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St. Paul’s is new home for holiday Santa Store
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The celebrated and unique Fort 
Madison Santa Store is gearing up again for the annual 
children’s shopping season.

P.A.W. animal shelter Director Sandy Brown, who’s 
been a part of the children’s shopping event since its 
inception 10 years ago, said this year’s event will take 
place at the St. Paul Lutheran Church on the corner of 
19th Street and Avenue I.

Proceeds from this year’s event will go to the services 
the animal shelter provides.

    “This is our first year as far as P.A.W. organizing 
the event, but it’s my 10th year,” Brown said. “This is a 
fundraiser for the animal shelter and all the money will 

got to P.A.W.”
The event was created in 2008 as a fundraising mech-

anism for the city’s Convention and Visitors’ Bureau 
and that group was disbanded, but the fundraiser kept 
going.

When the money stopped going to CVB, the 
five-member board putting the shopping spree on split 
the money and donated it to their favorite local charity.

The store will be open on Dec. 1 and Dec. 8 from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and children ages 3 to 10 can come 
in and pick six gifts for $5. Staff on hand will wrap 
and bag the gifts. Parents are not allowed to shop with 
the children. Volunteer elves will escort the children 
through the tables of gifts and help them get everything 
wrapped and ready to put under the tree at home.

Brown said the volunteers are looking for gently 

used donations for the store, but no clothing can be 
accepted. Donations can be dropped at the church on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. and 
on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon. They can also be 
delivered to the P.A.W. animal shelter during normal 
business hours 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Brown said, in special circumstances, a pick up of 
donations can be arranged if necessary, but volun-
teers prefer to have the donations dropped off.

    “We also welcome monetary donations that we 
can earmark for sponsorships of children. We do 
have families with four or five children that can’t 
afford the $5 per child and we use those donations 
to sponsor children,” Brown said. “We want to make 

See HOLIDAY, page 3

Class 1A State Volleyball Championship

Freesmeier polishing 
her legacy at HTC

I can’t drive 55...or 65 for that matter, there’s just 
too much to do.

This week I’ve made the mind-numbing trek to the 
U.S. Cellular Center in Cedar Rapids on what will be 
three straight days following the won-
derful unfolding story of the girls in 
blue that smack that freakin’ pink, gray, 
and white leather ball all over the place 
- so fast, I might add, that I can’t get 
stoppage on my Canon. That bugs me. 
But Emily Box... that’s my problem - not 
yours.

On Thursday night I had to put The Beast (that’s 
my wife’s Toyota FJ Cruiser) in 4-high because of 
the slushy roads, and had to slow to 45 going down 
Highway 103. That REALLY bugs me. I had to stop to 
get the ever-forming ice off my wipers. I have three of 
those stupid little things and neither one could handle 
the elements. Puny wipers.

But in all that extra time and sliding, slushing, and 
cussing, I kept coming back to how this smaller squad 
of Crusaders keeps knocking off these physically big-
ger volleyball squads.

I don’t know volleyball very well. I still have to 
ask Head Coach Melissa Freesmeier technical ques-
tions...”So... that was a serve, right?” “What’s this ‘rally’ 

VANDENBERG

See FREESMEIER, page 4

Holy Trinity takes Class 1A 
runner-up trophy

Your 2018 Class 1A State Title Runner-Up Holy Trinity Crusaders
Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

See story on page 5
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Touching the Community with Care

#3 John Bennett Drive, Fort Madison
(319) 372-5225 . www.leecountyhd.org

15-Month CD Special
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OBITUARIES

GERALDINE GREGG GROSS
Geraldine Gregg Gross, 100, of Fort Madison, IA, passed away at 6:15 a.m. on 

Thursday, November 8, 2018 at The Kensington.  She was born on October 20, 1918 
in Burlington, IA to Hiram G. & Elizabeth A. Meierotto Chesnut.  
She married Ott K. Gregg on September 28, 1943.  He preceded her 
in death on March 26, 1975.  She then married C. Walter Gross on 
November 25, 1978.  He preceded her in death on December 5, 1991.  
She retired as an operator for International Resistance Company 
with 32 years of service.  She was a member of Holy Family Parish, 
C.L.A. and Good Hope Rebekah Lodge.

Geraldine is survived by: 1-son: Thomas (Deborah) Gregg of 
Wever, IA; 2-daughters: Carolyn (Robert) Woolever of Davis, IL & 
Victoria (Bernard) Stephenson of Fort Madison, IA; 3-step daugh-
ters: Josephine (David) Kreuzenstein of Burlington, IA, Edna (Ed) 
Van Lieu of Powhaten, VA & Elaine (Tony) Dixon of West Burling-

ton, IA; 7-grandchildren; 5-step grandchildren & 10-great grandchildren.  She was 
preceded in death by: her parents, both husbands, 4-great grandchildren, 2-brothers 
& 1-sister.

