Celebration of Life and private family burial will take place at a later date.

Online condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

WILMESMEIER

DR. MARK C. POTHITAKIS
and Associates

Family
Dentistry

www.drmarkdds.com

Burlington Dental Associates  Fort Madison Family Dentistry
319-753.2515 319-372-3614

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

AUBREY W. DAVES

Aubrey W. Daves, 78, of Ft. Madison, passed away on Sunday, July 23, 2017 at 5:14
PM at the Ft. Madison Community Hospital surrounded by his family.

He was born on July 23, 1939 in Oklahoma to Benjamin and Marga-
ret Wilbur Daves. Aubrey married Carla Bell on February 18, 1967 in
Greene County, IA and she passed away on March 13, 1979.

Aubrey had worked as a dynamite packer for several years at River
Products in Iowa City. He also worked as a hired farm hand until his
health declined and he was forced into retirement. Aubrey was a huge
supporter of Fort Madison Special Olympics and proudly cheered his
grandson Jacob on to many state events. Aubrey loved spending time
with his family, especially his grandsons. He also enjoyed watching wildlife from his
front porch, watching western movies and listening to classic country music.

Survivors include a daughter, Margaret “Peggie” (Bret) Gipple of Ft. Madison; two
sons, Cody (Dayna) Daves of Danville and Dallas (Cyndie) Balzer of Wever; five
grandchildren, Thomas “Jeffrey” Cofield, Joseph “Joey” Cofield, Shasta Joy; Jacob
(Stephanie Dawson) Balzer, Alex (fiance’ Amanda Rainville) Balzer, two great grand-
children, Jacob and Nevaeh Joy; several “adopted” children and grandchildren; one
sister, Gracie Channel; one brother, Ben of Oklahoma. He was preceded in death by
his parents; his loving wife, Carla; a daughter, DeShawn and a brother, Howard.

Per his wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home &
Crematory. A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. A memorial has been
in established in Aubrey’s name for the Fort Madison Special Olympics. Online

DAVES

condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.
Oha0
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BANKING

AT THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON.

EASY. PEASY.

Call 319-372-2243 for more details.

LEC COUNTY BANK
MOBILE

MEMBER FDIC (=Y EQUAL HOUSING
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Local News/For the Record

For the Record

Fort Madison
Police Report

07/24/17 - 3:51 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a property damage accident in
the 900 block of Avenue G.
07/24/17 - 3:54 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to
a report of a larceny/theft at
the 800 block of Avenue E.
07/24/17 - 4:50 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded

to a report of vandalism in

the 2600 block of Avenue I.
07/24/17 - 6:18 p.m. - Fort
Madison Police responded to a

report of a larceny/theft in the

1300 block of Lee Henry Street.

Lee County
Sheriff’s Report

07/25/17 - 1:33 a.m. - Lee
County deputies responded
to a one-vehicle accident

on 320th Street near 250th
Avenue. A vehicle driven by
Brendan Wade Esquivel Plate,
18, of Keokuk swerved to
miss a dog and rolled into the
south ditch coming to rest on
the wheels. No injuries were
reported and no citations

were issued at the scene.

All persons in these listings
are presumed innocent until
proven guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire &
Rescue Report

07/22/17 - Fort Madison
Firefighters responded
to three medical calls
07/23/17 - Fort Madison
Firefighters responded
to two medical calls
07/24/17 - Fort Madison
firefighters responded to
three medical calls.

Group looking for contributions
for Back-to-School fair

FAIR - Continued from Page 1

of shoes. Lee County Bank is currently
accepting donations for the “Banking

on Shoes”program which will assist in
providing shoes to the 120 students who
have already registered. She said the goal
for this year was to provide 100 back
packs for students and they passed that
goal by 20 and are now looking at addi-

tional funding to build on that.

Area churches that have or will be do-
nating include Denmark United Church
of Christ, Madison Baptist Union
Presbyterian, First Christian Church, St.
Paul Lutheran Church, and Harmony
Bible Church. Iowa Fertilizer Company
purchased the backpacks.

Volunteers are
shown with back
packs purchased
by the lowa Fer-
tilizer Company
with an assist
from Hy-Vee. The
backpacks are
part of the Back-
to-School Health
Fair being held
Aug. 12 from 10
a.m. to noon at
FMHS.

Courtesy photo
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Woo Hoo for You~

IOWA LOTTERY
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GRRWA!
Community;

Our Household Hazardous Waste Unit is
open Monday through Friday 8am - 4pm.
Call 800.216.2370 for an appointment.

