SPORTS:
Central Lee knocks off HTC; Fort Madi-

son second at Southeast tourney in girls
volleyball action.

See page 5
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Forum shows candidates’ view on mayor’s role

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

FORT MADISON - The city’s three mayoral candi-
dates took center stage Wednesday at the final candidate
forum sponsored by Fort Madison Partners.

Tri-State Public Radio’s Jason Parrott moderated the
event hosted by the Fort Madison Daily Democrat and
Pen City Current.

Current City Councilman Matt Mohrfeld, and resi-
dents Joe Helmick and Rodney Hoskins II answered a
bevy of questions surrounding the role of the mayor and
city priorities.

Hoskins said he wanted to run to help re-establish
lines of communication between city officials and resi-
dents.

Joe Helmick said he wants to bring changes to the
town and hopes people support his candidacy.

“I wasn't prepared for... like I said I just kind of threw
my hat in the ring and I hope we can make changes and
have a better future for our town,” Helmick said.

Hoskins said citizens can rest assured that the future
of residents and its children are his focus.

“As always I remember one thing. It’s our town,
basically, and I want to thank everyone for coming and
giving me your voice now.”

Mohrfeld said he wrote in a journal when he decided
to run for mayor, and said when reviewing those entries
he realized his character is what he’s offering.

“I can do this and I can be a good mayor. I will assess
my character and will continue to live by that character
because in the end, win or lose, my character is all I have
to offer,” Mohrfeld said.

Parrott asked questions around economic develop-
ment, priorities for the city, budget concerns, streets, and
city beautification.

Photo by Chuck Vandenberg/PCC l

Three mayoral candidates, from left Rodney Hoskins I, Matt Mohrfeld and Joe Helmick answer
questions Wednesday night as part of the mayoral forum in Council Chambers.

for the city.

MOHRFELD

Mohrfeld said with regard to economic development,

HOSKINS I

HELMICK

the city isn't in the business of creating jobs, but creating
an environment that encourages growth and attraction

“When I was a supervisor, I got involved with the
inception of the Lee County Economic Development
Group and I'm very proud of that. It was a nice move
forward and 20 years later it’s still thriving and still
working, but that all comes down to execution.”

Hoskins said he would welcome business to the com-
munity where businesses are the best. Hoskins said some
of the businesses don't feel they get the respect they
should be given.

“As mayor you have to recognize businesses for how

See FORUM, page 2

Testimony paints grizzly picture of Keokuk woman'’s death

Exhibit has McCain

charged with 1st-degree murder in the

Feb. 5 slaying of his former lover CaLove

admitting to stabbing

Sackman, then 27, of Keokuk. The two

have one child together. Sackman was a
mother to four.

BY CHUCK VANDENBERG
PCC EDITOR

McCain is accused of stabbing Sack-
man multiple times, once while in his

vehicle in the parking lot of River City

KEOKUK - A compelling day of testi-
mony opened the bench trial of 25-year
old Adam McCain Wednesday in South
Lee County Court.

McCain, whose was last staying with
his grandmother in Fort Madison, is

Mall around 10:15 p.m Feb. 5. Accord-
ing to testimony Wednesday, Sackman
jumped out of the vehicle and tumbled
into the parking lot where McCain is
alleged to have gotten out, stabbed her
again several times, and then got back

into his car. As Sackman
crawled to the sidewalk on
the north side of the mall
parking lot, prosecutors
say he hit her with the car.

Abfalter described in the incident ‘one
impulsive act’

“For the most part, they made a life
together and the relationship ended with
very little warning on about Jan. 22,

After opening state- 2019”7
MCCAIN ments Wednesday in The most damaging testimony came
which Lee County At- as the first day of evidence was wrapping

torney Ross Braden painted a picture of
malice and intent in McCain’s actions,
and Des Moines County Public Defend-
er Kendra Abfalter contended McCain
didn’t plan to kill Sackman, about 13
witnesses were produced by the state.

up when Asst. Lee County Attorney
Jonathan Stensvaag played an interview
for witness Keokuk Police Detective
Steven Dray that took place in the early

See MCCAIN, page 3
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Celehrations/Lottery Numhers

No Plastic B g LBt Annsuncements
® L4 L4
Zella Bowling and David Levins are proud to announce the birth of their son
l e e l l Jacob James Levins, on Sept. 27, 2019 at Fort Madison Community Hospital.

