
BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - 
Fort Madison school 
officials are turning to one 
of two local construction 
firms with storied lega-
cies in southeast Iowa to 
help get a new elementary 
school built.

At a workshop on 
Monday evening, the Fort 
Madison School District 
Board of Directors heard 
pitches from Baxter Con-
struction of Fort Madison 
and Carl A. Nelson & 
Company out of Burl-
ington. The two firms are 
vying to be a construction 
management agency for 
the district’s third shot at 
a referendum to build a 
new elementary school.

Officials haven’t set a 
date for another referen-
dum, but Board President 
Tim Wondra said the dis-
trict will in all likelihood 
select one of the two firms 
based on the information 
that was presented to the 
board at the meeting. 

After selecting the firm as 
the construction manage-
ment agency, then the dis-
trict would consult with 
that agency on when best 
to put the referendum 
back out for a vote.

“After the last failed 
attempt, we sat down with 
a couple different groups 
and asked what did we 

do wrong last time and 
what did we do right,” 
Wondra said after the 
meeting. “They kept say-
ing construction manage-
ment-construction man-
agement. So our bond 
subcommittee met with 
three architect firms and 
two construction manage-
ment firms last week to 

look at what a CMA does 
vs what an architect firm 
does and what are the 
pros and cons.”

A board bond subcom-
mittee made up of Won-
dra and board members 
Dianne Hope and Carol 
Ross had been meeting in 
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OFP’s Magnolias 
bring smiles, tears
The Old Fort Players is just a few days from 

pulling the curtain back on its next production - Steel 
Magnolias.

Set in the eighties in a quaint hair salon, the play 
focuses on a group of beautiful and sassy women. 
Throughout the production we hear about the lives of 
these characters through gossip and small talk. As life 
goes on for these women, we see their character devel-
opment and we feel every hardship they go through.  
Each character had their own unique charisma which 
the actresses playing those roles did amazing at por-
traying. The play was very fun and entertaining, while 
also being serious and touching up on some hard sub-
jects. I caught myself wiping a tear or two away. Many 
Comedic and heart-wrenching moments are heading 
your way when you see Steel Magnolias.

I had the opportunity to speak with the director of 
this wonderful production, Tamela LaFoe. She also 
played the role of M’lynn. This is LaFoe’s second time 
directing for Old Fort Players. She recently moved 
back into the Lee County area and got in touch with 
OFP and asked if they would be interested in doing 
Steel Magnolias. LaFoe let us know that Old Fort 
Players is being a little more socially active. At inter-
missions they will be selling bracelets for a dollar.

The cast includes Dannette Baier as Truvy, Corrine 
Keenan as Annelle, Bella Baier as Shelby, Tamela 
LaFoe as M’Lynn, Bobbi Jo Lutzen as Ouiser, and 
finally Kelly Shields as Clairee. I asked a couple of cast 
members what they loved most about putting on this 
production.

“For me, my favorite part is being in a play with my 
daughter,” says Dannette Baier who played the role 

See PLAYHOUSE, page 9

School district looks to local experts 
for help with next referendum

Tony Baxter, president of Baxter Construction of Fort Madison, makes 
a pitch to the Fort Madison School Board Monday night for his firm to 
be named the construction management agency for the district’s next 
attempt at a referendum to build a new elementary school.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Carl A. Nelson & Co. and Baxter Construction vie for CMA gig

See SCHOOL, page 6

County general election absentee starts Oct. 8
Submitted article

LEE COUNTY - De-
nise Fraise, Lee County 
Auditor, announces that 
early voting for the Gen-
eral Election to be held 
Tuesday, November 6, 
2018 will begin Monday, 
October 8, 2018.

Voting will take place 
in the Auditor’s Office, 
located in the North Lee 
County Office Building 
at 933 Avenue H in Fort 
Madison from 8:30am–
4:30pm Monday through 
Friday and in the South 
Lee County Courthouse 
at 25 N 7th Street in Ke-

okuk at the window in the 
west hallway (across from 
the Assessor’s Office) 
from 8:30am–Noon and 
1:00pm–4:30pm Monday 
through Friday.