The family will receive friends from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, November 11, 
2018 with a Rebekah Lodge service to be held at 4:30, immediately followed by a 
rosary, at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory.  The funeral mass will be held at 
10:00 a.m. on Monday, November 12, 2018 at Ss. Mary & Joseph Church with Rev. 
Mark P. Spring officiating.  Burial will be held at Fairview Cemetery.  A memorial 
has been established for Holy Family Parish or Fort Madison Community Hospital 
Hospice.  Online condolences to the family may be left at the King-Lynk Funeral 
Home & Crematory website: www.kinglynk.com.

GROSS

For the Record
Fort Madison 
Police Report

11/8/18 - 7:43 p.m. - Fort 
Madison police cited Wyatt Lee 
McWhorter, 24, of Fort Madison 
at the police station on charges 
of no vehicle registration, no in-
surance, striking an unattended 
vehicle, failure to maintain con-
trol and driving while revoked. 
He was released upon citation.
11/8/18 - 1:31 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police respond-
ed to a report of vandal-
ism 15 Storms Court.
11/8/18 - 2:35 p.m.- Fort 
Madison Police responded to 
a report of a burglary in the 
1600 block of 34th Street.
11/8/18 - 3:38 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a property 
damage accident in the 
500 block of 7th Street.
11/8/18 - 7:24 p.m. - Fort 
Madison Police responded 
to a report of a vandalism in 
the 1100 block of Avenue E.
11/8/18 - 11:38 p.m. - Fort 

Madison Police responded to 
a report of a larceny/theft in 
the 3000 block of Avenue N.

Lee County
Sheriff’s Report

11/8/18 - no time listed - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Christopher Ed-
ward Capps Guzman, 19 
of Fort Madison, at the 
sheriff’s office on warrants 
for violation of probation.
11/8/18 - 10:53 a.m. -Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Alexis Paige Pumphrey, 20, 
of Fort Madison in the 3000 
block of Hwy. 103 on a charge 
of interference with official 
acts. She was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and released 
on a promise to appear.
11/8/18 - 11:18 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Adam James Huss, 
30, of Fort Madison in the 3000 
block of Hwy. 103, on a warrant 
for trespassing. He was taken 
to Lee County Jail and held.
11/8/18 - 12:32 p.m. - Lee 

County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Sylvia Mary Bittner, 
35, of Keokuk, no arrest 
location provided, on a warrant 
for failure to appear. She 
was released on bond.
11/9/18 - 5:05 a.m. - Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrested Teresa Hull Meierotto, 
50, of Fort Madison in the 2800 
block of Hwy. 103, on a charge 
of operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated. She was taken to 
the Lee County Jail and held.
11/9/18 - 7:47 a.m. - Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Phillip Christopher Schulte, 32, 
of Hamilton, Ill., on a judgment 
entry. He was taken to the 
Lee County Jail and held.

Those listed above are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Fort Madison Fire & 
Rescue Report

11/8/18 - Fort Madison firefight-
ers responded to two burn com-
plaints and two medical calls.

Got a news tip?
Call Chuck (319)371.1670

http://www.leecountyhd.org
https://www.leecountybank.com/services-tools/tools/rates.html#cds
http://www.kinglynk.com
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National Recycling Day is November 15th
Now is the time to start preparing our world for a better future!

JOIN THE MOVEMENT!
Implement these

simple steps
to create

a healthy footprint!

Create
Space

Create an indoor space
for all your  recyclables.
Recycling bins available
at our Fort Madion &

Keokuk facilities.

Reuse
Instill new life
into items you

would normally
throw away.

Go
Paperless
Decrease your need
for paper products.
Choose paperless

statements, use digital
shopping lists & other

documents.
Compost

Go
Waste Free

Make a conscious 
effort to stop using 

your waste bin. Recycle 
or compost any items 

that have an end-of-life 
solution.

Build or purchase a 
composting bin for 
food & yard waste. 
Use your compost-
ed goods to build a 
healthy garden in 

the spring.

Buy
Recyclables

Only purchase what’s 
made to be recycled. Look 
for the recycling symbol 

on the packaging.

Backyard
composting

improves soil
quality & makes 

for healthier 
plants!

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

May your holidays be 
merry and bright.

Harvestville Farm Christmas Season
Nov. 17 - Dec. 23

Mondays - Saturdays 9am - 5pm
Sundays 11am - 4pm

The Pitchfork Café  
Mondays - Saturdays 11am - 2pm

beginning Nov. 26

Pictures with Santa
Saturday, Dec. 15 from 10am -  2pm

Harvestville Farm
1977 Hwy. 2, Donnellson • 319-470-1558

info@harvestvillefarm.com •www.harvestvillefarm.com

CURRENT-LEE

Veteran’s Breakfast at Sunnybrook
Each month on the third Tuesday of the month, Sunnybrook Assisted 
Living hosts a Veteran’s Breakfast from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. at 5025 River Valley 
Road in Fort Madison.