He is joined at home by Macie and Marley Levins.
Grandparents are Jim and Sondra Levins of Burlington; Cindy Case of Burlington;

and Bette Royer of Fort Madison.

] ] . Grean-grandparents are Zella Kramer of Fort Madison and Robert Kramer (de-
When recycling, be it at one of our convenient drop ceased) of Fort Madison.

Pen City Current congratulates the family on this wonderful news.

McCARL

KEOKUK - Shannon Watts of Keokuk is proud to announce the birth of her son

off sites, or putting out your residential recycling bin
for the pickup, please DO NOT put items in plastic

bags, They are not recyclable at Great River Region_ Chase Monroe McCarl on Sept. 30, 2019 at Fort Madison Community Hospital.
He is joined at home by Abigail, Kyle, Cadence, and Hayden Watts.
cll Waste Auﬂ’lori ty Grandparents are Susan and Tony Palmer of Keokuk, and Dawn Rogers of Ke-
okuk.

Great grand-parents are Frank and Gloria McCarl of Fort Madison.
Pen City Current congratulates the family on this wonderful news.

For a complete listing of what we do recycle, con- ELFGEN

tact your local Clty Hall’ or one Of Ol/li’f acilities f or Alexis Elfgen is proud to announce the birth of her daughter Oaklyn Grace Elfgen

a service guide. Check with your local retail stores on Sept. 27, 2019 at Fort Madison Community Hospital.
She is joined at home by Delilah Faithlyn Davis.
such as Hy- Vee or Walmart fOT their T’BC)/CliI’lg ca- Grandparents are Angela Gregory, Robert Elfgen, R.]. Boe, and Rachael Atwater,

all of Fort Madison. Great grandparents are Dorothy Henson of Davenport and

pabilities. Thank you for your understanding and || Victor Henson of Davenport.
Pen City Current congratulates the family on this wonderful news.

AKINYOOYE

KEOKUK - Melissa and Akinsoji Akinyooye are proud to announce the birth of
their daughter Evelyn Olufunmilayo Akinyooye on Sept. 13, 2019 at Fort Madison
Community Hospital.

‘ She joins Jose, Julio and Ava Akinyooye at home.

Grandparents are Reed and Sara Gifford of Queen Creek, Ariz.; and Sarah Akin-
yooye, of Ifon-Osun, Nigeria.

Pen City Current congratulates the family on this wonderful news.

cooperation concerning this issue!!

Pen City Current Celebrations policy
The Current runs birth announcements, wedding anniversary an-
nouncements, and other milestones at no charge to individuals and
they run the day they are submitted in most cases. Announcements
can be submitted online here: https://www.pencitycurrent.com/sub-
missions/ or by email to editor@pencitycurrent.com.

== IOWA LOTTERY
IALottery WINNING NUMBERS

Woo Hoo for You~

RWA

Ft. Madison Main Office: Keokuk Transfer Station: Ml!l!.lﬂ,lﬂﬂs

2092 303rd Ave 111 Carbide Lane MEGAPLIER IOWa
. wiTH
Fort Madison, |A Keokuk, I1A 10/15 MID-DAY
1-319-372-6140 1-319-524-6175 10115 10/15 MID-DAY e
N _ 412143570 926
Visit Us Online! www.grrwa.com facebook.com/grrwa Mega Ball: 2 10/15 EVENING 10/15 EVENING
Megaplier: 2 534 6346

Pen City Current encourages you
to play responsibly.
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From the Front/Weather

Testimony points to alleged admissions by McCain

MCCAIN - Continued from Page 1

morning hours of Feb. 6 between McCain and Iowa
Department of Criminal Investigations Special Agent
Joe Lestina that lasted about 20 minutes. Dray was also
in on the interrogation.

