
BY CHUCK 
VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON – Ac-
cording to astrology, Gem-
ini don’t get buried in the 
past and instead focus on 
the future and optimism.

A Fort Madison robot-
ics team comprised of 
high school students from 
Fort Madison and Holy 
Trinity Catholic, built a 
robot called “Gemini’ for 
a second shot at a regional 
robotics competition called 
FRC or FIRST Robotic 
Competition in Sedalia, Mo 
earlier this month.

After finishing 61st out of 
61 teams last year in Cedar 
Falls, the team regrouped 
and put a focus on the 2018 
experience and where they 
needed to be to get in the 
game in 2019. The team is 
mentored by Joseph and 
Shalisse Johnstun, who 
teach history and English, 
respectively, at FMHS.

After a day of qualifying 

where the CyberHounds 
won 5 of 10 qualifying 
matches, the team got a 
reputation for playing solid 
defense in the hyper com-
petitive game-plays where 
robots had to perform tasks 
in competition arenas.

The qualifying matches 
consisted of random alli-
ances of three teams pitted 
against another alliance of 
three teams. The alliance 
with the most points wins 
the match.

‘Gemini’ didn’t have the 

same mechanics for some 
of the tasks as the other 
robots, some of which were 
built with the support of 
national players like NASA 
and Boeing, so the team 
quickly shifted to a defen-
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County to address 
dangers at Hwys. 

218 and J62
BY CHUCK VANDENBERG

PCC EDITOR

MONTROSE – A county resident pleaded with Lee 
County officials Tuesday to do something about the 
intersection near Charleston Board of Trade.

Jeff Buford, of Donnellson, told Lee County Supervi-
sors at the regular meeting that several residents have 
been talking about the dangers of the intersection at 
Hwy. 218 and J62, or Charleston blacktop.

 “There have been a lot of accidents there over the 
years and one was last Friday,” Buford said.

“We said ‘Hey, we need to do something about this’. 
There was a fatality there several years ago.”

He said Lee County Sheriff Stacy Weber compiled 
some accident information for him and said Weber was 
supportive of doing something with the intersection as 
well.

“We’ve got a lot of young people going to school 
there five days week. We all drive too fast and we’re all 
distracted,” Buford said.

He asked if the county could put rumble strips east 
and west on J62 and/or some solar powered red lights. 
Buford said he’s also contacted the Iowa Department of 
Transportation’s Fairfield office, but hasn’t heard back 
from them as of Tuesday.

Weber said he talked with Lee County Engineer Ben 
Hull Friday about the issue.

    “I called secondary roads and DOT. I talked with 
DOT at the scene of Friday’s accident and they pushed 
it up their pole to find out if they can have the stop 

See COUNTY, page 3

CyberHounds fly at 
2nd FIRST event

Member of the CyberHounds Fort Madison Robotics Team are shown 
with ‘Gemini’, the team’s entry into the FRC Robotics competition in 
Sedalia, Mo. earlier this month. Fort Madison was given the compe-
titions Team Spirit Award and missed going to the semifinals by one 
point.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC

‘Gemini” takes Fort Madison squad from worst to - almost first

Potowonok Circle ladies pair artists, amateurs for good cause
Submitted article

FORT MADISON - The Potowonok Circle of King’s 
Daughters presents Clay.Paper.Scissors. on April 19th at 
the Baxter Sports Complex.   

For this new amateur art event, we will be pairing four 
local celebrities with four local artists to create a piece 
of any medium during the time allotted. The artists will 
guide our celebrities through the process creating a one 
of a kind piece that will be auctioned off at the end of the 
evening.  Attendees will be able to vote for their favorite 
piece throughout the event for a “People’s Choice Award”.  
Tickets will be sold for $20 and will include hors d’oeu-

vres, a cash bar and musical entertainment. Tickets can 
be purchased by calling 319-372-5471 or going online at 
tinyurl.com/potowonok. 

 All of our celebrities have ties to the Potowonok Circle 
of King’s Daughters as two are members and two are 
husbands of members. Our artist match ups are as follows: 
Elaine Gray with Linda Ross, Julie Hohl with John Bybee, 
Bobby Holtkamp with Lori Illner-Greene and Brad Ran-
dolph with Anita Lee. 

The Potowonok Circle of King’s Daughters is a service 
organization that serves the community by delivering 
meals on wheels, helping senior citizens maintain their 

independence, conducting vision screenings at area pre-
schools and assisting with kindergarten round-up at Holy 
Trinity Elementary. 

In addition to their services, they adopt a local family or 
two each year. These families have fallen upon hard times 
and the circle provides assistance with utilities, food, gas 
for their vehicles, gifts at Christmas and other needs that 
may arise. The Circle is also a large supporter of Camp 
Lookout. They send ten underprivileged children to camp 
each year and provide them with the necessary gear. Fur-
thermore, the circle donates scholarships to assist women 
attending college at SCC.

See ROBOT, page 3
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OBITUARIES OBITUARIES

THOMAS C. ENSMINGERWENDELL JACOBSMEIER
Thomas C. Ensminger, 71, of Ft. Madison passed away on Monday, April 8, 2019 at 

4:55 PM at the Great River Hospice House.
He was born on January 4, 1948 in Keokuk to Ray and Dorothy Stockwell Ens-

minger.  On February 6, 1971 he married Susan 
Wells in Montrose.  He served in the US Navy 
during Vietnam.  Tom was a sheet metal worker 
for twenty two years.  He was a lead welder and 
a certified sheet metal worker.  Tom worked for 
Mid American Energy from 1986-2013. He en-
joyed fishing, hunting, arrowhead collecting and being outdoors.  He 
had a great sense of humor and a lot of common sense. His greatest 

love was his family, especially his grandchildren.
Survivors include his wife, Sue Ensminger of Ft. Madison; two grandchildren, 

Kayla Jordan of Des Moines and Austin Ensminger of Ft. Madison; two sisters, Pat 
French of Rio Rancho, New Mexico and Janice Einfeldt of Carrizozo, New Mexico; 
one brother, Philip Ensminger of Hollister, MO; nieces and nephews.  He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents and a son, Nathan.