Eligible voters wish-
ing to vote early may 
complete THE IOWA 
OFFICIAL ABSENTEE 

BALLOT REQUEST 
FORM available from the 
Lee County Auditor or by 
downloading the form at 
http://sos.iowa.gov. The 
request for an absentee 
ballot may be hand deliv-
ered to the Auditor’s office 

See ELECTION, page 6
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SENIOR COMMUNITY BINGO
2nd Wednesday
of every month

at 2pm
in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243
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WARNING SIGNS

jdrf.org

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Type 1 diabetes may occur 
suddenly and includes:

Extreme Thirst

Frequent Urination

Drowsiness or Lethargy

Increased Appetite

Sudden Weight Loss

Sudden Vision Changes

Sugar in the Urine

Fruity Odor on the Breath

Heavy or Labored Breathing

Stupor or Unconsciousness

jdrf.org

A CFC participant. 
Provided as a public service.
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CURE PREVENT  TREAT

JDRF is committed to 
accelerating life-changing 

breakthroughs to

type 1 diabetes and 
its complications
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Carol Wilcox Coker, 82, of Keokuk, IA, died Sunday, September 30, 2018 at her 
home.

She was born on April 26, 1936 in rural Roodhouse, IL, the daughter of Floyd and 
Mary Helen Jones Wilcox. She graduated from Roodhouse High School with the 

Class of 1954 and received her R.N. degree from Passavant Hospital 
in Jacksonville, IL.

On July 22, 1956, Carol was united in marriage to Lowell Edwin 
Coker in Roodhouse, IL. He preceded her in death on January 15, 
2007.

Carol had worked as a Registered Nurse at the Keokuk Area 
Hospital for 23 years and retired in 2001. She was a member of the 
Keokuk Area Hospital Auxiliary and had volunteered many hours at 
the Hospital Gift Shop.

She was a faithful member of the Evangelical Free Church in 
Keokuk and the Bible Babe’s Bible study group. She served on the 

missions committee for over 20 years and especially enjoyed hosting missionaries in 
her home.

Carol enjoyed flower gardening, working on jigsaw puzzles and spending time 
with friends and family. Carol was known for her compassion. She used this gift to 
help grieving and troubled people. Her grandchildren were her pride and joy and she 
cherished the times she was able to spend with them.

She is survived by her daughter, Susan Marie Gunnink and husband Brian of 
Clive, IA, one grandson, Ezekiel Gunnink of Iowa City, IA, and two granddaughters, 
Sophia Gunnink of Ottumwa, IA and Lillian Gunnink of Clive, IA.

Besides her husband she was also preceded in death by her parents, two sons, 
Richard Coker and David Coker and one sister, Helen Wilcox Ryder.

Funeral services will be held at 10:30 a.m., Thursday at the Evangelical Free 
Church in Keokuk with Pastors Jack Klose and Craig Burton officiating. Burial will 
be in the Oakland Cemetery in Keokuk.

Visitation will be held after 1 p.m., Wednesday at the Vigen Memorial Home in 
Keokuk with the family meeting with friends from 6 – 8 p.m.

Memorials may be made to the Evangelical Free Church in Keokuk or the Leuke-
mia and Lymphoma Society.

Online condolences may be left for the family at www.vigenmemorialhome.com.

CAROL WILCOX COKER

COKER

DALE HOLLIS PLOWMAN
Dale Hollis Plowman passed away on September 30, 2018 after a difficult battle 

with cancer.
He was born on January 13, 1941 at his family’s farm in Argyle, Iowa. Dale grew 

up and worked that very same farm in Argyle, Iowa with his best friend and sweet-
heart Annie Plowman, his wife of almost 30 years. They were mar-
ried in Trinity Lutheran Church in Carthage, Illinois on October 15, 
1988.

Surviving is his wife Annie Plowman, sister Vivian (Dwayne) Yag-
er, stepsons Dan (Francis) Druck and Collin (Betty) Druck, grand-
children Jessica and Alex Benning, Monica, Lindsay, Sophie (Chris), 
Collin J, Alexandra, Christina, and Eli Druck, great grandchildren 
Andrea, Tyler, Alexis, Jacob, Fox and Kit, niece Kaye (Robert) 
DeLange, nephew Jim Yager, great nephews Cole Spurgin, Ryan, Ty, 
Clair, and Blake Yager, aunt Irene Topping and uncles Butch Coates 
and Tom Tedrow.

His passing to God’s promise of everlasting life was preceded by his father Hollis 
“Pete” Plowman, his mother Ruth Ann Plowman, stepson William Druck and neph-
ew Dave Yager.