At times McCain is inaudible, but he tells Lestina,

“I f—ing killed her, dude. She’s gonna feel the pain I
felt....she’s not gonna do it again”

During the audio recording, McCain also tells Les-
tina who's doing the questioning, “I coulda (BSd) you
and made the investigation go on and on and on, but I
knew what would happen if I made that decision”

Also called to testify was Sally Sherrill, a family
friend considered an “aunt” by Sackman; Sackman’s
mother Traci Sackman; Dawn Brownlee, a friend who
shared Sackman’s last apartment on Concert Street and
spoke to the relationship between McCain and Sack-
man.

Hailey Malloy testified as she was the night cashier at
Casey’s just west of the mall parking lot at the time of
the incident. Malloy said she was out salting the side-
walks of the convenience store when she heard scream-
ing from the parking lot.

Malloy testified she didn’t call 911 because “this isn’t
a very good part of town and screaming is a nightly
occurrence’”.

Nadene Sestito, of Keokulk, testified she was the first
person to see Sackman on the ground and drove over
to her and called 911. Sestito was on her way to her job
at Hy-Vee at about 10:20 when she saw Sackman on the
sidewalk under the poles of a green DOT sign on the
south side of Main Street.

Sestito said when she got to Sackman she could see
blood on the ground and on her.

“Just from what I saw, there were probably 8 to 10
spots of blood on her clothes and then on the ground
under her. She was very breathless,” Sestito said.

9-DAY WEATHER FORECAST

THU 17 Oct

Partly Sunny

High— 64.4° F | Low — 48.0° F
FRI 18 Oct

Light Rain

High— 58.0° F | Low — 53.2° F
SAT 19 Oct

Clear

High— 62.9° F | Low — 51.0° F
SUN 20 Oct

Light Rain

High— 61.3° F | Low — 51.0° F

MON 21 Oct

Partly Sunny
High— 55.7° F | Low — 46.5° F

OpenWeatherMap

“She could get maybe one to two syllables out and
couldn’t breathe. She started to look straight and she
was wasn't responding to the questions I asked her”

Stensvaag then played the four-minute 9-1-1 call
where Sestito is talking to LeeComm dispatchers and
asking questions to Sackman at the same time. Sestito
asks Sackman what happened and the woman replied
she had been stabbed and Sestito asked by whom, to
which Sackman replies “Adam” but the remainder of
her comments fade out.

Also called to testify during the morning session
were Keokuk Police Captain Brian DePriest and patrol
officer Justina Mortimer.

In the afternoon, Lee County EMS paramedic Kaylin
Parker and director Bill Young, who also serves as a Lee
County Medical Examiner were called to testify, as was
forensic pathologist Dr. Dennis Firchau, who conduct-
ed the autopsy and determined the cause of death to
be sharp force injuries of the trunk (chest area) and
determined the manner of death to be homicide.

Brian Percy a business owner and acquaintance of
McCain was called to testify and stated that McCain
stopped at his house after the incident for help chang-
ing a tire.

“He came and knocked on my door and asked if I
could help him change a tire,” Percy testified. “He said,
‘T don’t know what to do....I killed her)’

Percy said he didn't believe him and didn't tell inves-
tigators during initial questioning that McCain said he
killed her.

“I didn't believe him. I was like “who?” and he said

Percy said he went inside to get his coat and when he
came out McCain was gone.

Harley Clark, 24, of Argyle, also testified that he saw
a white sedan going through town very quickly and
ended up following the vehicle and calling 9-1-1 be-
cause he witnessed the car rear-end two other vehicles
sometime at about 10:45 p.m.

Clark said a friend in his car got out to check on
McCain after allegedly striking the other two vehicles,
but the white car nearly struck his friend and the two
followed McCain’s car and called authorities.

That’s when former Lee County Sherift’s deputy
Joshua Wade picked up the call and spotted the car on
Highway 61 just north of Keokuk.

Wade testified that he pulled up on McCain in a
white Monte Carlo with a blown front tire. He said Mc-
Cain seemed coherent and had no slurred speech.

Wade’s body camera footage was then entered into
the record as an exhibit.

Braden then called DCI Crime lab specialist Ryan
Petruccelli to the stand to talk about DNA evidence
pulled from McCain’s pants. Petrucelli said the DNA
sample pulled from the pants matched Sackman’s DNA
with only a 1 in 1.4 octrillion of error, which is 27 0s.