Become familiar with HHW Materials:

e Corrosive, meaning they can corrode or burn
your skin on contact.
¢ Toxic, meaning they can be lethal to humans and animals
if swallowed, inhaled or absorbed through the skin.
e Flammable, meaning they may ignite even under
normal working conditions.
¢ Explosive/Reactive, meaning it reacts violently when
exposed to heat, sudden shock, pressure, or
other chemicals.

Please never dispose of any of these items down your
drain, they eventually pollute our rivers.

Acceptable HHW Items:

e Car Batteries

¢ Rechargeable Batteries

¢ Oil Based Paints

¢ Paint Thinners

¢ Propane Tanks

e Swimming Pool Chemicals

o Fertilizers

¢ Herbicides

¢ Insecticides

e Pesticides

¢ Household Cleaning Products
¢ Auto Cleaning Products

e Antifreeze ¢ Florescent Light Bulbs
e Motor Qil ¢ And More

If you don’t see your item(s) on this list or if you
have any questions please call 800.216.2370

Ft. Madison Main Office: | Keokuk Transfer Station:
2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lane
Fort Madison, IA Keokuk, IA

1-319-372-6140 1-319-524-6175

WwWw.grrwa.com | facebook.com/grrwa

Visit Us Online!
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choose your career at West Liberty Foods

One of North America’s fastest growing food processing companies has
immediate openings for highly motivated individuals to join their team!

IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS EVERY TUESDAY 9AM-3PM
GET A RAISE BEFORE YOU EVEN GET STARTED!

2nd Shift — Slicer Technicians

Leadership AND maintenance and/or machine operator experience

Pay:-$16-67per-hourptus-$0-36-shift differential—
Pay: $17.17 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

2nd Shift — General Production

Positive attitude and excellent attendance demonstrated by a solid work history

Pay:-$44-56-per-hour-ptus-$6-30-shift-differential—
Pay: $11.85 per hour plus $0.30 shift differential

Competitive benefits package includes health, vision, life, and dental in-
surance, employee discounts, matching 401k. Plus paid holidays and va-
cation effective first day of employment.

Apply online at http://careers.wlfoods.com

Equal Opportunity Employer

HELP WANTED

CHAMBER
PROGRAM
COORDINATOR

Fort Madison Partners is
searching for a full-time
Chamber Program Coordi-
nator.

Primary duties include

» Event coordination

» Facilitation of committee

meetings
* Marketing outreach through
personal contact; weekly

e-newsletter: promotional

pieces and website

* Budget maintenance

Skills required:

» Strong verbal and written

communication skills

» Proficiency in MS office

software; web-based tools.

Quickbooks & InDesign Soft-

ware skills requested but not

required.

« Initiative, organized, flexible

and detail oriented are words

that best describe the ideal

candidate.

Please submit resumes by

Wednesday, July 26th to

Fort Madison Partners, Attn:

Tim Gobble, 614 9th Street,

Fort Madison, 1A 52627; or to

tgobble@fortmadison.com.
EOE

@pencitycurrent

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, August 2, 5pm-7pm

41 7th Street, West Point

REDUCED PRICE

» Completed in 2017
* 3 Car Garage

* 3 Full Baths

* Spacious Yard

* New Construction in West Point

* 3 Year Tax Abatement = $7,500 Savings!
* 4 Bedrooms w/ Master Suite

* 9 ft. Finished Basement

* New Family Friendly Neighborhood

» Upgraded Kitchen includes Walnut Counter Tops & Upper Glass Cabinetry
* Plus New Appliance Package Included

All Green Oak Homes come with warranties and low utility bills!
Call Jill at 319-470-2540 to view!

http://www.greenoakdevelopment-ia.com/

- JOIN

OUR
‘

...and build a
career you'll love!

August 3rd, 2017
1pm to 3pm
Fort Madison
Public Library
1920 Avenue E

We are currently
hiring for
full time and part
time positions
throughout the
company.
Please call
319-372-5827
or email:
Austinu@smeclrr.com
with any questions.

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT
Huffman Welding & Ma-
chine, Inc., located in Fort
Madison, is accepting ap-
plications for a Full-Time
Administrative  Assistant.
Excellent communication,
analytical, time manage-
ment and organizational
skills are essential. Job du-
ties include but not limited
to administrative, invoicing
and basic accounting func-
tions. Competitive salary
based on experience. Ben-
efits include PTO, medical,
dental and vision insurance,

and 401K.

Apply in person at
6224 Ave. O, Ft. Madison
or email resume to
Kris Seals at
kseals@huffmanwelding.com

ADVERTISE
ina
brand new
way.

Nissa (319)520.8953
Shawna (319)470.0622
Lee (319)371.4125

BUNGALOWS

CLASSIC AMERICAN DESIGNS

1821 Avenue E
Listing #20164622; $88,000

1315 Avenue E
Listing #20164148; $72,500

315 Avenue E
Listing #20162543; $53,000

AN

1712 Avenue E
Listing #20164725; $92,000

2634 Avenue G
Listing #20165688, $94,500

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.
Give us a call today
or click here to search them!