Community Blood Drives
The following are November Fort Madison blood drives;  Fort Madison 
Housing Authority Blood Drive from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Nov. 12 in the Hill-
view Community Room at 1102 48th Street. Contact Pati Toops to donate. 
Nov. 13 at the Madison from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. in the Activities center. Con-
tact Janelle Case at 470-4011. Lincoln Elementary gymnasium on Nov. 15 
from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. - contact LeAnn Cashman at 372-2896; Fort Madi-
son Public Library, 1920 Avenue F.- contact Blood center at 800-747-5401 
ext. 1281.

Thanksgiving 101
The Fort Madison Public Library will host author 
Rick Rodgers “Thanksgiving 101”, in a discussion 
Thanksgiving recipes Nov. 13 at 5:30 p.m.

RSVP Nutrition Class
RSVP/United Way of the Great River Region 
is hosting a free-nutrition class at the Resource 
Center, 3421 Avenue L in Fort Madison on Nov. 
14 from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. To sign up call 319-372-
8043 or stop by the center.

Senior Community BINGO at The Kensington
Each month on the second Wednesday of the month, The Kensington 
hosts Senior Community BINGO at 2:00 p.m. in their dining room at 2210 
Avenue H in Fort Madison. All seniors are welcome and cash prizes are 
awarded.

Business After Hours
The Kensington and the Fort Madison Chamber are hosting a Business Af-
ter Hours on Nov. 15 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Kensington 2210 Avenue 
H in Fort Madison, to celebrate the Kensington’s 15th year in business in 
Fort Madison.

sure the families that can’t afford it have the opportu-
nity.”

There will also be open hours on Dec. 10th and 11th 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. where the public can come in and 
shop at the $5-for-six gift rate, but Brown said there 
will also be some other items that will be priced to sell.

For more information on this year’s Santa Store, call 
Brown at 319-470-3291.

HOLIDAY - Continued from Page 1

Proceeds benefit 
P.A.W. shelter

Pen City Current will list your event in this highly visible CURRENT-LEE sec-
tion in increments of 25 words for $15. Add a photo for $5. Non-profit organiza-
tions are eligible for the reduced rate of $10 per 25 words and $3 per photo. To 
place your listing, click here or call Lee at (319)371.4125.

CURRENT-LEE

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.harvestvillefarm.com


scoring and when the heck did that start?”
But one thing keeps coming back to me. This lady, 

who looks all of 30, but has been coaching longer than 
that - she knows volleyball. And very well.

I asked Holy Trinity Catholic Athletic Director John 
Goetz before the Crusaders knocked off 2nd-seeded 
Gehlen Catholic on Thursday to advance to the Class 
1A title match on Friday - “Howz come our girls never 

get called for carries and doubles, John?”. I know he 
thought of back-handing me, but gently said, “Don’t 
say that. DO NOT SAY THAT!...you’ll jinx us. They 
are coached very, very well.”

We got called for two doubles Thursday night. I 
know he shot me a look, but I wasn’t dumb enough 
to look up from my notes. Then I added salt to the 
wound by tweeting that HTC was one set away from 
a shot at the championship. After I hit “send now” I 
looked across at John who’s face was in his phone. I 
hope he was trolling Brietbart.

I’ve interviewed presidential candidates, national 
musicians, scumbag murderers, and broke a story on 
the largest national beef recall of its time. I’m a sea-
soned reporter, dare I say journalist. I am not intimi-
dated.

Melissa Freesmeier intimidates me.
She’s been coaching almost as long as the Daily 

Democrat’s Chrii-is Faulk-ner clap....clap...clapclap-
clap has been covering Fort Madison sports. Just let 
that simmer for a moment... (and please refer to the 
“looks all of 30” comment exactly three paragraphs 
above).

I watched Wednesday night against Montezuma 
and I realized what it was that makes this, and past 
Holy Trinity Catholic volleyball teams, so tough to 
beat. They know “how” to play within the nuances of 
the moment...the opposing players weaknesses and 
strengths, the court, the officials... the environment. 
Montezuma got beat up on a lot of carry calls and 
double hits that kept giving HTC side outs. (See, I’m 
learning - side out: when a team scores a point and 
takes control of the serve).

These girls in blue drill... a lot, and therefore don’t 
get caught up in the smaller errors that can plague 
other teams. I suspect the perennial powerhouse 
Janesville Wildcats are fairly well-versed in not car-
rying or doubling, too. Top-seeded Janesville stands 
between Holy Trinity Catholic and its second state 
title in five years. I don’t know when the Wildcats last 

lost to a Class 1A school but they’ll be tested starting 
at 7 p.m. Friday night.

Doing the little things and doing them well, taking 
what your opponents give you, believing in yourself 
and trusting your teammates, minimizing mistakes 
and seizing opportunities- that’s what wins champion-
ships. We’ve seen a lot of that at HTC.