   Friends may call after 2 PM on Tuesday, April 16, 2019 at King-Lynk Funeral 
Home & Crematory where the family will meet friends from 4:30-6 PM. A celebra-
tion of life will be held at 6 PM at King-Lynk Funeral Home & Crematory with Jake 
Kramer officiating. 

A memorial has been established in his memory and online condolences may be 
left at www.kinglynk.com.

ENSMINGER

Wendell Jacobsmeier, 80, of Ft. Madison passed away on Tuesday, April 09, 
2019 at 1:35 AM at The Madison.

He was born on July 31, 1938 in Ft. Madison to William and Loretta Hellweg 
Jacobsmeier.  Wendell was in sales with sev-
eral local business, including Kempker’s.  On 
January 13, 2001 he married Emily Cangas 
in Keokuk and she passed away on April 11, 
2017.  He served in the US Marines.  Wendell 
was a member of Sacred Heart Church and 
the Knights of Columbus.  He enjoyed bowling, softball and was 

a Chicago Cubs and Iowa Hawkeyes fan.  He was a member of the Barber Shop 
Quartet where he won several awards.

Survivors include his children, Theresa Matlick of Parker, CO, Lisa Snodgrass of 
Quincy, IL, David (Stephanie) Jacobsmeier of Sedalia, MO, Todd Jacobsmeier of 
Portland, OR, Sean (Theresa) Jacobsmeier of Davenport, IA, Ryan (Karin) Swain-
ey of Inver Grove Hieghts, MN and Sean (Raegan) Swainey of Keokuk, IA; four-
teen grandchildren and four great grandchildren; siblings, Luanne (Jim) Pruett, 
Laura Hyatt and Lillian (Stanley) Helling all of Ft. Madison, Lorene (Ron) Eller-
hoff of Middletown and Martin (Donna) Jacobsmeier of Burlington and a special 
friend, Kay Ette of Sugarland, TX.  He was preceded in death by his parents, his 
wife and a brother, Justin.

The family will meet with friends from 10 AM until 11 AM on Friday, April 
12, 2019 at Sacred Heart Church.  The funeral mass will follow at 11 AM at the 
church with Rev. Joseph Phung officiating.  Burial will follow in Sacred Heart 
Cemetery with military rites performed by the Ft. Madison Veterans Honor 
Guard.

 In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established in his memory and online 
condolences may be left at www.kinglynk.com.

JACOBSMEIER

Pen City Current obituary policy
The Current runs obituaries one time at no charge to funeral homes 
and they run the day they are submitted in most cases. They are 
also run as submitted by the funeral homes.

WEST BURLINGTON - Southeastern Community 
College will celebrate April as National Poetry Month 
by hosting a Visiting Writers Series event on Saturday, 
April 20, at 8:00 p.m. Rita Mae Reese, a nationally 
acclaimed and award-winning author, is scheduled 
to read. SCC’s Culture on Campus Committee and 
Di Dante Literature & Writing Club will co-host the 
event.

SCC English & Creative Writing Professor and Di 
Dante Advisor Charles Burm notes, “Members of 
SCC’s Culture on Campus Committee feel it is import-
ant to provide our students and the greater communi-
ty with cultural opportunities that otherwise may be 
difficult to access. It is our honor and pleasure to bring 
this distinguished writer to our campus.”

Burm is quick to promote the talent of the guest 
poet and the cooperative efforts of multiple organiza-
tions to make SCC’s Visiting Writers Series successful.

“Rita Mae Reese has gathered much praise and has 
earned many awards for her writing.”

SCC celebrates poetry month

http://www.holytrinityschools.org/
http://www.fortmadisony.org/
http://www.kinglynk.com
http://www.kinglynk.com
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From the Front

CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Do your part during this year’s Spring Cleaning activities
by making sure you’re choosing products safe for our planet.

Here are just a few of the ways you can help:
• Properly dispose of your household hazardous waste materials, construction debris, 

& electronic waste

• Use environmentally-safe cleaning products

• Reduce • Reuse • Recycle

• Check our website for proper disposal methods, acceptable materials, & more

Clean Home. Clean Planet.

This year, do your part to keep our environment clean, too!

signs upgraded. The fees would be on them to install, 
but maintenance belongs to the county,” Weber said.

 “I then simply asked Ben if we could have rumble 
strips installed on both sides of 218 on Charleston 
Road and he said ‘Yes’. I’m glad everyone’s talking about 
it and recognizing there’s a problem.”

Supervisor Gary Folluo said he thought the county’s 
secondary roads department was already looking at the 
issue.

Folluo said Hwy. 218 is a state road and he wanted to 
know how the accidents were happening.

“It sneaks up on you and sometimes the sun is in 
your face if you’re going west,” Supervisor Rich Harlow 
said.

Supervisor Rick Larkin said it must be hard to judge 
the speed of traffic there, because looking to the left 
and right are clear views.

In other action, the board:
• approved an Iowa Department of Transportation‘s 

budget for fiscal year 2020 for funding in Lee County.
• heard a proposal from Mohrfeld Electric about the 

possibility of installing solar panels on several county 
buildings under a power purchase agreement where 
the county would see no upfront costs for installing the 
equipment and would pay a lower average utility rate to 
the investors who pay for the installation.. The pro-
gram could save the county upwards of $850,000 over 
25 years, according to Michael Mohrfeld, president of 
Mohrfeld Electric.

COUNTY - Continued from Page 1

Board hears 
proposal for 
solar power

sive posture. A move that 
was quickly mimicked by 
other teams.

After the end of quali-
fying, the top eight teams 
automatically qualify for 
the quarterfinals and those 
teams get to pick which 
two teams they want in 
their alliance for a shot at 
the title. The CyberHounds 
didn’t make the top eight 
but were selected 11th out 
of the remaining 28 teams 
to be on an alliance.