In his younger years, Dale was an exceptional basketball player and a small air-
plane pilot. He enjoyed traveling with his wife and friends to such places as Europe, 
Alaska, and Tennessee to name a few. He also has several hobbies such as dancing, 
bowling, and collecting antique toys including: tractors, carousels, cars, farm equip-
ment, cast iron stoves, and airplanes.

Dale and his wonderful dry sense of humor, quiet demeanor, positive loving atti-
tude and giving, helpful nature will be deeply missed more than words can describe 
by those who knew and loved him.

Dale and Annie were truly blessed by the support they received during his brave, 
hard-fought battle with cancer. To the end, Dale maintained his sweet, wonderful, 
unselfish demeanor… worried about those he loved instead of himself. Annie would 
like to give a special thanks to all their friends and family, the staff at Great River 
Medical and Fort Madison Hospice who were extremely supportive through their 
most difficult time.

Open viewing will be available on Wednesday, October 3, 2018 from 12:00 p.m. 
noon to 7:00 p.m. at Schmitz Funeral Home in Donnellson, Iowa. Visitation will be 
held Thursday, October 4, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. with services starting at 2:00 p.m. Burial 
services will follow at Evangelical Cemetery west of Donnellson, Iowa. A Gathering 
of Remembrance will be held at Argyle Presbyterian Church thereafter.

Contributions may be made to the Central Lee Chapter of Future Farmers of 
America in Dale Plowman’s name.

Schmitz Funeral Home of Donnellson is assisting the family with arrangements. 
Online condolences to the family may be left at www.schmitzfuneralhomes.com.

PLOWMAN

ROSALENE KRAMER
Rosalene Kramer, 93, of Salem, Iowa passed away at 1:35 p.m. on Monday, 
October 1, 2018 at Park Place Elder Living in Mount Pleasant, Iowa. Services 
pending with Schmitz Funeral Home in West Point.

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries at no charge to funeral homes and they 
run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are also run as 
submitted by the funeral homes.

It is that time again to complete our 
Community Health Needs Assessment 
(CHNA) process and develop our new 
Health Improvement Plan (HIP) for Lee 
County.  Lee County Health Depart-
ment, Fort Madison Community Hos-
pital, and UnityPoint Health - Keokuk 
have again partnered to do the CHNA.  

The first phase of this process was the 

coordination of a community wide sur-
vey.  Over 1,050 surveys were completed 
and the results have been compiled.

The next phase of the process is 
hosting a community partnership fo-
rum meeting to assess available county 
level data, analyze the community-wide 

Lee County Community Health Needs 
Assessment forum set

See HEALTH , page 4
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For the Record/Weather

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
TUE 02 Oct

Rainy
High – 70.6º F | Low – 67.1º F

WED 03 Oct

Light Rain
High– 79.6º F | Low – 76.9º F

THU 04 Oct

Rainy
High– 56.0º F | Low – 50.1º F

FRI 05 Oct

Heavy Rain
High – 69.5º F | Low – 57.2º F

SAT 06 Oct

Heavy Rain
High– 54.4º F | Low – 44.3º F

OpenWeatherMap

We make moving 
easy.

Click this ad to learn more
about our home loan options.

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

09/28/18 - 9:30 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police cited Bradly 
Gene Bennett, 42, of Keokuk, 
in the 4800 block of Avenue 
O, on a charge of driving 
under suspension. He was 
released with a court date.
09/28/18 - 1:27 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
700 block of Avenue F.
09/28./18 - 4:24 p.m. Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a hit and run in 
the 5400 block of Avenue O.
09.28.18 - 4:35 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a stolen vehicle in 
the 400 block of Avenue E,
09/28/18 - 4:35 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a burglary in 
the 300 block of Avenue E.
09/28/18 - 5:09 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
2100 block of Avenue H.
09/28/18 - 10:10 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
2100 block of Hwy. 61.
09/29/18 - 4:35 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Stephen Edward Winn, 41, of 
Fort Madison, in the 500 block 
of 5th Street on a charges 
of driving while barred and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia. He was released 
on his own recognizance.
09/29/18 - 5:15 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police cited Renee 
Alice Kimbrough, 51, of Fort 
Madison in the 4500 block 
of Avenue O on a charge of 
driving under suspension. He 
was released upon citation.
09/29/18 - 8:00 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 