Freesmeier has three state titles under her belt, two 
with Marquette and one with HTC in 2014. She’s 
taken the Crusaders to nine straight state tourna-
ments. She passed 900 career wins this year and is on 
pace to hit 1,000 before the next decade rolls around. 
Don’t get me going on the ‘0’ or ‘1’ being the official 
start of the next decade - I do not care. Either way 
I’m sure I’ll be right. I asked her once why she wasn’t 
making big bucks coaching in college and she said the 
opportunities have been dangled, but her answer is a 
simple - ‘why?’. She said she has everything she needs 
right here. A great support system, current and former 
players that really are more family than players, and a 
tradition that she simply holds hands with. High-fiv-
ing everyone, including reporters, giving and getting 
hugs from Tom, Kelly, Stephanie, and everyone in the 
HTC system in tow as she hauls the Crusaders around 
the state testing... and coaching... and teaching.

Win or lose, its the girls first. And she’s there for 
them... always coaching and not just volleyball - but 
life. Failure begets success on and off the court. I’m 
not really sure where she’s had too much failure - she’s 
certainly had success. She calmly molds young, raw 
talent into productive, veteran experience. And she 
does it year... after year... after year.

This is her legacy to share. And she generously does. 
We watch the story unfold from the front edge of our 
seats - and clap and breathe and cheer with each ball 
that hits the floor on the other side, and then hold our 
breath when it rudely falls to the floor on ours.

Whether they’re hoisting the big trophy on Friday, 
or the small (and if it’s all the same to everyone else, 
I’d rather do interviews after hoisting the big trophy), 
I’ll be damn proud to talk to them all - even if it’s the 
small.

But for about 120 minutes on Friday night, Lady 
Crusaders  - be better... be smarter... be quicker... be 
stronger... and trust in the girls around you...

...and that lady over there on the sidelines.
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Confidence
Feel good about your smile.

And your dentist.

Now accepting new patients.

Fort MadisoN Family Dentistry West
Appointments with Dr. Pothitakis available

Wednesdays & Thursdays, 8am-5pm
4723 Avenue J, Fort Madison, IA 52627

319-372-4882

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
Appointments with Dr. Dingeldein available
Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays, 8am-5pm

726 Avenue G Fort Madison, IA 52627
319-372-3614

www.drmarkdds.com

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
SUN 11 Nov

Partly Cloudy
High – 37.1º F | Low – 23.3º F

MON 12 Nov

Clear Skies
High– 24.7º F | Low – 17.9º F

TUE 13 Nov

Clear Skies
High – 18.0º F | Low – 6.9º F

WED 14 Nov

Clear Skies
High – 30.2º F | Low – 19.2º F

THU 15 Nov

Light Rain
High– 34.2º F | Low – 25.9º F

OpenWeatherMap

FREESMEIER - Continued from Page 1

Freesmeier generously shares legacy

PCC File Photo

http://www.drmarkdds.com


BY CHUCK
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

CEDAR RAPIDS - A 
storybook season came to 
an end Friday amidst the 
tears and anguish of a Go-
liath that David couldn’t 
slay.

Janesville sent the 
Holy Trinity Catholic 
Crusaders home with 
a runner-up trophy at 
the Class 1A Iowa State 
Volleyball championship 
25-16, 25-14, 25-22. The 
Crusaders couldn’t get 
really get anything going 
against a Wildcats team 
that hasn’t dropped a set 
to a Class 1A opponent in 
four years.

2017 All-tournament 
captain Bree Thompson 
was as good as billed and 
finished with 19 kills, but 
on 53 attacks which was a 
conference low for her at 
16%. Holy Trinity Seniors 
Emily Box and Eryn An-
derson were also named 
to the squad.

 After Box started the 
game with a kill in the 
middle of a tight set 
from Bailey Helweg, the 
Crusaders went flat with 
Thompson and Alisa 
Bengen getting three 
quick kills to set a pace 
that had Holy Trinity on 
its heels down 2-7. The 
blue fought back after a 
Gergen tip landed just 
outside the line and then 
Box got another attack 
from left center to find 
the floor. Thompson’s 
next kill down the left line 
went deep and Anderson 
had an attack in the next 
rally go long to make it 
5-9. Senior Taylor Boed-
ing would get a kill in 
the next point to close it 
to 6-9 but the Crusaders 
would get no closer in the 
first game.

Janesville put a swarm-
ing rotation defense that 
got to almost every ball 
the Crusaders offered up. 
Thompson recorded her 
fifth kill of the set to give 
the Wildcats a 17-9 lead. 

Holy Trinity would put a 
couple points together on 
a baby 3-0 run to cut into 
the lead 14-23 and then 
made the Wildcats work 
for the win with another 
3-0 run to make it 16-24, 
spurred by an Janesville 
error at the net and then 
Wildcat junior Bailey Hoff 
sent an attack deep right, 
but Bengen would clean 
things up on the next 
point for the 25-16 win.