The CyberHounds alli-
ance competed in the final 
two best-of-three quarter-
final matches, against the 
alliance that would end up 
winning the competition. 
The first match ended in 
a 63-63 draw with the 
opponents winning due to 
a penalty point. The second 
match was won by the 
opponents by one point, 
causing the CyberHounds 
to miss the semifinals by 
one point.

Despite coming up 
short in the semifinals, 
the CyberHounds didn’t 
come away empty handed. 
A team was awarded the 
competition’s Team Spirit 
Award out of all the com-

petitors.
Shyannah Hoenig said 

a team of judges visited all 
the team’s pits and ob-
served the team work not 
just internally, but also net-
working with other teams 
and gave Fort Madison the 
honor.

She said the team was 
well-prepared for the 
competition this year after 
going the rough competi-
tion last year.

The Elliott Test Kitchen 
became a sponsor of the 
team by advising on coor-
dinating the efforts of the 
team at the Test Kitchen 
and providing space and 
meals to the kids on the 
team. Test Kitchen founder 
Kumar Wickramasingha 
said it was an exciting time 
for him to see the kids 
competing as the event 
was live-streamed over the 
Internet.

“As a comparison this 
year we were automatically 
already a lot stronger. As 
a bot we stabilized more 
things and protected what 
was important,” she said.

Jace Fedler, a senior at 
Fort Madison High School 
and the leader of the 

group, said the team was 
overwhelmed last year, but 
the experience prepared 
them better for this year’s 
attempt.

“It was us biting off more 
than we could chew last 
year, but where we are now 
is just leaps and bounds 
ahead of what we ever 
would have expected out of 
this year,” Fedler said.

The team had six weeks 
to build the robot, in ad-
dition to fundraising and 
planning for the competi-
tion. The team consists of 
18 students, 14 of which 
went to the competition. 
Part of the team focused on 
fundraising, while others 
handled marketing the 
program to the community 
and others physically built 
the robot.

Tim Watkins, one of 
the students who helped 
build the 2018 robot and 
the 2019 robot said last 
year’s failure was this year’s 
reward.

 “The first year, it was 
really a surprise when we 
got in there and saw every-
thing, but it was also really 
encouraging because you 
saw the cooperation among 
the teams and you felt like 
it was a great place to be,” 

Watkins said. “You knew 
you were kind of on the 
first step and you knew you 
had to do a lot more.”

The team was able to 
generate almost $10,000 
in funding, not including 
in-kind donations from 
sponsors to enter the com-
petition, and pay for food 
and accommodations for 
all 14 team members who 
traveled.

Area companies such as 
Iowa Fertilizer Company, 
Mohrfeld Electric, Huff-
man Welding & Machine, 
Matt’s Greenhouse, Silgan 
Containers, Seither & 
Cherry, Lee County Bank, 
Axalta, The Madison, Stef-
fensmeier Welding & Mfg. 
and Elliott Test Kitchen 
helped in advisory and fi-
nancial functions to get the 
program to the next level.

Michael Mohrfeld, pres-
ident of Mohrfeld Electric, 
said on Tuesday he was 
proud of how well the team 
did.

 “I’m just stupid proud,” 
he said. “These kids get it 
and they’re really, really 
smart. I mean some of 
these kids… whoa. There 
gonna lose a couple of 
seniors, but I’m excited for 
them.”

ROBOT - Continued from Page 1

Team takes champion to penalty tie breaker

http://www.grrwa.com
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Sports/Lottery Numbers

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com

Dreaming of a new home?

Click this ad for details.

319-469-3951

Low closing costs,
low down payment, and 
fast approval process 

sets us apart
from other banks.

Call Us Today!

 4/8
17 23 34 44 46 
Lucky Ball: 14

4/8 MID-DAY
1 1 0

4/8 EVENING
8 0 0

4/8 MID-DAY
1 7 5 3

4/8 EVENING
9 0 2 1

IOWA LOTTERY 
WINNING NUMBERS

Pen City Current
encourages you to play responsibly.

PCC STAFF

MONMOUTH – The Fort Madison Bloodhound boys track team made a rare 
outdoor trip to Illinois to compete in the 14th Annual Monmouth-Roseville Titan 
Invitational Monday night.

The Bloodhounds took 4th place out of 12 teams led by the 4 x 400 team of Brock 
Califf, Garrett Hannum, Andrew Schaefer, and Quentin Schneider with a time of 
3:39.29, good enough for first place overall.

In addition, the Hounds had four 2nd-place finishes. Matt Hellige set a personal 
record in the 1,600-meter run with a time of 4:43.48. The junior also took 2nd in 
the 3,200 meter run with a mark of 10:21.30.

In an event that doesn’t exist in Iowa, Schneider earned another 2nd for the 
Hounds with a 44.75 time in the 300-meter hurdles, and the Bloodhounds 4×200 
relay squad of Califf, Redd-Donald, Mikey DiPrima and Schneider placed second 
with a time of 1:38.74.

Hannum put up a 5th-place finish in the 300-hurdles with a mark of 47.37 and 
then through up his best time of the season in the 800 at 2:11.47.

Andrew Schaefer raced to a 5th-place finish in the 400-meter dash with a time of 
55.48.

Gage Fullenkamp nailed down 6th place in the 110 hurdles with a mark of 20.72, 
while Isaiah Miller was right behind in 7th at 21.84.

Ethan Deacon placed 8th throwing a personal best 40-11.5 in the shot and the 
4×800 team of Dom Frantz, Bryce Britton, Hayden Wolfe, and Macaden Rhoer 
took 7th with a mark of 10:33.67.

Other notables: Cuyrin Ross through the discus 100-9, which was a personal best 
for him and Fullenkamp ran the 400 in a personal best 1:01.60.

In other events, Gavin Wiseman ran the 200-meter dash in 27.60 and Califf fin-
ished at 25.53. Alec Craft heaved the shot 38-4.

Boys runners take 4th 
at rare Illinos run

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid Options Available.