the 1500 block of Avenue C.
09/29/18 - 12:22 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 800 block of Avenue E
09/29/18 - 2:00 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a vandalism in 
the 2200 block of Avenue F.
09/29/18 - 4:30 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Stoney Keelan Two Eagles 
Morse, 27, of Fort Madison 
in the 1500 block of Avenue 
M, on a charge of trespass-
ing. She was released on 
her own recognizance.
09/30/18 - 10:33 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of vandalism in th 
2700 block of Avenue O.
09/30/18 - 10:01 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested 
Jermaine Kelly Thurmond, 
47, of Keokuk, in the 1700 
block of Avenue H, on a 
charge of driving while 
barred. He was released 
with a promise to appear.
09/30/18 - 11:27 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police arrested Cole 
Stephen Salazar, 26, of Fort 
Madison, at Riverview Park on 
charges of possession of drug 
paraphernalia, possession of 
controlling substance, and car-
rying weapons. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail and held.
09/30/18 - 11:56 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a stolen bicycle in 
the 1600 block of 35th Street.
09/30/18 - 11:23 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 1900 block of Avenue E.
10/01/18 - 5:59 a.m - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a stolen bicycle in 
the 1600 block of Avenue H.
10/01/18 - 9:52 a.m - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 1900 block of Avenue H.

10/01/18 - 10:15 a.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 4800 block of Avenue O.

Lee County 
Sheriff’s Report

09/28/18 - 2:27 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff depu-
ties arrested Janey Lynn 
Wineinger, 33, of Keokuk in 
the 800 block of Johnson 
Street Road in Keokuk, on 
a warrant for violation of no 
contact order. She was taken 
to the Lee County Jail and 
released after paying a fine.
09/29/18 - 2:00 a.m. - Lee 

County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested William Jay Kirchner, 
Jr., 29, of Burlington, at the 
sheriff’s office on warrants for 
providing false ID, driving under 
suspension, failure to use seat 
belts, and no proof of financial 
liability. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.
09/29/18 - 12:44 p.m - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Tyler Keith Jennings, 
31, of Montrose on two war-
rants for violation of probation 
and a warrant for operating 
a vehicle without owner’s 
consent. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.

09/30/18 - 12:40 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident where a vehicle driven 
by Carson Avery Donaldson, 
18, of Fort Madison, struck a 
boulder in the middle of the 
road and had to be towed. 
No injuries or citations were 
issued at the scene.
09/30/18 - 6:43 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident on Hwy 61, where 
a vehicle driven by Kristen 
Augusta Grace McClain, 23, 
of Keokuk, was reportedly 
forced from the road by an 

unidentified motorcycle and ran 
into the median. A minor injury 
was reported at the scene. 
No citations were issued.
09/30/18 - 8:21 p.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident near mile marker 22 
on Hwy. 61 where a vehicle 
driven by Brooke Marie Wade, 
20, of Keokuk, struck a deer 
and then entered the median. 
The vehicle had to be towed 
and Wade was cited for no 
proof of financial liability.
Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/loans/home
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Backyard composting improves soil quality 
& makes for healthier plants!

These backyard compost bins were made by students
at the Keokuk Christian Academy & are now available for purchase.

Contact the administration building
at 1-800-216-2370

to purchase one today!

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous Waste Unit

is open
Monday through Friday

8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

EUGENE “CURLY” H. FAETH
Eugene “Curly” H. Faeth, 95, of Ft. Madison passed away at 12:42 PM on Sunday, 

September 30, 2018 at Trinity Hospital in Bettendorf with both of his granddaughters 
by his side.

He was born on August 15, 1923 in Ft. Mad-
ison to Harvey and Marion Muerhoff Faeth.  
Curly married Alice Recktenwald and during 
their twenty plus years of  marriage they had six 
children; they later divorced. On September 29, 
1969 he married Helen I. Decker in Las Vegas, 
NV and she passed away on July 30, 2006.  Curly worked at DuPont 
and retired after thirty seven years of service.  He served in the US 
Army during WWII.  He was a member of the Ft. Madison Senior 
Citizens and the Eagles Club.  Curly enjoyed square dancing, work-

ing on his home and yard, bowling and he grew fabulous tomatoes.  He was a very 
active member at the Newberry Center and played countless games of euchre over the 
years.  Curly loved telling jokes and his sense of humor was one of his greatest assests. 