The prosecution picks up the case again Thursday
beginning at 9 a.m.

‘CaLove”
ALL YOUTH CO-ED BASKETBALL

Leagues: 1st & 2nd Grade & Mighty Mites (5 &6 vrolds)

FORT MADISON FAMILY YMCA v
220 26th Street ¢ Fort Madison, IA
319.372.2403
www.fortmadisony.org

the

-
S
N

Click ad to learn more or to register today!

3rd Annual
Lee County Sheriff and
Lee County Crimestoppers

Monday, October 28, 2019
5PM.-7PM.
Lee County Sheriff’s Office
2530 255th Street
Montrose, IA 52639

01D FoRT

PLAYERS

Proudly Presents

All shows @ 7:30 p.m. Except Sundays @ 2 p.m.

Tickets available on our $15 Adults Old Fort Players
website & at the door.  §12 Seniors, Veterans & 725 Ave G
Military

Call or send a
facebook message
for reservations.

Fort Madison, 1A

$10 Students 319-372-9559
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Little Hounds almost perfect on 6-0 season

BY PCC STAFF

KEOKUK - Teague Smith scored three rusing
touchdowns and Henry Wiseman rushed for another
and threw for a touchdown as the Fort Madison Little
Hound 8th grade football team posted a perfect 6-0
record on the year. The Hounds didn’t give up a single
defensive score all year and only allowed six points the
entire season on a interception that was returned for a
touchdown.

Smith finished with 166 yards on 17 carries and
Wiseman had 177 yards and 18 touches. Smith was also

4 of 4 in the air with 38 yards and recorded 11 tackles
for the crimson and black. Joe Hartman had 33 yards
receiving on three catches, but two were 2 pt. conver-
sions. Marin Rose had a 12-yard scoring reception and
Cade Denning had a five yard catch.

Ike Thacher had six tackles, while Wiseman, Jayden
Bowen and Hartman all recorded five. Hunter Cress-
well, Hartman, Smith and Javean Davis each had
fumble recoveries. Wiseman had the only interception
for Fort Madison.

Denning and Thacher each contributed with 2 pt.
conversions.

Hellige 3rd, Hawks
O9th at SEISC
X-country meet

FAIRFIELD - Holy Trinity Catholic’s Matt Hellige
was 19 seconds off the pace at the Southeast Towa Su-
perconference meet Monday at Fairfield’s Waterworks
Park.

The senior, who's ranked 16th in Class 1A, as of the
latest release, finished with a time of 17:09.2. Pekin’s
Brady Millikin and Colten Glosser took the top two
spots with times of 16:50.6 and 16:58.2.

Danville-New London’s Ty Carr and Alexander
Julian were 5th and 6th overall to lead that squad to a
second-place finish overall.

Millikin and Glosser are 9th and 10th in the latest
rankings, both are Class 1A runners. Carr and Julian
are both rated in the top 25 in Class 2A.

Central Lee’s Kraus Hunter finished 19th overall with
a time of 19:13.8.

The Hawks finished 9th overall with 233 points. Holy
Trinity was 10th with 262 points.

For the Crusaders, Jacob Mohrfeld came in 45th
overall with a time of 20:39 followed by Chandler Rung
at 21:38, Wyatt Hellman at 23:12, and Jacob Pothitakis
at 24:11 to round out the scoring runners. Other com-
petitors from HTC were Mitchel Pothitakis at 24:20
and Rhett Fulhart at 26:05.

For Central Lee, Maddox Doty had the second best
team time at 20:31, followed by Ruger Smith at 20:45,
Derick Denning at 21:32, and Tristan Howell at 22:37
for the scoring positions. Logan Kramer finished at
22:53 and Brody Leech ran the course in 25:24.

The Crusaders run Thursday afternoon at Mediapolis
and then have a week to get ready for state qualifying
on the following Thursday in Iowa City at Kickers Park
starting at 4 p.m.