#HyperLocalSuperFresh

https://www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com/banking/iras
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
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Timm Lamb Pen City Relays

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East
319-372-3614

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West
319-372-4882

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311

www.drmarkdds.com

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry now to schedule
your 6-month checkup or click anywhere on this ad.

Now accepting new patients.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS LAST
A beautiful smile helps make a 
great first impression.
Make sure yours does.

 Lady Hounds get five top fives at Lamb Relays
PCC STAFF

FORT MADISON – The Fort Madison Bloodhounds 
recorded two third-place finishes and finished 14th 
overall at the 44th Annual Timm Lamb Pen City Re-
lays.

Freshman Raquel Schneider finished the 400-meter 
hurdles with a time of 1:15.51, just .18 seconds out of 
second place behind Ashley Telleen of Washington. 
Maggie Cristoforo led the pack with a quick 1:06.26 for 
Mt. Pleasant.

The Shuttle Hurdle Relay team also took 3rd place 
with a time of 1:15.63. Sophomore Reyna Lampe who 
led off the shuttle hurdle relay, also took a 4th place in 
the 100-meter hurdles with a time of 17.22.

Freshman Katie Dennis came in fifth-place in the 
3000-meter run with a time of 12:40.54. Lauren King 
and Claire Hellman finished 6th and 7th behind Den-
nis.

Other top finishers for the Lady Hound included 
Hellman’s 8th place in the 1500-meter run with a time 

of 6:11.33. The 4×100 meter relay team came in 8th 
place wih a time of 57.36 and the 800-sprint medley 
girls took 7th with a 2:06.90. Dalyn Wondra earned 7th 
place in the discus with a throw of 86-3.75.

Complete individual results for the Bloodhounds are 
below.

100-meter: dash Bella Baier 14.74 (14th), Julia Seel, 
15.29 (19th); 200-meter dash: Taylor Barnes 30.38 
(11th), Baier 30.72 (12th), Seel 32.27 (17th); 800-meter: 
Kylie Cashman 2:57.12 (10th), Lauren King 3:02.47 
(12th); 1,500-meter run: Claire Hellman 6:11.33 (8th); 
3000-meter run: Katie Dennis 12:40.54 (5th), King 
13:03.47 (6th), Hellman 13:18.54 (7th); 100-hurdles: 
Reyna Lampe 17:22 (4th); 400-meter hurdles: Ra-
quel Schneider 1:15.61 (3rd), 4×100 meter relay: Fort 
Madison 57.36 (8th); 4×200 meter relay: Fort Madison 
2:03.84 (10th); 800 sprint medley: Fort Madison 2:06.90 
(7th); Distance Medley: Fort Madison 5:09.47 (6th); 
4×100 shuttle hurdle relay: Fort Madison 1:15.63 (3rd); 
Shotput: Dalyn Wondra – 25-8.5 (16th); Discus – Won-
dra 86-3.75 (8th), Seel 73-0 (14th)

Senior Julia Seel whirls just prior to releasing 
the discus on Tuesday in Fort Madison in the 
Timm Lamb Pen City Relays.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/
PCC

Fort Madison’s 
Bella Baier mo-

tors home in the 
2nd heat of the 

100-meter dash 
Tuesday night at 
the Timm Lamb 

Pen City Relays. 
At left, Olivia 

Williams takes 
a hand off in the 

distance med-
ley, and bottom 
left Dalyn Won-
dra heaves the 

shot.

http://www.drmarkdds.com
http://tkef.org/
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CHRISTMAS WRAPPING PAPER

Tis’ The Season of Gifting...

IS NOT
Please Remember

 RECYCLABLE!

Visit Us Online!      www.grrwa.com      facebook.com/grrwa

Ft. Madison Main Office:
2092 303rd Ave
Fort Madison, IA
1-319-372-6140

Keokuk Transfer Station:
111 Carbide Lane

Keokuk, IA
1-319-524-6175

Great River Regional Waste Authority 
would like to remind you not to recycle 

Christmas Wrapping Paper as some of the 
materials used in the making of it are not 

recyclable. Please dispose of any wrapping 
materials in your regular trash cans. 
Any curbside bins containing these 

materials can potentially 
compromise an entire load.  

GRRWA will be closed Christmas Day & New Years Day

Please properly dispose of all Electronics!
Recycle free of charge: 

Computer Towers & Modems, 
Radios, Cell Phones

CD & DVD Players, and VCRs, 
Printers, Drop Cords

Fees apply to the following:
 All TVs, Monitors, 

Laptops, Tablets, Consoles, 
Projections

DON’T THROW AWAY  
YOUR ELECTRONICS!!!

Help us prevent fires in the 
landfill! 

Help GRRWA Keep Your Community Hazard-Free!
Household Hazardous 
Waste Unit is open

Monday through Friday
8am - 4pm

800-216-2370
Call for an appointment

5 Generations of Printing

319-372-2721 • doddprinting.com

Wedding   Invitations
Photo Correction

Posters
Business Cards

Office F urniture
Online Ordering

Supplies
Custom Design

HAPPY EASTER!
LILLIES • CORSAGES 
BLOOMING PLANTS

FRESH SPRING BOUQUETS
AND CENTERPIECES

1135 AVENUE E, FORT MADISON, IOWA
www.4arose.com

(319) 372-3675 | 1-800-373-8609 | Hrs: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 to 4; Sat. 10-3

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Thomas Klann RICP LTCP LUTCF, Agent
State Farm Agent
2623 Avenue L

Fort Madison, IA  52627
Bus: 319-372-5982

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1359992
MLO License #24290

319-372-8021
Call to schedule your personal tour

Short-term Rehabilitation – Long-term Care
Memory Care – Ventilator Support

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance, and 
Private Pay Accepted

1701 41st Street Fort 
Madison, IA 52627

Like us on Facebook

REHABILITATION & 

SKILLED NURSING

WHEN GOING HOME 

AFTER A HOSPITAL STAY 

ISN’T AN OPTION.