Survivors include his children, Jaclyn Faeth of Tucson, AZ, Richard Faeth of Mar-
shalltown, IA, Catherine Faeth of Tucson, AZ and Collette (Tim) Mason of Santa Bar-
bara, CA; two grandchildren, Lucia Scott Wilcher of Davenport and Shannan Faeth 
Garcia of Bettendorf and two great granddaughters, Faith and Grace.  He was preced-
ed in death by his parents, wife Helen; two sons, David and Jon and a sister, Rose.

The Celebration of Life will be held on Thursday, October 4, 2018 at 2 PM at King-
Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory with Rev. Dean Graber officiating.  The family will 
meet with friends from 1-2 PM.  Burial will follow in Soldiers’ Circle, Oakland Ceme-
tery with military rites performed by the Ft. Madison Veterans Honor Guard.

A memorial has been established for the Newberry Center and online condolences 
may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

FAETH

EVE M. POWER
Eve M. Power, 61, of Ft. Madison passed away on Friday, September 28, 2018 at 

5:57 PM at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics due to a bowel perforation 
and sepsis.

She was born on July 2, 1957 in Ft. Madison, IA to Richard and 
Phyllis Hutson Power. Eve never married.  She worked at Hardee’s 
and McDonald’s for many years.  Eve enjoyed crocheting and knit-
ting various crafts, watching old TV shows and enjoyed everyone’s 
dogs and cats.

Survivors include one sister, Carol (Lynn) Parson of Ft. Madison, 
one brother, John (Anita) Power of Morning Sun, IA; nieces, Car-
la (Tom) McEntee of Dallas City and Carrie (Corey) Fraise of Ft. 
Madison; nephews, Craig Parson of Ft. Madison and Dale (Katrina) 
Power of Franklin; uncles, Doc(Rose) Power of Corpus Christi, TX 
and E. Dale Hutson of Huntsville, AL and several cousins.  She was 

preceded in death by her parents, grandparents; aunt Norma Hitch; uncles Tommy 
Power, Bob and Mike “Dave” Hutson and cousins, Jamie and Carrie Hutson.

Per her wishes, cremation has been entrusted to King-Lynk Funeral Home & 
Crematory.  A celebration of life will be held on Saturday, October 20, 2018 from 2-4 
PM at the Community Room at Eagle Bluff Apartments.

A memorial has been established for PAW Animal Shelter and online condolences 
may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

POWER

survey results, and then identify 2-4 priority health needs to work on in the next 
few years.  The group will be asked to share their ideas for improvement strategies 
and activities they are willing to work on for improving the priority health needs.  
Our first community partnership meeting will be held on October 4, 2018 at 1:00 
pm at the Montrose Riverfront, Inc., 201 N. 1str Street, Montrose, Iowa.  Additional 
planning meetings may be scheduled if needed.  Please RSVP by email at mross@
leecountyhd.org or call LCHD at 800-458-6672.

Our goal will be to have the Health Improvement Plan completed and approved by 
involved partners and adopted by our Lee County Board of Health by January 2019.  
If you have any questions about the process please call LCHD at 800-458-6672. 

HEALTH - Continued from Page 2

Forum Thursday in Montrose
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535 Avenue G
Fort Madison, IA

Monday thru Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

319-372-2478

www.griffinmuffler.com Like us on Facebook!

$25 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $250 or More

$50 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $500 or More

$75 OFF 
Any Repair or Maintenance

Order $750 or More
Excludes tires and batteries.

Cannot combine with any other
offers. One time use. Valid for

a limited time only!

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

$10 OFF
OIL CHANGE

Includes FREE
Seasonal Check Up:

√Battery     √Suspension
√All Fluid Levels

√Radiator & Coolant
√Tires Lights

√PLUS Road Test

FREE 
Nationwide 

Road Hazard 
• FREE Alignment Check

• FREE Tire Disposal
• FREE Brake Inspection

WITH THE PURCHASE OF A 
SET OF ANY 4 TIRES

*For faster service, please call
ahead for an appointment.

Cannot combine with any other 
offers. Valid for a limited time only!

Offer good with coupon only. Not 
valid with other offers. See store for

details. Expires 10/31/18.

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

Mention this coupon
at time of service!

Get Your Vehicle Ready For Winter 
With Griffin’s Fall Car Care Specials! 

when you buy a new set of 4 Cooper tires. 