You can’t beat FREE! [ ﬁ [=]
Subscribe to #PCC today I
Paid options also available. E
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Lady Hawks hold off No. 8 Crusaders in five

BY JOHN BOHNENKAMP
PCC SPORTS

DONNELLSON - It was volley after volley on the
final point of the fourth set.

Holy Trinity had eight chances to get the point to stay
alive in the set. All eight were fought oft by Central Lee.

When Avery Hopper's kill attempt went into the net,
Central Lee won the set to stay alive.

That series summed up the Hawks’ 22-25, 25-23, 22-
25,25-22,15-12 win over the Crusaders in Tuesday’s
SEI Superconference South Division match at Central
Lee High School.

Central Lee (22-10) constantly fought the No. 8
(Class 1A) Crusaders.

“This was huge,” Central Lee coach Amy Cook said.
“Huge for us. We've been struggling the last couple of
games, and of course HTC is somebody who is a rival
for us that we want to win against.

“The girls definitely had some perseverance today.
We haven't had that the last couple of games”

Central Lee was swept by Holy Trinity (23-9) in a

tournament at Mount Pleasant on Saturday, but this
match had a different feel with the regional tournament
beginning next week.

“Just to have a match where were playing against
quality players — HTC has phenomenal volleyball
players — it’s perfect timing for us to play a team like
that,” Cook said. “And then to win, that’s an extra
bonus.

“Like I said, I'm proud of the girls to have the perse-
verance to fight through to the end. I don’t think we've
played many five-game matches. Plus it was Senior
Night, so it was even an extra bonus.”

“They’re a great team,” Holy Trinity coach Melissa
Freesmeier said. “We knew we would come in here
tonight and it would be a dogfight. It's a game of two
points, two or three points every game. Maybe we
made too many mistakes, but our kids fought hard.
Both sides fought hard.

“They dug up some balls that should have been kills,
that’s for sure.”

The first set was a sign of what was to come. Holy

Trinity had a six-point run to take a 19-17 lead before
the Hawks scored the next four points. The Crusaders
then broke a 22-all tie by scoring the last three points,
two coming on kills from Hopper and Brooke Mueller.

In the second set, Central Lee looked to be serving
for match point, but a point was overruled after a dis-
cussion by the two officials. The Hawks then scored the
last two points for the set.

Holy Trinity had a 23-20 lead in the third set before
Central Lee scored the next two points. The Crusaders
closed out the win with back-to-back points, one on a
kill from Kassi Randolph.

The two teams were tied at 22 in the fourth set before
the Hawks scored the last three points.

The final set was tied at 12 before the Hawks again
scored the last three points. Back-to-back kills by Abby
Wellman touched off the celebration.

“We were mentally tough today;,” Cook said. “And
that was so good to see with where we're at in the sea-

»

Son.

FMHS takes 2nd at Southeast tourney finals

BY PCC STAFF

said.

KEOKUK - Fort Madison finished
second at the Southeast Conference
volleyball tournament after falling
to the 15th-ranked Burlington Gray-
hounds in the finals.

The Bloodhounds knocked off host
Keokuk 21-17, 21-16 before falling to
Class 4A 15th-ranked Burlington 21-
18, 21-17.

Senior Jillian Wiseman had 22 kills

on 43-50 hitting in the four games to
lead Fort Madison. Junior Lauren Bai-
ley had 26 assists and 22 of 24 serving
with four aces to lead the Blood-
hounds in both those categories.

Head Coach Kent Bailey said the
Hounds were flat in the first match
against Keokuk.

“We were hoping to show more
consistency in our play this match
knowing we play Keokuk next week in
regionals. We were able to put them

away with some effective serving at
the end of each game,” he said.

Bailey said the Hounds got off to
good starts in both games against Bur-
lington, but then got into some hitting
errors and let the Grayhounds back in
both games.

“I thought our kids competed hard
against Burlington in that second
match. They have more length than
we do and that showed in their out-
side hitters going over our blocks,” he

“We were able to neutralize their
middle hitters after they gave us fits
the first match earlier this year”

Fort Madison goes to the Mediapolis
Quadrangular on Thursday and play
Mediapolis starting at 5 p.m. followed
by Holy Trinity, and then Eddyville
Blakesburg-Fremont.