YOUR LOVED ONES
DESERVE THE BEST

This little piggy 
went to market

and never lost money.1

Banking on the market to fund your retirement can be 
risky. I can help you lock in solid gains and protect 

yourself from downside risk. Call me today.

Disclosure

Agent Photo

Agent Info

Logo

Larry Holtkamp
1301 37th St
Fort Madison
(319) 372-9145
LARRYHOLTKAMP.COM

1Surrender of the contract may be subject to surrender charges. Withdrawals before age 59 1/2 may result in a
10% IRS penalty tax. Additionally, there is a charge for the Simple7 Income Rider once it is activated.
Qualifications and restrictions apply for activation. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services A141 (9-17)
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OFFICES CLOSED 

APRIL 19, 2019

Fort Madison City offices 
will be closed Friday, April 
19, 2019 in observance of 
Good Friday. All depart-
ments will reopen Monday, 
April 22, 2019. 

Friday garbage route 
pick-up will be on Monday, 
April 22, 2019 as well as 
the normal Monday garbage 
route. 

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROCEEDINGS
FORT MADISON
CITY COUNCIL

4/2/2019

The Fort Madison City 
Council met in regular 
session at 5:30 P.M. on 
Tuesday, April 2, 2019, at 
City Hall, 811 Avenue E. 
Mayor Randolph presided 
with Council Members 
Greenwald, Morawitz, Rink, 
Andrews, Mohrfeld, Lair 

PROCEEDINGS - FORT MADISON CITY COUNCIL – 4/2/2019 

The Fort Madison City Council met in regular session at 5:30 P.M. on Tuesday, April 2, 
2019, at City Hall, 811 Avenue E. Mayor Randolph presided with Council Members 
Greenwald, Morawitz, Rink, Andrews, Mohrfeld, Lair and Cangas present. 

On motion, Council approved the agenda.  On motion, Council approved the Consent 
Agenda:  Minutes of 3/19/2019; Liquor License Renewals:  Walgreens, 2639 Avenue L, 
effective 5/21/2019 and LULAC, 1424 -36th Street, effective 4/18/2019; Resolution No. 
2019-28, granting property tax exemption to James M/Tammy L Kent, 2314 Mokena 
Terrace; Resolution No. 2019-29, granting property tax exemption to John P/Kathleen A 
McKillip, 5 Woodland Heights Court; and Payment of Claims. 

On motion, Council approved the second reading of an ordinance amending Title 3, 
Building, Chapter 5, Housing Code, Section 3, Definitions, to update the definition of 
“Rental Housing Unit” and Title 6, Health and Sanitation, Chapter 4, Nuisances, Section 
3, Abatement by the City, by removing Paragraph (2)(a), Form of Notice.  On motion, 
Council approved the second reading of an ordinance amending Title 3, Building, 
Chapter 2, Plumbing Code, to set plumbing fees by resolution.   

On motion, Council approved the Mayor’s signature on Procurement and Fraud 
Reporting policies for future federal or state disaster grants.  On motion, Council 
approved the Mayor’s signature on a Platform Sublease Agreement between Amtrak 
and the City of Fort Madison, Old Station Revitalization Agreement between the 
National Railroad Passenger Corporation and the City of Fort Madison, and a Lease 
Agreement (Fort Madison Station) between the City of Fort Madison and the National 
Railroad Passenger Corporation. 

At 5:59 P.M. on motion, Council adjourned until April 2, 2019, at 5:30 P.M. 

/s/ Bradley A. Randolph, Mayor 

ATTEST: /s/ Melinda L. Blind, City Clerk 

REVENUES 3/15-3/31/2019 EXPENDITURE
S

General $   29,270.45 General $31,406.69

Sp. Rev.   201,851.08 Special Rev.  3,076.29

Road Use 97,703.17 Road Use 11,180.00

Debt 1,463.34 Capital 62,434.28

Capital 21,937.82 Water 18,853.56

Water 279,230.40 Sewer 77,696.47

Sewer 387,570.88 Solid Waste/IW 220.00

Solid Waste/IW 68,869.89 SW Utility 55.00

SW Utility 18,979.62 $204,922.29

$1,106,876.65

PAYROLL 3/29/2019

General $144,954.83

Spec. Revenues  3,111.14

Road Use 17,514.77

Water 22,335.50

Sewer 30,564.42

Solid Waste 10,055.07

Airport 489.45

Storm Water 2,817.55

$231,842.73

and Cangas present.
On motion, Council 

approved the agenda.  On 
motion, Council approved 
the Consent Agenda:  
Minutes of 3/19/2019; 
Liquor License Renewals:  
Walgreens, 2639 Avenue 
L, effective 5/21/2019 and 
LULAC, 1424 -36th Street, 
effective 4/18/2019; Resolu-
tion No. 2019-28, granting 
property tax exemption to 
James M/Tammy L Kent, 
2314 Mokena Terrace; Reso-
lution No. 2019-29, granting 
property tax exemption to 
John P/Kathleen A McKillip, 
5 Woodland Heights Court; 
and Payment of Claims.

On motion, Council 
approved the second reading 
of an ordinance amending 
Title 3, Building, Chapter 
5, Housing Code, Section 
3, Definitions, to update 
the definition of “Rental 
Housing Unit” and Title 6, 
Health and Sanitation, Chap-
ter 4, Nuisances, Section 3, 
Abatement by the City, by 
removing Paragraph (2)(a), 

Form of Notice.  On motion, 
Council approved the sec-
ond reading of an ordinance 
amending Title 3, Building, 
Chapter 2, Plumbing Code, 
to set plumbing fees by 
resolution.  

On motion, Council 
approved the Mayor’s 
signature on Procurement 
and Fraud Reporting pol-
icies for future federal or 
state disaster grants.  On 
motion, Council approved 
the Mayor’s signature on a 
Platform Sublease Agree-
ment between Amtrak and 
the City of Fort Madison, 
Old Station Revitalization 
Agreement between the 
National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation and the City of 
Fort Madison, and a Lease 
Agreement (Fort Madison 
Station) between the City 
of Fort Madison and the 
National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation.