HURRY!!
OFFER ENDS 

October 31st, 2018

Get 
up 
to $100 Cooper Tires 

Prepaid Card

WIN~A~TRIP

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY! Stop by and register at Griffins during regular business hours. 
Registration ends October 31st. Drawing to be held in November. See store for details.

To Any Destination You Desire!
PLUS
REGISTER TO WIN

YOUR DREAM

VACATION!!!

Experience the Difference
 • Ask Patty* Female Friendly Certified
 • Free Pick Up & Delivery in Ft. Madison
 • ASE Certified Technicians
 • Honest & Reliable Service
 • Online Scheduling & Digital Inspection Reports
 • Customer Referral Program
 • Earn credit with every service
 • AND SO MUCH MORE!!! 

5% of every invoice, sales tax
excluded, will be added to your
Griffin Gratitude Card to use for
future services up to 50% Off!
Plus receive $25 for every new
customer you refer to Griffins!

Join Griffin’s 
Gratitude 

Rewards Program!

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
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From the Front/Classifieds

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

HELP WANTEDPUBLIC NOTICES

NOW HIRING
(Fort Madison)

General Operator
Job # 198591W-01

We Offer Competitive Wages 
and  Comprehensive

Benefits Package

Apply Online at:
www.dupont.com/careers

Under Search Jobs: Click - 
US Experienced Profession-
als under “SEARCH JOBS”
Enter job # for information 

and requirements
   

On-line applications
accepted for a limited time

DuPont is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

DuPont is an
E-Verify Employer

DuPont supports the
“I Hire Vets” program

Turning Hope into Reality

(319) 372-4040
Click here for our listings.

Lee County Health Department has a number of 
programs to help you in every stage of your life. 

To learn more about the following programs 
visit us online by clicking this ad. 

• Hospice 
• Homecare
 • Wellness

• Senior Health
• Environmental Health

• 1st Five 
• HOPES 

• I-Smile Silver®
• Immunizations

• Child / Adolescent Health

Touching the Community with Care
#3 John Bennet Drive • Fort Madison, IA

(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572
www.leecountyhd.org

LEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Promoting Health Throughout the Lifespan

• Emergency Preparedness

Beautiful Fall Decor, Soaps, Lotions, Candles, Linens
Apple Cider, Apples, Jams, Salsas, Pickles

Small Pumpkins, Squash and Gourds

618 7th Street | Fort Madison, Iowa | 319-470-7375
Visit us online www.harvestvillefarm.com/mercantile

Hours: M - F 10am - 5pm and Saturdays 10am - 3pm

Harvestville Farm Mercantile

of the hairdresser, Truvy. Baier was in the first production of Steel Magnolias in 
1995 when she was eighteen. At that time she played the role of Shelby, which her 
daughter, Bella Baier, now plays in the 2018 rendition of the play.

Corrine Keenan, who played the part of Annelle, is a first-timer in the Old Fort 
Player Productions.

“I liked wearing different wigs, it was fun seeing how I looked. It’s a lot of fun.” 
says Keenan.

Overall, I loved this play and it’s cast.
You can see this play yourself at the OFP Playhouse at 725 Avenue G on Oct. 5-7 

and the 12-14. All shows are at 7:30 p.m., except for Sundays which start at 2 p.m. I 
fully recommend taking a trip downtown to enjoy this beautiful play sponsored by 
Jim Baier Ford Lincoln in Fort Madison.

For ticket information contact the playhouse at 372-9559 or message OFP staff 
on their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/oldfortplayers/.

PLAYHOUSE - Continued from Page 1

OFP’s Steel Magnolias 
runs next two weekends

in Fort Madison or mailed to the Lee County Auditor, P.O Box 190, Fort Madison, 
IA 52627.

A voter may also request a ballot on paper no smaller than 3 inches by 5 inches 
and must contain the voter’s name, mailing address, date of birth, signature and the 
name of the election for which the voter is requesting a ballot. Requests must be 
received by 5:00 P.M., Saturday, October 27th.

Requests may be faxed to 319-372-7033 or emailed to auditor@leecounty.org . 
However, the original document must be received by the Auditor’s Office in order 
for the ballot to be counted. If mailed, it must be received by November 5, 2018. If 
hand delivered, it must be received in the Auditor’s Office before the polls close at 
9:00 P.M. on Election Day.