The Hounds are 14-20 overall and
finished second in the Southeast Con-
ference at 5-3.

Click for Details'

With Pilot Grove Savings Bank
Savings Accounts

No matter what your age, we can help you plan your future.

319-469-3951

www.pilotgrovesavingsbank.com
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Classifieds/Public Notices

SHOP

the classifieds

PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.PENCITYCURRENT.COM OR CALL (319])371.4125

PUBLIC Got a
NOTICES
u
PUBLIC NOTICE news tlp,
[
The City of Fort Madison

Gall Ghuck
(319)3711.1670

JANITORIAL
POSITIONS

Holy Trinity Catholic Schools

will begin selling 2020 Pet
Licenses on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 1, 2019 (no early sales).
They can be purchased at
City Hall, 811 Avenue E or
Fort Madison PAW Animal
Shelter, 2031 48th Street.
Rabies Certificate and proof
of spay or neuter (if applica-
ble) is required. The cost is
$5.00 if spayed or neutered
and $15.00 if unaltered until

‘gecember 31, 2019. After
ecember 3 1st, the prices
are $10.00 if spayed or
neutered and $20.00 if unal-

tered. Any questions, please
contact City Hall at (319)

has two janitorial positions
open; one full-time day (in Ft.
Madison) and one full-time
evening (in West Point). Ben-
efits are available. Please
contact Judi at 319-837-6131

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Place your ad now! Call Lee - 319.371.4125

1135 Ave. E - Wednesday-Saturday - 6:00pm

372-7700 Ext. 201. or judi.dinwiddie@holytrini-
tyschools.org for more infor-
mation.

CLICK HERE
TO PLACE

YOUR AO NOW

APARTMENTS

FOR RENT

Chateau Apartments Extra
Clean & Quiet
Apartments for Rent

Extra clean & quiet with free
YMCA membership included.
2 bedrooms, some with decks/
patio. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, built-in  microwave.
Non-smoking, no pets. Very af-
fordable security deposit $300.
Must pass background & cred-
it checks (no felonies). Large
backyard with picnic tables & glider swing in very nice, quiet
neighborhood. Rents range from $585-$635. Lease required.
850 sq. ft. units. All electric. Water, sewer, trash furnished. 650
sq. ft. units. Water, heat, sewer, gas, trash furnished. Laundry
rooms have new coin-operated washers & dryers (located in
all buildings). On-site manager. Call 319-372-9409 or 319-
750-3115 for appointment to view. Owned by Alliance Realty
Co.

* Major/Minor Engine Repair
e Tune-Up

Stewart Automotive

e Transmission Repair
* Alignments
e Coolant/Transmission Flush

3136 Avenue M

Ft. Madison, I1A
Junior Stewart, Owner

(319) 371-4509

How can chiropractic therapy help you?
BENEFITS OF CHIROPRACTIC

* Improved joint mobility, function, and health

* Decreased degeneration of joints and connective
tissues

* Improved circulation

* Increased energy, vitality, and improved sleep

* and many, many more

DR. ROBERT BROCKMAN

2311 Avenue L, Suite 3, Fort Madison ¢ 319-372-3800
http.//brockmanchiropracticdrbob.com/
Extremity Adjustment Cranial Adjustment
Myofascial Relaxation Muscle Facilitation

e “Golony Wfeap
O (ridal Logt

Madeline Leake, Owner
FORT MADISON, IOWA
720 AVENUE G
372-8271

STORE HOURS
MON-FRI 10-5
SAT 9-5

Bridge Cafe &
Supper Club

101 Olive Street
Farmington, IA 52626

(319) 878-4000

Rick Saunders
Owner

319-372-6959

Now Every Friday

Homemade Tacos & Enchiladas
Satisfy Your Sweet Tooth
with Ice Cream, Sundaes, & Shakes

((Full Breakfast & Lunch « Daily Specials )

Double Dipper

Hours thru July 16: Mon.-Thurs. 8-2; Fri.-Sat. 8-8
Hours after July 16: Mon.-Sat. 8-8
102 N. st Street - Montrose, IA 52639
Call 319-371-6526 for more information

WEDDING & EVENT CENTER

Grand Things Happen Here

Danielle Neaves & Ann Newton Neaves

319.837.8132

1903 West Point Rd | West Point, IA 52656
Facebook/Instagram/Pinterest | smallgrandthings.com
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Mayoral role poses different challenges for candidates

FORUM - Continued from Page 1

long they’ve been here regardless of how it is,” he said.