At 5:59 P.M. on motion, 
Council adjourned until 
April 2, 2019, at 5:30 P.M.

/s/ Bradley A. Randolph, 
Mayor

ATTEST: /s/ Melinda L. 
Blind, City ClerkFirst. Fresh. Local.

CLAIMS - 4/2/2019
ACCESS SYSTEMS LEAS-
ING, MONTHLY LEASE...
833.47
AIRGAS USA, LLC, 
ACETYLENE/ARGON/
OXYGEN.................. 165.29

AIRMED CARE NET-
WORK, MEMBERSHIP
............................... 4,510.00
ALLIANT ENERGY, 
ELECTRIC.......... 10,311.98
AMSOIL, INC, GREASE
.................................. 205.85

ANSWER PLUS, PHONE 
SERVICE.................... 187.5
ARAMARK UNIFORM 
SERVICES, SHOP SUP-
PLIES........................ 565.12
B&B PROPANE, PRO-
PANE..................... 1,603.03
BARCO MUNICIPAL 
PROD INC., SURVEY 
FLAGS...................... 119.91
BRIAN S GREEN, WIN-
TER WEAR.............. 180.79
BROWN SUPPLY CO. 
INC., DOUBLE STRAP
......................................... 89
CENTURY LINK, PHONE
.................................... 58.93
CESSFORD CONSTRUC-
TION CO., FIX POT 
HOLES................... 1,834.25
CULLEN CONSTR. & 
EXCAVATING, HOUSE 
DEMO.................... 7,075.00
DAVIS RADIOLOGY PC, 
ON JOB INJURY............ 2.3
DIGITAL ALLY, CHEST 
CAMERA....................... 145
DODD PRINTING & 
STATIONERY, BUSINESS 
CARDS..................... 138.14
DOG WASTE DEPOT, 
DOG WASTE BAGS
.................................. 399.96
DOUDS STONE, LLC, 
ROADSTONE.......... 955.05
ELECTRICAL ENG, 

http://www.grrwa.com
http://www.doddprinting.com
http://www.griffinmuffler.com
http://www.facebook.com/HillSideFM/
http://www.fortmadisoninsurance.com/?cmpid=FRRD_BLM_0001
https://www.facebook.com/The-Madison-Health-Center-854846281236760/
https://10230.fbfsagents.com/
http://www.stayboulders.com
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Classifieds/Public Notices

Chateau 
Apartments 
Extra Clean

& Quiet
Apartments 

for Rent 

Extra clean & quiet with free 
YMCA membership includ-
ed. 2 bedrooms, some with 
decks/patio. Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, built-in 
microwave. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Very affordable se-
curity deposit $300. Must 
pass background & credit 
checks (no felonies). Large 
backyard with picnic tables 
& glider swing in very nice, 
quiet neighborhood. Rents 
range from $585-$635. 
Lease required. 850 sq. ft. 
units. All electric. Water, sew-
er, trash furnished. 650 sq. 
ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, 
gas, trash furnished. Laundry 
rooms have new coin-operat-
ed washers & dryers (locat-
ed in all buildings). On-site 
manager. Call 319-372-9409 
or 319-750-3115 for appoint-
ment to view. Owned by Alli-
ance Realty Co.

NEW 
LOWER 
PRICE

IT MAY BE COLD OUT-
SIDE.....but it’s nice and 
warm with this GEOTHER-
MAL FURNACE 3 bedroom 
home with garage and out 
building near the west edge 
of Ft Madison. Approximate-
ly 1,275 square feet upstairs 
and 1,140 square feet down 
stairs. This home has a 
large living area downstairs 
that sports a second kitch-
en. Also a second bathroom 
and a ground floor laundry. 
This home is newly remod-
eled with NEW Frig, New 
Stove,and New microwave, 
New Dishwasher New count-
er top and New light fixtures 
and ceiling fans thru out . 
Also has new carpet and new 
paint thru-out, Brand new roof 
and new garage door open-
er. With its GEOTHERMAL 
heating and air conditioning it 
will have a very conservative 
utility bill. Also has city water 
along with a sand point well 
and a septic leech field that 
was recently inspected. The 
address is 2311 263 ave Ft 
Madison. Priced at $143,000 
For a private showing call 
Todd at 319-470-8711.

COMMUNITY 
GARDEN

COORDINATOR 
NEEDED

RSVP/United Way of the 
Great River Region is seek-
ing a Community Garden Co-
ordinator

Do you like to garden
and work outdoors?

Do you like to plan, plant
and harvest food?

We are seeking an individu-
al this Spring who will plan, 
plant, cultivate, harvest and 
lead other volunteers in our 
Community Garden (garden 
is located at 2606 Avenue L, 
Fort Madison, Iowa behind 
Hy-Vee).

Must enjoy working outside, 
gardening and harvesting. 
Will direct garden activities 
with other volunteers and 
may require some bending, 
stooping and lifting of 10 
lbs. or less...Times: 1 hour, 2 
times per week.

If interested and for more in-
formation, please call – Tam-
my at 319-372-8043.
 
United Way of the Great Riv-
er Region supports non-profit 
organizations and agencies 
that provide programs ad-
dressing needs in health, ed-
ucation and financial stability 
to residents in Clark, Han-
cock, and Lee Counties.

United Way of the Great Riv-
er Region serves all of Lee, 
Hancock, and Clark Coun-
ties. All donations are tax-de-
ductible.

the classifieds

Historical
Interpreters/ 

Guides 
Old Fort Madison

Old Fort Madison is seeking 
Seasonal Historical Interpret-
ers/Guides for Old Fort Mad-
ison. For more information 
go to fortmadison-ia.com or 
apply at Iowa Workforce De-
velopment.