Voted ballots may be returned by mail, but must be postmarked no later than 
Monday, November 5, 2018 and received by 12:00 Noon on Tuesday, November 13, 
2018. Prepaid postage is affixed to all ballot return envelopes. The voter’s ballot may 
be hand delivered to the County Auditor’s Office before 9:00 P.M., Election Day, 
November 6, 2018, by the voter or any person the voter designates.

Anyone having questions regarding absentee voting may contact the Auditor’s 
office at 319/372-3705.

ELECTION - Continued from Page 1

Auditor outlines general election 
absentee guidelines

PUBLIC NOTICE
Lee County, Iowa

Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting

Agenda
DATE: TUESDAY, 

October 2, 2018
MEETING 

CONVENING TIME:
9:00 A.M.

LOCATION:
Correctional Center
2530 255th Street,

Montrose, IA 
AGENDA

Pledge of Allegiance 
Approve Agenda 
Consider Approval of 

September 25, 2018 Board 
Minutes 

Consider Approval of 
Claims 

Public Input 
Domestic Violence Aware-

ness Month Proclamation 
Discuss and Consider 

Approval of Investigating 
Possibility of Transitioning 
Lincoln Ridge under Lee 
County Authority

Consider Approval of 
Memorandum of Under-
standing with Sheriff”s Unit 

Consider Approval of 

Resolution Appropriating 
Pilot Payment to General 
Fund 

Consider Approval of 
Class C Liquor License for 
Boonies Bar and Grill, Fort 
Madison Consider Appoint-
ment to Revolving Loan 
Fund Committee 

Reports:
A. Commission of Veteran 

Affairs Minutes of Meeting
B. Manure Management 

Annual Update for Tony 
Mertens in Cedar Township

Commission or Commit-
tee Reports

Adjourn

PUBLIC MEETING -
CITIZENS WELCOME

Workshop to follow
 

Vision and hearing
assistance available

upon request

Contact Title VI
Administrator
319-372-3705

County Website: 
www.leecounty.org

Shawna Ross, Sales & Marketing Consultant
sross@pencitycurrent.com
319.470.0622 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com
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Classifieds

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook
1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

1135 Ave. E | Wednesday-Saturday | 5:00pm

Parts
Labor
(That’s Chaz & Ned)

&
Fri., Oct. 5
7pm-10pm

FARMERS MARKET•Rain

shine!or

Every Monday • 4-6pm
Fort Madison Depot • 814 10th Street

• Fresh fruits & vegetables
• Homemade pastries & pies
• & so much more!

(319) 372-5471Like us on Facebook Click this ad for details

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

Agent Info

If someone is hurt on your property, is your 
business protected? 

Umbrella coverage can help reduce the risk of paying 
claim costs beyond where your business insurance 
liability limits stop. Schedule a SuperCheck® today 
because when your world is protected – it’s business  
as usual.

Don’t Let 
Your Business 

Slip Away

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Disclosure

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC109 (4-17)
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IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

Runge’s
Mow it or Move It

Lawn care and household clean up
2090 Keokuk Street #59
Hamilton, Illinois 62341
Jrjasonrunge@gmail.com
623-640-4177 cell

Jason Runge,
owner

We will:
• Mow and landscape 
your yard

• Move small loads
• Hall away unwanted 
items

Call now for estimate!
Jason 623-640-4177

Nissa Rung, Sales & Marketing Consultant
n.rung@pencitycurrent.com
319.520.8953 

Fort Madison’s 24/7 All Digital Source for News & Advertising • www.pencitycurrent.com
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 Touching the Community with Care
 

#3 John Bennet Drive • Fort Madison, IA 
(319)372-5225 or (800)458-5572

 
www.leecountyhd.org 

Lee County Health Department
2018 Flu Clinic Schedule:

fight 
FLU

http://www.leecountyhd.org/index.php/flu-schedule/
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From the Front/Lottery Numbers

previous weeks to discuss 
the options for the next 
attempt. Wondra said the 
subcommittee met with a 
preferred provider from a 
list of construction man-
agement agencies pro-
vided by the Iowa Asso-
ciation of School Boards, 
to see how a CMA could 
help get the referendum 
passed and the school 
built.

He said DLR Group, 
the architect firm that 
handled both the last two 
referendum attempts, was 
not asked to be part of the 
process.

Wondra said after look-
ing at what a CMA does 
and hearing from the firm 
off the IASB list, the com-
mittee realized they had 
two really good firms here 
in southeast Iowa that 
could do the same thing, 
which would help reduce 
the costs of the project.