The Crusaders trailed 
from start to end in the 
second set but stayed 
within one to three 
points. A Thompson kill 
at 13-8 seemed to take the 
gas out of the Crusaders’ 
tank. Box would try to 
keep HTC in it with two 
kills at 9-14 and 10-17 
and then Thompson got 
uncharacteristically wild 
with some spin balls and 

a hard cross court shot 
that just missed the line.  
The Crusaders were called 
for a double hit to push 
the lead to 9 at 21-12 and 
HTC would get just two 
more points off a missed 
Gabby Gergen serve and a 
long attack that sealed the 
second set 25-14.

With the third set tied 
out of the gate at 1, senior 
Mya Lawlor recorded 
three aces in a row with 
the third hitting the net 
climbing up the tape and 
rolling about six inches 
to the left before falling 
and getting tangled in the 
net. Thompson got a kill 
on the next point in the 
left center to end the run 
and then recorded two 
more coming up from the 
middle to knot the score 
at 4. With Bengen serving, 
Thompson was called for 

a double hit to give the 
Crusaders the lead at 5-4 
and they pushed that lead 
to 9-6, when Thompson 
continued to miss try-
ing to find the lines and 
corners.

Janesville would put 
together a 3-0 run on a 
Gergen kill and a Thomp-
son ace to tie things up 
at 9 all. The match would 
tie again at 10 and 11. A 
Bengen kill from the right 
side of the court gave 
Janesville a 14-11 lead, 
but junior Julia Meister 
would miss on a serve 
and Thompson would 
shank an attack and the 
Crusaders were back in it 
13-14. They would tie the 
match at 16 and 17 with 
a couple Wildcat errors. 
Thompson would miss 
again in the next rally 
and then Box scored a big 

block on Thompson to 
put Holy Trinity up 19-17. 
They would keep the two 
point lead to 21-19 when 
an Anderson kill shot out 
the back right side of the 
court to make it 21-20. 
Hoff then stepped up with 
two big kills from her left 

outside hitter spot to tie 
the Crusaders at 21 and 
22, after Anderson got a 
kill at 22.

HTC would get whis-
tled for a center line error 
when Lawlor slid along 
the floor under the net to 
dig up a ball and then sent 
an attack long on the next 
point before Bengen got a 
kill to end the night.

Anderson said nerves 
were a problem at the 
outset.

    “I think we start-
ed off the first two set 
with nerves,” she said. 
“I’d never been in this 
situation before. We 
had some freshmen and 
sophomores that have 
never even played in the 
tournament. The nevers 
really got the best of us. 
The third set was how we 
know we can play and I 
just wish that we would 
have showed that earlier.”

Freesmeier said the girls 
were having trouble get-
ting reads on Thompson’s 
tips and spins early on but 
when they started picking 
up the motion, things got 
better.

    “We expected her to 
do that, but we weren’t 
getting the read early. 
Once they started to see 
that, we picked up and 
then the score got a little 
closer,” she said.

    “In game three they 
came out and played like 
they can, but you can’t get 
yourself down 0-2 against 
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State Volleyball

The Crusaders hoist the Class 1A state title runner-up trophy Friday night at the U.S. Cellular 
Center in Cedar Rapids.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

Lady Crusaders finish season runners up

 

 

 
 

 

Snowy days 
are right 

around the 
corner 

 

… so now’s the time to plan ahead! 
Sure, it’s hot now. But the days are already getting shorter. Are you ready 

for the shoveling, the shivering and the social limitations of winter? 
 

You won’t have to worry about dark, icy roads or feeling cooped up this 
winter if you’re safe, warm and enjoying life at The Kensington. Choose 
your apartment now and move in any time before November 1. You’ll get 

one month’s free rent to redeem any time after the third month. We’ll 
even pay for a professional to move your furniture! 

 

Just don’t wait too long — availability is limited. 
 

For more information about this hot deal please call 
Victoria at (319) 372 4233, or send an email to: 

VMatlock@Kensington-Evergreen.com. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2210 Ave H, Fort Madison IA    Kensington-Evergreen.com 
 

Join our Facebook Family! 
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1135 Ave. E
Wednesday-Saturday

5:00pm

Friday, November 16
8pm-11pm

Hill Siders
The

Stop in after the wine walk
to warm up & enjoy

live music at the Hill Side!

Aaron 
Lotzow

Saturday, November 17
8pm-11pm

Spice Up 
Your

Weekend

SHOP
the classifieds

Place your ad online at www.pencitycurrent.com or call (319)371.4125

Advertise your
service business

1 month • Only $2500

2x2 Business Card Size Ad
Place your ad online 24/7 www.pencitycurrent.com
Email your ad classifieds@pencitycurrent.com

Call (319)371.4125

YOUR AD 
HERE

(319)371.4125

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Runge’s
Mow it or Move It

Lawn care and household clean up
2090 Keokuk Street #59
Hamilton, Illinois 62341
Jrjasonrunge@gmail.com
623-640-4177 cell

Jason Runge,
owner

We will:
• Mow and landscape 
your yard

• Move small loads
• Hall away unwanted 
items

Call now for estimate!
Jason 623-640-4177

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Logo

Agent Photo

Disclosure

Agent Info

Unlock  
more savings —
with [auto + renters] 
Contact me to schedule a SuperCheck®  
and see how simple combining your auto 
and renters insurance can be!