LICENSED
COSMETOLOGIST
New Dimensions has an ex-
citing career opportunity for 
a Licensed Cosmetologist to 
join their busy salon full-time 
or part-time. $11 per hour 
PLUS $500 sign-on bonus 
after 1 year.

Call 319-372-6291
to set up an interview

or stop in 1736 Avenue G
Fort Madison

NOW HIRING!

 MARINE FACILITY 
OPERATIONS 

& MAINTENANCE

Benefits Included
Full and Part Time
Positions Available

Heartland Co-0p is an  
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er (EOE-AA) committed 
to advancing diversity in 
the  workplace. Post of-
fer pre-employment drug 
screen, job physical, & 
physical capacity profile 
required. 

FOR JOB INFO
& TO APPLY VISIT:

heartlandcoop.submit-
4jobs.com 

Select Southeast Iowa, 
Region 3

 2136 Green Bay Rd   
Wever, IA 52658
319-372-7852

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

HOUSES
FOR SALE

HELP WANTEDPUBLIC NOTICES

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Follow Us
@pencitycurrent

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
(319)371.4125

Subscribe to 
#PCC today

Free and Paid
Options Available.

Place your ad
online 24/7

Click here to
place your ad

online 24/7

LIGHTS...................... 78.24
EVOQUA WATER TECH-
NOLOGIES, GASKET
.................................. 242.82
FASTENAL COMPANY, 
CONNECTORS.......... 74.36
FIRE SERVICE TRAIING 
BUR, HANDBOOK...... 705
FLOORCRAFTERS, CAR-
PET INSTALLATION
............................... 3,679.30
FORT MADISON ROTA-
RY CLUB, MEMBERSHIP 
DUES............................. 181
FORT MADISON WATER 
DEPT, WATER/SEWER
.................................... 26.52
GALL’S, AN ARAMARK 
COMPANY, BELT/FLASH-
LIGHT............................ 126
GARNER OIL INC., FUEL
.................................. 169.09
HENDERSON PROD-
UCTS, INC, TUBING
.................................... 69.47
HILL PRINTING, DAILY 
LOGS............................ 97.5
HOWARD R GREEN 
COMPANY, PROF FEES
............................. 62,061.33
HUFFMAN WELDING & 
MACHINE, LED BULB
.................................. 546.73
ICAP, CLAIM SETTLE-
MENT.................... 3,000.00
IDEAL READY MIX 
COMPANY, INC, FILL 
SAND
............................... 1,240.66
IOWA LAW ENFORCE-
MENT ACADEMY, EVAL-
UATION......................... 150
IOWA ONE CALL, LO-
CATE REQUEST.......... 79.5
JASON OR MICHELLE 
GOLD, REFUND PAVIL-
ION 04/13/19................. 200
JET GAS TANKWAGON, 
DYED DIESEL......... 777.19
JETCO INC., SECURITY 
BUNDLE....................... 540
KAY PARK, RECREATION 
PARK MAINT.
............................... 1,793.60
KELTEK INCORPORAT-
ED, PARTS............ 1,665.79
KEOKUK CONTRAC-
TORS, VULCAN SCREEN 
REPAIR
............................. 17,459.79
KERN, BOB, EXAM AP-
PLICATION..................... 50
LIBERTY UTILITIES, 
HEAT..................... 1,178.80
LYNCH DALLAS P.C., 
PROF FEE.................. 889.5
MARK BEIK, PROCESS 
SERVER, NOTICE TO 
ABATE........................ 33.32
MENKE PROFESSIONAL 
AUTO PARTS, SPARK 
PLUG............................ 12.6
MES-MUNICIPAL EMER-
GENCY SERV, FOAM 
CONCENTRATE........... 560
MICHAEL TODD & COM-
PANY, GRADER BLADE
............................... 2,121.12
MIDAMERICAN ENER-
GY, HEAT.............. 7,393.64
MIDLAND SCIENTIFIC 
INC., PH CLEANING
.................................. 448.36

MIDWEST SAFETY 
COUNSELORS, CALI-
BRATION GAS........ 285.33
MOBOTREX, HEAVY 
DUTY RACK................ 386
MOHRFELD ELECTRIC, 
SERVICE CALL.............. 44
PANTHER UNIFORMS 
INC, CREDIT............. 517.7
PARKVIEW VETERI-
NARY CLINIC, RENTAL 
FEE........................ 1,365.00
QUILL CORPORATION, 
INKJET....................... 88.99
RAINBO OIL COMPANY, 
OIL/DEF................... 799.82
SHOTTENKIRK SUPER-
STORE, RESERVOUR
............................... 1,813.28
STAPLES CREDIT PLAN, 
INK CARTRIDGE
.................................. 233.36
STOREY KENWORTHY, 
LASER DEPOSIT
.................................. 157.96
THACHER TREE CARE, 
TREE REMOVAL
............................... 1,000.00
TIM SITTIG, TRAINING - 
MARCH 2019........... 179.14
TIM’S REPAIR SHOP, 
PUMP........................ 449.95
TRUCK REPAIR INC., 
PARTS.................... 1,388.77
TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, 
MONTHLY SUPPORT........
252.5
U.S. CELLULAR, 
PHONES................... 752.24
UPS, SHIPPING......... 46.89
USA BLUE BOOK, SAFE-
TY GLASSES/WIPES
.................................. 104.95
VERMEER IOWA, FIL-
TER/OIL..................... 50.35
VISU-SEWER, INC, VAC-
TOR...................... 43,365.00
WATER ENVIRONMENT 
FEDERATION, MEMBER-
SHIP DUES.................... 160
WATER SOLUTIONS 
UNLIMITED, PARACETIC 
ACID.................... 14,449.26
TOTAL............... 204,922.29
GENERAL........... 31,406.69
SPECIAL REVENUES
................................ 2006.12
ROAD USE.......... 11,180.00
CAPITAL PROJECTS
.............................. 62434.28
WATER................ 18,853.56
WASTEWATER
.............................. 77696.47
SOLID WASTE........ 220.00
AIRPORT................ 1070.17
STORM WATER......... 55.00
TOTAL............... 204,922.29