 “Going through that is 
why we recommended a 
construction management 
firm,” Wondra said. “And 
we had two great ones 
right here locally. We saw 
that was the same thing 
these local companies did 
and they would have that 

local ownership and buy 
in. The thought to starting 
with a clean slate is to try 
and bring the cost down 
and get that bond passed. 
Get it done.”

Carl A. Nelson present-
ed first to the board and 
outlined how they would 
see the project through 
from pre-bond planning, 
preconstruction, con-
struction, and closing 
out the processes. The 
construction management 
group manages the whole 
project from forming 
committees to helping 
facilitate information to 
the community through 
working with contractors, 
sub contractors, and ven-
dors. Their fee comes in 
the way of a percentage of 
the project cost at differ-
ent phases.

Dan Culp of Fort Mad-
ison, a co-owner of Nel-
son, outlined the scope of 
the firm’s services, with 
the help of several other 
specialists and owners at 
the company. The compa-
ny would charge approx-
imately a half percent of 
the construction costs in 
the pre-bonding phases. 
However Culp said the 

firm would waive that fee 
if the bond failed.

Carl A. Nelson would 
then be paid 3.25% of the 
total construction cost 
plus what project spe-
cialist Chris Smith called 
“general conditions” 
which would include 
any Carl A. Nelson staff 
labor charges on site and 
any equipment costs for 
trucks or trailers on the 
site. Smith said a project 
superintendent would be 
on site at all times and 
other staff may be on site 
at various times during a 
work week, and the proj-
ect would take roughly a 
year to complete.

Figuring the pre-bond-
ing and construction 
percentages at 3.75%, on 
the projected cost of the 
2018 new elementary 
school, Nelson would 
stand to make about $1.13 
million, not including the 
general condition charges. 
However, both Smith 
and Culp showed where 
construction management 
agencies have a track 
record of reducing con-
struction costs, as well as 
duplication of service fees 
by subcontractors. Smith 

showed several sides of 
educational construction 
and renovation projects 
where costs came in sev-
eral million dollars under 
budget.

Tony Baxter, President 
of Baxter Construction, 
along with Vice President 
Michael Baxter, Jeremy 
Butts, vice president of 
preconstruction and Rob 
Knight a project execu-
tive, outlined very similar 
services. Tony Baxter em-
phasized with the board 
that they had information 

about what did and didn’t 
work with the last election 
and had some ideas on 
not just passing the refer-
endum, but passing it by a 
large margin.

Michael Baxter present-
ed two different options 
for fees for their services 
which included a 1% 
waiveable pre-construc-
tion service fee and a 4% 
construction fee, both off 
the total project cost, and 
then general conditions, 
plus a 50% split in any 
savings in the contingency 
fund, which Baxter said 
typically carries about 5% 
to 6% of the total cost. Us-
ing the same 2018 figure 
of $30 million that would 
generate at $1.5 million 
management fee,  plus 
contingencies, and the 
bonus structure.

Baxter then offered an 
option where the district 
and Baxter’s negotiate a 
lump sum fee for the en-
tire project and then split 
the savings in the contin-
gency fund.

 “It incentivizes the con-
tractor not to increase the 
contract price. We lock 
in our general conditions 
and lock in our fee, add 

a set amount, and that’s 
what it will be throughout 
the project,” Michael Bax-
ter said. “Our fee doesn’t 
increase. We take the risk 
from the owner and put it 
on our shoulders.”

Tony Baxter said the 
firm actually prefers to 
the do the lump sum 
arrangement.

Wondra said he wasn’t 
surprised by the costs 
associated with hiring the 
management firm.

 “It’s kind of what we 
expected. It’s about the 
same as the architec-
ture firm was, actually. 
It’s kind of one of those 
things that you have to 
pay for the service, but 
these could help bring the 
cost down.”

Wondra said the board 
isn’t favorable to another 
bond effort in April.

“Last time we learned 
April is probably not a 
good time to do this. 
I’ve heard through the 
grapevine that Central 
Lee may be looking at 
doing theirs in April and 
we want to try not to, like 
last time, compete against 
each other and people get 
misinformation.”

District hoping firm can reduce project costs
SCHOOL - Continued from Page 1 “It’s kind of 

one of those 
things that you 
have to pay for 
the service, but 
these could help 

bring the cost 
down.”
 -Tim Wondra, 
FMCSD Board 

president
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Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670
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