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services PC114 (9-17)

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
(319) 470-1927 Cell
LARYHOLTKAMP.COM
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Agent Photo
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IRIS CITY CLEANERS
319 385 9707 . 888 485 9707
www.IrisCityCleaners.com

Because your wedding gown is

Precious
WEDDING GOWN PRESERVATION

DESERVE THE BEST
YOUR LOVED ONES

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.
Pictured: Kati McGuffin, OTA and Billi Jones, PTA

Like us on Facebook

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
mailto:classifieds@pencitycurrent.com
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
mailto:Jrjasonrunge%40gmail.com?subject=Runge%27s%20Mow%20It%20or%20Move%20It%20%E2%80%93%20Pen%20City%20Current
http://www.letsgovacays.com
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.iriscitycleaners.com
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
http://www.bouldersinnandsuites.com/hotel/7/Fort_Madison_Iowa
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
http://www.doddprinting.com
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JOIN AN INDUSTRY LEADER

Apply at: https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
Click “Search Jobs” and enter job number

Call (937) 367-7248 for inquiries

FULL-TIME JOB OPPORTUNITIES
At our Fort Madison Manufacturing Plant

We are expanding…
“GRO” with us

Packaging Operator – 3069
-Job: Safely and efficiently perform various tasks associ-
ated with the packaging of liquid products and operating 
various packaging machines on production lines.
- Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a ma-
chine/production operator in high speed manufacturing 
environment 
-Pay: Starts at $15.91/hour

Filler Technician – 3306
-Job: Safely and efficiently operate liquid filling machines 
to package liquid consumer products.  Accurately com-
plete documentation as it pertains to efficiencies, speeds, 
quality and over fill. Responsible for coordinating line 
efficiency to meet or exceed safety, production, quality 
and housekeeping standards.
-Qualifications: Minimum 1 year experience as a machine/
production operator in high speed manufacturing envi-
ronment, helping coordinate production efforts, ability to 
prioritize and perform tasks with interruptions. 
-Pay: Starts at $20.25/hour

Turning Hope into Reality

(319) 372-4040
Click here for our listings.

DRIVERS 
WANTED

We are looking for safe, de-
pendable drivers to join our 
fleet of regional freight haul-
ers.

We Require: Class A CDL & 
minimum age of 23 years.

We Offer: $1500 sign-on bo-
nus, bi-annual safety bonus-
es, health ins., vacation (up 
to 4 weeks), Christmas Club, 
simple IRA retirement plan 
w/company match, riders 
allowed & very competitive 
wages.

We Operate: Late model 
equipment. 100% dry van 
freight. 99% no touch freight. 
Upper Midwest Lanes. No 
East or West Coast!

We value home time as well! 
Our drivers are thru Fort 
Madison a couple times/
week & off weekends!

Call or E-Mail us today! 
See our website for details. 

brad@johnsontruckline.com. 
800-548-3705

 or 319-372-2099
Fax 319-372-1795

johnsontruckline.com
 facebook.com/johnsontruck-

line

2015 Honda Accord EX-14. 
$14,000. Mileage: 72,970. 
SOLD AS IS, NO WARRAN-
TY. Call DuPont Employees 
Credit Union 319-376-5237. 
Office Hours: Monday – Fri-
day 7:30 am – 10:00 am; 
Tuesday & Thursday 4:00 
pm – 6:30 pm

HELP WANTED

VEHICLES
 FOR SALE

To donate or volunteer, go to UNITEDWAY.ORG. 
BECAUSE GREAT THINGS HAPPEN WHEN WE LIVE UNITED.

READ ME
Mechanical set up in Indd for easy resize
Please note when resizing: the image of her 
hand that overlaps onto the white text box is 
a separate image on the top layer.

Thanks to our work with Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program, 
we got $11 million back in tax refunds for local families. 

And it can happen here too.

WHAT THIS PLACE NEEDS
IS MORE TAX ASSISTANCE.
WHAT THIS PLACE NEEDS
IS MORE TAX ASSISTANCE.

the classifieds

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid Options Available.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh
Place your ad

online 24/7

TEXTING 
AND DRIVING

MAKES 
GOOD PEOPLE

LOOK BAD.

TEXTING 
AND DRIVING

MAKES 
GOOD PEOPLE

LOOK BAD.
STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG

https://scottsmiraclegro.com/careers/
http://seia.rapmls.com
mailto:brad@johnsontruckline.com
http://johnsontruckline.com
http://facebook.com/johnsontruckline
http://facebook.com/johnsontruckline
http://www.unitedway.org
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
http://StopTextsStopWrecks.org
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State Volleyball

FINALS - Continued from Page 5

Janesville and expect to win. But the kids 
gave their all and I thought our seniors, 
who have been great for us this year, 
kept pushing and never gave up.”