But he said also have to promote business so they
want to stay here.

Helmick said the city needs that development.

“Id have to sit down with Chamber of Commerce and
see exactly what we can do. If it means giving tax breaks
on property, at least we'll get the sales tax on the reve-
nue that these businesses will bring in” Helmick said.

He said look at Coralville and check out the business-
es in that town.

“I would accept any business because we need every
sales tax dollar we can get as far as revenue,” he said.

Helmick also said the city needs to capitalize on
volunteer hours at local schools and combine that with
other volunteer work to help with parks and other ef-
forts so city staft can be used on higher priorities.

“I would like to sit down with the school board and
find some things we can use those 20 hours of commu-
nity service for as far as working with the parks and we
can use our park manpower in other locations,” he said.

Mohrfeld said the city needs to make abandoned
buildings a priority.

“I think our town needs to look a little better. I think
‘look good-feel good: I think we need more pride in
some parts of our community.”

He said there are lots of ways to go about it, but he
said removing abandoned properties could be expen-
sive, but it should be working with developers to save
the properties that can be saved.

“Our parks are the best they’ve ever looked. But if we
can we need to look at our town. If were at a 6, we need

to move to a 7 and never let us go to a five”

Hoskins said the city needs to improve its appearance
and should do anything and everything possible, in-
cluding Helmick’s idea of using the students’ volunteer
hours downtown and in parks.

Mohrfeld said the mayor’s role changes his dynamic
from being a player to the coach.

“You have to work to try and build communication,
collaboration, and collusion among the council and
you're privvy to day in and day out meetings that the
council may not. It’s your job to communicate that,”
Mohrfeld said.

He said the mayor sets the agenda and can lead
through the agenda.

Helmick said he wants to work with the council to
make the city more attractive.

“Id like to work with the entire council to make this a
better city for retail business to get people to come here
and shop instead of outside the area. I want to work
with all of us to try to find ways to make this town a
better place to live,” Helmick said.

Hoskins said he sees the mayor’s post as the monitor
of the community’s action and said the mayor should
interact with businesses as one.

“The mayor would collaborate with council and the
businesses and listen to them for a change. I mirror
what Matt said it’s basically a player-coach type deal,”
Hoskins said.

Hoskins also said he wanted to stop the monopoliza-
tion that goes on throughout town.

“Certain people basically buy up properties and they

Call Dr. Mark C. Pothitakis Family Dentistry
now to schedule your 6-month checkup
or click anywhere on this ad.

www.drmarkdds.com

Fort Madison Family Dentistry East

319-372-3614 319-372-4882

Burlington Dental Associates
319-753.2515

Burlington Family Dentistry
319-752-7993

Fort Madison Family Dentistry West

Mediapolis Dental Care
319-394-3255

New London Dental Care
319-367-2311
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The mayor would collaborate
with council and the businesses and
listen to them for a change...”

-Rodney Hoskins, I,
Mayoral candidate

would have access to certain things faster than what a
normal other person might not even have enough for,”
he said.

“Physically, equal opportunity arises to everybody.
When the town erupts, the people do speak. Monopoli-
zation has to stop somewhere’

Helmick also wants to get more proactive with police
stopping people and getting drugs off the streets and
drunks off the roads.

“That was one of the most important things I wanted
to bring up was making sure we slow our town down
and get our cops out there and start patrolling a little
better”

Mohrfeld said he doesn’t bring a preconceived notion
to the mayor’s seat, but he said he wanted to look closer
at the City Council’s role in public health.

“I think the council needs to take an active role in
public health. Put all our projects to the acid test of
wellness. Are we going to expand our sidewalks and
make them continuous on all projects so residents can
use them for wellness,” he said.

The three will face off in the general city/school elec-
tion on Now. 5.
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