Place your ad
online 24/7

http://fortmadison-ia.com
https://heartlandcoop.submit4jobs.com/index.cfm?cid=85397&region=Region%203
https://heartlandcoop.submit4jobs.com/index.cfm?cid=85397&region=Region%203
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/PenCityCurrent/
https://www.instagram.com/pencitycurrent/
https://www.pinterest.com/admin3402/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5_a2IQTP8gQyxHmbtJkXkQ
https://twitter.com/pencitycurrent
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/subscribe
https://www.pencitycurrent.com/another-wordpress-classifieds-plugin/place-ad/
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Sports/Weather

Senior Community 
BINGO

2nd Wednesday of every month
at 2pm in our dining room

All Seniors Welcome
Cash Prizes

2210 Avenue H • Fort Madison • 319.372.2243

Sat., April 13 • 8:00 a.m.
Fun loop course

around the Rec Plex.
Come run with the
Beaster Bunny!! Click here to

register!

1 in 6 children face hunger.
There’s more than enough food in America for every child 

who struggles with hunger. Help get kids the food they 

need by supporting Feeding America, the nationwide 

network of food banks. Together, we can solve hunger™. 

Join us at FeedingAmerica.org

Do you have time -
to help stop crime?

Join us today to help
keep our communities safer!

Visit any of these Facebook pages to learn more
about what the Neighborhood Watch Program is

& how to start your own group or join an existing group!

5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
WED 10 Apr

Overcast
High– 66.7º F | Low – 59.8º F

THU 11 Apr

Moderate Rain
High– 67.7º F | Low – 45.5º F

FRI 12 Apr

Clear
High– 48.0º F | Low – 38.8º F

SAT 13 Apr

Clear
High– 47.0º F | Low – 37.5º F

SUN 14 Apr

Clear
High– 45.7º F | Low – 33.2º F

OpenWeatherMap

PCC STAFF

KEOKUK – The Fort 
Madison girls tennis 
team shut out Keokuk on 
the road Monday night.

The Lady Bloodhounds 
only gave up four games 
in six singles matches 
and 10 games over the 
entire contest.

Lanie Kuntz, Zoe Ram-
atowski and Lily Cadwal-
lader all pitched shutouts 
at No. 2-4 singles. Alyse 
Schmidt also scored a 
10-0 shutout at No. 6 
singles.

Larissa Ferrill, playing 
at No. 1 singles needed 
a bit more time in her 
10-3 win over Keokuk’s 
Keleigh Hall, while 

Kirklynn Nafziger won 
easily 10-1 over Delaynce 
Billings at No 5.

“Very pleased with 
our effort tonight,” head 
coach Jeremy Swink said.

“We did a much better 
job communicating 
and working together. 
Every point, match and 
set they win, they gain 
that much more confi-
dence in themselves and 
their teammates, which 
is exactly what we are 
striving for. Each of those 
positives being said, 
there is always room for 
improvement and areas 
we need to get better at.”

In doubles action 
,Ferrill and Kuntz won 

10-6 over Keokuk’s Hall 
and Emma Evans. Ra-
matowski and Nafziger 
beat Kierra Huddleston 

and Julia de Gala 10-0, 
while Cadwallader and 
Schmidt sealed the day 
with a 10-1 win over 

Billings and Willow Car-
rington at No. 3 doubles.

On Saturday at the Fort 
Madison Invitational’s 
two-seed format, Fort 
Madison’s Ramatowski 
and Nafziger rolled to a 
first-place finish at No. 2 
doubles.

The duo played at the 
Holy Trinity courts and 
knocked off West Bur-
lington/ Notre Dame’s 
Abby McAtee and Shuyu 
Xian 8-0, and then beat 
Fairfield’s Abby Scheafer 
and Lauren Kraemer 
to advance to the title 
match 8-2.

There they faced Ma-
harishi’s Lily Fenton and 
Deepika Scharma and 
won again 8-2.

In the No. 1 doubles 
flight, Fort Madison’s 
Ferrill and Kuntz slid 
by Maharishi’s Olivia 

Gobbal and Ynet Deribe 
8-3 and then swept Mt. 
Pleasant’s Gerin Zihlman 
and Hallie Sandeen 8-0 
to get to the title match 
against Keokuk.

There Hall and Evans 
downed Fort Madison 
8-5 giving the Lady 
Hounds a 2nd-place 
finish.

The Lady Hounds got 
another 2nd place finish 
out of Alyse Schmidt. 
The senior rolled past 
Maharishi’s Shrist Shar-
ma in straight sets 8-0 
before outlasting West 
Burlington/Notre Dame’s 
Courtney Erickson in a 
tiebreaker after the two 
went 8-8. Schmidt was 
able to win the first-to-
seven-by-two tiebreaker 
7-2.

With the win she faced 
Fairfield’s Nellie Higdon 
who came out on top 
8-3 for the title at No. 2 
singles.

At the No. 1 singles 
bracket, Lily Cadwallader 
took 4th place. Cad-
wallader beat Keokuk’s 
Billings in the first round 
8-0 to face Fairfield’s 
two-time state champi-
on Anatta Charoenkul 
losing 8-0.

Cadwallader slipped 
into the consolation 
bracket where she won 
her next match over 
Maharishi’s Vaisnavii 
Mahannaj to advance to 
the fourth-place match 
against Mt. Pleasant’s 
Shaleen Thiengmany and 
lost 1-8 to get fourth in 
the bracket.

Lady Hounds down Keokuk; 2nd at Saturday Invite

FMHS’s Lily Cadwallader approaches the net during Saturday’s Fort 
Madison Invitational. Cadwallader finished fourth at No. 1 singles as 
Fort Madison took second in team scoring at the Invitational.

http://kensington-evergreen.com/senior-living-communities/fort-madison-ia/
https://www.pencitycurrent.com//pdfs/Beaster%20Bunny%20Reg%20Form.pdf
http://www.feedingamerica.org
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