Box said she felt the nerves in the early 
going, as well.

  “We came out with nerves and we 
knew that would happen because we 
had some younger underclassmen. Our 
serve receive wasn’t as good as it usually 
is and we couldn’t get it to the hitters and 
setters,” she said.

    “A tighter set is better for me with 
the big blocks, but we just couldn’t get 
that going.”

The senior said she was surprised at 
Thompson’s tactics in the game, but said 
at the end of the day, the Crusaders put 
as much into the game as they could.

    “We gave them a fight in the third 
set and that’s all that matters. The seniors 
left it all out there. What we didn’t really 
expect was for them to tip as much. We 
were waiting for the big swing and then 
she started roll shotting in the middle 
all the time and that didn’t help. We 

just couldn’t get our offense running. 
But I played as hard as I possibly could 
tonight and  making it to the champion-
ship game, not everyone can say they did 
that. That’s all I can ask for.”

Freesmeier said she couldn’t have 
more pride in what the team accom-
plished during the season.

    “When the season started, we were 
playing all right, but we knew we could 
get better. As the season progressed, we 
took a loss that maybe we shouldn’t have 
to Central Lee, but that was a turning 
point for us where we said you wanna go 
- or go home and we haven’t had a bad 
practice since,” she said.

    “We had a great weekend up here 
and I’m not going to take anything away 
from that.”

For the game, Box had 10 kills on 40 
attacks, Boeding and Anderson each had 
three kills.  Freshman Kassi Randolph 
had eight assists and Hellweg had nine to 
lead HTC in setting. Lawlor had 22 digs 
from the back row to go along with the 
three aces.  Randolph had 10 digs.

Two set deficit was too 
much for HTC to overcome

HTC sophomore Claire Pothitakis (8) slips an attack right between 
the hands of Janesville’s Bree Thompson (2) in the third set of Friday 
night’s Class 1A championship state volleyball match. Below, Moses 
parted the student section during one of the breaks in action.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

At top, senior Eryn 
Anderson goes for 
an attack in the first 
set of HTC’s champi-
onship match. At left, 
senior Mya Lawlor 
catches a dig in the 
third set.

http://www.fmchosp.com


This page intentionally left blank



We’re humbled
by your patriotism.

Thank you for your service.
We salute you every day, but remember

all your sacrifices today especially.

Thank You
for your service & sacrifice

Today and every day,
we are thankful for the freedoms

you fought for and we are forever grateful.

801 Avenue F, Fort Madison
(319) 372-2243

www.leecountybank.com
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2018 Honoring our Veterans

To those who courageously 
gave their lives and to those 

who serve our country today.

THANK YOU

Leonard Anderson
US Army
Korean War

Robert Arnold
National Guard
Operation Enduring
Freedom: Afghanistan (Feb. 
2004-June 2005); Kosovo 
(July 2007-June 2008)

Always our favorite Veteran.
Love,
Kristin, Ivy, Lily, and Violet

Specialist Mark
Ballard
National Guard
1991 Desert Storm

Adam Benda
Sergeant (SGT)
U.S. Army
1997-2005

Robert Bow
Air Force, US Army
Vietnam, Korea

My dad served his country and 
did what his country asked of 
him. He maybe gone but his 
memory lives on.

CPL Jerome
“Jerry” Leroy 
Brosi
US Army
Korean War

Your honor lives on through 
us all.
– Zeke and Shawna Ross and 
Family

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/debit
https://www.leecountybank.com/services-tools/tools/rates.html#cds
http://www.fmchosp.com
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2018 Honoring our Veterans

We salute you with respect, honor, and gratitude.

May your holidays be 
merry and bright.

Harvestville Farm Christmas Season
Nov. 17 - Dec. 23

Mondays - Saturdays 9am - 5pm
Sundays 11am - 4pm

The Pitchfork Café  
Mondays - Saturdays 11am - 2pm

beginning Nov. 26

Pictures with Santa
Saturday, Dec. 15 from 10am -  2pm

Harvestville Farm
1977 Hwy. 2, Donnellson • 319-470-1558

info@harvestvillefarm.com •www.harvestvillefarm.com

GRRWA
Great River Regional Waste Authority

2092 303rd Avenue • Fort Madison, IA • (319)372.6140
111 Carbide Lane • Keokuk, IA • (319)524.6175
Toll Free: 1(800)216.2370 • FAX (319)372.6222

VISIT US ONLINE:
www.facebook.com/grrwa

www.grrwa.com 3 John Bennett Drive • Fort Madison
(319)372.5225

www.leecountyhd.org

Kenneth Collins
US Army
WWII

Matthew Doty
Command
Sergeant Major 
(CSM)
Iowa Army National 
Guard
1994-present

SGT Wendell B 
Edgington
U.S. Air Force
32nd 45th Civil Engineer 
Squadron
55150 Pavement
Maintenance Specialist

Pete Eicher
Marines
Vietnam

James J. Fedler
US Army
World War II

Jack K. Foreman
US Navy
World War II, USS
Sloat–North Atlantic

Chuck Gillette
US Navy
Vietnam

Wendell Hannum
US Army
1969-1970 Vietnam
25th Inf. B Co. 1-27

Proud of you, Dad!