(319) 372-4040 * 903 Avenue G * Fort Madison * www.seia.rapmls.com

211 Main St., Montrose
Listing #20164279; $38,500

=
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Elevated Comfort.

0 nen “I'’keep coming back! The beds are amazing and the staff is fabulous!”
- Mark M.

RODEO PARK REHAB

Short-term

-
rehabilitation “ I c
Fully equipped state-of-the-art wednesuavs
th H
Occupai?c?)ﬁill,%lgsical, " I g nt Wm

and speech therapy
Personalized therapy plan
Private rooms

Compassionate nursing staff 1135 Ave. E - Wednesday ~ Saturday 5:00pm

We’ll get you ready to: We are expanding! 78 Rooms with choices to fit all your needs!
Now taking reservations for Fishing Tournaments, Sporting

13 9
Glddy Up 8 Go Home‘ Yo UR AD Events and the Annual Tri-State Rodeo!
HERE Boulders Inn & Suites

Fort Madison, lowa
4901 Ave O

Fort Madison, IA 52627
319 3 I. Izs Tel: 319-246-1401
www.bouldersinnandsuites.com

Email: info@bouldersinnfortmadison.com

Like us on Facebook!

319-372-8021 | 1702 41st Street, Fort Madison, IA

Fort Madison Cr'
Main Street Presents:

SaVeror

atfapm T
m dalidinly,

T s
SinginglCompetition
m ats Thomas Kiann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent Gt 5 11 Month CD
2623 Avenue L FDIC-insured CD

Main Street’s Premier Summer Event Fort Madison, IA 52627 o
et Country e 515572 5082 1.25%
icking o oCsgiscason O O Set aside money with a fixed rate of return. I'll be
welcomes all ages to join in on the fun! there to show you rates and terms that can help
g J MuS]‘Clan you reach your goal.

Bank with a Good Neighbor”.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

o StateFarmBank:

sAnnual Percentage Viel as of 06/28/ 17 Advertised raes ae subjec o change at the
Bank's discreton. The minimum belance fequied to e n the stated APY is $500 (rates apply
"han $100,000). A pon

Adults: $5 Kids: $2 ¢ Food Vendors
Beer Tent @must be 21 w/ valid ID)

DOWNTOWN SHOPPING AT IT’S FINEST!

Big Buckle Bash 2017
brought to you by:

Boulders Inn & Suites, Connection Bank
Matt Lafrenz - Country Financial, m éﬂ
Hy-Vee, J&S Electronics

alty may be imposed for withdrawals prior to maturity.
ci
roduets
depos itor, per
o e e

zzzzzz

Stat (FSB,
1501580 Bloomington, IL

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26th
10am-Noon ¢ Riverview Park,
Ft. Madison

ADVERTISE
YOUR SERVICE
BUSINESS

FREE KIDS EVENTS
90 days ® Every Monday Minute to Win It Games,

at the '
O l 7499 Ft. Madison Depot FREE Football Toss, & MORE!
nly F Market!
2x2 Businss Card armers vareer Cotton Candy " INFLATABLE
X< DUsinss Lan & Lunch Provided! 36
Size Ad OBSTACLE COURSE

Bounce House for kids under 5!

Place your ad

online 24/7 AIR EVAC
www.pencitycurrent.com . . HELICOPTER LANDING
Email your ad Located in the Ft. Madison Weather Permitting
e B 5@ e T Depot Parking Lot at 814 10th Street
rent.com Have Questions? Please call 319-372-5471 for details. ,/ GIVE AWAYS & RAFFLE PRIZE
Call 319-372-5471 Medals presented at 12pm!

Call (319)371.4125 X
Raffle: 1 FREE 1 Year Kids; YMCA Pass

Follow us on Facebook

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant

sross@pencitycurrent.com n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622 319.520.8953

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising * www.pencitycurrent.com Fort Madisan’s 24/7 All Diaital Source for News & Advertising ® www pencitvcurrent com
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Resident says mowing spurs growth of noxious weed

MOWING - Continued from Page 1

conservation reserve program or CRP land. She said
the mowing, which on her land had approached three
times per year, was causing the seed from the noxious
weed to be spread into her land.

Parsnip is a wild growing poisonous weed that,
according to the Jowa State University Extension office,
causes skin irritation due to sunlight activating the tox-
ins causing a breakdown of tissues and cells in the skin.

“Two years ago, I didn’t have hardly any of this plant
and now I've got these plants 30 and 45 feet into the
field and I bet I show you this next year and you’ll see
100s,” Sprenger said.