SFC Jimmie Hayes
US Army
Desert Shield/Desert Storm
OIF 2003, 2004,2006

We are proud to call you 
our hero! Love, Amy, Triston, 
Lexi, Isaiah, and Lila

Jeffrey Hubbs
US Army 85-90
101st Airborne, 3rd ID

Carree Jones
US Navy
1986 to 1992
Adak, AK
Camp Pendleton, CA
Treasure Island, CA
Orlando, FL
Pearl Harbor, HI

http://www.harvestvillefarm.com
http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.leecountyhd.org
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Home of the free because of the brave.

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

www.drmarkdds.com

VETERANS’
DAY 2018

We honor all who have served
our great nation today and always.

Gerald Junkins
Air Force
Flew 51 missions over some 
of the most dangerous targets 
in Europe. 15th AAF, 464th 
bomb group, B-24 Liberator. 
Received Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross for bravery in air 
combat.

Dad, thank you so much for 
your service to your country. 
You and the men that fought 
for our freedom, in the skies 
over Europe, will never be 
forgotten. Know that your 
family is so very proud of 
you. I love and miss you 
every day. Your Son.

PV2 Jeremy Lee
National Guard

SGT Kristopher 
Lee
U.S. Army
8th MISG (A)
35F (Intelligence Analyst)

Corporal Lloyd E. 
Lee
U.S. Army 11th
Airborne
511th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment

James Mercer
Air Force
Cuban Crisis, Vietnam

I love you and miss you. 
Thank you for your ser-
vice, dad. May you watch 
over all that love you and 
miss you.

H. Everett
Mungan
Navy
Served from 1959 -1963

http://www.drmarkdds.com
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220 26th Street • Fort Madison
(319)372.2403

www.fortmadisony.org

We thank you for your service and sacrifice.

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison
319-372-4233

Join a community 
where you belong.

Medicare Premium $15 
w/Free Generics

“Best Medicare 
plan I have seen 
in 7 years.”

-Joe Rashid, 
Owner

“Best Medicare plan I have seen in 7 years.”
-Joe Rashid, Owner

Medicare Premium $15 
w/Free Generics

(319) 372-2300

SSGT Ezekiel 
“Zeke” James 
Ross
Iowa National Guard
Charlie Company 224th 
Engineer Battalion,
Operation Iraqi
Freedom 2004-2005

A Brother in Arms

Claude Salisbury
National Guard
Company C 201st Engineer 
Battalion, Kentucky Army 
National Guard (1980-
2003)

Thank you, Dad, for instill-
ing in me the Army values 
and a deduction to serving 
the community. Hooah!

Aaron Sessions
US Marines
American Embassy Security

I am proud of you! I love 
you and miss you.

Joshua Sessions
National Guard

I am so proud that you 
wanted to follow family tra-
dition and serve our country! 
Love you!

Ralph Rettig
US Army
Korea

In memory of my Dad. Thank 
you for serving our country.

Terry Parrott
Navy
E-6 MMISS, Wartime
Lebanon/Beirut

Kenneth Panther
US Army
Company D, 237th Engi-
neer’s Battalion; Served in 
Germany during the Viet 
Nam War era

http://www.fortmadisony.org
http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
http://www.rashiddrug.com
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EXPERIENCE
the Griffin Difference.

www.pencitycurrent.com

First. Fresh. Local.
Your News, Your Way >

•website •e–Edition
•mobile app • social media

ALWAYS FREE
Your Community | 24/7 | Your Information
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We are forever grateful for your service.

902 Avenue G • Fort Madison
(319)372.4040

www.seia.rapmls.com

Let Hope help you
find your next home

Jeffrey R. Smith
US Marines

Specialist Franklin 
Statler
National Guard
1991 Desert Storm

Gary Steflik
US Navy
Vietnam

Floyd Strode
US Army
WWII, Korea

Christopher M.
Sutcliffe
Marines
Operation Iraqi Freedom /
Operation Enduring Freedom
Purple Heart recipient

Clay Vermazen
National Guard
04-05 Iraq

I am always & forever grate-
ful for everything you have 
done & continue to do. I 
Love You! You will forever 
be my always!!! Love Sara.

Michelle Welborn
US Army
Thank you for your service

THANK YOU, VETERANS

http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.pencitycurrent.com
http://seia.rapmls.com
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