She said the county started mowing 15-feet into
county ditches instead of the five or six foot several

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

years back.

“What started this was I only had one simple ques-
tion. I wanted to see only five or six foot mowing along
county roads. What we have now is 15 feet. You're
getting a lot more damage done. I don’t understand the
reason for it

Supervisor Matt Pflug moved the question to Lee
County Sheriff Stacy Weber and Lee County Engineer
Ernie Steffensmeier, whose department also oversees
secondary roads.

Weber said it’s a safety issue as far as he’s concerned.

“T've listened to a lot of this and have respect for what
you're doing, but have you hit a deer lately and had the

above the native plants.

“When you’re in a car or pickup youre way on top
of many of these natives. So it’s not an issue of you not
seeing a deer poking out of there”

Steffensmeier said the mowing can't take place until
July 15 and even with a five or six foot mow they would
have to go back to 15 to 20 feet in the fall.

“Eventually we’re going to have to mow that all the
way back to keep the brush under control, but we're
starting earlier just because of the volume of land we
have to mow.”

Steffensmeier said the county has 740 miles of road-
way in the county that are graveled.

The county is looking at creating a roadside man-
agement program in the next budget to help address

WED 26 Jul

Moderate Rain
Low —71.3° F | High — 88.4° F

THU 27 Jul

Heavy Intensity Rain
Low — 69.2° F | High—-76.9°F

FRI 28 Jul
Clear Skies
Low —60.3° F | High—72.7° F
SAT 29 Jul

Clear Skies
Low —58.2° F | High — 75.0° F

SAT 30 Jul

Clear Skies
Low — 59.0° F | High - 76.6° F

OpenWeatherMa

Theres not/u'n.g better than t/n.'cow'inj
a cool picn.ic in the ba.ckya'zd
06 your new home in the summe=!

There are hundreds of great listings in the area
and we can show all of them to you.
Give us a call today or click here to search them!

(319) 372-4040
903 Avenue G * Fort Madison
www.seia.rapmls.com  Bus

airbag blow up in your face?” Weber asked Sprenger.
“Because that’s a pretty dangerous thing. Fifteen to
twenty feet gives you time to see eye-shine and gives
you more time to react, time to slow down.”

Sprenger said mowing actually creates a more lush
area for deer to eat and cited instances where landown-
ers in Des Moines County stopped mowing and the
incidents of deer/car collisions went down.

Weber said he’s testified in a case where Iowa was
being sued for not mowing far enough back which was
alleged to have caused an accident.

Pflug said he agreed with the sheriff that increased
visibility helps motorists avoid collisions with deer.

“If you're going down the road and you have that
cleared back you have a better chance of seeing animals

and deer there,” he said.

But Sprenger said, in most cases, driving puts you

Sprenger’s issues and help maintain healthy and safe
roadsides that also benefit the environment.

Sprenger asked the board to leave the meeting with
adjusting the policy to just mow deeper at intersec-
tions, but leave the five foot mow in the other areas.

The board took no action on the matter other than
agreeing to continue to look at the roadside manage-
ment program as part of next year’s budget.

In other action, the board:

« approved three tax abatement resolutions, 5-0.

« approved a transfer of personnel from the Records
to the Community Service program, 5-0.

« approved an annual courthouse security report, 5-0.

« heard from a Lee County resident who requested
the county post reduced speed limit signs on county
roads near 253rd Street south of Hwy 2 due to high
speeds and accidents in the area.

Thefts may be related to highway debris

STATUES - Continued from Page 1

were too late, someone
had already stolen one”

Monday night, the
Donnellson fire depart-
ment and other volunteers
went to the other parks
and pulled up some of the
other statues in the parks
and have them in safe
keeping.

She said the statue

weighs about 300 pounds
and because they are just
dragging it off, they are
probably going to sell it or
melt it down.

“They don't care what
shape they’re in obviously,
so they must going to sell
them for the metal”

The statue cost the city
of Donnellson $4,250
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not including the cost of
installation.

Krebill said information
has also been gathered
regarding chunks of con-
crete on roadways north
of town.

The Lee County Sher-
ift’s office reported two
incidents of vehicles
hitting large chunks of
concrete early Saturday
morning, one along Hwy
2 at about 12:30 a.m. and
the other on Hwy 61 just
oft Hwy 2 on the bypass,

which was reported being
struck at about 3:30 a.m.
Saturday morning.

Sheriff Stacy Weber
said a deputy also hit a
chunk of concrete but
wasn't ready to say all the
incidents were related.

Anyone with informa-
tion is encouraged to con-
tact the Donnellson Police
Department at 835-5714
or Lee County Crime
Stoppers at 800-382-8900
or online at www.tipsub-
mit.com.
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